
ARRIVAL IN RIO—When No. 927, Convair-Liner demonstrator, 
arrived in Rio de Janeiro last month, Dr. Cauby C. Araujo, president 
of Aerovias do Brasil, greeted Convair President LaMotte T. Cohu 
at the airport. Left to right: Dr. Roberto Pimentel, head of Brazil's 
^CAA, Dr. Gilson M. Henriques, vice president of Aerovias and 
VASP, Araujo, Cohu, Gil Clark (Convair), Col. Americo Marinho 
Lutz, Convair's representative in Brazil, E. K. Hubbard II, vice presi¬ 
dent of United Aircraft Export, P. A. Carlson and H. D. Koontz 
of Convair. 


Fifty Pilots Try Out No. 927 
During South American Tour 

No. 927 returned home barely in time for the holidays 
after a personal appearance tour in South America during 
which the Convair-Liner demonstrator performed so well 
that airlines ordered several planes like her.. 


“This isn’t just sales talk,” Gil 
Clark, manager of Latin-Ameri- 
can sales, declared after the 
plane returned. “The trip was 
highly successful and the recep¬ 
tion in the various countries we 
visited was so extremely enthu¬ 
siastic that we were amazed. 
More than 500 people came out 
to meet us in Rio de Janeiro with 
little advance notice!” 

The plane arrived at Rio Dec. 
3 with LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president; E. K. Hubbard II, vice- 
president of United Aircraft Ex¬ 
port; H. D. Koontz, Convair di¬ 
rector of commercial sales: P. A. 
Carlson of Engineering as pas¬ 
sengers. It made its first demon¬ 
stration hop Dec. 5, and Dec. 9 
flew to Sao Paulo to perform for 
the airlines VASP and REAL, 
returning to Rio Dec. 11 and fly¬ 
ing to Porto Alegre to demon¬ 
strate for the line VARIG, again 
returning to Rio Dec. 17. While 
in the Brazilian capital, the plane 
flew for the press, for govern¬ 
ment officials, the Brazilian Air 
Force and the airlines Pan Air 
do Brasil, Aerovias Cruzeiro do 
Sul and REAL. 

“We left Rio Dec. 18, stopped 
at Belem, Brazil, and from Dec. 
19 to 21 were in Venezuela 
demonstrating for the govern¬ 
ment and TACA, AVENSA and 


LAV. The night before we were 
to leave for home the Venezuelan 
Minister of Defense asked for a 
special flight, which we made at 
6 a.m. Dec. 22, for a half dozen 
members of the government in¬ 
cluding the chief of the Air 
Force,” Clark related. 

“All of the South American 
governments are quite air-minded 
and appeared impressed with the 
plane’s performance. The gover¬ 
nor of Sao Paulo even took a 
special flight with us down to 
Curitiba.” 

No. 927 flew home non-stop 
from Caracas to Miami, more 
than 1,200 miles, and returned 
to the coast via Houston and El 
Paso. 

A total of 50 pilots from air¬ 
lines and different governments 
tried their hands at the controls 
during the trip, taking over from 
A. C. Bussy and Dave Franks, 
who were the regular pilot and 
co-pilot. The ship was put 
through its paces in every con¬ 
ceivable fashion, demonstrating 
short, fast takeoffs and landings, 
its single engine performance 
and air behavior in stalls, etc. 

In every new test the plane 
brought enthusiastic admiration 
from the various guests on board. 


New Work Stations Included 


In Paving Project 

Bids have been received at 
Convair FW for paving the work 
area immediately west of the 
assembly building, Ray O. Ryan, 
Convair vice-president and FW 
division manager, announced last 
week. 

Included in the contract will be 

TAA Liner C limbs To 
23,000 in Storm 

A Trans-Australia Airlines’ 
Convair-Liner, the James Cook, 
made headlines in Melbourne re¬ 
cently when it went to 23,000 
feet, highest altitude ever flown 
by a TAA craft. 

The Argus, Melbourne news¬ 
paper, reported the plane left 
Sydney in a severe thunderstorm 
at 8 p.m. and climbed to 23,000 
to get above the weather. Pas¬ 
sengers were comfortable in the 
pressurized cabin. 
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for FW 

provisions for installation of 
several new work stations which 
will be used in the B-36B to 
B-36D conversion program. 

The contract will also call for 
construction of a 1,400-foot 
trench running the length of the 
new paving for utilities which 
will be used at the new stations. 
The present railroad track in that 
area will also be relocated at the 
time of paving. 

Total cost of this new con¬ 
struction is estimated in the 
neighborhood of $300,000. 

A separate contract is sched¬ 
uled to be let for construction of 
additional rest room facilities on 
the west side of the assembly 
building to accommodate workers 
in the new area. 

According to F. C. Clayton, 
chief plant engineer, the project 
will consume approximately 35 
working days. Work is scheduled 
to get under way very shortly. 

“We are planning to have the 
construction work completed by 
March 1,” he explained. 

Approximately 38,000 square 
yards of concrete will be poured 
in the new area. Concrete will 
be 15 inches thick, not reinforced. 

The new area will be used en¬ 
tirely by Conversion, Dept. 62, 
with J. E. Harwell as superin¬ 
tendent, in converting B-36Bs to 
B-36Ds, 
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Active Months Ahead For 
Both Divisions in New Year 


Convair's 1950 prospects, as outlined by its president, 
ranged from “fair" to “excellent" this week as the two 
divisions faced a new year. 

In a New Year’s statement, LaMotte T. Cohu declared: 


Leaman Assistant 
Division Manager 

K. F. Leaman, former works 
manager for Convair SD, was 
appointed assistant division 
manager effective Dec. 22. 

LaMotte T. Cohu, president, 
in announcing the appointment 
indicated the new title would 
permit Leaman to better co¬ 
ordinate activities of the divi¬ 
sion. Cohu, however, continues 
to act as division manager. 

Leaman was transferred to 
SD last August from Ft. Worth 
where he had served since the 
summer of 1947 as works man¬ 
ager. 


The flight test program, which 
will include a number of flights 
and a substantial number of 
hours devoted to comprehensive 
testing of the complicated photo¬ 
graphic and electronic equipment 
on the plane, got under way with 
the first flight, Sunday, Dec. 18. 

First flight was 7 hours and 
1 minute. Pilots were George 
Davis and Francis Keen. Other 
members of crew were: J. D. Mc- 
Eachern, W. P. Easley, S. A. 
Mayfield, B. L. Woods, C. J. 
Driskell. 

Observers were: N. B. Robbins, 
RB-36 project engineer; G. A. 
Hofeller, Capt. R. G. Newbern, 
Capt. R. E. March, Capt. L. 
LeCouvre, Lt. H. F. Smith, Lt. 
D. B. Ingram, Lt. P. W. O’Dwyer, 
Sgt. P. R. McNamara. 

Convair termed the first flight 
“highly successful and an omen 
that the RB-36 will do every¬ 
thing it’s designed for — and 
more.” 

First portion of the RB-36 
flight test program will be com- 


“We are in a strong position 
at Ft. Worth and the year ulti¬ 
mately will see an acceleration in 
B-36 work at FW with rising 
employment, probably up to 
around the 18,000 level. 

“We have a healthy B-36 
backlog, in planes and modi¬ 
fications, and although I can’t 
talk about it, we have plans for 
further improvements.” 

As for San Diego, Cohu indi¬ 
cated the Convair-Liner program 
is continuing with prospects for 
South American sales and the 
division will continue to be bol¬ 
stered by parts programs. 


pleted before the plane’s two jet 
pod nacelles are installed. The 
last portion will be done after 
they are installed. 

While the B-36 is designed 
solely for bombing, the RB-36’s 
mission is to carry cameras and 
electronic equipment which, in 
event of war, would gather infor¬ 
mation about the enemy. 

The equipment is designed to 
locate and evaluate enemy in¬ 
stallations. 


these days, and they’re not com¬ 
ing back! 

In fact, when the pair takes 
off on their flight in the world’s 
largest bomber, they can look 
forward to an experience that 
is unique. 


“At this moment at San 
Diego we are facing an in¬ 
crease in activity centered on 
additional work on our second 
flying boat, manufacture of 
mobile B-36 training units and 
readying a number of Convair- 
Liners for sale,” Cohu con¬ 
tinued. “We have a temporary 
lull in B-36 parts work, how¬ 
ever. 

“Our South American trip was 
well worth while. When the 
problem of money exchange can 
be worked out—and this should 
not take long—we will deliver 
five or six Liners to Brazilian 
lines. We are hopeful that this 
will be only a starter in Brazil 
where the airlines can use 15 or 
20 additional Convairs and are 
greatly interested in the air¬ 
plane. 

“Domestically, we have a lot 
of irons in the fire but I can’t 
report anything definite at this 
time.” 

Cohu indicated that both Acro- 
vias do Brasil and VASP want 
Convair-Liners and have ordered 
several, among them the demon¬ 
strator, No. 927. Before the 
planes can be delivered, installa¬ 
tion of radio operators’ stations 
and gross weight modifications 
will be required. The latter in¬ 
volves boosting the payload per 
airplane by more than 1,000 
pounds on short hauls. 

“We had a lot of enthusiastic 
comment about the 240 in 
South America,” Cohu declared. 
“For example, Dr. Cauby C. 
Araujo, president of Aerovias, 
told me the planes are ‘tailor 
made’ for Brazil; and Dr. Olavo 
Fontouro, president of VASP 


They’re going to fall out of 
the plane. No parachute, either. 

Are they worried? Not a bit. 
In fact, if they ever had a 
thought in the world, it would 
come as a big surprise to Mrs. 
Mary Owen (Dept. 73) who made 
the sawdust-filled dummies. 

Even as dummies though, 
Simon and Dora are playing an 
important part in testing the 
RB-36. Once aloft it will be their 
job to prove that a man jumping 
from either of two escape hatches 
in the camera compartment of 
the plane will clear the plane 
without mishap. 

Other escape hatches are the 
same as those on B-36s, and al¬ 
ready have been proven in tests 
on those airplanes. These tests 
will concern only the two new 
escape hatches provided in the 
new photographic compartment. 

Developed by flight test engi¬ 
neer G. W. Hofeller, the two 
dummies are life size, and to 
make sure they are near the 
weight of ordinary people, the 
dummies will be water-soaked 
just before take-off to bring 
their weight up to about 140 
pounds. 

Just where the big jump will 
take place hasn’t been decided 

About the only two individ¬ 
uals around who won’t be con¬ 
cerned are “Simon” and Dora.” 
Either way is O. K. with them. 
Clear the plane or hit it, they’ll 
be feeling no pain! 



SIMPLE SIMON AND DUMB DORA—These two characters, 
pictured with G. W. Hofeller, flight test engineer who designed 
them, and Mrs. Mary Owen of Dept. 73 FW, who made them from 
duck and sawdust, are slated to dive from an RB-36 escape hatch 
soon to see if they will clear plane. 


RB-36 Successful In 
First Test Flight 

Convair’s newest B-36 model—the RB-36 reconnaissance 
airplane—is now undergoing an extensive flight test pro¬ 
gram at Convair FW, according to Ray O. Ryan, Convair 
vice president and division manager. 


(Continued on Page 2) 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Pair Slated to Fall From B-36 
Hatch Expect to Feel No Pain 

“Simon” and “Dora” are going 
on their first B-36 ride one of 
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Appearing below are Convair 
men who recently received 10- 
year service pin awards. 
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Awards 


FT. WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $31.53 for the 
week ending Dec. 2: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: A. P. Arnold. 
Dept. 24, Tooling: E. S. Grilley, J. G. 
Neal. 

Dept. 44, Nose and Tail: H. W. 
Thompson. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $235.20 for the 
weeks ending Dec. 15 and Dec. 22: 

Dept. 16, Office Services: M. F. Lewis; 
Dept. 22, Production Control: L. W. 
Kerner, W. M. Tucker Jr. ; Dept. 24, 
Planning & Tooling: G. E. Rolston; 
Dept. 27, Inspection & Flight: B. C. 
Piland; Dept. 101, Sheet Metal: E. Heck¬ 
man, R. J. McCrea; Dept. 102, Sub- 
Assy. & Processing: C. B. Davis, R. A. 
Davis (two awards), A. Stieringer. 

Dept. 212, Fuselage: B. Hahn; Dept. 
240, Final Assembly: G. A. Dewey ; Dept. 
310: Fabric & Seat Assy.: J. W. Stark; 
Dept. 360, B-36 Outer Panel Struc.: J. 

H. Beseler, O. P. Bowman; Dept. 365, 
B-36 Bomb Racks: J. B. Smith Sr., M. 

S. Wood Jr. ; Dept. 375, Electronics: L. 
W. Hughes; Dept. 403, Tool & Die Shop: 

L. W. Peterson. 

Service Pins 

FT. WORTH 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Nov. 24 through Dec. 20: 
Ten-year-pin: Dept. 24, J. R. Shuter. 
Five-year-pins: Dept. 3, Bob Vollmer; 
Dept. 4, E. V. Hoover, U. S. McGee; 
Dept. 6, A. M. Michael, J. W. Speight, 

E. C. Treinan, C. R. Walker Jr. ; Dept. 

9, W. E. Garrison, P. R. Hull ; Dept. 14, 

A. H. Noble; Dept. 20, R. M. Kidwell, 

M. G. McLendon. , _ , 

Dept. 22, W. A. Byrd, W. O. Clark, 

L. H. Lloyd, C. G. Moore; Dept. 24, 
W. H. Cohenour; Dept. 25, A. E. Henry, 

C. Sloan ; Dept. 27, T. A. Dickens, R. E. 
Kincaid, C. P. Schenck Jr. ; Dept. 30, 

M. V. Whitaker; Dept. 31, E. H. Boren, 

V. L. Clark, G. E. Coombes, J. B. Grif¬ 
fin Jr., W. T. Hester, H. W. Klein, 

M. E. McFarland, P. M. Mason, W. A. 
Wagner. 

Dept 44, T. E. Atchison, W. T. Har¬ 
well, W. Mathis, E. R. Motley, P. H. 
Suggs, E. M. Wayland; Dept. 45, E. B. 
Piwonka; Dept. 46, A. H. Beasley, R. 
P. Brooks, L. U. Graff, C. D. McGowen ; 
Dept. 47, C. L. Gibson, F. J. Wachs- 
mann; Dept. 50, M. M. Barnes, H. 
Coulston, E. E. Johnson, F. O. Mc¬ 
Donald, F. E. Modgling, W. C. Voyles, 
O. Young. „ 

Dept. 61, J. B. French, E. E. New¬ 
man, I. E. Webster; Dept. 62, R. I. 
Black, R. O. Fullerton, S. F. Harper, 

W. E. Hopkins, W. S. Townsend Jr., 

H. U. Umphress; Dept. 63, E. E. Bass, 

N. S. Tribble, K. A. Tuggle; Dept. 73, 

A. H. Franklin, L. H. Hester, C. B. 

Minor; Dept. 75, R. E. Pursley, R. L. 

Valkman; Dept. 76, T. D. Hughes; Dept. 
81, J. B. Davis, N. W. McLaughlin. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Dec. 20 through Jan. 3: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 25-4, F. S. 
Webster. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, C. W. Chap¬ 
man, H. F. Dunholter, C. B. King Jr., 

G. S. Oliver, W. A. Pickens; Dept. 17, 
M. M .Mason; Dept. 22-1, J. B. Gerding; 
Dept. 24-1, A. M. Walden ; Dept. 25-4, 

H. L. Simmonds; Dept. 31, R. A. Wil¬ 
liams; Dept. 101, H. A. Frank; Dept. 
115, F. J. Eppich Jr. ; Dept. 235, G. L. 
Scheibel Jr. ; Dept. 240, R. C. Dale; 
Dept. 330, A1 Marus. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 10, Florence L. 
Lindquist; Dept. 22-1, J. J. Garmon; 
Dept. 24-3, G. K. Ludeman ; Dept. 101, 
C. B. -Chambers; Dept. 115, G. D. Car- 
roll ; Dept. 212, J. H. Slovacek; Dept. 
330, Tom Chong; Dept. 360, W. P. Loob. 

Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

Following promoted to or within super¬ 
vision and professional and administra¬ 
tive, effective Dec. 15: 

Dept. 4, Material: R. W. King to as¬ 
sistant foreman; J. T. Ringo to statis¬ 
tical analyst A. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: C. W. Harris to 
design group engineer. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: D. E, 
Sloan to industrial engineer A. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: J. L. Coburn to 
department assistant A. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: A. C. Cain 
to assistant foreman; R. M. Keetch to 
assistant foreman; J. M. Strother to 
assistant foreman; H. L. Wickliffe to 
assistant foreman. 

Dept. 43, Bomb Bay: E. L. Faulkner 
to general foreman; G. W. Edwards Jr. 
to foreman. 

Dept. 61, Field Operations: C. N. 
Main to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 62, Conversion: R. L. Purke’y 
to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 73, Sub-Assembly: J. T. Allen 
to assistant foreman ; B. M. Gilbert to 
assistant foreman. 

Dept. 76, Armament: C. F. McClure 
to general foreman; W. H. Flickinger 
to foreman. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promoted to or within supervision and 
professional and administrative effective 
Jan. 1: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: C. H. Williams 
to customer’s service instructor A. 

Dept. 115, Machine Shop: H. Lund to 
assistant foreman, F. Pagliuso to as¬ 
sistant foreman, L. M. Persing to as¬ 
sistant foreman. 


Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end 
of building 7), open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
week days. Safety shoes and prescrip¬ 
tion glasses sold only from 8:30 to 10:30 
and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wednesdays 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE 
(near gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 
p.m. to 4:30 every Tuesday and 3 p.m. 
to 5:30 every Thursday. 

Hitchhikers 

SAN DIEGO 

Two men want ride or riders from 
34th & Adams, 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Ralph 
Bell, Dept. 25, Ext. 311 or Talbot 7836. 

FT. WORTH 

A. J. Ferguson, Dept. 6-7, wants to 
swap rides or join car pool vicinity 4928 
Roanoke (west Ridglea), 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 4127. 

W. W. Shelton, Dept. 81, wants five 
riders from Dallas, 7 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Home phone T-38084, or see at Col. 91-H. 

Jessie L. Daves, Dept. 73, wants ride 
to and from Lake Worth Grocery on 
Jacksboro Highway, 3:45 p.m. to 12:15 
a.m. Home phone NO-6931. 

William P. Boggs (Dept. 45) wants 
ride from Denton, Tex., third shift. Can 
be reached at Denton telephone number 
912-X. If no rides available will take 
riders. 

Bill Sparks (Dept. 9-1) wants ride, 
7:30 to 4:15 from corner of 15th and 
Holman streets. Home telephone NO-4461. 
Ext. 5160 at plant. 

C. V. Shores (Dept. 27-6) has room 
for 5 riders from Arcadia Park in Dallas, 
7:00 to 3:45 shift. May be contacted at 
Dallas phone Y8-2903. 

Betty Martin (Dept. 4-3) wants ride, 
7:30 to 4:15 from 2205 Ross Avenue. 
Home telephone number 6-2263. 

Jimmy L. Stewart (Dept. 11-4) wants 
ride, 7:30 to 4:15 from Grand Prairie. 
Will ride with 7:00 shift if driver will 
wait. Home telephone number M62-5216. 
Ext. 3170 at plant. 




Births 


SAN DIEGO 

BAILEY—Son, Walter II, 7 lbs. 6 oz., 
born Nov. 15 to Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Bailey Jr., Dept. 240. 

COLLETTE—Son, Michael Eugene, 7 
lbs., born Nov. 25 to Mr. and Mrs. R. J. 
Collette, Dept. 102. 

ELLIS—Son, Roberts Dana, 7 lbs., 
born Dec. 2 to Mr. and Mrs. K. H. Ellis, 
Dept. 22. 

GILSTRAP—Son, Charles, 6 lbs. 8 oz., 
born Dec. 23 to Mr. and Mrs. M. D. 
Gilstran. Dept. 22. 

HARKER—Daughter, Vickie Lee. 8 lbs. 
5 oz., born Dec. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 

D. L. Harker, Dept. 401. 

JENNINGS—Daughter, Mary Carol, 6 

lbs. 10 oz., born Dec. 11 to Mr. and 

Mrs. H. F. Jennings, Dept. 25. 

JONES—Son, Melvin Kent, 7 lbs. 3 
oz., born Dec. 10 to Mr. and Mrs. H. 

E. Jones, Dept. 115. 

McCLEAVE—Daughter, Virginia Mar¬ 
garet, 6 lbs. 8 oz.. born Dee. 4 to Mr. 
and Mrs. E. G. McCleave, Dept. 4. 

NELSON— Daughter, Terry Jean, 4 

lbs. 14 oz., born Dec. 17 to Mr. and 

Mrs. S. C. Nelson, Dept. 102. 

ROBERTS—Daughter, Karen Lee, 8 
lbs. 7 oz., born Dec. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Roberts, Dept. 27. 

SILVAS—Daughter, Alice Catherine, 7 
lbs. 12 oz., born Nov. 25 to Mr. and 

Mrs. F. A. Silvas, Dept. 335. 

FT. WORTH 

ENGLISH—Son, Billie Gene, 9 lbs., 
born Dec. 16 to Mr. and Mrs. H. N. 
English, Dept. 30. 


Deaths 


SAN DIEGO 

JARVIS—Gerald L., Dept. 403, died 
Dec. 17. Survivors: wife, two children, 
UPSHAW—James R. Jr., Dept. 9, died 
Dec. 27. Survivors: wife, two sons. 


Cohu Outlines 
Year's Prospects 

(Continued from Page 1) 

(the most active line flying 
between Rio and Sao Paulo, 
third biggest traffic route in 
the world) remarked that the 
Convair is perfect for this 
operation.” 

Speaking of the aircraft out¬ 
look generally, Cohu added: 

“There isn’t any Santa Claus. 
We have to work and work hard 
for what we get nowadays, but 
we at Convair have developed a 
team at both divisions that has 
proved itself in scores of projects 
during 1949. I am more and 
more impressed with what the 
team can do in speed and quality 
of workmanship and I am con¬ 
vinced that during 1950 we can 
beat any competition that comes 
along.” 


H. L. Simmonds 
(Dept. 25 SD) first 
came to San Diego 
in 1888 as a tot. 
Remembers time 
when ocean came 
up to railroad near 
SD plant. Lives at 
3800 31st, has three 
children, all now 


Henry A. Frank 
(Dept. 101 SD) 
came to San Diego 
from Curtiss-Wright 
at St. Louis. He is 
single, lives at 1135 
Third, is enthus- 
i a s t i c fisherman 
both salt and fresh 
water. 
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15 YEARS HONORED—Frank S. Webster (Dept. 25-4 SD), left, 
receives his 15-year pin from J. L. Fechter, production manager. 
Webster has been at SD all his Convair career, though part of time 
was at the parts plant. Married, he lives at 4716 68th Street, has 
J ive children, Myra, 23, Richard, 16, Gene, 14, Frank Jr., 12, and 
Jane, 10. He is quite active in the the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church at Lemon Grove. 


R. A. 
(Dept. 31 


Williams 
SD) 








Crash Kills FW Man 

William D. Hathaway (FW 
Dept. 31) was killed early Christ¬ 
mas day in a traffic accident. He 
had been with Convair for nearly 
three years. 


former Vultee Field 
m a n, is married, 
lives at 55 K in 
Chula Vista, has 
children Stephanie, 
iy 2 , and Steven, 6. 
Recently was own 
contractor in build¬ 
ing new home. 


R. C. Dale (Dept. 
240 SD) lives at 
1 8 3 5 Chicago, is 
married and has 
two children, Shar¬ 
on, 6, and Jacquo- 
lyn, 16 months. At 
one time took lead¬ 
ing interest in pri¬ 
vate flying, still 
holds license. 


John B. Gerding 
(Dept. 22-1 SD) is 
unmarried, lives at 
3311 Granada, en¬ 
joys all sports but 
particularly table 
tennis, badminton, 
tennis and ocean 
swimming. 


A1 Marus (Dept. 
330) lives at 4533 
60th, is married and 
has a son, Paul, 7 
He has a home ma 
chine shop in which 
he makes equipment 
for model railroad¬ 
ers and is enthus¬ 
iast himself. 


G. L. Scheibel Jr. 
(Dept. 235 SD) 
lives at 6121 Madrid, 
is marired and gar¬ 
dens and works on 
home as hobby. 
Rose garden is out¬ 
standing, some of 
his roses measure 
3*4 inches across. 


A. M. Walden 
(Dept. 24-1 SD) is 
married and has 
three children, Anna 
Clare, 4, twins; 
Kathryn Jean and 
Wesley Ernest, 2. 
Lives in Spring 
Valley. Does wood 
and metal work in 
home workshop. 


J. R. Shuter, 
Convair FW Dept. 
24-8, started to 
work at SD divi¬ 
sion. Is married, 
has three children, 
Phyllis, 12, Sandra, 
11, and David, 9. 
Favorite sport is 
bowling in 750 
League. 


Convair Skaters to Be in Cast 
For Ft. Worth Ice Show Jan. 14 


Two Convair couples and the 
children of six Convair parents 
will be included in the cast when 
the Ft. Worth Figure Skating 
Club presents the show “Melody 
on Ice of 1950” on Jan. 14. 

The show will include a cast 
of 150 local ice skaters, both pro¬ 
fessional and amateur. 

In addition to a number of solo 
and specialty acts, the show will 
include a number of dancing and 
precision chorus skating num¬ 
bers. 

“Melodies of 1950” will be pre¬ 


sented at the Will Rogers Coli¬ 
seum. 

Convair couples in the cast 
are Mr. and Mrs. Jack Samuelson 
(6), and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bates 
(24-0). 

Convair children, and their 
parents’ department numbers, in¬ 
clude Jeanette Labounty (6), 
Pamela Bates (24), Glenna Car¬ 
ter (6), Sue Crotty (6), Ken 
Samuelson (6), and Terry Smith 
(3). 

Rehearsals for the show began 
Dec. 8. 






THE SKATERS' WALTZ—The two Convair couples pictured, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bates (24-0) at left, and Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Samuelson (6), practice some of the precision maneuvers that will 
be included in the show "Melody on Ice of 1950." The show will 
be presented at Will Rogers Coliseum on January 14. The cast 
includes the two Convair couples pictured as well as children of 
six other Convair families. 


SD Auditor, 41, Dies 

James R. Upshaw Jr. (Dept. 9 
SD) died suddenly Dec. 27 fol¬ 
lowing an emergency operation 
to remove a brain tumor. 

Upshaw was 41. He was born 
in Birmingham, Ala., and had 
been with Convair since Novem¬ 
ber, 1941. Survivors include his 
wife, Maurine, and two sons, 
Jimmy, 10, and Lynn, 2 V 2 . 


RB-36 First Flight Successful 

’ compartment are a total of 14 
different cameras—the largest 
photographic set-up ever carried 
one aircraft. It includes a 


(Continued from Page 1) 

While its mission is reconnais¬ 
sance, the RB-36 carries the 
same defensive equipment as the 
B-36: sixteen 20-millimeter can¬ 
non to ward off atacks by enemy 
planes. 

Externally, it looks almost 
identical to earlier B-36s except 
when bomb bay doors open. Early 
model B-36s had bomb bay doors 
which slip upward parallel to and 
alongside the fuselage. On the 
RB-36, and eventually on all 
B-36s, new quick-acting bomb 
bay doors fold open somewhat 
in the fashion of a clam shell. 
They open or close in two sec¬ 
onds, and are used to drop flares 
which enable the plane’s photo¬ 
graphic equipment to photograph 
enemy territory at night. 

Most photographic equipment 
is carried inside the fuselage in 
what makes up bomb bay No. 1 
on B-36s. In the photographic 


large aerial camera with a 48- 
inch focal length lens. The cam¬ 
era is equipped with automatic 
apparatus by which it does its 
own computing of exposures. 

In flight, the photo navigator 
is stationed in the lower nose of 
the plane in the spot used by the 
bombardier in B-36s. The photo 
navigator navigates the RB-36 
and also gives orders for the 
taking of photographs. 

The building of the prototype 
RB-36 was proposed almost two 
years ago, and the mock-up com¬ 
pleted at Convair FW on March 
17, 1949. The Air Force’s 689 
board inspected the prototype in 
November and passed on it from 
engineering, safety and other 
aspects prior to the first test 
flight Dec. 18. 















































January 4, 1950 


CONVAIRIETy 


Page 3 


1949 Saw B-36 Orders Climb, Parts Work Start at SD 


Completion of XC-99 and 7002 
Among Old Year Milestones 

Convair passed many a milestone during 1949. 

Listed chronologically below are some of the more 
significant dates which deserve a place in Conva,ir’s memory 
book for the year: 


JAN. 11—Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation born at SD with Russ 
Osgood named first president. 

JAN. 19—Air Force is ordering 
39 more B-36s, bringing to 134 
the total scheduled to this date. 

JAN. 20—Five B-36s of Eighth 
Air Force fly non-stop to 
Washington and return as part 
of inaugural ceremonies for 
President Truman. 



EARTHQUAKER —Here is a 
42,000-lb. bomb going aboard a 
B-36. Two such bombs were 
carried and dropped Jan. 29 for 
a world's record. 

JAN. 28—Convair 7002, delta 
wing plane, made public. 

JAN. 29—Two largest bombs in 
the world, each weighing 42,000 
pounds, are dropped during Air 
Force B-36 flight from Ft. 
Worth to Muroc, Calif., and 
return, largest bomb load ever 
carried by an airplane. 

FEB. 11—XC-99 flown to FW 
from SD to complete test pro¬ 
gram. 

FEB. 16—C. H. White promoted 
from superintendent to factory 
manager at FW. . . . R. C. Se- 
bold, former chief engineer at 
Convair FW, named director of 
engineering for Convair. J. W. 
Larson succeeds Sebold as 
chief engineer at FW. . . . 
Completed Convair-Liners total 
130. 

MAR. 2 — Convair retirement 
plan provision relaxed to per¬ 
mit participation after only 
single year with company. . . . 
Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg, U. S. 
Air Force chief, on inspection 
trip, described B-36 as tops 
over any other long-range 
bomber in world. . . . Three 
new superintendents named at 
Convair FW: K. A. Day, for 
final and sub-assembly; J. E. 
Harwell, for major assembly; 
and Grady Henry, for field 
operations. 


MAR. 12—B-36 flown by Eighth 
Air Force lands after 43 hours 
and 37 minutes in the air to 
complete successfully longest 
simulated bombing mission in 
history carrying a 10,000-pound 
bomb load. Plane flew a total 
of 9,600 miles. 

MAR. 15—Convair and Air Force 
personnel FW receive official 
commendation from Air Force 
for accomplishing B-36 flights 
believed to be longest high alti¬ 
tude missions in history. Mis¬ 
sions included flights of more 
than 12 hours at more than 
40,000 feet. 

MAR. 16—Harvey C. Tafe named 
manager of Washington office 
and J. P. Shaw as Washington 
representative. 

MAR. 26—Prototype B-36D with 
four jet engines supplementing 
six piston-driven engines 
makes successful first test 
flight of three hours and 15 
minutes. 

MAR. 28—First Convair-Liner 
destined for Orient Airways in 
Pakistan leaves SD piloted by 
first Convair crew to make de¬ 
livery hop abroad since the 
war. Arrived April 21, delayed 
a week by weather. 

APR. 11—E. D. Robinson elected 
president of CRA at SD. 

APR. 13—Company annual re¬ 
port issued to all employees. 
. . . the name “Peacemaker” is 
selected from more than 600 
entries in bomber naming con¬ 
test at both FW and SD. . . . 
Announcement made that or¬ 
ders for 36 more B-36s have 
been received from the Air 
Force. This number added to 
all previous orders makes a 
total of 170. 

APR.' 15—Convair's XC-99 estab¬ 
lishes weight-lifting record in 



RECORD PAYLOAD—During 
1949, the San Diego-built XC-99 
was shifted to FW for comple¬ 
tion and is shown here in take¬ 
off with 100,000 pounds of pay- 
load, a record. 



L-13 ON WATER —Among 
interesting developments of year 
was creation of floats for Con- 
vair's L-13 liaison plane. Plane 
is shown here during first tests 
in San Diego Bay. 

take-off from FW with a 
100,000-pound payload, largest 
ever lifted by any airplane. 
This completed Convair’s test 
flights of big plane. 

APR. 30—A Western Convair- 
Liner sets new commercial air 
transport record of one hour, 
49 minutes between San Fran¬ 
cisco and Portland. 

MAY 9—D. C. Burrows promoted 
to assistant division manager 
at Convair FW. . . . J. C. 
Felix transferred from SD to 
be division controller. 

MAY 11—Impending manufac¬ 
ture of B-36 component parts 
at SD announced. . . . L. L. 
Tuttle, formerly general fore¬ 
man of Bomb Bay (43), named 
superintendent of Major As¬ 
sembly, succeeding J. E. Har¬ 
well, transferred to newly- 
created post of superintendent 
of conversion (62 and 63). 
MAY 14—First Convair-Liner 
China-bound for Central Air 
Transport leaves SD on 14,000- 
mile delivery flight. (Arrived 
May 31.) 

MAY 16—Total of 354 Convair 
FW and Air Force families 
among those suffering dam¬ 
ages in Trinity River flood, 
worst in city's history. 

MAY 18—Convair SD becomes 
first aircraft concern to win 
award of honor from National 
Safety Council for third time. 
MAY 26—Air Force accepts de¬ 
livery of Convair XC-99 cli¬ 
maxing work at both Convair 
SD and FW. 

JUNE 4—First CRA dance at SD 
attended by 5,000. 

JUNE 8—Air Force acceptance 
of Convair model 7002, desig¬ 
nated XF-92A, announced. . . . 
First B-50 nose en route to 
Seattle from SD. . . . Plans 
for organization of Convair 
Recreation Association at FW 
announced following installa¬ 
tion of soft drink, candy and 
cigaret machines. 

JUNE 22—C. J. Hall is elected 
president of newly formed 
CRA at FW. . . . E. D. Rohn 
is appointed chief project engi¬ 
neer at Convair FW. 


Bomber Wins Its Spurs During 
Year in Design-Proving Flights 


JULY 6—The 1949 Science 
Award of the Air Force Asso¬ 
ciation presented to Convair 
in recognition for work on the 
B-36. 

JULY 14—W. M. Shanahan, Con¬ 
vair secretary and treasurer, 
dies. 

JULY 19—V. C. Schorlemmer 
named secretary and treasurer. 

JULY 20—XP5Y-1 flying boat 
moved across Lindbergh Field 
to seaplane ramp at SD. 

AUG. 12—Air Force Secretary 
Symington announces that a 
B-36 has met and exceeded its 
design aim in flying non-stop 
and without refueling more 
than 10,000 miles, carrying a 
10,000-pound bomb load which 
was dropped at the half-way 
mark. 

AUG. 16—A shift in key execu¬ 
tives at FW and SD results in 
Ernest Wenigmann being ap¬ 
pointed FW works manager 
and K. F. Leaman SD works 
manager. ... New organiza¬ 
tion line-up at FW puts all 
direct production departments 
(fabrication, conversion, field 
operations, final assembly and 
major assembly) under Factory 
manager C. H. White, while 
V. C. Gillon is promoted to 
production manager directing 
activities of material, traffic, 
tooling, plant engineering, and 
production control. White and 
Gillon responsible to Works 
Manager Wenigmann. . . . P. I. 
Stevens of SD becomes super¬ 
intendent of production control 
at FW, while Roy Coykendall 
assumes same duties at SD. 

SEPT. 1—John V. Naish replaces 
R. L. Mussen as director of 
Contracts for corporation and 
manager for SD. 

SEPT. 14—$5,000 extra coverage 
for poliomyelitis added to com¬ 
pany insurance. . . . CRA or¬ 
ganized at Dairigerfield with 
H. B. Godwin as president. 

SEPT. 22—T-29 makes first test 
flight. 

SEPT. 24—More than 8,000 at¬ 
tend SD's first CRA picnic-cir¬ 
cus. 

SEPT. 26—Ray O. Ryan, Con¬ 
vair FW division manager and 
R. C. Sehold, Convair general 
office director of engineering, 
named Convair vice-presidents. 

SEPT. 30—Convair FW an¬ 
nounces creation of new de¬ 
partment, Electronics (75), 
with appointment of G. E. 
(Cy) Sylvester as superintend¬ 
ent. 

OCT. 16—A. W. Morgan trans¬ 
ferred from FW to SD as fac¬ 
tory manager. 

OCT. 19—“Target: Peace” re¬ 
leased. 



FIRST FLIGHT—The B-36, 

newly equipped with jet pods on 

each wing for extra power, made 

its first test flight with the ad¬ 
ditional power plants March 26. 

NOV. 4—Air Force raises orders 
for T-29s from 36 to 48 planes. 

NOV. 18—Air Force 689 board 
completes inspection of RB-36, 
reconnaissance version of B-36 
at Convair FW. 

NOV. 19—XP5Y-1 goes in water 
for first time. 

NOV. 20—“927” demonstrator 
leaves on eastern airline tour, 
takes off for South America, 
Dec. 2, and returns to SD, 
Dec. 23. 

NOV. 23—Proposed production 
version of C-99, designed to 
haul bigger troop and cargo 
loads farther than any other 
plane, under consideration by 
Air Force. 

DEC. 6—-Transfers put Superin¬ 
tendent K. A. Day in charge of 
FW field operations, Superin¬ 
tendent Grady Henry in charge 
of factory operations on second 
shift, and Superintendent W. 
H. Govett in charge of final 
assembly. 

DEC. 14—“689” board convenes 
at SD to inspect first com¬ 
pleted T-29 airplane. 

DEC. 17 & 18—Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association at FW gives 
biggest party in Ft. Worth's 
history for thousands of chil¬ 
dren of Convair families. 



THE DELTA WING—Sleek 
experimental ship built by Con¬ 
vair for the Air Force, the model 
7002, now the XF-92A, was 
turned over to military forces for 
use in testing the delta wing 
design during 1949. 





POWER FOR FLYING BOAT—Here are first pictures released showing turbo¬ 
prop engines built by Allison Division, General Motors, for XP5Y-I flying boat 
finder construction at SD for the Navy. Engine is designed to drive counter¬ 


rotating propellers through extension shafts and reduction gear. All of the four 
engines destined to power the flying boat already have arrived at San Diego 
and are undergoing ground testing. 
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WASHED AND DRIED—The packaging of highly-tooled spare parts at Convair FW is an object 
lesson in cleanliness. On some parts, such as bearings, even traces of fingerprints must be removed 
before the parts are packaged. Cleaning of this nature is done in tanks of naphtha. After cleaning, 
parts are then completely dried under reflecting floodlights, as pictured. Marvin Woodward (Dept. 
20-3) checks to see if all are dry. 

Parts For B-36 Packed as 


A DOUBLE DIP—Robert Remsey (FW Dept. 20-3) dips two 
hands full of spare parts into a preservative tank prior to the parts 
being sent to Air Force bases where B-36 maintenance is carried on. 
Handled by the spare parts shipping section, preservation of spare 
parts can lead to extensive work—such as when a quick-change 
engine, weighing about one-half of one ton, is required to be placed 
into an air-tight bag, along with dehydrating agent. 





per. 

Other parts, of a more delicate 
nature, are sealed into metal-foil 
bags which are completely air¬ 
tight when sealed with a hot iron. 

A variation of this process is 
used on parts that can be dam¬ 
aged by the small amount of 
moisture contained in the air in¬ 
side of the bag. When they are 
sealed, the bags contain a de¬ 
hydrating agent that absorbs all 
moisture in the air. 


Also sealed in with the parts 
are small portions of indicator. 
Blue when completely dry, these 


Convair Women Give 


Aid in Auto Crash 


A FAMILY AFFAIR—When the Ragans do anything, it's as a 
family unit, and that includes going to work, too. Recently, C. A. 
Ragan and his two sons, Theron and Adolphus, pictured left to 
right above, reported to work at Convair FW. They were assigned 
to Dept. 46. Immediately before coming to Convair, the three 
owned and operated a service station in Greenville. According to 
the father, it has always been that way. Except for time the two 
sons spent in the army, the three have worked together on the same 
jobs for the past 17 years. They are pictured checking in on their 
first day of work at Convair. 


J. D. Goodman, Convair FW, 
Dept. 50, wants to know the 
names of two Convair women 
who came to his aid after an 
automobile accident, Dec. 12. 
Goodman was driving on Grant’s 
Lane when his car collided with 
another driven by a job applicant. 

The two women, on their way 
to work, helped Goodman to the 
dispensary where he was treated 
for head cuts. “I was too groggy 
at the time to find out who they 
were, but I want to know so I 
can thank them personally for 
their helpfulness,” he said. 


CONVAIR CLASSROOM—A small segment of the 230 class 
members group around a jet engine (Model J-47) for some extra 
information from their instructor. The class members, from several 
Convair FW departments as well as from Carswell Air Force Base, 
are being taught the theory of jet engines at regular classes being 
held at the plant. The model used for classroom work is a regular 
jet engine. The group pictured above include, left to right, D. R. 
Phillips, representative from General Electric who conducts the 
class, M/Sgt. Clyde Youngblood, W. H. Barling, A. W. Gecmen, 
C. W. Wirtanen, R. E. Powers, 1st Lt. R. L. English, and Capt, 
K. L. Allen. 


ed at intervals to determine if 
the seal is still intact. 

The fourth process used for 
sealing parts consists of wrap¬ 
ping them in heavily-waxed 
paper, then dipping all into 
hot wax to further seal the 
package. 

Any number of intermediate 
functions are performed at the 
section from the time they re¬ 
ceive the parts until they are 
sent out. Some parts are cleaned 
in naphtha, then completely dried 
under reflecting floodlights. 
Parts are packed in appropriate 
containers and tagged for ship¬ 
ment. Some are even packed 
with felt material which absorbs 
all shocks and jars. 

Size has no influence on what 
goes to the section. Probably the 
smallest piece handled is a lock 
washer, about Vs of one inch in 
diameter. Likewise, quick-change 
engines, weighing about one-half 
a ton, are frequently sealed in 
air-tight bags for shipment to 
distant points. 

All told, it requires nearly 60 
people to keep spare parts ship¬ 
ping section functioning smooth¬ 
ly. Their department, located in 
the extreme southeast corner of 
the assembly building, is so far 
removed from the bulk of the 
plant that many workers never 
realize that it exists. 


Carefully as Diamonds 


Rugged as the B-36 is once it's completed, some of 
the parts which go into it receive much gentler care than 
the most expensive diamond in the hands of a jeweler. 
Nowhere is this painstaking 


care more evident than in the 
spare parts shipping section 
(20-3) at Convair FW where 
thousands of spare parts for the 
B-36 are preserved and wrapped 
daily for shipment to Air Force 
bases for B-36 maintenance. 

There, Convair workers are 
regularly called upon to wrap 
items so that they can be handled 
in stockrooms for as much as 
20 years. And the wrappings are 
expected to remain airtight dur¬ 
ing that entire time! 

The care used in handling 
some parts, such as highly- 
polished bearings, goes to such 
extremes as removing every 
trace of fingerprint before the 
part is wrapped. 

On the other hand, many 
larger items which have pre¬ 
viously been coated with green 
primer, are merely packed in 
w-ooden crates without additional 
preservatives being used. 

A big function of the section 
(20-3) is seeing that each spare 
part sent out is properly pre¬ 
served. Tanks containing a va¬ 
riety of preservatives line one 
side of the section at the extreme 
south end of the plant. 


A number of heavy parts, prin¬ 
cipally made of magnesium or 
steel, are dipped in the heaviest 
solution, which ex-GI’s would 
recognize, as the tar-like cosmo- 
line used as a preservative on 
some rifle issues. This material, 
once applied to a part, forms a 
hard, thick layer of grease nearly 
impossible to remove. 

Another tank contains “light 
oil,” which compares closely to 
heavy lubricating oil. A wide 
number of rivets, washers, bolts 
and other parts are dipped in this 
particular preservative. 

Finest preservative used is 
process 576. Reduced to com¬ 
mon terms, this is nothing 
other than fish oil of about the 
same consistency as cod liver 
oil—and of about the same 
odor. 

In this vat goes the fine bear¬ 
ings, oil coolers, and other high¬ 
ly-tooled parts. 

Once dipped in preservatives, 
the parts are allowed to hang on 
racks until excess oil has dripped 
off. 

Wrapping is a matter of “de¬ 
grees” too, all according to speci¬ 
fications. For example, some 


RAPID WRAPPERS—A beehive of activity at Convair FW is 
the spare parts shipping section which handles all preserving and 
wrapping of B-36 spare parts sent from the FW division. Some of 
these spares are packaged in such a manner that they will still be 
intact and ready for use 20 years from now. A more simple pack¬ 
aging merely calls for wrapping in waterproof and acid-proof paper. 
It is this latter method which Lester Martin, at left, and E. D. Spain 
(Dept. 20-3) are using in the above picture. 


parts are simply wrapped in 
heavy red paper that is com¬ 
pletely acid and water proof. Oil 
used as a preserving material 
can never soak through this wrap¬ 


indicators turn pink when they 
are subjected to the slightest bit 
of moisture. Parts packed by 
this process are normally inspect¬ 
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summers. 


CHINCHILLA RAISER — W. 
D. Cox, Convair FW Dept. 44, 
holds a pair of valuable chinchil¬ 
las, tiny rabbit-like animals which 
he raises in an air conditioned 
garage. Cox raises the regis¬ 
tered animals for breeding pur¬ 
poses only—although their fur is 
so valuable that a full length 
coat might cost $100,000! 


Cox and Beavers began raising 
the animals from a single pair 
one and a half years ago. Now 
they own 15, which they sell 
only for breeding purposes. Their 
most profitable sale netted $1,400 
for one pair. 

Because of the rarity of the 
true steel gray fur, there are 
only a few chinchilla coats in the 
world. Cox saw one coat exhibit¬ 
ed at a chinchilla show priced 
at $100,000. 

In spite of their initial cost, 
the chinchillas are economical 
and easy to raise, according to 
Cox. Their feed, which consists 
of grain and ordinary rabbit food, 
costs approximately $3 a year. 
Their only “must” is that the 
temperature be kept cool. One 
summer day Cox found the little 
animals in various stages of 
prostration after the air condi¬ 
tioning unit failed. The little 
animals were revived only after 
electric fans and cakes of ice 
cooled things off. Now, the chin¬ 
chilla raisers have an extra air 
conditioning unit ready for emer¬ 
gencies. 


Flabbergasted! 

'Blunder' Wins Race for Novice 
Skipper Sailing a New Boat 

“Aw, come on and race,” the sloop skipper called. 

M. M. (Bud) Reynolds (Dept.. 24-6 SD) was out in his 
newly purchased sail boat for only the second time and 
was feeling unsure of himself. He called back: “Sorry, 
I’ve never raced in my life . . . don’t know how.” 

“Come on, we’ll teach you,” the 
sloop skipper insisted. 

So Bud pointed for the SD 
Yacht Club and jockeyed his 
Luders No. 16 into position at 
the starting line. The other boats 
were mostly PIC class sloops, all 
built for racing and piloted by 
experienced skippers. The race 
was from the yacht club, past 
the Civic Center to near the 
Coronado ferry slips and return. 

“Where are the buoys?” Bud 
called as the boats hit the 
starting line. 

“Follow us and we’ll show 
you,” the rival skippers called. 

Bud didn’t intend to follow 
anyone, if he could help it, and 
his new racing boat had the same 
idea. He was in the lead within 
a few yards and held it for the 
first leg and was still in front 
on the tack toward the ferry 
slips. 

This happened last summer 
and the climax is one of the 
strangest in San Diego racing 
history. Completely without 
racing experience, sailing an 
unfamiliar craft in the first 
real competition of his life, 

Reynolds won—by the unbe¬ 
lievable margin of 45 minutes! 

What happened was this. On 
the return journey Reynolds, 
holding a fair but by no means 
decisive lead, struck out on a di¬ 
rect course across the center of 
the bay. The other boats hugged 
the shore and although Bud de¬ 
cided he must have missed a 
buoy, he kept on going all alone, 
beating up the bay. He tied up 
at the yacht club and waited for 
the others to arrive. 

“It shouldn’t happen to a dog,” 
the beaten skippers complained 
forty-five minutes later. “We 
knew what Reynolds didn’t know, 


ONE-YEAR-OLD VICTIM 

Funeral services for Larry 
Wayne Wright, one-year-old son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Roy W. Wright 
(FW Dept. 44) were held Dec. 24 
in Roanoke, Tex. Burial followed 
in the Roanoke cemetery. The 
child died in a Ft. Worth hospital 


that the tide was coming in 
and stayed close to shore to 
miss the current. What we didn’t 
know, however, was that there 
was more than enough wind out 
in the bay to offset the current. 
Reynolds caught the wind while 
we were in the lee of North Is¬ 
land.” 

Although this was his first 
racing victory, Bud has been sail¬ 
ing since he built his own boat 
back in 1938. That was quite a 
contraption. He made it out of 
bicycle wheels (using the rims 
for ribs) and canvas. The re¬ 
mains of an airplane sleeve tar¬ 
get passed for a sail. Another 
home-built boat followed this and 
last summer Bud made the big 
jump, and bought his present 
craft, the Sub-Deb, 26 feet over¬ 
all, 16 feet at the waterline, beam 
5 feet 9, weight 3,200 pounds of 
which 1,600 is lead in the keel. 

The first race didn’t end 
Reynolds’ victories. He raced 
three times more before the 
season ended and won all three, 
but by narrower margins than 
his first. 


MOBILE TRAINING PANEL—One of the 27 panels that make up a complete B-36D Mobile 
Training unit is that pictured above which shows the operation of a fire detector and extinguishing 
system on the B-36. An order for two complete units, plus several extra panels, has been received 
at Convair FW with the Air Materiel Command. Basic design was completed at Convair FW. De¬ 
tail designing and production will be handled by the San Diego division. Arrow points to one of 
the "fire detector points" where a red light flashes when temperature rises and an indicator light 
goes on in pilot's enclosure. A switch then may be thrown to release fire extinguishing agent in 
area where temperature is increasing. 


Letter to Editor 

Dear Sir: 

Allow me a small correction 
on your news about “Lives Cross 
Again” in your issue of Nov. 9, 
1949, page 3. 

Java is not a “small” island 
because it has a length of 630 
miles with 60 million inhabitants. 
Notwithstanding, sir, I appreci¬ 
ate your paper very much. 

IR. H. A. M. C. DIBBITS 
Bloemendaal, Bispincklaan 
Holland 

What the reader couldn’t 
know was that the story in 
question originated in Texas 
where 630 miles is considered 
scarcely more than a fair golf 
shot. 


Help in Chest Drive 
Brings FW Thanks 

A letter of appreciation for 
Convair FW employees’ efforts 


A COLD FUTURE—The weather for the 10 men pictured above 
is bound to be cold and snowy, regardless of what it may be at 
Convair FW. The group, which includes two Convair service rep¬ 
resentatives and eight Air Force personnel, left in a B-36 from 


ra, Ft * Community Q arswe || Air Force Base on December 14, their ultimate stop being 

Chest campaign has been re- -------- — - - - - r _ 


Ladd Field, Alaska. There, the group, with additional Air Force 
help, will conduct winterization tests on the B-36D. The group 
includes, left to right, T/Sgt. N. E. Anderson, M/Sgt. Walter Hol¬ 
loway, Convairman A. V. Fant, T/Sgt. Anthony Vaivoda ((in rear), 
^ ^ Capt. R. L. Urquhart, in charge of the group, Lt. J. P. Martin (in 
its quota of rear), N. N. Lacy, Convair representative, Lt. J. F. Mosher, M/Sgt. 
H. C. Bush, and M/Sgt. D. J. G. Tammen. 


ceived from Homer Covey, presi¬ 
dent of the organization. 

During the Chest drive, which 
closed at the plant in November, 

Convair FW oversubscribed by a 
substantial 
$34,526. 

Covey’s letter read in part, 

“It is most difficult for me to 
adequately express to your em¬ 
ployees the deep appreciation of 
the Ft. Worth Community Chest 
for the unusually fine job done 
in the recent Chest campaign. 

“Certainly these funds will be 

used to the advantage of many . , „ , . , ... 

people. This, I hope, will bring the y should be well-stocked with 


Two FW Field Reps Leave Aboard 
B-36 for a Winter in Alaska 


When two Convair FW field 
service representatives return to 
their home station next spring, 


a good measure of real personal 
satisfaction to every person who 
participated.” 


HEELING OVER—M. M. Reynolds of SD shows off his Sub Deb, 
racing sloop he plans to enter in Los Angeles races Feb. 22 with 


on Dec. 23 following an accident. E. C. Terry of Dept. 24-1 as crew. 


yarns and stories. 

The two, A. V. Fant and N. N. 
Lacy, Jr., left Dec. 14 aboard a 
B-36 en route to Ladd Field, 
Alaska, where winterization tests 
on the revised B-36 will be con¬ 
ducted. First leg of the hop was 
to Eglin Field, Fla. From there 
they headed for Alaska. 

According to members of the 
Air Force crew making the trip 
with the representatives, chief 
recreational occupation at the far 
northern base is “swapping 
yarns” from supper time until 
bed time. 

Several of the crew members 
have made previous winter tests 
at the Alaska station, and know 
whereof they speak. 

In outlining some of the things 
that the two Convair men can 
look forward to meeting, M/Sgt. 
D. J. G. Tammen, who made the 
previous trips to Alaska in 1947 
and 1948, said that minus 65 de¬ 
gree weather is a common-place 
item. 

“We go from Ft. Worth to Eg¬ 
lin Field where our home base 


is,” Sgt. Tammen explained. “So, 
we’ll take off in 75 degree 
weather. About 19 hours later, 
when we land, the temperature 
will be down around minus 20 
degrees. It’s just in the process 
of getting cold up there now.” 

The switch from hot to cold 
weather isn’t as bad though as 
the return trip, Sgt. Tammen ex¬ 
plained. 

“The heat really annoys you 
when you first get back,” he said. 

“You can’t afford to eat out,” 
he said. “Last year two eggs, 
bacon, and toast cost $1.50. But¬ 
ter is $2 a pound.” 

When the B-36 took off from 
Carswell Air Force base for 
Florida, it carried a crew of 
eight, in addition to the Convair 
men. 

These eight included Capt. R. 
L. Urquhart, pilot and head of 
the group, Lt. J. P. Martin, 
M/Sgt. Walter Holloway, T/Sgt. 
Anthony Vaivoda, Lt. J. F. 
Mosher, M/Sgt. H. C. Bush, and 
M/Sgt. Tammen. 

At Eglin Field, additional Air 
Force personnel will be added to 
the crew to assist with the win¬ 
terization tests. These tests will 
last approximately four months. 


It's Easier on the Pocketbook To 
Raise Chinchillas Than Wear 'Em 


If your wife thinks you’re 
“chinchy” because you didn’t 
hang a chinchilla coat on her 
Christmas tree, refer her to W. 
D. Cox, Dept. 44, assembler at 
Convair FW. 

Cox, another of several Con¬ 
vair employees who raise chin¬ 
chillas, may help you by explain¬ 
ing that enough of his little ani¬ 


mals to make such a coat would 
cost in the neighborhood of 
$ 100 , 000 ! 

Cox, together with his father- 
in-law, R. A. Beavers, raise the 
valuable animals in Beavers’ gar¬ 
age, 3808 Calmont. The garage 
is equipped with air conditioning- 
refrigeration units to insure the 
animals’ survival in the Texas 
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Ft. Worth Crowns a Score of Champions During Year 



CVAC 


OUTSTANDING IN SPORTS—From among a record turn-out for athletics at 
Convair FW during 1949, here are a few of the outstanding. I. Tony Lopez, 
"Rag Arm" Martin and C. D. Russell, pitchers of Tooling softball team, intra-plant 
champions. 2. Fred Brown, right, repeated in tennis in 1949 with Phil Mahaffey 
as runner-up. 3. L. M. Armstrong and C. H. Stanley, captains for undefeated 


CRA golf team. 4. C. A. Taylor, winner in horseshoe singles and doubles. 5. Wes¬ 
ley Gowins levels during championship washer game he won. 6. O. T. Fuller 
(number 3) stretches for a basket during city play-off which Convair "Termites" 
won. 7. Fishing championship went to J. L. Henderson Jr. for 7 ^/ 2 -pound bass. 
8. Joe Portwood and trophy as all events winner at tournament. 


Sports Year Sets Record 
For Participation at FW 

Convair FW athletes—armchair variety and otherwise 
—came into their own during 1949, the first season in 
which employee activities operated under the new Convair 
Recreation Association at FW. 


With the increased opportuni¬ 
ties offered Convair folks under 
the CRA, a greater percentage 
of employees plunged into the 
hotly-contested sports competi¬ 
tion than ever before in the divi¬ 
sion^ history. 

Plant wise, it remained for two 
“spare moments” sports to catch 
the fancy of the greatest number 
of Convair people. The two, of 
course, were washer pitching and 
horseshoe throwing, and thirty 
seconds after the sound of a 
lunchtime whistle, one could find 
hundreds of washer stands and 
horseshoe pegs being put to im¬ 
mediate use. 

In the horseshoe department, 
C. A. Taylor (30) won out¬ 
standing honors when he walk¬ 
ed away with the plant singles 
championship at the close of 
a plantwide tournament. He 
teamed with N. C. Kelly, of 
the same department, to take 
the doubles crown as well. 

Washer pitchers on the day 
shift bowed down to a single 
family during the closing 
games of their tourney. The 
three top players of the shift 
turned out to be Wesley, Rob¬ 
ert and G. A. Gowins. Wesley 
(44), spilled his two brothers 
by the wayside, then went on 
to dump L. F. Ferguson (25), 
second shift winner, and gain 
for himself the title of cham¬ 
pion washer pitcher at Convair. 
Softball was another major at¬ 
traction for the active set, both 
in intra-plant and city-wide 
leagues. 

In the plant, four first shift 


and four second shift teams bat¬ 
tled their way through a wild 
season. An estimated 150 players 
reported for original workouts. 

In the plant tournament, the 
field narrowed down to Major 
Assembly on the first shift and 
Tooling Termites on the second 
shift. The night-time represen¬ 
tatives got the best in this 
sport and as the season closed, 
Tooling Termites could boast 
the champion softball team. 

Convair-sponsored softball 
teams in the three city leagues 
made more than a creditable 
showing for themselves and the 
plant. The Convairs took only 
until mid-July to cinch first place 
in the Sycamore league. They 
continued on to the semi-finals 
of the city play-off tourney 
where they were defeated by the 
ultimate tournament winners. 
The Bombers were dropped in 
the quarter-finals of the play-off, 
after winning first place in the 


FW Golfers Defeat 
Carswell 28 V 2 to 7 V 2 

The undefeated CRA golf team 
at Convair FW downed an 
Eighth Air Force squad from 
Carswell Air Force Base in a 
match Dec. 17 at Rivercrest 
Country Club. . 

Final score showed CRA 28^ 
points and Carswell IV 2 points. 
The team captained by L. H. 
Armstrong was made up of C. A. 
Taylor, Joe Doggett, J. T. Tyler, 
John Ringo, J. I. Pratt, Jack 
Samuelson and Fred Foster. 


Texas league. The CVAC team 
garnered second place spot in the 
East Texas league. 

The Convair baseball team, 
adopted by Convair Recreation 
Association at mid-season, came 
through in second place in the 
Ft. Worth American league. 
After winning the first half of 
league play, the team lost the 
second half in the tenth inning 
of the final game, then dropped 
the play-off series to a Poly 
Merchants team. 

Basketball was another big 
drawing attraction, both within 
the plant and in the city league. 
The Tooling Termites from 
Dept. 24 went through an en¬ 
tire season without defeat in 
the plant, only to be dropped 
by the Carswell Air Force base 
team in the city play-offs. 

The same Air Force team also 
hexed the plant representative 
in the city league, the Convairs. 
The two teams finished first and 
second respectively in Industrial 
League play. 

At the opening of the 1949-50 
basketball season, eight basket¬ 
ball teams, from departments 50, 
30, 43, 73, 47, 24-1, and two from 
6, again formed the intra-plant 
league. 

The Industrial League repre¬ 
sentative, again managed by Ed 
Tucknies, had three starters 
from last year’s squad, and ap¬ 
peared to be on its way toward 
another successful season. 

Convair golfers, numbering 
more than 200 through the en¬ 
tire season, kept local courses 
busy with a series of sweeptakes 
tournaments, nine-hole matches, 
and league tournaments. Two 
intra-plant leagues, Engineering 
and Tooling, kept intra-plant 
rivalry white hot, while a Con¬ 
vair golf team knocked off every 
opponent during the season, in¬ 
cluding teams from Chance 
Vought Aircraft and Carswell 
Air Force Base. 



UP, UP, AND UP!—Bill Peters 
(No. 5) goes high and reaches 
far to snare two points for the 
Engineers during a recent basket¬ 
ball melee with the Tooling 
team. All told, the two teams 
had 26 fouls called on them dur¬ 
ing the game which was won by 
Tooling with a one-point margin. 
Other players identified in the 
picture are Tris Pollard (No. 4), 
Engineers, Bill Tharp (No. 3), 
Tooling, and, partially hidden 
behind Tharp, R. A. King, of 
Tooling. 


Bowlers at Convair turned out 
in record numbers. During the 
season which closed in the 
spring, two leagues provided in¬ 
tra-plant rivalry, with Acme 
Beer taking top rung in the 
Consolidated Commercial league 
and the Saucer Tossers winning 
the Engineering league play. 

In the season that opened in 
the fall, 320 keglers composing 
64 teams, formed five separate 
leagues, the 800, 735, Engineer¬ 
ing, Second Shift, and 650. 

The Convair bowling team 
swept into the Twenty-second 
Annual Southwest Bowling Asso¬ 


ciation tournament at Dallas and 
emerged as third place winners. 
One of the team members, Joe 
Portwood, became a tournament 
“big dog” when he received a 
trophy as first place winner in 
all-events competition. The same 
squad also brought home nine 
trophies in the Ft. Worth City 
Bowling Association tournament. 

With 75 players out for tennis, 
that sport was dominated by 
names that had been tennis lead¬ 
ers in the past. 

Fred Brown repeated his 
1948 triumph by winning the 
men’s singles championship and 
Janelle McCollom became top 
women’s player. 

Men’s doubles winners in intra¬ 
plant play were Frank Caldarola 
and Fred Brown, who competed 
with 15 other pairs for the honor. 
Mixed doubles champs were C. J. 
Hall and Gloria Cook. 

Many tennis competitors als 
banged away at the shuttlecoci 
to take honors in badminton. Phil 
Mahaffey, who was runner-up in 
men’s tennis singles, was bad¬ 
minton champion from the word 
go. 

While these group participat¬ 
ing sports attracted the greatest 
following, the names of other 
sports leaders continued to pop 
up through the entire year. 


Tournament Blanks 
Await FW Keglers 

All Convair FW bowlers who 
plan to enter the Southwest 
Bowling Tournament in Wichita, 
Kan., March 4-5, may obtain 
entry blanks and tournament in¬ 
formation from Commissioner 
H. G. Starkey. Entry fee for 
class “A” bowlers—those with a 
175 average or over—will be 
$6.50. Class “B” entrants—175 
average or under—may register 
for $5.50. Last day of registra¬ 
tion with Starkey is Jan. 6, 























January 4, 1950 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 


New Faces Mark San Diego Sports Album' in 1949 



NEWCOMERS—Convair SD looked at some new faces during the 1949 sports 
year. Some of SD's champions repeated, such as Roy Dill, former national archery 
head man, and Russ Strayer who took his second successive plant golf title. 
However, the "album" for the year was reserved for the newcomers shown here 
in this novel photographic arrangement. R. R. Lamberson's face is stern with 
concentration as he competes in final horseshoe match with partner, A. Mooney. 
They won first SD plant doubles title. Steve Mettler captured by camera in unique 
photo broke into bigtime Convair bowling, for the first time during 1949, taking 
plant singles and all events titles. Dick Collier, San Diego county tennis cham- 
p'on, won his first Convair title during the year. He dominated the field, made 


a grand slam in singles and doubles. Milt Wisdom, runner-up in 1948 for plant 
table tennis crown, made the grade in 1949. John Lockwood, former FW cham¬ 
pion, took the '49 badminton title at SD. Photographer shot through net to g,et 
this picture. "Ace" Carver, former San Diego State grid star, led the scoring 
during 1949 for the Convair basketball team in the municipal league. (That's not 
all. Carver also won SD Industrial Recreation Council bridge championship with 
his partner, Mrs. Pete Grijalva!) Ken Ellis, after a year's layoff, returned to lead 
the batting for the Convair team in the Triple A softball league and was generally 
considered most valuable Convair player. 


Eleven Win Turkeys 
In FW Sweepstakes 

Eleven bowlers in the 800 
League at Convair FW won 
Christmas turkeys in a sweep- 
stakes match Dec. 15 at the 
Playdium. First place winner 
with a 670 score was Sil Callison, 
Dept. 82. 

Other winners included: sec¬ 
ond, R. Burgess, Dept. 73; third, 
H. G. Starkey, Dept. 24; fourth, 
R. F. Hlavek, Dept. 6; fifth, G. E. 
Pringle, Dept. 24; sixth, John 
Owens, Dept. 6; seventh, L. S. 
Johnson, Dept. 46; eighth, Tony 
Hren, Dept. 61; ninth, Woody 
lenderson, Dept. 82; tenth, J. 
Cohen, Dept. 6; and eleventh, C. 
B. Mitchella, Dept. 24. The tur¬ 
keys were provided by the CRA 
and 800 League bowlers. 


Pitchers to Try Out 
Rubber Washers 

Convair FW washer pitchers 
soon will have a choice on the 
type of equipment they are to 
use. 

According to Budge Lee, com¬ 
missioner of washer pitching for 
CRA, a new type rubber washer 
has been ordered to eliminate 
damage to concrete floors which 
was incurred by the steel wash¬ 
ers. 

In addition, rubber pads also 
have been ordered for use under 
present stands so that those still 
preferring steel washers may use 
them without further damage. 

The new washers and pads are 
expected in time for the plant¬ 
wide washer tournament starting 
in January. 


FW Bowling 

800 LEAGUE 

W. 


Superior Castings . 41 

Canada Dry . 40 

C & G Service . 39 

Corbin Rent A Car .— 37 

Blackhawk Restaurant . 29 

J. Johnson Tire . 22 

Keg Liquor .... 16 

2222 Dinner Club .— 16 

735 LEAGUE 

Alley Bowl .—. 41 

Dundee Clothes Inc. 35 

The Broiler Cafe .-. 34 

Lance Inc.-. 34 

San Mar Restaurant . 32 

Shuffleboard Casino .—.-. 32 

Louis Daiches Jeweler . 27 

Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil.. 23 

i ) „ "A K ^ a w*C?4-o4"i /vYi O 1 


Shur-Fit Optical . —. 21 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 

Machine Shop No. 2 —. 46 

Alley Cats . 39 

Poinsettias . -. 36 

Misfires .-. 35 

Peacemakers . — 33 

Machine Shop No. 1 - 31 

Machine Shop No. 3 . 30 

82 Hopefuls —. 29 

Tooling Huskies . 28 

Alluminators . 25 

Cowtown Yankees —. 23 

Bomberchamps .— 16 

Armament .-.— 15 

Bomberdears - 14 

650 LEAGUE 

Southern College of Commerce.. 39 

Bomb Bay . 37 

Welders .-. 32 

Yard Birds —..—.-. 29 

Industrial Engineers —. 28 

Tool Designers --_- 27 

Plant Engineers . -. 27 

Jugheads . 27 

F.I.T.U.—. 26 

Accounting - —. 20 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Trouble Shooters . —. 42 

Hard Heads . 42 

Howeth Texaco —.-. 40 

Saucer Tossers .. 40 

Jug Heads .-... 38 

Hedge Hoppers .—._. 36 

Wing Dings . 35 

Abra Cadabras .. 34 

Snail Pacers - -. 34 

Drag Counts . 31 

The Ions . -. 31 

Po Slokes . -. 30 

Trojans - 29 

Atomizers . 29 

The Clippers . 28 

49ers ....—. 21 


L. 

19 

20 . 

21 

23 

31 

38 

44 

44 


19 

25 

26 
26 
28 
28 
33 
37 
39 
39 


10 

17 

20 

21 

23 

25 

26 

27 

28 
31 
33 

40 

41 

42 


17 

19 

24 

27 

28 
29 
29 

29 

30 
36 


22 

26 

28 

28 

30 

32 

33 

34 

34 
37 

37 

38 

35 

39 
30 
47 


Morrisette Noses Out Banke 
To Win Quarter Pistol Shoot 


Russ Morrisette (Dept. 340 
SD), by a margin of two points 
unseated the perennial winner 
0. C. Banke (Dept. 31) to win 
the fourth quarter trophy among 
SD Pistol Club shooters. 

Morrisette scored 287 in Octo¬ 
ber, 283 in November and 289 in 



DAPPER—Formal working at¬ 
tire in Dept. 102 at SD these 
days goes almost as far as "top 
hat, white gloves and tails!" Don 
Cowan poses with the glove 
part and a makeshift hat. Gloves 
are lintless, necessary in Convair- 
developed Metlbond process 
which joins metal to metal with¬ 
out rivets and is fatigue re¬ 
sistant. Story on process, used 
extensively on Convair B-36s, 
will appear in forthcoming CON- 
VAIRIETY. 


December for a total of 859, two 
points ahead of Banke’s total of 
857. Only a single point behind 
was H. L. Jensen (Dept. 403) 
with an 856 total. 

Winner of Class B was H. 
Heidman with 824, while J. Half¬ 
acre led Class C with 825. 


SD Bowling 

Following are standings as of Dec. 28 


in the Engineering Handicap Bowling 
league at Convair SD: 

TEAM W. L. 

Frightful Foursome .-. 36 16 

Woodpeckers . 34 18 

Knuckle Downs —. 33 19 

Misguided Missiles . 32 20 

Aero Maniacs .-. 25 27 

Bumble Bees . — 24 28 

Gutter Rats —.... 23 29 

Bowl Dubs . 19 33 

Alley Dusters .-. 18 34 

Slow Pokes .. 16 36 

Following are standings in Convair 

SD’s handicap bowling league: 

TEAM W. L. 

Misfit Jrs.— 48 20 

Contracts . — 47 21 

Navigators . 44 24 

Plaster Termites . 43 25 

Primary Assembly - 41 27 

Gutter Dusters —.-.— 38 30 

Five Strikes .-. 34 34 

Topplers ..*--— 34 34 

Air Force ..-. 32 36 

Jigs & Fixtures . 31 37 

Screwballs —. 30 38 

Grave Diggers —. 29 39 

Convairiety . 27 41 

Tabbies . 26 42 

Mighty Five .—.. 25 43 

Fkiselage - 15 53 


ROSS A WINNER 
William Ross (Dept. 61) cop¬ 
ped top honors in the FW second 
shift bowling league sweepstakes 
recently by rolling 683, including 
handicap. His prize, furnished by 
CRA, was a shiny new bowling 
ball. 


Archers to Compete 
For Spots on Team 

Convair SD archers will com¬ 
pete Jan. 29 (Sunday) at Sixth 
and Laurel for places on the five- 
man Convair team for this year. 

Commissioner A. P. Manino 
said that team members will re¬ 
ceive trophies and that the team 
during the season will compete 
with other clubs in the San Diego 
area as well as mail matches 
with teams throughout the coun¬ 
try. 


SUB-ASSEMBLY TAKES 
BASKETBALL LEAD 

A surprising and fast-breaking 
sub-assembly basketball squad 
so far has managed to upset pre¬ 
dictions of most dopesters by 
racking up four straight wins in 
the first shift intra-plant basket¬ 
ball league at FW. 

These four wins against no de¬ 
feats hoisted the sub-assembly 
quintet into first spot, just a 
breath ahead of the Tooling team 
with a record of three wins and 
no defeats at press time. 



“Suddenly I saw a chance to 
go into business for myself with¬ 
out investing a lot of money,” 
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lP|"CRA Activities^ 

^85? By C. J. Hall, CRA President for FW 

(CRA stands for Cony air Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—John Cates, commissioner, ext. 2103. Weekly sessions from 
7 to 10 p.m. each Sunday at Carswell Air Force gymnasium. Handicap tourna¬ 
ment postponed until February. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. Intra-plant and In¬ 
dustrial League basketball play now under way. 

BOAT CLUB—Page V. Yeager, commissioner, ext. 5255. 

BOWLING—It. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 3263. Assistant bowling com¬ 
missioner, C. G. Phink, ext. 3145, second shift. Contact the following secretaries 
if you wish to enter any of the bowling leagues: Secretary of 800 League, C. B. 
Mitchella, ext. 3250, 2107; 735 League, George Symm, ext. 3153; 650 League, 
G. W. Partridge, ext. 2102. 

BOXING—R. O. Woods, commissioner, ext. 4288. 

BRIDGE—Herb Helstrom, commissioner, ext. 2255. Bridge Club meets at 7:30 
p.m. every Thursday in the main dining room of the Blackstone Hot*l. It is 
not necessary to be an expert or advanced player to participate. Everyone is 
welcome, beginner or master player. Instructions will be furnished if necessarv. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Classes in basic 
photography for beginners at 8 p.m. every Wednesday at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Play every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. at the Y.W.C.A. Both beginners and experienced players welcome. 
Con+act Ivy. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS CLUB—Players interested contact E. G. Crosier, CRA business manager, 
ext. 4250. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 2288. 

FISHING—Plant-wide fishing contest underway until March 31. Register for 
prizes at employee services section. 

GOLF—F. F. Gignilliat, commissioner, ext. 4106. 

HANDBALL—J. I. Pratt, commissioner, ext. 4181. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Jan. 6 deadline 
for entering proof of deer killed in Convair deer hunting contest. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—E. E. Scott, commissioner, ext. 4211. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RIDING—Convair employees interested in bridle trail riding contact E. G. 
Crosier, CRA business manager, ext. 4250. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5115. Regular Tuesday and Thurs¬ 
day tennis play has been discontinued until spring. Arrangements may be made 
for individual matches by telephoning Bradley. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Doubles tourna¬ 
ment scheduled for this month. 

WATER SPORTS—Bob Lynn, commissioner, ext. 4230. 


ENCHANTED SANTA LAND—This scene on stage of CRA Christmas party at FW drew "oh's" 
and "ah's" from audience. Decorations were completed by committee headed by H. L. Wendorf. 


SEE YOU NEXT YEAR—That's promise Santa 
is giving Wayne and Dwain, four-year-old twins 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Radke, Dept. 63, at 
Christmas party. Twins, as well as all other Con¬ 
vair children, received gifts. 


AND PRESENTS, TOO!—Old Santa himself 
gives presents to Virginia, left, and Margie Fisher, 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Fisher (Dept. 62) 
during festivities at Will Rogers auditorium which 
an estimated 18,600 attended. 





“WeTe in for it now. He’s clis~ 
covered the law of leverage,” 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Shown below are CRA-sponsored recreational activities from Jan. 4 through 
Jan. 18: 

Choral Club: Singing daily from 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. in factory. 

Horseshoes: Round robin tournament play-offs this month. 

Jan. 4: Bowling, women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

Second shift league, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Jan. 5: Basketball, Engineering vs. Dept. 47. 7 p.m., Tooling vs. Sub-Assembly, 
8:15 p.m., William James Junior High School. 

Bowling, 735 League, Alley Bowl, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, 800 League, Playdium, 6:30. p.m. 

Bridge, Blackstone Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 

Square Dancing, North Side Recreation Building, 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 7: Hunting, duck season closes. 

Jan. 9: Bowling, 650 League, Bowling Center, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, Major City team, Playdium, 8 p.m., to be broadcast over 
KXOL at 9:35 p.m. 

Camera Club, Y.M.C.A., 8 p.m., night photography tour. 

Choral Club, music education program, Advent Christian Church, 

7 :30 p.m. 

Jan. 10: Basketball, Aerodynamics vs. Tooling, 7 p.m., Final Assembly vs. 
Dept. 47, 8:15 p.m.. W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 
Sub-Assembly vs. Machine Shop, 7 p.m., Dept. 43 vs. Engineering, 
8:15 p.m.. Recreation Building. 

Bowling, Engineering League, Playdium, 6:30 p.m. 

Choral Club, music education program, Advent Christian Church, 

7:30 p.m. Regular meeting, Y.M.C.A., 8 p.m. 

Jan. 11: Bowling, women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

» Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 

Choral Club, music education program, Advent Christian Church, 
7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 12: Basketball, Aerodynamics vs. Dept. 47, 7 . p.m. ; Sub-Assembly vs. 
Engineering, 8:15 p.m., William James Junior High School. 
Basketball, Tooling vs. Machine Shop, 7 p.m.. Final Assembly vs. 
Dept. 43, 8:15 p.m., Recreation Building. 

Bowling, 735 League, Alley Bowl, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, 800 League, Playdium, 6:30 p.m. 

Bridge, Blackstone Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 

Square Dancing, North Side Recreation Building, 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 13: Choral Club, music education program. Advent Christian Church, 
7 :30 p.m. 

Jan. 16: Bowling, 650 League, Bowling Center, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, Major City team, Playdium, 8 p.m., to be broadcast over 
KXOL at 9:35 p.m. 

Choral Club, music education program, Advent Christian Church, 

7:30 p.m. 

Hunting, quail season closes. 

Jan. 17: Basketball, Final Assembly vs. Sub-Assembly, 7 p.m., Dept. 43 vs. 
Aerodynamics, 8:15 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 
Bowling, Engineering League, Playdium, 6:30 p.m. 

Choral Club, music education program, Advent Christian Church, 

7 :30 p.m. 

Jan. 18: Bowling, women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 

Choral Club, music education program, Advent Christian Church, 

7 :30 p.m. 


PARTY SCENES—Top left was scene at Christmas party at 
which Dept. 81 FW people made merry with those of several 
other departments. Top center was taken at Major Assembly's 
party, showing five who received nylon hose prizes from Roy 
Davis, master of ceremonies, left. Top right: dance crowd at 
Major Assembly party. Lower left: Howard Hart, Mrs. J. Y. 


CHRISTMAS CHORUS—These children from Dorothy Staten Kindergarten were among entertain¬ 
ers at CRA Christmas party at I. M. Terrel High School. 


Traffic Swirl Sweeps Bewildered Tourist 
Into Convair FW Against His Will 

Life can become a vicious cir- 


Alva Kelly Receives 
‘Fragrant’ Present 

When Don Clow gave Alva 
Kelly at Convair FW a Christ¬ 
mas package and told her to “put 
that in your pipe and smoke it” 
—she almost did. 

“Because,” Alva explained, 
“the ‘it’ he was talking about 
was a can of that special blend 
of pipe tobacco that I like to 
smell so well. And he brought 
me a pipe, too. . . . Can’t tell . . . 
I may smoke it yet!” 

Alva is secretary in the divi¬ 
sion manager’s office. 


cle, one tourist in Ft. Worth 
found out recently. 

Complete with car and house 
trailer, this tourist and his fam¬ 
ily approached White Settlement 
Road going south on Highway 
183 during the peak of shift 
change traffic. As he turned 
onto the road, the steady stream 
of plant cars held him in the 
right lane, around the traffic 
circle, and on down the road. 


Having no other choice, the 
tourist followed the crowd 
through the plant gates and fi¬ 
nally to the main gate in front 
of the administration building. 

There he pulled up alongside 
B. F. Hardin, Dept. 45. 

“You’ve got me in here,” the 
tourist exclaimed, “now can you 
tell me how in the devil I get 
back on the highway?” 


Carrigan Completes 
9 f 000th Greeting 

When Ted Carrigan, Convair 
FW, Dept. 73, extended Xmas 
greetings verbally, recently, S’ 
marked the 9,001 time this yea 1 
that he had had a part in sending 
Christmas greetings to Convair 
families and their friends. 

Carrigan, a part-time photog¬ 
rapher for the past eight years, 
produced the B-36 Christmas 
cards which were sold to Convair 
employees through the Employee 
Services office. 

“I expected to make about 
3,500 of them when I started,” 
Carrigan said. “Before it was all 
over though, I had to make 
9,000.” 


McClure, Mr. and Mrs. John A. Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow 
Wisdom, named best dancers at FW Management Club party. 
Lower center: bingo brought extra fun at Dept. 81 party. Lower 
right: Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Wall (FW 24-1) examine prize at 
Tooling party. 
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Present Airframe Can 
Be Quickly Adapted 

Convair plans for a turbo-prop version of the Convair- 
Liner came to light for the first time this week. 

Although still a matter of blueprints only, Convair 
engineers estimated that a prototype turbo-prop Convair- 
Liner could be flying eight months after the start of such 


a project. 


Cohu Commends CRA 
For Xmas Parties 

Convair Recreation Association, FW division, continues 
to receive plaudits for the recent. Convair Christmas party 
which it sponsored for children of all Convair employees. 

Both the employees and company management have 
expressed general approval of the party and have urged 
that it be repeated in the future. 


-liiBr-flm 


Scott Named 
Treasurer Of 
CRA for FW 

John A. Scott (FW Dept. 
11-1) has been named treas¬ 
urer of Convair Recreation 
Association, FW division, for 
the remainder of the fiscal 
year which ends in March. 

He was elected by acclamation 
at the monthly meeting of the 
CRA Employee Council, Jan. 9. 
Scott, who has been representa- 
tive-at-large on the council since 
CRA was organized, has both a 
legal and business background. 
He has received degrees in both 
business administration and law. 

Scott was a Convair employee 
for more than three years during 
the war. He quit to go into busi¬ 
ness for himself and rejoined 
Convair in October, 1948. 

During the council meeting, ex¬ 
pansion of square dancing activi¬ 
ties as requested by Commis¬ 
sioner Ross Carney was approved. 
A new square dance class for 
adult beginners and for children, 
separate from those conducted 
in the past, is tentatively planned 
at the River Oak Boy’s Club each 
Wednesday night. 

The council also authorized ex¬ 
penditure of funds with which to 
equip a CRA Camera Club dark 
room. Details will be handled 
through the CRA executive com¬ 
mittee. 

Request for the equipment, 
which was submitted by the cam¬ 
era commissioner, George Rad¬ 
way, called for the purchase of 
enlargers, developing trays, and 
other equipment needed to fur¬ 
nish a dark room. An agreement 
will be drawn up between CRA 
and the Y.M.C.A. of Ft. Worth 
for establishing the dark room at 
the Y.M.C.A. building. 


The party, which was held in 
Will Rogers Auditorium, was at¬ 
tended by more than 18,600 per¬ 
sons. Letters commending CRA 
for the party have been received 
from LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president and general manager; 
R. H. Biron, Convair vice-presi¬ 
dent; Eldon Frye, manager of 
Employee Activities, and R. J. 
Donnelly, Industrial Relations 
manager, FW Division. 

Following are excerpts from 
Cohu’s letter: 

“On my return from South 
America, I learned of the very 
successful children’s Christmas 
party that your CRA organiza¬ 
tion put on at Ft. Worth. 

“As you well know, activities 
of this kind, that take in the 
families as well as the employ¬ 
ees, are very dear to my heart. 
I hope that you will be able to 
make this Christmas party an 
annual affair. 

“I realize how much hard work 
and effort goes into the job of 
making a success of a party such 
as this one and I want to con¬ 
gratulate all of the CRA officers 
who worked so hard.” 

Biron’s letter reads, in part: 

“I know from past experience 
how very much hard work goes 
into making a party of this kind 
a success, and I want to extend 
to all CRA commissioners my 
hearty congratulations for the 
fine job you have done. Keep up 
the good work.” 

Frye stated that although he 
was present to witness the affair, 
“it still is hard for me to realize 
the party went off so smoothly. 

“I want to congratulate and 
thank every person who had a 
hand in making these gigantic 
parties such successes. I have 
never seen a better demonstra¬ 
tion of the Christmas spirit on 
the part of so many hard-work¬ 
ing people.” 

Donnelly’s letter stated that 
“in the six months of operation 
of CRA, this event has been the 
(Continued on page 8) 


Customers ’Get the Word' On 
Taking Care of Convair-Liners 

Convair and Convair customers exchanged ideas and 
information about Convair-Liner performance last week. 

Continuing a policy established 
last April when domestic opera¬ 
tors of Convair-Liners gathered 
for the first round table session, 
representatives of ten different 
lines, both domestic and foreign, 
met in San Diego to discuss per¬ 
formance, compare experiences 
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and obtain counsel from Convair 
experts. 

The three-day meeting, con¬ 
ducted by Service SD, attracted 
31 airline representatives from 
American Airlines, Western, Pan- 
American, Northeast, Continen¬ 
tal, Swissair, Sabena, KLM, and 
Orient. It was significant that 
the foreign lines thought enough 
of the conference to send their 
representatives on the long trip 
to San Diego to further their 
knowledge of the airplane. 

J. J. Alkazin, chief of Service 
SD, acted as general chairman. 
LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair presi¬ 
dent, and R. C. Sebold, vice-presi¬ 
dent, Engineering, welcomed the 
group to the conference. 



CAR DEALER'S PARADISE—If you think there isn't a parking 
problem at Convair FW, take a peek at one of the north parking 
lots as it appears between 3:15 and 3:45 each afternoon. Even the 
entrance lanes between rows of parking stalls are packed with 
employees' cars. Main causes of this parking, nightmare appear to 
be a general relaxation of the "share-the-ride" plan, and a desire 
of too many folks to park near the cafeteria. 

Survey Shows Many ’Empty 
Saddles' in Convair FW Cars 

Don't be surprised some morning on the way to work 
if a Convair-bound car should whip by you minus a, driver. 

Results of a CONVAIRIETY 
survey last week showed that one 
car in the parking lots means 
something like 2.4 Convair work¬ 
ers in the plant. 

During the war, five and six 
persons per car was the rule 
rather than the exception. 

“If this trend continues, the 
time will soon come when 
there’ll be more cars in the lots 
than there are employees in the 
plant,” was the way one offi¬ 
cial put it. “And when that 
happens we’ll know there are 
some driverless autos sneaking 
in.” 

The wartime ”share-the-ride” 
plan has been tossed overboard, 
in too many cases, for a “to each 
his own” plan. 

What happened to all the post¬ 
war seats? They’re just “empty 
saddles” that dead-head to the 
plant every day, taking up your 
space in the parking lots and 
adding to the traffic burden after 
each shift. 

Figures compiled by the CON¬ 
VAIRIETY check were borne out 
by a plant-wide check made by 
Plant Protection. 

Results of these two checks 
showed that there were at least 
as many rides being wasted as 
were being used. If all cars 
coming to the plant were com¬ 
pletely filled, it would require 
just one-half the number of cars 
to haul Convair folks as it now 
takes. One-half the number of 
cars now driven to Convair FW 
could be handled, both in the lots 
and in traffic lanes, with no 
strain on anyone. 

On top of all this, officials 
have noted a strange desire— 
one might call it a hidden 
“sheep” complex—of too many 
drivers to wheel their jitneys 
into the same lots. As the 
stream of traffic pours into the 
gate, most of it heads for 
parking lots 9 and 7, whipping 
past acres of space in lots 1 
and 3 as if they were mine 
fields. 

Daily result of that is two jam- 
filled parking lots with cars all 
but standing on end, while a 
short distance away space for 
several hundred cars is maintain¬ 
ed for the handful of autos park¬ 
ed there. 

A check of workers who park 


cars in the two north lots showed 
that while many of them actually 
work in that vicinity, a surpris¬ 
ingly large number find those 
lots handiest to the cafeteria and 
a cup of coffee on their way to 
work in some other area far re¬ 
moved. 

One of the biggest concerns 
right now, however, is the low 
average number of riders per car. 
Here’s what a CONVAIRIETY 
staff member found when he re¬ 
cently checked the number of 
passengers in cars coming in for 
the 7 o’clock shift: 

In 265 cars checked at ran¬ 
dom, there were 626 riders, or 
an average of 2.4 persons in 
each car. 

Among the 265 cars were 53 
single-seaters. Approximately 
60 per cent of the seats avail¬ 
able in this type car were fill¬ 
ed. But the two-seaters, of 
which there were 212, really 
hit a low. They were less than 
(Continued on page 8) 


No such planes have been or¬ 
dered. Preliminary estimates, 
however, have been submitted to 
the Air Force in the event that 
the military would be interested 
in a turbo-prop version of the 
T-29. 

The turbo-prop version of 
the Convair-Liner is in line 
with the thinking of Convair 
engineers who for some time 
have visioned turbo-prop planes 
as the next major step in de¬ 
velopment of transport air¬ 
craft. LaMotte T. Cohu, Con¬ 
vair president, backed up by 
R. C. Sebold, vice-president, 
Engineering, and Frank Fink, 
SD chief engineer, recently 
made it clear that the present 
Convair-Liner air frame is well 
suited for immediate adaptation 
to turbo-prop power. They 
vision a Liner powered by two 
Allison T-38 turbo-props, each 
rated at 2,750 equivalent shaft 
horsepower. The T-38s would 
replace the Pratt & Whitney 
R-2,800 piston engines rated at 
2,400 hp. now in airline use. 

Convair currently is installing 
T-40 (double T-38s) units in the 
XP5Y-1 flying boat at San Diego, 
under construction for the Navy. 

Sebold and Fink list the fol-' 
lowing as advantages of turbo¬ 
prop operation: More speed at 
less weight; increased passenger 
comfort through elimination of 
noise and vibration; more profit¬ 
able operation, due to increased 
payloads. The T-38 installation 
would result in an approximate 
2,000-pound weight saving over 
present piston engines. 

The engineers maintained that 
even after development of turbo¬ 
jet planes—a matter of years in 
the future — turbo-prop planes 
will have a permanent place in 
the transport field. They believe 
that the turbo-jet will be unable 
to compete with the turbo-prop 
in commercial flights of 500 
miles and less. 


Speed Records Set 
On Christmas Day 

TAA Convair-Liners made 
three speed records on Christmas 
Day over the Melbourne to Syd¬ 
ney route. 

The first plane to make a mark 
reported one hour, 30 minutes 
block to block time for the 455- 
mile hop. A later schedule clip¬ 
ped one minute off this record 
and a still later schedule lowered 
the record to one hour, 27 min¬ 
utes. 


FW Management Club to Hear 
Talk on ’Britain and Socialism' 


Thurman Sensing, director of 
research for the Southern States 
Industrial Council, will be the 
principal speaker at the next 
meeting of the Convair Manage¬ 
ment Club FW, Sam E. Keith 
Jr., president, announced. 

The meeting will be held at the 
plant cafeteria, Jan. 21. 

Free refreshments will be 
served from 5:30 until 6 p.m. 
Dinner will start at 6 p.m. 

According to Keith, club mem¬ 
bers will be given their ballot for 
the run-off election when they 
enter the meeting. Balloting will 
close at 6:3.0 in order that votes 
may be counted, winners an¬ 
nounced, and officers for 1950 
installed before the meeting 
closes. 

Run-offs are between D. C. Mc- 
Dougal and C. B. Williams, vice- 
president, day shift; O. R. Goode 
and E. D. Rutledge, vice-presi¬ 
dent, night shift, and Harold 


Blackmon and S. H. Stevens, 
recording secretary. 

Entertainment for the evening 
will be provided by Sonny Strains 
and his seven-piece orchestra 
which will play through dinner. 
Jimmy Pety, outstanding tenor, 
will be featured in two songs, 
“Old Man River” and “Danny 
Boy.” A dance team, Grant and 
Tittle, will round out the enter¬ 
tainment. 

According to Lloyd Turner, 
program chairman, Sensing re¬ 
cently returned from a study of 
Britain’s economic system. He 
will present to the club a first¬ 
hand report on “Britain Under 
Socialism.” 

The meeting will open at 5:30 
in order that it may close by 
8:30, thus leaving a full evening 
for club members, Keith ex¬ 
plained. 

The date was re-scheduled to 
the 21st to prevent a conflict 
with the Ft. Worth Fat Stock 
Show. 
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Appearing below are Convair 
men who recently received 10- 
year service pin awards. 
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Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end 
of building 7), open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
week days. Safety shoes and prescrip¬ 
tion glasses sold only from 8:30 to 10:30 
and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wednesdays 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE 
(near gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 
p.m. to 4:30 every Tuesday and 3 p.m. 
to 5:30 every Thursday. 

Service Pins 

D AIN GERFIELD 

Five-year service pin awarded to Lynn 
J. Wetzler, Dept. 62, January 8. 

FT. WORTH 

The following received five-year serv¬ 
ice pins during the period Dec. 21 through 
Dec. 30: 

Dept. 6, F. E. Stanley ; Dept. 9, J. R. 
Scholvin ; Dept. 12, A. W. Gecmen ; 
Dept. 24, I. R. Henderson; Dept. 27, 

B. H. Price; Dept. 43, R. Thompson ; 
Dept. 44, H. N. Gilbert; Dept. 46, W. 
W. Yarborough, E. L. Fullerton ; Dept. 
47, O. B. Millican, S. V. Wheeler Jr. ; 
Dept. 50, N. E. Deakins, S. H. Pitt¬ 
man, C. D. Cowart, C. W. Black, A. G. 
Love; Dept. 61, S. A. Morris, R. L. 
Jones; Dept. 73, J. T. Pool ; Dept. 76, 

C. F. McClure; Dept. 81, R. A. Messick. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Jan. 4 through Jan. 16: 

Twenty-five-year pins: Dept. 4-6, E. H. 
Wesp; Dept. 22-5, R. S. Carson; Dept. 
401, Eugene Bitzer. 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 27-8, W. C. 
Gilchrist. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4-8, P. H. Pax¬ 
ton ; Dept. 6, D. D. Strange; Dept. 22-5, 
A. P. Sutton; Dept. 24-1, C. A. Brick- 
nell ; Dept. 25-1, Carlo Bommarito, L. G. 
Mulryan, E. H. Schaller; Dept. 27-5, G. 
W. Just. 

Dept. 31, J. W. Burgreen; Dept. 102, 

D. L. Balch, H. B. Bender ; Dept. 300, 

A. L. Scheibel; Dept. 340, Louis Rem- 
merde; Dept. 403, L. W. Peterson ; Dept. 
406, J. B. Franklin. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3-7, C. R. Liv¬ 
ingstone ; Dept. 4-3, P. P. Sanchez ; Dept. 
14, P. L. Willis; Dept. 24-1, Mariana C. 
Costantino; Dept. 24-6, Lois B. Gra¬ 
ham ; Dept. 102, Margaret M. Sampo; 
Dept. 235, E. F. Morehouse; Dept. 360, 

B. M. McClure. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

E. G. Carpenter, Dept. 4-1, wants ride 
to and from 4125 Ave. H, second shift, 
3:45 p.m. to 12:15 a.m. Ext. 2159 or 
home phone, 5-8977. 

Betty Keen, Air Force office, wants 
ride to and from 1111 Penn St., 7:30 
or 8 a.m. to 5:30 or 5 p.m. Ext. 4247 
or home phone, 3-2234. 

J. H. Lee (27-1) can take four riders 
from Denton, Tex., 7 to 3:45 shift. Can 
be contacted at Ext. 2162. 

R. L. Blake (31) needs ride from 
Haltom City, 7 to 3:45 shift. Can be 
contacted at Ext. 2236. 


Awards 


Personals 


FT. WORTH 

Mrs. Rachel Bridges, mother of How¬ 
ard D. Bridges (FW Dept. 46), wishes 
to thank all Convair people who recently 
came to her son’s aid by donating blood. 
Howard is suffering from cancer in a 
local hospital. 


FT. WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $393.58 for the 
weeks ending Dec. 7 and Dec. 21: 

Dept. 14, Tool Service: T. M. Hyder; 
Dept. 20, Traffic: G. M. Lee; Dept. 24, 
Tooling: A. H. Moore, D. W. Davis; 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: John Fe- 
noglio; Dept. 27, Inspection: J. R. 
Blackburn; Dept. 30, Machine Shop: E. 
W. Cummins; Dept. 31, Metal Forming: 
R. 0. Upchurch, B. E. Laurent. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engine: 
T. E. Montgomery; Dept. 50, Final As¬ 
sembly: Ike Duncan; Dept. 61, Field 
Operations: C. H. White, G. E. Frazier. 
SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $109 for the 
weeks ending Dec. 29 and Jan. 5: 

Dept. 16, Office Services: T. L. Gage; 
Dept. 22, Production Control: H. C. 

Hoskins; Dept. 27, Inspection & Flight: 
W. C. Geopfarth; Dept. 31, Experimen¬ 
tal : E. T. Guy. 

Dept. 101, Sheet Metal: R. J. McCrea; 
Dept. 102, Sub-Assy. & Processing: R. 
A. Davis; Dept. 225, Wing: J. L. Miller; 
Dept. 235, Fuselage Primary: V. E. 

Swarts; Dept. 360, B-36 Outer Panel 

Struc.: W. A. Neal, G. R. Vollmer, Jr. ; 
Dept. 403, Tool & Die Shop: L .W. 

Peterson. 

Promotions 

SAN DIEGO 

Promoted to or within supervision and 
professional and administrative effective 
Jan. 1: 

Dept. 300, Field Operations: F. G. 

Brown to assistant foreman, W. H. Rum- 
baugh to assistant foreman. 

FT. WORTH 

Following promoted to or within su¬ 
pervision and professional and adminis¬ 
trative, effective Jan. 1: 

Dept. 4, Material: G. P. Denton to 
buyer A. 

Dept. 7, Works: A. N. Ballard to 
assistant superintendent in charge of 
Depts. 47, 50 and 73 on second shift. 

Dept. 11, Contract: W. F. Cords to 
assistant supervisor; W. V. Gillette to 
assistant supervisor. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: D. Roberts to 
liaison man B. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: R. L. Root 
to foreman ; R. Kendall to foreman ; R. 

D. Shackelford to general foreman : E. 
G. Henderson to assistant general fore¬ 
man. 

Dept. 43, Bomb Bay: G. C. Rhodes 
to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 45, Wing Structure: M. McGee 
to assistant foreman ; S. Special to fore¬ 
man. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engine: J. 

E. Ivy to assistant general foreman; 
T. P. Bryan to foreman ; R. O. Whaley 
to foreman ; M. B. Williamson Jr. to 
foreman ; J. L. Gentry to assistant fore¬ 
man ; E. B. Baines to assistant foreman ; 
T. C. Davis to assistant foreman; A. K. 
Geistman to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: J. Linger- 
felt Jr. to assistant foreman ; E. F. Done 
to assistant foreman; T. E. King Jr. 
to foreman; J. W. Giles to foreman ; 
E. J. Blair to foreman ; W. R. Arendall 
to foreman; B. G. Brewer to assistant 
foreman; T. C. Allen to assistant fore¬ 
man ; O. O. Strickland to assistant fore¬ 
man ; R. R. Stewart to assistant fore¬ 
man ; J. P. Speece to assistant foreman ; 
J. R. Graham to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 63, Conversion: B. J. Ward to 
assistant foreman. 

Dept. 73, Sub-Assembly: A. W. Jaracz 
to assistant foreman. 


M. M. Mason 
(Dept. 17 SD) start¬ 
ed at Vultee Field, 
also served at Nash¬ 
ville and Stinson. 
Lives at 810 Cata¬ 
lina, children are: 
Melanie, 4 1 / 4, Bar¬ 
bara Anne, 2V 2 , 
Leslie, 9 months. 


A. L. S c h e i b e 1 
(Dept. 300 SD) is 
married and has 
three children: 
Mary Del, 10; Rob¬ 
ert, 7; Sandra Ann, 
4, lives at 2943 
Sherwood Lane. Has 
home metal work 
shop, is member of 
SD flying club. 


Transfers 


SAN DIEGO 

Transferred San Diego to Ft. Worth 
effective January 4: J. N. Zinn (Dept. 
24). 


Births 


CONVAIR COUPLE WED— 
Geraldine S. Caton, Convair FW 
Dept. 24-1, and Harry N. Gil¬ 
bert, Dept. 44, were married 
Dec. 23 in the chapel of the First 
Baptist Church at Weatherford, 
Tex. Attending the couple were 
Doyle Hudson, Dept. 24-1, and 
Mrs. Hudson. The couple are 
now at home at 3520 Ave. N. 


FT. WORTH 

DAVIS—Son, Gary Gene, 8 lbs., born 
Dec. 30 to Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Davis, 
Dept. 25-3. 

FARMER—Daughter, Vickie Gail, 7 
lbs. 6 oz., born Dec. 29 to Mr. and Mrs. 
A. B. Farmer, Dept. 22-8. 

HOLLINGSWORTH — Son, Karl Ste¬ 
phen. 7 lbs. 12 oz., born Dec. 17 to Mr. 
and Mrs. G. F. Hollingsworth, Dept. 43. 

MEEKS—Daughter, Patricia Ann, 7 
lbs. 14 oz., born Dec. 28 to Mr. and 
Mrs. N. J. Meeks, Dept. 30. 

MILLS—Daughter, Pam El'yse, 8 lbs. 
7% oz., born Dec. 30 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Millard Mills, Dept. 24-1. 

POPE—Twins, daughter, Paula Elaine, 

5 lbs. 2 oz., and son, Alvin Dwaine. 

6 lbs. 2 oz.. born Dec. 15 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Pope, Dept. 46. 

REID—Daughter, Deborah Jean, 6 lbs. 
4 oz., born Jan. 1 to Mr. and Mrs. C. E. 
Reid, Dept. 22-8. 

STELL—Daughter, Helen Jane, 9 lbs. 
1% oz., born Dec. 31 to Mr. and Mrs. 
George Stell, Dept. 24-1. 

WILSON, Son, Morris Arthur Jr., 6 
lbs. 11*4 oz., born Dec. 28 to Mr. and 
Mrs. M. A. Wilson, Dept. 25-3. 

SAN DIEGO 
GASTON—Daughter, Suzette Renee, 6 
lbs. 8 oz., born Jan. 6 to Mr. and Mrs, 
J. K. Gaston, Dept. 24-6. 


Deaths 


SAN DIEGO 

COLE—James E., Dept. 3, died Dec. 
31. Survivors, wife, two daughters, one 
son. 

FT. WORTH 

BARTON—B. Q. Sr., Dept. 82, died 
Jan. 10. Survivors: wife, five sons 
one daughter, three sisters, four brothers, 
four grandchildren, one great grandchild. 


P. H. Paxton 
(Dept. 4-8 SD) 
started in SD di¬ 
vision. Married, has 
two daughters, 
Pamela, 8, Lorelei, 
3. Lives at 4602 Ca¬ 
jon Way, El Cer¬ 
rito. 


L. W. Peterson 
(Dept. 4 0 3 SD) 
started work with 
Convair in same de¬ 
partment. Has one 
daughter, Elaine 
Mallory, who lives 
in Vancouver, 
Wash. A former 
motorcycle and mo¬ 
torboat racer. 


J. B. Franklin 
(Dep*. 406 SD) is 
married and lives 
at 120514 E. 18th 
Street, National 
City. Has spent all 
of his time in SD 
is ion. Favorite 
hobby is photogra¬ 
phy. 


L. G. M u 1 r y a n 
(Dept. 25 SD) has 
been in|Maintenance 
continuously. Lives 
at 3935 Alicia 
Drive, is married 
and has son, Lawr¬ 
ence, 12, daughter, 
Joan, 8. Just com¬ 
pleting new home. 


NEW JOURNEYMEN—K. F. Leaman, right, assistant division 
manager at SD, presents journeymen certificates to Ralph E. Gumtz 
and Robert E. Brown after completion of their apprentice training. 
Gumtz trained for aircraft and engine mechanic and Brown aimed 
at machinist. 


Convairs Operating in Pakistan 
Without a Single Empty Seat 


Orient Airways’ Convair- 
Liners have made a name for 
themselves in Pakistan, are the 
darlings of the air traveling pub¬ 
ic and operate almost invariably 
.vith a 100 per cent load factor. 

This was the report brought 
back this month from abroad by 
Walter Belliston of Flight SD, 
who spent some months in Pakis¬ 
tan in an advisory capacity. 

“We had very little trouble 
with the planes,” he declared. 
“We were short of spares for a 
time and had to do some impro¬ 
vising, but that was the only 
strain. The planes are regularly 
flying the approximately 3,000 


miles round trip from Karachi to 
Dacca. They make the round trip 
in a single day, four flights a 
week. Pressurization is used al¬ 
most all the time and that is one 
reason why the flights are at 
capacity. The Convairs get up 
above the hot, bumpy weather. 
They are the only ships operating 
locally in the country with pres¬ 
surization and of course are a lot 
faster than any other locally 
operating planes.” 

Belliston returned to SD just 
before Christmas, a few days 
after the return of Walter Hoff¬ 
man and Harold Siegenfield who 
also had been with Orient. 


E. H. Schaller 
(Dept. 25 SD) lives 
with his wife on 
small acreage near 
Lakeside. Fruit trees 
and chickens keep 
him busy but he 
finds time for home 
work shop. 


C. G. Fletcher 
(Dept. 4 0 1 SD) 
lives at 4851 Lila 
Drive. Is married 
and has son, L. D. 
Fletcher, 25. En¬ 
joy s woodworking 
and metal shop at 
home. 


*3 


* 






C. W. Chapman 
(Dept. 6 SD) is 
married and lives 
at 4036 Bernice 
Drive. Has son, 
Gary, 4 y 2 . Likes to 
sail, garden and 
dabble in photogra¬ 
phy. 


Carlo Bommarito 
(Dept. 25 SD) has 
spent his entire ten 
years in Mainte- 
nance. Recently 
bought new home 
at 3827 Louisiana 
Likesjgardening and 
fishing. 


C. A. Bricknell 
(Dept. 24 SD) is 
married and lives 
at 1145 Beryl, Pac¬ 
ific Beach. Hobbies: 
home workshop, ra¬ 
dio amplifier, cabi¬ 
net work. 


H. B. Bender 
(Dept. 102 SD) lives 
at 3970 Hickok with 
his wife, son, Don- 
a 1 d, 7, daughter, 
Janice, 5. Prefers 
hunting and fishing 
for recreation. 


JINGLE BELLS, JINGLE BELLS—That favorite and several others 
were among the carols sung at each performance of the CRA 
Christmas party. Led by the CRA chorus and its director, R. P. 
Kittle, each group of youngsters and their parents warmed up to 
the program that followed by joining in enthusiastically with the 
carolers. Pictured above is the CRA chorus and director. 


A. P. Sutton 
(Dept. 22 SD) is 


Louis Remmerde 
(Dept. 340 SD) has 


married and lives son, Neal, 12. Lives 
at 5460 Santa Mar- at 1736 Bervy. Does 


garita. Likes hunt¬ 
ing and fishing. 


carpentry work 
in spare time. 


CHECKERBOARDS, DE LUXE MODEL—Convair FW checker 
players are right next door to heaven now that the new checker 
boards are being distributed. The new boards, received recently 
by P. L. Wise, CRA commissioner of checkers, were made by the 
shop class at Ft. Worth's Technical High School. They have brightly 
painted squares, are completely coated with clear varnish, and at 
one end even have a compartment for keeping the checkers when 
not in use. The high school made the boards for CRA for the cost 
of the material only. All told, 60 boards were made. According- 
to Wise, departments desiring a board may send to the Education 
office after one. They will be distributed on a basis of number 
interested in checkers in each department. Next activity for checker 
players will be a plant-wide tournament in February, Wise said. 
Those pictured around the new boards include Roy McClendon, 
one of the students at Tech, K. M. Wetzel, instructor, James Quinn, 
coordinator of evening extension classes at the school, and Wise. 
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Convair-Developed Metal Bonding Does Without Rivets 





STEPS ALONG THE WAY—This photo series illustrates the steps along the way of metal bonding 
(securing metal to metal without rivets), a process which Convair pioneered and continues to develop. 
The process is used extensively in manufacture of the B-36 and thus is practiced at both SD and 
FW divisions. No. I shows special equipment at Ft. Worth for producing the bonding tape which 
is used in sealing metal parts together. While parts have been joined by liquid for some time, use 
of tape (perfected at Ft. Worth) is a comparatively recent development. Machine operator is W. 
G. Beasley (Dept. 31-2 FW), using a micrometer, gauging thickness of tape as it unrolls. No. 2 shows 
Hazel Magnuson (Dept. 102 SD) applying tape to a hat section of B-36 assembly. The hat section 
already has been subjected to two applications by spray gun. Girl is wearing lintless gloves to pro¬ 
tect tape and parts from dirt and moisture. 


Third of B-36 Surface Built 
By Using Adhesive Process 


Metal bonding—the practice of joining metal to metal 
with adhesive instead of rivets—has gained popularity at 
Convair until now one third of the exterior surface of the 
B-36 is metal bonded, it was learned this week.. 


In fact, metal bonding has been 
so successful as practiced by 
Convair that the Air Materiel 
Command has specified its use 
by other aircraft firms on other 
military planes. 

The magic “glue” had its be¬ 
ginning in 1942 when Convair 
started a research project to de¬ 
velop a metal adhesive strong 
enough to support primary air¬ 
craft loads. Dr. Glenn Havens, a 
noted research physicist, was em¬ 
ployed to conduct the program. 
Convair eventually invested be¬ 
tween two and three million dol¬ 
lars in the product, which in 
liquid form and now in tape form 
is the finest metal adhesive in 
the world. After it was perfect¬ 
ed, Convair licensed Narmco, Inc. 
(which calls the product Metl- 
bond), and Pacific Laminates 
(which sells the product under 
the name of Silabond), to manu¬ 
facture the adhesive. Both have 


plants at Costa Mesa, near New¬ 
port Beach, California. 

Liquid Metlbond has been used 
for some years by Convair as an 
adhesive. However, the tape ma¬ 
terial, perfected at the Ft. Worth 
division, is a comparatively re¬ 
cent change and a big improve¬ 
ment. The tape saves cement, 
much of which previously was 
lost in spraying, and greatly re¬ 
duces the number of spraying 
operations required. 

Comparative fatigue tests 
prove that parts joined by metal 
bonding are far superior to rivet¬ 
ed or spot welded assemblies. 
Fatigue life of identical parts 
joined by welding, rivets and 
metal bonding was as follows: 
spot welded joints, 12,000,000 
cycles; riveted joints, 18,000,000 
cycles; metal bonded joints, 
240,000,000 cycles. 

(Continued on page 4) 



PREPARING FOR THE OVEN—In No. 3, D. K. Cowan (Dept. 102 SD) shows 
pressure jig descending upon the B-36 panel to which hat sections have been 
attached. Wooden jigs were used until recently and the metal jig shown here is 
an innovation developed at SD. Note how jig is designed to exert pressure on 
places where metal binding is to take place. In No. 4, assemblies are being placed 


on baking tables. J. R. Ross and D. K. Cowan are shown masking assemblies to 
the table to assure a complete vacuum seal. In No. 5 W. C. Bowlen (also Dept. 
102) is inserting pressure blocks so as to be certain that pressure will be of same 
degree over entire surface. 



OUT OF THE OVEN, FINISHED—Photo No. 6 is the finishing touch before 
assemblies are moved into the oven. J. R. Ross, D. K. Cowan and F. R. Grenier 
are arranging synthetic rubber blankets. In No. 7 the table moves into the big 
Convair vacuum "cooker" where tables remain for V /2 hours in temperatures 
ranging from 320 to 350 Fahrenheit. Pressure, obtained by evacuating air from 
under blankets and creating a partial vacuum, varies from 25 inches of mercury 


to 28 on bottom surfaces and 12 to 16 inches on top surfaces. Al Steiringer is 
shown in photo. Photo No. 8 shows Hazel Magnuson again, this time with the 
finished product. These are two separate panels, the one at left shows the inside 
and the one at right shows the outside. Had rivets been used, the panel at right 
would have been covered with rivet heads. Four tack rivets are used on the ends 
of each hat section to prevent separation at these points. 


Death Comes to Jimmy Cole, Who Back 
In 1941 Was Given Six Months to Live 


Stamp Collectors 
At FW Seek Club 

Five Convair FW, Dept. 6-4, 
employees are booming for the 
establishment of a stamp collec¬ 
tor’s club. 

“We believe there are enough 
collectors at Convair to form a 
very active organization,” W. E. 
Fouts, one of the five, explained 
this week. In addition to Fouts, 
those indicating a desire for such 
an organization were G. H. New¬ 
man, C. P. Huls, H. W. Rosen¬ 
berg, and L. S. Orrick. All inter¬ 
ested should submit their names 
at the Employee Services office. 


James E. Cole (Dept. 3 SD) 
back in 1941 suffered a coronary 
thrombosis and was given only 
six months to live. 

A Navy man for 20 years, Cole 
had no intention of being idle 
during his remaining months, 
certainly not with war impend¬ 
ing. Barred from active duty, he 
talked his way into Convair’s 
medical department where his 
long Navy medical career made 
him a valuable asset. Soon he 
was a familiar figure in white 


and most people knew him as 
Jimmy. 

Pearl Harbor came and the 
country leaped to war. The SD 
Division went to work with a 
vengeance and the man who was 
given six months to live worked 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
rest. Months passed and years 
passed. Jimmy never missed a 
day nor took a vacation while 
the war was on. The war ended, 
the division relaxed and tempo 
changed. Jimmy continued with 


his work, a kindly, competent 
technician. 

On Dec. 31, a Saturday, Cole 
was driving alone in his car in 
National City when the death 
that he had expected for so long 
finally came to him, without 
warning. He was 54. 

Cole’s survivors include his 
wife, two daughters, Barbara 
and Irene, and a son, James. Fol¬ 
lowing Masonic services, burial 
was at Fort Rosecrans National 
Cemetery. 


‘Clam Bake* Held By 
Test Lab Section 

The test lab section of Convair 
FW Engineering (6-7), scheduled 
a “test lab clam bake,” Jan. 13, 
at Meadowbrook Country Club. 
The program called for dancing, 
movies, a ham and egg break¬ 
fast, and songs by J. F. Robinson 
and J. T. Cosby. 

GARDENERS SEE MOVIES 

Members of Convair SD’s Gar¬ 
den Club met Sunday at the home 
of Mike Alianelli (Dept. 102 SD), 
4466 Thirty-fourth Street, to 
watch moving pictures on care 
of roses and a training film on 
plant life. 
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No Secrets 

New Precision Tools Have Less 
Privacy Than Goldfish in Bowl 


Before new precision tools go 
to work at Convair SD they get 
a closer examination in a few 
minutes than a chorus girl’s legs 
get in a lifetime. 

Sometimes a part is rejected 
with a “sorry, bub, one of your 
threads is two-tenths of a thou¬ 
sandth of an inch too high,” and 
the dazed part wonders how in 
tarnation the inspectors found 
out. The answer is Inspection’s 



CLOSE-UP—Here is part that 
is under study in Comparator at 
Convair SD. Compare this to 
image in screen. 

battery of Comparators, star per¬ 
formers in Tool Inspection in 
Building 1. 

“All the precision tools and 
gauges come here before they 
are put to work, whether they 
were made by Convair or by 
outside jobbers,” A. P. Manino, 
assistant supervisor, explained. 
“Martin Fitzgerald is in charge 
of the testing and if any tool 
is not according to specifica¬ 
tions he finds it out.” 

The section is located in a 
room of its own. A special cool¬ 
ing system maintains a constant 
temperature of 68 degrees, night 
and day. 


“This is essential, so that our 
measuring machines operate uni¬ 
formly,” Fitzgerald explained. 
“This is the temperature every¬ 
one uses as a common point for 
comparison as to size.” 

Metal expands in heat, con¬ 
tracts in cold. Merely the warmth 
of a human hand can change the 
size of a metal part by several 
tenths of a thousandth. 

Easiest to understand of the 
Comparators is one that has a 
30-inch screen, something like a 
big television set. On the screen 
appears the greatly magnified 
profile of the part under study. 

“Magnification on this ma¬ 
chine is 100 to 1,” Fitzgerald 
continued. “We can do a great 
deal better with others, but this 
machine is sufficient in many 
cases.” 

The 100 to 1 magnification pro¬ 
duces some fantastic shapes on 
the screen. For example, the tiny 
threads on a part no larger than 
a man’s little finger loom up on 
the screen like a picket fence. 
A wisp of camel’s hair brush, 
used to brush away dirt from the 
part, looks on the screen like a 
house broom. 

Fitzgerald is friendly and easy 
going about everything except 
accuracy in precision parts. Then 
he develops a heart like a loan 
shark’s. 

“Sometimes people doubt my 
word when I reject a part,” Fitz¬ 
gerald remarks, shaking his head 
as solemn and sad as an under¬ 
taker. “Sometimes they doubt 
my machines and I tell them: I’d 
certainly be obliged to find out 
just where my machines are 
wrong.” 

Fitzgerald’s humility is deceiv¬ 
ing. He knows he is right and 
he’s just having fun with the 
doubters. 



JletteM to the. Zditoi 


FANTASTIC—That's the name for the shapes that Martin Fitzgerald of Dept. 27 SD gets out of 
of this piece of equipment. The shape on the screen is highly magnified profile threads on a pre¬ 
cision part no bigger than your little finger. Machine helps check to see that tools are accurately 
made. Fitzgerald is shown brushing part with tiny brush. Note how large the brush hairs appear 
in screen. 

Turkish Airmen Briefed on B-36 by 
Convair Field Rep. at AF Base 


Dear Sir: 

We have noted with interest 
various stories about “William” 
or “Walter” Dittmann, who is on 
your SD pistol shooting team. 

At one time we had an em¬ 
ployee at Daingerfield whose 
name was Willard L. (Lloyd) 
Dittmann whom we taught to 
shoot during our spare time. 
Could it be that this is the same 
Dittmann who transferred from 
Daingerfield to Vultee Field after 
his year’s training period? If so, 
why not list his name correctly 
and give us credit for teaching 
him to shoot in these wide open 
spaces called Texas? 

W. D. ALEXANDER 
J. M. LUTHER 

Daingerfield 

Convair personnel records list 
a Willard Lloyd Dittmann 
(sometimes called Will or Bill), 
now in Engineering at SD, who 
joined Convair Dec. 18, 1939 at 
Vultee Field, transferred to Dain¬ 
gerfield Jan. 1, 1945, returned to 
Vultee Field after a year and 
came to SD in July, 1947. 

Despite the fact the name is 
identical, there appears to be 
some mistake. University of 
Wisconsin records list Dittman 
as a member of the university 
ROTC pistol team in 1938 and 
1939, long before he went to 
Daingerfield. 



“I don’t care if you did get 
into a crap game with our sales¬ 
man in your territory. . . . Nel¬ 
son had no right to bet his job.” 


Dear Editor: 

I noticed in the Jan. 4 issue 
of CONVAIRIETY that there 
was a great deal more Ft. Worth 
news than there was San Diego 
news. Why is this? 

Several of the Convair people 
in Engineering at San Diego call¬ 
ed this to my attention and I 
thought I would pass it along to 
you. 

JIMMIE GUYE 
(Dept. 6) 

True, true. And there have 
been times in the past when 
CONVAIRIETY devoted just as 
much space to SD happenings as 
the Jan. 4 issue bestowed upon 
FW events. Turn about is fair 
play. 

News events are like babies. 
They happen, and darned few 
magicians, if any, can forecast 
when and where. There always 
is a crop of babies coming off, 
but sometimes the crop is heavier 
in one locality than in another. 
Over a period of time, however, 
it evens itself up so that each 
locality gets its share of babies— 
and of news. 


Convair Adhesive 
Process Assists In 
B-36 Manufacture 

(Continued from Page 3) 

Unlike the common variety of 
adhesives, the Convair product 
provides a chemical rather than 
a mechanical bond. This phe¬ 
nomenon is an actual union of 
the molecules of the adhesive 
resin with those of the metal. 

Convair Engineers believe 
metal bonding has excellent pos¬ 
sibilities in fields other than air¬ 
craft manufacturing. They point 
out that its successful use in air¬ 
craft, in both high quality results 
and cost reduction, insures its 
dependability and usefulness for 
many other purposes. 


The prowess of the B-36 is 
spreading far beyond the conti¬ 
nental limits of the United States. 

Latest country to have its rep¬ 
resentative learn about the 
world’s largest bomber is Tur¬ 
key, which now has twelve air¬ 
men enrolled in the U. S. Air 
Force Technical School at Shep¬ 
pard Air Force Base, Wichita 
Falls, Tex. 

As part of their two-months’ 
course at the base, the Turkish 
airmen were recently given a 
brief B-36 indoctrination by O. A. 
Hall, Convair representative at 
the base, who explained the 
plane’s major complex systems. 

Led by their own group leader, 
M/Sgt. Ali Akbulut, the airmen 
were conducted about the plane 
and questioned Hall and officers 
at the base about the manner in 
which the plane operates. 

T/Sgt. Orhan Ceylon, one of 
the Turkish airmen, acted as of¬ 
ficial interpreter for the group 
when interpretation was needed. 
Normally, however, the students’ 
limited knowledge of English 
plus slow speech on the part of 
the Americans made it possible 
to conduct most of the tour with¬ 
out benefit of any interpreta¬ 
tions. In addition, both Ameri¬ 
cans and Turks discovered many 
aeronautical terms common in 
both languages. 

Though the B-36 held the spot¬ 
light during the tour, other 
planes were brought up during 
the day when T/Sgt. Norman B. 
Smirnoff and Hall led a discus¬ 
sion of both good and bad fea¬ 
tures of English, French, Ger¬ 
man, and Italian planes. 

Sgt. Smirnoff is assistant di¬ 
rector of the Special Projects 
Branch. 

The group of Turkish airmen 


met with Capt. James C. Ste¬ 
phens, director of the Special 
Projects Branch. 

Following the tour, the entire 
group assembled for refresh¬ 
ments and a chance to evaluate 


what they had learned on the 
tour. 

Concensus of the twelve air¬ 
men was that they had been 
“sold” on the B-36, according to 
Hall. 



RECEIVE B-36 INDOCTRINATION—The 12 Turkish airmen in 
the lower photo are among the students of several different na¬ 
tionalities enrolled at the Air Force Technical School at Sheppard 
Air Force Base, Wichita Falls, Tex. One of their projects has been 
to tour the B-36 and learn of its operation. 

At upper left O. A. Hall (center), field representative of Convair 
FW at Sheppard Air Force Base, poses with two of the Turkish 
airmen for whom he explained some of the operations of a B-36. 
At upper right is Capt. James C. Stephens, head of the Special 
Training Branch at Sheppard Air Force Base. Through this branch 
airmen from several nations are learning about the B-36. 
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READY FOR HIGH ALTITUDES—Bill Ivans of Engineering SD is shown in 
these poses with his new Schweizer all-metal sailplane. There are only two of the 
type on the west coast and both are owned by Convair men. The other owner 
is Louis Gonzales of Dept. 235 SD. Planes retail for $2500. Recently Ivans took 


his ship to 30,500 feet, within 3,000 feet of an altitude record. Ultimately he 
hopes to beat the record. Photo shows him in full regalia for hiq.h flying, oxygen 
mask, warm clothes and all. Planes are disassembled after each fligjit and owners 
store them in homes. They are transported by special trailers. 



AIR WAVES—Artist's sketch shows how sailplane rides updraft 
of air wave, standing still in relation to earth but constantly moving 
upward as air passes by. 


Buck Rogers Device 

Treasure Hunt by 
Snags Lost Cable, 

A couple of ingenious Convair 
FW workers turned their talents 
to treasure hunting recently— 
and came up with a $2,000 prize 
catch. 

The two are Virgil Tolliver 
(25-3) and LeRoy Manire (25-2). 

Their catch was an abandon¬ 
ed telephone cable which will 
eliminate the company’s having 
to install one at an estimated 
cost of $2,000. 

Though the abandoned cable 
was known to exist, its exact 
whereabouts had remained a 
mystery until a water-line crew 
inadvertently cut it in two. Hav¬ 
ing one end of the cable exposed 
still left the problem of tracing 
it, since it is as much as 12 feet 
underground in places. 

Tolliver and Manire pooled 
their mental resources and came 
up with a sort of super-mine de¬ 
tector which, in appearance, re¬ 
sembles a gadget straight from 
the pages of a Buck Rogers 
story. 

Since metal reinforcement is 
used throughout the concrete in 
the plant area, an ordinary mine 
detector would have been useless. 

The two Convair workers rig¬ 
ged up a weird looking arrange¬ 
ment with which they could pick 


’Divining Rod' 
Saves $2,000 

up electric impulses. Then, they 
returned to the exposed end of 
the cable where they attached 
another gadget to send sporadic 
impulses along a line. 

Much as a pilot “beaming” 
in to an airport, the pair slow¬ 
ly traced the cable across the 
plant area, finally reaching a 
point near the new electronics 
building. 

At this point, other excavation 
work was being done by pipeline 
crews. Workmen easily located 
the other end of the cable at this 
spot. 

By having the abandoned cable 
available, maintenance crews will 
be able to have telephones in¬ 
stalled in the new electronics 
building by the time it is finish¬ 
ed. Providing a line for the new 
building will be the purpose of 
the cable. 

The cable will be tied into the 
communications system in the 
north end of the assembly build¬ 
ing and runs almost directly to 
the electronics building, a total 
distance of about 1,300 feet. 

Laying a new cable would have 
required about 2,000 additional 
feet, at an estimated cost of $1 
per foot. 



CONVAIR FW TREASURE HUNTERS— While Virgil Tolliver 
(left) watches a volt meter, LeRoy Manire waves a homemade 
antenna over a portion of the Convair plant area. In this manner 
the two were able to trace the route of an abandoned telephone 
cable which will be used to supply telephones to the new electronics 
building when it is completed. The two Convair workers built their 
detecting set to meet the particular needs of finding the cable 
which was 12 feet underground in places. Laying a similar line 
would have cost an estimated $2,000, 


SD Pilot Seeks Sailplane Record 
Flying New All-Metal Design 

When you can climb to 27,500 feet in one hour without 
an engine—brother, that’s soaring! 

Bill Ivans of Dept. 6 SD did it this winter in his new 
Schweizer Type 1-23 all-metal sailplane. Then he went on 
up to 30,500 feet, only 3,000 less than the world altitude 
record for sailplanes. He spent his Christmas holidays 
trying altitude soaring near Bishop, Calif. 

Ivans and Louis Gonzales of 


Dept. 235 own the only sailplanes 
of this make and type west of 
Dallas. There are but nine others 
in existence. Though the ship is 
in production at Elmira, New 
York, and is proving popular, it 
is still classed as experimental. 
Full type approval by the CAA 
is expected soon. 

Weighing 450 lbs. empty and 
with a wing span of 44 feet, the 
ship is rugged, being stressed to 
13G or 13 times the pull of grav¬ 
ity. It has a glide angle of better 
than 25-to-l, or at normal glide 
drops one foot for every 25 feet 
it goes forward. It is a compro¬ 
mise design between high speed 
and low rate of drop. High speed 
requires high wing loading, while 
low rate of drop takes low wing 
loading. Ivans’ ship is tailor- 
made for his six feet two inches 
of personal altitude, the inside 
of his cockpit being an inch 
higher from deck to canopy than 
that of Gonzales. 

The world altitude record for 
sailplanes is held by John Robin¬ 
son of Los Angeles, who took his 
“Zanonia” to 33,500 feet. Ivans is 
going after that record in the 
near future. He will take a pres¬ 
sure chamber test to 45,000 feet 
wearing the oxygen equipment 
he will use in the attempt. This 
equipment is of the latest pres¬ 
sure breathing type developed by 
the Air Force. Ivans calls it “the 
poor man’s pressurized cabin— 
you being the cabin.” The air is 
pumped into the wearer under 
pressure and he must force him¬ 
self to breathe it out against 
this pressure. Such equipment is 
comparatively safe up to an alti¬ 
tude of 45,000 feet. 

Greatest difficulty encountered 
by Ivans at high altitude is in 
keeping the inside of the cockpit 
canopy clear of ice. At 30,000 
feet the temperature outside was 
around 40 below zero and inside 
the cockpit, because of his body 
heat, it was about 10 degrees 
warmer. This fogged the canopy 
and caused ice. Ivans caught 
only occasional glimpses of the 
horizon through holes which he 
scratched in the ice. He hopes 
to overcome this obstacle by us¬ 
ing double windows with dead air 
insulation between them. 

Soaring pilots sometimes 
reach remarkable heights on 
“thermals” or columns of warm 
air ascending rapidly from the 
earth’s surface. Ivans and 
other experienced altitude 
gainers prefer a different 
method. They ride air waves 
or standing waves in the at¬ 
mosphere. 

Wave soaring works like this: 


a wind is blowing 25 mph or 
more from the Pacific inland 
across the Sierra Nevada Moun¬ 
tains near Bishop. After it 
crosses the Sierras it drops into 
Owens Valley, then climbs again 
over the White Mountains. This 
drop and climb creates a con¬ 
tinuing series of standing waves 
in the atmosphere. Such waves 
are readily recognizable by lenti¬ 
cular clouds which form on the 
updrafts and remain stationary. 
These clouds are made up of 
moving particles of moisture 
which form, blow through the 
cloud area and disappear to form 
again on the updraft of the next 
wave. The cloud shape is usually 
that of an airfoil or cross-section 
of an airplane wing. 

Ivans says if you can get 
into the updraft just ahead of 
these lenticular clouds you can 
ride the current upward in a 
perfectly smooth and continu¬ 
ous climb. In fact, he climbed 
for 15 minutes without touch¬ 
ing his controls at all. The for¬ 
ward speed of the sailplane bal¬ 
anced perfectly with the hori¬ 
zontal flow of the wind. 

Lenticular clouds have been ob¬ 
served in layers, one above an¬ 
other, as high as 60,000 feet, so 
Ivans sees no great obstacle to 
climbing to 45,000 feet other 
than man’s own physical ability 
to endure such high altitude in 
a non-pressurized chamber. 

The little Schweizer belonging 
to Ivans packs a full board of 
instruments which he has install¬ 
ed himself. It includes a mag¬ 
netic compass, air speed indica¬ 
tor, altimeter, two special rate- 
of-climb instruments (operating 
on different principles), an ac¬ 
celerometer, a Centigrade ther- 



EXCLUSiVE—Louis Gonzales, 
left, and Bill Ivans, both Convair 
SD, stand beside one of their 
two sailplanes. They own only 
two of type on west coast. 

mometer, an electric turn-and- 
bank indicator, and an oxygen 
pressure gauge and blinker. 

The plane also contains fibre- 
glass insulation against cold and 
Ivans has plugged as many cold 
air leaks as possible. 

When Ivans and Gonzales do 
their soaring around San Diego 
they usually do it either at Tor- 
rey Pines or at Gillespie Field 
near El Cajon. At Torrey Pines 
the launching is accomplished by 
a power winch which reels in a 
cable to which the sailplane is 
attached, giving it sufficient for¬ 
ward motion to take off and drop 
the cable. At Gillespie Field the 
sailplane is towed off by powered 
aircraft. 

Soarers don’t always get back 
to their starting point unless they 
are either remarkably good or 
remarkably lucky, but that 
doesn’t particularly bother Ivans 
or Gonzales, or any other rabid 
sailplane fan. 

“Every landing you make in 
a sailplane is an emergency 
landing,” they say, “so you get 
used to it.” 


Two FAMA Airplanes Scheduled To 
Start 10,000-Mile Flight to BA 


Two of FAMA’s five airplanes 
were slated to leave San Diego 
this week on the 10,000-mile 
flight to Buenos Aires. 

E. D. Shannon, chief of experi¬ 
mental flying, was slated to fly 
the first ship with W. D. Carrier 
Jr. as co-pilot, and E. Walter 
Belliston as flight engineer. The 
second plane was earmarked for 
Bill Harwell as pilot with Dave 
Franks as co-pilot and W. C. 
Robinson as flight engineer. , 

A third plane is expected to 
leave soon for Buenos Aires, but 
delivery of the others will be de¬ 
layed. 


The route lies via Miami, San 
Juan and Rio de Janeiro and the 
trip will require about six days, 
one of which will be spent in 
Miami arranging clearances. 

“The total trip is about 40 
hours of flying, around 10,000 
miles,” A. C. Bussy, chief of 
flight operations at SD, said. 
“According to schedule, all flying 
will be in the daytime.” 

O. W. Harper of Service was 
scheduled to be aboard the first 
FAMA plane as well as his fam¬ 
ily. He is being transferred to 
Buenos Aires to handle service 
activities from that point. 
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FWMaintenanceStarts 
When the Others Stop 

When electric power fails at Convair FW, business 
really stops—unless you happen to be a member of the 
plant electrical maintenance section. 



HOME AVIARY—H. T. Edwards (Dept. 31 SD) and Mrs. Edwards 
are shown in upper photo in their side yard at Pacific Beach where 
Edwards maintains a collection of more than 500 birds. In lower 
photo Edwards shows how he fills troughs as scores of parakeets 
look on solemnly from their perches. 



BIG BIRDS TOO—H. T. Edward's bird collection has big ones 
as well as little ones. Upper photo shows doves of peace (which 
Edwards vows are the same variety that Noah released from the 
ark), while in lower picture is a cock pheasant. 

Backyard Aviary 

Ted Turns Birdman, Raises 500 
From Finches to Pheasants 

H. T. (Ted) Edwards of Dept. 31 SD can't stay away 
from things aerial for the life of him. 

Not satisfied with a professional connection with avi¬ 
ation, Ted's spare time is spent as a “birdman!" 

One day a few years ago he 


If you are in electrical mainte¬ 
nance, a power failure is your 
signal to get into high gear. 

“When the current stops, you 
see every man we can lay our 
hands on taking off in twenty 
different directions,” S. J. 
O’Leary, plant engineering super¬ 
visor, says. 

Here, briefly, is what happens: 

When the normal supply of 
electricity is cut off, an emer¬ 
gency plant system automatically 
goes into operation. Within 
twenty-four seconds after a fail¬ 
ure, the plant system will be 
furnishing “juice” for all emer¬ 
gency lights, fire alarms, deluge 
and sprinkling systems, time 
clocks, and the air conditioning 
system. 

This emergency electrical 
system is operated by steam 
turbine through which live 
steam continually pours, just 
in case. 

Since the emergency system 
works automatically, the switch 
from regular to plant power is 
comparatively simple for electri¬ 
cal maintenance. But the switch 
back to normal power is a baf¬ 
fling, complicated maneuver that 
Houdini himself would have 
trouble figuring out. 

When the normal electrical 
supply returns, top priority is 
given the seven air compressors. 
These supply air for a myriad of 
operations, including drop ham¬ 
mers and other plant machinery. 

Second on the list comes the 
chill and hot water pumps which 
keep the air-conditioning system 
in operation. 

Third ranking operation is 
starting all air-conditioning mo¬ 
tors to start a regular flow of 
fresh air into all the buildings. 

Next comes the water pumps 
at Lake Worth which supply 
water to the plant. 

And finally comes the thou- 
stands of individual motors lo¬ 
cated throughout the area. 

“There are about 5,000 of 
these motors scattered over the 
plant, and when the power 
stops, they are all switched 
off,” according to O’Leary. 
“Maintenance men have to go 
the rounds turning them all 
back on.” 

“All told, I’d say that it’s a 
good two hours from the time 
current returns until everything 
is back operating normally.” 

The size of the job can be 
indicated by a few figures. 

For example, the plant uses 
enough electricity each month to 
supply all homes in a city of 
between 25,000 and 30,000. 

O’Leary estimates that there 
is more than 750 miles of wiring 
in the entire plant, in addition to 
33 miles of underfloor ducts that 
provide outlets at jigs, fixtures, 
many machines, and the tele¬ 
phones. 

Lighting in itself is a major 
operation, since there are ap¬ 
proximately 100,000 light 
sources throughout the plant. 
Bulk of these are flourescent 
tubes. 

Starting point of the entire 
system is two sub-stations lo¬ 
cated at the west side of the 
plant. These are attached to a 
60,000-volt line from Texas Elec¬ 
tric Service. These two sub-sta¬ 
tions transform the current to 
4,160 volts for distribution and 
along the way, decks of other 
transformers bring the voltage 
down to 440, 115, and other 



“You have a very annoying 
habit of starting a sentence and 
finishing it!” 


On the side, the maintenance 
section can worry itself with 
scads of other systems, includ¬ 
ing the 1,200 telephones in use 
at the plant, two 400-cycle trans¬ 
mission systems that provide ex¬ 
ternal power for operating B-36 
systems, 190 poles of street 
lights over the area, a plant-wide 
public address system, and even 
the mono-rail coverage over the 
entire plant. 

Ninety-three persons are re¬ 
quired to keep the electrical 
maintenance section operating 
smoothly. And operate smoothly 
it does—until the lights go off. 

Then? Well, just stand aside 
and watch them fly! 



QUICK CUT-OFF—E. J. Rob¬ 
erts, foreman, illustrates how the 
entire supply of plant electricity 
can be shut off with two quick 
twists of the wrist. Two sub¬ 
stations at Convair FW receive 
electricity from an outside source 
for distribution in the plant. One 
handle on each of the two pan¬ 
els above completely breaks the 
flow of electricity from the sta¬ 
tions. 


Former POWs Now 
May Submit Claims 
For Compensation 

Claims for compensation from 
former prisoners of war and 
civilian internees of World War 
II can now be submitted to the 
War Claims Commission, Wash¬ 
ington 25, D. C., Daniel F. 
Cleary, commission chairman, has 
announced. 

There are approximately 200 
former POW’s at Convair FW. 
Compensation for these claims 
was authorized by the War 
Claims Act of 1948. 

Forms on which application for 
claims may be made can be se¬ 
cured by writing the adjutant 
general, state capitol, Austin, 
Tex. The letter should state 
whether the applicant is a former 
prisoner of war, the dependent 
of a former POW, civilian inter¬ 
nee or dependent of a civilian 
internee. 

In addition, forms will be avail¬ 
able at FW Veterans Administra¬ 
tion offices late in January. All 
applications must be received by 
the commission by March 1, 1951. 

In San Diego, the Veterans 
Administration reported that a 
supply of application forms is 
expected at the local offices by 
late January or early February 
and that in the meantime various 
veterans organizations have 
blanks. 


KLM Co nvair-Liners 
Start New Route 

KLM recently inaugurated 
inaugurated semi-weekly Con- 
vair-Liner flights from Amster¬ 
dam to Damascus via Nice, Rome 
and Athens, more than 4,600 
miles round trip. 

First flight, made without a 
“single unusual item in the log 
book,” required 21 hours. Later 
this year KLM expects to extend 
the route to Teheran, approxi¬ 
mately 3,200 miles from Amster¬ 
dam. 


grew bored with raising flowers. 
At the same moment a neighbor 
lost interest in raising birds. 

So we swapped hobbies and 
I got about 50 birds on the 
deal,” Ted recalled. “Now I’ve 
got so many I can’t count ’em. 
About 500 I reckon.” 

Edwards, who was in the news 
not long ago upon receipt of his 
25-year pin, lives at 1956 Horn- 
blend, Pacific Beach. His large 
lot is sufficient for a comfort¬ 
able home and a complicated ar¬ 
rangement of cages. 

“Here are African love birds,” 
Ted explained as he began a 
Cook’s tour. “These are sacred 
doves, like Noah sent out, and in 
that cage are 100 finches of kinds 
like pansy-faced, bronze and 
white zebras, society, silver-bills, 
spice and Cuban. This cage has 
canaries and this one parakeets.” 

The parakeet cage was more 
colorful than a sunset. Brilliant 
greens, blues and yellows shone 
in the sunlight as the birds flash¬ 
ed back and forth in dazzling 
flight. Near the top of the cage 
was a row of bird houses as 
alike as teeth in a comb. At 
several homes the fathers were 


at the stoop nuzzling their 
spouses. 

“The male feeds the femaP 
that way,” Edwards explainer 
“He carries grain in his beak to 
her while she sits on the nest. 
Parakeets are true to each other 
until the young are raised. Then 
they may separate.” 

Edwards pointed out other 
cages, all with birds of rare 
beauty, cockateels, cardinals, 
diamond doves and one with a 
trio of lineated parakeets, con¬ 
sidered very rare. 

Edwards goes in for variety in 
size as well as breed. He keeps 
a collection of bantams and even 
a number of beautifully plum- 
aged pheasants, some worth as 
much as $45 a pair. (On these 
cages he has “no hunting” signs 
posted!) 

It is more for fun than profit 
that Ted runs his bird business. 
In fact, he makes few sales but 
does a lot of trading with other 
hobbyists. He is proud of the 
collection and assured CON¬ 
VAIRIETY that any Convair 
visitors will be welcome to look 
around the place. 





METER READER'S DELIGHT—The reader who checks the elec¬ 
tric meter at Convair FW does all the good in the world. Each 
month the meter registers about the same amount of electricity as 
that used to supply a normal town of from 25,000 to 30,000 people. 
Checking the meter during a regular tour of the Convair sub-station 
above is S. J. O'Leary, plant maintenance supervisor. 



PLANT STAND-BY—When an electric power failure occurs at 
Convair FW, the steam-turbine generator pictured above carries 
the load of supplying power for the plant's emergency lights and 
systems such as fire alarms and sprinkling. Within 24 seconds after 
normal electricity has stopped, the generator has automatically 
begun producing its full load. Pictured above checking a gauge 
on the stand-by is Guy Dunn, Dept. 25-2. 
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ANXIOUS MOMENTS-—Tense times during Convair FW basketball play are 
shown in these action photos. Left: Bill Hickman, rear, and Lou Fursherio, right, 
both of second shift Tooling team, show anxiety as Jim Folkerson of Inspection 
team goes into air for two points. Folkerson's goal wasn t enough however. 
Tooling took decision 50-44. Center: it's a mad scramble during Metal Formers 


vs. Machine Shop second shift tilt with these players identified: Bill Blue, Eugene 
Calloway, Gene Lowery and Gene Wingo. Right: Referees try out their whistles 
for W. E. Lambert (center), one of league's scorekeepers. At left is H. C. Mc¬ 
Mahan, right is Jimmy McDowell. 


130-Pound Buck Wins New Rifle 
For L. R. Gant in Texas Contest 



DEPARTMENTAL WINNERS 
—The three top horseshoe pitch¬ 
ers pictured above were first to 
sign up for the round-robin tour¬ 
nament of departmental horse¬ 
shoe winners which was sched¬ 
uled to have begun on Jan. 10. 
The three are, left to right, N. C. 
Kelly (30), M. A. Gladden (14-2), 
and C. O. Booth (6-5). Getting 
their entries down on paper is 
Finn Wahl, CRA commissioner of 
horseshoe pitching for Convair 
FW. 


A 130-pound blacktail buck, 
killed on the Goldwire ranch near 
Sanderson, Tex., proved to be 
the biggest deer killed by a Con¬ 
vair FW employee during the 
season just closed, according to 
R. D. Jones, CRA hunting com¬ 
missioner. 

The prize buck was shot by 
L. R. Gant (6-9), who was award¬ 
ed a new 30.06 Winchester rifle 
as CRA prize in the deer hunting 
contest. 

Second prize, awarded for the 
deer killed with the largest num¬ 
ber of points, was won by 0. D. 
Carter (45), who nailed a 10- 
pointer, Texas count. Two others, 
Albert Brown (6-4) and D. S. 
Oglesby (30) also entered 10- 
point kills. In a drawing held by 
Jones to determine who would 
receive the telescopic sight, Car¬ 
ter drew the lucky number. 

According to Jones, 137 entries 
were made in the contest. 
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Second Half Play Starts In 
Four Bowling Leagues at SD 


TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE 

Plans are under way at SD to 
organize league play for table 
tennis teams, according to Com¬ 
missioner John Lockwood. Games 
probably will be scheduled for 
after hours at the CRA club¬ 
house. 


Coronado Badminton Players Organize 
Own Group Under Sponsorship of CRA 


Arrangements were completed 
last week for a Coronado section 
of the SD badminton club. 

Commissioner John Lockwood 
said the group will meet at the 
Coronado high school gymnasium, 
Mondays and Thursdaysc at 7 
p.m., the same hour members 
meet at the Balboa gyrp. Rac¬ 
quets and birds are supplied by 
CRA. At Coronado, however, 


each player will be required to 
pay the $1 per semester charge 
that everyone pays the school for 
use of the gym. 

Lockwood said he hoped to or¬ 
ganize inter-club competition be¬ 
tween Coronado and San Diego 
teams. Anyone living in Coro¬ 
nado and interested in playing 
was urged to show up at the gym 
Mondays and Thursdays or to 
contact Lockwood at Ext. 643. 


SURE SHOT —This is Russ 
Morrisette, who in less than a 
year of shooting moved from 
class B to class A and during the 
ast quarter of 1949 was tops 
among marksmen in Convair 
SD's Pistol Club. Russ, who dur- 
ng the week works on B-36 mo¬ 
bile training panels, says he owes 
much of his success to a period 
of time he spent on the second 
shift, which permitted him to 
oractice regularly. "Now that 
'm working, days, I'm afraid my 
scores will drop," he said. Russ 
had done little pistol shooting 
until he joined the CRA-spon- 
sored club and is a good illus¬ 
tration of what concentration 
and effort can do in sports. 



OH! WATCH MY DADDY—That’s the advice Marian Howell, 
second from left, gives Ronnie Lindsey, at her side, during a recent 
Engineering-Tooling intra-plant basketball game. Every game finds 
similar groups of families watching and cheering their "daddies" on. 
Other interested spectators pictured above include Mrs. O. A. 
Lindsey, whose husband is in Dept. 31 (at left), and Mrs. John S. 
Howell and 15-month-old Susan Carol. Howell is in Dept. 24-1. 


Second half play started last 
week at Convair SD in the 800, 
825 and 850 scratch leagues with 
heated competition marking most 
of the races. 

Prior to last Friday evening's 
sessions, Mechanical Maintenance 
held a four-game margin to lead 
the 800 league while Experimen¬ 
tal was two games out in front 
in the 825 and Tool Planning had 
a six-game margin in the 850. 
At the same point, Orlo Temple- 


Misfit Jrs. Ahead 
In Handicap Loop 

John Brandt's sizzling 244 
game last Wednesday night at 
Pacific Recreation marked events 
in Convair SD’s Handicap bowl¬ 
ing league. Brandt’s perform¬ 
ance contributed to a 579 series 
and helped Primary Assembly 
teammates rack up a 911 game. 

Lorraine Thacker turned in an 
unusual performance bowling for 
the Tabbies. She rolled 106, then 
137, then 164. Standings are: 
HANDICAP LEAGUE 

TEAM 

Misfit Jrs.— 


Plaster Termites ... 
Primary Assembly . 
Gutter Dusters- 


Jigs & Fixtures 
Army Air Force 


Screwballs 


Convairiety .. 


Mighty Five 
Fuselage . 


w. 

L. 

. 51 

25 

, 50 

26 

, 49 

27 

. 47 

29 

. 46 

30 

. 46 

30 

. 38 

38 

. 38 

38 

. 36 

40 

. 35 

41 

. 33 

43 

. 33 

43 

. 32 

44 

. 31 

45 

. 28 

48 

. 15 

61 


Tooling Wins Clear 
Title to 1st Shift 
Basketball Lead 

First half play in the intra¬ 
plant basketball league at FW 
ended in a two-way tie for first 
in the daytime shift while a sec¬ 
ond shift Tooling team won a 
clear title to their league crown. 

Another Tooling team figured 
in the first shift play tying the 
Sub Assembly quintet record of 
six wins against one defeat. 

It was a down to the wire bat¬ 
tle in the first shift league and 
not until the final gun were team 
standings jelled enough for con¬ 
sideration. Going into the final 
night’s play, four teams, Engi¬ 
neering and Machine Shop, in 
addition to the two finalists, were 
still in the running for the crown. 
A playoff between Tooling and 
Sub Assembly was set for Jan. 
16. 

The second shift Tooling team 
sewed up the top ranking spot in 
that league, Jan. 10, when it 
scored its seventh straight win. 
Loser of the game, Inspection, 
went into a tie with Metal Form 
ers for second spot. 

Basketball Commissioner W. T. 
Tharp and Co-commissioner J. E. 
McBride both expressed satisfac¬ 
tion for the class of competition 
exhibited during the first half 
in their respective first and sec 
ond half leagues. 

In first shift play, final out¬ 
come was not determined until 
the last game. Second shift win 
ner made the grade on the sec¬ 
ond game before the half ended, 
but second and third place win¬ 
ners went to the final game. 


ton, with 257 holds the high 
game to date among 800 bowlers 
with Willis Carson at 626 for the 
highest individual series. Mean¬ 
while, in the 825 group, H. R. 
Juvrud was in front with a 254 
game, best of the season while 
M. Wolfe holds the series mark 
with 623. A. Kimble tops the 
850 bowlers for the season with 
a 247 game and Paul Aslin holds 
the series mark with 618. 
Standings prior to Jan, 

800 SCRATCH 

TEAM W. 

Mech. Maintenance . 46 

Welding - 42 

Experimental No. 

Sub. Assy. B-50 .. 

Boeing Nose - 

Material 


Following are standings as of Jan. 10 
in the Engineering Handicap Bowling 
league at Convair SD: 

TEAM W. L. 

Frightful Foursome ...— 41 19 

Knuckle Downs ..-. 37 23 

Woodpeckers .-... 37 23 

Misguided Missiles .— - 34 26 

Aero Maniacs —.— .— 30 30 

Gutter Rats ._. 30 30 

Bumble Bees _ 29 31 

Bowl Dubs --—- 23 37 

Alley Dusters —- 20 40 

Slow Pokes —,—— 19 41 


...._ 41 

. 36 

... 32 

. 30 

Engineering ..—... 29 

Inspection .—-. 28 

Tool Planning - 19 

Experimental No. 2 . 17 

825 SCRATCH 
TEAM W. 

Experimental . 46 

Electric Bench . 44 

Machine. Shop . 36 

Accounting .. 33 

B-50 Nose . 32 

Sheet Metal . 26 

Handicappers .-. 25 

Wood Shop .. 14 

850 SCRATCH 
TEAM W. 

Tool Planning . 44 

. 38 

. 36 

. 31 

. 31 

. 26 

. 26 

.. 24 



13 


Engineering 
Pin Dusters 

Misfits - 

Fuselage . 

Sheet Metal 


Convair Liner 
Experimental 


L. 

18 

22 

23 

28 

32 

34 

35 

36 
45 
47 

L. 

18 

20 

28 

31 

32 
38 
29 
50 

L. 

20 

26 

28 

33 
33 
38 
38 
40 



WASHER WINNERS —CRA 
at OAL, Daingerfield, completed 
its first washer pitching tourna¬ 
ment Dec. 9. The play began on 
Oct. 31, the reason for the long 
time involved being the shift 
problem. The winners were pre¬ 
dicted before the tournament 
began. In the top photo, bill¬ 
folds suitably inscribed were pre¬ 
sented by A. J. Stevens, washer 
commissioner, to winners Pete 
Ball (left) and O. A. Rust (right), 
both of the Maintenance group, 
and in the bottom photo to 
Jodie Jones (left) and Willie 
Brown, Jr., also of Maintenance. 
Another tournament is planned. 
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CRA ActivitiesjfS 

By C. J. Hall, CRA President for FW 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—John Cates, commissioner, ext. 2103. Weekly sessions from 7 
to 10 p.m. each Sunday at Carswell Air Force gymnasium. Handicap tournament 
postponed until February. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. Intra-plant and In¬ 
dustrial League basketball play now under way. 

BOAT CLUB—Page V. Yeager, commissioner, ext. 5255. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 3263. Assistant bowling com¬ 
missioner, C. G. Phink, ext. 3145, second shift. Contact the following secretaries 
if you wish to enter any of the bowling leagues: Secretary of 800 League, C. B. 
Mitchella, ext. 3250, 2107 ; 735 League, George Symm, ext. 3153; 650 League, 
G. W. Partridge, ext. 2102. 

BOXING—R. O. Woods, commissioner, ext. 4288. 

BRIDGE—Herb Helstrom, commissioner, ext. 2255. Bridge Club meets at 7:30 
p.m. every Thursday in the main dining room of the Blackstone Hotel. It is 
not necessary to be an expert or advanced player to participate. Everyone is 
welcome, beginner or master player. Instructions will be furnished if necessary. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Classes in basic 
photography for beginners at 8 p.m. every Wednesday at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Play every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. at the Y.W.C.A. Both beginners and experienced players welcome. 
Contact Ivy. 

.CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. Plant-wide tournament 

scheduled to start next month. 

CHESS CLUB—Players interested contact E. G. Crosier, CRA business manager, 
ext. 4250. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 2288. 

FISHING—Plant-wide fishing contest underway until March 31. Register for 
prizes at employee services section. 

GOLF—F. F. Gignilliat, commissioner, ext. 4106. 

HANDBALL—J. I. Pratt, commissioner, ext. 4181. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Departmental winners 
play-off for plant championship was scheduled to start Jan. 10. 

HUNTING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—E. E. Scott, commissioner, ext. 4211. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RIDING—Convair employees interested in bridle trail riding contact E. G. 
Crosier, CRA business manager, ext. 4250. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5115. Regular Tuesday and 
Thursday tennis play has been discontinued until spring. Arrangements may be 
made for individual matches by telephoning Bradley. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Doubles tournament 
scheduled for this month. 

WATER SPORTS—Bob Lynn, commissioner, ext. 4230. 


CRA Calendar 

Shown below are CRA-sponsored recreational activities from Jan. 18 through 
Feb. 1: 

Choral Club: Singing daily from 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. in factory. 

Horseshoes: Round robin tournament play-offs this month. 

Washer Pitching: Doubles tournament starts this month, rest periods and 
lunch-time. 

Jan. 18: Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Bowling, Women's teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

•Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 19: Basketball, first shift, Engineering vs. Machine Shop, 7 p.m.. Dept. 
47 vs. Tooling, 8:15 p.m., William James Junior High School. 
Basketball, second shift. Metal Formers vs. Inspection, Tooling vs. 
Machine Shop, North Side Recreation Bldg. 

Bowling, 735 League, Alley Bowl, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, 800 League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Bridge, Blackstone Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 21: Bowling, Convair teams in city tournament. Alley Bowl, all day. 

Jan. 22: Bowling, Convair teams in city tournament. Alley Bowl, all day. 

Jan. 23: Bowling, Major City team, Tavener’s, 8 p.m. 

Bowling, 650 League, Bowling Center, 7:30 p.m. 

Camera Club, quarterly print contest and dark room discussion, 
Y.M.C.A., 8 p.m. 

Square Dancing, North Side Recreation Bldg., 7:80-10 p.m. 

Jan. 24: Basketball, first shift, Tooling vs. Engineering, 7 p.m., Dept. 47 vs. 
Dept. 43, 8:15 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

Basketball, second shift. Tooling vs. Inspection, Machine Shop vs. 

Metal Formers, North Side Repreation Bldg. 

Bowling, Engineering League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Choral Club meeting, Y.M.C.A., 8 p.m. 

Jan. 25: Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Bowling, Women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 26: Basketball, first shift, Machine Shop vs. Final Assembly, 7 p.m.. 
Aerodynamics vs. Sub-Assembly, 8:15 p.m., William James Junior 

High School. 

Basketball, second shift. Machine iShop vs. Inspection, Tooling vs. 

Metal Formers, North Side Recreation Bldg. 

Bowling, 735 League, Alley Bowl, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, 800 League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Bridge, Blackstone Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 28: Bowling, Convair teams in city tournament. Alley Bowl, all day. 

Jan. 29: Bowling, Convair teams in city tournament. Alley Bowl, all day. 

Jan. 30: Bowling, Major City team, Tavener’s, 8 p.m., broadcast over KXOL, 
9:35 p.m. 

650 League, Bowling Center, 7:30 p.m. 

Square Dancing, North Side Recreation Bldg., 7:30-10 p.m. 

Jan. 31: Basketball, first shift. Aerodynamics vs. Machine Shop, 7 p.m., Sub- 
Assembly vs. Dept. 47, 8:15 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 
Basketball, second shift, Inspection vs. Metal Formers, Tooling vs. 

Machine Shop, North Side Recreation Bldg. 

Bowling, Engineering League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Choral Club meeting, Y.M.C.A., 8 p.m. 

Feb. 1: Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Bowling, Women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 


FW Bowling 

800 LEAGUE 

TEAM W. 

Superior Castings . 44 

Canada Dry —. 44 

Corbin Rent-A-Car . 

C & G Service .. 

Black Hawk Restaurant 
Johnnie Johnson Tires .... 

Keg Store 


2222 Dinner Club . 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Trouble Shooters . 50 

Hard Heads .-. 46 

Howeth Texaco . 45 

Saueer Tossers .-. 44 


Jug Heads 
Hedge Hoppers - 

Snail Pacers . 

Abra Cadabras . 
Wing Dings ....... 

Po Slokes . 

Atomizers . 

Drag Counts 


40 
40 
39 
38 
38 
36 
, 35 
34 


The Ions .-.-.■— 31 

Trojans .— -.— 29 

The Clippers .-.-. 28 

49’ers . 27 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 


Machine Shop No. 2 

Alley Cats .. 

Poinsettias -- 

Peace Makers 


Machine Shop No. 3 . 

Tooling Huskies . 

Misfires —*.. 

“82” Hopefuls . 33 

Machine Shop No. 1 .-. 32 

Alluminators .-. 29 

Cbwtown Yanks .- - 26 

Bomberdears .-.— 22 

Bomber Champs — -- 16 


Armament . 

735 LEAGUE 

Alley Bowl .-.-. 

Dundee Clothes Inc.--- 

Broiler Cafe .——. 

Lance Inc. 


San Mar Restaurant . 

Shuffleboard Casino . 

Louis Daiches Jeweler .~~ 

Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil.... 

Ben Moody Service Station. 

Shur-Fit Optical ........ 


16 

44 

36 

36 

35 

35 

32 

29 

27 

24 

22 


L. 

20 

20 

24 
21 
31 
41 

47 

48 

22 

26 

31 

32 
36 

36 

37 

38 

38 

40 

41 

42 
45 

39 

48 

49 

14 

20 

22 

25 
28 
28 
29 

31 

32 
35 
38 
42 
48 
48 

20 

28 

28 

29 

29 

32 

35 

37 

40 
42 


Feb. 1 Deadline For 
Washer Pitchers 

Deadline for entries in the 
Convair FW intra-plant washer 
pitching tournament is Feb. 1 
and play will start Feb. 6, ac¬ 
cording to Budge Lee, CRA com¬ 
missioner. 

Each department will have a 
sub-commissioner in charge of 
play in his department. First de¬ 
partments to announce their ap¬ 
pointments are Dept. 3, J. R. 
Locke; Dept. 8, Budge Lee; Dept. 
9, E. Garrison; Dept. 14, M. A. 
Gladden; Dept. 22, U. L. Tidwell; 
Dept. 24, M. L. Helton; Dept. 27, 
Roy Harrison; Dept. 30, Ike Pem¬ 
berton; Dept. 31, J. M. Strother; 
Dept. 44, Ed Tucknies; Dept. 47, 
J. H. Braunt Jr.; Dept. 73, C. R. 
Ingle; Dept. 81,_G. L. Allen; and 
Dept. 82, S. T. Lanier. 

Departments having 32 or more 
entrants in first-round play will 
receive a trophy engraved with 
the winners names. Departmen¬ 
tal winning teams and sub-com¬ 
missioners will receive trophies 
if as many as 64 players partici¬ 
pate in first-round matches. A 
large, permanent trophy will be 
retained by the winning depart¬ 
ment until the next tournament. 



A BABY-SITTING SANTA— 
Santa (Harry Crawford) Claus 
showed the crowd time and time 
again he was an experienced 
hand when it came to handling 
the tiny set. At each perform¬ 
ance a special prize was awarded 
to the youngest child present, 
which Santa got to present. At 
an early performance, two- 
month-old David Brandt won the 
honor and his reaction to all the 
fuss over him is pictured above. 
With Santa and David is baby's 
mother, Mrs. Fred Brandt, whose 
husband is in Dept. 6-4. 


Survey Shows Many 'Empty 
Saddles' in Convair FW Cars 


(Continued from Page 1) 
half filled—actually 41 per¬ 
cent. 

Going a little farther on the 
two-seaters, 73 of them car¬ 
ried only one passenger—the 
driver. Had these 73 cars been 
filled to capacity, 365 addition¬ 
al passengers could have been 
carried. 

In the 265 cars checked, there 
were a total of 1,431 seats 


Davis Winner In 
FW Turkey Shoot 

Top winner in the December 
“turkey” shoot sponsored by CRA 
at FW was G. I. Davis (Dept. 
12-2) who fired a 98. 

Second highest score was turn¬ 
ed in by C. Bombardier (27-1) 
with 94. He won a duck. A simi¬ 
lar score was turned in by W. 
L. Bradshaw Jr., (44), who had 
a 94 total but one less in the 
ring. His third prize 1 was a 
chicken. 

According to R. D. Jones, CRA 
hunting commissioner, 14 partici¬ 
pated in the shoot. Targets were 
scored by Ewell Cross and C. M. 
Black. 


Income Statements Will Be Mailed To 
Homes to Help in Filing Tax Returns 


Year end withholding state¬ 
ments reporting 1949 income 
(Form W-2) to be used in filing 
income tax returns, will be mail- 


Horseshoe Experts 
Meet This Week In 
Plant Tournament 

The cream of Convair FW 
horseshoe pitching t a 1 e n t—16 
winners in departmental tourna¬ 
ments—were scheduled to open 
their battle for the plant cham¬ 
pionship crown, Jan. 16, accord¬ 
ing to CRA Commissioner Finn 
Wahl. 

The 16 top pitchers were di¬ 
vided into three groups by draw¬ 
ing at the opening of the tour¬ 
ney. Each group will play a 
round robin and the three win¬ 
ners will then play for the title. 

According to Wahl, players are 
about equally divided on whether 
trophies or more useful prizes 
would be most appreciated by the 
winners, so it was decided that 
winners will choose their own 
awards from those available. 

The fourteen departmental win¬ 
ners who had entered by press 
time were C. O. Booth (6), O. P. 
Brown (9), M. A. Gladden (14), 

G. D. Howard (22-3), E. W. Car- 
lile (22-4), E. R. Ohlen (24-1), 

H. H. Hagler (27-4), N. C. Kelly 
(30), W. Dane (31-1), B. L. Ran¬ 
kin (31-2), J. L. Hukill (43), 
L. F. Hutson (44), G. A. Howard 
(45), and C. L. Brockman (4-2). 

Departments 45 and 81 were 
still to report. 


Ballard Appointed 
Asst. Superintendent 

A. N. Ballard has been named 
assistant superintendent of De¬ 
partments 47, 50, and 73 on the 
second shift, C. H. White, factory 
manager, has announced. 

R. D. Shackelford has been 
named general foreman in De¬ 
partment 31 to fill the vacancy 
created by Ballard’s promotion. 

Ballard has been a Convair FW 
employee for eight years. Pre¬ 
viously he had been an employee 
of Curtis Aeroplane Company 
in Buffalo, N. Y., and has served 
at the SD division. Shackelford 
has been at Convair FW since 
1942. He, too, worked in San 
Diego. 


DIAMOND RING LOST 

H. E. Gammon (FW Dept. 46) 
is quite anxious to see his ring 
again. Made of yellow gold, the 
ring was set with two rubies and 
one diamond. Gammon, who is 
on second shift, lost the ring 
between 8 and 9 p.m. on Dec. 29, 
somewhere in the plant. 


ed to the home addresses of all 
Convair Ft. Worth and San 
Diego employees this month. The 
original of the W-2 form must 
be attached to each worker’s in¬ 
come tax return when it is filed, 
regardless of whether the long 
or short forms are used. 

Information on the withholding 
statement (W-2) will include the 
employee’s gross salary during 
1949, as well as the total amount 
of withholding tax deducted. 

The W-2 forms are being mail¬ 
ed out as soon as possible to give 
Convair workers plenty of time 
to file their income tax returns 
before the March 15 deadline. 


Mother Gets Help 
When Son Stricken 

Convair people in FW Dept. 
24 were quick to come to the aid 
of one of their number recently. 

Mrs. Jane Stokley, a clerk in 
the department, was called home 
one day because of her two-year- 
old son’s illness. On the follow¬ 
ing day, members in the Tooling 
department learned that her son, 
Larry, had been stricken with 
spinal meningitis and rushed to 
Harris Memorial Hospital in Ft. 
Worth. 

Within three hours Tooling 
workers had collected $150 which 
was forwarded to the mother to 
help care for the child. Although 
in a very serious condition when 
admitted to the hospital, Larry 
was reported recovering. Mrs. 
Stokley lives with her two chil¬ 
dren and her mother at 622 
Youngblood in Liberator Village. 


Mary Sue Hickman 
Weds Sam Keith 

Mary Sue Hickman, former 
Convair employee, and Sam E. 
Keith Jr., FW Dept. 44, were 
married at Riverside Baptist 
Church, Dec. 30. Rev. E. G. 
Crosier performed the ceremony. 
The couple were attended by the 
bride’s sister, Lucille Hickman 
and the groom’s brother, Bob 
Keith. They have established 
their home at the Park Hill 
Apartments, 2501 Rogers, in Ft. 
Worth. 


B. Q. BARTON DIES 

B. Q. Barton Sr., Convair FW, 
Dept. 82, died in a Ft. Worth 
hospital, Jan. 10, after a heart 
attack. Barton, who was 62, is 
survived by his wife, five sons, 
including Charles D. Barton, Con¬ 
vair FW, Dept. 22-8, one daugh¬ 
ter, three sisters, four brothers, 
four grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. Funeral services were 
held Jan. 11 with burial in Ft. 
Worth. 


available. Only 626 were ac¬ 
tually used. That left room for 
805 additional passengers. 

When you consider that 805 
passengers would more than fill 
two giant XC-99’s, you get an 
idea of what the empty seats are 
doing to the traffic and parking 
problem. 

The plant-wide check made by 
Plant Protection showed a total 
of 1,865 cars leaving the plant 
following the second shift. Since 
at the time there were approxi¬ 
mately 4,660 second shift em¬ 
ployees, that would amount to 
one car for every 2.5 Convair 
workers. 

A check of first shift carL _ 
showed a slightly better average. 
However, this can be accounted 
for by the fact that administra¬ 
tive personnel, working closer to¬ 
gether than those in the plant, 
tend more to pool rides. 

Likewise, the percentage of 
women administrative workers 
whose husbands work elsewhere 
is greater on the first than the 
second shift. While the emanci¬ 
pation of women has progressed 
rapidly, it generally has not 
reached the stage yet where the 
husband looks for the ride while 
the wife takes the family car on 
her job. 


FW Hoopsters Face 
Carswell Air Base 

Convair’s basketball squad in 
the city’s Industrial League was 
slated to meet its big test of the 
first half on Jan. 17, in a match 
with the always-hard-to-beat 
Carswell Air Force Base quintet. 

The Convair squad went into 
the game with a decided edge, 
having five wins against no de¬ 
feats in league play as against 
Carswell’s 4-1 record. Loss to 
the airmen would mean a play¬ 
off game for Convair. A win 
would give the Convair group 
clear title to first half honors. 

At press time, the big question 
mark for Ed Tucknies, Convair 
team manager, was Coy Perkins 
who has consistently been high- 
point man during the season. 
Pexkins suffered an arm injury 
during the Convair-Buddy’s Used 
Car game. 

Tucknies was hopeful that A1 
Close, star center for Convair 
last year, would return from a 
South Dakota assignment in time 
to open the second half with the 
team. 


Badminton Players 
To Use AF Gym 

The once homeless badminton 
players at Convair FW have 
found themselves a protective 
wing in Carswell Air Force Base. 

Without a place to play since 
Dec. 1, followers of this CRA 
sponsored activity have arranged 
to use the Carswell gymnasium 
each Sunday between 7 and V 
p.m. 

According to Phil Mahaffey 
(6-2) four separate courts for 
badminton have been painted on 
the gym floor by Convair players. 

“We hope to use the gym all 
winter,” Mahaffey stated. “How¬ 
ever, I understand that they’re 
planning to put in a new floor in 
about a month so we don’t know 
definitely.” 

According to Mahaffey, the 
handicap tournament planned by 
badminton players has been post¬ 
poned at least until in February. 


Cohu Praises CRA 
For Xmas Parties 

(Continued from Page 1) 
first opportunity for CRA to 
demonstrate the real meaning of 
its existence for the recreational 
relief and satisfaction of every 
employee at Convair. 

“I extend to each active par¬ 
ticipant of the special Christmas 
party committee the genuine ap¬ 
preciation of Convair for his per¬ 
sonal efforts.” 






























































































Vol. 3, No. 3 

52 

Wednesday, February 1, 1950 



Convair FW Drivers 
Urged to Sign Up 
For Highway Safety 

Support of all Convair FW employees for the “under 
30-under 60” traffic safety campaign of Ft.. Worth’s new 
“Town and Country” Club was urged by Dr. W. J. Dan- 
forth in a talk before members of the Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club in their January meeting. 




MORE CONCRETE WORKING AREA—A transformation is taking place in the area west of the 
assembly building where contractors have begun laying paving over approximately 38,000 square 
yards of space. When completed, the area will be equipped with several additional work stations to 
be used in the B-36B to B-36D conversion program. The contract, let to Texas Bithulithic Company, 
is scheduled to be completed early in March. 


Career Man 

Ex-Mechanic At 
SD Returns As 
Pilot of B-36 

When Flight Mechanic Elbert 
E. Shearer left Convair SD in 
April, 1943, to join the Air Force, 
his boss, Steve Barinka of Field 
Operations, had a hunch he had 
not seen the last of Shearer. 

“He was an aggressive little 
guy, always thinking up ways 
to help rather than standing 
around waiting to be told,” 
Barinka recalled this week. 
“We hired him first as a clerk. 
Then he asked to be trans¬ 
ferred to the line and it wasn’t 
long before he was among our 
best mechanics.” 

Recently Barinka had a visitor. 
It was Lt. Elbert E. Shearer, 
USAF, newly named aircraft 
commander of one of the first 
B-36s to be assigned to the Sec¬ 
ond Air Force, the reconnais¬ 
sance arm of the Strategic Air 
Command. Shearer was in San 
Diego on a brief visit to renew 
old friendships and have a look 
at his Alma Mater. 

Shearer is married, has three 
children and lives at Vacaville, 
Calif. He is assigned to the Ninth 
Reconnaissance Wing of the 
First Reconnaissance Squadron, 
oldest tactical unit in the Air 
Force. He is based at Fairfield- 
Suisun Air Force Base. 


First Liners Fly South 
For Delivery to FAMA 

FAMA’S first two Convair-Liners crossed the equator 
flying southward last week and by now probably are in 
Buenos Aires for delivery. 

The ships took off from San Diego shortly before 8 a.m. 
Jan.. 20 after a brief wait until fog lifted at Lindbergh 
Field. They were in Miami, Fla. that evening on schedule 
and flight reports indicated the trip was without incident. 

Piloting ship No. 62 was E. D. 

Shannon while Bill Harwell was 
at the controls of ship No. 72. 

Also on board No. 62 was O. W. 

Harper of Service SD and his 
family. Harper will handle Serv¬ 
ice matters for FAMA. 

After a week-end stay in 
Miami with time out for clear¬ 
ances and taking aboard FAMA 
radio operators, the planes took 
off Tuesday, Jan. 24, and reached 
Trinidad, Port of Spain, the same 
day. Minor radio difficulties 
caused a stopover there until 
Jan. 26 when the planes con¬ 
tinued on their way southward. 

Soon after delivery in Buenos 
Aires, crews were scheduled to 
return to San Diego to fly the 
third FAMA ship south, No. 77, 
some time this month. Mean¬ 
while, that plane was being flight 
tested at San Diego in prepara¬ 
tion for delivery. 

The other two FAMA airplanes 
will be held in San Diego for the 
time being. No definite delivery 
schedule was available. 


Purpose of the campaign is to 
obtain pledges from upward of 
30,000 FW automobile drivers to 
keep their speeds “under 30” in 
towns and “under 60” in the coun¬ 
try, and to provide a budget of 
more than $30,000 for the Ft. 
Worth Safety Council to conduct 
a traffic safety campaign. 

The club and its campaign are 
fully endorsed by Convair and by 
Ray O. Ryan, Convair vice-presi¬ 
dent and FW Division manager. 
Ryan, a vice-president of the 
club, has assured club officials 
of all possible Convair support. 

Arrangements will be made in¬ 
side the plant to give all Convair 
FW employees an opportunity to 
join the club, to sign the pledge 
and participate in the city-wide 
safety effort, according to D. C. 
Burrows, assistant division man¬ 
ager. 

Vital necessity for the cam¬ 
paign was pointed up by Dr. 
Danforth, club secretary, in cit¬ 
ing Ft. Worth’s traffic fatality 
record for 1949—a total of 91 
persons killed in the county, an 
increase of more than 50 per cent 
from the previous year, and the 
worst fatality record of any 
county in the state. All other 
counties with major cities re¬ 
duced their fatalities. 

Support from Convair folks is 
important, Dr. Danforth pointed 
out, because they make up a sub¬ 
stantial percentage of the total 
number of automobile drivers in 
Tarrant county. 

To become a member of the 
Town and Country Club, an auto¬ 
mobile driver has only to pay 
1950 dues of one dollar, and sign 
a pledge by which he promises 
to do these things, which only 
add up to courtesy, common 
sense and safe driving. 

1. To extend to other drivers 
and pedestrians the same 
thoughtful, courteous con¬ 
sideration you would give to 
a guest in your home. 


Birthday of Eighth Air Force 
Recalls Famed Bombing Raids 


Eighth anniversary of Eighth 
Air Force, which flies B-36s from 
its headquarters base at Carswell 
AF Base adjacent to Convair 
FW, was celebrated Jan. 26 at 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in 
New York City at a banquet 
given by the Air Force Associa¬ 
tion. 

Representing the Eighth Air 
Force and its present commander, 
Maj. Gen. Roger M. Ramey, were 
Col. Cecil Combs, deputy com¬ 
mander, and a B-36 crew headed 
by Maj. Roy Showalter. 


Actual anniversary of the 
Eighth is Jan. 28, on which day 
in 1942 the Force was activated 
at Savannah, Ga. In its brief 
history, the Eighth has pioneer¬ 
ed in daylight precision bombing 
of specific industrial targets, 
such as the famous raid made on 
the Ploesti Oil Fields of Ru¬ 
mania during World War II by 
B-24 Liberators built by Convair. 
In all of the war, the Eighth 
dropped 701,300 tons of bombs 
in Europe, 531,000 tons of which 
were on Germany itself. 


ALL ABOARD FOR BA—It was a foggy morning late last month 
when this photo was taken at Lindbergh Field, SD. Climbing aboard 
FAMA airplane bound for South America are Mr. and Mrs. O. W. 
Harper and daughter Roberta, 12. Harper will be Service repre¬ 
sentative for FAMA. He and family will live in Buenos Aires. "It's 
wonderful!" was Roberta's reaction to prospects of life abroad. 
Bidding them goodbye are San Diego relatives left behind. 


2. To drive under 30 in towns 
and under 60 in the country. 

3. To observe all traffic rules 
and regulations. 

4. To support all city and 
state police officers in enforc¬ 
ing traffic rules and regula¬ 
tions. 

Benefits cited include these, 
reduction of money lost as re¬ 
sult of time off the job and hos¬ 
pital and medical bills due to 
traffic accident injuries, reduc¬ 
tion in money lost due to damage 
to automobiles, possible reduction 
in cost of auto insurance, pos¬ 
sible avoidance of permanent dis¬ 
ablement or disfigurement of self 
and others, possible saving of 
own life and that of others. 

Members are given stickers for 
automobile windshields to show 
they are cooperating in campaign. 

All funds received by the Town 
and Country Club will be used in 
Ft. Worth to promote and en¬ 
courage traffic safety. 


Runoffs Name 
Management Club 
Vice Presidents 


D. C. McDougal was elected 
day shift vice president and 
E. D. Routledge night shift 
vice president at the Janu¬ 
ary meeting of the Convair 
FW Management Club. S. H. 
Stevens was elected record¬ 
ing secretary. 

Election for 1950 officers was 
held in December, but runoffs 
were necessary on three posts be¬ 
cause no candidate received a 
clear majority of votes. 

McDougal is general supervisor 
of Tool Planning and Design 
(24-1), Routledge is a foreman 
in Conversion (63), and Stevens 
is a supervisor of Tool Control 
(22-4). 

J. R. Locke, a national direc- 
r of the National Association 
of Foremen, installed all the 
1950 officers. In addition to 
those named above, Sam E. Keith 
Jr., was re-elected president; 
B. C. Simmons, re-elected treas¬ 
urer; H. L. Wendorf, correspond¬ 
ing secretary, and M. E. Car¬ 
away, Dan Clemson, Robert 
Knowles, D. B. Kelty, A. L. 
Combs, all board of control mem¬ 
bers. 

Principal speaker at the dinner 
meeting in Convair cafeteria was 
Thurman Sensing, director of 
research for the Southern States 
Industrial Council, who presented 
an analysis of socialistic pro¬ 
grams in England during the 
past five years. 


Department Clerk 
Overdue on Flight 

Peggy Ernestine Holmes, 29- 
year-old Convair FW department 
clerk (24-1), at press time was 
reported aboard an airplane long 
overdue in Ft. Worth from 
Shreveport, La. Mrs. Holmes and 
three other Ft. Worth persons 
left in a four-passenger plane 
from Shreveport, Jan. 24. A sis¬ 
ter, Billie B. Goodrich, works in 
Dept. 6-6. 


FORT WORTH EDITION 


Phone your news 
to CONVAIRIETY FW 
editorial office, Ext. 5269 
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Awards 


Service Pins 


FT. WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $636.12 for the 
weeks ending Dec. 28, Jan. 5, and Jan. 
20 : 

Dept. 4, Material: M. N. Locke; Dept. 
11, Contract: G. M. Stepp; Dept. 24, 
Tooling: G. E. Pringle, R. S. Mayes, 
J. E. Klovstad, R. L. Dodson, J. C. 
Cassaway ; Dept. 22, Production Control: 
W. T. Root. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: B. J. Phillips, 
H. L. Gilbert.. B. T. Havins; Dept. 31, 
Metal Forming: J. W. Reeves ; Dept. 44, 
Nose and Tail: J. N. Reese Jr. ; Dept. 
47, Outer Wing and Engine: E. D. Shel¬ 
ton, W. H. McBee; Dept. 61, Field Op¬ 
erations: L. L. Stephens. J. R. Pickle. 
SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $317.80 for the 
weeks ending Jan. 12 and Jan. 19: 

Dept. 22, Production Control: J. B. 
Sommers; Dept. 24, Planning & Tool¬ 
ing: M. M. Reynolds; Dept. 25, Mainte¬ 
nance: H. F. Bandy; Dept. 27, Inspec¬ 
tion & Flight: B. A. Buffat, C. V. 
Spear; Dept. 31, Experimental: E. T. 
Guy (two awards), H. D. Musick. 

Dept. 102, Sub-Assy. & Processing: J. 
T. Bednarz, N. J. Cardwell, R. Welk; 
Dept. 103, Heat Treat: A. Stieringer; 
Dept. 235, Fuselage Primary: C. M. 
Gradall (two awards), G. Tahan, C. A. 
Harrington, J. H. Rhoades; Dept. 340, 
Interior Trim: D. J. La Borde ; Dept. 
360, B-36 Outer Panel: J. L. Busby, 
P. L. Sobeck. 

Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

Following promoted to or within super¬ 
vision and professional and administra¬ 
tive : 

Dept. 6, Engineering: R. W. Flados 
to aerodynamist B ; C. F. Crabtree Jr. 
to engineering designer B ; G. E. Herring 
to stress analyst B. 

Dept. 7, Works: W. H. Govett to 
superintendent. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: H. G. Gelhau- 
sen to assistant supervisor timekeeping. 

Dept. 12, Flight: L. H. Baker Jr. to 
flight test analyst A. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: P. A. Foster to 
assistant supervisor; W. L. Morgan to 
assistant supervisor; J. H. Dill to as¬ 
sistant supervisor; C. W. White to as¬ 
sistant supervisor; C. M. Jones to as¬ 
sistant supervisor; S. A. Haney Jr. to 
assistant supervisor; W. K. Fairless to 
supervisor; C. O. Tomerlin to super¬ 
visor. 

Dept 46, Mating and Wing Comp.: L. 
A. Purkey to assistant foreman ; W. C. 
Warren to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 61, Field Operations: M. P. 
Inman to foreman. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promoted to or within supervision and 
professional and administrative effective 
Jan. 16: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: L. S. Baker to 
engineering designer B, F. A. Csupak 
to engineering liaison man A, J. W. 
McClain to engineering liaison man A, 
E. A. Zivolich to engineering liaison 
man A. 

Personals 

SAN DIEGO 

We deeply appreciate the many expres¬ 
sions of symnnthy over the recent loss 
of our son, Bobby, 3. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Brown (Dept. 250) 


James Patten Dies 

James George Patton, 57, Con- 
vair PW, Dept. 81 foreman, died 
Jan. 21 at his home. 

Patton had 15 years’ service 
with Convair, working at both 
the Buffalo and SD Divisions as 
well as FW. Funeral services 
and burial were in SD. He is 
survived by his wife, one son and 
one grandson. 


SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period Jan. 17 through Jan. 
23: 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 212, H. F. 
McEwan. 

Ten-year pins: Dgpt. 3, A. T. See- 
mann ; Dept. 6, L. V. Clements, Joseph 
Dennis Jr., G. C. King, H. F. Von 
Goodat; Dept. 24, R. J. Connell, R. P. 
Pcnfield; Dept. 27, L. P. Birse, W. M. 
Scott ; Dept. 31, W. E. Hays, R. L. 
Helker, C. S. Strand. 

Dept. 102, J. R. Morgan ; Dept. 115, 
J. W. Schwarz ; Dept. 210, J. C. Grant; 
Dept. 212, J. P. Lessing; Dept. 300, 
R. R. Collins ; Dept. 340, J. D. Hayman, 
J. C. Risner; Dept. 365, J. J. Medina ; 
Dept. 375, Z A. Ridgeway; Dept. 401, 
J. R. Horner; Dept. 403, D. E. Grimes. 

Five-year pins. Dept. 9, Ellen B. 
Lemons ; Dept. 11, Margaret R. McNeel'y ; 
Dept. 22, A. E. Van Horn, L. G. Rosen¬ 
berg, Ouida F. Tittle ; Dept. 25, A. L. 
Gardner; Dept. 31, Ralph Yturralde; 
Dept. 401. G. S. Rothrock Jr. ; Dept. 
403, A. C. Pelik; Dept. 406, Alexander 
Lorentson. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

Dorothy West, Dept. 6, wants ride to 
and from 3901 Race, 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. Home phone, 8 3419, or Ext. 2144. 

Dorothy Coburn, Dept. 6-5, desires 
ride to and from 4403 Fain, 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:15 p.m. Home phone, 8-6819, or 
Ext. 5138. 

Ara Schuster, Dept. 9-2, wants ride to 
end from 4725 Stanley, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 4134 or home phone 
9-6085. 

L. Schreiber, Dept. 6-1, wants ride to 
and from 2239 West Magnolia, 7:15 a.m. 
to 4;15 p.m. Ext. 2247 or home phone 
4-9695. 

Ellen Sankary, Dept. 20, desires ride 
to and from 2205 Park Place 7 a.m. to 
3:45 p.m. Ext. 3130. 

Ida Fleetwood, Dept. 73. wants ride 
to and from 3001 Ave. K, 7 a.m. to 
3:45 n.m. Ext. 2226 or home phone 

LO-6856. 

SAN DIEGO 

F. F. De Rousse, Dept. 101. can ac¬ 
commodate two riders from El Cajon 

area, first shift, 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Fie may be contacted at C-13, Building 
1. 

Vivienne Hinton, Dept. 9, would like 
three or four riders from vicinity Garnet 
and Ingraham, Pacific Beach, first shift, 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Ext. 375 or home 
phone, Humboldt 8-7785. 

R. A. Frey (Dept. 4-2) can t°ke un 
to three riders Horn around 46th and 
El Cajon, first shif*-, 7 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m. Call Talbot 6349 or ext. 1096. 

Births 

SAN DIEGO 

CROSSMAN—Daughter, Sherel Lynn. 

7 lbs. 3 oz., born Dec. 23 to Mr. and 
Mvs. R. T. Crossman, Dept. 101. 

LUICK—Daughter, Dorothy Jean. 7 
lbs. 3 oz., born Jan. 18 to Mr. and Mrs. 

E. L. Luick. Dept. 225. 

McAFEE—Daughter, Cheryl Elaine, 6 

lbs. 11% oz.. born J^n. 7 to Mr. and 
Mrs. F. H. McAfee, Dept. 240. 

ROCKFJY—Daughter. Judith Mari' 1 . 6 
lbs. 13 oz., born Jan. 7 to Mr. and Mrs. 

F. E Rockey, Dept. 101. 

YTURRALDE—Son, Allen Edmond, 6 

lbs. 11 oz., born Jan. 14 to Mr. and 
Mrs. E. E. Yturralde, Dept. 225. 

FT. WORTH 

HATFIELD—Son, Ronald Lee, 7 lbs. 

8 oz., born Jan. 2 to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. P. Hatfield, Dept. 22-8. 

ROBERTS—Son, Bobby, 7 lbs. 1 oz., 
born Jan. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. B. C. 
Roberts, Dept. 44. 

Deaths 

FT. WORTH 

KINCAID—J. C., Dept. 22-4, died Jan. 
20. Survivors: wife and stepson. 

PATTON—James George, Dept. 81, 
died Jan. 21. Survivors: wife, one son 
and one grandson. 



TAPPER AND A TRIO—Varied entertainment marked FW's Test 
Lab Clam Bake Jan. 13 at Meadowbrook Country Club. Left: 
Jeanette La Bounty, 12 , daughter of A. L. La Bounty of Dept. 6-7, 
entertained with tap dance and tumbling act while (right) J. T. 
Cosby and La Bounty tried out their lung power with Jim Robinson 
as accompanist. 



Appearing below are Convair 
men who recently received 10 - 
year service pins. 



R. P. Pen field 
(Dept. 24-1 SD) is 
married, has two 
children, Jerre 
Louise, 12, Linda 
Sue, 8, lives in 
Pacific Beach. Pre¬ 
fers gardening and 
picnicking for recre¬ 
ation. 



C. B. King Jr. 
(Dept. 6 SD) start¬ 
ed at SD, spent 
year in Elizabeth 
City division. Lives 
with wife, three 
children. Toni, 11, 
Pat, 9, Chester, 4%, 
at 3529 Browning. 



J. D. Hayman 
(Dept. 340 SD) is 
assistant bowling 
commissioner for 
CRA at SD, is mar¬ 
ried. has son, Paul, 
8. Raises avocados 
in Spring Valley. 



J. R. Horner 
(Dept. 401 SD) is 
married, has son, 
Eddie, 7. Is prepar¬ 
ing to build new 
home in Fletcher 
Hills. I-Iobby is pho¬ 
tography. 



F. J. Eppich Jr. 
(Dept. 115 SD) is 
asst, foreman in 
Machine Shop. 
Started at SD, is 
married and lives 
at 3105 M a r 1 b o- 
rough, collects books 
as hobby. 



J. W. Schwarz 
(Dept. 115 SD) 
hails from St. Louis 
where he was in 
organized baseball, 
now enjoys golf and 
chess. Is married 
and lives at 813 
Diamond, Pacific 
Beach. 



J. P. Lessing 
(Dept. 212 SD) 
came to California 
from Ohio in 1936. 
Spent brief period 
in Tucson division 
during war. Bowls 
and enjoys most 
sports as spectator. 



R. R. Collins 
(D |e|p 11. 300 SD) 

started at SD. Is 
married, has daugh¬ 
ter, Sharon, 5, lives 
at 4258 Chamoune 
Ave. When not 
hunting and fishing 
is busy hand-load¬ 
ing his own ammu¬ 
nition. 



A. T. S e e m a n 
(Dept. 3-1 SD) is 
employees’ sugges¬ 
tion supervisor. Has 
two sons, Joseph, 6, 
Roger, 5 months. 
Lives at 4518 37th 
St. Likes all sports. 



D.L. Balch (Dept. 
102 SD) lives at 
7 4 5 5 Wellington, 
Linda Vista, has 
three children, Pat¬ 
ricia Ann, 7, Don¬ 
ald Edwin, 4, Jan¬ 
ice Marie, 3. Flies 
for recreation. 



J. C. Grant (Dept. 
210 SD) started at 
SD. Is unmarried 
and lives in La 
Mesa. Likes to hunt 
and fish. 



J. J. Medina 
(Dept. 365 SD) has 
been in SD all the 
time, with exception 
of 2% years spent 
in Army. Is single, 
lives at 524 21st St. 
Likes chess. 



H. F. Dunholter 
(Dept. 6 SD) likes 
horseback riding 
and tennis. S+artcd 
at Vultee Field, is 
unmarried, lives at 
3620 Park Blvd. 



D. E. Grimes 
(Dept. 403 SD) lives 
at 3103 N. Ever- 
green. Has two 
sons, David, 6, Dan¬ 
ny, 2. Spare time 
spent in landscap¬ 
ing and gardening. 


Galtu. Gammenti . . . 

(This new feature will appear in CONVAIRIETY from time 
to time, bringing to Convair people a message from their 
president.) 




QUALITY IS THE ANSWER 

Most of us are in the aircraft business because 
we want to be in it. We like it. We have faith in it. 
We believe the airplane is here to stay. 

We want to have a part in building' and flving 
intricate machines that will go higher, faster, farther, 
and carry more payload more dependably and eco¬ 
nomically than those built by anybody else. 

That's the way it should be. It's the American 
system of free competition, and may the best aircraft 
win. 

But—let's face it—there's one big objection to 
being in the aircraft industry. It's the constant feel¬ 
ing of insecurity. We watch our backlog of orders 
nervously and we all heave a sigh of relief when a 
nice fat contract is added to it. 

Well, there is only one logical way to minimize 
that objection. We can continue to produce the finest 
aircraft on the market. 

Like the man who builds a better mousetrap, if 
we build the best airplanes the world will beat a path 
to our door. We can all contribute something to that 
goal from designers right on through the company 
to the man who hands the pen and contract to the 
customer. It's simple but it isn't easy. The answer 
to our insecurity problem is QUALITY. 

Our Public Relations department has developed a 
slogan which is being given some test flights in 
advertising. It won't mean a thing unless each of 
us helps to make sure that when customers start 
looking for the finest in aircraft,they decide that.... 
“In The Air It’s Convair.” 

LaMotte T. Cohu, 
President. 


PINS PRESENTED—R. C. Loomis, SD manager of Inspection and 
Flight, left, watches as W. M. Scott, L. P. Birse and G. W. Just 
receive ten-year pins from G. A. Covington, right, chief of Inspec¬ 
tion. Scott lives in Ocean Beach and is enthusiastic square dancer. 
He has two daughters, Vicki Ann, 10 , and Claudia Jean, 4. Birse 
lives in Pacific Beach, has son Patrick, 3, and daughter Margaret, 
21 months. Just lives on ranch east of El Cajon and raises chin¬ 
chillas on the side. He has son, Billie Dean, a student at State 
1 College. 


TEN-YEAR MEN—C. R. Irvine, left, assistant chief engineer at 
SD, congratulates 10-year men L. V. Clements, Joseph Dennis, Jr., 
G. C. King and D. D. Strange. Clements started at Vultee Field, 
is married, has three children, Gary, 9, Merle, 7, and Joan, 5. 
Dennis, who has spent his decade at SD division, has one son, 
Joe Wayne, 2 , /2* He is amateur photographer and races model 
cars and planes. King, former Vultee Field man, lives in Loma 
Portal, likes to fish, has children, David, 9, Allan, 8 , and Nancy, 6 . 
Strange joined Convair at SD, is coin collector (antique coin, that 
is!) and has two sons, Delbert, 6 |/ 2 , Kenneth, 4^. 
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Test Pilots' Careers Recall Convair 


Prototypes of the Past 



COMPARING MEMORIES—Recollections of such planes as these were com¬ 
mon recently when three Convair pilots compared notes on ships they have test 


flown. Left above is XP4YI, prototype high speed flying boat known as model 31. 
Center: PBY5A, Catalina amphibian. Right: Early B-24 model. 



MORE OLDTIMERS—At left is LB-30, originally built for British and French. 
Center: B-32 heavy bomber. Right: One of several single-tail versions of B-24 


which Convair built. Note the extended nose section as compared to B-24 
above. 



MORE RECENT MODELS—Left: the XF-81, fast convoy fighter plane, a 
turbo-prop model. Center: the XB-46, one of most graceful planes Convair ever 


built, a four-jet engine bomber. Right: the model NO, prototype two-engine 
transport, forerunner of the Convair-Liner. 


Veteran Airmen Hold 
Reunion at Ft. Worth 

It’s reunion at Convair FW for three Convair test pilots 
who together haye performed development flight testing 
on 34 different models of Convair-built aircraft. 


Though their experience in¬ 
cludes flights in everything from 
small single-engine liaison planes 
to four-jet bombers and in every¬ 
thing from the slov/est planes to 
the fastest, all three are now 
pooling their efforts on the ex¬ 
tensive flight program of the ten- 
engine B-36. 

The pilots are B. A. Erick¬ 
son, manager of Flight, and 
two of his associates who 
transferred to FW recently 
from SD; W. J. Martin and 
P. M. Prophett. 

All three pilots previously had 
served together at Convair divi¬ 
sions at Allentown, Pa.; Tucson, 
Ariz., and San Diego. All three 
are rated as pilots for the small¬ 
est to the largest flying boats, 
and the smallest to the largest 
landplanes. And, although all 
three are comparatively young, 
together they have chalked up 
a total of more than 22 years’ 
experience in the air for Convair. 

Erickson came to Convair from 
American Airlines in 1941. Earlier 
industry experience was gained 
with Douglas Aircraft Co. at El 
Segundo, and he is one of the few 
pilots in the country to check out 


on what was the world’s largest 
land-based airplane before the 
Convair B-36: the Douglas-built 
B-19 which since has been dis¬ 
mantled. 

Among other things, during the 
war Erickson flew the first 
FW-built C-87 four-engine trans¬ 
port plane from the United States 
to Australia and back as a pilot 
for Consairway, the trans-Pa- 
cific airline operated by Convair 
for the armed services. In all, 
he made 16 trans-Pacific round 
trips. He served as pilot with 
G. S. Green, now chief of service 
engineering, on the first test 
flight of the XB-36, and also was 
one of the pilots at SD on the 
first test flight of the XC-99. 
At FW, he flew the XC-99 when 
it made its world record-breaking 
flight carrying a 100,000-pound 
payload. 

Martin has the distinction of 
being one of the first test 
pilots on the XF-92A, the delta¬ 
wing trans-sonic experimental 
jet job, while Prophett pio¬ 
neered in flying for the de¬ 
velopment of jet-assisted take¬ 
offs in flying boats. 


Martin came to Convair in 1943 
after three years’ experience in 
various aviation capacities, one 
of which was as a flight instruc¬ 
tor at Phoenix. 

Prophett joined Convair in 
1942 after serving three years as 
a flight instructor at San Diego. 

Development flying such as the 
trio is now doing on B-36s is for 
the purpose of demonstrating a 
plane’s ability to perform the 
functions for which it was de¬ 
signed. Convair planes on which 
Erickson, Prophett and Martin 
have done development flight 
testing include the following: 

TBY2, shipboard torpedo bomber; 
XP4Y1, prototype two-engine high speed 
flying boat; XPB2Y3, prototype four- 
engine “Coronado” flying boat; PBY, 
t w o-e n g i n e “Catalina” flying boat; 
PBY5A, two-engine “Catalina” amphib¬ 
ian ; XPB4Y2, prototype four-engine pa¬ 
trol bomber. 

XPB2Y4, prototype four-engine flying 
boat; RY3, four-engine transport; 
XB24A, protoype four - engine bomber; 
XB24B, prototype four - engine bomber; 
B24D, four-engine “Liberator” bomber 
(early version) ; B24J, four-engine “Lib¬ 
erator” bomber (late version) ; XB24K, 
prototype (single tail) “Liberator” 
bomber; LB30, four-engine bomber; 
XB32, prototype four-engine heavy bom¬ 
ber ; B32, four-engine heavy bomber; 
XB36, protoype six-engine heavy bomber; 
B36A, six-engine heavy bomber (early 
version) ; B36B, six-engine heavy bomber 
(late version) ; B36D, prototype ten-engine 
heavy bomber; XF-81, four-engine con¬ 
voy fighter ; XB46, four-jet engine 
bomber; XF92A, protoype delta wing 
fighter; C87, four-engine transport; XC- 
99, six-engine transport; XL13, liaison 
and air rescue; Model 39, four-engine 
“Liberator Liner” transport; Model 105, 
single engine “Skycoaeh” executive trans¬ 
port. 

Model 108, single engine “Voyager” 
sportplane; Model 110, prototype two- 
engine transport; Model 240, Convair 
Liner transport; Model Spratt, control¬ 
lable wing airplane; Gwinn Aircar, sin¬ 
gle-engine pusher sportplane. 



REUNITED—The three Convair pilots pictured above pose at 
FW in front of the latest addition of Convair-made planes flown 
by the three. So far that list totals some 34 models. They are cur¬ 
rently working on the B-36 program. Left to right, they are B. A. 
Erickson, manager of flight, P. M. Prophett, and W. J. Martin. 


'Radio Controlled Models' Subject of Talk 


The first 1950 meeting of the 
Texas chapter of the Institute 
of Aeronautical Sciences will be 
held at 8 p.m., Feb. 3 in the 
American Legion Hall, Grand 
Prairie, Tex. Over 100 Convair 
FW engineers are members of 
the organization. 

Principal speaker will be 
Ernest Stout, in charge of hydro- 
dynamic research at the Convair 


SD Division. Stout will speak on 
‘Testing of Dynamically Similar 
Radio Controlled Models.” 

The meeting will be open to 
all Convair engineers, whether 
members of the organization or 
not, according to Jim Nolan, pub¬ 
licity chairman at FW. Chair¬ 
man of the Texas chapter is Russ 
McCrea, Dept. 6-1, and Bill Dietz, 
Dept. 6-4, is treasurer. 
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SERVICE COMPLETED—Members of Workmen's Safety Committee at Convair 
SD were honored recently upon completion of six-month terms of service. Upper 
left, Supt. John Doig, hands certificate to J. A. Gliebe who was chairman for group 


from buildings 2, 3, 4 and 7. Lower left, T. F. McAleer III, chairman, meets for 
last time with building I group. At right, Al Parsons, chairman, hands certificate 
to Edith Saunders (Dept. 31), group secretary, as other building 5 members look on. 


Heart Trouble 


Letter to Editor 


Eight Casualties Listed as Cupid 
Bombs Corner of Plant at FW 


If Convair FW illustrators in 
Service Engineering (6-5), em¬ 
bellish their drawings with 
hearts and flowers these days, 
it’s only because cupid has moved 
in on the section like a blue 
“Texas norther.” 

A pre-valentine epidemic of 
romance has four illustrators 
(6-5), three other members of 
(6-5), and a (6-1) “bachelor,” 
humming the “wedding march.” 

Leading the procession to the 
altar was W. R. Prasifka (6-5), 
when he married Helen Delores 
Villars of Dallas, Dec. 31. The 
couple wed in a formal ceremony 
at St. Edward’s Catholic Church 
in Dallas. After a trip to Wich¬ 
ita Falls, they are now at home 
at 711 N. Clinton in Dallas. 

First 1950 bride in (6-5) was 
Emily Dannelly, who married 
Raymond Slocum Jan. 20 in a 
formal wedding at the Hemphill 
Presbyterian Church. Another 
engineer (her father, Perry Dan¬ 
nelly of 6-4) got into the act 
when he gave the bride away. 
The Slocums are at home at 1105 
W. Richmond. 

Two more said their vows Jan 
21. W. T. MacCarthy (6-1), mar¬ 
ried Beth Berry of Dallas at the 
Crockett Country Club, Crockett, 
Tex. Faithful to cupid, he’ll cele¬ 
brate his sixth year with Convair 
on Valentine’s Day. 

Jan. 21 was also the wedding 
day of Charles Launius (6-5), 
and Lida Day Cline. They were 
married at the First Methodist 
Church in Ft. Worth and are 
making their new home at 2132 
Park Place. Ushering was Don 
Forward, also of (6-5). 

Keeping up the precedent, Jack 
Boynton (6-5), and Ann Williams 
of De Leon, Tex., were married 
in De Leon, Jan. 28, at the First 


Methodist Church. Dick Harris 
(6-5) ushered at the wedding. 
The Boyntons are living at 3024 
McCart in Ft. Worth. 

The epidemic will continue 
through the spring, as three more 
weddings have been chalked up 
thus far on the (6-5) calendar. 
Billie J. Harris (6-5), will ex¬ 
change wedding vows with Ray 
E. Faudry in a formal ceremony, 
March 4, at the Travis Ave. Bap¬ 
tist Church. 

On March 18, Margie Wise 
(6-5), will wed Thomas Phillips 
in a formal ceremony at the home 
of her parents, 4624 El Campo. 
They will live in Dallas on their 
return from a trip to New Or¬ 
leans. 

Janie Meek (6-5), has set April 
or May for her spring wedding 
to George Edmondson of Mid¬ 
lothian, Tex. They will be mar¬ 
ried at the College Ave. Baptist 
Church, and will live in Ft. 
Worth. 


Atom Talk Slated 
At Reserve Meeting 

A meeting of Volunteer Naval 
Aviation Reserve Unit 11-5 
(Guided Missiles) will be held 
Feb. 8 at the Naval Reserve 
Training Center and will be open 
to the public. Speaker will be 
Dr. Louis E. Smith Jr., associate 
professor of physics at San 
Diego State College, who will 
talk on elementary nuclear phy¬ 
sics. The program, which starts 
at 7:30 p.m., will include a movie 
on the Bikini bomb drops and 
another on atomic energy. The 
meeting is in the training center 
administration building, across 
Harbor Drive from the entrance 
to Admiral Kidd officers club. 


Dear Editor: 

Attached is a photo copy of a 
cartoon that appeared in our 
war-time newspaper at Convair 
FW, The Eagle. The artist no 
longer is with the company, but 
the idea seems to me to be worth 



re-running, particularly now that 
we have a good many SD people 
recently transferred to FW. 


FRED CARLILE 


Photography Supervisor FW 

Although the idea has appear¬ 
ed in a number of different 
forms through the years, it is 
still good for a laugh. In fact, 
it gave rise to this more current 
version. 




IT'S CONTAGIOUS—Cupid is working overtime at FW. In photo at right, a wedding epidemic 
in Service Engineering section (6-5) claimed, left to right, Billie J. Harris (planning March wedding), 
Charles Launius (married Jan. 21), Margie Wise, a March bride-to-be, Jack Boynton, a January 
groom, Emily Dannelly (wed Jan. 20), and W. T. MacCarthy (married Jan. 21). McCarthy is 6-1. In 
photo at left are Janie Meek (who will wed in spring,), and W. R. Prasifka, who married Dec. 31. 
Both at 6-5. 
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CERTIFICATE—This is reproduction of one of 80 certificates 
issued last month to retiring members of SD Safety Committee 
after they successfully completed six-month term. 


SD Honors Eighty as 
Safety Terms End 

New Workmen’s Safety Committee members for Con¬ 
vair SD will be appointed this month to take the place of 
those who during' January completed their six months in 


office. 

Certificates of service were 
presented last month to 80—in¬ 
cluding several girls—in recog¬ 
nition of successful completion 
of their terms in office. 

Largest group was headed by 
Chairman J. A. Gliebe and made 
up of representatives from build¬ 
ings 2, 3, 4 and 7. Another group 
was headed by T. F. McAleer, 
III of building 1, and another 
by Al Parsons of building 5. 

Committee members, appointed 
by supervision, assist in general 
safety matters in their areas. 
Each has cognizance over ap¬ 
proximately 75 individuals. Their 
duties involve a constant watch 
for safety hazards and frequent 
consultation with supervision on 
any matters that may improve 
the safe conditions in their areas. 
Problems and remedies are 
brought each month before a 
meeting of the whole group, held 
in the Education building. 

“Committee membership is a 
position of real responsibility 
and trust,” K. F. Leaman, as¬ 
sistant division manager, re¬ 
marked after endorsing service 
certificates for each retiring 
members. “The Safety man is 
expected to act as an aide to 
his foreman, bringing all valid 
unsafe conditions to his atten¬ 
tion. Also, he is expected to 
offer an example of safe con¬ 
duct for the benefit of those 
around him.” 

Leaman commended the retir¬ 
ing committee members for their 
conscientious attendance and ful¬ 
fillment of trust. 

Those who served successfully as mem¬ 
bers of the Workman’s Safety Committee 
in building 1 were: D. J. Colesanto, L. 
E. Farley, L. Flores, J. T. Frichtel, E. 
Grimus, K. P. Krueger, F. Leonard, E. 
Monahan, R. J. Came, E. D. Franke, F. 
Mische, C. W. Osborn. S. Penzuil, W. 
K. Richeson. H. W. Riley, G. P. Story, 
C. P. Thomas, E. Stanek, W. J. Galpin, 
W. A. Phipps. 

Buildings 2, 3, 4 and 7 were repre¬ 


sented by: R. D. Bauld, D. Willingham, 

E. L. Luick, T. G. Eckles, R. F. Friar, 
C. DeBaca, C. R. Phillips, K. W. Spence, 
I. D. Howarter, W. M. Eddings, O. A. 
Correll, G. W Cooper, C. W. Dale, L. F. 
Washburn, D. Bailey, D. S. Arnott, F. 
S. Webster, M. F. Arrington, W.|I. Ogle- 
tree, B. R. Patterson, A. J. Pemmier, 
C. Andreason, A. R. Chample, L. S. 
Waller, F. H. O’Dell, M. E. Bryans, I. 

G. Cohn, A. J. Nicholas, D. D. Clough, 

F. Wade, M. L. Ray, E. S. Johnson, J. 
C. Risner, H. G. Bridges, S. Serrano, 

H. L. Shulis, F. A, Lucio, S. R. Stager, 
R. A. Gleason, J. K. Harkins, E. L. 
Colliver, P. E Thomas, F. Preisler, H. 
Cole, J. Frownfelter. 

Committeemen in building 5 were: H. 
Beltran, O. W. Brotherton, F. Gomez Jr., 
E. T. Guy, J. C. Hooper, L. M. Mc- 
Guinley, F. A. Lucio, B. A. Richardson, 
L. I. Medlock, L. C. Murphy, G. G. 
Nunez, L. Rainer, L. B. Reeder, L. E. 
Starkey. 



NEW RECORD—When safety 
shoes size 14 B (largest ever or¬ 
dered at SD) arrived recently for 
Paul A. Campbell Jr. (Dept. 401), 
a bystander who wears a 9 , /2 AA 
was able to get inside them, 
shoes and all! Campbell, who is 
6 feet 3, kept worrying while 
waiting for arrival of new safety 
shoes that something would hap¬ 
pen to him. It did. A pipe frac¬ 
tured a toe. "I knew I should 
have stood in bed," he com¬ 
plained. (Safety shoes come in 
variety of sizes, AA to EEE and 
5s to 14s, though not all are kept 
in stock at SD.) 
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YESTERDAY'S GUNS—W. I. Miller of Convair SD poses beside 
his collection of old firearms. On rug, are weapons showing trans¬ 
ition from cap and ball to cartridge. Remingtons are at left, Colts 
at right. Guns A and AA are roughly contemporary, as are B and 
BB, C and CC, D and DD A and AA were U. S. Army models 
prior to Civil War, known as dragoon (cavalry) weapons. B and BB 
are typical of weapons carried in Civil War. These are all cap and 
ball models. During Civil War military complained that guns took 
too long to reload and manufacturers developed the cartridge type. 
C and CC were first of this kind. They were adapted from ball 
and cap models used in Civil War. D and DD appeared on the 
market in 1873 and by this time transition from cap and ball to 
cartridge was complete. DD is famous Colt Peacemaker and D is 
Remington version. Many marksmen were slow to adopt the cart¬ 
ridge gun, however, even after cap and ball guns were outmoded. 
Wild Bill Hickok, in a duel long after Civil War, used a dragoon 
to kill his man. Early guns shown here were considered .44 caliber 
while cartridge models were considered .45. In photo Miller holds 
Navy's service revolver of Civil War days. 


Six-Shooters 

Weapons That Won the West Fill 
Cabinet in Home of SD Man 

Two-gun marksmen of the last century carried the 
extra weapon to increase the number of times they could 
fire, rather than to permit shooting with both hands. 


Authority for this is W. I. 
Miller of Wing Sub Assembly at 
SD, who besides owning a re¬ 
markably fine collection of fron¬ 
tier day weapons is well posted 
on frontier history. 

“In pre-Civil War days, 
weapons were all cap and ball 
types,” Miller explained. 
“Loading was a comparatively 
lengthy process, involving 
pouring black powder into each 
cylinder, ramming home a lead 
slug and fixing a percussion 
cap. Because of this time ele¬ 
ment, men started carrying two 
guns because this doubled the 
number of shots they could fire 
before they had to take cover 
and reload.” 

Miller, who lives at 6241 Mad¬ 
rid Drive in Rolando Village, has 
been interested in old weapons 
for some years and started his 
collection in 1940. He restricted 
himself to the period from pre- 
Civil War days to the winning 
of the west and has more than 
a score of military types in use 



in those years, enough to fill a 
cabinet in his home. 

All of the weapons in Miller’s 
collection have been fired and 
are quite accurate up to 50 yards. 
Some of the guns were purchased 
from professional dealers and 
others acquired from individuals 
who had kept them as curiosities. 
From repairing his own guns, 
Miller has become quite skillful 
in fashioning metal parts for the 
obsolete weapons. Other collec¬ 
tors frequently call upon him to 
produce parts for them from his 
home workshop. 


*Golden Eggs* Too! 

At San Francisco recently a 
father and small son watched a 
Western Airlines Convair stop at 
the ramp and drop the rear load¬ 
ing steps. Passengers disembark¬ 
ed in a stream. 

“Look, Daddy,” said the boy, 
“that airplane is ‘laying’ people!” 
—Stolen from TWA’s employee 
newspaper, the Skyliner. 



TIME TO RELOAD—There was more to shooting than pulling 
triggers back in Civil War days. Steps in loading ball and cap 
hand guns are illustrated with this Freeman six-shooter from col¬ 
lection of W. I. Miller of Convair SD. (This particular model, inci¬ 
dentally, is much sought after by collectors.) I. Filling chamber with 
black powder. 2. Pressing home lead slug. 3. Fixing percussion cap. 



INDESTRUCTIBLE?—L. A. Holtz of Convair SD puts new type 
rubber horseshoes through rigorous test in upper photo. Lower 
picture was made few seconds later as shoe returned to regular 
shape. New variety, though lighter, is much less liable to crack 
and break. Shoes are on sale at Employee Service SD. 

Air Force Hears Lecture On 
Convair Training Experience 


Convair 'Traveler' 
Briefs Customers 
On Their Planes 

Convair’s “Traveler” will be a 
year old soon. 

The publication, issued by 
Service at SD on the 1st and 
15th of each month deals with 
technical Convair-Liner lore. It 
has come a long way since its 
debut May 1, 1949. At that time 
Vol. 1, No. 1 came out bravely 
enough, but even J. J. Alkazin, 
chief of Service at SD, will admit 
that there were a few shaking 
knees behind the scenery and 
concern as to whether the publi¬ 
cation would succeed or flop. 

Fears vanished, however, as 
Convair-Liner owners greeted 
the magazine with open arms, all 
anxious to learn more about their 
airplanes and learn it faster than 
maintenance manual changes 
could tell them. 

“Speed in passing the word 
is the main objective of the 
Traveler,” Alkazin explains. 
“We want our customers to 
get the latest on Convair-Liner 
mechanical improvements and 
new techniques as rapidly as 
possible.” 

The Traveler is an eight-pager, 
SV 2 inches by 11, reproduced by 
offset printing. It started with 
a press run of 500. Within three 
weeks the demand doubled. Re¬ 
quests for back issues were so 
great that several re-runs were 
required, and demand for current 
issues continued to increase. 

The publication goes to all 240 
customers as well as potential 
customers in the U. S. and 
abroad, as well as Convair ven¬ 
dors and various departments of 
the military establishment. 

Preparation of material and 
makeup is handled by Mrs. Ger¬ 
trude Hunter, a technical writer 
who joined the company in June, 
1943, in communications for Con- 
sairways. She transferred to 
Service the following year and 
was among those active in start¬ 
ing the Traveler. 



BACK ISSUES—Past issues of 
the Traveler, Convair SD Service 
publication, are held by Ger¬ 
trude Hunter who prepares ma¬ 
terial. 


Convair was singled out last 
month to advise the Air Force’s 
War College on aircraft training 
lessons learned in World War II 
and what can be expected of the 
industry in case of an emergency. 

H. W. Rubottom, Convair SD 
Education supervisor, who during 
the war had an important role 
at Camp Consair which trained 
25,000 AF members in operating 
B-24s and B-32s, was flown to 
Maxwell Field, Ala., Jan. 15 to 
lecture. With him and also slated 
to speak before the Air War Col¬ 
lege was Dr. Milton Hahn, dean 
of the University of California 
Psychology School. 

Rubottom spoke for 50 minutes 
and was bombarded with ques¬ 
tions far another 50 minutes. His 
lecture was climaxed by a show¬ 
ing of the B-36 film, “Target: 
Peace.” 

“The audience totaled 137, 
none below the rank of a full 
colonel,” Rubottom recalled. 
“There were several generals 
in the group. The Navy was 
represented by several captains. 
Questions from the floor were 
searching and sometimes diffi¬ 
cult to answer. Many were 
aimed at learning Convair’s 


potential in training 111 event 
the necessity arose for large 
numbers of men experienced in 
servicing and flying our air¬ 
planes.” 

It developed during the trip 
that Rubottom is not one to be 
caught in mid-air without a para¬ 
chute. Informed only that an 
AF plane would pick him up at 
San Diego, Rubottom’s cautious 
nature asserted itself and he bor¬ 
rowed a parachute from Flight 
department to take along, just in 
case. 

“I thought maybe the AF 
might send a fighter plane and 
I didn’t want to argue with a 
pilot over parachute priorities,” 
Rubottom admitted. As it turn¬ 
ed out, the chute was excess bag¬ 
gage. He made the trip in a C-47. 


Engineer Now CPA 

Bluch W. Kahla, Convair FW, 
Dept. 8-1, has been awarded a 
Certified Public Accountant cer¬ 
tificate as a result of a CPA ex¬ 
amination last November. Kahla, 
a manufacturing engineer at 
Convair, is a 1949 graduate of 
the University of Texas. 


Convair Men in Alaska Wistfully Wish 
They Could Stop Eating and Save Money 


Eatin’ is a mighty expensive 
habit in Alaska, two Convair men 
stationed there with Air Force 
B-36s are finding out. 

A menu sent to Gus Green, 
chief of service engineering, tells 
a sad story. It was sent by Con¬ 
vair Service Representatives N. 
N. Lacy Jr. and A. V. Fant on 
duty at Ladd Field, Alaska, until 
March. 

Lacy and Fant go to the Sports 
Mecca, one of the few restau¬ 
rants in Fairbanks for breakfast. 

Suppose Lacy orders two 
eggs—not including toast, cof¬ 
fee or anything else. They cost 
him $1.50. If he wants bacon 
or ham with the eggs, the price 
is $2—and he still has to pay 
40 cents for toast and 10 cents 
for coffee. So for bacon, eggs, 
toast and coffee, the check runs 
to $2.50. The tip is a quarter, 
making a total of $2.75. 

Suppose, then, he has a light 
lunch, say a hamburger for 75 
cents, a malted milk for 60 cents 
and a banana split for $1.25. 
That soaks him $2.60 for lunch! 
With the tip, it’s $2.85. 


Comes dinner time. Lacy and 
Fant look over the menu. They’ve 
put in a hard day’s work on the 
ramp and in the B-36 at tempera¬ 
tures 40 degrees below zero. So 
they’re hungry. 

They order the cheapest dinner 
meat dish on the menu: ham¬ 
burger steak. That’s $1.90! 
They’ve got to have something 
with it, so they order the cheap¬ 
est salad on the menu: potato 
salad at 90 cents. Then a cup of 
coffee for a dime, and the cheap¬ 
est dessert on the menu: dish of 
ice cream for 40 cents. That 
makes the cheapest dinner on the 
menu cost them $3.30 each! A 
ten per cent tip is another 35 
cents, so the total is $3.65 each. 

So the total food bill on this 


particular day, in which they 
have ordered the cheapest prac¬ 
tical food on the menu, costs 
them a total of $9.25. 

But they can’t eat hamburger 
steak every day. There is room 
for a lot of variety on the menu 
1 —at a price. And what a price! 
Breaded veal cutlets are $2.25. 
Pork chops $2.25;. Sirloin steak 
only $4. A T-bone is $4.25. 

For their vitamins, they need 
a salad now and then. For let¬ 
tuce and tomato, $2! Combina¬ 
tion salad is worse: $2.75! 

Now and then, they can get by 
at lunch time on a bowl of chili. 
That’s only $1. 

“That’s the way it is,” says 
Lacy. “How I wish we could stop 


eating!” 
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Report From ... 

%a+tcjesilield 

(Contributed by CONVAIRIETY representatives at the 
Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory, Daingerfield, Tex.) 


OAL Over the Top 

Convair Daingerfield went well 
over the top in the March of 
Dimes drive, an accounting show¬ 
ed this week. From approximate¬ 
ly 260 at the OAL, contributions 
totaled $190.64. 

* * * 

The original Dr. I. Q. of radio 
fame was billed to appear in 
Daingerfield last night (Jan. 31) 
at the Morris Theater for two 
question and answer shows in 


in Dimes 

connection with the county March 
of Dimes campaign. 

The former radio star, who 
some years ago left the air and 
gave up his rights to the show, 
is the Rev. James McClain, now 
an active minister. Proceeds 
from the shows went to the 
March of Dimes. N. H. Moore, 
Industrial Relations supervisor at 
OAL, is county chairman of the 
drive. 


Versatility of a Mr. Belvedere is Routine 
In Maintenance and Machine Shop at OAL 


“You have to be a Mr. Belve¬ 
dere to work in Machine Shop 
and Maintenance groups at 
OAL,” a CONVAIRIETY field 
representative writes. (He means 
an expert in all known trades and 
a few unknown.) 

“There is no point in discuss¬ 
ing employment with F. S. (Cy) 
Perkins, superintendent, unless 



HEAD MEN —Left to right, 
M. G. English, F. S. Perkins and 
W. E. Hultsman of Machine Shop 
and Maintenance at OAL. 


you are that versatile, because 
members do everything from 
sweeping floors to driving bull¬ 
dozers, operating cranes, building 
models, constructing buildings. 
Probably even Mr. Belvedere of 
‘Sitting Pretty’ movie fame 
would be stumped by some of 
the tasks. 

“Perkins is assisted by M. G. 
(Doc) English in Maintenance 
and Waldo (Valdo) Hultsman in 
Machine Shop. Originally con¬ 
fided to a 20 by 40 foot space in 
the main office, the groups have 
grown to occupy more than 14,000 
square feet of floor space. 

“Often, due to the nature of 
their work, the two groups 
work together as a unit. Their 
tools vary as widely as their 
jobs. They are liable to use a 
Pratt and Whitney Profilor, a 
62-inch King Verticle mill, or 
precision grinders capable of 
producing parts accurate to a 
few millionths of an inch. 

“The groups total 74 members, 
including electricians, experimen¬ 
tal planners, carpenters, welders, 
sheet metal workers, maintenance 
mechanics, automotive mechanics, 
painters, tool crib attendants, 
truck drivers, general utility 
workers, janitors.” 



ALMOST ALL—When this photo of Machine Shop and Main¬ 
tenance at OAL was taken, Charlie Lane, a welder, was missing. 
"Some fella always misses the boat," the photographer complained. 



TEXAS TURKEY DRAWING—On Dec. 16, at OAL, Dainger¬ 
field, 10 turkeys peered through their cages as the annual Christmas 
drawing got underway. N. H. Moore, Industrial Relations super¬ 
visor, conducted the drawing and Katy Bob Fields of Analysis & 
Data Reduction drew the names from the "squirrel cage." Audie 
J. Stevens of Maintenance presented turkeys to winners. 

In the top photo, from left, are winners: C. D. Frix, Jodie Jones, 
R. T. Day, E. T. Hooton, P. J. Gresham, R. O. Davis, H. G. Bowles, 
and Joann Rust. The other two winners, W. H. Dillard and F. J. 
White, got away before the picture was taken. 


Currency, Lost In 
SD Lobby, Found 

Diogenes need go only so far 
as Inspection at San Diego and 
he can throw away his lantern, 
for he’ll find A. P. (Tony) Ma- 
nino, an honest man. 

Not long ago Manino found a 
roll of bills lying on the floor 
of building 1 lobby. He turned 
the money in to the Plant Pro¬ 
tection guard on duty there. “It 
isn’t chicken feed, either,” Frank 
Merritt, chief of Plant Protection, 
reported. “If the one who lost 
the money will come to me and 
identify the amount, I’ll turn the 
currency over to him.” 

Manino modestly protested that 
he is no more honest than anyone 
else. “There were too many 
watching me!” he explained. 


NEW RECREATION HEAD 
J. K. Field, Employee Service 
supervisor at Convair SD, is the 
new president of the Industrial 
Recreation Council of the city of 
San Diego. 



SMART OPERATORS—Because they gave some extra thought to the work at hand and devel¬ 
oped some new ideas, these men were on the list for Employee Suggestion Awards at SD recently. 
At right is George Tahan of Dept. 235 who pocketed a $43 award for designing this fixture used on 
stowage installation for navigator equipment on T-29's. Pencil shows where holes are lined up to 
insure accurate drilling. In photo at left C. A. Harrington and J. H. Rhodes of Dept. 235 show off 
simple holding board for tubing they designed. They received $142 award, $50 each paid now and 
balance in six months if review confirms savings. Board is made of scrap materials and permits as¬ 
sembling tubing in banks outside ships. This expedites installation. Main factor in award was simple 
and inexpensive construction of board. 



CHAMPION FORM—First four place winners in the Convair 
Recreation Association FW plant-wide horseshoe pitching tourna¬ 
ment line up for picture after final games Jan. 21. Left to right: 
J. L. Hukill, Dept. 43, fourth; N. C. Kelly, Dept. 30, third; W. Dane, 
Dept. 31, second, and O. P. Brown, Dept 9-5, first-place winner. 
Three hundred players participated. Winners took their choice of 
trophies or merchandise prizes. 


FW Ice Skaters Urged 
To Register for CRA 
Sponsored Classes 

Expert professional figure 
skaters can be obtained to super¬ 
vise and instruct CRA members 
and members of their families 
(children, too), if enough Con¬ 
vair FW folks are interested in 
organizing an ice skating activ¬ 
ity, according to C. J. Hall, Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association presi¬ 
dent. 

“If enough folks are interest¬ 
ed,” said Hall, “there’s no reason 
why we can’t have figure skating 
instruction for the children, for 
adults and for experienced, ad¬ 
vanced skaters.” 

Convair FD employees inter¬ 
ested in such an ice skating ac¬ 
tivity have been invited to list 
their names with the CRA office 
in the Employee Services section 
of Industrial Relations Depart¬ 
ment, Ext. 5141. 

At press time, 25 employees 
had listed themeslves and 33 
members of their families as 
being interested in the organi¬ 
zation. Others interested were 
invited to list their names imme¬ 
diately. 

Hall said that activities would 
include events for every member 
of the family—down to the tiniest 
tot able to stand upon his two 
feet. 


CORRECTION 

CONVAIRIETY mis-identified 
the leader of FW’s CRA chorus in 
a photograph which appeared in 
the Jan. 18 edition. Director is 
Roy B. Cantrell, not R. P. Kittle. 


SD Bowling 

Standings prior to Jan. 27 were: 
800 SCRATCH 


TEAM W. L. 

Mech. Maint.-. 49 19 

Welding . 49 19 

Experimental No. 1 . 43 29 

Sub-Assy. B-50 . 42 30 

Boeing Nose . 37 35 

Material .. -. 37 35 

Inspection ..... 33 39 

Engineering .. 32 40 

Tool Planning .. 20 52 

Experimental No. 2 ... 18 54 

825 SCRATCH 

TEAM W. L. 

Experimental ... 51 21 

Electric Bench ...— 50 22 

B-50 Nose ..... 39 33 

Machine Shop ...— 37 35 

Accounting . 37 35 

Handicapers .-.-. 29 43 

Sheet Metal . 27 45 

Wood Shop ... 18 54 

850 SCRATCH 

TEAM W. L. 

Tool Planning ..... 46 26 

Engineering ._. 43 29 

Pin Dusters .. 41 31 

Fuselage ..... 38 34 

Misfits .—....... 35 37 

Experimental ... 30 42 

Sheet Metal . 28 44 

Convair Liner ..... 27 45 

Following are standings as of Jan. 
24 in the Engineering Handicap Bowling 
league at Convair SD: 

TEAM W. L. 

Frightful Foursome .„. 45 23 

Knuckle Downs .... 44 24 

Misguided Missiles . 38 30 

Woodpeckers ... 38 30 

Aero Maniacs .„..r.. 36 32 

Bumble Bees .... 36 32 

Gutter Rats . 31 37 

Bowl Dubs ... 29 39 

Alley Dusters .. 22 46 

Slow Pokes .. 21 47 


Will Be Broadcast 

Broadcasts of games played by 
Convair FW’s major city bowling 
team, sponsored by CRA at FW, 
will be heard over KXOL during 
February and March, according 
to H. G. Starkey, bowling com¬ 
missioner. The Convair matches 
will be aired at 9:35 p.m. on 
Feb. 6, 13, 27 and March 13, 20 
and 27. 


City Championship 
FW Baseball Goal 

Jack Brittain, Convair FW 
CRA vice-president and baseball 
team manager, sent out a call 
this week for “good baseball play¬ 
ers” who are interested in play¬ 
ing on CRA-sponsored teams this 
season. 

“We want to get our players 
lined up early this year, and set 
our sights for the city champion¬ 
ship,” he said. 

First tryouts for team posi¬ 
tions have been set tentatively 
for March 1, says Brittain. How¬ 
ever, those who intend to par¬ 
ticipate in the sport are asked to 
contact Brittain at his home tele¬ 
phone, LO-6809. 


Engineers Replace 
Blood for Famine 

Eight Convair SD engineers 
recently visited the Community 
Blood Bank in San Diego to give 
a pint of blood each, replacing 
that used to save the life of Mrs. 
Joe Famine, wife of the XP5Y-1 
project engineer. 

Transfusions were required fol¬ 
lowing the birth of a baby girl, 
Deborah, 6 2 A pounds, by Caesar¬ 
ian section. Mother and child 
were home this week and report¬ 
ed recovering rapidly. Famine, 
who had given advance blood in 
August, was among the recent 
donors. Co-workers who joined 
him were: L. E. Morgan, H. E. 
Wright, A. C. McMaster, W. R. 
Lee, F. H. Sharp, S. W. Swenson, 
K. V. Lawson and H. F. Gerwig, 
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FIRST-HALF CHAMPS—Convair FW basketball players in Industrial League 
won first-half honors Jan. 17 in tilt with Carswell Air Force base team. Left: 
Al Chmiln : cki (at right) scraps with opposition player for ball. Behind is Coy 
Fulkerson of Convair. Center: team photo, left to right, back row: Ed Tucknies, 


Jim Donnelly, Ben Carroll, Al Close, R. B. Lee, Coy Perkins. Front row: Harold 
Thompson, Angelo D'Agostine, Coy Fulkerson, Al Chmilnicki and James Abies. 
Right photo: Perkins shoots for basket in game than Convair won, 51 to 35. 


FW Squad Downs Carswell to 
Take First Half Hoop Crown 


The CRA basketball squad at 
FW in the city’s Industrial 
League tucked away the first 
half championship, Jan. 17, in a 
high-scoring melee with the Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base five. 

A clear title to first half 


FW Bowling 


800 LEAGUE 

TEAM W. L. 

Canada Dry . 50 22 

Corbin Rent-A-Car . 47 25 

Superior Castings . 45 27 

C & G Service . 41 27 

Blackhawk Restaurant . 35 33 

Johnnie Johnson Tires . 29 43 

2222 Dinner Club . 19 53 

Keg Store . 18 54 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 
TEAM W. L. 

Machine Shop No. 2 . 56 16 

Alley Cats . 49 23 

Poinsettias . 46 26 

Peace Makers . 44 28 

Machine Shop No. 3 . 43 29 

Tooling Huskies .—. 40 32 

Machine Shop No. 1 . 37 35 

Misfires .—. 35 37 

“82” Hopefuls ... 33 39 

Alluminators . 33 39 

Cow Town Yankees . 30 42 

Bomberdears . 27 45 

Armament . 23 49 

Bomber Champs . 16 56 

650 LEAGUE 

TEAM W. L. 

Bomb Bay . 50 22 

Southern College of Commerce.... 50 22 

Industrial Engineers . 40 32 

Welders . 39 33 

F.I.T.U. 36 36 

Plant Engineers . 35 37 

Jugheads . 34 38 

Tool Designers . 32 40 

Yard Birds . 29 43 

Accounting .-.. 27 45 

735 LEAGUE 

TEAM W. L. 

Alley Bowl . 50 22 

Broiler Cafe . 40 32 

Dundee Clothes Inc. 40 32 

Lance Inc.-. 39 33 

San Mar Restaurant . 35 37 

Shuffleboard Casina . 35 37 

Louis Daiches Jeweler . 34 38 

Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil. 32 40 

Ben Moody Service Station . 29 43 

Shur Fit Ontical ... 26 46 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 
TEAM W. L. 

Trouble Shooters . 61 23 

Hard Heads .. 52 32 

Howeth Texaco . 51 33 

Saucer Tossers ... 49 35 

Hedge Hoppers .„. 44 40 

Abra Cadabras .-. 44 40 

Jug Hnads .-. 43 41 

Wing Dings . 42 42 

Snail Pacers ...— 41 43 

Drag Counts .-. 40 44 

Po Slokes ... 40 44 

Atomizers ... 38 46 

Trojans . 37 47 

Zions . 33 51 

The Clippers . 29 55 

49’ers . 28 56 


honors came after a 51 to 35 de¬ 
feat of the airmen, with Con- 
vair’s Ben Carroll hitting the 
basket for 29 points. Carroll is 
high-scoring man in the league, 
with a 23-point average per game 
this season. A bouquet is in or¬ 
der, too, for Harold Thompson, 
guard, for his tricky ball handl¬ 
ing to Carroll. 

The Convair squad began sec¬ 
ond half play with a 55 to 41 vic¬ 
tory over People’s Cafe, Jan. 24. 

Remaining games of the sec¬ 
ond half, all to be played in the 
J. P. Elder Junior High School 
gymnasium, include Feb. 7, Ft. 
Worth Boys’ Club, 8:15 p.m.; 
Feb. 14, Buddies Used Cars, 7 
p.m.; Feb. 21, Carswell Air Force 
Base, 8:15 p.m. 


Nine Keglers Vie 
With Leaders In 
FW Tournament 

Nine Convair FW bowlers are 
among the leaders in the Ft. 
Worth city bowling tournament 
after first week-end of play, 
Jan. 21-22. 

In the class “A” singles, Al 
Baskin, Dept. 24-1, bowled a 701 
to cop second place in the divi¬ 
sion. Bob Wombold, Air Force 
employee at Convair, placed sixth 
in class “A” all events, with a 
score of 1,841. 

Leading the “B” team division 
was the Jaco’s Lariat team, made 
up of Joe Portwood and Sam 
Elliston, Dept. 27, Joe Shuter, 

H. G. Starkey and Baskin, all 
Dept. 24, with a 2,633. Placing 
fourth in the “B” singles was 
Jim McGaha, Dept. 24-1, with a 
584 tally. 

Third place honors in “B” 
doubles went to Starkey and E. 
C. Walters, Dept. 24, with their 

I, 097. Shuter was leading the 
contenders for “B” all events 
with his high score of 1,660. 



PRIZE-WINNING DEER HUNTERS—L. R. Gant (FW Dept. 6-9) 
at right above, receives brand new 30.06 Winchester rifle from 
hunting commissioner R. D. Jones as first prize in the CRA-spon- 
sored deer hunting contest. Gant's kill weighed 130 pounds, field 
dressed. Second prize, given for deer with largest number of points, 
was won by O. D. Carter (45), at left above, with a 10-pointer. His 
prize was telescopic sight. Albert Brown (6-4) and D. S. Oglesby 
(30) also made 10-point kills. A drawing was held to determine 
the winner. 



SD Bowlers to Roll 
For Titles in April 


Convair’s plant bowling cham¬ 
pionship at SD will be decided 
April 15 and 16, CRA commis¬ 
sioner Mike Brooks announced 
this week. 

“Make your plans to enter 
now,” Brooks continued. “We will 
decide later where the event will 
be held. It is definite, however, 
that team events will be decided 
Saturday, April 15, while doubles 
and singles champions will be 
crowned Sunday, April 16.” 

This is the ninth annual SD 
championship. Defending his sin¬ 
gles and all events crowns will 
be Steve Mettler, who was SD’s 
outstanding kegler last year. 
Merle Sullens, who with Craig 
Lent won the doubles title in 
1949, will be on hand for the 
event this year, but with a new 


champions were still trying to 
determine who would capture 
the first half title at CON¬ 
VAIRIETY press time. Second 
shift teams, meanwhile, went into 
second half play after crowning 
their Tooling team first half 
champions. 

Leading in second shift play 
thus far in the second half was 
Machine Shop, with three wins 
and no losses. In a three-way tie 
with two losses and one win, were 
Inspection, Tooling and Metal 
Formers. 

After the original first shift 
play-off, Jan. 16, in which Tool¬ 
ing downed Sub Assembly, 50 to 
44, a discrepancy was found in 
the Tooling roster. A protest 
was filed by Sub Assembly and 
a meeting of team managers was 
called the following day, at which 
time it was agreed to forfeit the 
title game to Sub Assembly. The 
next day, however, a discrepancy 
was discovered in the Sub As¬ 
sembly roster, placing both teams 
in the same position. 

As CONVAIRIETY went to 
press, an agreement had been 
reached by team managers to 
play the deciding game over. It 
was scheduled for Jan. 30. 

Second half play went ahead, 
with Tooling leading with two 
wins and no losses. Several of 
the teams had yet to play their 
first game, however. 

Upcoming games include, Feb. 
2, Dept. 43 vs. Tooling, 7 p.m.; 
Final Assembly vs. Engineering, 


partner for Lent, meanwhile, has 
left the company. 

Brooks, Jim Hayman and Paul 
Aslin, members of the Misfits 
that won the scratch team trophy 
last year, will be competing this 
year, too, as will members of the 
Version Proofing team that won 
the handicap title in 1949. 

“The entry fee is $2 for each 
event,” Brooks explained. “This 
covers bowling and everything. 
CRA is supplying the trophies 
for the scratch events and medals 
for the handicap events.” 

The handicap series includes 
singles, doubles and team play, 
the same events open to scratch 
bowlers. 

“All Convair people and their 
immediate families are eligible,” 
Brooks declared. “That means 
sons and daughters and wives 
can compete, too.” 


8:15 p.m., William James Junior 
High School; Feb. 7, Machine 
Shop vs. Dept. 47, 7 p.m.; Final 
Assembly vs. Tooling, 8:15 p.m., 
Stripling Junior High School; 
Feb. 9, Aerodynamics vs. Engi¬ 
neering, 7 p.m.; Sub Assembly 
vs. Dept. 43, 8:15 p.m., William 
James Junior High School; Feb. 
14, Sub Assembly vs. Tooling, 
7 p.m.; Dept. 47 vs. Engineer¬ 
ing, 8:15 p.m., W. C. Stripling 
Junior High School. 


Tough Luck Dogs 
SD Hoop Teams 
In City Play 

Convair SD basketball teams 
were doing only “fair to mid¬ 
dling” this week in city leagues. 

Only tough luck and a dearth 
of breaks, however, has kept Con¬ 
vair in the Metropolitan League 
out of a commanding position. 
After winning their first game 
of the season, Convair dropped 
the second by a narrow margin 
and lost the next two by the 
scant margin of two points each. 
Last game was against the Navy 
team, VP-46, which racked up a 
27-29 victory. 

In the Industrial League, the 
Convair Eagles won three of 
their first four games and met 
the league leaders, First Na¬ 
tional Bank, the night of Jan. 26. 

Convair-Liners in the Muni¬ 
cipal League, a comparatively 
new group, up until last week¬ 
end had broken even, winning 
one and losing one. They drop¬ 
ped an encounter Jan. 23 to 
Crown Point Sundries, 29-23. 
Convair-Liners this week were 
strengthened by the addition of 
Bob Evan, six foot six veteran 
of former plant league play, who 
has returned to the company and 
also to basketball. He plays a 
strong game at center. 


Perfect *100 * Scored 
In Pistol Shooting 

For the second time in the his¬ 
tory of the Convair SD Pistol 
Club, a marksman scored a per¬ 
fect 100 during competition Jan. 
21. Tony Manino, CRA Commis¬ 
sioner, during .22 slow fire at 25 
yards, fired 10 shots one after 
another into the bull’s eye. 

“I was watching them through 
a ‘scope’ and so I knew what was 
happening. On the last shot I 
was as nervous as a cat,” Manino 
recalled. 

Although occasionally done in 
practice, making a “possible” is 
as unusual in competition as a 
hole-in-one in golf. Only other 
club member who has made a 
perfect score is O. C. Banke. 



FISHING HEAVEN—Henry A. Frank of Dept. 101 SD was 
showing this picture around recently with justifiable pride. It was 
taken at Acapulco, Mexico, while on vacation where Frank says 
living is comparatively inexpensive and sailfish are plentiful. 


Protests Force Second Playoff 
In Hotly Contested Hoop Play 

Convair FW’s in-again, out- 
again, first shift basketball 
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CRA Activities 

By C. J. Hall, CRA President for FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


Eleven more stamp collectors have expressed a desire to form 
a CRA Stamp Club at Convair FW. They are: J. M. Frost, Arthur 
McArthur Jr., Kenneth S. Burling, Elmer E. Sowers, L. J. Long, 
H. H. Pinkerton, W. M. Slifer, all Dept. 6-4; Sadie I. Peteet, 
Virginia Forbes, Dept. 3; Nancy Heidler, Dept. 11, and George E. 
Forbes, Dept. 27. All those interested in belonging to such an 
organization are asked to submit their names to the CRA office 
in the Employee Services Section, Ext. 5141. 

The FW plant-wide washer pitching tournament is scheduled 
to start Feb. 6, with deadline for department entries today, ac¬ 
cording to Budge Lee, commissioner. New department sub-commis¬ 
sioners appointed include: Dept. 4, Hugh Pennington; Det. 20, 
W. D. Elliott, and Dept. 25, Johnny Collins. 

BADMINTON—John Catos, commissioner, ext. 2103. Weekly sessions from 
7 to 10 p.m. each Sunday at Carswell Air Force gymnasium. Handicap tournament 
postponed until February. 

BASEBALL—Players interested in coming out for teams contact Jack Brittain, 
team manager, at LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. Intra-plant and In¬ 
dustrial League basketball play now underway. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 3263. Assistant bowling com¬ 
missioner, C. G. Phink, ext. 3145, second shift. Contact the following secretaries 
if you wish to enter any of the bowling leagues: Secretary of 800 League, C. B. 
Mitchella, ext. 3250, 2107 ; 735 League, George Symm, ext. 3153 ; 650 League, 
G. W. Partridge, ext. 2102. 

BRIDGE—Herb Helstrom, commissioner, ext. 2255. Bridge Club meets at 7:30 
p.m. every Thursday in the main dining room of the Blackstone Hotel. It is 
not necessary to be an expert or advanced player to participate. Everyone is 
welcome, beginner or master player. Instructions will be furnished if necessary. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Classes in basic 
photography for beginners at 8 p.m. every Wednesday at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Play every Friday at 7:30 
p.m. at Y.W.C.A. Both beginners and experienced players welcome. Contact Ivy. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. Plant-wide tournament 
scheduled to start the last of this month. 

CHESS CLUB—Players interested contact E. G. Crosier, CRA business manager, 
ext. 4250. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 2288. 

GOLF—F. F. Gignilliat, commissioner, ext. 4106. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 
Plant-wide fishing contest underway until March 31. Register for prizes at em¬ 
ployee services section. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext.. 5115. Regular Tuesday and 
Thursday tennis play has been discontinued until spring. Arrangements may be 
made for individual matches by telephoning Bradley. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Doubles tourna¬ 
ment scheduled for this month. 

CRA Calendar 

Shown below are CRA-sponsored recreational activities from Feb. 1 through 
Feb. 15: 

Choral Club: Singing Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Col. 70 A, 11:20 to 
11:40 a.m. Daily, Experimental Bldg., 11:20 to 11:40 a.m. 

Washer Pitching: Doubles tournament now underway, rest periods and lunch¬ 
time. 

1: Bowling, Women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

Washer Pitching, department entry lists close. 

Basketball, first shift. Dept. 43 vs. Tooling, 7 p.m., Final Assembly 
vs .Engineering, 8:51 p.m., William James Jr. High School. 
Basketball, second shift, Machine Shop vs. Metal Formers, Tooling vs. 
Inspection. 

Bowling, 735 League, Alley Bowl, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, 800 League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Bridge, Blackstone Hotel, instruction 7:30 p.m., play 8 p.m. 

Movies, “This Is Steel,” “Winter Wonderland,” main 50-foot aisle, 
11 a.m. 

3: Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 

6: Bowling, 650 League, Bowling Center, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, Major City Team, Tavener’s, 8 p.m. 

Camera Club, Y.M.C.A., 8 p.m. 

Square Dancing, North Side Recreation Bldg., 7:30-10 p.m. 

7: Basketball, first shift. Machine Shop vs. Dept. 47, 7 p.m.. Final 
Assembly vs. Tooling, 8:15 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 
Basketball, second shift. Tooling vs. Metal Formers, Machine Shop vs. 
Inspection. 

Bowling, Engineering League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Movies, “Nation’s Meat,” “Meatless Tuesday,” main 50-foot aisle, 
11 a.m. 

8: Bowling, Women’s teams, Bowk.nes, 8 p.m. 

Bowling, Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 

9: Basketball, first shift. Aerodynamics vs. Engineering, William James 
Junior High School, 7 p.m., Sub-Assembly vs. Dept. 43, 8:15 p.m. 
Basketball, second shift, Tooling vs. Machine Shop, Inspection vs. Metal 
Formers. 

Bowling, 735 League, Alley Bowl, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, 800 League, Tavener’s, 6 :30 p.m 
Bridge, Blackstone Hotel, instruction 7 :30 p.m., play 8 p.m. 

Movies, Western .Serial, “Wheel Sense,” main 50-foot aisle, 11 a.m. 
Feb. 10: Canasta, Y.W.C.A., 7:30 p.m. 

Feb. 13: Bowling, 650 League, Bowling Center, 7:30 p.m. 

Bowling, Major City team, Tavener’s, 8 p.m. 

Square Dancing, North Side Recreation Bldg., 7:30-10 p.m. 

Feb. 14: Basketball, first shift, Sub-Assembly vs. Tooling, 7 p.m., Dept. 47 vs. 
Engineering, 8:15 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 
Basketball, second shift. Tooling vs. Inspection, Machine Shop vs. 
Metal Formers. 

Bowling, Engineering League, Tavener’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Movies, “Fire and How to Fight It,” “Tropical Swing,” main 50-foot 
aisle, 11 a.m. 

Feb. 15: Bowling, Women’s teams, Bowlanes, 8 p.m. 

Second Shift League, Bowlanes, 10:30 a.m. 


Club Backs FW Drive 
For Paralysis Dimes 

The 1950 March of Dimes for 
aid to infantile paralysis victims 
was sponsored again this year 
at the FW Division by the Man¬ 
agement Club, with collections 
made throughout the plant Jan. 
24-31. L. H. Allen, Dept. 50, 
headed the Convair drive, assist¬ 
ed by B. C. Simmons, who served 
as treasurer. 

Members of Peacemaker Post 
No. 606 of the American Legion, 
aided the Convair drive with 
downtown street solicitations, 
Jan. 28. B. E. “Brownie” Roberts, 
post commander, headed the 
Legion drive. 

“The drive was even more im¬ 
portant to us this year, as mem¬ 
bers of more than 20 Convair FW 
families were stricken with in¬ 
fantile paralysis last year and 
were assisted by the Tarrant 
County chapter of the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paraly¬ 
sis,” said Allen. 


Eicholtz First In 
FW Photo Contest 

Prize-winning pictures in the 
Convair FW Camera Club quar¬ 
terly photographic contest were 
selected at a meeting, Jan. 23, at 
the YMCA. 

From 33 entries in the black 
and white division, Gene Eic¬ 
holtz, Dept. 6, placed first. Other 
winners were: second, Clifford 
Davis, Dept. 6; third, Robert Mil¬ 
ler, Dept. 6, and honorable men 
tion, A. L. Green, Dept. 44. 

Twenty-four photographs were 
entered in the color division. Mil¬ 
ler placed first and second, and 
J. R. Baker, Dept. 24-1, won third 
place and honorable mention. 

Judging the entries were Fred 
E. Carlile, Convair FW photog¬ 
raphy supervisor, R. E. Slawson, 
Convair photographer and Ben 
Bowen. The black and white 
prints are now on display at 
Goldstein Brothers, jewelers. 


Chess Tourney Slated 
To Test Texas Wits 


Convair FW chess players will 
have a chance to match wits in 
a “modified Swiss” tournament 
scheduled to start throughout the 
plant next week. 

The tournament is open to be¬ 
ginners and advanced players, 
and entrants will be matched ac¬ 
cording to their ability to play 
the game. 

Three separate groups will par¬ 
ticipate in the tournament. Those 
lunching at 11 a.m. may register 
with E. B. Schick, Dept. 27-4, 
Col. 86-0, Ext. 2133. Those who 
observe the 12 noon lunch period 
may enter by contacting E. W. 
Foster, Dept. 6-4, Ext. 5138. Sec¬ 
ond shift players may register 
with H. P. Conway, Dept. 27-4, 
Col. 86-0, Ext. 2133. A plant¬ 
wide play-off will be held to 
determine the Convair FW cham¬ 
pion with trophies to be award¬ 
ed the winners. 

Entries should be made as soon 
as possible, so that play may be 
scheduled. 

A limited number of chess sets 
may be checked out from P. L. 
Wise, CRA commissioner for 
chess and checkers, in the Educa¬ 
tion Section of the Industrial 
Relations Department. 

Additional chess activities in¬ 
clude a meeting at 7 o’clock to¬ 
night at the Y.M.C.A. to organ¬ 
ize Convair players. Women, as 


well as men, are invited to at¬ 
tend the meeting and participate 
in the tournament. 

Chess instructions are given 
each Wednesday during lunch 
periods. Those observing the 11 
a.m. period may receive instruc¬ 
tion in conference room E-17 next 
to the Education Section. At 
12:10 a.m. instruction is given 
in the Engineering Department 
conference room. 

Further information may be 
obtained from Gerry Olson, Dept. 
82, Ext. 4116. 


Feb. 


Feb. 2: 


Feb. 

Feb. 


Feb. 


Feb. 

Feb. 


Dittman, Bishop Lead 
SD Pistol Shooters 

W. L. Dittmann led class A 
shooters of the SD Pistol Club 
during January over the police 
course, firing a 287 total, follow¬ 
ed by Jim Halfacre and 0. C. 
Banke at 283 and Russ Morrisette 
at 282. In class B, Ash Bishop 
was first with 282, while Ralph 
Castaneda led class C with 260. 

Banke was first among class A 
marksmen in center fire competi¬ 
tion with Dittmann taking class 
B and Clark Kerr leading class C. 


Ivy Named Head 
Of Canasta Club 

L. G. Ivy, Convair FW, Dept. 8, 
was elected president of the CRA 
Canasta Club at FW at a meet¬ 
ing Jan. 18 at the Y.W.C.A. 
Other new officers include: C. R. 
Sierra, Dept. 6, vice-president; 
Epha Newman, Dept. 11, secre¬ 
tary-treasurer. 

The club announced plans for 
a Canasta tournament scheduled 
to start Jan. 27. High score 
prizes will be awarded each ses¬ 
sion, with special prizes going to 
high-point winners of each four 
weeks’ period. Weekly Canasta 
meetings at the Y.W.C.A. have 
been changed from Wednesdays 
to Fridays, according to Ivy. 
Play lasts from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
‘There’s still plenty of room for 
more players, including begin¬ 
ners,” says Ivy. 


Age No Obstacle 
When Flying TWA 

“How old do you let them 
fly?” a passenger asked an air¬ 
line agent at St. Louis. 

“Why, any age is permissible, 
though if they are over 80 we 
require a doctor’s certificate,” the 
agent explained. “We recently 
had one who was 102.” 

“Think of that!” marveled the 
passenger. “A pilot 102 years old 
flying for TWA!” 

When the agent regained con¬ 
sciousness he explained he meant 
passengers, not pilots. 


Square Dancing Class for Kids 
Only Will Begin Feb. 6 at FW 


A new break for the kiddies— 
so Mom and Pop won’t be the 
only ones to have a high old time 
every Monday night at Convair 
FW CRA-sponsored square danc¬ 
ing sessions—was announced this 
week by CRA Commissioner Ross 
Carney. 

Beginning next Monday night, 
Feb. 6, a new square dancing 
class for children only will be 
held from 7 to 8 p.m. at the 
Northside Coliseum, same loca¬ 
tion as the advance square danc¬ 
ing sessions which are held from 
8 to 10 p.m., each Monday. 

In addition, a second new class 
for adult beginners will be held 
from 8 to 9 p.m., on each of 


the first three Mondays of each 
month at the same location. Car¬ 
ney will act as instructor for both 
classes. 

“With these new classes, Con¬ 
vair folks can bring their chil¬ 
dren for square dancing lessons 
at the same time and place of 
the advanced class, which ought 
to be a handy situation for all 
concerned,” Carney explained. 

More than 250 square dancers, 
and more than 100 additional 
spectators, are attending most of 
the Monday night sessions, ac¬ 
cording to Carney and Cal Moore, 
square dance caller. Detailed in¬ 
formation may be obtained from 
Carney at Ext. 5115. 


Business by Accident 

A lonely San Diegan, just 
transferred to the Ft. Worth 
plant, had been introduced to a 
Texan who had recently brought 
in another gusher on a farm in¬ 
herited from an old uncle. “How’s 
business over here?” inquired the 
San Diegan, intending to pro 
mote companionship. 

“Brother,” replied the Texan, 
“over here we do more business 
by accident than you do out yon¬ 
der on purpose.” 


New FW Building 
90 Pel. Completed 

Actual construction of the new 
electronics building at Convair 
FW is better than 90 per cent 
completed, according to L. E. 
Whitten, plant engineering gen¬ 
eral supervisor. 

However, it will be the last of 
February or first of March be¬ 
fore it will be ready for use, he 
said. 

“While the general contractor 
will be through with the actual 
building construction by early in 
February, the air conditioning 
contractor has been held up be¬ 
cause we were not able to obtain 
compressors for the system,” 
Whitten said. 

“We are now in the process of 
trying to procure these compres¬ 
sors.” 


FW Girls Weds But 
Keeps Own Name 

Names didn’t change when a 
Convair FW daughter and a 
Dept. 44 worker married recently. 
Gloria May White—daughter of 
L. 0. White, Dept. 8, kept the 
same name when she married 
Lester Hayden White of Dept. 44 
on Jan. 21. The bride was es¬ 
corted to the altar by the elder 
White, and attended by her sis¬ 
ter, Janet Lou White. 


Birthdays Fall On 
Friday Thirteenth 

The number “thirteen” is a 
lucky one as far as R. J. Cer- 
venka, Convair FW, Dept. 47, is 
concerned. Cervenka, born on 
Friday 13, celebrated his twenty- 
eighth birthday Jan. 13, which 
fell on Friday this year. 

But this is nothing new in the 
Cervenka family. 

It all started when his father 
and mother met on a Friday 13. 

Then a brother was born on a 
Friday 13, followed by his own 
birth on the so-called unlucky 
day. 

The “3” pops up every year on 
his Nov. 3 wedding anniversary. 

As near as he can figure, his 
next Friday 13 birthday will be 
in 1956—“that is, if my luck with 
the unlucky number holds out,” 
he says. 


FW GIRL A BRIDE 

Ita B. Rogers, Convair FW, 
Dept. 4-2, and Carl Speck were 
married Jan. 6 in Ft. Worth. A 
table lamp was presented to the 
bride from her department. After 
a trip to East Texas and Hous¬ 
ton, the couple are now at home 
at 3616 W. Sixth. 


J. C. KINCAID DIES 

J. C. Kincaid, a tool crib at¬ 
tendant in Convair FW, Dept. 
22-4, died Jan. 20 in a local 
hospital. Kincaid, 51, is survived 
by his wife and one stepson. 
Burial was in Ft. Worth. 



EARLY BIRDS—Although it still is wintertime in SD, members 
of the CRA Garden Club are doing more than just waiting for 
warm weather. On Jan. 15 they gathered at home of Mike Alianelli 
to watch moving pictures shown by Homer Greene of Ortho prod¬ 
ucts. Those present were, standing, left to right: W. A. Ring, 
Mrs. Warren Kemmer, Mike Delva, CRA commissioner, Gene Zim¬ 
merman, club president, C. H. Verner, M. C. Brackelsberg,, J. R. 
Nelson, Greene, Alianelli. Seated, left to right: Mrs. Delva, Mrs. 
Brackelsberg, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Grayce Fath, Mrs. Alianelli, Mrs. 
W. M. Shanahan. 





























Cameras Fire One a Second to Record B-36 Performance 



TAKE OFF "GRAPH"—Shown here are three photographs of dozens made of 
B-36 No. 23 during each take-off it made while Air Materiel Command crews put 
it through Performance Evaluation tests. Special camera set-up makes picture a 


second from time plane starts rolling until well into the air. At right is No. 23 just 
before it left runway. At center.two seconds later, it is barely off runway. At 
left, it has cleared runway and is on way up. 
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Bomber Completes 
Record Series of 
Evaluation Tests 

Thanks to round-the-clock work and close co-ordination 
between Air Force and Convair people, B-36 No. 23 this 
week had a new record and a new title. 


Soaked' in Arctic Cold 
B-36 Keeps on Flying 

The Air Force’s B-36 based at Ladd Air Force base, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, is “the talk of the field,” according to 
Convair FW Service Representative A. V. Fant. 


“That’s because,” Fant in¬ 
formed CONVAIRIETY, “the Air 
Force crew manages to keep it 
in excellent operating condition 
despite the fact that it is the 
only aircraft based at Ladd for 
Arctic testing that has never yet 
been in a warm hangar since we 
flew it in! 

“For this reason, it has re¬ 
ceived plenty of what we call 
‘cold soaking/ For the last two 
weeks the low temperature 
each day has been minus 53— 
and the ‘high’ minus 39. 

“Greatest single factor contrib¬ 
uting to our successful testing is 
the morale of the Air Force 
crew.” 

As an example, Fant cited a 
recent experience at Ladd when 
AF crews were making a routine 
engine ground check. 

“With the temperature then at 


minus 49, the alternator on en¬ 
gine No. 4 started leaking oil. It 
was discovered that an output 
seal was the cause of the leak, 
and this necessitated changing 
alternator drives. 

“A new drive was obtained 
at 4:30 in the afternoon. A 
flight was planned for the next 
day—and the crew volunteered 
to work as long into the night 
as necessary to replace the 
alternator drive. 

“These men worked with no 
shelter and no heat at minus 49 
degrees. And it was a long night 
—for the job wasn’t finished 
until 8:30 the next morning. 

“But our B-36 was in commis¬ 
sion—and ready for takeoff— 
and made another flight.” 


Well Dressed B-36 Man in Far North 
Wears His Clothes in Many Layers 


FORT WORTH EDITION 

★ ★ ★ 

Phone your news 
I to CONVAIRIETY FW 
editorial office, Ext. 5269 

Hundreds Sign 
Driving Pledge 
To Aid Safety 

(Picture on page 8) 

More and more automobiles 
owned by Convair FW employees 
these days are blossoming forth 
with “30-60” windshield stickers 
as proof that their drivers have 
pledged themselves to “under 30 
miles an hour in the city, under 
60 in the country.” 

The stickers also are evidence 
that the Convair automobile 
owners have taken memberships 
in the Town and Country Safety 
Club, and have contributed one 
dollar which will go into a fund 
for a city-wide traffic campaign 
to be conducted by the Ft. Worth 
Safety Council. 

“Hundreds of Convair folks 
have joined,” said D. C. Bur¬ 
rows, Convair FW assistant divi¬ 
sion manager, “and we’re proud 
of them. But the campaign isn’t 
over—and we hope to have sev¬ 
eral hundred more members be¬ 
fore we end our efforts. 

“The fact that our people are 
participating in this effort, in 
addition to the safety factors in¬ 
volved, is proof too of their good 
Citizenship in the city of Ft. 
Worth.” 

The one-dollar memberships in 
the Town and Country Club, and 
the “under 30-under 60” wind¬ 
shield stickers, may be obtained 
from department clerks. Depart¬ 
ment clerks whose supply is ex¬ 
hausted may obtain additional 
memberships in the Employee 
Services Section of Industrial Re¬ 
lations Department. 


New Airline Added 
To Users of 240 

Midcontinent Airlines, Inc., an¬ 
nounced from Kansas City Feb. 
16 that it was going to buy four 
Convair-Liners from Pan-Ameri- 
Can Airways. J. W. Miller, Mid¬ 
continent president, said his com¬ 
pany expects to have the Con- 
vairs in service on its express 
schedule by June 1. While this 
rings no bells on the Convair cash 
register, it does add another 
name to the list of Convair- 
Liner users. 


Days at Ladd Air Force 
Base, Alaska, where A. V. Fant 
of FW Service is assigned, do 
NOT start with a cold shower! 

Fant (and B-36 crew men 
there) start dressing by don¬ 
ning “long handled” underwear. 
Then come cotton socks, wool 
socks, felt shoes, felt inner 
soles and then mukluks. The 
rest of the body gets similar 
treatment, in eluding wool 
pants, wool shirt, wool jacket, 
fur-lined cap, fur-lined pants 
and fur-lined parka. 


“Then we put on Nylon 
gloves, wool gloves and leather 
gloves,” Fant related. “Those 
who want to be rugged don’t 
wear quite as much. They de¬ 
lete the cotton socks and Nylon 
gloves! 

“With this clothing we can 
stay outdoors without freezing 
—sometimes as long as four 
hours. For recreation there are 
winter sports and newcomers 
usually try them just once. 
Then they stick to hangar fly¬ 
ing in a warm spot!” 


The title was “the most tested 
B-36” and the record was—more 
tests flights than any other B-36 
has made, or is likely to make. 

The new laurels came on com¬ 
pletion of the 80th test flight, 
which also happened to mark 
completion of the significant 
B-36 Performance Evaluation 
Test Flights made by Air Force 
crews assigned to Convair FW by 
the Air Materiel Command at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Dayton, Ohio. 

The AMC crew, headed by 
Major B. L. Grubaugh, “went 
home” to Dayton—but the crew, 
or a similar one, will be back for 
similar performance evaluation 
test flights on later models of 
the B-36. 

Just what is a performance 
evaluation of an airplane? That 
takes a lot of telling, if you go 
into the technicalities. But it all 
boils down to this. The flights 
are made in order that all pos¬ 
sible facts and figures can be 
obtained on just exactly how the 
airplane performs under varying 
conditions—such as at different 
speeds, carrying different loads, 
flying on missions of different 
ranges, at various altitudes and 
so on. 

While the AMC crew was fly¬ 
ing No. 23 on dozens of test 
flights, this information was 
gathered in several ways, but 
principally by crew members 
reading instruments and writing 
down figures, and by three cam¬ 
eras which made pictures from 
which figures could be deter¬ 
mined. 

In addition, each flight by the 
AMC crew was photographed at 
time of takeoff by a special cam¬ 
era dubbed the “Take-o-Graph.” 
It makes a series of pictures as 
the plane roars down the runway. 
From them, analysts determine 
length of takeoff run and the 
exact distance required for the 
plane to attain a given altitude. 

(Continued on page 8) 


XF-92A Slated 
T® Fly to SD 
From Muroc 

Convair SD will get a look at 
the fabulous XF-92A, the Air 
Force’s Convair-built delta-wing 
fighter, when it comes barreling 
in to Lindbergh Field from Muroc 
about mid March. 

Still in the experimental stage, 
the triangular aircraft will 
undergo some modification work 
at the SD plant before taking off 
again for further Air Force tests. 

Plans are for an Air Force 
P-80 to buzz the field at SD as 
a signal that the delta wing is 
on the way. Shortly thereafter 
(in fact, about 20 minutes after 
it leaves Muroc), the XF-92A 
will set her wheels down under 
the expert hand of the Air 
Force’s Capt. Chuck Yeager, ace 
test pilot. 

How long the aircraft will re¬ 
main at San Diego has not been 
announced. 

Four Hew Work 
Stations Paved 
For Convair FW 

Four new work stations for 
Convair FW Field Operations 
(Dept. 61) will be set up in 
front of the plant when paving 
now under way is completed late 
in March or early in April. 

The new paving, involving 
53,000 square yards, is being 
done by the Worth Construction 
Co., Ft. Worth, under a contract 
for approximately $250,000. 
Work started Feb. 14. 

The new concrete supplements 
38,000 square yards of paving- 
just completed west of the plant, 
where work stations are already 
established for Dept. 62 B-36B 
to B-36D conversion. 

The new electronics building, 
located at north end of Grant’s 
Lane in front of the assembly 
building, was virtually complete 
at press time, but awaited instal¬ 
lation of equipment before it 
could be put to use by Dept. 75. 


Author Addresses 
FW Club Meeting 

Convair FW Management Club 
members heard Sherman Rogers, 
author and public speaker from 
Cleveland, Ohio, talk on “Where 
Do We Go from Here?” at their 
Feb. 23 dinner meeting. Rogers 
is author of two popular books 
and former associate editor of 
Liberty magazine. 



BABY, IT’S COLD UP THERE—At Ladd Air Force Base, Alaska, B-36 flight crews use special heat¬ 
ers (shown in foreground) to warm engines for about two hours before each flight. Heaters deliver 
about 200,000 BTU’s per hour. Figure in front is M/Sgt. Walter Holloway, second engineer on one 
of Air Force B-36s at Ladd. 
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Awards 


SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $293.90 for the 
weeks ending Feb. 9 and Feb. 16: 

Dept. 4, Material: J. E. Hesse; Dept. 
6, Engineering: J. C. Walker; Dept. 25, 
Maintenance: H. F. Jennings; Dept. 27, 
Inspection & Flight: C. W. Ash, C. E. 
Boyd, L. J. Francis, D. Steagall. 

Dept. 31, Experimental: M. B. Fuhr- 
mann (three awards), E. T. Guy; Dept. 
101, Sheet Metal: C. W. Man*; Dept. 102, 
Sub-Assy. & Processing: R. A. Davis 
(two awards), P. J. Ferrara, E. Foun¬ 
tain, J. C. Griffiths, E. F. Miller, R. 
Welk; Dept. 225, Wing: G. Vallese 
Dept. 250, Electric Bench: J. W. Stark. 

Dept. 330, Boeing Sub-Assy.: H. E. 
Ledington ; Dept. 335, Boeing Nose: R. 
L. Hall, L. W. Sage; Dept. 340, Interior 
Trim: G. A. Dewey, T. Donally, B. E. 
Shultz; Dept. 360, B-36 Outer Panel: 
J. A. Collins, W. A. Neal ; Dept. 365, 
B-36 Bomb Racks: E. T. Gahlbeck, F. N. 
Oden (two awards), G. F. Witthans ; 
Dept. 406, Plaster Pattern Shop: J. B 
Franklin. 

FT. WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $46.50 for the 
week ending Jan. 25: 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: J. L. Houk; 
Dept. 31, Metal Forming: B. E. Laurent, 
C. V. Henshaw; Dept. 44, Nose and Tail 
W. D. Hays, E. C. Horn. 

Service Pins 

FT. WORTH 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Jan. 1 through Feb. 10: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, T. A. Billings, 
S. M. Smith; Dept. 7, G. E. Sylvester; 
Dept. 22, R. B. Morse ; Dept. 31, E. C. 
Costantino; Dept. 45, A. J. Combs ; Dept. 
61, Z. T. Stuart Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, R. J. Don- 
nelly; Dept. 4, W. A. Gayler, W. Greer; 
Dept. 6, E. Moller Jr., M. C. Osborne; F. 
E. Stanley ; Dept. 7, R. G. Wilson ; Dept. 
9, H. E. Kingsley, M O. Rester, J. R. 
Scholvin; Dept. 12, J. R. Berry, C. M. 
Clement, A. W. Gecman, P. Wherley; 
Dept. 14, J. S. McKown ; Dept. 20, M. F. 
Berry, M. C. Courtney. 

Dept. 22, N. M. Brown, N. L. Clowdus, 

V. T. Glasgow, L. A. Harrison, L. J. 
Smith, H. O Voss, F. E. Webb ; Dept. 24, 

R. A. Bagby, J. E. Chambers, I. R. 
Henderson, T. S. Jones; Dept. 25, L. R. 
Daniels, A. W. Herrington, L. A. Lem- 
mer, H. D. McBurney, R. R. Morris. 

Dept. 27, R. M. Crawford, J. D. Ed¬ 
wards, S. T. Hayes, B. H. Price; Dept. 
31, M. H. Anderson, W. R. Brewster Jr., 

W. T. Brown, A. A. Massey, W. C. 
On ken, B. Y. Story, C. A. Wilson ; Dept. 
43, W. O. Deatherage, C. B. Saye, D. C. 
Sherrod, R. Thompson; Dept. 44, M. L. 
Birdwell Jr., H. N. Gilbert, W. E. Gul¬ 
ley, W. T. Harwell, M. Hoppe, C. E. 
McGregor, M. A. Marsh, P. T. Wallace, 
L. E. Watson. 

Dept. 45, J. C. Current, A. B. Stroud ; 
Dept. 46, H. J. F. Davis, E. L. Fuller¬ 
ton, J. L. Hines, O. H. Little, W. W. 
Yarborough ; Dept 47, O. B. Millican, 

A. J. Thun, S. V. Wheeler Jr. ; Dept. 
48, L. J. Cosgrove, S. C. Hamilton, J. 
O. Lindsey; Dept. 50, C. W. Black, S. 
Braly, L. B. CPnder, C. D. Cowert, N. 
E. Deakins, E. P. Dulin, J. V. Z. Foster, 

S. H. Gladen, J. D. Goodman, N. B. 
Lee, A. G. Love, A. R. McManus, S. H. 
Pittman, O C. Sevier, C. M. Walker, D. 
R. Young. 

Dept. 61, O. P. Feeler, L. P. Johnston, 
R. L. Jones, S. A. Morris; Dept. 62, 
W. J. Levan, R. E. Liles, F. L. Sewall, 
H. U. Umphress ; Dept. 63, A. D. Wells ; 
Dept. 73, E. M. McCleskey, J. T. Pool, 

B. M. Powell, J. O. Roark; Dept. 75, 
L. C. Pelton ; Dept. 76, C. F. McClure; 
Dept. 81, J. H. Kimmell, C. C. Long, 
W. H. Martin, R. A. Messick, L. C. 
Willingham Jr. ; Dept. 82, D. A. Barilotti, 

C. F. Thames. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Feb. 14 through Feb. 27: 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 24-4, C. H. 
Engelhardt. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, J. G. Haw¬ 
kins, F. B. Wozniak; Dept. 9, F. N. 
Minter ; -Dept. 27, C. G. Nixon; Dept. 31, 
O. C. Banke, N. R. Keough, G. O. Tur¬ 
ner ; Dept. 102, T. F. McAleer III ; Dept. 
115, Stanley Penziul, E. H. Wallraben- 
stein; Dept. 225, J. K. Harkins. 

Five-year pins. Dept. 6, R. E. Craig 
Jr. ; Dept. 24-1, Hilda Z. Quinn ; Dept. 
115, C. E. Rogers; Dept. 225, Alex Car¬ 
rillo, W. L. Fissell ; Dept. 250, O. T. 
Briley, Elizabeth D. LaBarre ; Dept. 340, 

E. L. Colliver. 


Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end 
of building 7), open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
week days. Safety shoes and prescrip¬ 
tion glasses sold only from 8:30 to 10:30 
and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wednesdays 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m 
EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE 
(near gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 
p.m. to 4:30 every Tuesday and 3 p.m. 
to 5:30 every Thursday. 

Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

Following promoted to or within super¬ 
vision and professional and administra¬ 
tive effective Feb. 16: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: J. L. Brown to 
engineering designer B ; J. A. Kerr to 
assistant project engineer. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: E. K. Gatewood 
to assistant supervisor; S. L. Luton to 
assistant supervisor. 

Dept. 12, Flight: C. P. Harrison to 
flight test analyst A : A. D. McCord Jr., 
G. W. Stewart, G. R. Hawley Jr., Wal¬ 
lace Roberts and J. D. Roberts, all to 
assistant foremen. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: G. S. 
Adams Jr. to mechanical design engineer 
A ; G. W. Partridge to electrical engineer 
A. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: C. L. Coolidge to 
outside liaison man B. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

T. M. Smith, Dept. 4-5, can pick up 
three riders on East Lancaster, Camp 
Bowie, or vicinity 415 So. Henderson, 7 
a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Ext. 3200 or home 
phone 3-0525. 

Z. M. Raff el, Dept. 6-1, wants ride to 
and from 2616 So. Adams, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 2251 or home phone 
Webster 2149. 

C. B. Chenoweth, Dept. 11-4, needs 
ride to and from 3632 Livingston, 7:30 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Ext. 4238 or home 
phone 4-4350. 

A. M. Martindale, Dept. 25-3, wants 
ride near 6500 block of Camp Bowie, 
3:45 p.m. to 12:15 a.m. Home phone 
Sunset 5102. 

SAN DIEGO 

O. D. Phillips, Dept. 102, can carry 
two riders from Alpine area, first shift, 

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Ext. 328 or home 
phone, Hilldale 4-4198. 


Turboliner Job 
Hailed as New 
Air Milestone 

An editorial by Robert H. 
Wood, editor of AVIATION 
WEEK, handed bouquets to Gen¬ 
eral Motors, its Allison Division, 
and Convair, in an editorial in 
the Feb. 13 issue. 

Titled “Allison Goes and Does 
It,” the editor said in part: “Gen 
eral Motors Corporation’s Allison 
Division comes up with the bold 
decision to buy a commercial 
Convair-Liner, install two Allison 
T-38 turboprop engines, and test 
them thoroughly. . . . 

“This is a significant mile 
stone in our aviation history. It 
is a happy event to those who 
were abandoning all hope for a 
leading role by the free enter¬ 
prise system in jet or turboprop 
development in this country. It 
means we’re finally off dead cen¬ 
ter and underway. . . . 

“This decision will give this 
country its first, long-awaited 
turbine-powered transport, and 
opens the way to commercial 
orders for transport plane manu¬ 
facturers. Highly successful tests 
must spur military interest and 
exert the influence of public 
opinion on high government offi¬ 
cials who have been so cold to 
the importance of a modern tur¬ 
bine powered transport fleet to 
our national defense. . . . 

“Now, this admittedly is only 
the first step. It certainly com 
mits Allison and General Motors 
to nothing more than tests. But 
up to now who in industry has 
had the courage to go this far? 

“A big laurel to Allison and 
GMC, and to Convair for 
strong assist.” 


Births 


Deaths 


SAN DIEGO 

BELL—Ralph A., Dept. 25, died Feb. 
21. Survivors: wife and two daughters. 


FT. WORTH 

LANGE—Daughter, Janis Olivia, 8 lbs. 
2 oz., born Feb. 5 to Mr. and Mrs. E. E. 
Lange, Dept. 30. 

MONROE—Son, Thomas Daniel, 7 lbs. 
4 oz., born Feb. 3 to Mr. and Mrs. C. R. 
Monroe, Dept. 62. 

SHERRILL—Daughter, Lynda Carol, 7 
lbs. 3 oz., born Jan. 28 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. D. Sherrill, Dept. 9-1. 

SAN DIEGO 

JONES—Daughter, Marianne Louise, 7 
lbs., born Feb. 16 to Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Jones, Dept. 22. 

WANTUCH—Son, Walter Jr., 7 lbs. 6 
oz., born Feb. 8 to Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Wantuch, Dept. 102. 


Convair Men Head 
Tool Engineers 

San Diego chapter of Ameri¬ 
can Society of Tool Engineers 
will install new officers March 14 
and everyone is a Convair man. 

Chairman elect is Gordon Gray 
(Dept. 24-3 SD), first vice-chair¬ 
man is A. P. Manino (Dept. 27-8) 
and second vice is Joe Leaderer 
(Dept. 24-3). Joe Hickman (Dept. 
24-1) is the new secretary and 
Edward Stelmach (Dept. 403) the 
new treasurer. 


Supersonic Seaplane 
Speeds Foreseen 

Over 50 Convair FW engineers 
heard Ernest G. Stout, hydro¬ 
dynamics researcher and assist¬ 
ant to the chief engineer at Con¬ 
vair SD, speak on radio controll¬ 
ed models at a meeting of the 
Texas chapter, Institute of Aero¬ 
nautical Sciences, Feb. 3. 

Progress is being made on the 
problem of combining supersonic 
speed with the design of water- 
based aircraft, Stout told the 
engineers. He pointed out that 
technological information and 
adequate design data are now 
available for work to proceed to¬ 
ward the goal of supersonic speed 
in seaplanes. 


Letter to Editor 

Reference is made to Feb. 1 
issue of CONVAIRIETY. The 
picture at the bottom of the first 
page taken at a meeting of the 
Convair SD Management Club 
shows a serious error. The flag 
of the United States is on the 
wrong side of the speaker. It 
should always be on the right 
hand side of the speaker and the 
left hand side of the audience. 

JAMES E. BRUCE 
Past Commander 
American Legion 


California Requires Tax 

Convair SD employees were re¬ 
minded this week that California 
income tax returns are due by 
April 15, 1950, to cover earnings 
during 1949. 

Many more persons must file 
returns this year because the 
exemptions have been lowered to 
$2,000 for single wage earners 
and $3,500 for married workers 
(including the spouse’s earnings). 
Any one whose earnings are 
greater than these amounts must 
file a return. 

The California Income Tax 


Return by April 15 

Division in the San Diego Trust 
and Savings Building has forms 
and will assist in filling them 
out. 

In case any Convair people are 
in doubt as to the exact amount 
of earnings, the information is 
on the federal form W-2 which 
was distributed in January. As 
required by California law, a 
copy of this form was furnished 
to the state in all cases where 
the amount was great enough to 
require a tax return. 


ARMED FORCES DAY 

The Department of Defense 
has designated the third Satur¬ 
day in May (May 20) as Armed 
Forces Day. 


Goitu GrunmetUl . . . 

(This new feature will appear in CONVAIRIETY from time 
to time, bringing to Convair people a message from their 
president.) 

CONFIDENCE MUST BE EARNED 

When I take a, deep breath and say to a good 
customer, “Yes, we can meet the terms of that con¬ 
tract to the letter,” I am expressing more than mere 
optimism. I am demonstrating my confidence in the 
people of this organization. I am sure in my own 
mind that the designers of our products are capable, 
that our production line people know their business, 
that our supervisors are “on the ball,” and that our 
whole complex organization is in fighting trim. 

It takes nerve to make such a statement, for I 
know that if my promise does not work out we will 
all be in the “doghouse” with the customer. I must 
believe in my heart that this team can produce— 
that each member can play his part capably in the 
fulfilling of the contract terms.. 

On the other hand, the whole organization must 
have confidence in me. I must demonstrate by proper 
conduct of company affairs that I am worthy of this 
confidence. 

Unless every person in the organization has confi¬ 
dence in every other person, our corporation can 
never be as sound as it might. Confidence is im¬ 
portant. It can only be won by an individual, whatever 
his job, when he is doing the best he can and his best 
is good enough. 

LaMotte T. Cohu, 
President. 


Oceanside Youngsters Take Aerial Tour 
In Convair-Liner as School Field Trip 


A Western Airlines Convair- 
Liner on Feb. 16 took 37 Ocean- 
side youngsters for an aerial tour 
over points of interest surround¬ 
ing San Diego. 

“They couldn’t wait until we 
were far enough off the ground 
to unbuckle their seat belts,” the 
pilot, Capt. M. H. Sparks, report¬ 
ed. “From then on, the cabin was 
a mob scene. I looked back once 
and a couple of them were hang¬ 
ing from the luggage rack—up¬ 
side down.” 

The flight, sponsored by San 


Diego County Schools, was the 
first aerial field trip made by any 
San Diego County public school 
class. Hildegarde Hartig, County 
schools science co-ordinator, said 
its purpose was to give children 
a graphic idea of their home 
geography and to teach them 
something about aviation. Flights 
are a regular supplemental part 
of the curriculum and are paid 
for by the students at a special 
tax-free rate because of their 
educational nature. 

Only one of the children on the 
flight had been in the air before. 


CANASTA CROWD—Convair FW lunchers almost forget food 
these days in their haste to start a canasta game. Enjoying lunch¬ 
time game in Industrial Engineering department are members of 
CRA Canasta Club, left to right: Mary Pennington and L. G. Ivy, 
Doth Dept. 8; Epha Newman and Harry Liskey, both Dept. II. 
"Kibitzing" are, left to right: Howard Hagerman and Woodie 
Wisdom, of Dept. 8. 


FIRST SESSION—New members of the Workmen's Safety Committee at SD met in separate 
groups last month for the first time of their six-month terms in office. Above are members of group 
chairmaned by A. H. Kimble of Dept. 101 which includes representatives of Fabrication, Material, 
Maintenance, Salvage, Production-Control, Inspection. Members received badges, watched movie on 
safety in aircraft and discussed safety problems. SD has two other similar groups. 
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SD Inspector 
Hunts Coyotes 
In City 'Wilds' 

A story of attack by coyotes 
and a repulse with losses on both 
sides was told this week by Roger 
B. Randazzo of Dept. 27 SD, who 
had pictures of three dead coy¬ 
otes to prove it. 

The astonishing part is that 
Randazzo lives so close to heavily 
populated areas. His 15-acre 
“rancho” is between Grossmont 
and El Cajon. The band of coy¬ 
otes has made it tough on his 
dog but tougher on his chickens. 

“Chickens kept disappearing 
and my dog kept being chewed 
up, so one monlight night I 
kept the dog inside and hid 
near the chicken pen with a 
shotgun,” Randazzo related. 

“About 11 o'clock shadows that 
looked like large dogs appeared. 
They were coyotes. They circled 
the chicken house yipping and 
clawing. The chickens ran out 
in their pen, then, frightened, 
four flew over the top and met 
a quick death before I could get 
over my astonishment and start 
shooting.” 


NO SPACE TO SPARE—If you want to park in the North 
Car Lot at Convair FW and haven't been able to, here's why: 
aerial photo shows that each one of the hundreds of parking 
spaces is filled, and there's not room for even one more vehicle. 


Due to congestion in this lot, some employees who work in the 
north end of the assembly building and in other areas nearby 
find it necessary to park in other lots. New electronics building 
can be seen in foreground. 


CONVAIR BEAUTY—When 19-year-old Convair daughter, Carol 
Wingfield, was elected "campus sweetheart" at Texas Wesleyan 
College in Ft. Worth it was a proud moment not only for Carol 
but for her mother, Mrs. W. H. Wingfield (Dept. 27-0), as well. 
Mrs. Wingfield, a widow, is mother of five and runs her home like 
a corporation with "stockholders" voting on important issues. Mrs. 
Wingfield is shown at her desk, Carol in inset. 

They Share Alike 

Convair Mother of Five Runs 
Home on 'Corporation Plan' 


One Convair FW mother, Mrs. 
W. H. Wingfield, Dept. 27-0, pat¬ 
terns her household after a cor¬ 
poration. She and her five chil¬ 
dren are the stockholders who 
share alike in the profits and 
losses. And according to the 
mother, the “corporation” idea 
has made her job of the past 
seven years a lot easier—that of 
supporting and raising five chil¬ 
dren. 

The pleasant-faced, graying 
mother, came to work at Convair 
after the death of her husband 
seven years ago. The children 
then ranged in age from 4 to 13. 

“But it has never been a bur¬ 
den,” she says. “Like stockhold¬ 
ers, we have shared the respon¬ 
sibility and voted on important 
decisions. And we’ve been happy.” 

Now the children are old 
enough to care for themselves 
at home. The old oldest sons, 
Billy, 20, and Teddy, 17, work at 
downtown jobs. The youngest 
son, Albert, 11, attends elemen¬ 
tary school. Carol, 19, is a sopho¬ 
more at Texas Wesleyan College, 
and a part-time secretary. Roma 
Dell, 16, is a Polytechnic High 
School junior. 

The Wingfield houeshold is 
as organized as if it had a full¬ 


time keeper. The girls help 
with the housekeeping with 
11-year-old Albert as “chief 
dishwasher.” The sisters see 
that Albert gets off to school 
in the morning after their 
mother leaves for her Convair 
job. Teddy takes care of the 
yard and the family dog 
“Taffy.” All five can cook and 
usually the evening meal is 
started when Mrs. Wingfield 
arrives home from work. 

Mrs. Wingfield does the family 
washing on week nights in order 
to have more time for relaxation 
on week-ends. The six Wingfields 
attend church together on Sun¬ 
days. 

Like all families, the Wing¬ 
fields have their share of joy 
and sorrow. A celebration was 
in order when Carol was recently 
elected “Campus Sweetheart” of 
TWC, but the whole family was 
in mourning when their black 
pup was run over by an automo¬ 
bile last week. 

“I don’t claim credit for rais¬ 
ing my family,” says the mother. 
“Our friends and my job at Con¬ 
vair have made it possible. You 
might say Convair has an ‘inter¬ 
est’ in my children.” 


Furniture Whittier 


Expert With a Pocket Knife 
Learned Art as Boy Toymaker 


“I’ll keep you in pocket knives 
if you do more than just whittle 
with them,” W. C. Gilchrist’s 
father pledged more than a half 
century ago. It was a wise deal. 
The boy laid a foundation for a 
hobby that continues to this day. 

“Back in Wisconsin in my 
boyhood, ready made toys were 
hard to find,” Gilchrist recalled 
this week. “So I used to make 
my own, with a pocket knife. 

I even made sleds and snow- 
shoes.” 

Gilchrist is in Dept. 27-8 at 
SD, is a Buffalo man and recent¬ 
ly received his 20-year pin. 

Adjoining the Gilchrist home 
off El Cajon on the outskirts of 
La Mesa is a workshop with tools 
that are a far cry from boyhood 
pocket knives. They include lathe 
and jig saw and a variety of 
tools for precision work. The 
shop’s products are evident 
throughout the home, ranging 
from what-nots to furniture. Gil¬ 
christ’s pride, however, is a five- 
room collection of doll furniture, 
most of it built to authentic pat¬ 
terns. Each piece is a faithful 
reproduction in miniature. 

Before he started making air¬ 
planes in Buffalo many years 
ago, Gilchrist had led an unusual¬ 
ly varied life. His father’s occu¬ 
pation of lumberman accounted 
for frequent traveling through 


the Great Lakes states in his 
youth and when he was of age 
Gilchrist went into the lumber 
business in Canada. Later he 
tried his hand at prospecting for 
gold in the Hudson Bay area. He 
met his wife in Canada and still 
remembers a snowy day when a 
friend informed him he was about 
to become a father. 

“I was two miles from home. 
The friend had horses and a 
cutter and offered to take me 


IN THE WORKSHOP —In 
surroundings like Santa's toy 
shop, W. C. Gilchrist of SD 
whittles on a toy chair. It was 
here he built the miniatures 
shown in adjoining photo. 


BIG FELLOW — Believe it or 
not, this is a coyote, shot re¬ 
cently by Roger Randazzo (Dept. 
27 SD) near his farm home on 
the outskirts of San Diego. It 
weighed more than 50 pounds. 

SD ENGINEER WRITES 
ON STEEL RIVETS 

The February issue of the 
magazine Product Engineering 
carries an article “Stainless Steel 
Rivets Improve Joint Strength 
in Aluminum” written by Roy A. 
Miller, structural design special¬ 
ist at Convair SD. 


“I’m sorry we have to let you 
go, Dillon, but we need a younger 
man in your place, so the bowling 
team voted to get rid of you.” 


but I was in such a rush I took 
off across country on my snow- 
shoes. I got there first!” Gil¬ 
christ recalled. 


COMPLETELY FURNISHED— Airplanes isn't all that W. C. « Look> Ruth ^an I call you 


Gilchrist of Convair SD can build. His wife shows off remarkable back this evening? There’s 
>et of midget furniture, all carved in perfect proportion, the product really not much privacy around 
?f his pocket knife. I here.” 
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INSIDE A T-29—These are first pictures simulating a T-29 
flying classroom "in action." Air Force cadets are shown upper 
left leaving a T-29 training plane at SD after inspection tour. 
Upper right view is looking forward, showing interior arrange¬ 
ment. Forward compartment, which can be separated from main 


Air Force Pilots Fly First T-29 East 
For Special Inspection at Dayton 


Two Air Force ferry pilots 
early this week took delivery of 
the first T-29 airplane to leave 
San Diego. 

The training ship (actually the 
second one completed) was flown 
east by Lt. Col. H. Burhanna 
and Maj. S. L. Allen, following 
indoctrination flights last week. 
Accompanying them was Joseph 
Dennis Jr. who will be Service 
representative with the plane. 
The ship was under orders to go 
to Wright-Patterson Air Force 
base, Dayton, Ohio, for special 
review by Maj. Gen. 0. R. Cook, 
director of Procurement and In¬ 
dustrial Planning. 

Meanwhile, at San Diego, ship 
No. 1911, the first completed T- 
29, awaited “phase two” testing. 
This involves careful scrutiny to 
prove the ship lives up to all 
specifications. New AF planes 
usually undergo this program at 
Wright Field but in this case 
the examination will be conduct¬ 
ed at San Diego as an experi¬ 
ment in the belief that proximity 
of ground crews familiar with 
the airplane will expedite studies. 

An Air Force test team was 
expected at San Diego some time 


this month to conduct phase two, 
Maj. R. J. Cassadon, AF officer- 
in-charge at SD, indicated. The 
team probably will consist of 
pilots, flight engineer, crew chief, 
radio operator and perhaps other 
technicians. C o n v a i r ground 
crews will assist and conduct all 
maintenance in connection with 
testing. 

The test program will not in¬ 
terfere with the delivery schedule 
for the new trainers. Two ships 
are slated for delivery this 
month, followed by three other 
planes in April. Barring compli¬ 
cations, phase two testing should 
be over the latter part of April. 

The T-29s are designed for 
training Air Force students in 
navigation. Externally the plane 
resembles the Convair-Liner but 
is easily distinguished by four 
astrodomes on top of the fuse¬ 
lage (for taking celestial sights) 
and radar installations in the 
belly. The interior arrangement 
is unique. (See accompanying 
pictures.) The plane has many 
unusual features. Among them 
are a demand oxygen system 
sufficient to accommodate a crew 
of 18 for six hours at 20,000 feet. 


ON FLIGHT DECK—Piiot's eye view of T-29 shows this array 
of instruments. Arrangement is different from that of bulk of 
Convair-Liners. Overhead panels include radio and controls for 
such equipment as lights, fuel pumps, propeller feathering etc. 
Duplicate flight instrument panels are in front of pilots while center 
panel is devoted to gauges reporting engjne pressures and per¬ 
formance. Pedestal between pilots carries duplicate throttles, pro¬ 
peller speed controls, etc. 


cabin by curtains, is radar training, section, with facilities for three 
students and an instructor. Ten stations are located in main 
cabin. Each student has a table and instrument panel and has 
access to loran equipment, radio altimeter and driftmeter. Forty- 
eight such planes are being built at SD for Air Force. 


TAKING SIGHTS—An Air Force student takes sight with a 
sextant through one of T-29's four astrodomes. Ship accommodates 
14 cadets and instructors and will be used to teach navigators. 


SAFETY WINNER 

Field Operations, Interior Trim 
• and Final Assembly placed first 
1 during January in the Convair 
SD monthly safety contest with 
an accident frequency rate of 9.20 
followed by Experimental with 
9.37. 


Convair FW Veterans Spend Their 
Weekends Training in Air Reserve 


Ninety-three Convair FW workers, who spend their 
working hours producing B-36s, “relax” on week-ends by 
participating in the only organized Air Reserve group in 
the United States to be trained in both ground and air 
phases of the B-36. Reserve headquarters is Carswell Air 
Force Base, adjacent to the Convair plant.. 

Some of the reserve members 
are Convair pilots, others me¬ 
chanics, engineers, or radar tech¬ 
nicians in their daily jobs. All 
are veterans and they come from 
every branch of the service. The 
air reserves meet the first and 
third Sundays of every month 
for all-day sessions. They attend 
classes in various fields. One ex¬ 
pilot, now an armament worker 
at Convair, says the classes “not 
only help us in our reserve train¬ 
ing, but also on our jobs at Con¬ 
vair.” And they are paid, too, 
for participating in the reserve 
program. 

The reserves are assigned the 
same rank as that which they 
held at the time of their military 
discharge. They may earn per¬ 
manent promotions, however, 
during their reserve training. 

Those who qualify as pilots 
may spend flying time in B-25s 
or C-47s in preparation for 
flights later in B-36s. Others at¬ 
tend classes on various phases 
of the B-36, with the Eighth Air 
Force responsible for all train¬ 
ing. Two Convair FW reservists, 


Frank G. McDonald and Law¬ 
rence A. Ford, both Dept. 76, are 
furthering their reserve and Con¬ 
vair training on their own time 
by attending the Air Force 
Armament School at Lowrey 
Field, in Denver. 

Other Convair FW men with 
previous military experience who 
are interested in joining the Re¬ 
serve may contact Capt. James T. 
Fitzpatrick Jr., in charge of the 
reserve program at Carswell Air 
Force Base. 

Following Convair FW person¬ 
nel are members of the organized 
Air Reserve at Carswell Air 
Force Base: 

Warren C. Albert, Charles W. Ayres, 
Charles B. Bardin Jr., Irvin N. Barnes, 
James M. Barrow, Delbert K. Beauchamp, 
Hector C. Beltram, Howard M. Britton, 
John M. Browning Jr., John L. Bru- 
strom, James A. Bryant, Clayton L. 
Burleson, James D. Byram. 

Leo H. Callarman, William P. Camp¬ 
bell, Robert L. Clinton Jr., G. B. Cole¬ 
man, Joseph I. Concha, Emery E. Crooks, 
Richard L. Crooks, Carl C. Curry, Floyd 
C. Davis, Worthy E. Denton, William R. 
Don Carlos Jr., Walter Eidberger, Joseph 
P. Farmer, Harold D. Farris, Lawrence 
A. Ford, Donald M. Forward, Joe H. 
Frye Jr. 

Walter J. Gates Jr., Samuel C. Gray, 
Alton G. Gumpert, Newton E. Halbrook, 


Walter F. Hale Jr., J. W. Simpson Ham, 
Fiske Hanley, Henry T. Hargis, Fred 
R. Harmon, Claude R. Herron, Jimmie 
C. Hodges, John P. Irons, Anson J. 
James, Grover S. Jeane, A. M. Johnson 
Jr., William S. Johnson Jr., James W. 
Kent, Rodney P. Kittel, Wilford D. 
Lewis, Fred H. Lock. 

Donald C. MacDonald, Frank G. Mc¬ 
Donald, Gerald E. McKenzie, Cletus A. 
May, John R. Mayberry, Henry H. 
Mazac Jr., Nathaniel B. Meade, James 
E. Melancon, George H. Mize Jr., Urban 
W. Morrow, Roland S'. Nelms, Roger E. 
Nelson, George F. Nobles, James P. 
Nordin, John E. O’Neal, George Papusch, 
Alson E. Peck, Edwin B. Perry. 

William C. Quisenberry, Joseph M. 
Rafferty, Ralph P. Rayermann, William 
C. Repetto Jr., Earl A. Richards, John 
A. Rogerson, John W. Scoggins, John L. 
Senn, Homer W. Sharp, Lewis Sheppard, 
Jimmie J. .Smith, William E. Smith, 
Bobby L. Sprinkle, Donald D. Stein- 
mann, Grover C. Tate Jr., Connie M. 
Taylor, Neil E. Thomas, William E. 
Tyson, Houston F. Wade Jr., James D. 
Walker, Harry C. Welte, Warnell M. 
Williams, Arthur S. Witchell Jr., James 
M. Woodman, Joseph B. Wullenschneider 
Jr. 


CONVAIR FW AIR RESERVES—A portion of the 93 Convair FW employees who are members 
of the Air Reserves are pictured after a Sunday meeting, at Carswell Air Force Base. 


PRACTICE — That is what 
these Air Force students are get¬ 
ting aboard T-29. Upper photo 
shows instructor discussing a 
problem with a cadet using 
equipment on a T-29 navigation 
trainer. Student's table in fore¬ 
ground includes oxygen flow and 
pressure indicator at left and 
magnetic compass, radio com- 
I pass, altimeter and air speed 
| indicator. In lower photo cadet 
I is using one of ship's five drift- 
meters. 
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Name Scratched Inside Convair-Liner 
Brings Note From Swiss Mechanic 



LONG RANGE JOB—Convair's XP-81, turboprop and jet-powered escort fighter, never got into 
production, but it provided knowledge which went into XP5YI turboprop flying boat and the new 
Convair-Turboliner. Built at Vultee Field division and flown in 1945, XP-81 dates back to September, 
1943, when Convair submitted proposal to AAF. Jack Irvine (left) and Frank Davis (right), with men 
under their supervision, were responsible for major design work on XP-81, and Davis put in 35 hours 
of test flying. Irvine, now assistant chief engineer, SD division, has a background of over 20 years 
in aircraft design. Davis now is chief design engineer, SD, and no longer is an active test pilot. 
Four-leaf clover was Davis' "trademark," acquired during years as Marine aviator. 



FLIGHT TEST CREW—Taken at Muroc, this 1945 photo shows Convair men who worked on 
XP-81 flight tests. Those still with the company at SD are listed in capital letters. A. Spence, Jack 
Bonnette, and Bill Ketcham. Standing: Erick Emkin; ROY WILLIAMS, Dept. 31; Mark Wollever; H. 
K. CHENEY, chief of Missile Test (Dept. 6); TEX HARDESTY, Dept. 340; MAURIE TOMBLER, Dept. 
6; MAT BEDDOW, Dept. 31; Chuck Gorham; LEE EVANS, Dept. 6; Mel Stine; NICK KEOUGH, 
Dept. 31. Kneeling: JERRY STEWART, Dept. 340; H. Vierra; Ed Reinhardt; WALT THIRION, 
Dept. 31; NICK NICHOLAS, Dept. 250; PETE NAGY, Dept. 6; and an unidentified inspector. 

First of Kind 

Convair Pioneering With XP-81 
Recalled by Turboliner Job 

No experimental airplane personally tested and delivered by 
Frank Davis ever had an accident. 

Davis, now Convair SD’s chief design engineer and no longer 
an active test pilot, gives some of the credit to the four-leaf clover. 

Before he delivered an airplane to a customer he placed in it a 
Convair badge frame containing a fresh good luck token of that 


About a year-and-a-half ago 
Steve Ames (Dept. 31, SD) was 
deep in the innards of Swissair’s 
HB-IRP Convair-Liner. In fact, 
he was under the lavatory in the 
rear section working on the con¬ 
trols, getting the ship ready for 
delivery to the customer. 

Why he did it he still can’t ex¬ 
plain, but he wrote his name and 
address with a pencil on one of 
the plane’s frame members where 
he thought nobody would ever 
see it. 

Somebody did though. 

On Feb. 15 Steve got a letter 

'Adjustable Bike' 

A Trick Idea But 
Tough on Kathy 

Eighteen months ago, C. H. 
Schenck, Convair FW tool plan¬ 
ner, Dept. 24-1, and his six-year- 
old daughter, Kathy, were a dis¬ 
appointed pair. Kathy had a new 
bicycle—but her legs were too 
short to reach the pedals! 

Schenck would either have to 
buy a smaller bicycle to fit 
Kathy’s present needs—and then 



BICYCLE INVENTOR—C. H. 
Schenck, Convair FW Dept. 
24-1, has invented an "adjust¬ 
able bicycle" designed to fit 
children of all ages. Schenck de¬ 
veloped idea after six-year-old 
daughter Kathy had trouble in 
reaching pedals of her full-size 
bicycle. 



"ADJUSTABLE" BICYCLE — 
Sketch above shows how sprocket 
and pedals on full-size bicycle 
may be raised or lowered to fit 
children of all ages. Idea was 
eveloped by C. H. Schenck of 
Convair FW Dept. 24-1. 

a larger one later—or figure out 
a less expensive solution to the 
problem. 

So, he took Kathy’s brand new 
bicycle to the workshop and be¬ 
gan experimenting. Kathy didn’t 
recognize her prized possession 
after he welded, rewelded, and 
took it all apart. But now her 
inventor father has developed an 
“adjustable bicycle,” which al¬ 
lows for growing legs. The 
sprocket and pedals may be 
raised to fit short legs, and 
lowered until fully extended as 
the child grows older. 

Schenck has a “patent pend¬ 
ing” on his invention, and hopes 
to sell his idea to a manufac¬ 
turer. 

Meanwhile, the only person not 
too enthusiastic about the whole 
thing is daughter Kathy. Own¬ 
ing the only experimental model 
of the “adjustable bicycle” means 
it must be kept locked up in the 
workshop! 


written just five days previously 
in Zurich, Switzerland: 

Dear S. Ames: 

You are astouned to receive 
a letter from a foreign man 
and from a foreign country. 

I have found your addresse in a 
Convair HB-IRP by a control. 

I think you have worked some 
time in this airplane. I am 
very glad to correspond with 
a man of America. 

Excuse me, please, when I 
don’t write very good English. 

I am learning this language 
now in a scool. My mother 
tongue is Germany (spoken in 
Switzerland, among other lan¬ 
guages). 

I am a mechanic and 22 years 
old. I am very interessded for 
America, and I hope to hear 
more about his country from 
you. I work by the “Swissair.” 
This is our air traffic corpora¬ 
tion. Bat it is a little cor 
poration with 28 airplanes. 
Can you tell me how one work 
in California. I have heard, 
that it is a beautiful country 
and one don’t work so much so 
hardly as in Switzerland, is it 
so? 

We have winter now in Swit¬ 
zerland with very much snow. 
On a Sunday or Saturday 
afternoon we go to skie on the 
mountains. It is very beautiful. 

I don’t know your Christian 
name. I hope my letter is well- 
come to you and we can be 
good friends. You can call me 
Tony. 

Well, I hope you understand 
my leter and my bad English 
and write me soon. With best 
wishes from Switzerland. 

Tony 

My address: Tony Zust, Kir- 
chenfeld 87, Zurich 52, Switzer¬ 
land. 


'Artist's Album' 

Features Convair 

Copies of a “Cartoonist’s Air¬ 
craft Album” featuring Convair 
aircraft were in the hands of 250 
of the nation’s leading cartoon¬ 
ists this week, prepared by Con- 
vair’s Public Relations Depart¬ 
ment. 

The well illustrated booklet in¬ 
cludes pictures and diagrams of 
current Convair products, includ¬ 
ing two guided missiles. First 
copy was presented personally 
by Public Relations Director Em¬ 
mett McCabe to artist Gus Ar¬ 
riola of La Jolla, creator of the 
cartoon character Gordo. 

The book is designed as an aid 
to illustrators when called upon 
to sketch airplane designs. 


Laurent, Blackburn 
Named to Committee 

Two new members have been 
appointed to serve on the Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion Committee at 
Convair FW. B. E. Laurent, 
Dept. 31-1, succeeds G. S. Mott, 
Dept. 27, whose six months’ term 
has expired. J. R. Blackburn, 
Dept. 27-2, will finish the term 
of C. L. Coolidge, Dept. 37-09, 
who is on assignment in Niagara 
Falls, N. Y. 

The two new committee mem¬ 
bers were appointed as a result 
of their “active interest and par¬ 
ticipation in the Employee Sug¬ 
gestion plan,” according to J. E. 
Dering, cost reduction supervisor. 




“You’ve been driving for three 
years now. Don’t you think it’s 
about time you got up the nerve 
to take it out of second?” 


type. 

“But I’m not really supersti¬ 
tious,” said Davis. “I know the 
airplanes were darned good Con¬ 
vair products.” 

At any rate, Convair’s XP-81, 
“daddy” of the new Convair- 
Turboliner, carried one of the 
Davis charms. Frank helped de¬ 
sign it and then put in 35 hours 
at its controls before delivering 
it to the Army Air Force. He 
made most of its 47 flights in 
one year, including its first 
turboprop flight in December, 
1945. 

In those days of the first ex¬ 
periments with turboprop power 
and jet propulsion, only five 
years ago, the XP-81 was a sen¬ 
sation. At the time, it was the 
world’s most powerful fighter, 
with a speed of more than 500 
miles an hour. Its combination 
of turboprop and jet engines was 
designed to produce virtually as 
much Dower as all four engines 
on a B-29 Superfortress and to 
carry it on long-range escort mis¬ 
sions with bombers. It was 
America’s first aircraft to fly 
with a turbine powered propeller 
and the world’s first aircraft to 
fly with an engine specifically 
designed for that purpose. 

Jack Irvine, as chief develop¬ 
ment engineer of Vultee Division, 


together with Davis and their 
staff members, did the major de¬ 
sign work on the XP-81. Irvine 
is now assistant chief engineer, 
SD. 

Though the design promised 


much, the war had just ended, 
and interest in turboprop power 
on the part of the armed forces 
lagged before either engines or 
propellers could be perfected. 
Only two of the experimental air¬ 
craft were built and are now at 
Muroc, where they are being 
scrapped for parts. 

Experience gained in the de¬ 
velopment of the XP-81 was not 
lost, however, and now enables 
Convair to claim the lead in re¬ 
vived turboprop activity in Amer¬ 
ica, through the construction of 
the XP5Y1 for the Navy and the 
recent deal with Allison Division 
of General Motors for the Con¬ 
vair-Turboliner. 


JET EXHAUST 
THROUGH TAT 




DADDY OF 'EM ALL—Though it flew only five years ago at 
luroc, Convair XP-81 was world's first airplane to fly with a gas 
irbine engine designed for propeller drive. An escort fighter, it 
as built for a ranae of 2700 miles and a soeed of over 500 moh. 
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A B-36 INDOORS—That is what can be done at Rapid City Air Force Base, Rapid City, S. D., 
with this hangar called "largest single hangar" in world. Plane itself can withstand bitter cold with 
ease but maintenance men need warmer surroundings than the sub-zero climate frequently encoun¬ 
tered at Rapid City. 


LINK STUDENT—First to sign up for time on Convair's Link 
trainer on a cost basis was Chuck Taylor, laboratory technician at 
Convair SD's plant hospital. Taylor started flying in 1945 and has 
accumulated 200 hours, but has never had any Link instruction. 
"It's a real break for me, said he, "since similar training would cost 
me about three times as much anywhere else." 

Time in SD Link Trainer 
Offered Flyers at Cost 


Inspection and Flight depart¬ 
ment at Convair SD is offering 
to employees a limited amount 
of instruction on its Link trainer 
at the rate of $5 per hour, its 
cost to Convair. 

The Link is equipped with 
automatic radio compass, loop 
and radio receiver, plus many 
special gadgets and improve¬ 
ments by experienced instructor 


Karl Busch. 

Two courses are offered: 1. A 
prepartion for an instrument rat¬ 
ing. 2. Familiarization with the 
use of radio as an aid in pilotage. 

Link instruction is available 
after working hours on Tuesdays 
only, beginning at 4:15, 5:15 and 
6:15 p.m. For information and 
appointments, call Flight Dis¬ 
patch, Ext. 475. 


'Largest Hangar' Houses 
B-36 at Rapid City 

When the temperature's 20 or 30 below zero (as it frequently 
is), U. S. airmen and Convair personnel on duty at Rapid City Air 
Force Base, S. D., have at least one thing for which to be thankful: 
They can get more B-36s 


FW Basketball Teams End Second Half Play 

First and second shift intra¬ 
plant basketball teams expected 
to end season half play at Con¬ 
vair FW last week. 

Tooling remained undefeated 
in first shift play, with Feb. 23 
games remaining to be played at 
press time. Sub-Assembly follow¬ 


ed close behind with only one 
loss. The Tooling squad, winner 
also of first half honors, is cer¬ 
tain to enter city championship 
playoffs. A three-game playoff 
was necessary to break the tie 
between Machine Shop and Tool¬ 
ing on the second shift. 


GOING-AWAY PARTY—A surprise "stork" party was in order 
for Betty Jo Chernaskey, Dept. 6-4, when she left Convair FW 
Feb. 10. Looking over gifts are Marjorie Longeway, Mary Simpson, 
Isabel Zeh, Bettye Gates, Pauline Morton, Betty Jo, Marie Fain, 
Melba Perry, Jackie Nunley and Billie Harding. 


CRA STARTS 'EM YOUNG—Youngsters from toddlers to teens 
are learning to square dance in free classes held 7 p.m. every 
Monday by Convair Recreation Association at North Side Recre¬ 
ation Hall. A free class also is available for adults. After classes, 
more experienced dancers go through paces from 8 to 10 p.m. at 
same location. 


side the house" for servicing and 
maintenance than can any other 
AF base in the world! 

The Rapid City AF Base is 
the home of the 28th Bombard¬ 
ment Wing (Heavy) of the 15th 
Air Force, and is the only AF 
bombardment wing using B-36s 
except for the 7th Bombardment 
Wing (Heavy) of the Eighth Air 
Force at Carswell AF Base ad¬ 
jacent to Convair FW. 

The B-36 hangar of which 
Rapid AFB personnel are so 
proud is described by them as 
being the “largest single hangar" 
in the world, according to C. E. 
Laechelin, Convair FW field 
service representative sent there 
last fall by the FW's service 
engineering section (6-5) under 
Gus S. Green. 

B-36s are designed to with¬ 
stand coldest temperatures en¬ 
countered at extreme altitudes. 
These temperatures at times have 
been more than 100 degrees be¬ 
low zero. Thus, it is not neces¬ 
sary for the planes to be han- 
gared. 

But, Laechelin explains, it is 
necessary for men who are work¬ 
ing on the planes to have the 
benefit of more heat than 20 or 
30 below zero! Hence, the han¬ 
gar. 

The hangar is 314 feet long 
and 369 feet wide. It is 95 feet 
high, thus enabling B-36 crew¬ 
men to move the aircraft around 
without interference from steel 
trusses overhead such as are en¬ 
countered in the assembly build¬ 
ing at Convair FW. 

The structure covers approxi¬ 
mately three and one-half acres 
of ground, and 18 miles of radi¬ 
ant heating pipes are buried in 
the hangar floor. 

The centralized continental 
position of Rapid City, and excel¬ 
lent flying conditions of the 
region, are given as being largely 
responsible for the location of 
the B-36 wing at that spot. 

In event hostilities required 
Air Force B-36s to strike at an 
enemy across the polar wastes, 
the 28th Bombardment Wing 
would have a bit of a headstart 
on the Eighth Air Force wing— 
and would have a somewhat 
lesser distance to travel to and 
from the target. 

The base occupies more than 
2,284 acres on which are located 
365 buildings. It was officially 
opened in July, 1942, and during 
the war more than 8,500 officers 
and crewmen were trained for 
combat. 

There are now 363 officers on 
duty, and 2,453 airmen in addi¬ 
tion to 315 civilian employees. 
Military personnel is expected to 
increase when additional B-36 
bombers are assigned to the base. 

Eight B-36s already have been 
assigned to the base, and an 
additional 10 have been author¬ 
ized. Three supporting units are 
also based there: the 28th Main¬ 
tenance and Supply Group, the 
28th Air Base Group, and the 
28th Station Medical Group. 
These furnish supplies, mainte¬ 
nance, transportation, food and 
other services necessary to carry 
out the wing's mission. 

That mission is to conduct, 
during war-time, long range bom¬ 


bardment operations with all 
types of weapons," either inde¬ 
pendently or in cooperation with 
land or sea forces. It also organ¬ 
izes, trains and stages appropri¬ 
ate combat, service and support¬ 
ing units for theater or overseas 
deployment. 

Head man and commander at 
the RCAFB is Col. Albert T. Wil¬ 
son, West Point graduate and a 
veteran of 14 years' service in 
the Air Force. 

Commander of the 28th Bom¬ 
bardment Group is Col. William 
P. Brett. The three squadrons in 
the 28th, and their commanders, 
are: Lt. Col. Everett Best, 717th; 
Lt. Col. Charles C. Wimberly, 
718th; and Lt. Col. Solomon Cut- 
cher, 77th. 

The squadron commanders— 
and the men reporting to them— 
are the Air Force officers and 
men who fly the B-36s, and who 
in event of war would fight in 
them. 

Convair Representative Laeche¬ 
lin says that life is “99 per cent 
business" at Rapid City AFB, 
especially during the winter 


months. Mrs. Laechelin is the 
former Gean Goldstein, who work¬ 
ed in the Convair FW Contracts 
Department (11) until her hus¬ 
band was transferred to Rapid 
City. 

Gean, in letters to friends in 
Ft. Worth, jokes about the 
weather—even when it’s below 
zero. 

A recent letter started: 

“Reporting from igloo 603; 
the temperature is 10 below 
zero—but it's a funny thing. 
The sun is shining beauti¬ 
fully—and to look at it, you’d 
think it was 50 or 60 degrees. 
Except the snow doesn't melt! 
And there is a 45-mile-per-hour 
wind today! Br-r-r-r-r!" 

Rapid City, for which the AFB 
is named, had a population of 
14,000 before the base was acti¬ 
vated in 1942. Its population now 
is approximately 25,000. 


“Well, at least your boss gives 
you some time off occasionally.” 


Dept. 30 FW Operates for a Full Year 
Without a Disabling Accident 


Three hundred and sixty-five 
days—a full year—without a dis¬ 
abling injury. 

That's the record established 
Feb. 9 by Convair FW Machine 
Shop (Dept. 30), of which H. R. 
Montgomery is general foreman. 

Before the last disabling injury 
in that department, employees 
chalked up 357 consecutive days 
without loss of time from an 
occupational injury. In congratu¬ 
lating all employees and super¬ 
visors of the department, Fabri¬ 
cation Supt. W. E. Magnuson 
said, in part: 

“This achievement is particu¬ 
larly noteworthy in view of the 
fact that during the same period 
the department's realization 
(work accomplished per man 
hour worked) was increased, and 
the number of rejections de¬ 
creased. 


“This accomplishment has been 
made possible by the high degree 
of cooperation between all em¬ 
ployees and supervision, and the 
fine work done by the Work¬ 
men’s Safety Committees. 

“With this same effort in the 
future, I have no doubt that the 
record can be bettered." 

During the record year, the 
department had an average of 
approximately 350 employees and 
worked approximately 700,000 
man hours. 

Employees who served on the 
department’s Safety Committee 
during the period were: First 
shift, A. E. Iker, D. W. Holmes, 
O. H. Bernhardt, R. P. Bass, Joe 
Rozina, W. P. Mullennix, W. W. 
Fenley Jr., L. H. Noble, and H. 
G. Woolbright; second shift, W. 
A. Price, E. F. Jackson, R. L. 
McDowell, and M. D. Beck. 


SEEING DOUBLE?—Not quite, but almost. These are first shift 
(above and second shift safety committee members of FW Machine 
Shop (Dept. 30) as Fabrication Supt. W. E. Magnuson, left, reads 
announcement department has completed 365 days without dis¬ 
abling injury. H. R. Montgomery, Machine Shop general foreman, 
stands beside Magnuson. 
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Inspector Nabs 
Bird Title In 
Dallas Tourney 

When Roy Harrison, Convair 
FW inspector, Dept. 27-0, walked 
off with men’s veteran’s doubles 
honors at the Southwestern Bad¬ 
minton tournament in Dallas re¬ 
cently, he simply added another 
trophy to his growing collection. 

Harrison serves as president of 
the Texas Badminton Associa¬ 
tion, and has been swinging a 
“mean racquet” for 11 years. At 
present he ranks seventh among 
men’s singles players in Texas. 

He started his winning career 
in 1940 by taking the Texas Bad¬ 
minton Association doubles 
crown. In 1941, he was Texas 
^ingles champion. His own fam- 
y can furnish him plenty of 
competition, however. Mrs. Har- 



BADMINTON EXPERT —Roy 
Harrison, Convair FW inspector, 
Dept. 27-0, is one of top bad¬ 
minton players in Texas. Harri¬ 
son is president of Texas Bad¬ 
minton Association and recently 
teamed with a Dallas player 
to win men's veteran's doubles 
championship at Southwestern 
Badminton tournament. 

rison is ranked sixth among 
women players in Texas. As a 
mixed doubles team, the Harri¬ 
sons rank fifth in the state. 

Almost every week-end is filled 
with badminton activities for the 
Harrisons. They plan to enter 
Oklahoma open championship 
play, March 11-12 in Ponca City, 
and participate in the Texas Bad¬ 
minton Association tournament 
March 24-25 in Waco. If pos¬ 
sible, Harrison plans to enter 
the U. S. National Badminton 
tournament April 3-5 in Balti¬ 
more, Maryland. Marten Mendez, 
Convair SD player, won the na¬ 
tional crown at the tournament 
last spring. 

Other Convair players who 
participated in the Southwestern 
Badminton tournament in which 
Harrison won doubles honors in¬ 
clude Walter Bradley, Phil Ma- 
haffey, E. V. Ellsworth Jr., and 
Leo Wilson. 

Harrison will move from Dal¬ 
las to Ft. Worth soon, and ex¬ 
pects to become an active partici¬ 
pant in Convair FW badminton 
" •‘tvities. 


FW Bowlers Enter 
Tourney in Wichita 

Members of three Convair FW 
bowling teams have entered the 
Southwest Bowling Association 
tournament to be held in Wichita, 
Kan., March 4-5. The teams are 
Convair, CRA, and Machine 
Shop, No. 3. 

Bowlers on the Convair squad 
are Johnny Harpstrite, Paul 
Johnson, Woodie Henderson, A. J. 
Fletcher and Newt Halbrook. 
CRA team members include Joe 
Portwood, Vic Gallagher, H. G. 
Starkey, A. J. Baskin and John 
Owens. Machine Shop No. 3 is 
made up of second shift bowlers 
E. Damico, A. H. Wenzel, C. 
Dixon, W. Doom and D. Brown¬ 
ing. The bowlers are paying 
their own expenses to participate 
in this competition, and their 
entry is not a CRA-sponsored 
event. 



Driving Finish Ahead as SD 
Keglers Enter Home Stretch 


With the home stretch in sight, 
Convair SD bowlers in the 850, 
825 and 800 scratch leagues set¬ 
tled down to hard driving this 
week in an effort to be first at 
the wire. The last games are set 
for March 31. 

In the 850 division Tool Plan¬ 
ning, up until last Friday, held 
a five game lead over Engineer¬ 
ing. However, three other teams, 
Pin Dusters, Fuselage and Mis¬ 
fits were still in the race and ca¬ 
pable of overtaking the leaders. 
Observers pointed out that the 
picture can change quickly, as 
four games are played one eve¬ 
ning a week and a hot team can 
rapidly erase a margin of five 
and more games. Tool Planning 
has been bolstered by the addi¬ 
tion of Jim Evans who is rolling 
around 190, while Engineering 
continues with its original line¬ 
up. Fuselage has been a “sur¬ 
prise” team in this league, fool¬ 
ing the railbirds who picked them 
for the bottom on early perform¬ 
ance. Also noteworthy is the 
high series of 2,761 bowled by 
Sheet Metal, a new three-game 
total for the loop. 

The 825 league appears to be 
a two-horse race between Elec¬ 
tric Bench and Experimental. The 
former holds high series at 2,715. 
H. R. Juvrud of Accounting con¬ 
tinues to hold high game of the 

Girl Bowlers Place 
Fifth in Tournament 

Convair FW girl bowlers 
placed fifth in the Ft. Worth 
Women’s Bowling Association 
Tournament which ended last 
week at the Race Bowl. The FW 
team, with a 2,693 score, was 
composed of Ann Siler, Marion 
Short, Louise Henderson, Mejuan 
Griggs and Sara Jackson. Jackie 
Kennedy, also Convair, placed 
fifth in singles with 598. 


season with 254 with Maurice 
Wolfe of Machine Shop register¬ 
ing 623 for high series. 

Three teams — Mechanical 
Maintenance, Welding and Ex¬ 
perimental No. 1—were giving 
each other a hard time in the 800 
division, competing for the lead. 
Welding holds the high game 
thus far of 943 while Mechanical 
Maintenance is on top with 2,641 
for high series. Ralph Long of 
Welding recently toppled Orlo 
Templeton of Mechanical Mainte¬ 
nance for high game of the sea¬ 
son by rolling 258, one pin better 
than Templeton’s effort. 

Two CRA Basketball 
Teams Assured Of 
Berths in Playoff 

Convair Recreation Association 
last week was assured of having 
two teams scrapping for honors 
in the Ft. Worth 1950 city-wide 
basketball playoffs. 

One contender was the Convair 
team which won ten straight 
games against other city teams 
to take the championship of the 
Ft. Worth Industrial League, and 
to go into the playoffs, against 
four other teams. 

The Convair squad on Feb. 21 
defeated their traditional rivals, 
the Carswell Air Force Base 
quintet, by 51-42 on Feb. 14. They 
trimmed Buddie’s Used Car, 57 
to 36. 

Manager Ed Tucknies, admit¬ 
ting he’s a bit optimistic, said he 
believed his men have a good 
chance in city playoffs “if they 
continue to burn up the court 
like they have been the last two 
games.” He gave credit to Center 
A1 Cose and Forward Coy Per¬ 
kins for sparking the team.. Win¬ 
ner of the CRA sponsored intra¬ 
plant First Shift League also will 
compete in the playoffs. 


Rods and Reels Await Fishermen Who 
Report Best Catches Before March 31 

The Convair FW six months’ fishing contest will end March 31, 
when fishermen turning in the best catches will be awarded fishing 
equipment prizes. 

A bait casting rod and reel will be awarded the fisherman 
turning in proof of the largest bass caught in Texas waters from 
October through March. A fly rod and automatic reel will be 
awarded the fisherman turning in proof of the largest bass. 

The fish must be weighed before cleaning and certified by a 
commercial fishing camp, freezing locker or sporting goods store. 
Proof must be registered with Employee Service Section in Indus¬ 
trial Relations Department at Convair FW not later than March 31. 



BAG BEATER—Newly installed 
punching bag in CRA Clubhouse 
at SD takes punishment from 
Eddie Rinks of Dept. 102, former 
ring contender. Equipment for 
exercise recently was installed for 
benefit of any SD men wishing 
to work out. 


Engineers Leading 
In Table Tennis 

At the end of the third round 
in CRA table tenis team play at 
Convair SD, Engineer’s four-man 
entry held a four-game margin 
over second place Industrial Re¬ 
lations. 

The Engineers have dropped 
only eight matches and have 
won 52. Their greatest competi¬ 
tion came from sixth place In¬ 
strumentation which nicked them 
for six matches in a 20 match 
encounter. Dept. 6’s other losses 
were to Dept. 4 and Dept. 235, 
one match each. 

Six rounds are yet to go, ex¬ 
pected to cover another two 
months, John Lockwood, CRA 
commissioner," announced. 
Matches are played Monday 
through Thursday from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 in CRA Clubhouse at SD. 
Standings are: 


TEAM W. L. 

Dept. 6 ....-. 52 8 

Dept. 3 .-.....— 48 12 

Dept. 22 ...-. 44 16 

Dept. 250 ...-.-. 34 26 

Radio Lab.-.— 31 29 

Instrumentation .-.—- 21 39 

Dept. 235 ......... 20 40 

Dept. 25..-... 18 42 

Dept. 24... 16 44 

Dept. 4..-.-... 16 44 



GETTING READY—Looking over baseball equipment in prep¬ 
aration for Convair FW try-outs this week, are left to right, W. W. 
Womble, head baseball coach and co-commissioner of the sport, 
and Jack Brittain, commissioner. 


SD Bowling 

HANDICAP LEAGUE 

TEAM 

Contracts .-. 

Gutter Dusters . 

Primary Assembly 


W. 

66 
66 
63 

Misfit Jrs. 62 

62 
59 
50 
48 
47 


Navigators 
Plaster Termites 

Five Strikes . 

Army Air Force 
Jigs & Fixtures 

Topple rs .—. 47 

Convairiety . 45 

Tabbies .-. 41 

Screwballs . 41 

Mighty Five . 40 

Grave Diggers . 39 

Fuselage . 24 

800 SCRATCH 

Mech. Maint. 59 

Welding ..-.-. 57 

Exp. No. 1 . 55 

Sub. Assy. B-50 . 53 

Material .—. 46 

Boeing Nose . 46 

Inspection . 39 

Engineering . 36 

Exp. No. 2 . 28 

Tool Planning . 21 

825 SCRATCH 

TEAM W. 

Electric Bench . 59 

Experimental . 57 

Machine Shop . 52 

B-50 Nose . 51 

Handicapers .—. 40 

Accounting . 39 

Sheet Metal . 33 

Wood Shop . 21 

850 SCRATCH 

Tool Planning . 55 


Engineering 
Pin Dusters .... 

Fuselage . 

Misfits . 

Sheet Metal ... 
Convair Liner 
Experimental .. 


50 

49 

46 

45 

38 

38 

31 


FW Bowling 

SECOND SHIFT 

TEAM W. 

Machine Shop No. 2 .. 71 

Poinsettias —. 58 


Alley Cats . 

Machine Shop No. 3 . 

Peacemakers . 

Machine Shop No. 1 . 

Tooling Huskies . 

Misfires ... 


56 

54 

53 

50 

44 

41 


Alluminators .— 41 


82 Hopefuls 
Cowtown Yankees 

Bomberdears .. 

Armament . 

Bomberchamps . 


38 
36 
36 
28 
. 18 


735 LEAGUE 

Alley Bowl .-.. 58 

Dead End Kids ...». 47 

Shuffleboard Casino . 47 

Dundee Clothes Inc. 46 

Broiler Cafe —. 46 

Louis Daiches Jeweler —. 42 

San Mar Restaurant . 40 

Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil .... 40 

Ben Moody Service Station . 38 

Shur Fit Optical . 36 

800 LEAGUE 

Canada Dry . 

Superior —.—. 

Corbin .... 

C & G 


60 
57 
57 
53 

Blackhawk ... 45 

Johnnie Johnson .. 33 

2222 Dinner ..—. 24 


Keg Store 

ENGINEERING 

Trouble Shooters .-.- 

Howeth Texaco .-. 

Hard Heads . 

Saucer Tossers .-... 

Jug Heads ... 

Wing Dings . 

Hedge Hoppers . 

Abra Cadabras .-... 

Trojans —. 

Po Slokes .—... 

Snail Pacers . 

Drag Counts . 

Atomizers .-. 

Z-Ions 


23 

75 

59 

59 

54 

54 

54 

50 

50 

50 

48 

49 
46 

. 44 


The Clippers . 34 

49’ers .-. 34 

650 LEAGUE 

Bomb Bay .... 

So. Col. of Comm. —. 

Industrial Engineers . 

Welders . 

F.I.T.U... 

Plant Engineers . 

Jugheads . 

Yard Birds .—._. 

Tool Designers . 

Accounting . 


L. 

34 

34 

37 

38 
38 

41 
50 

52 

53 
53 
55 
59 

59 

60 
61 
76 

29 

31 

33 

35 

42 
42 
49 
62 
60 
67 


L. 

29 

31 

36 

37 

48 

49 
55 
67 

33 

38 

39 

42 

43 

50 
50 
57 


L. 

17 

30 

32 

34 

35 

38 
44 
47 

47 
50 
52 
52 
60 
70 

30 
41 

41 

42 

42 
46 

48 
48 
50 
52 

28 

31 
31 
35 

43 

55 

64 

65 

25 

41 

41 

46 

46 

46 

50 

50 

50 
52 

51 

54 

56 
60 

66 
66 

23 

27 

39 
43 
43 
48 
48 
50 

52 

55 


FW DROPS BADMINTON 
MATCH TO DALLAS 

The Dallas Badminton Club 
defeated Convair FW badminton 
players in match play, Feb. 19 
at Carswell Air Force Base. Con¬ 
vair players included E. V. Ells¬ 
worth, Leo Wilson, Phil Mahaf- 
fey, Walter Bradley and John 
Cates. Roy Harrison, also of 
Convair, played for Dallas. 


Ball Players 
Meet Tonight 

An organization meting of all 
Convair FW baseball players and 
team managers will be held at 
7:30 tonight (March 1) at the 
Recreation Hall on West Vickery. 

Final plans for spring try-outs 
will be made, according to Jack 
Brittain, baseball and softball 
commissioner. All those who ex¬ 
pect to try out for team positions 
or are interested in team man¬ 
agement are urged to attend. 
G. T. Day, Dept. 62, former man¬ 
ager of McKinney, Tex., clubs 
and former semi-pro player, will 
serve as Convair team captain. 

All who plan to try out but 
can’t attend are asked to contact 
Brittain at home at Lockwood 
6809, or W. W. Womble, co-com¬ 
missioner and head baseball 
coach at Lockwood 6508. 


Fourteen Win In 
CRA Golf Sweeps 

Ken Ellis’ 76 took low gross 
honors Feb. 18 at La Mesa Golf 
Club during the monthly CRA 
sweepstakes at Convair SD. 

Dick Ransdell, Frank Csupak 
and Bob Saley finished in that 
order in the first handicap divi¬ 
sion while in the second group 
Pete Saad took low gross with an 
83 and Fred Grossher held low 
net with Frank Smyer second. 
Henry Johnson, Bob Driver, T. 
Siebel and Charles O’Rourke tied 
for third. 

Owen Stockton’s 94 took low 
gross in the third handicap group 
while William Flenniken and F. 
Boley tied for first net followed 
by Jerry Owen. 


Softball Workouts 
Start Soon at SD 

SD softball players were urged 
to get the kinks out of their arms 
and legs this week and start 
thinking about the coming sea¬ 
son. 

CRA Commissioner Tony Ber- 
ardini announced that workouts 
will start the latter part of this 
month and city league play will 
begin about May 1 with a pre¬ 
season tournament. Plant leagues 
are expected to begin in June. 



HIGH TEAM —Convair FW 
bowlers, left to right, A. W. 
Wenzel and Al Damico, rolled 
highest score, 1172, in Class "B" 
doubles of 1950 City Bowling 
Association tournament recently 
at FW. Both were awarded tro¬ 
phies. 
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Maintenance Men Work Round-the-Clock to Keep No. 23 in Air 



NO STOPPING—Here are FW Maintenance crews shown beside their favorite 
airplane, B-36 No. 23. They maintained ship on 24-hour basis to expedite Per¬ 
formance Evaluation test flying. At left is first shift crew on duty from 7 a.m. to 
3:45 when relieved by second shift men (center) that kept going, until 12:15 a.m. 


At right is third shift team that arrived at midnight, continued until 7 a.m. when 
relieved by first shift. Close coordination reduced time between test flights to 
minimum. 



(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


The CRA Employee Council at its February meeting approved 
plans for an ice skating activity for the remainder of the skating 
season and the activity is well under way. 

First session was held Feb. 24 and there will be another, Tues¬ 
day night, March 7. It’s at Will Rogers Coliseum, and admission 
is free to all Convair employees and members of their immediate 
families who accompany them. 

Whether you're a beginner or an old-timer on skates, free 
instruction is available if you want it from professionals who really 
know their figure eights. 

Ice opens at 6:30 p.m. Instruction is from 7 to 8 p.m. From 
then until 10:15 p.m., you’re on your own. If you want more 
information, telephone the CRA desk in Employee Services Section, 
Ext. 5141, or Fred Bates, temporary ice skating chairman, Ext. 
3164. 


* * * 

CRA bowlers—and there are more than 300 of them who crowd 
the alleys every week—are considering setting up a CRA Bowling 
Club, according to H. G. Starkey, bowling commissioner. A com¬ 
mittee is outlining objectives and purposes in rough form, after 
which the proposal will be submitted to a general vote. Committee 
members are C. B. Mitchella, chairman; Harry Carlberg, G. Symm, 
and E. Damico. 

* * * 

CRA Employee Council has authorized the start of a stamp 
collecting group. Gene Fouts, Engineering, has been ram-rodding 
the thing. There’ll be contests, auctions, swapping, buying, selling, 
lectures, quiz games and what not, again all sponsored by CRA. 
The group also will welcome coin collectors. If you’re interested, 
contact Fouts or the CRA office 5141. 

* * * 

The CRA’s western serial, a 15-chapter shoot ’em up labeled 
“Valley of Vanishing Men,” is proving popular with Convair FW 
factory lunch-time movie goers. The serial is shown every Thurs¬ 
day during the factory lunch period in the main 50-foot aisle. It 
stars Wild Bill Elliott and Slim Summerville. 

* * * 

Chances are that CRA will sponsor a concert band—if 
there are enough Convair FW musicians interested in partici¬ 
pating. Such a band could give concerts for Convair families, 
could provide music at various events—and provide a lot of fun 
for the band members. All musicians interested are invited to 
list their names with the CRA office in the Employee Service 
Section, Ext. 5141. They’ll be notified of what develops. 


BADMINTON—John Cates, commissioner, ext. 2103. Weekly sessions from 7 to 
10 p.m. each Sunday at Carswell Air Force gymnasium. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Players interested in trying 
out for team positions contact Brittain or W. W. Womble, co-commissioner, LO-6508. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 3263. Assistant bowling com¬ 
missioner, C. G. Phink, ext. 3145, second shift. Contact the following secretaries 
if you wish to enter any of the bowling leagues: Secretary of 800 League, C. B. 
Mitchella, ext. 3250, 2107 ; 735 League, George Symm, ext. 3153 ; 650 League, G. W. 
Partridge, ext. 2102. 

BRIDGE—Herb Helstrem, commissioner, ext. 2255. Bridge Club meets at 7:30 
p.m. every Thursday in the main dining room of the Blackstone Hotel. It is not 
necessary to be an expert or advanced player to participate. Everyone i s welcome, 
beginner or master player. Instructions will be furnished if necessary. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Classes in basic 
photography for beginners at 8 p.m. every Wednesday at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Play every Friday at 7:30 
p.m. at Y.W.C.A. Both beginners and experienced players welcome. Contact Ivy. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS CLUB—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olson, ext. 4116. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 2288. 

GOLF—F. F. Gignilliat, commissioner, ext. 4106. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 
Plant-wide fishing contest under way until March 31. Register for prizes at 
Employee Services section. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, temporary chairman, ext. 3164. Classes and open 
skating each Tuesday. Ice opens 6:30 p.m. Instruction by professionals 7 to 8 p.m., 
skating 8 to 10:15 p.m., Will Rogers Coliseum. No admission charge to Convair 
employees or members of their families. Rental skates available for 25 cents. 

MOVIES—Western serial, “Valley of Vanishing Men” at 11 a.m. each Thursday, 
main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Dancing 8 to 10 
p.m. each Monday at North Side Recreation Bldg. Children's classes, 7 to 8 p.m., 
adult beginners 8 to 9 p.m., East and West class rooms. 

STAMP COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, temporary chairman, ext. 4239. Organi¬ 
zation plans now being made. Interested collectors contact Fouts. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Names of depart¬ 
ment champions must be registered with Lee by today, March 1. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Plans 
now being made for spring and summer activities. CRA members interested in 
swimming, boating, water skiing or other water sports contact Sauerenmann, 


B-36 Completes 
Record Flight 
Testing Series 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Similar information on the dis¬ 
tance the plane rolls as it lands 
also is supplied in this fashion. 

The analysis was the work of 
flight analysts in the Flight 
department, aerodynamicists in 
Engineering, and a trio of civil¬ 
ians from AMC, C. W. Oliver, 
E. W. Donlap and G. Adams. 

To accomplish the flight test 
program as quickly as possible, 
a Flight department maintenance 
crew was on duty during the pe¬ 
riod for each of the three shifts. 
As soon as one flight was com¬ 
pleted, the maintenance crew 
then on duty began preparing 
the ship for the next flight test, 
thus minimizing between-flight 
periods. 

From the data gathered the 
Aerodynamics section will pre¬ 
pare a handbook which (when 
approved by AMC) will be sup¬ 
plied to pilots and flight crews 
of B-36s to aid them in planning 
missions. 


‘Quick Lift' Saves 
Man Beneath Auto 

A Convair FW man’s strength 
of arm and knowledge of lifting 
recently prevented serious injury 
to a Ft. Worth resident who was 
trapped beneath his own motor 
car.) 

P. L. Wise, 220 pounds, most 
of it muscle, was at the home of 
his mother-in-law in Liberator 
Village when he heard a cry for 
help. Ed Henderson, 630 Young¬ 
blood Street, Liberator Village, 
had been working underneath his 
auto when the jack slipped and 
the car pinned him to the 
ground. No other jack was avail¬ 
able and time was running out. 

“Then I remembered how when 
I was younger I used to lift our 
car with my back while someone 
shoved a jack underneath. So I 
just grabbed hold of this car and 
lifted it up!” Wise recalled. 

Henderson crawled to safety, 
escaping with minor injuries. 

“Cars are a lot heavier now 
than when I was a kid,” was 
Wise’s only comment. 


TROMBLEY DIES 
W. J. (Lefty) Trombley, 58, 
a Convair SD employee from 
1940 until 1945 and widely known, 
died Feb. 16 at- his San Diego 
home. At One time he was as¬ 
sistant to the factory manager 
and later was salvage superin¬ 
tendent. 


MARY ANN HUDSON 
WINS CANASTA TILT 
Mary Ann Hudson, Convair 
FW, Dept. 8, won the first 
monthly Canasta Club tourna¬ 
ment which ended Feb. 17. 
Forty-two players participated, 
according to L. G. Ivy, CRA co¬ 
commissioner. 



AMC FLIGHT CREW—Members of flight crew assigned to Con¬ 
vair FW for Air Materiel Command evaluation tests of Convair B-36 
and equipment were (left to right): Maj. B. L. Grubaugh, pilot; 
Capt. R. D. Smith, pilot; Capt. J. G. Barnes, flight engineer; M/Sgt. 
H. W. Ridge, flight engineer; M/Sgt. J. C. Price, scanner; and 
S/Sgt. C. T. Duke, scanner. 


SD Watercolor Class 
Started in Park 

A water color workshop includ¬ 
ing instruction in water color 
technique, composition, color, 
drawing, landscape or still life, 
for beginners or advanced stu¬ 
dents has been started at Spanish 
Village Art Center, Balboa Park. 

Classes meet Mondays at 7:30 
p.m. Cost is six lesson for $6. 
A day class meets Wednesdays, 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Students 
may start any time. Instructor 
is Jeanne Rimmer, telephone 
F-0873. 


LIGHTER LOST 

Louise Homeyer, Convair FW, 
Dept. 9-1, reports the loss of a 
red leather Ronson cigarette 
lighter, Feb. 7, in parking lot 
No. 5. The lighter was a Christ¬ 
mas gift. Louise can be reached 
at Ext. 2270 or Sunset 3250. 



AMC TEST ENGINEERING— 

Engineering work for evaluation 
tests of Convair B-36—both on 
ground and in flight—was per¬ 
formed for AMC by this trio (left 
to right): C. W. Oliver, E. W. 
Donlop and G. Adams. 



FIRST STICKER—D. C. Burrows, Convair FW assistant division 
manager, is shown buying first Town and Country Safety Club 
memberships at Convair FW from Jean Nolden, of Material Depart¬ 
ment. Burrows' purchase opened traffic safety campaign in plant. 
Members pledge to drive "under 30 in town, under 60 in country," 































Convair Gets Chance to Say Thanks' For Red 


Convair families received al¬ 
most $150,000 in aid from the 
American Red Cross after the 
disastrous flood in Ft. Worth a 
year ago. 

This week, all Convair em¬ 
ployees have a chance to say 
“thanks” in a practical way. 

The annual American Red 
Cross fund campaign is under 
way. 

Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice- 
president and FW Division man¬ 
ager, in urging all Convair em¬ 
ployees to contribute generously, 
said: 


“Two hundred and sixty Con¬ 
vair employees whose homes were 
flooded received a total of $141,- 
227.22 from the Red Cross last 
year. These awards ranged up to 
almost $2,500 for one Convair 
family. 

“The Red Cross helped these 
Convair people without being 
asked to do so—and with no in¬ 
tention that the money should 
ever be returned in any way, 
shape or form. All we’re asked 
to do now is to make our usual 
Red Cross campaign contribu¬ 


tions. Certainly we could do no 
less. I have no doubt that Con¬ 
vair folks will meet and exceed 
their quota—as they have always 
done in the past.” 

Under the direction of M. L. 
Hicks as campaign chairman, 
solicitation got under way Mon¬ 
day, and will continue until every 
single Convair employee has been 
contacted personally and given 
th e opportunity to participate. 
Hicks reminded employees that 
the total contribution of Ameri¬ 
can Red Cross to flood-stricken 
Ft. Worth families was approxi¬ 


mately $1,800,000, more than FW 
citizens are asked to contribute 
over a period of many years. 

Disaster relief, however, is only 
one of the many things which 
the Red Cross contributes to the 
American way of life, Hicks add¬ 
ed. He cited the fact that in the 
fiscal year just closed the Red 
Cross assistance to members of 
the Armed Services and their 
families totaled $18,214,700. Red 
Cross assistance to veterans and 
members of their families totaled 
$17,137,600. Red Cross expendi- 


Cross Help 

tures to establish a nation-wide 
blood bank system totaled 
$7,300,900. And that other Red 
Cross services included packages 
for stricken families overseas, 
first aid instruction, home nurs¬ 
ing care, life-saving instruction, 
and many others. 

Said Hicks: “The American 
Red Cross has rendered invalu¬ 
able assistance to Convair folks 
and to Air Force people with 
whom we are so closely asso¬ 
ciated. This is our chance, in 
turn, to help the Red Cross.” 


FW Group insurance 
Benefits Increased; 
New Chance to Join 





MAIDEN CRUISE—Convair's XP5Y-I flying boat made its first "solo" trip on San Diego Bay 
Monday, March 6, a few minutes after noon. The turboprop-powered super seaplane cruised up and 
down bay several times before being returned to its dock for evaluation of taxi tests. Upper photo 
shows U. S. Naval Air Station in background. Lower pictures show boat as power was increased. 
Ship was not permitted to "plane" however on its initial taxi runs. 


Said Hall: “You can be sure it 
will be a complete circus from 
start to finish—from the opening 
parade of performers and clowns, 
the concert by the circus band— 
and right on through to the 
grand finale.” 


New and increased benefits for Convair FW employees 
who are members of Convair's Group Insurance Plan— 
and a new opportunity for all other employees to join in 
the plan without a physical examination—were announced 


this week by Convair. 

The new and increased benefits 
are provided to all employee- 
members without additional cost 
to the members. 

Complete details of the Group 
Insurance Plan, including the 
new benefits and increases, are 
contained in a new booklet. Copies 
will be mailed to each employee 
at the home address shown on 
withholding tax statements re¬ 
cently mailed to all employees. 

Employees who are members 
were urged to study the booklets 
in order that they may fully 
understand the coverage provided 
by the policies for themselves 
and their dependents. 

Employees who are not now 
members were urged to recon¬ 
sider whether they now wish to 
join. It was emphasized that 
these employees and their de¬ 
pendents may join in the plan 
without taking physical examina¬ 
tions only if they apply for mem¬ 


bership between March 20 and 
March 31. On and after April 1, 
physical examinations again will 
be required before membership 
can be obtained. 

Briefly, employee members and 
their dependents receive these 
increased benefits as of April 1: 

1. Daily benefits for hospital 
board and room charges will be 
increased from $7.20 to $8 per 
day. 

2. Maximum amount payable 
for hospital charges other than 
charges for board and room 
will be increased from $60 to 
$80. In addition, maximum re¬ 
imbursement for diagnostic 
X-ray and laboratory fees will 
apply to charges made by hos¬ 
pital as well as outside labora¬ 
tories and clinics. 

3. Surgical fee benefits 
schedule will be revised to pro¬ 
vide higher amounts for certain 
operations. Maximum amount 

(Continued on page 8) 
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FW Wins National 
Safety Recognition 


Circus Signed to Give Shows 
For Convair FW in April 


Convair FW, for the first time 
in its history, on March 25 will 
be presented the Distinguished 
Service to Safety Award by the 
National Safety Council. 

News of the forthcoming 
award came from Ned H. Dear¬ 
born, Chicago, president of the 
National Safety Council. 

Formal presentation of the 
award will be made at the March 
25 meeting of the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club by a representa¬ 
tive of the National Safety Coun¬ 
cil. Said Dearborn: 


ed up the highest accident pre¬ 
vention score in history of the 
division. 

The disabling accident fre¬ 
quency rate was reduced 12.5 
under that of the previous year, 
and 34 per cent under the 1942- 
48 average. The severity record 
was reduced 68 per cent under 
1948, and 60 per cent under the 
1942-48 average. Highlight of 
the year was a total of 2,397,613 
man hours worked from March 9 
to April 8 without a disabling 
injury. 


“This award is given only to 
those organizations which have 
achieved an outstanding safety 
record. Your Ft. Worth division 
has demonstrated that it deserves 
this award by establishing safety 
rates substantially below the 
most recent averages for similar 
organizations, and by showing 
marked improvement in compari¬ 
son with the previous year. 

“The directors and staff of the 
National Safety Council join me 
in extending to Convair people 
our heartiest congratulations on 
this fine achievement, and our 
best wishes for the continued suc¬ 
cess of your accident prevention 
program.” 

The award comes as a result 
of Convair FW’s record during 
1949, in which the division mark- 


Starkey to 
Follow Hall 
AsCRAHead 

Four Convair men to serve 
as Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation Ft. Worth officers for 
the 1950-51 fiscal year were 
elected at a meeting last 
week of the CRA Employee 
Council. New officers are: 

President, H. G. Starkey, tool 
engineer in Tool Planning and 
Design (24-1), who has been 
CRA commissioner for bowling 
since inception of CRA. He also 
is currently serving as chairman 
of the CRA budget committee 
which will submit to the Em¬ 
ployee Council this month its 
recommendation on the CRA bud¬ 
get for the 1950-51 fiscal year. 
Starkey will succeed C. J. Hall of 
Accounting (9). 

Vice-president, Finn Wahl, of 
Machine Shop (Dept. 30), who 
is CRA commissioner for the 
plant-wide horseshoe pitching 
activity. Jack Brittain, Wing 
Structure (45), retiring vice- 
president, continues as softball 
and baseball commissioner. 

Secretary, Walter Bradley, of 
Industrial Engineering, who is 
CRA commissioner for tennis. 

Treasurer, John Scott (Con¬ 
tracts FW), who has been serv- 
(Continued on page 8) 


W. P. WOODS 

Woods Named 
Superintendent 

W. P. Woods, who went to 
work as a jig builder when the 
Convair FW plant opened in 
1942, has been appointed super¬ 
intendent of the plant’s three 
Final Assembly departments (47, 
50 and 73). 

The announcement of Woods’ 
promotion from general foreman 
responsible for Tool Room and 
Fixtures (Dept. 81) to the super¬ 
intendency was made by C. H. 
White, factory manager. 

Since coming to Convair, 
Woods successively has been pro¬ 
moted to leadman, assistant fore¬ 
man, foreman and general fore¬ 
man. A native of Oklahoma, 
(Continued on page 8) 


CRA Slates 
Three Free 
Night Shows 

The “circus is coming" to 
town — and exclusively for 
Convair FW employees and 
members of their families. 

That was the announcement 
made this week by C. J. Hall, 
president of the Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association, which will bear 
the entire cost of the circus so 
that tickets will be entirely free 
for Convair families. 

The troupe will be the na¬ 
tionally famous Gainesville 
Community Circus, which has 
showed to individual audiences 
ranging upward of 100,000 
persons in the 21 years of its 
colorful history. The circus 
from the little Texas town of 
Gainesville is the subject of a 
motion picture now being pro¬ 
duced by Hollywood, and a con¬ 
siderable portion of the film 
will be from scenes made in 
Gainesville, itself. 

The circus will be in Will 
Rogers Coliseum, Thursday, Fri¬ 
day and Saturday nights, April 
27, 28, 29. 

Special arrangements will be 
made for second shift employees 
to have first call on tickets for 
the Saturday night performance, 
in order that they may have an 
opportunity to attend with their 
families without interfering with 
their work. 


Employees on other shifts may 
have their choice of the Thurs¬ 
day or Friday night perform¬ 
ances, so long as the tickets last. 

“Tickets will be free,” Hall 
explained, “but tickets will be 
required for admission to the 
show.” 


Only as many tickets will be 
issued as there is seating ca¬ 
pacity in the coliseum, but special 
arrangements are being made to 
provide the largest possible num¬ 
ber of seats. Tickets available 
will be distributed first come, 
first served, in each department 
on each shift on a proportionate 
ratio basis in order that distribu¬ 
tion will be as fair and equitable 
as possible. 

The circus will be a three- 
ring show which will include 
not less than 20 acts, and not 
less than 100 performers and 
animals. 


FORT WORTH EDITION 

★ ★ ★ 

The circus is coming, to town! 
Make your plans now. 
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Service Pins 

FT. WORTH 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Feb. 11 through March 5: 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 6, G. B. Clay¬ 
ton Jr. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 7, C. H. White; 
Dept. 6, W. A. Clegem ; Dept. 81, E. B. 
Dennis. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, J. D. Ashby, 
V. A. McConathy, M. A. Dozier, J. M. 
Roper ; Dept. 6, E. H. Weitzman ; Dept. 
9, J. D. Farrell, M. A. Jones, R. P. 
Steward, L. B. Vanek; Dept. 12, H. D. 
Ash lock, C. R. Tarpley. 

Dept. 20, G. B. Wohlford; Dept. 22, C. 
H. Hamilton; Dept. 24, W. M. Frye; 
Dept. 25, R. T. Davis Jr., G. Kirk, F. D. 
Kneeland, E. W. Young; Dept. 27, L. B. 
Johnson, G. H. Merka; Dept. 30, A. G. 
Summerlin ; Dept. 31, R. B. Dean, H. H. 
Harris, G. S. Moffat, C. Tate; Dept. 43, 
J. H. Ware; Dept. 44, C. M. Coder, A. 
F. Garner, S. L. Johnson Jr., W. J. 
North, C. B. Oakes, L. E. Sloan, J. I. 
Parnell. 

Dept. 45, R. A. Layton, J. C. Rosa¬ 
mond; Dept. 47, H. M. Lewis; Dept. 48, 
H. B. Lovell; Dept. 50, E. E. Brownlee, 
J. R. Choate, V. G. Ellsworth, F. S. 
Feemster, J. B. Hubbard, J. Ramos; 
Dept. 61, B. W. Pickard; Dept. 62, E. 
Crawford, S. A. Garrett, E. T. Nettleton, 
E. S. Wade; Dept. 73, M. L. Pinnell, 
E. C. Richie; Dept. 81, C. E. Truman; 
Dept. 82, A. C. Coffey, T. E. Lloyd. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins dur¬ 
ing the period Feb. 28 through March 13: 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 31, Otto Peter- 
hansel. 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 31, Ernest 
Backhaus. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, John Walsh, 
R. D. Webster; Dept. 6, J. E. Lawton; 
Dept .22, T. F. Allen ; W. M. Flenniken ; 
Dept. 24, W. E. Ladd; Dept. 25, M. T. 
Radovich; Dept. 27, A. G. Islas. 

Dept. 31, H. C. Fruit, L. C. Holland, 
T. G. Jones, W. O. Toomire; Dept. 102, 
J. F. Ridley; Dept. 335, A. M. Easton, 
J. C. Wilson ; Dept. 403, F. W. Payton. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 11, B. L. Taylor 
Jr., Bessie P. Wood; Dept. 25, Oscar 
Davis; Dept. 330, S. E. East; Dept. 340, 
C. F. King; Dept. 403, A. S. Page. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

David Street, Dept. 6-7, wants ride to 
and from 1209 Jessamine, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 2191. 

Florene Dunn, Dept. 11-3, needs ride 
to and from 3608 Lynnfield Dr., 7:30 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Home phone, 5-3329. 

W. P. Bryant, Dept. 25-3, wants ride 
to and from 4417 Barbara Rd., 7a.m. to 
3:45 p.m. Ext. 5128. 

J. F. Caldwell, Dept. 14-1, needs ride 
to and from 3432 Stanley, 7 a.m. to 
3:45 p.m. Ext. 6275 or home phone 
4-9243. 

Doris Ginn, Dept. 11-3, wants ride to 
and from 1428 Boyce, 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. Home phone, 4-7064. 

Margie Mayfield, Dept. 6-5, wants ride 
to and from 419 Hemphill, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 2255 or home phone 
FO-4726. 

B. C. Stoker, Dept. 76, wants ride to 
and from 2003 1 / 4 S. Riverside Dr., 7 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m. Home phone, 5-5666. 

Ruth Thomas, Dept. 27, wants ride to 
and from 1423 Grand, 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. Ext. 2128. 

SAN DIEGO 

T. Braun, Dept. 403, would like three 
riders from College Ave. and El Cajon 
Blvd., on west, first shift, 7 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Call ext. 259. 

Personals 

FT. WORTH 

Dewey Gargis, Dept. 30, and Mrs. 
Gargis, Dept. 6, wish to thank their 
Convair friends for the kind sympathy 
extended following the recent death of 
Gargis’ father, Henry Gargis. 



FT. WORTH NEWLYWEDS— 
Onieda Attebery and Melvin E. 
Smith, both Convair FW Dept. 
24, were married Feb. 17 at the 
Rosen Heights Methodist Church 
in Ft. Worth. Mrs. Smith has 
worked at Convair for past six 
years, while her husband has 
eight years' service with Convair. 
They live at 3920 Lennox Drive. 


Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end 
of building 7), open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
week days. Safety shoes and prescrip¬ 
tion glasses sold only from 8:30 to 10:30 
and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wednesdays 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE 

(near gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 
p.m. to 4:30 every Tuesday and 3 p.m. 
to 5:30 every Thursday. 

Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

Following promoted to or within super¬ 
vision and professional and administrative 
effective March 1: 

Dept. 62, Conversion: W. H. Tidwell 
to general foreman. 

Dept. 46, Mating and Wing Comp.: 
C. Houp to general foreman. 

Dept. 47, 50 and 73: W. P. Woods 
to superintendent in charge on first shift. 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: Charles 
Watts to assistant general foreman in 
charge of Dept. 50, Unit 2, Stations 7 
through 11, on night shift. 

Retroactive to Feb. 16: 

Dept. 4, Material: D. W. Curtis to as¬ 
sistant foreman. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: V. A. 
Petricola to manufacturing engineer. 

Dept. 12, Flight: P. M. Coriddi to as¬ 
sistant foreman; F. F. Hannigan to as¬ 
sistant foreman. 

Transfers 

Transferred San Diego to Ft. Worth 
during period Feb. 20 through March 9: 

Dept. 4, S. L. Coontz, J. K. Huber; 
Dept. 6, K. M. Smith; Dept. 11, Evan 
Eddy; Dept. 101, K. G. Clark ; Dept. 212, 
C. H. Miller; Dept. 235, T. G. Graves; 
Dept. 250, H. D. McCoy. 

Dept. 340, W. F. Campbell, Thomas 
Donally, H. W. Heine, J. R. Morey Jr., 
E. S. Needham, J. H. Rhoades, C. M. 
Shackelford, N. W. Von Pinnon, I. W. 
Walter Jr. ; Dept. 360, A. J. Augusten- 
borg, J. D. Rabe. 

Births 

FT. WORTH 

BAVOUSETT—Son, Ferris Lee, 8 lbs. 
4 oz., born Feb. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. G. 
B. Bavousett, Dept. 6-5. 

CUSHMAN—Son, James Bruce, 8 lbs. 
6 oz., born Feb. 16 to Mr. and Mrs. J. 
A. Cushman, Dept. 22-1. 

THOMAS—Daughter, Janie Pauline, 7 
lbs. 11 oz., born March 2 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. F. Thomas, Dept. 4-1. 

SAN DIEGO 

ANDRADE—Son, Oscar Luis, 7 lbs. 
11 oz., bora Feb. 23 to Mr. and Mrs. 
O. D. Andrade, Dept. 340. 

Deaths 

FT. WORTH 

COOK—Ned William, Dept. 11-4, died 
March 1. Survivors: wife, brother, and 
two sisters. 

SAN DIEGO 

CARR—James A., Dept. 360, died 
March 5. Survivors: wife, Irma, three 
sons, James Jr., 13, Richard, 12, Carl, 
11 . 


New Fire Truck 
Guards Convair SD; 

Old One Retires 

Convair SD retired one fire 
truck last week and recruited a 
newer, more powerful replace¬ 
ment. 

The old truck, owned by the 
Air Force but leased by Convair, 
was loaded into a box car and 
sent to Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Dayton, Ohio. At 
the same time, the new equip¬ 
ment was put into service, Plant 
Protection Chief Frank Merritt 
said. 

'The new truck is a substan¬ 
tial improvement, ,, Fire Chief 
H. C. Lyter explained. “It has 
a 565-gallon tank and high pres¬ 
sure pumps that produce pressure 
of 800 pounds per square inch. 
Equipment includes fog type 
nozzles. Water supply is suffi¬ 
cient to last for ten minutes at 
full capacity operation.” 

The new truck, purchased from 
Army surplus, was completely 
overhauled at SD before being 
I put into service. 


Guided Missiles Seen as Bomber 
Defense in Warfare of Future 


The guided missile gives prom¬ 
ise of a defense against enemy 
high speed aircraft carrying 
atomic bombs and of narrowing 
the gap between offensive and 
defensive weapons existing at 
the close of World War II. 

Dr. R. E. Gibson, director of 
the Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Laboratory, Sil¬ 
ver Spring, Md., made this state¬ 
ment during a recent address be¬ 
fore the San Diego Section, Insti- 



MISSILE FUTURE—A new kind 
of warfare is visualized by Dr. 
R. E. Gibson, director of Johns 
Hopkins University Applied Phys¬ 
ics Laboratory, who spoke re¬ 
cently in San Diego. Guided mis¬ 
sile may turn tide from mass 
bombing. 

tute of Aeronautical Sciences. 
The laboratory he heads has 
been engaged on the Bumble-bee 
guided missile project for the 
Navy Bureau of Ordnance. As¬ 
sociated with the laboratory in 
this are twelve industrial organi¬ 
zations, among them Convair. 

“The tempo of modern warfare 
is increasing to such a pitch,” 
Dr. Gibson pointed out, “that, if 
and when an attack comes 
against us, we shall no longer 
have time even to think; we shall 
have to base our defense on ver¬ 
satile automatic high-speed de¬ 
vices which we have endowed 
with intelligence and power to 
act for us to destroy the attack¬ 
ers or strike a sudden and para¬ 
lyzing counter blow. . . . 

“The speed of the incoming 
bombers and the limited time 
available for effective engage¬ 
ment requires that the speed 
and maneuverabilities of fight¬ 
er aircraft shall be increased 
beyond the present level. The 
consequent increased fuel con¬ 
sumption will cut down the 
fighters idling or cruising time 
to a low value, reducing the 
possibilities of air patrols. Fur¬ 
thermore, the pilots must rely 
increasingly on ground con¬ 
trolled automatic devices to 
enable them to find and attack 
their targets, the logical con¬ 
clusion being complete replace¬ 
ment of the pilot by mechanical 
devices.” 

Consequently an anti-aircraft 
guided-missile system combines 
qualities of guns and fire control 
with qualities of fighter aircraft 
and ground direction. The mis¬ 
sile is launched to high speed and 
during its flight is supplied con¬ 
tinually with information con¬ 
cerning its position with respect 
to the target. In order to elimi¬ 
nate delays due to human reac¬ 
tion times, the whole process of 
supply and use of intelligence 
must be automatic and as rapid 
as modern electronics, servo me¬ 
chanisms and aerodynamic con¬ 
trol permit. Among other advan¬ 
tages, particularly in offense, a 



“O’Malley, you’re fired!” 


missile of this kind eliminates 
the necessity of risking highly 
trained men in pressing home an 
effective attack far into enemy- 
occupied territory, Dr. Gibson 
maintained. 

The ramjet, commonly called 
“the flying stovepipe,” holds 
great promise, he said. He re¬ 
lated how the ramjet had been 
a theory until 1945 when Applied 
Physics Laboratory scientists 
successfully flew the world’s first 
supersonic ramjet at Island 
Beach, New Jersey. It attained 
a speed of 1,400 miles per hour 
and developed some 1,300 horse¬ 
power. 

In conclusion, Dr. Gibson 
quoted Dr. Vannevar Bush, 
where in his recent book, 
“Modern Arms and Free Men,” 
he writes concerning the guided 
missile: “Its significance lies in 
the fact that ia appears to be 
the great future enemy of the 
bomber, and it may in time 
turn the tide that began to 
flow at Kitty Hawk in 1903 
and that reached its crest in 
the bomber fleets that dark¬ 
ened the skies of the last war. 

. . . The days of mass bombing 
may be thus approaching their 
end. If so, it is a good thing 
for the world.” 



BOY SCOUT LEADER —Joe 
Rozina, right, Convair FW Dept. 
30, receives congratulations from 
I. B. Turney, Dept. 30, after Ro- 
zina's Boy Scout troop, No. 145, 
won a trophy as most outstanding 
troop in North Ft. Worth. Turney 
is a liaison man for Scouting ac¬ 
tivities in Ft. Worth, representing 
Boy Scout sponsors, United Com¬ 
munity Service. Others from 
Convair who helped lead winning 
troop were Victor Benton, Dept. 
27, and Bob Action, Dept. 61, 
assistant scoutmasters, Ed Austin, 
Dept. 27, Roy Cooper, Dept. 30, 
and Russell Cabe, Dept. 31. 



TWENTY-YEAR MAN — G. B. Clayton Jr., assistant chief of 
Service at Convair FW, was presented his twenty-year pin recently 
by Ray O. Ryan, Convair vice-president and FW division manager. 
Clayton started at the Buffalo division of the company, later worked 
at the SD plant, and came to FW in 1943. 



'ALL WET' BUT PROPERLY PINNED—When Industrial Relations 
at SD insisted that Ernest Backhaus (Dept. 31, SD) had a 15-year 
service pin coming to him, Backhaus bashfully backtracked and 
denied any claims to the honor. "I won't have 15 years in until 
October," he protested. Because he had gone to work for Vultee 
Aircraft, Inc., in the spring of 1935 and moved to Consolidated in 
October, Industrial Relations was adamant, pointing out the time 
with Vultee counted just the same. "They said I was 'all wet' and 
I got the pin anyway!" he reported. Backhaus is shown receiving 
I honor from Factory Manager A. W. Morgan. 
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Hostesses Add Their Charms to Beauty of Convair-Liners 




FLYING BEAUTIES—Convair-Liners in the air are beautiful to behold, but not 
solely because of the airplane's own attractive curves. Airlines flying model 240 
have done all right by it in the hostess department, as these pictures testify. In 
photos I and 5 Western Air Lines' Lois Browning, stewardess, is shown off duty 
between trips on Los Angeles-Seattle-Tacoma run as well as posing on a cargo 
truck with Convair in background. Photo 2 is Swissair's Klara Peter-Lenggenhagsr, 
representative of charming Swiss misses who fly Liners. Sally Allan in photo No. 3 
flies Caribbean routes in Convairs for Pan American World Airways, lives in 
Miami, Fla. Photos 4 and 8 are of Kay Albertson and Helen Catherine Phillips 


of American Airlines. Kay is enjoying a swim at Camelback Inn, Phoenix, Ariz., 
in between flights. Helen's quite apparent beauty has been noticed by others 
besides CONVAIRIETY. Her photo was used on American calendars in 1949 
and on postcards in American Flagships, too. Sabena's Odette Schoelaerts is 
shown in photo 6. In 1948 her beauty earned her title of "Miss Belgium" and in 
fall of that year she visited U. S. to participate in international contest at Bir¬ 
mingham Christmas Festival. In photo 7, Paula Cheatham, El Paso, a new Con¬ 
tinental Air Lines hostess, proudly hangs up her name plate. 


One Stop Service Provides Both 
Wife and Gasoline For Assembler 


Wade F. Arwine, Convair 
FW, Dept. 45, assembler, can 
now lay claim to the most “in¬ 
formal” wedding ever perform¬ 
ed in Ft. Worth. 

Arwine and Mary Gardner 
of Ft. Worth, were married 
Feb. 16 in a Texaco service 
station on N. W. 28th Street, 
after purchasing five gallons 
of gas. The “spur of the mo¬ 
ment” wedding was performed 
by the station attendant who 


also doubles as a minister. 

A further informal touch was 
added by the groom’s attire. 
He wore “Levis” and cowboy 
boots. The minister didn’t have 
time to change his coveralls. 
Only interruption in the cere¬ 
mony came when the minister 
stopped the ceremony to wait 
on a customer tooting for gas. 

When final “I do’s” were 
said, Arwine charged the wed¬ 
ding fee to his gas bill! 


AF Crews Attend Convair School 
To Learn Maintenance of B-36 


Air Force officers and men 
who fly and maintain B-36 bomb¬ 
ers at Carswell Air Force base 
are now attending the “Convair 
University” at Convair FW. 

Approximately 280 officers and 
men will have the benefit of the 
latest Convair developments on 
the B-36 when special courses 
now under way have been com¬ 
pleted in the next few months. 

Now scheduled to attend are 
110 pilots, 40 crew chiefs, 40 


IN CLASS AT CONVAIR FW—Air Force men at FW get classroom work as well as on-the-scene 
study to familiarize them with B-36. Service Representative R. E. Powers is shown here explaining 
jet pod. 


flight engineers, 40 power plant 
specialists, 40 electrical special¬ 
ists and 10 engineering officers. 

For the individual men, study 
at Convair will range from a 
minimum of four hours up to 
approximately a full month of 
eight-hour days. 

Courses made available by Con¬ 
vair for the airmen cover piston 
engines, jet engines, and other 
aspects of propulsion, the main 
hydraulic system, the emergency 
system and brake system, electri¬ 
cal system, including that per¬ 
taining to the power unit, landing 
gear control, wing flaps, bomb¬ 
ing, gunnery, and communica¬ 
tion, navigation and radar, the 
air frame and equipment, in¬ 
cluding special attention to the 
wing, empennage, fuselage, con¬ 
trols, heating, pressurization, 
anti-icing, furnishings and emer¬ 
gency equipment, bombing, oxy¬ 
gen, and ground handling and 
service instructions. 

Arrangements for the “univer¬ 
sity” study were made through 
G. S. Green, chief of Service 
Engineering, and co-ordinated 
within the plant through J. L. 
Budros, acting supervisor of the 
Industrial Relations Depart¬ 
ment’s Education Section. 

Instructors are drawn from 
Service Engineering, various 
other sections of the engineering 
department, manufacturing de¬ 
partments, and from representa¬ 
tives of firms which make equip¬ 
ment used on the B-36. 


SPECIAL MENTION—This 
young lady — Amanda Stassart, 
Sabena Belgian Air Lines hostess 
—deserves individual treatment 
in any group. She has been dec¬ 
orated by four nations, U. S., 
Britain, France, Belgium. As a 
member of wartime Belgian un¬ 
derground, she escorted 57 Brit¬ 
ish and American flyers out of 
danger. She frequently flies be¬ 
tween New York and Brussels. 
She is shown here holding "Sa¬ 
bena" orchids, a special type 
named for airline on latter's 25th 
anniversary. 


“I think it’s a shame crime 
doesn’t pay. You were so inter¬ 
ested in it.” 
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STAINLESS STEEL—Built from salvage bought at Convair SD 
Salvage Yard is this novel garage-workshop at home of W. D. Isbell 
(Dept. 6 SD). Old linings of model 240 augmentor tubes were put 
to use as walls and roofs, making only stainless steel building of its 
kind in world. 


Salvage Builds Unique Garage 
At Low Cost for SD Man 


Because he has a personal dis¬ 
taste for house painting, W. D. 
Isbell (Dept. 6 SD) owns what 
is probably the only stainless 
steel building in existence, cer¬ 
tainly the only one made out of 
old model 240 augmentor tubes. 

“I needed a garage-workshop 
and I dislike painting and I 
also am constitutionally op¬ 
posed to putting on roofing,” 
Isbell recalled this week. 
“When I noticed the old aug¬ 
mentor tubes on sale at the SD 
Salvage Yard I had an idea.” 

The 14 by 20 structure was de¬ 
signed to fit the size of the avail¬ 
able material. Total cost of the 
steel was $51 and total cost of 
the entire building was less than 
$150. Isbell arranged to have 
someone else pour the floor but 
did the bulk of the rest of the 
work himself. It took him about 
10 weeks in leisure time. The 
steel, of course, requires no 
painting. 

Not only the steel came from 
the Salvage Yard but also water 


and gas lines, electric wiring and 
fixtures and material for air 
hoses. 

Isbell uses the building as a 
workshop for his avocation of 
repairing guns and transits. He 
lives on the outskirts of San 
Diego between Bostonia and 
Lakeside. 

“It would have cost me sev¬ 
eral thousand dollars to build 
under any other circum¬ 
stances,” Isbell estimated. 



“I know you’ll hate me for 
this, but I’m here.” 



A HIT, BUT SAFE —A. B. 
Chappell, Dept. 101 SD, tapped 
a dowel pin with a hammer re¬ 
cently and a fragment that 
snapped off struck him with 
enough force to shatter his 
safety glasses. Chappel, how¬ 
ever, escaped unhurt, thanks to 
the protective glass that saved 
his eye. 





TOWARD A SAFER LIFE—Accompanying photos illustrate a few of many 
safety features in use by Convair plants. Pictures were taken at FW. Upper left, 
B. G. Sandefer, FW Dept. 31 drop hammer helper, shows how he has to use both 
hands on controls before Jack Turner, operator, on other side of machine can 
bring down drop hammer head. Device protects Sandefer from possible injury. 


Center: J. D. Nichols shows how piece of hard steel is cut on FW Dept. 81 radiac 
grinder with entire operation completely covered to guard against flying pieces. 
Right: J. B. Crawford demonstrates safety feature for drop hammer operator. 
Device (developed at FW) is shoved in place when hammer is raised to make 
certain hammer does not drop accidentally. 


Safety Guards Galore 
Protect Convair Folk 


There are guards and guards 
and guards—and Convair has its 
share of them in most any size, 
shape or description. 

There are scores of Plant Pro¬ 
tection guards—but this is about 
a different type of guard. This 
is about silent guards on factory 
machinery to protect employees 
from injury. 

Most of the guards, according 
to FW Safety Suervisor, J. L. 
Budros, were developed by work¬ 
men themselves and by engineers 
in Plant Engineering (Dept. 25). 


Some of them have proved so ef¬ 
fective that they have been 
adopted by other plants. 

Frequently Convair SD and 
FW exchange new devices, such 
as the compressed air control 
valves developed at San Diego 
Division to keep drop hammer 
machine operators’ hands from 
being caught. With the safety 
device, both hands must be on the 
valves before the hammer will 
drop. 

On the other side of the drop 
hammer, the operator himself is 


protected by a guard developed 
in the plant. It is a heavy steel 
piece which the operator swings 
under the drop hammer when in 
the up position, thus blocking the 
hammer while the operator’s 
hands are beneath it. As a fur¬ 
ther safeguard, removal of the 
safety device and operation of 
the controls require the operator 
to use both hands—so he can’t 
have one beneath the hammer. 

The telescoping guard which 
covers teeth of whirling trim 
saws prevents operator from cut¬ 
ting fingers. It was developed 
at Convair FW. 

An equally effective guard for 
band saws was developed by J. P. 
Webb, of Nose and Tail (Dept. 
44). With the guard in place, it 


is almost impossible for an 
operator accidentally to get his 
hands on the saw teeth. 

Convair women come in for 
their share of safe-guarding 
ideas, too. For instance, there 
was a time when a careless drill 
press operator with long tresses 
might get her hair tangled up in 
a drill—and come out virtually 
bald headed. But Ruby C. No¬ 
well, of Metal Forming (Dept. 
31-1), got a bright idea, turned 
it in and saved women drill press 
operators at least a part of the 
worry. Her guard houses the 
drill in such a fashion that flying 
hair doesn’t get caught. 

Plant Engineering is respon¬ 
sible for development, building 
and installation of one of the 


more interesting safeguards. It 
is installed on the three Verson 
presses. It is a piece of safety 
glass enclosed in a wooden frame 
which travels up and down imme¬ 
diately in front of the operator. 
As the machine’s control is 
thrown for the press to descend, 
the safety panel descends first. 
If there is a hand—or anything 
else—in the way, the Verson 
press will not operate. 

Another helpful gadget is the 
automatic catch on the power 
press brake. Two separate and 
distinct movements of the opera¬ 
tor’s foot operate it. This makes 
it next to impossible for an acci¬ 
dental touch of the control, or a 
falling object, to throw the ma¬ 
chine into motion inadvertently. 



FOR PROTECTION—In left hand picture, F. E. Finley shows proper way to 
use an FW Dept. 31 circular saw without cutting fingers. Metal guard exposes 
teeth only when metal to be cut is in proper place. Center: new side guards are 
shown on this "pony express" driven by P. J, Morgan of FW Dept. 20. Device 


minimizes possible injury to driver in event of accident. Right: C. L. Darnell at 
Verson press in FW Dept. 31 shows what happens if machine starts to operate 
when arms are inside. Safety guard (safety glass in frame) comes down first and 
stops machine from operating further if any obstacle is in way. 
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Convair FW Offers Opportunity To 
Broaden Knowledge of Dept. 


A new departmental training 
program open to all employees 
of Convair FW’s Production Con¬ 
trol department was announced 
this week by P. I. Stevens, chief. 

While some other departments 
have conducted programs some¬ 
what similar, at least one feature 
of Production Control’s plan has 
not been used before at Convair 
FW, so far as is known. 

The new training feature is 
one in which individuals selected 
from each section of the depart¬ 
ment on basis of outstanding 
qualities will be assigned to work 
two-month periods in each of the 
other Production Control sections. 

“This,” explains Stevens, “will 
horoughly acquaint these people 
/ ith the over-all functions of 
Production Control, and will 
make the individuals just that 
much better qualified in the 
future.” 

The training program was 
worked out by a special commit¬ 


tee made up of Stevens, W. A. 
Calvert, S. H. Stevens, U. L. Tid¬ 
well and W. C. Shive, with Cal¬ 
vert serving as chairman. Pro¬ 
gram planning was worked out 
by the committee in conjunction 
with J. R. Lock, of the Industrial 
Relations Department’s Education 
Section. 

First step of the program was 
a training class for all depart¬ 
ment supervision. Section heads, 
in turn, arranged a training 
program open to all employees 
covering not only the functions 
of their particular sections, but 
also the over-all functions of 
Production Control. An advanced 
program was then established for 
all supervision in which a review 
of different types of production 
control work was presented. 

Each employee completing a 
course available to him is given 
credit for the course in his com¬ 
pany personnel folder. 




EDUCATION COMMITTEE—Members of Convair FW Produc¬ 
tion Control department's new Education Committee are, left to 
right: S. H. Stevens, Paul I. Stevens (department head), W. A. 
Calvert (committee chairman) and U. L. Tidwell. Fifth member is 
W. C. Shives. 


SAFETY MEN TOUR PLANT—As part of conference at Convair 
FW, these members of Aeronautical Industries Section of National 
Safety Council toured Convair FW plant to view B-36 production. 
' cting as host was J. L. Budros, Convair FW safety supervisor 
ar right). 


Convair Man Loses Life in Surf 
After Rescuers Save Family 


James A. Carr (Dept. 360, SD) 
who during the years survived 
five different air crackups un¬ 
hurt, lost his life Sunday, March 
5, when a skiff capsized in the 
breakers off Mission Beach. 

A few moments before the ac¬ 
cident, a city lifeguard patrol 
boat removed Carr’s wife and 
three sons from the skiff and 
took them to safety. Carr evi¬ 
dently attempted to follow 
through the surf but swamped 
in high waves. His body was not 
found immediately. 

The Carr family was out for 
a day of fishing in the rented 
skiff, driven by a newly pur¬ 
chased outboard motor. They had 
passed through the Mission Bay 
channel into the open sea when 
intercepted by the patrol boat as 


a craft too frail to be on the 
ocean. 

During the war Carr served in 
the Ferry Command and had 
been an instructor-pilot at Ocean- 
side airport. He is survived by 
his wife, Irma, and sons James 
Jr., 13; Richard, 12, and Carl, 11. 


Eldred Named New 
FW Bridge Club Head 

New president of the Convair 
FW Bridge Club is W. E. Eldred 
(Dept. 6-4). Other new officers 
include E. M. Propper (Dept. 
6-2), vice-president; G. C. Wil¬ 
liams (Dept. 81), treasurer, and 
Etta Mae Moore, Air Force, sec¬ 
retary. A new class for begin¬ 
ning players will run concurrent¬ 
ly with the advanced class. 



BOTTOMS UP!—Nose dives and ground loops are dime a dozen among jalopy racers. Photo was 
taken at dirt oval near San Diego where Convair SD drivers regularly pilot fast but dilapidated autos 
in races for fun and a few bucks. Miraculously, no one gets hurt, thanks to safety helmets and belts. 


New Race Thriller 

'Sunday Driving' for Convair SD 
Men Means Smashing Jalopies 

A $75 car and a love for excitement have combined to make one 
Convair SD man a budding Barney Oldfield of the jalopies. 

Up until he washed out his racer recently, curly-haired Jack 
McCoy (Dept. 340 SD) was among the top drivers of the more than 
three score who every Sunday gamble their luck in the bucket seats 
of fast but aging stock cars on a dirt oval on Kearny mesa. 


The mortality rate is high on 
autos but the drivers seem to 
bear charmed lives, coming out 
of wrecks with only scratches 
and grins. 

“It’s hard to say just what 
it takes to win, and I’m really 
only an amateur,” McCoy said. 

“The track is so short—only 
a fifth of a mile—that passing 
on the straightaway is almost 
out of the question. About the 
only way to get out in front 
is on the turns. Usually we try 
to cut inside a leading car and 
‘lean’ against it to keep from 
rolling over.” 

(McCoy said this as casually 
as though he were describing his 
table tennis strategy!) 

“That’s why our cars are bang¬ 
ed up so much. We keep brush¬ 
ing each other around the turns.” 

Brushing is putting it lightly. 
Sometimes the cars collapse a la 
accordion. On other occasions 
they rip out a hunk of crash wall 
and break their backs. At such 
times owner-drivers philosophi¬ 
cally salvage what they can and 
then go shopping for a new 
machine. 

McCoy (who, incidentally, 
won the 1941 Soapbox Derby 
in San Diego) is one of several 
Convair SD men attracted by 
jalopy racing. Others include 
C. L. Smith and Robert W. 
Morris (Dept. 31), Harold Mc¬ 
Clure, Jack Sanders and Robert 
Buss (Dept. 340). 

The cars are sedans or coupes 
and must be at least ten years 
old. Racing rules forbid glass 
anywhere in the machines and 
drivers even wear plastic gog¬ 
gles. Bucket seats are both bolt¬ 
ed and welded to the frame. 


Safety belts sometimes are the 
only gadget that prevents injury 
when a car rolls and winds up 
with wheels in the air, a pile of 
steaming junk. 

All racers are equipped with 
ponderous bumpers and side 
guards, useful in collisions. Sup¬ 
posedly strictly stock motors, 
sometimes a car turns up with 
an aluminum flywheel and the 
owner is temporarily disbarred, 
like a hockey player who has 
fouled. 

“Last week-end we opened a 
new track at San Ysidro and we 
hope to have others in El Centro, 
Lakeside and Oceanside. Even¬ 
tually we will race four or five 
times a week,” McCoy explained. 

At present, the jalopy boys are 
racing on a shoestring and the 
pickings are small. Half of the 
admission fee goes to the pro¬ 
moters and the other half is di¬ 
vided into purses. One Sunday 
when Jack won first in every¬ 
thing, his total of purses was 
$71! 

“We won’t get rich, but we 
get a lot of excitement,” Mc¬ 
Coy remarked. 


Heart Attack Fatal 
To Ned Cook at FW 

Ned William Cook, Convair 
FW, Dept. 11-4, was stricken 
with a fatal heart attack in the 
Convair parking lot, March 1, 
as he was leaving his first shift 
job. His wife, Elsie G. Cook, 
works in Dept. 24-1, second shift. 
Other survivors include a brother 
and two sisters. Funeral services 
were held March 3 in Ft. Worth. 



RACER'S REWARD —Jack 
McCoy of Convair SD collects 
trophy and kiss after "grand 
slam" when he won every jalopy 
race on program. Reward is 
mainly glory, however, for purses 
are slim. 

Dancing and Steaks 
Planned for FW f s 
Management Club 

There’ll be dancing, speeches 
and steaks in store for those who 
attend the Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club’s “Ladies Night,” 
March 25, in the Convair cafe¬ 
teria, according to President Sam 
E. Keith. 

The March meeting will begin 
at 6 p.m. with a steak dinner. 
Guest speaker will be a favorite 
with Management Club members, 
Dr. R. E. Jackson, of Denton, 
who proved so popular with mem¬ 
bers on his first two appearances 
that he is being called back for 
a third time. 

Following Dr. Jackson’s speech, 
Curly Broyle’s orchestra will play 
for dancing. P. I. Stevens and 
his program committee are in 
charge of arrangements. 



AUTHOR UNKNOWN—These sketches were contributed to CONVAIRIETY anonymously. Upper 
left was described as a "stall-proof aeroplain" conceived during lunch hour (half)" while lower left 
was a "self-contained catapult for shipboard fighters," Caption for sketch at right was "engine jig." 
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SAY BLADES—First CRA ice skating session at FW drew these representative skaters. No. I: 
left to right, Sonya West, Marcia Reiners and Janet Whisenand rest with refreshments. No. 2: The 
children get support from Instructor Dorothy Abbott. Left to right: Judy Donnelly, Mrs. Abbott, 
Carla Ann Kissabeth, daughter of Mary Kissabeth (Dept. 3), right. No. 3: A trio takes a turn on 
ice, left to right, Joan Lapham, Jimmy and Nancy Carlile. No. 4: Instructor Vern Abbott gives a 
few tips to Betty Carney and Frances West, daughters of Convair people. 


Two FW Voices Will Be Heard 
When Curtain Rises on 'Faust' 



SINGER —G. E. "Ed" King, 
Convair FW Dept. 4-3, is shown 
in costume for opera production 
"La Boheme." King has sung in 
almost every opera staged by 
Ft. Worth Opera Association 
since it started three years ago. 


When the curtain rises on the 
Ft. Worth Opera Association's 
production of “Faust" this month, 
there'll be two familiar Convair 
voices in the chorus. 

One will belong to G. E. “Ed" 
King, Convair FW, Dept. 4-3, and 
the other to Mrs. Charles 0. Un¬ 
fried, fhose husband works in 
Dept. 6. Since the beginning of 
the civic operas three years ago, 
neither has missed many per¬ 
formances. 

Thousands of Ft. Worth music 
lovers attend the operas which 
star prominent professional sing¬ 
ers in the leading roles. King 
has appeared in such productions 
as “La Traviata," “Carmen," “La 
Boheme," “The Bartered Bride," 
“Texas Mikado," and “Martha." 

He has studied voice for the 
past eight years and is soloist at 
the Highland Park Methodist 


Church in Ft. Worth. He sang 
with the Convair SD Choral Club 
while working at SD in 1942-45. 

Mrs. Unfried is soprano soloist 
at the First Methodist Church 
and teaches voice as a side line 
to her job as mother of two 
young Unfrieds, ChasO, 4, and 
Anna Leslie, 10. “Faust" will be 
presented March 22-24 at Will 
Rogers Coliseum. 





“How do they feel?” 



BOLD CHARACTERS—Here are a few of "tough westerners" who showed up for costume con¬ 
test at CRA movie night at CRA Clubhouse in SD. Winners, standing in right foreground, are, left 
to right, Jewell Fay Muncrief, Richard Ernst and Martha Field. All other contestants received con¬ 
solation prizes. Contest was added attraction to free movie entertainment held every Friday even¬ 
ing for SD folk. 


A Ground Ffyer 


Though Link Instructor Teaches 
Pilots, He Himself Can't Fly 

Karl Busch of Convair SD has spent some 6,000 hours in seven 
years teaching people to fly, but he has no pilot’s license. He does 
his teaching with a Link trainer on the second floor of Building 4. 


Busch has flown several types 
of planes once they were in the 
air. “I did it mostly by instru¬ 
ments, naturally," he says. 

He came to Convair six years 
ago after a year teaching in the 
Link instructor's classes at Pa¬ 
cific Air Navigation School, 
which used to operate near La 
Jolla. Since then he has trained 
Convair test pilots Sam Shannon, 
Beryl Erickson, Phil Prophett, 
the late Russ Rogers, and many 
other Convair men. He has train¬ 
ed pilots from China, Australia, 
Canada, Mexico and the Argen¬ 
tine. With only a year of high 
school French he had a rough 
time teaching a French pilot. 

While new quarters were being 
built for the Link inside the 
plant, Busch once operated his 
trainer for three months in a 
fur-lined flying suit. The Link 
was installed at the time in an 
airline hangar on Lindbergh field. 

During the war Convair had 
two Links, seven instructors, 
and 150 pilots. The Links 
sometimes ran 14 hours apiece 
a day. From San Diego Busch 
coordinated the Link depart¬ 
ments at Convair's Ft. Worth, 
Tucson and San Diego divi¬ 
sions. The basic course of in¬ 
strument training required 20 
hours on the Link and the same 
in an airplane. 

Being a single man with a flair 
for tinkering (he is a model rail¬ 
roader, stage set designer and 
ceramics modeler), Karl has con¬ 
siderably modified his Model C-3 
(1943) Convair Link trainer. Its 
recorder travels across his desk 
top, which is covered by a huge 
scale map running from the 
Mexican border to 75 miles north 
of Los Angeles. The recorder 
leaves a red line showing exactly 


where the student has “flown," 
adjusting itself for wind and air 
speed conditions, supplied by 
Busch’s controls. 

While the ordinary Link has 
one radio, Busch has equipped 
his with two, and the desk top 
shows green and red lights indi¬ 
cating the radio stations to which 
the student is tuned as naviga¬ 
tion aids. In addition, he has two 
removable maps of the New York 
and Washington areas which 
light up the same way. 

Busch has another radio in his^ 
desk which can pipe in actual 
radio programs complete with 
static and weather broadcasts to 
the ears of the student. Karl 
says it also readily picks up the 
World Series when necessary. 

Among other innovations in¬ 
stalled by Busch, some of which 
have been picked up by Link 
representatives, are hydraulically 
operated rudder and other trainer 
controls rebuilt to more closely 
simulate heavier airplane load¬ 
ing. The C-3 Link was designed 
to simulate a training plane, 
though Link now has models to 
exactly duplicate any plane in¬ 
cluding jets. 

The cockpit has been modified 
by Karl to provide more instru¬ 
ments in better location, and the 
seat has been upholstered for stu¬ 
dent comfort. 

Convair employees may now 
buy time on the Busch modified 
Link at its cost to Convair of 
$5.00 per hour, on Tuesdays only, 
beginning at 4:15, 5:15 and 6:15 
p.m. Busch wishes to emphasize 
that it is not necessary to take 
a complete course. He is glad to 
give reviews or to set up any 
type of training desired. Infor¬ 
mation may be obtained at Flight 
Dispatch, Ext. 475. 



LINK INSTRUCTOR—Karl Busch of Convair SD has given Link 
training to many Convair pilots in his 6,000 hours of such work. 
He also is "father" of two instrument flying gremlins whose hair is 
always in their eyes. "Capt. Wilco" stands on recording instrument 
which travels desk top. "Roger" sits on wing of Link. Busch presen 
one of these gremlins (which he models in ceramics himself) to each 
student who completes 100 hours of Link instruction. 


'Bull-Slinger' Trophy Cuts Down On 
Long-Winded Phone Calls at SD 


A little gold trophy which cost 
$14 has saved Convair over 
$5,000 since its purchase in Au¬ 
gust, 1949. 

The trophy is topped by the 
figure of a man whirling a me¬ 
dium large bull around his head 
by its horns. It is awarded each 
month to the SD General Office 
executive who averages the most 
time on his long distance tele¬ 
phone calls. 

The “winner" of the trophy for 
August had an average call 
length of 31^ minutes. He is 
now down to 15^ minutes. 

The February, 1950, winner 
talked an average of 17 minutes 


and will no doubt find it possible 
to cut that time with the “bull 
slinger" trophy sitting on his 
desk. 

As a result of the cut in 
average long distance calls the 
General Office budget for 1950 
covering such calls has been set 
15% below that of 1949 and 
shows signs of staying well under 
the mark. Since the calls have 
been averaging a cost of around 
$1 per minute the resulting sav¬ 
ings will be considerable. 

The trophy has visited several 
offices, but spends most of its: 
time in either Industrial Rela¬ 
tions or one of the Legal Depart^ 
ments. 
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CHAMPS OF SECOND SHIFT—By a 46 to 36 victory over Machine Shop in 
playoff, Tooling won second shift basketball title at Ft. Worth. At left, Bill Blue, 
Machine Shop center, does mid-air split trying to intercept pass caught by D. M. 
Peterson, Tooling forward. At right is J. J. Brummett of Machine Shop, voted 


"most sportsmanlike" of any player in second shift play. Center shows cham¬ 
pions; top row, left to right: J. D. Hathcock, Bill Hickman, D. M. Peterson, Coach 
J. E. McBride, B. A. Baker, F. L. Johnson, Bottom row: W. K. Fullerton, R. Sher¬ 
man, H. P. Elkins, J. W. Bomar, Lou Furushiro. 


SD Tryouts Start for Positions 
On City League Softball Teams 


Tryouts for positions on Con- 
vair SD softball teams that will 
compete in city league play will 
start next Tuesday (March 21) 
at 7 p.m. at Presidio Park. 

“The number of those that turn 
out will determine the number of 
teams we will be able to enter 
in the various leagues,” Tony 
Berardini, CRA softball commis¬ 
sioner, stated. “We will be miss¬ 
ing a number of our stars this 
year such as Dick Montgomery, 
our ace chucker, who has signed 
to play in another loop. That 
means there are positions open 
for some of you sandlot heroes 
that are looking for glory and 
fame.” 


Subsequent practice sessions 
will be held throughout March 
and pre-season city league play 
is expected to start May 1. 

Convair SD did all right by 
itself in city league play last 
year. The Eagles won the Indus¬ 
trial League, suffering only a 
single loss, while Convairiety fin¬ 
ished second in the B league and 
Convair in the Triple A loop was 
tied for fourth. 

Players were instructed to con¬ 
tact Berardini, Ext. 387, or As¬ 
sistant Commissioner Gil Crosth- 
waite, Ext. 285, for further infor¬ 
mation. 



IN FINAL TILT—Convair tried—but . . . That was story when 
SD basketball team in Industrial League faced playoff for title with 
First National Bank. Latter won by comfortable margin. Photo 
shows Sam Shepard, Les Craig, Jack Benner, Freddie Romero during 
tense moment. 



CONVAIR EAGLES AT SD—The Eagles basketball team, that 
competed in San Diego Metropolitan League, now are playing in 
San Diego city post-season tournament. Standing, left to right: 
Ace Carver, R. E. Leadon, Ray Hunt, Jerry Nuss. Below: Joe 
Ganahl, Harold Ross. Absent: R. Parga. 


SD Bowling 

HANDICAP LEAGUE 
TEAM W. 

Gutter Dusters . 72 

Contracts . 71 

Primary Assy.— 70 

Misfit Jrs. —. 69 

Navigators .-. 64 

Plaster Termites . 64 

Five Strikes . 55 

Army Air Force. 55 

Jigs & Fixtures —.. 53 

Topplers .-. 50 

Convairiety .— 49 

Screwballs . 44 

Tabbies .-. 42 

Might'y Five . 41 

Grave Diggers . 40 

Fuselage . 25 

850 SCRATCH 

Tool Planning . 58 

Pin Dusters . 56 

Engineering .— 54 

Fuselage .-. 52 

Misfits .-. 49 

Sheet Metal . 41 

Convair Liner ---. 40 

Experimental . 34 

825 SCRATCH 

Electric Bench . 62 

Experimental . 61 

Machine Shop . 60 

B-50 Nose .-. 55 

Accounting .-. 45 

Handicapers .—. 44 

Sheet Metal . 

Wood Shop ... 

800 SCRATCH 

Mech. Maint. 

Welding . 

Exp. No. 1 . 

Sub. Assy. B-50 . 

Boeing Nose ..- 

Material ... 

Inspection .—. 

Engineering .- 

Exp. No. 2 . 

Tool Planning . 


35 

22 

66 

64 

59 

57 

51 

50 

41 

40 

29 

23 


FW Bowling 


L. 

36 

37 

38 

39 
44 
44 
53 
53 
55 

58 

59 
64 
66 

67 

68 
83 

38 

40 
42 

44 
47 

55 

56 
62 

34 

35 
30 

41 

51 

52 
61 
74 

30 

32 

37 

39 

45 

46 

55 

56 
67 
73 



FIRST SHIFT CHAMPS—Tooling basketball squad at FW took 
top honors in first shift intra-plant play. Team members are, back 
row, left to right: Richard King, Ferrell Sutton, Wayne Moss, Bill 
McCoy, Oliver Lindsey. Front row, left to right: Ralph Steeding, 
W. P. Tharp, Bob Cox and Bill Eastman. 


800 LEAGUE 

TEAM W. L. 

Canada Dry . 65 31 

Superior Castings . 59 33 

C & G Service. 58 38 

Corbin Rent-A-Car —. 58 38 

Blaclchawk Restaurant . 52 44 

Johnnie Johnson Tires . 33 59 

Keg Store . 30 66 

2222 Dinner Club .. 25 71 

735 LEAGUE 

Alley Bowl . 59 37 

Dead End Kids . 52 44 

Shuffleboard Casino . 52 44 

Broiler Cafe . 50 46 

Dundee Clothes Inc. 49 47 

Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil. 47 49 

San Mar Restaurant. 46 50 

Louis Daiches Jeweler. 44 52 

Shur Fit Optical. 42 54. 

Ben Moodv Service Station. 39 57 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 

Machine Shop No. 2. 76 20 

Poinsettias —. 63 33 

Peacemakers .-. 61 35 

Alley Cats . 59 37 

Machine Shop No. 3 . 54 42 

Machine Shop No. 1 —. 50 46 

Alluminators . 49 47 

Tooling Huskies. 48 48 

Misfires .. 45 51 

Bomberdears . 44 52 

Cowtown Yankees . 39 57 

82 Hopefuls . 38 58 

Armament ... 35 61 

Bombero^nms . 19 77 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Trouble Shooters . 77 29 

Howeth Texaco . 63 45 

Hard Heads . 63 45 

Jug Heads . 61 47 

Wing Dings . 60 48 

Hedge Hoppers . 58 50 

Saucer Tossers ..... 57 51 

Trojans ... 57 51 

Abra Cadabras . 54 54 

Snail Pacers ... 54 54 

Drag Counts .... 50 58 

Po Slokes . 49 59 

Atomizers . 48 60 

Z-Ions . 42 66 

49’ers . 35 73 

Clippers —. 34 74 

650 LEAGUE 

Southern College of Commerce.... 69 27 

Bomb Bay . 66 30 

Industrial Engineers . 51 45 

Welders .-. 50 46 

F.I.T.U. 49 47 

Jugheads . 46 50 

Plant Engineers . 44 52 

Yard Birds . 43 53 

Accounting ... 37 59 

Tool Designers. 37 59 


Softball Managers 
Summoned to Meet 

All Convair SD men interested 
in softball managing were re¬ 
quested to attend a meeting to¬ 
morrow (March 16) in the north 
end of building 7 at Employee 
Service. Plans for a plant league 
will be discussed. Meeting time 


Plant Championship Will Start 


Golfing Season at 

Golf season will get under way 
at Convair FW next month with 
a plant championship tournament 
planned for April 8-30, according 
to F. F. Gignilliat, golf commis¬ 
sioner. 

Qualifying rounds will be held 
April 1-2 at Ridglea Golf Course. 
The tournament, medal play, will 
run the following four week-ends 
with 18 holes to be played at 
each of four courses, Meadow- 
brook, Ridglea, Worth Hills and 
Rockwood. 

Players will be divided into six 
flights, with foursomes for week¬ 
ly play to be determined by a 
tournament committee. 

Entry fees of $1 per person, 
plus Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion funds, will provide prizes for 
the winner and runner-up in each 
flight. 

March 27 is the deadline for 

Convair SD Enters 
Two Basketball 
Teams in City Loop 

The Convair basketball team 
in the SD Industrial League had 
to be content with runner-up 
position this week as a result of 
a 35 to 20 loss in the playoff 
with First National Bank, March 
4. 

“We had ‘one of those nights’ 
when nothing would drop,” 
Woody Ross, husky SD guard 
explained afterwards. 

Convair, however, will have a 
chance at revenge, for both this 
team and the Eagles have been 
entered in the San Diego post 
season tournament which started 
last week. It is double elimina¬ 


FW April 8 

tournament entry. Entry fees 
will be accepted by L. H. Arm¬ 
strong, Dept. 20; F. Foster, Dept. 
82; Gignilliat, Dept. 3; D. Thelan, 
Dept. 6; F. A. Rowland, Dept. 
61; Brad Calhoun, Dept. 44; J. 
Topliff, Dept. 47; J. Pratt, Dept. 
4; R. Moore, Dept. 22; J. Morris, 
Dept. 8; R. E. Davis, Dept. 50, 
and C. B. Mitchella, Dept. 24. 


Two Tooling Teams 
Vie for Honors In 
Plant Basketball 

Convair FW’s two contenders 
for the city’s basketball crown, 
Convair, Major City League 
champions, and first shift Tool¬ 
ing, are hanging up their suits 
this week, after both were de¬ 
feated before playoffs. 

Only remaining game to be 
played this season was the intra¬ 
plant championship tilt between 
first shift Tooling and second 
shift Tooling, scheduled for 
March 11. 

Final standings in first shift 
play were first place, Tooling; 
second, Sub Assembly; and third, 
Machine Shop. Second shift final 
results showed first, Tooling; 
second, Machine Shop; third, In¬ 
spection, and fourth, Metal Form¬ 
ers. A three-game playoff be¬ 
tween Tooling and Machine Shop 
was necessary before final win¬ 
ner could be determined. 

Topsy’s Cafe defeated Convair 
in City League championship 
play, but only after the Convair 
squad had defeated the favored 
city championship team, Sagi¬ 
naw, 72 to 56. Tooling lost to 
Ash Crescent Methodist in the 


is 3:45 p.m. 


tion. 


playoffs. 
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(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


THE BIGGEST CRA party since CRA started operation is an¬ 
nounced today. It’s the Gainesville Community Circus to be spon¬ 
sored by CRA in Will Rogers Coliseum for Convair employees, 
members of their families, and for Air Force personnel on duty 
at Convair FW and members of their families. Tickets will be 
available in all departments of the plant—and nowhere else, since 
the CRA Employee Council believes that Convair and Air Force 
folks will fill the Coliseum to the brim for all three nights. 

The circus—like all other CRA activities—is financed from money 
turned over to CRA from the profits on candy, gum, cigarettes, and 
soft drinks which Convair employees buy from machines in the 
plant. Almost every Convair employee, therefore, helps support 
CRA, and is entitled to participate in as many CRA activities as he 
and his family like. 

***** 

NOT ON THIN ICE—Ice skating, practically overnight, has be¬ 
come one of the most popular of all CRA activities. At only the 
second CRA skating session at Will Rogers Coliseum, more than 
250 employees and members of employee families got into the act. 
There will be other sessions beginning at 6:30 p.m. on these Tuesday 
nights: March 21 and 28, and April 4. Spring season then closes— 
but plans are already under way for a six-week session of ice 
during June and July. 

***** 

ANY STAMPS TO SPARE? Another new activity appeals to 
a smaller group, but to an especially enthusiastic group. That’s 
stamp collecting. Gene Fouts, who is working with CRA in this 
activity, reports more than 20 people coming out for their regular 
sessions. The stamp collectors wonder if there aren’t Convair 
employees who at one time collected stamps, still have their collec¬ 
tions on hand, but are no longer interested. If you’re one of these, 
you might be interested in selling your collection to one of the 
stamp club members. Call Gene Fouts at Ext. 4239, or at his home, 
Lo-3408. Next stamp meeting is at 7:30 p.m., Monday, March 21, 
at Westbrook Hotel. 

***** 

WANT TO RIDE? Or play handball? Groups for horseback 
riding at Forrest Park can be arranged if enough people are inter¬ 
ested. Telephone M. C. Copold at Ext. 2255 or 2257, or the CRA 
desk in Employee Services section, 5141. 

Or if you’re interested in a handball tournament, call the CRA 
desk, 5141. 

***** 

BADMINTON—John Cates, commissioner, ext. 2103. Play from 7 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday and Thursday during: March and April at W. C. Stripling Junior 
Hig-h School gymnasium. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Players interested in trying 
out for team positions contact Brittain or W. W. Womble, co-commissioner, 
LO-6508. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starke'y, commissioner, ext. 3263. Assistant bowling com¬ 
missioner, C. G. Phink, ext. 3145, second shift. Contact the following secretaries 
if you wish to enter any of the bowling leagues: Secretary of 800 League, C. B. 
Mitchella, ext. 3250, 2107 ; 735 League, George Symm, ext. 3153 ; 650 League, G. W. 
Partridge, ext. 2102. 

BRIDGE—Herb Helstrom, commissioner, ext. 2255. Bridge Club meets every 
Thursday in the main dining room of the Blackstone Hotel. Advanced lessons, 
7:30 p.m. Beginners’ lessens, 8 p.m. Play 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Classes in basic 
photography for beginners at 8 p.m. every Wednesday at Y.M.C.A. Next regular 
club meeting, 8 p.m. March 20 at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Play every Friday at 
7:30 p.m. at Y.W.C.A. Both beginners and experienced players welcome. Second 
four weeks’ tournament ends March 17. New tournament starts March 24. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS CLUB—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olson, ext. 4116. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 2288. 

GOLF—F. F. Gignilliat, commissioner, ext. 4106. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 
Plant-wide fishing contest under way until March 31. Register for prizes at 
employee services section. Those interested in a pistol match register at employee 
services section. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, temporary chairman, ext. 3164. Classes and open 
skating each Tuesday. Ice opens 6:30 p.m. Instruction by professionals 7 to 
8 p.m., skating 8 to 10:15 p.m. Will Rogers Coliseum. No admission charged 
to Convair employees or members of their families. Rental skates available for 
25 cents. 

MOVIES—Western serial, “Valley of Vanishing Men” at 11 a.m. each Thurs¬ 
day, main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Dancing 8 to 
10 p.m. each Monday at North Side Recreation Bldg. Children’s classes, 7 to 
8 p.m., adult beginners 8 to 9 p.m., East and West class rooms. 

STAMP COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, temporary chairman, ext. 4239. Club 
meeting 7:30 p.m. March 21 at Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Doubles tourna¬ 
ment play-offs now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Plans 
now being made for spring and summer activities. CRA members interested in 
swimming, boating, water skiing or other water sports contact Saurenmann. 


New CRA Officers 
For FW Elected 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ing in this capacity tempo¬ 
rarily. Scott will continue to be 
CRA’s legal advisor. 

New officers will assume duties 
April 1, after end of the fiscal 
year March 31, and will serve 
for one year or until their suc¬ 
cessors are elected after that 
time. 

They were elected by acclama¬ 
tion at the regular March meet¬ 
ing of the CRA Employee Coun¬ 
cil. The council has general 
supervision over all affairs of the 
association, including administra¬ 
tion of 26 recreational and wel¬ 
fare programs currently active, 
as well as such plant-wide events 
as the CRA Christmas party for 
Convair children, and the CRA 
Circus, plans for which were an¬ 
nounced this week. 


Baseball Players 
Sought as Start 
Of Season Nears 

Another call for baseball play¬ 
ers was sent out this week at 
Convair FW by Commissioner 
Jack Brittain. “With the sea¬ 
son scheduled to open April 10, 
we still need four managers and 
four teams to play in Sunday 
leagues,” says Brittain. 

Forty-two players reported for 
a baseball meeting, March 1. 
Workouts are now under way 
from 5 to 7 p.m. each weekday, 
from 10 a.m. to noon each Satur¬ 
day and from noon to 2 p.m. 
Sundays at Sycamore Park. 

Convair will sponsor one city 
league team and four intra-plant 
league teams this season. Those 
interested in playing should con¬ 
tact Brittain at LO-6809, or W. 
W. Womble at LO-6508 as soon 
as possible. 



B-36 IN CALIFORNIA—Photo was taken at Fairfield-Suisun Air 
Force base in Central California where AF crews are training pre¬ 
paratory to receipt of RB-36s (reconnaissance). Base once was West 
Coast terminal for Consairways which flew regular Pacific routes 
during war with freight and personnel of armed forces. 


Group Insurance 
Benefits Upped 

(Continued from Page 1) 
payable will be increased from 
$225 to $300. 

In addition, employee-mem¬ 
bers (but not including their 
dependents) on April 1 will re¬ 
ceive insurance protection for 
permanent and total disability. 
This, too, is without additional 
cost to the employee-member. 

Application cards for use of 
non-members who wish to join 
will be in the hands of foremen 
and supervisors next week. 


AF Crews to Get 
Courses on T-29 

More than two dozen Air Force 
men, mainly from technical clas¬ 
sifications, are expected at Con¬ 
vair SD this month to start a six 
weeks’ course to familiarize them 
with the T-29. 

Major R. J. Cassadon, Air 
Force officer in charge at SD, 
said he expected 14 to arrive 
March 20, followed by 13 on 
March 27. They will take courses 
similar to those given to airline 
maintenance crews regarding the 
Convair-Liner. The students will 
be assigned here from the Air 
Force Training Command and 
after completing the course will 
be sent to bases from which T-29s 
ultimately will operate. 


FW Tennis Players 
Starting Warm-ups 

Starting this week, Convair 
FW tennis players will begin 
warm-up matches in preparation 
for the opening of regular play, 
April 4, according to CRA Com¬ 
missioner Walter Bradley. 

The matches will be played on 
Forrest Park courts, and can be 
arranged by contacting Bradley 
at Ext. 2164. 


FW Designer's Idea 
For New Process 
Merits $153 Award 

Because E. W. Foster, Convair 
FW engineering designer, fig¬ 
ured out a way to save 1,800 man 
hours yearly on a job in his de¬ 
partment, he will receive an 
Employee Suggestion award of 
$153. 

Foster proposed a new method 
of preparing and maintaining il¬ 
lustrated parts catalogues used in 
Engineering. The old way was 
a manual process which required 
hours of filing and listing. The 
new method will be a key punch 
operation. 

Foster will receive $100 now, 
and the remainder of the award 
in six months if the savings con¬ 
tinue to be realized. 

Others who have recently re¬ 
ceived employee awards include, 
Dept. 14, S. P. Dale; Dept. 22, 
E. E. Worthington; Dept. 24, D. 
W. Davis; Dept. 25, V. J. C. Tol¬ 
liver, E. L. Manire; Dept. 31, J. 
J. Henry, and Dept. 44, A. L. 
Green. 


Convair Associates 
Give Blood in Crisis 

When L. E. Eustace returned 
to his job as tabulating analyst 
in the Accounting department at 
Convair FW after a two-months’ 
illness, he was particularly grate¬ 
ful to a group of Convair em¬ 
ployees who provided necessary 
blood transfusions. 

The blood donors were located 
through M. A. Stewart of Tool¬ 
ing department, who maintains a 
list of Convair employees who 
volunteer blood. Donors in Eus¬ 
tace’s case were: Bill Henker, 
Dept. 6-4; Richard Craig, Dept. 
3; E. C. Bellows, Dept. 82, and 
Paul Norman, Dept. 9-1. 


Rodee Goes to Sea 
After VA Years As 
BAR at Convair SD 

Capt. W. F. Rodee, USN, for 
three years and a half the Bureau 
of Aeronautics representative at 
Convair SD, was detached last 
week and reported for his new 
assignment as chief of staff of 
the commander of Carrier Divi¬ 
sion 3. 

Rodee’s tour of duty has seen 
the XP5Y-1 flying boat develop 
from preliminary mock-up to 
near completion. The first mock- 
up board was being called when 
Rodee reported back in Septem¬ 
ber, 1946. Before leaving last 
week, Rodee saw the years of 
v/ork climaxed by the boat’s first 

ta Comdr. W. I. Darnell, USN, / 
acting Bureau of Aeronautics 
representative, pending assign¬ 
ment of a relief for Rodee. Mean¬ 
while, Rodee is still in San Diego 
as the division flagship, the USS 
Valley Forge, is based at North 
Island. 


Publication Prints 
Articles From FW 

Convair FW supervisors and 
foremen who participate in the 
Convair Management Club’s 
monthly “Supervisors Say” con¬ 
test are given a “pat on the 
back” in a recent issue of Man¬ 
agement Information, a weekly 
publication distributed the nation 
over to foremen and supervisors 
by the Elliott Service Co. 

Two of the papers written re¬ 
cently for the contest were sin¬ 
gled out for the honor of being 
reprinted. They were “How a 
Supervisor Can Keep Up-to-Date 
on the Technical Knowledge of 
the Work He Supervises,” by W. 
H. Tidwell, of Dept. 62, and 
“Why Every Job Should Be Done 
the Best Way Possible,” by Fred 
Foster, Dept. 82. 


Woods New Supt. 

For Final Assembly 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Woods was a machinist with a 
manufacturing company in Wich¬ 
ita Falls, Tex., before coming to 
Convair. He lives with his wife 
and four children—John, 10; 
Karene, 9; James, 8, and Denny, 
6—at 4009 West Sixth Street, Ft. 
Worth. 

At the same time, White also 
announced the assignment of 
R. E. Davis to general foreman 
over stas. 1 through 6 in Final 
Assembly (50); C. C. Kelley as 
general foreman over stas. 7 
through 11 in Final Assembly, 
and Charles Watts as night gen¬ 
eral foreman of stas. 7 through 
11. C. Houp at the same time 
assumed duties of general fore¬ 
man of Mating and Wing com¬ 
pletion (Dept. 46). 


1950 Softball Under 
Discussion Tonight 

Plans for the 1950 softball sea 
son will be discussed at a meet 
ing of all Convair FW team man¬ 
agers and softball players at 7:30 
o’clock tonight (March 15), at 
the Recreation Hall, 215 West 
Vickery. 

“This meeting will be of spe¬ 
cial importance to managers and 
pitchers,” says Commissioner 
Jack Brittain. Softball season is 
scheduled to open in early April. 
For further information contact 
Brittain at LO-6809. 


Scotty Takes The High Road' Home 



For His First Visit in 21 Years 


With golf bag over his shoulder 
and the memory of heather and 
bagpipes reawakened in his 
heart, John Doig will take the 
“high road to Scotland” this 
month for his first return to the 
auld country in 21 years. 

Doig, superintendent of Major 
and Sub-assemblies at Convair 
SD, expects to leave March 23 
by air, landing at Prestwick, 
Scotland, and traveling thence to 
Glasgow where he was born. His 


mother, five sisters and a brother 
live there. He expects to visit 
with them, play a few golf 
courses including St. Andrews, 
and catch up on rugby football 
(as a spectator, that is). 

Scotty faces the trip with one 
misgiving. 

“Ah dinna ken if ma own pee- 
pul can onnerrrstan ma tallk 
since ah lost ma Scoot’s accent,” 
he remarked sadly. 
















































Clowns and Acrobats Train for Fort Worth CRA Circus 



STARS OF THE BIG TOP—Here is a small sample of what 
awaits Convair FW when Gainesville Community Circus comes 


to town. There will be clowns and acrobats and beauty, too! 


B-36 Returns 
From Arctic 
Climate Test 

Two Convair FW service 
representatives h a, v e a 
healthy respect for the Air 
Force's Cold-weather test B- 
36 Airplane. 

Among other things, they 
were aboard when the Air 
Force crew took it off on 
very brief notice to escape 
a Florida hurricane — and 
that was only two days after 
it had been brought back 
after three months in the 
Artie! 

The Service representa¬ 
tives, A. V. Fant and N. N. 
Lacy, are now back in Ft. 
Worth and assigned to the 11th 
Bomb Group of the Eighth Air 
Force at Carswell Air Force base. 

Upon their return from the 
three-month B-36 cold weather 
tests at Ladd Air Force base, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, they reported 
that the operation was considered 
very successful. 

“The airplane was always in 
commission and ready to fly on 
schedule,” they said. “There 
was never a mission cancelled 
due to any fault of the air¬ 
plane.” 

The return flight from Alaska 
to Eglin Air Force base in Flor¬ 
ida was uneventful, and the air¬ 
plane was still in good shape. 

Two days after they arrived in 
Florida, the plane was evacuated 
from Eglin to McDill Air Force 
base to get out of the predicted 
path of a tropical hurricane. 

(Continued on page 8) 



IMMUNITY 

$-RING 




It's coming to Ft. Worth 
April 27, 28, 29 especially for 
Convair FW folks. Get your 
tickets. 
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Coast Crews 
Get 'The Word' 

On B-36 Work 

More than 100 “visiting 
firemen" have descended 
upon Convair FW from San 
Diego during the last two 
weeks.. 

Their mission is to absorb 
Texas know-how in anticipa¬ 
tion of B-36 work which will 
be performed at the SD di¬ 
vision. 

As announced late last month 
by LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president and general manager, 
the SD Division will convert a 
number of B-36Bs to B-36Ds. 
This involves installation of jet 
pods and incorporation of other 
new improvements. 

The converted airplanes will 
then be substantially equal in 
performance to the latest B-36 
models continuing to come off 
the assembly line at FW. 

Convair FW will convert the 
first four B-36Bs into B-36Ds, 
but all the remainder will be con¬ 
verted in SD. First B-36B to go 
to San Diego arrived Thursday, 
April 6. 

Meanwhile, Convair FW will 
continue to produce the latest 
model B-36S, including the RB-36 
reconnaissance airplanes as well 
as B-36D bombers. No adverse 
effect on FW employment is an¬ 
ticipated. In fact, employment is 
expected to rise gradually during 
the next few months, according 
to Ray 0. Ryan, vice-president 
and FW Division manager. 

Ryan pointed out that transfer 
of the B-36B to D conversion pro¬ 
gram to SD will enable Convair 
FW personnel to concentrate their 
(Continued on page 8) 


Prize Catfish Surrenders But Only 
After Dunking Champ FW Anglers 


(Photo on page 6) 

Winning the prize for the 
largest catfish in the Convair 
Recreation Association fishing 
contest at FW was a costly 
affair for the two champion 
fishermen. P. L. (Polly) Wise, 
Dept. 3, and H. C. (Mutt) 
Forester, Dept. 50, towed in 
the 46 l /z -pound cat, March 31, 
after a battle for survival in 
the Colorado River near Rock- 
wood, Tex. 

The two were fishing in a 
small motor boat when they 
hooked the giant fish with 
perch bait. It fought so vi¬ 


ciously that the boat was over¬ 
turned leaving the two fisher¬ 
men and the fish fighting it 
out in 14 feet of water. 

Wise and Forester swam to 
shore after their boat floated 
out of reach. After a two-and- 
a-half mile walk to get another 
boat, they returned to find the 
fish still on the hook. This 
time they pulled it in—but 
good. 

Total damage—a wet motor, 
lost hats and numerous other 
items. They won a two-burner 
Coleman camp stove for their 
efforts. 


Circus Ticket Distribution 
To Start Monday Morning 


Ryan Will Speak 
Before Management 
Club on April 22 

A report from Convair man¬ 
agement will be given by Ray 
O. Ryan, Convair vice-president 
and FW Division manager, at 
the April 22 meeting of the FW 
Convair Management Club. 

P. I. Stevens, club program 
chairman, also announced that 
the program will include musi¬ 
cal numbers by members of the 
club, and a panel discussion on 
a topic of common interest to 
members of the club. Dinner 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Convair cafeteria. 


FORT WORTH EDITION 


Phone your news 
to CONVAIRIETY FW 
editorial office, Ext. 5269 


Cohu Will Lead Opening 
Parade Night of April 27th 

Tickets for the Convair Recreation Association's biggest 
event of the year—presentation of the Gainesville Com¬ 
munity Circus in Will Rogers Coliseum—will be available 
beginning Monday morning, April 17. 

F. F. Gignilliat, CRA circus chairman, said tickets will 
be distributed in each department of the plant on each 
shift. 


Meanwhile, H. G. Starkey, 
new CRA president, announced 
that LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president and general manager, 
has accepted the invitation to 
attend the first performance 
the evening of April 27. He 
will lead the parade around the 
arena, followed by approxi¬ 
mately 20 members of the FW 
riding and roping activities 
group and the entire troupe of 
the circus. Time for the grand 
opening march is 8 p.m. 

Circus performances will be 
given the evenings of April 27, 
28 and 29, in order that every 
Convair family may attend. 

Tickets will be free, but will be 
available only for Convair fami¬ 
lies, and families of Air Force 
personnel on duty at Convair. 


“While tickets are free,” said 
Gignilliat, “we must emphasize 
that tickets will be required for 
each individual to gain admission 
—except that no tickets will be 
required for babies in arms.” 

Each department on each 
shift will be allotted its fair 
share of tickets depending upon 
the number of employees and 
the number of seats available 
in the coliseum. 

Finn Wahl, ticket chairman, ex¬ 
plained that second shift em¬ 
ployees will be given first choice 
of tickets for Saturday night, 
since that is the only night they 
may attend without being off the 
job. If any Saturday tickets are 

(Continued on page 8) 



UP CLOSE—Recent action shot shows XP5Y-I flying boat during high speed taxi runs at San 
Diego. Weather prevented flight tests late last week. 
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Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period March 28 through 
April 10: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 22-1, L. M. 
Guess, J. W. Hoerger; Dept. 27-5, T. W. 
Brotherton Jr.; Dept. 31, W. E. Giber- 
son, A. G. Johnson, G. V. Kobets, A. 
J. Lux, Irvin Olson, F. C. Pridgen, iS. 
C. Southerland. 

Dept. 101, F. E. Rockey, H. W. 
Schuster; Dept. 102, D. W. Kennedy; 
Dept. 212, W. S. Rutherford; Dept. 340, 
J. C. Chuckta, J. T. Mitchell; Dept. 365, 
J. F. D’Alessandro; Dept. 401, W. L. 
Clapper; Dept. 403, H. E. Kobrich, M. 
W. Lamb. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 1-51, Ellen C. 
Andreasen; Dept. 6, Marguerite I. Cur¬ 
tis, H. L. Evans; Dept. 11, Jewel L. 
Hilton ; Dept. 22-2, Vera M. Newton, 
Alice C. Root; Dept. 101, J. R. Mc¬ 
Donald Jr. ; Dept. 360, Ruben Casillas. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

Edna Gaskins, Dept. 24-1, wants ride 
to and from 3136 McCart, 7 a.m. to 3:45 
p.m. Home phone 9-2877. 

C. P. Connally, Dept. 11-9, wants ride 
to and from 3308 Ave. C, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 4180 or home phone 
LO-7147. 

Roy Roberts, Dept. 30, needs ride to 
and from 2104 Washington Ave., 7 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m. Home phone 9-1639. 

Joyce Hill, Dept. 9-1, wants ride to 
and from 4308 Hemphill, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 4194 or home phone 
4-9481. 

B. L. Chasteen, Dept. 47 can take two 
riders from Mansfield, Tex., second shift. 
SAN DIEGO 

J. L. Channell (Dept. 25-1) needs ride 
from Jamacha Road & Highway 80 
(main street El Cajon) first shift, 7 a.m. 
to 3:30 P.m. Ext. 295. 

Births 

SAN DIEGO 

BREITWEISER — Daughter, Janice 
Lynn, 7 lbs. 1 oz., born March 30 to 
Dr. and Mrs. C. J. Breitweiser, Dept. 6. 

McKERLIE—Daughter, Kathleen, 7 lbs. 
10 oz., born March 31 to Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. McKerlie, Dept. 31. 

MEYER—Son, Jerry Ray, 7 lbs. 6% 
oz., born March 20 to Mr. and Mrs. W. 
W. Meyer, Dept. 340. 

THOMAS—Daughter, Barbara Ann, 7 
lbs. 7 oz. born March 4 to Mr. and Mrs. 
M. E. Thomas Jr., Dept. 27. 

FT. WORTH 

ARNETT—Son, Larry Edwards, 7 lbs. 
10 oz., born March 18 to Mr. and Mrs. 
B. E. Arnett, Dept. 22-1. 

BOTELER—Son, John Michael, 7 lbs. 
10% oz., born March 25 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. C. Boteler, Dept. 6-4. 

HARMON—Daughter, Tara Marcene, 6 
lbs. 13 oz., born March 23 to Mr. and 
Mrs. B. G. Harmon, Dept. 47. 

Deaths 

FT. WORTH 

CANTWELL—C, F., Dept. 31, died 
March 25. Survivors: wife, two sons, 
one daughter. 


Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end 
of building 7), open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
week days. Safety shoes and prescrip¬ 
tion glasses sold onl'y from 8:30 to 10:30 
and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wednesdays 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE 
(near gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 
p.m. to 4:30 every Tuesday and 3 p.m. 
to 5:30 every Thursday. 

Personals 

FT. WORTH 

Mrs. Fred W. Bowden, and her son, 
Jeffery Lynn, wish to thank Convair 
FW folks for their kind expressions of 
sympathy following the recent death of 
their husband and father, Fred W. Bow¬ 
den, Dept. 27-7. 

J. R. Pyburn, Convair FW Dept. 12-4, 
wants to express his appreciation through 
CONVAIRIETY to the six Convair work¬ 
ers who provided blood transfusions for 
his wife last month when she was 
scheduled to undergo an operation. 

The six donors are: R. G. Bryden, H. 
A. Neal, John Moore, and Sam Morris, 
all of Dept. 12-4; E. E. Mitchell, Dept. 
61 and J. V. Galher, Dept. 62. 

Transfers 

Transfers from San Diego to Ft. 
Worth for period ending April 3: 

Dept. 11, M. P. Fisher, H. R. Kiah, 
W. B. Koehler; Dept. 27, L. O. Lyte; 
Dept. 31, C. R. Cottle; Dept. 102, M. P. 
Hilger. 

Dept. 210, J. A. Bethune, R. E. Walk- 
ington ; Dept. 212, S. E. Sillyman ; Dept. 
225, C. O. Byarlay; Dept. 235, G. G. 
Baker, A. J; Molleur; Dept. 335, E. G. 
Bell: Dept. 340, L. G. Callahan, B. U. 
Santi. 

Promotions 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision and pro¬ 
fessional and administrative employees 
in the period March 16 through April 1: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: C. C. Crickman, 
F. E. Armstrong, J. F. Keller Jr., to 
engineering designers B; W. R. Tobey 
Jr. to liaison man A ; G. P. Dawson 
to engineering designer A. 

Dept. 12, Flight: F. E. Elliott Jr., C. 
D. Marr, F. D. White to assistant fore¬ 
men ; W. W. Wisdom to foreman. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: C. P. 
Spann, F. F. Smith, A. E. Henry to 
assistant foreman. 

Dept. 44, Nose and Tail: M. E. Nellis, 
W. O. Conn, to foreman. 

Dept. 48, Gas Tighting: W. C. Haun 
to assistant foreman ; A. L. Conrad to 
foreman. 

Dept. 61, Field Operations: H. E. 
Sandel, J. C. Patterson to assistant fore¬ 
men ; B. Winfield to foreman. 

Dept. 73, Sub-Assembly: L. M. Wit- 
kowski to foreman. 


Anybody at FW Know Mary or Sally Jo Casey? 
They've Been lost' for 22 Years 


J. E. Rogers, Convair FW, 
Dept. 50 assembler, has asked 
CONVAIRIETY’S help in lo¬ 
cating two women cousins 
whom he last saw 22 years ago. 

Husbands of the two cousins 



CONVAIR FW COUPLE WED 
—Mary Morris, Dept. 3-1, and 
Allan Smith, Dept. 81, were mar¬ 
ried April I at the home of her 
parents in Decatur, Texas. The 
couple are now at home at 1312 
Fairmount in Ft. Worth. Mrs. 
Smith has worked at Convair for 
the past seven years, her husband 
one and one-half years. Ray¬ 
mond Morris, Dept. 25-3, brother 
of bride, attended ceremony. 


are believed to be working at 
Convair FW, but Rogers does 
not know their names. Maiden 
names of the cousins are Mary 
and Sally Jo Casey, who grew 
up with Rogers in Jean, Tex. 
The Casey and Rogers families 
were separated 22 years ago 
and have since lost track of 
each other. 

Mary is believed to have 
worked at Convair during the 
war under her married name. 
Both cousins would be in their 
late thirties. 

If anyone knows of their 
whereabouts, Rogers asks that 
they write him at Rt. 1, Den¬ 
ton, Tex. 


SD Army Reservists 
To Take Training 

Thirty-eight members of the 
327th AAA Group, Army Re¬ 
serve, 2 of them from Convair 
SD, expect to leave San Diego, 
June 3, aboard a chartered plane 
for Washington state where they 
will take two weeks’ training 
duty. Warrant Officer Robert 
Andrews (Dept. 24-6) said the 
men will be a week at Ft. Lewis 
and another week at Yakima re¬ 
ceiving instruction in gun firing 
and radar. They will return to 
SD by air. The 327th is a Con- 
vair-sponosored unit. 







HEAD LENSM AN —C. E. 
Schultz (Dept. 101 SD) puts a 
practiced eye to miniature cam¬ 
era as he discusses plans for 
Camera Club activities at SD. 
Schultz recently was named CRA 
commissioner for this activity, 
hopes to expand club programs 
to appeal to experts as well as 
less experienced camera bugs. 


Millions See 
B-36 Film In 
Far Corners 

“Target: Peace,” Convair docu¬ 
mentary film on the B-36, has 
been seen by more than 50 mil¬ 
lion persons in the U. S., Eng¬ 
land, France, the Far and Near 
East and Africa since its release 
last fall. 

Ultimately, audiences will view 
the film in every country with 
which the U. S. maintains diplo¬ 
matic relations. The State De¬ 
partment has been handling for¬ 
eign bookings. 

Col. John J. Morrow, chief of 
staff at West Point, where the 
movie is used as basic orientation 
for cadets, was quoted as say¬ 
ing: “You are to be congratulated 
on this worthwhile production.” 

The picture was slated for 
showing at the 18th annual meet¬ 
ing of the American Society of 
Tool Engineers this month in 
Philadelphia. It has been shown 
several times in the White House 
and President Truman was pre¬ 
sented with a personal copy of 
the film. 


Kimball Tells 
Press About 
Jet Seaplane 

Press dispatches from Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., last week quoted. 
Navy Undersecretary Dan Kim¬ 
ball as stating that Convair is 
developing a jet-powered fighter- 
type seaplane for the Navy at 
the SD plant. 

Kimball was quoted as predict¬ 
ing this and other jet-powered 
aircraft developed in the next two 
or three years would replace con¬ 
ventional type planes. He assert- 
edly said that a sea fighter, un¬ 
like many slow flying seaplanes, 
would be capable of tremendous 
speeds and a high degree of 
maneuverability, permitting them 
to protect carrier-based bombers. 

The statements regarding the 
fighter were quoted as being in 
connection with a press confer¬ 
ence relative to the XP5Y-1 fly¬ 
ing boat currently awaiting flight 
testing at Convair SD. 


SD Man Assists In 
Air Site Survey 

When U. S. Engineers recently 
inspected proposed sites for the 
Air Academy in the San Diego 
area, Convair was represented by 
Larry Spear of Engineering SD, 
who also was in capacity of com¬ 
manding officer of the local Air 
Reserve unit. Spear is a lieuten¬ 
ant colonel in the reserve. 


LOST WATCH FOUND 

A man’s wrist watch has been 
turned in to B. R. Israel, Dept. 
20-2, after it was found in Ware¬ 
house No. 1 on March 21. The 
owner may identify and claim the 
watch by phoning Israel at Ext. 
2214 or 3107. 


SAFETY AWARD RECEIVED 
— The Distinguished Service 
Award for safety, presented to 
Convair FW by National Safety 
Council for division's outstanding 
safety record during 1949, was 
formally received at March 26 
meeting of Convair Management 
Club. Presentation was made by 
Edgar Deen, mayor of Ft. Worth 
(right) and certificate received 
on behalf of all Convair FW em¬ 
ployees by J. L. Budros, safety 
supervisor. 


“I’m a busy man, Higgins. Sup¬ 
pose you make a list of the cute 
things your baby said and leave 
it on my desk.” 


Problems Delaying 
Try for Record 

Dick Everett (Dept. 31 SD), 
who will be among competitors 
at a regional model airplane 
meet April 30, hopes to try for 
a world altitude record as soon 
as mechanical problems are 
whipped. (CONVAIRIETY, 
Aug. 17, 1949.) 

“Right now, I’m working on 
altitude tests on engines, to see 
what performance will be at 
14,000 feet and above,” he re¬ 
ported. “There are lots of 
problems to be met before we 
can make a serious record 
flight.” 

Everett hopes to make the 
try at El Centro, Calif., in 
Imperial Valley. The present 
record is 13,800 feet, held by 
Russia. 


FOR SERVICE—LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair president, left, con¬ 
gratulates R. L. Williams (Dept. 24-1 SD), right, after presenting 
20-year pins to Williams and Otto Peterhansel (Dept. 31 SD), center. 
Williams, who has been in Machine Shop bulk of his time, started 
work with Tonawanda Products Co. which was absorbed by Convair. 
He came to SD when company moved from Buffalo in 1935. 
Peterhansel joined company in Buffalo and also moved with 1935 
exodus. 


Let a Davis Leaves 
Convair to Marry 

Leta Davis (Dept. 9 SD) leaves 
Convair on April 14, after nearly 
17 years’ service. She is to be¬ 
come the bride of D. P. Shatto at 
a ceremony in the First Baptist 
Church, Las Vegas, Saturday, 
April 29. 

After a short honeymoon they 
will be at home at 722 Nantasket 
Court, Mission Beach. 


“Well, I just got the bad news, 
Charlie! I’ve been promoted and 
starting next Monday I’ll have 
my own private office!” 


GOING—GOING—GONE!—Bidding was keen at the March 
stamp auction sponsored by Convair FW Stamp and Coin Club. 
Auctioneer was Willard C. Jackson, local stamp dealer. Recording 
sales in background were Mrs. Gene Fouts, whose husband works 
in Dept. 6, and H. H. Pinkerton, Dept. 6. 
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TRACK GEAR HOPS—Shown here is XB-36 as it left runway March 29 for first flight since it was equipped with new experimenta l trac k-type landing gear. 



FLOATING 'DRYDOCK' — Launching cradle for Convair's 
XP5Y-I is shown in this photo taken at ramp in SD. Convair has 
built two for Navy, experimental models for exploring requirements 
in handling a flying boat of XP5Y size. Cradle is equipped with 
own compressed air system and can partially submerge like a float¬ 
ing drydock, then surface again. 


Tests Continue 
On Track Type 
Sear on B-36 

Testing of the new track-type 
landing gear on the experimental 
XB-36 bomber is continuing at 
Convair FW following the March 
29 first take-off and landing of 
the airplane since the new gear 
was installed. 

Upon completion of Convair 
tests, the airplane is scheduled to 
be returned to the Air Materiel 
Command. 

With the caterpillar-type track 
landing gear, weight of the XB- 
36 rests on bogie wheels rolling 
on two endless belts on each main 
landing gear strut. Two smaller 
endless belts are installed on the 
nose gear strut. 

Low speed and high speed taxi 
runs were made on the runway 
before the takeoff was effected. 


Cradle For Navy Flying Boat Rises 
Or Sinks in Water at Command 


At the controls of the craft 
were B. A. Erickson, manager of 
Flight, and A. S. Witchell, test 
pilot. 


When the Navy’s XP5Y-1 fly¬ 
ing boat slides into the water, it 
rests on a launching cradle that 
carries its own air brakes and 
can partially submerge, then sur¬ 
face again at will. 

The 30,000 pound gear (of 
which Convair has built two for 
the Navy) is experimental, to feel 
out requirements for handling a 
boat of XP5Y size. The cradle is 
equipped with eight tires and car¬ 
ries its own compressed air sys¬ 
tem. 

“Normally the cradle has a 
crew of six, three on each 
side,” Joe Famme, project engi¬ 
neer, said. “Cables are at¬ 
tached to the cradle fore and 
aft and run to buoys and 


winches. These regulate speed 
as the boat moves down the 
ramp into the water. Air 
brakes on the cradle operate 
just like those on a passenger 
bus.” 

Air tanks give the cradle buoy¬ 
ancy and as soon as the boat is 
in deep water crewmen flood the 
tanks, sinking the lower part of 
the cradle about a foot and per¬ 
mitting it to float free of the 
XP5Y. None of the crew gets wet, 
however, because the cradle’s 
superstructure is high enough to 
give protection. 

Famme emphasized that the 
cradles are experimental and in¬ 
dicated he expected that subse¬ 
quent models will be much sim¬ 
pler and probably smaller. 


The experimental landing gear 
on the XB-36 is the latest step 
m the Air Force’s continuing 
program of track-type gear de¬ 
velopment. Production models of 
the B-36 are equipped with four- 
wheel main landing gears and a 
dual-wheel nose gear. 



“Heavens, I hope Pm not going 
to be prematurely middle-aged!” 



GOLD BRAID—Navy gold sparkled alongside Convair-built XP5Y-I late last month during an 
inspection of flying boat by Assistant Secretary of Navy for Air John F. Floberg. Secretary is shown 
here with Convair President LaMotte T. Cohu at seaplane ramp. Also among visitors were Vice 
Admiral John Cassady, vice chief of Naval Operations, and Rear Admiral Alfred Pride, chief of 
Bureau of Aeronautics. Ranking local Navy officers turned out en masse for inspection. 



THIS LASSIE WILL COME HOME—Guarding, against a run¬ 
away airplane, Lee Kjelland (Dept. 332 SD) arranges a parachute 
for his model before competing in regional championships. To 
charming Mrs. Kjelland falls job of making parachute. (Handkerchief 
shown here is only for illustration.) She used to fly models until 
"grounded" by arrival of daughter Susan, now seven months. "I 
guess I'm a 'model' widow now," she said. 


Free Flight 

Weekend Pilots Will Compete 
In Model Air Championships 

Week-end pilots who fly $25 planes from the ground will gather 
at San Diego, April 30, for the tenth annual Western States Cham¬ 


pionships for model airplanes. 

Convair SD entries will include 
ships owned by Ed Rominger 
(Dept. 31 SD, president of the 
San Diego Aeroneers), Dick 
Everett (also Dept. 31, who 
placed third in nationals in 1949) 
and Lee Kjelland (Dept. 332 SD). 

Rominger expects between 200 
and 250 entries this year for the 
event which will be held a half 
mile east of Gibbs airport. The 
contest has attracted as many as 
1,000 spectators in the past. Con¬ 
test director is James Saftig, 
former Convair SD man. Models 
compete on basis of endurance, 
meaning the longest time in the 
air. 

“We permit a 20 second en¬ 
gine run for ROG flights,” 
Rominger said. (This stands 
for Rise Off Ground, meaning 
take-offs under own power.) 
“For hand launching the ships 
get 15 second engine runs.” 

Even with such brief engine 
runs the ships reach several hun¬ 
dred feet altitude before fuel is 


cut off automatically and they 
start gliding back to the ground. 
The models, built of balsa wood 
covered with paper that has been 
“doped” until it shrinks taut, are 
powered with gasoline engines 
that rev up to as much as 10,000 
rpms. 

“Sometimes the models catch 
a rising air column and disap¬ 
pear,” Kjelland said. “Then we 
have to ‘chase’ in an airplane 
to see where they have landed. 
Sometimes we never find them 
again.” 

Like many other model build¬ 
ers, Kjelland is equipping his 
plane this year with a parachute 
which opens automatically after 
a period of time in the air. That 
is to bring “Lassie home” 
whether she wants to or not. 

“It doesn’t always work, 
though,” Rominger added. “I’ve 
seen models keep on flying, para¬ 
chute and all, when they hit a 
‘hot’ thermal.” 
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Young Again 

Vehicles Reborn 
In Maintenance's 
'Convair Clinic' 

A combination beauty shop and 
plastic surgery clinic is doing a 
land office business at Convair 
SD, turning out a stream of re¬ 
vived, rebuilt and rejuvenated 
customers. 

The “customers” range from 
pickup trucks and passenger cars 
to shop mules and loaders. The 
“beauty shop and clinic” is the 
Maintenance garage. 

“We get some sad sacks in 
here,” Lew Henrie, head “beau¬ 
tician,” confided. He pointed to 
a tired fork lift. 

“It’s our job to make things 
like that young again,” Henrie 
added. Sometimes this involves 
major face lifting. 

Most of the work is performed 
at the garage. When a new cus¬ 
tomer arrives, Maintenance men 
usually operate at once, without 
benefit of ether. This means tak¬ 
ing the patient apart right down 
to the nuts and bolts. As the 
patient lies on the operating 
table, his innards strewn about in 
apparent abandon, the case looks 
hopeless. 

“But we’ve never lost a patient 
yet,” Henrie continued. “The en¬ 
gines we usually send out, if they 
will stand re-boring. If not, we 
order new ones. The mechanical 
crews then start to build up the 
machines bit by bit, replacing all 
worn parts as they go. We call 
on other departments and sec¬ 
tions for help, such as Dept. 250 
that does the upholstering for us, 
and the Battery Shop that re¬ 
builds batteries. The Wood Shop 
does our painting.” 

“Eventually, we hope to run 
all equipment in the plant 
through the ‘rejuvenation’ proc¬ 
ess,” John Petit, Maintenance 
superintendent, said. 


“I think every man should have 
a hobby, don’t you?” 


Beauty Shop Surgeons' at SD Make 'Oldsters' 


McGrath of Dept. 25 puts finishing touches to renovated Hyster, 
a 7|/2-ton job, largest lift truck Maintenance rebuilds. In No. 4 
Reul Palmer fills gas tank of a shop mule completely rebuilt and 
ready to go back to Dept. 22 for duty. In No. 6 L. W. Green 
of Dept. 14 dusts off Ford pickup that looks like new, though it 
has 211,000 miles behind it! Photo No. 5 shows "patient" that 
went too long before visiting clinic. Driver—anything for a gag 
—wears his own seat! 


CONVAIR CLINIC—When "elderly" equipment comes puff¬ 
ing into Maintenance garage at Convair SD (photo No. I) for 
overhaul, mechanics usually recommend a complete "nervous and 
physical breakdown," such as is shown in photo No. 2 where 
Clarence Morris, Lew Henrie and Lawrence King examine innards 
of a Clark loader. Believe it or not, scattered bits of machinery 
like these ultimately are reassembled and become sturdy equip¬ 
ment such as shown in photos 3, 4 and 6. In No. 3 Fred DeWitt 
of Dept. 14 drives away a rejuvenated car loader while Elroy 



NEW CRA OFFICERS—Looking over Gainesville Community 
Circus prog/am are new CRA officers at Convair FW. They are, 
left to right: John Scott, treasurer; W. L. Bradley, secretary; Finn 
Wahl, vice-president, and H. G. Starkey, president. CRA will 
sponsor Gainesville circus for Convair folks April 27, 28, 29. 


Boating Enthusiasts at Ft. Worth Urged To 
Attend Water Show at Eagle Mt. Lake 


Convair FW boating enthu¬ 
siasts are invited to attend the 
Texas Outdoor Sports Show boat 
races, April 16, at Eagle Moun¬ 
tain Lake, according to Joe 
Saurenmann, water sports com¬ 
missioner. 

CRA will provide trophies for 
one event—the marathon race for 
professionals. 

“Best observation point for the 


races will be Twin Points, over¬ 
looking the lake,” says Sauren¬ 
mann. “Bring picnic lunches, 
come about 10 a.m. to get a good 
spot.” The races will begin at 
11 a.m. and last until 2 p.m. 
There’s no admission fee. Ap¬ 
proximately 200 boats will be on 
the lake, according to Sauren¬ 
mann. 

Several Convair FW boaters 
are expected to enter the races. 


Weakness for Big Top 

Grandma Watches Grandpa So 
He Won't Run Away to Circus 

Back in 1919 in Cleburne, Tex., there was a family crisis in the 
U. A. Anderson household. One of the Anderson sons, 16-year-old 
Johnny, had run away to join the circus. So the family sent 
18-year-old Harvey to retrieve his truant brother. 


Harvey went, sent his broth¬ 
er home, but stayed himself— 
for 20 years. 

After two decades on the saw¬ 
dust trail, the same Harvey An¬ 
derson is now a tool crib atten¬ 
dant in Dept. 14-1 at Convair 
FW, but he still can’t get enough 
of show business. Since he re¬ 
tired from circus life 10 years 
ago, he has been writing, produc¬ 
ing and acting in minstrel shows 
throughout Texas. “Entertain¬ 
ment keeps me young,” says the 
veteran performer and grand¬ 
father of four. 

Partner in his show activities 
is Mrs. Anderson, of Dept. 4-5, 
mother of two children who grew 
up under the big top, Harvey, Jr., 
now a well-known Ft. Worth or¬ 
chestra leader, and Mary Pearl, 
now Mrs. Charles Wilmoth of 
Cleburne. Mrs. Anderson has a 
show background as a singer and 
musician. 

Anderson spent his first years 
under the big top as head usher 
with the famed Sells-Floto circus, 
and later as a member of the cir¬ 
cus band. One of the circus at¬ 
tractions was a young boxer who 
had just won the world’s heavy¬ 
weight title—Jack Dempsey. 

Last month Dempsey and An¬ 
derson were reunited at Wichita 


Falls, Tex., for the first time in 
30 years. The occasion was a 
benefit performance by Dempsey 
and a minstrel show by Ander¬ 
son. 

During the war Anderson min¬ 
strel troupes entertained thou¬ 
sands of servicemen in camp 
shows. The Andersons’ vacations 
from Convair are booked solid. 

Anderson would like to “go on 
the road” again on a full-time 
basis. But Mrs. Anderson ? 

“I’d have a hard time getting 
her away from those grand¬ 
children,” says her husband. 
And judging from the fond 
look in grandpa’s eyes and the 
pictures in his billfold, he’ll 
stay around to tell them a real, 
true-to-life story about a boy 
who went to the circus—and 
stayed 20 years. 


first CRA Riding Club Class, 
March 29, at Forest Park Stables, 
reports M. C. Copold, temporary 
chairman. 

Two beginning classes are 
scheduled for 7 and 8 p.m. on 



REMEMBER GOOD OLD 
DAYS?—That's what Jack Demp¬ 
sey, former heavyweight boxing 
champion of world, is asking 
Harvey Anderson, Convair FW 
Dept. 14-1. They once toured 
with same circus. 


Mondays. A third class for be¬ 
ginners will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, followed by an in¬ 
termediate class at 8 p.m. 

Instructors are Edith Weitz- 
man, Dept. 6-5, and her husband, 
Louis Weitzman; Lane Seeber, 
Dept. 4, and J. L. Shackelford, 
Dept. 81. 


20 Beginners Ride at FW in First CRA Class 

Twenty Convair FW horseback 
riding beginners attended the 
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One Weak Moment 

Smooth Talk Traps Bill Gilger 
Into Building Own Furniture 

Bill Gilger underestimated the power of a woman just once. 
And once was enough. 

The Convair SD model builder (Dept. 31) relaxed his guard 


one evening while weakened by a 

“A dining room set will cost 
us about $350,” Evelyn Gilger 
(Bill’s wife, also in Dept. 31) 
informed him. “Lamps for liv¬ 
ing room and bedroom will 
total about $60 and that coffee 
table you admired is a cool 
$300.” 

With every dollar sign a new 
shudder shook Bill’s Scotch 
frame. Then Evelyn fired the 
\rpoon. 

“Why couldn’t you make some 
furniture yourself? If you don’t, 
it’s going to be mighty expen¬ 
sive. ...” Her voice trailed off 
in a threatening question mark. 

What can a guy do? Well, Bill 
did it, and amazingly well, too. 
The attractive Gilger home at 
4260 Del Mar Avenue, Pt. Loma 
Heights, is filled with examples 
of his skill. 

Gilger sold his speedboat, built 
a workshop in the rear of his 
lot, borrowed a lathe and some 
tools and went to work. Here are 
a few examples in dollars and 
cents of what he accomplished: 

One dining room table and 
four chairs, custom built to fit 


propaganda barrage. 


the statures of the owners . . . 
cost, $35. 

One coffee table of unique 
design (it retails at about 
$300) . . . cost, $2 in lacquered 
wood and $52 for a 30-inch tri¬ 
angle of l /\ -inch-thick glass. 

Two table lamps in oak (re¬ 
tail price $23.90 plus tax) . . . 
cost, $7.30. 

The list can go on and on, in¬ 
cluding chairs, breakfast bar, 
phonograph cabinet and more 
lamps. The cost to build com¬ 
parisons are all about the same. 

“It’s been fun, too, hasn’t it, 
Bill ?” Mrs. Gilger insisted, nudg¬ 
ing her husband. Bill started to 
say something, thought better of 
it and nodded his head vaguely. 

“He likes it so much he’s think¬ 
ing of building a whole house 
some day,” Mrs. Gilger continued. 

Bill closed his eyes as though 
he hoped he were dreaming. 

“Who’s thinking about it?” he 
mumbled. “Listen, friend, take 
my advice and never let your 
wife know you’re handy with 
tools. ...” 



BACK HOME FOR A CHANGE—The delta wing XF-92A built at SD for Air Force is due back 
at Convair from Muroc. Plane will enter Experimental for mechanical adjustments. Pictured beside 
ship is Capt. Charles Yeager, Air Force test pilot, and Sam Shannon, Convair SD head of experi¬ 
mental Hying. In inset is Maj. Frank K. (Pete) Everest, another Air Force ace who has flown XF-92. 



HANDY TALENTS—When home furniture costs gave him a chill, W. C. Gilger (Dept. 31 SD) put 
to work skills that make him one of top aircraft model builders in business. During leisure time he 
built lamps shown here, chair in foreground, coffee table and dining room set, all for a small slice 
of retail value. Shown are Gilgers in their living room on Pt. Loma. 


In Six Colors 


Artistic SD Fire Fighter Paints 
Tricky Designs for New Truck 

Convair SD’s new fire truck sported as many colors as Joseph’s 
oat this week, all because Jack Fiel is an artist as well as a 


veteran fireman. 

Fiel is an artist with a peculiar 
specialty, painting fire wagon de¬ 
signs. He is probably the only 
expert in this field in San Diego. 
And if you don’t think it is a 
complicated skill, just stop and 
examine the next fire truck you 
see! 

“I started about 15 years ago 
when 1 was on the San Diego 
city fire department,” Fiel re¬ 
called this week as he put the 
finishing touches to the new 
Convair SD truck. “I had done 
some painting and when they 
asked me if I could paint fire 



“Let’s abandon him! It’ll be 
cheaper to raise another one.” 


wagon designs, I said I’d try. 

I got rather good at it and for 
a period of about 10 years I 
decorated all the San Diego 
rigs.” 

The design Fiel is following for 
the new SD truck is based on one 
that marked the old 1928-1929 
1,000 gallon pumpers of the San 
Diego department. Known as a 
“Florentine,” the design pictures 
a branch with leaves and stem. 
II is reproduced several times on 
sides and rear of the machine. 

“The fashions have changed 
in fire truck design to more 
simple decorations,” Fiel ex¬ 
plained. “It used to be that a 
truck would carry as much as 
$150 in gold leaf alone!” 

The general outline of the de¬ 
sign is stenciled on with a light 
outline of chalk. After that the 
wdork is all free hand. Fiel uses 
a half dozen different colors and 
applies the paints by brush, first 
one and then another. The dif¬ 
ferent colors permit delicate de¬ 
grees of shading. 


Woods Appointed 
Riding, Roping 
Leader for FW 

W. P. Woods, Convair FW 
superintendent of Final Assem¬ 
bly, has been appointed CRA 
commissioner of newly-formed 
Riding and Roping activities at 
Convair FW. 

New officers of the Roping 
Club are T. M. Smith, Dept. 4-5, 
chairman; Helen Cockburn, Dept. 
31, recording secretary; D. A. 
Bennett, Dept. 22-4, correspond¬ 
ing secretary; W. H. McMillen, 
Dept. 25-3, treasurer; J. L. Shac¬ 
kelford, Dept. 81, first shift arena 
director, and Bill Lott, Dept. 81, 
second shift arean director. 

Formal opening of the Roping 
Club arena at 3600 Seminole, one 
block south of the old Azle high¬ 
way, will be at 7 p.m., April 15. 
Entertainment will include calf 
roping, bronc riding and barrel 
racing. 

Convair FW ropers are invited 
to practice from 5 to 9 p.m. each 
evening and on Saturdays at the 
arena. 

M. C. Copold, Dept. 6, is serv¬ 
ing as chairman of the Riding 
Club. Sessions are held each 
Monday and Wednesday at Forest 
Park. 


Drafted in Wartime 

Boring Mill That Once Built Rail 
Locomotives Now Helps on B-36 

Old Faithful at Convair FW isn’t quite as consistent as its 
geyser namesake in Yellowstone National Park—but it gets a lot 
more work done. 


Convair FW’s Old Faithful is 
an antique-aged vertical boring 
mill which once was used to turn 
out wheels for 1898-vintage loco¬ 
motives, but which is now per¬ 
forming equally as well in the 
production of the newest and lat¬ 
est thing in production of heavy 
bombardment aircraft, the Con¬ 
vair B-36. 

The vertical boring mill, lo¬ 
cated at the south end of the 
assembly building in the drop 
hammer area, is 52 years old— 
and believed to be the oldest 
piece of machinery in the plant. 

How the aged piece of equip¬ 
ment comes to be located at Con¬ 
vair FW, which boasts of so 
many of the newest aids to air¬ 
craft production, is a story told 
by K. H. Carr, Engineering De¬ 
partment’s equipment engineer, 
whose job it is to locate and pur¬ 
chase all equipment used in the 
plant. 

Carr recalls that it was in 
1945, during the war, that a 
planer was being used in the 
Tooling Department for scalping 
the bottom of Kirksite dies to 
insure a solid bearing when 
placed on a drop hammer bed. A 
quicker, more efficient method 


was needed, and Carr was given 
the assignment of finding the 
machinery. 

Due to war-time shortages, 
Carr found it would cost more 
than $100,000 to purchase the 
necessary machine new — and 
delivery could not be obtained 
in less than three years. That 
wouldn’t help, so he started 
looking for a used machine. 

He finally located a broken- 
down vertical boring mill idle in 
a plant in the north, offered 
$6,000 for it quick, and got it in 
two weeks. 

“It was in sad shape,” recalls 
Carr, “and I’ve been razzed about 
that machine ever since. It took 
us several weeks to build missing 
parts, repair it and put it in run¬ 
ning order. But that compared 
with paying $100,000 and waiting- 
three years!” 

Now, five years later, the ma¬ 
chine is still on the job every day 
—except for an occasional break¬ 
down. It is estimated that today 
it would cost from $70,000 to 
$100,000 to obtain a machine to 
replace Old Faithful—so chances 
are it will remain on the job for 
some time to come. 



OLDEST IN PLANT—Machine (not Dept. 82's W. M. Worthing¬ 
ton, that is). Old vertical boring mill, located in drop hammer area 
in south end of Convair FW assembly plant, was purchased during 
war when machinery was hard to come by—and it's been on job 
ever since, except for an occasional breakdown. At its age—52 
years!—maybe it has earned a rest now and then. 
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Zimmerman Nets 
First Fish Button 

E. L. Zimmerman of Dept. 31 
SD is the first Convair fisherman 
to qualify for an award button. 

Zimmerman made the grade 
while surf fishing at Del Mar 
and brought in a three pound, 
five ounce opal eye sea perch. He 
was using clams for bait. Zim¬ 
merman really didn’t have to try 
so hard for his button. A sea 
perch weighing three pounds 
would have been plenty big 
enough to win a button. Inciden¬ 
tally, Gene came within an ounce 
of tying the Southwest Anglers, 
Inc., mark for the biggest sea 
perch caught by a member of the 
group. 


LINKSMEN — CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Fred Foster putts in upper 
photo during qualifying rounds 
of plantwide golf tournament at 
FW. He shot a 75. Looking, on 
are Lawrence Armstrong, Cecil 
Wilson and Paul Ondo. In lower 
photo Ondo pours the wood to 
a long tee shot. Ondo shot a 
one over par 71 which was good 
enough for a tie with J. T. Tyler 
for medalist honors. 


When 120 Convair FW golfers 
tee off next Saturday (April 15) 
at Meadowbrook golf course in 
the first round of the plant-wide 
tournament, they’ll be competing 
against a lone female contender, 
Nellie Karpinsky, Dept. 27-0. The 
32-year-old sportswoman has 
been playing golf for the past 
three years, and consistently de¬ 
feats her husband, N. C. Karpin¬ 
sky, Dept. 27, also a tournament 
entry. 

Nellie made a creditable show¬ 
ing in qualifying rounds with a 
92. 

Co-medalists in qualifying 
rounds April 1, 2, at Ridglea golf 
course, with scores of 71, one 
over par, were Paul Ondo, Dept. 
8-3, and J. T. Tyler, Dept. 4-4. 

R. C. Bright, Dept. 22, high¬ 
lighted qualifying play by scor¬ 
ing a hole in one on the par 
three, fourth hole. He ended play 
with an 82. 

Tough competition will be fur¬ 
nished by Jack Samuelson, Dept. 
6, and Joe Doggett, Dept. 4-4, 
who turned in 72’s; J. B. Brad¬ 
ley, Dept. 81, a 74; Fred Foster, 
Dept. 82, and Johnny Ringo, 
Dept. 1-3, 75’s; Lawrence Arm¬ 
strong, Dept. 20, and Fred Hop- 
ton-Jones, Dept. 6-2, 76’s; H. L. 


Winners Collect 
Handsome Prizes 
In Fishing Contest 

Though P. L. (Polly) Wise 
(Dept. 3 FW) and H. C. Forester 
(Dept. 50 FW) were first in CRA 
fishing contest at FW, there were 
other winners, too. 

J. L. Henderson, Dept. 4-3, won 
a glass rod and a Langley Lake 
cast reel for his 7%-pound bass; 
A. A. Higginbotham, Dept. 48, a 
glass fly rod and automatic reel 
for his 1^4-pound crappie. 

R. D. Jones, fishing commis¬ 
sioner, announced a new quar¬ 
terly contest which is now under 
way until June 30. Prizes to be 
awarded Convair fishermen in¬ 
clude a tackle box for the largest 
bass, a plug for the second larg¬ 
est, a minnow bucket for the 
largest crappie, trot line for the 
largest catfish, and a 150-yard 
nylon line for the biggest sand 
bass. 

Fishermen must register the 
weight of their fish at the FW 
Employee Services section to be 
eligible for prizes. 


Cole, Dept. 4-2, and Jessie De¬ 
wees, Dept. 9-2, 79’s. 

Play will continue on four con¬ 
secutive week-ends at Meadow- 
brook, Worth Hills, Ridglea and 
Rockwood courses. 


Dittmann Turns In 
Best Quarterly 
Gun Performance 

William Dittmann held undis¬ 
puted first place among Convair 
SD pistol shooters this month 
after receiving the quarterly 
trophy for the best performance 
in the first thee months of 1950. 

Dittmann led Class A shooters 
of the CRA Pistol Club in Janu¬ 
ary, February, and March over 
the police course with an aggre¬ 
gate score for the period of 862. 
Ash Bishop led Class B shooters 
in the quarterly standings with 
834 followed by Roy Castaneda 
in Class C with 788. 

For center fire competition in 
March, Tony Manino came out 
first with a 171 total followed by 
Jim Baxter with 159 and William 
Jenkins with 136. 

First among Class B marksmen 
over the police course in March 
was Howard Heidman while Cas¬ 
taneda led the Class C group. 


Rubber Horseshoes 
Tourney to Start 

Rubber horseshoes will be 
available for a plant-wide horse¬ 
shoe tournament scheduled to be¬ 
gin within the next few weeks. 

The horseshoes may now be 
obtained from Finn Wahl, Dept. 
30, horseshoe commissioner; O. G. 
Dalton, Dept. 81, co-commissioner, 
or the CRA office. 

Leagues will be set up in dif¬ 
ferent sections of the plant. 
Uniform rules will be adopted for 
tournament play, which will last 
five weeks. 

Starting date of the tourna¬ 
ment will be announced in the 
next issue of CONVAIRIETY. 


Baseball Positions 
Open on SD Team 

Convair SD’s baseball team will 
open its summer season, Sunday, 
April 16, at Golden Hill play¬ 
ground in a practice game 
against Old Town. Regular 
games of the County Managers’ 
Baseball Association will not 
start until May 15. 

CRA Commissioner Pete Bey- 
rer said that if any new players 
not already with the team want 
to work out they should get in 
touch with him at Ext. 440, or 
Pete Grijalva, team manager, 
Ext. 544, 



PRIZE CATFISH—H. C. Forester, Convair FW Dept. 50, and 
P. L. Wise, Dept. 3, hold 46 , / 2 “P oun d catfish which they caught in 
Colorado River near Rockwood, Tex. Fish was largest registered in 
Convair FW fishing contest which ended March 31. 


Ondo and Tyler Fire 71's 
To Lead Golf Qualifiers 



NICE AND NAUTICAL—If beauty alone were secret of fishing 
skill, Jane Schoolcraft of SD Salvage Store would have no difficulty 
winning all the buttons on yachting cap she is modeling in this 
photo. Buttons are awarded by Southwest Anglers Inc. (to which 
CRA at SD belongs). Each button signifies owner has caught a 
fish of a certain variety. Not just any size fish, but one that comes 
up to fixed requirements. (See CONVAIRIETY of March 29 for 
list.) SD anglers should apply at Employee Service, ext. 430, for 
button awards. 


Mahaffey to Defend Badminton Title at FW 
In 'Battle of Birdies 1 Starting April 20 

Phil Mahaffey, Convair FW will be awarded the winner of 


badminton tournament director, 
promises one of the most “hotly 
contested tournaments ever 
staged at FW” when the 1950 
battle of the birdies opens April 
20 at W. C. Stripling Junior High 
School. 

Deadline for entry is April 19. 
Defending singles champion Ma¬ 
haffey will try to retain his 
crown against veteran players 
Roy Harrison, Dept. 27-0; E. V. 
Ellsworth, Dept. 6-4; Leo Wilson, 
Dept. 6-2, and last year’s runner- 
up, Walter Bradley, Dept. 8-3. 

This year’s events will include 
men’s singles, men’s doubles, and 
mixed doubles. Convair FW fami¬ 
lies are eligible to compete. There 
is no entry fee and shuttles will 
be provided. Individual trophies 


each event. 

Consolation matches will also 
be held in each event with prizes 
to the winners. 

Entry blanks may be obtained 
from Mahaffey, Ext. 2258. 


Mendez Knocks Off 
Another Bird Title 

Marten Mendez (Dept. 22 SD), 
national badminton champion, re¬ 
cently added another trophy to 
his growing list of accomplish¬ 
ments. He won the tenth annual 
Genessee Valley Club invitational 
badminton tournament at Roches¬ 
ter, N. Y., by defeating Wynn 
Rogers of Pasadena in two sets. 



FW BADMINTON PLAYERS—Getting in shape for the Convair 
FW badminton tournament which opens next week is this group 
of "birdie chasers." They meet each Tuesday and Thursday night 
at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. Back row, left to right: 
Charles Neyland, Ed Rasmusen, Dan Redwine, Linwood Egger, Leo 
Wilson, E. V. Ellsworth. Front row, left to right: Walter Bradley, 
Harold Young, Mary Alice Bradley, Dora Ellsworth, Sally Mahaffey, 
Phil Mahaffey. Phil is defending singles champion and also won 
last year's doubles crown with Walter Bradley. 
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TOP MEN AMONG FW, SD KEGLERS—The winter bowling season came 
to a close at both divisions this month with nine teams out in front in nine 
different leagues. Photo 1 shows Alley Bowl team at FW, 735 league winners, 
H. C. Hagerman, W. W. Wisdom, W. K. Fairless, Herman Borgeld, T. A. Swingle, 
Dan Milburn. George Symm, league secretary, is presenting trophies. No. 2 
shows FW Machine Shop No. 2 team, second shift leaders, James Dowell, W. D. 
Lake, C. W. Countryman, J. B. Gauntt, T. 0. Smith. Photo No. 3 shows Primary 
Assembly, winners in SD handicap league. (They took honors by one-point margin 
in thrilling last game.) Shown are Harry Blythe, Charles Bracey, H. T. Walsh, 
Frank Budz and Capt. J. H. Brandt. Photo No. 4 is Southern College of Commerce 
team at FW, winners of 650 loop, R. S. Harris, B. J. Parrish, M. B. Gross, J. H. 


Herbert, H. C. Bartholomew, G. B. Bavousett. In photo No. 5 is Canada Dry team 
at FW that won 800 league, Jim Furche, Newt Halbrook, A1 Baskin, W. Hale, Jr., 
John Harpstrite. Photo No. 6 is of 800 league winners at SD, Leonard Sellers, 
Capt. 0. R. Templeton, E. W. Olson, C. D. Saxon, E. S. Johnson. (Bob Richter 
unavailable for photo.) Trouble Shooters team at FW that won Engineering 
league is shown in No. 7, B. J. Parrish, H. T. Feldhausen, W. J. Eberly, W. N. 
Liddle, C. M. Clark, G. B. Clayton. In No. 8 is 825 league winners at SD, 
J. H. Brandt, Roy Combs, H. T. Walsh, Frank Budz, Mat Kimmel. No. 9 team 
is Tool Planning, winners of 850 league at SD, Paul DeGiulio, captain, R. H. Lang, 
Emanuel DeGiulio, J. L. McWhorter, R. D. Marks. 



Lineups Complete for SD 
Teams in City Leagues 


FW Bowlers Have Until April 24 
To Enter Handicap Tournament 


FW Baseball Team 
Plays Carswell Nine 
In Season's Opener 

Sporting their new red and 
white uniforms, the Convair FW 
aseball team was scheduled to 
meet the ever-ready Carswell Air 
Force Base squad in their open¬ 
ing game of the season last night 
(April 11) at Rockwood Park. 

Due to a reorganization of 
leagues, Convair switched from 
National League play to the Ma¬ 
jor City League, with games 
scheduled each Tuesday and 
Thursday at Rockwood. 

Playing in the same league 
with Convair and Carswell will 
be I.A.M. and Britt Lumber Com¬ 
pany. 

Convair FW spectators may at¬ 
tend the games for only a 15-cent 
fee, which is used to defray light¬ 
ing expenses. 

Second shift players have or¬ 
ganized two teams—CVAC in the 
American League and the Bomb¬ 
ers in the National League. Both 
teams will play on Sunday after¬ 
noons at Sycamore Park Dia¬ 
monds No. 2 and 3. 

Jack Brittain, baseball and 
softball commissioner, has an¬ 
nounced that a baseball team for 
colored Convair players is now 
being organized. 


Lineups are virtually complete 
for the four softball teams that 
Convair SD will enter in city 
league play and first games of 
the pre-season tourney are sched¬ 
uled for May 1. 

Meanwhile, teams are working 
out regularly at various diamonds 
assigned to league play. 

CRA Commissioner Tony Ber- 
ardini announced selection of 
managers is now complete. Woody 
Ross (who piloted the winning 
Industrial League team last year) 
will manage the Convair Eagles. 
Johnny Alvarez (who headed up 
the Convairiety team last season 
that finished second in the Double 
B loop) will manage the Convair 
Bombers. They join Ken Ellis 
(pilot of Convair No. 1 squad) 
and Ernie Damarus (head man 


for Convair-Liners) who were 
named previously. 

Ellis’ team apears a certainty 
to be drafted into the Triple A 
league while the Eagles appear 
sure to be placed in Industrial 
League, which, incidentally, they 
are favored to win. Results of 
pre-season play will determine 
the leagues in which the Convair- 
Liners and the Bombers will com¬ 
pete. 

“As a whole, the teams are 
stronger than our representatives 
last year,” Berardini commented. 
“However, our Triple A team will 
be operating under a handicap. 
They have lost three top players, 
Montgomery, Graves and Clark, 
to other teams.” 

All rosters for the teams in 
pre-season play must be turned 
in to Berardini before April 20. 


Convair FW bowlers, both men 
and women, have until 7:30 a.m., 
April 24, to register for the 
plant-wide Convair Recreation 
Association handicap bowling 
elimination tournament, accord¬ 
ing to Commissioner H. G. 
Starkey. 

The tournament begins at 1 
p.m., Sunday, April 30, at Alley 
Bowl and will be comprised of 
singles matches only. 

There will be three divisions 
for men: Class A, 161-200 aver- 


Plaques were at the engravers 
this week for members of the 
plant championship Eagles bas¬ 
ketball team at San Diego. 

The quintette managed by Sam 
Shepard made it two titles in a 
row recently by coming from be¬ 
hind to defeat the Engineers in 
a three-game playoff. 

The Eagles (made up mainly 
of players from Experimental) 
dropped the first game of the 


ages; Class B, 146-160 averages, 
and Class C, 145 and under aver¬ 
ages. The women will bowl in 
their own division. 

One match of three games will 
be bowled April 30. Two or more 
matches will be bowled the fol¬ 
lowing Sunday to determine the 
winners in each class. Tourna¬ 
ment entry fee is $1, plus a bowl¬ 
ing fee for each match. 

Prizes will be awarded the 
winners in each division. 


final series but won the second 
in a thrilling overtime game that 
ended 32 to 30. In the third and 
deciding encounter the issue was 
in doubt up until the last two 
minutes. With three minutes to 
go the Eagles led by a scant one- 
point margin, 31 to 30. At this 
point, however, they launched a 
garrison finish that piled up six 
points in half that many minutes 
and the game ended 38 to 31, 


Experimental SD's Eagles Win 
Plant Hoop Title in Thriller 
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CONVAIRIETY 


April 12, 1950 



CRA Activities 

By H. G. Starkey, CRA President for FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


As new president of your Convair Recreation Association, you 
may expect me to give you a lot of hoopla about what we’re going 
to do in this 1950-51 fiscal year. But I won’t. At least, not yet. 

There are at least two good reasons for this. 

For one, all of your CRA commissioners and a lot of other 
good Convair folks are up to their ears right now making arrange¬ 
ments for the CRA circus that you’ve been reading about. All of 
us are going all-out to make this the biggest and best event of 
its kind in Convair FW history, as I know it will be. So I don’t 
want to mess up the atmosphere right now with a lot of other stuff. 

Secondly, we don’t know yet exactly what the CRA year holds 
for us. We’re still in the planning stage. While we know it’s going 
to be a big year, our employee council at press time had not yet 
acted on detailed plans for the year, so we’ll reserve those for later 
when they’re more definite. 

* * * * * 

It’s spring again—and CRA activities which have been dormant 
during the coldest part of the year are getting back into action. 

The golfers are out in full force—some 120 of them, in fact, 
participating in the first CRA tournament of the year. And that 
includes one Convair FW woman golfer, too, the first such to enter 
competition against the men. She’s Nellie Karpinsky—and she’s 
doing all right. 

The horse riders are off to a galloping good season. Those 
interested in park and ring riding are having regular sessions at 
Forest Park Stables, while those interested in western style riding, 
calf roping, etc., are having their sessions in the McMillen Arena, 
3600 Seminole, one block south of the old Azle road. 

* * * * * 

Another new commissioner—as a result of the riding activity 
mentioned above, CRA needed another commissioner on the em¬ 
ployee council. Fortunately for the group and for the CRA, we 
obtained W. P. Woods, who has been active in riding groups in 
Ft. Worth for many years. As spokesman for the CRA riders, 
Woods will be on the council to help out in the work being done by 
M. C. Copold with the park riding group, and by T. M. Smith with 
the Riding and Roping Club. 


BADMINTON—John Cates, commissioner, ext. 2103. Deadline for entering 
plant-wide tournament is April 10. Play begins April 20 at W. C. Stripling Junior 
High School. For entry blanks contact Phil Mahaffey, ext. 2258. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 3263. Summer leagues now 
being formed. Entries for mixed league, men’s doubles league, and a men’s five- 
man team league will close April 28. Register with Starkey or Polly Wise, 
ext. 5141. 

BRIDGE—Herb Helstrom, commissioner, ext. 2255. Bridge Club meets every 
Thursday in the main dining room of the Blackstone Hotel. Advanced lessons, 
7:30 p.m. Beginners’ lessons, 8 p.m. Play 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Classes in basic 
photography for beginners at 8 p.m. every Wednesday at Y.M.C.A. Regular 
meetings 8 p.m. April 17 and May 1 at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Play every Friday at 7:30 
p.m. at Y.W.C.A. Four-week tournament starts April 14. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS CLUB—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olson, ext. 4116. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massagee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 11:20 
to 11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. Plant-wide golf tournament now 
underway. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, ext. 3164. Register weight 
of bass, croppie and catfish at Employee Services section for quarterly fishing 
contest prizes. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—Western serial, “Valley of Vanishing Men” at 11 a.m. each Thursday, 
main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Those interested in 
playing contact Whisenhant. 

RIDING—Beginning and intermediate classes every Monday and Wednesday at 
Forest Park Stables. Contact M. C. Copold, ext. 2255, for further information. 

ROPING—Club now being organized. Those interested contact T. M. Smith, 
ext. 6160. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Dancing 8 to 
10 p.m. each Monday at North Side Recreation Bldg. Children’s classes, 7 to 8 
p.m., adult beginners 8 to 9 p.m.. East and West class rooms. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, temporary chairman, ext. 
4239. Meeting 7:30 p.m. April 18 at Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday night at Forest Park. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Tournament semi¬ 
finals now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Plans 
now being made for spring and summer activities. CRA members interested in 
swimming, boating, water skiing or other water sports contact Saurenmann. 

Texas Softball Season Starts 
As Two Convair Nines Compete 


Softball season at Convair FW 
will open officially tonight for 
two teams, the Bombers in the 
Commercial League at Forest 
Park and CVAC in the Western 
League at Sycamore Park. 

Monday night saw opening 
balls pitched by the B-36 Flyers 



It's coming to Ft. Worth 
April 27, 28, 29 especially for 
Convair FW folks. Get your 
tickets. 


in the East Texas League and 
Convair in the National League. 
Tuesday night “firsts” were 
played by intra-plant squads and 
the Convairettes, girls’ team. 

Second game of the week will 
be played tonight by the B-36 
Flyers at Centennial Park and 
Convair at Trail Drivers Park. 

Opponents had not been named 
at CONVAIRIETY press-time. 

All team positions have been 
filled except that of a pitcher for 
the girls, according to Jack Brit¬ 
tain, commissioner. The girls will 
wear new royal blue and white 
uniforms with a CRA emblem on 
the left shoulder. 

Remaining games this week 
will be played tomorrow night by 
plant-league teams at Trail 
Drivers Park, Convairettes at 
Forest Park Diamond No. 1, and 
on Friday by the Bombers at 
Centennial Park and CVAC at 
Handley, 


B-36 Returns 
From Arctic 
Climate Test 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Fant and Lacy had highest 
praise for the spirit, morale and 
work of Capt. R. L. Urquhart, 
pilot, and his Air Force crew on 
the cold weather tests. 

It’s “hot” now in Alaska. 
Forty-five to 50 degrees, that is! 
But for weeks at a time during 
the winter, the men and the B-36 
both did all their work outdoors 
in temperatures ranging down to 
53 degrees below zero. The plane 
at no time was ever inside a 
hangar. 

When they took off on the 
flight home, members of the crew 
all wore mukluks, parkas and 
everything else for below zero 
temperatures. When they landed 
at Eglin, the temperature was 90 
degrees. 

“Right then and there, we 
had a strip on the runway,” 
recalls Fant. “Every man in 
the crew started getting off 
his heavy clothes—because the 
heat, to us, was terrific.” 

Fant said that he was “very 
thankful” for the never-failing 
performance of the B-36’s six en¬ 
gines on the trip home, because 
“for about 2,000 miles, we were 
over nothing but mountains and 
not a place to land within a 
thousand miles.” 

In addition to Capt. Urquhart, 
Fant and Lacy, the test crew in¬ 
cluded Capt. H. N. Guider, navi¬ 
gator; Lt. John F. Mosher, co¬ 
pilot; Lt. L. P. Martin, armament 
and bombing, M/Sgts. D. J. G. 
Dammen, W. 0. Holloway, and 
H. C. Bush, and Evert Roden- 
house, Westinghouse representa¬ 
tive, and M. Wiedeman, General 
Electric representative. 


Coast Crews 
Get 'The Word' 

On B-36 Work 

(Continued from Page 1) 
talents on further design, de¬ 
velopment and production. 

“The decision to carry out this 
B-36 program at Convair’s San 
Diego Division followed a survey 
conducted by corporation and Air 
Force officials which revealed 
that the area and facilities over 
and above those needed for pro¬ 
ducing and testing B-36s at the 
Ft. Worth plant are not adequate 
for the conversion work,” Ryan 
said. 

San Diego has sent representa¬ 
tives of Tooling, Engineering, In- 
spection, Production-Control, 
Master Scheduling and various 
other departments to the FW 
division to help coordinate trans¬ 
fer of the program. 

Conversion of the earlier model 
B-36S (the B-36As) into RB-36 
reconnaissance airplanes is being 
done at Convair FW. 


Openings Available 
In Air Unit at FW 

There are now openings for 
150 air reserve personnel with 
communications experience in the 
8545th A.A.C.S. (Airways and 
Air Communications Service) re¬ 
serve corollary squadron at Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base, reports Jim 
Hendry, Convair FW Dept. 3, 
squadron member. 

Ex-servicemen with experience 
in radio, radar and communica¬ 
tions, administration and supply, 
or those without previous mili¬ 
tary experience who have had 
training in electronics or com¬ 
munications, are eligible to join 
this air reserve squadron. 

Members meet the third week¬ 
end of each month at Carswell. 
Those interested may contact Lt. 
Henry L. Morgan at Carswell, 
7-7221, Ext. 331. 

Besides Hendry, other Convair 
FW squadron members are Rob¬ 
ert J. Patton, Dept. 6-1; Albert 
Post, Dept. 76, and Leonard T. 
Spence, Dept. 27-6. 



SON HELPS FATHER, WINS AWARD—R. R. Massegee (left), 
Convair FW Dept. 27-0, has received $127.50 employee suggestion 
award because he turned in idea which helped his father, George R. 
Massegee (right), Dept. 45. Young Massegee holds wooden stick 
which represents old operation while father uses new tool which son 
invented to speed up filling "dope guns." 


Son's Idea Makes Work Easier 
For Dad and Earns $127.50 


Because a Convair FW father 
and son believe in helping one 
another, both are collecting divi¬ 
dends this week. The father— 
George R. Massegee, Dept. 45, 
tool repairman—is happy because 
he has a new and better method 
of getting his job done, which in 
turn has helped his son, R. R. 
Massegee, Dept. 27-0. 

Young Massegee helped both 
himself and his father when he 
invented a new tool for “pop” to 
use on his job. And as a result 
of his idea, he will receive $127.50 
employee suggestion award. 

For three years, the father had 
been filling “dope guns” used in 
gas tighting on B-36 wings by a 
manual process. A stick resem¬ 
bling a hammer handle had been 
used to pack the dope in the 
guns. Air bubbles made it a diffi- 


Rehearsals Indicate 
Excellent Show 

(Continued from Page 1) 
left over, they will be available 
to first and third shift employees. 

A report that Gainesville Com¬ 
munity Circus rehearsals indicate 
an excellent show was after 
two CRA representatives visited 
Gainesville March 26 for a full 
afternoon’s dress rehearsal. 

The dozens of clowns were in 
full dress and up to their usual 
zany antics, while the sky was 
thick with trapeze performers 
flying through the air and tight 
wire walkers dancing through 
their paces. 

In the three rings below, tum¬ 
blers were sailing through the 
air, bareback riders were riding 
in almost every posture except 
the usual one—and a dozen other 
acts were going on all at the 
same time. 

A more complete program will 
appear in CONVAIRIETY’S issue 
of April 26, day before the show 
opens. 


HEART ATTACK FATAL 

C. F. Cantwell, Convair FW, 
Dept. 31, second shift, died of a 
heart attack at his home in Ft. 
Worth, March 25. Cantwell, 53, 
had worked at Convair for the 
past eight years. He is survived 
by his wife, two sons and one 
daughter. Funeral services were 
held March 27 in Ft. Worth. 
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It's coming to Ft. Worth 
April 27, 28, 29 especially for 
Convair FW folks. Get your 
tickets. 


cult process, and the guns could 
only be packed to one-third of 
their capacity. The operation 
took approximately 28 minutes 
to complete, and was then often 
unsatisfactory. 

Young Massegee decided “pop” 
deserved an easier way of doing 
the job. He designed a cylindrical 
“tamper” which fits into the gun, 
packs the dope and eliminates the 
air bubbles. The guns can now be 
filled to their full capacity. The 
new operation takes only 13 min¬ 
utes and 10 seconds to complete. 

Other recent employee award 
winners include: Dept. 3-1, Mary 
Morris; Dept. 12-3, J. L. Vawter; 
Dept. 31, C. B. Walker; and Dept. 
50, S. C. Hilderbrand. 


GROUP 

INSURANCE 

FORUM 


Do you still have unanswered 
questions about the Convair 
Group insurance plan ? 

Here, presented as a service to 
Convair employees, are answers 
to some of the most frequently 
asked questions. The answers 
are provided by the Aetna Life 
Insurance Company, which han¬ 
dles the insurance for Convair. 

Question. Is the group insur¬ 
ance coverage in effect during 
vacation periods without pay¬ 
ing premiums in advance? 

Answer. The group insur¬ 
ance coverage is always in ef¬ 
fect during vacation periods, 
and deductions for premiums 
will be made from payroll 
checks following return to 
work. 

Q. When does the coverage 
become effective under the plan 
after an employee signs? 

A. An employee must be at 
work on the effective date of 
the plan, that is, the date on 
which he signs to have his 
coverage effective. If an em¬ 
ployee is absent on the effec¬ 
tive date, his insurance will 
become effective as soon as he 
returns to work. 

However, for his dependents, 
the insurance becomes effective 
on the “effective date” as set 
forth in the preceding para¬ 
graph, except not for hospitali¬ 
zation daily benefits and mis¬ 
cellaneous charges if one or 
more of the dependents is con¬ 
fined as a patient in a hospital 
on the effective date. 

Dependents will be insured 
for these benefits as soon as 
discharged from the hospital. 
However, they will be insured 
for surgical and diagnostic 
treatments even though hospi¬ 
talized on the effective date, 
providing these treatments oc¬ 
cur after the effective date. 






































TOP OF THE BIG TOP—The camera catches a thrill that will be 
re-enacted this week by high flyers of Gainesville Community Circus 
performing for Convair FW folk. Shown in carrying trick on high 
trapeze are Mary Louise Bezner, Ralph Gerneth and Mac Wells. 

Full House Sure as 35,000 
Circus Tickets Gobbled Up 

With more than 35,000 tickets gobbled up almost 
immediately by employees and Air Force personnel at 
Convair FW, prospects are that the CRA circus will play 
to a full Will Rogers Coliseum at each of its three night 
performances. 
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FW Plant Inspected 
By Armed Forces 
Delegation on Tour 

A day-long study of Convair B-36 manufacturing and 
facilities a ( t the Ft. Worth plant was completed last week 
by 16 officers and civilians of the Industrial College of 
the Armed Forces, Washington, D.C. 


Gala opening performance of 
the Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion affair is scheduled for 8 
p.m. tomorrow night, Thursday, 
April 27. Other performances 
are at 8 p.m. on Friday and Sat¬ 
urday nights. 

At the first show, LaMotte T. 
Cohu, Convair president and gen¬ 
eral manager, will be presented 
a special gold ringmaster’s whis¬ 
tle by Roy A. Stamps, manager 
of the Gainesville Community 
Circus troupe which will perform. 

With the whistle, Cohu will 
serve as “honorary ringmaster” 
to give the shrill blast signaling 
performers to go into their acts. 

Cohu also will lead the circus 
parade which precedes the actual 
performance. Before the circus 
parade, he was scheduled to re¬ 
ceive a certificate making him 
an honorary member of the Con- 
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vair FW CRA Riding Activities 
group. 

Riding with him in the circus 
parade will be W. P. Woods, CRA 
Riding Activities Commissioner, 
Mrs. Woods and approximately 
20 other members of the Riding 
Activities group. 

Plans have been made for tele¬ 
vision station WBAP-TV to carry 
one hour of the circus perform¬ 
ance from 8:30 to 9:30 on Satur¬ 
day, April 29. It was pointed out 
that Convair employees unable 
to obtain tickets for the circus 
might wish to view the show on 
television. 

F. F. Gignilliat, CRA commis¬ 
sioner in charge of the circus, 
issued a last-minute appeal for 
any Convair employees who are 
not able to attend the circus to 
give their tickets to some other 
Convair employee wishing to at¬ 
tend, or to return them to their 
department clerks. 

“We still have people needing 
tickets,” said Gignilliat, “and 
we’re doing everything possible 
to take care of them.” 

He pointed out that tickets 
were distributed equitably among 
all departments and among all 
three shifts. 

“We could not issue any more 
tickets,” he explained, “because 
(Continued on page 8) 


Flying Boat 
Up Half Hour 
On First Hop 

Convair’s new flying boat, 
the XP5Y-1 built for the 
Navy, flew for the first time 
last week, logging a half 
hour in the air on its first 
flight. 

With E. D. Shannon as pilot 
and R. C. Loomis as co-pilot, the 
new, long range model began its 
take-off run a few minutes after 
11:30 a.m., April 18. It was air 
borne in less than 20 seconds and 
cruised majestically over San 
Diego bay and the city at more 
than 5,000 feet before returning 
for a perfect water landing. 

Aboard were seven Convair 
flight crew members. On shore 
watching the take-off were sev¬ 
eral score Convair officials, engi¬ 
neers and ground crewmen. The 
flight was a particular thrill for 
the latter who had put in long 
hours preparing the great ship 
for this moment. 

The XP5Y-1 is the world’s first 
turboprop flying boat and is the 
fastest airplane of its type yet 
built. Top speed is estimated at 
“more than 350 miles an hour” 
and the hull design represents a 
great improvement over previous 
boats. 

The ship is powered by four 
Allison XT40-A-4 gas turbine 
engines which combine propeller 
drive and jet thrust. Each unit 
swings contra-rotating propellers 
and develops the equivalent of 
5,500 shaft horsepower. The total 
of 22,000 horsepower provides the 
60-ton flying boat with fighter¬ 
like performance. 

Distinctive features of the im¬ 
proved hull design include a 
cruiser bow, extended forebody to 
provide easy operation in rough 
water and water-tight integrity 
built into the hull below floor 
level. The plane is designed for 
long range search-rescue and 
anti-submarine missions and can 
(Continued on page 8) 


BOAT CARRIED MAIL 
ON ITS FIRST HOP 

When the XP5Y-1 made its 
first flight, part of the “cargo” 
was a sack of mail carrying a 
number of covers for SD stamp 
collectors. The mail was picked 
up after the flight by the 
Coronado, California, post of¬ 
fice and duly handled. The ar¬ 
rangements were made by Jack 
Benedict of the CRA Stamp 
Club at SD. 


The group, assigned to special 
studies of industries essential to 
the support of the armed forces, 
came to Convair FW on a field 
inspection trip of industries in 
the southwestern area. 

They were welcomed April 18 
by Ray O. Ryan, Convair vice- 
president and FW division man¬ 
ager, after which they were 
given a brief plant orientation 
talk by D. J. Clow, chief indus¬ 
trial engineer. 

For two and one-half hours, 
they inspected the plant in one 
of the most complete and thor¬ 
ough conducted tours ever ac¬ 
corded visitors. 

Guides were Ernest Wenig- 
mann, works manager; A. P. 
Higgins, chief tool engineer, and 
W. E. Magnuson, superintendent 
of Fabrication. 

Among other points of inter¬ 
est, they inspected Onsrud and 
Farnham mill operations, the 
manufacture of rivets, the mate¬ 
rial conservation area where 
shop orders are filled from rem¬ 
nant pieces of sheet metal, hydro¬ 
press operations, metlbond proc¬ 
essing, magnesium heat dimpling, 
stabilizer and tail mating, wing 
structure assembly, major mat¬ 
ing, engine build-up, final assem¬ 
bly and field operations. 

Shortly before noon, they went 
to the Convair flight office where 
they observed a B-36 take-off, 
and a few minutes later watched 
a jet pod-equipped bomber streak 
by only a few hundred feet over 
their heads. 

After lunch, they went into 
conferences with Convair offi¬ 
cials. 

In brief talks, J. W. Larson, 
chief engineer, discussed “Engi¬ 
neering and production problems 
connected with the B-36 pro¬ 
gram.” Clow discussed “Indus¬ 
trial mobilization plans for Con¬ 
vair’s Ft. Worth Division,” and 
R. J. Donnelly, manager of In- 
dustrial Relations, discussed 


“Past and present labor problems 
at Convair’s Ft. Worth division.” 

A question-and-answer period 
and panel discussion was con¬ 
ducted by Ryan, D. C. Burrows, 
assistant division manager; Lar¬ 
son, Clow and Donnelly. 

Members of the Industrial Col¬ 
lege who participated were: With 
the Air Force, Cols. R. I. Wil¬ 
liams, J. F. Babcock, W. T. Clay¬ 
ton and Paul I. Doty. With the 
army, Cols. H. J. Vander Heide, 
B. D. Rindlaub and William K. 
Ghormley, and Lt. Cols. S. S. Cer- 
win and William E. Bardsdale. 
With the Navy, Capts. Kenneth 
P. Hartman, Joseph W. Callahan 
and Comdr. J. S. Dietz. Civilian, 
G. Herman Gilbertson. Faculty 
members, Col. H. R. McKenzie, 
Lt. Col. A. W. Meetze and Dr. 
M. S. Reichley. 

CRA Officers At 
SD Returned For 
Another Year 

Present officers of the Convair 
Recreation Association at San 
Diego were re-elected for another 
year at the annual election held 
April 10. 

Only new official named was 
Claude Bissell, who becomes 
treasurer, filling a position which 
has been held temporarily by 
J. E. Milling. 

Eddie Robinson was returned 
to the presidency, T. C . Berar- 
dini was re-elected vice-president, 
and Grayce Fath continued in 
office as secretary. 

The election was held at the 
regular monthly meeting of the 
CRA Employees' Council, gather¬ 
ed at the Institute of Aeronauti¬ 
cal Sciences building. Guests in¬ 
cluded A.' E. Hill, A. R. Johnson, 
A. H. Kimble and T. F. McAleer 
III, all of Convair SD super¬ 
vision. 



THE TAKEOFF—These three photographs, taken from a speedboat by a Con¬ 
vair SD cameraman, record takeoff of XP5Y-1 flying boat on its first test flight 
April 18, The big boat is shown at right as Pilot E. D. Shannon "poured on the 


coal" and in center picture boat leaves the water with Navy submarine tender 
Nereus in background. The ship flew for approximately 30 minutes before alighting. 
See back page for photos of landing. 
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Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision and profes¬ 
sional and administrative employees. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: M. R. Rogers to 
chief liaison engineer; G. W. Graff to 
assistant project engineer; R. P. An¬ 
drews, P. W. Hill to aerodynamicists B ; 

E. B. Maske to aerodynamicist group 
engineer; E. V. Gish to group engineer. 

Dept. 12, Flight: V. D. Evans to fore¬ 
man. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: J. Hall 
to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: G. C. Tate Jr. to 
supervisor. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: W. W. Alex¬ 
ander, W. W. Williamson to foremen. 
Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: J. 

V. O’Keefe, W. E. Williamson, L. C. 
Lockert Jr., R. E. Pope to assistant 
foremen. 

Dept. 73, Sub-Assembly: J. O. Rea 
to assistant foreman. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promoted to or within supervision and 
professional and administrative effective 
April 16: 

Dept. 31, Experimental: H. L. Sterling 
to assistant foreman. 

Dept| 235, Fuselage Primary: W. P. 
Sellars to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 300, Field Operations: P. J. 
Mann, A. L. Scheibel, J. A. Thomas, 

F. F. Stevens all to assistant foremen. 
Dept. 375, Electronics: W. C. Geop- 

farth to assistant foreman. 

Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period April 11 through April 
24: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 212, C. S. 
Halsey. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, D. H. Bennett, 

W. F. Jungle Jr. ; Dept. 9, W. R. George, 

G. R. Jacob ; Dept. 23, A. B. McFarland ; 
Dept. 24, E. J. Kaufman, M. J. Schip- 
per; Dept. 27, T. A. Bessey. 

Dept. 31, E. R. Compton, W. T. Grin- 
sell Jr., A. W. Kotchkiss, E. W. Rid- 
path, H. F. Whisman ; Dept. 300, R. M. 
Crise. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, Kay O. Mc¬ 
Pherson ; Dept. 6, Violet P. Kunde; Dept. 
9, J. E. Reynolds; Dept. 31, L. J. Smith; 
Dept. 210, E. L. Welker; Dept. 375, 
J. R. Behrens. 

Transfers 

Transfers from San Diego to Ft. Worth 
for period ending April 24: 

Dept. 4, R. M. Kneifl ; Dept. 6, R. K. 
Hopkins, R. D. Johnson, R. E. Jordan, 
M. I. Ludwick. 

Dept. 11, E. E. Dwiggens, N. W. 
O’Falahee; Dept. 250, D. P. Bender; 
Dept. 300, E. R. Luther. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

J. T. Coffee Jr., Dept. 20-3, wants ride 
to and from Y.M.C.A., Fifth and Lamar, 
7 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Ext 2130. 

Margie Mayfield, Dept. 6-5, needs ride 
to and from 419 Hemphill, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 2255. 

R. L. Hammons, Dept. 4-5, wants ride 
to and from 4300 block on East Rose- 
dale, 7 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Ext. 2188 or 
phone LO-1569. 

S. T. Glick, Dept. 9-1, wants ride to 
and from 3305 Stanley (south side) 7:30 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Ext. 5195 or home 
phone WE-1167. 

SAN DIEGO 

Grace Bostic, Dept. 3, would like ride 
from vicinity of 30th and Madison, 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Ext. 1064, home phone 
Talbot 9546. 


Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end of 
building 7), open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. week 
days. Safety shoes and prescription glasses 
sold only from 8:30 to 10:30 and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wednesdays 9 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE (nea 
gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 p.m. to 
4:30 every Tuesday and 3 p.m. to 5:30 
every Thursday. 

Personals 

FT. WORTH 

Mrs. Howard Denzel Bridges and Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Bridges wish to express 
their appreciation for the flowers and 
assistance rendered by Convair FW 
friends during the illness and death of 
their husband and son, Howard Denzel 
Bridges. 

Births 

FT. WORTH 

T U CKER — Twins, daughter, Mary 
Shannon, 5 lbs. 15% oz., son, David 
Christian, 5 lbs. 3 oz., born March 20 to 
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Tucker Jr., Dept. 
47 second shift. 

TATE—Son, Joe Patrick, 7 lbs. 14 oz., 
born March 26 to Mr. and Mrs. G. C. 
Tate Jr., Dept. 27-9. 

SAN DIEGO 

BARKER—Daughter, Ann Patricia, 7 
lbs. 1 oz., born March 30 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. D. Barker, Dept. 6. 

HETRICK—Bon, Charles Steven, 9 lbs. 
10% oz., born April 4 to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. C. Hetrick, Dept. 340. 

HOSKINS — Daughter, Cynthia Kath¬ 
leen, 6 lbs. 14% oz., born April 4 to Mr. 
and Mrs. H. C. Hoskins, Dept. 22. 

McDOUGAL — Son, Craig Alan, 8% 
lbs., born March 26 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. McDougal, Dept. 300. 

MARTIN—Son, Larry Hollis, 7 lbs. 1 
oz., bora March 11 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. D. Martin, Dept. 27. 

STANDLEY—Daughter, 5 lbs. 12% oz., 
born April 16 to Mr. and Mrs. P. P. 
Standley, Dept. 340. 

SWANK—Daughter, Susan Lee, 3 lbs. 
12 oz., born March 28 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Swank, Dept. 3. 

Deaths 

FT. WORTH 

EDWARDS—John C., Dept. 82. Died 
April 11. Survivors: wife, four sons, two 
daughters. 

BRADLEY, John B., Dept. 31. Died 
April 12. Survivors: wife, two sons, one 
daughter. 

POTTS — Orval R., Dept. 48. Died 
April 16. Survivors: daughter, mother 
and father, one brother, two sisters. 

SAN DIEGO 

SNELL—Martin K., Dept. 115, April 
18. Survivors: two daughters, Sharon, 
5, Martha, 2, mother, Mrs. J. M. Snell. 


J. C. EDWARDS DIES 

John Charles Edwards, 67, of 
Convair FW Dept. 82, died April 

11 in a Ft. Worth hospital. Ed¬ 
wards is survived by his wife, 
four sons and two daughters. 
Funeral services were held April 

12 in Ft. Worth, with burial in 
San Antonio, Tex. 


'Early Bird' Among 
Roses Wrecks CRA 
Chances in SD Show 

Because one rose opened ahead 
of schedule, the group entry 
from the CRA Garden Club at 
Convair SD lost out in the San 
Diego Rose Society show 
April 15. 

Commissioner Mike Delva re¬ 
ported that he was confident of 
winning first prize up until the 
last minute, but the CRA entry 
was disqualified when one of the 
blooms opened. The offending 
blossom was owned by Gene 
Zimmerman, club president, who 
was so remorseful that he of¬ 
fered to cut down the bush which 
produced it! 

Others who contributed to the 
group entry included Mrs. Delva, 
Mr. and Mrs. M. G. Osborne, 
Mrs. F. L. Cantrell, Virginia 
Cannon. In competition among 
individual entries the Osbornes 
won a first and a third while 
Mrs. Cantrell took a second. 


Stamp Club Forms 
Approval Book Plan 

All Convair FW second shift 
stamp collectors and others who 
have been unable to attend the 
regular meetings of the CRA 
Stamp and Coin Club will now be 
able to participate in club activi¬ 
ties under a new set-up, Gene 
Fouts, temporary chairman, has 
announced. 

Though not present at meet¬ 
ings, they may buy, sell or trade 
their stamps with regular mem¬ 
bers through an “approval 
book” plan. Further information 
may be obtained by contacting 
Fouts at Ext. 4239 or LO-3408. 


Canasta Beginners 
Will Get Lessons 

Convair FW Canasta Club 
members will take time out from 
their regular tournament play to 
teach Convair beginners the 
fundamentals of the game, an¬ 
nounces L. G. Ivy, canasta co¬ 
commissioner. 

Beginners may attend classes 
at 7:30 p.m. April 28, May 5, and 
May 12 at the Y.W.C.A. “Any¬ 
one can learn to play in one or 
two lessons,” says Ivy. 

A regular Canasta Club mem¬ 
ber will serve as instructor at 
each table. 

SD Tool Engineers 
Hear Rock Speaker 

E. L. Schumaker of the CRA 
Rockhounds Club at SD spoke 
April 11 for members and wives 
of San Diego chapter, American 
Society of Tool Engineers. The 
chapter met in building 19 at 
SD. Schumaker spoke on the art 
of polishing stones and displayed 
his own lapidary collection. 


Clerks Will Order 
Insurance Booklets 

Insurance booklets, explaining 
the Convair Group Insurance 
Plan, are now available for any 
Convair FW employee who did 
not receive one in the mail. 

Those employees may obtain 
booklets by giving their names 
and addresses to their depart¬ 
ment clerks. The FW Employee 
Services section then will mail 
the booklets to the employees’ 
home addresses. 


COPIES OF REPORT 
AVAILABLE AT FW 

Convair FW employees who 
d?d not receive a Convair annual 
report through the mail may now 
obtain a copy at the Employee 
Services section of the Industrial 
Relations Department, or at Pub¬ 
lic Relations, Office No, 62, in 
the Administration Building. 


J. B. BRADLEY DIES 

John B. Bradley, Convair FW 
Dept. 31, died April 12 at his 
home in Alvarado, Tex. Brad¬ 
ley had worked at Convair since 
1943. He is survived by his wife, 
two sons and one daughter. 



TOP FW ANGLERS—Because their "big ones" didn't get away, 
these Convair FW fishermen received prizes in plant-wide fishing 
contest which ended March 31. Left to right, H. Forester, Dept. 50, 
who won Coleman camp stove for largest catfish; A. A. Higgin¬ 
botham, Dept. 48, shown with glass fly rod and automatic reel, 
awarded for largest crappie; and John W. Henderson, Dept. 4, who 
won glass rod and a cast reel for largest bass. New contest is now 
under way. 



JAMBOREE CONTESTANTS—Two square dance sets entered 
by Convair Recreation Association at FW in the city's annual 
square dance jamboree April 15 are shown in action at the North 
Side Coliseum. As result of good showing, sets were invited to 
return that night for performance before television cameras of 
WBAP-TV. Entry was arranged by Finn Wahl through Ross Carney, 
CRA square dance commissioner who called for the performances. 



CRA Activities 

By H. G. Starkey, CRA President for FW 



(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—John Cates, commissioner, ext. 2103. Finals of plant tourna¬ 
ment and last session of current season 7 p.m. April 27 at W. C. Stripling 
Junior High School. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 3263. Summer leagues now 
being formed. Entries for mixed league, men’s doubles league, and men’s five-man 
team league will close April 28. Register with Starkey or Polly Wise, ext. 5141. 

BRIDGE—Bridge Club meets every Thursday in the main dining room of the 
Blackstone Hotel. Advanced lessons, 7:30 p.m. Beginners’ lessons, 8 p.m. Play, 
8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—George Radway, commissioner, ext. 3108. Camera Club “print 
of the year” to be selected from previous contest winners 7:30 p.m., May 1, 
at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA CLUB—L. G. Ivy, co-commissioner, ext. 2153. Beginners’ class 
every Monday through May 12 at 7:30 p.m., Y.W.C.A. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS CLUB—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olson, ext. 4116. 

CHORAL CLUB—R. R. Massagee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 
11:20 to 11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. Final round of play in plant¬ 
wide golf tournament and presentation of prizes May 6-7, at Meadowbrook golf 
course. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, ext. 3164. A .22 rifle “plink- 
ing” match. 1 p.m. May 6 at Ft. Worth Rifle and Pistol Club. Register weight of 
bass, crappie and catfish at Employee Services section for quarterly fishing contest 
prizes. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—Last chapter western serial “Valley of Vanishing Men” 11 a.m. 
April 27, main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Those interested 
in pla’ying contact Whisenhant. 

RIDING, ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Beginning and 
intermediate classes in riding every Monday and Wednesday at Forest Park 
Stables. Contact M. C. Copold, ext. 2255 for further information. Roping club 
now being organized. Contact T. M. Smith, ext. 6160. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Dancing 8 to 10 
p.m. each Monday at North Side Recreation Bldg. Children’s classes, 7 to 8 p.m., 
adult beginners, 8 to 9 p.m., East and West class rooms. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, temporary chairman, ext. 
4239. Meeting and stamp auction 7:30 p.m. May 1, Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Tennis matches 7 to 9 
p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday at Forest Park. 

WASHER PITCHING—Budge Lee, commissioner, ext. 4108. Tournament finals 
now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Plans 
now being made for spring and summer activities. CRA members interested in 
swimming, boating, water skiing or other water sports contact Saurenmann. 



MAPPING A NEW YEAR—CRA officers at Convair SD confer 
on new year plans following elections April 10. Left to right, Vice 
President Tony Berardini, President Eddie Robinson, Secretary 
Grayce Fath and Treasurer Claude Bisseil. All except latter are 
serving their second terms. Bisseil, Square Dance commissioner and 
Riding Club head, succeeds J. D. Milling as treasurer. Milling was 
not a candidate. 
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B-36 NACELLE-CARRIER—Shown as installed for testing on Convair B-36 at 
Convair FW is new nacelle-carrier now undergoing tests. Suspended from bomb 
bay section, carrier holds two nacelles on each side of fuselage. With it, B-36 


itself can transport its own spare power plants to any spot in world. The nacelle- 
carrier is removed from airplane except when craft is being used to transport 
nacelles. 


Can Transport 
Four Spare 
B-36 Nacelles 


B-50 Nose Job Praised 
For Quality and Speed 

Convair SD this week neared the end of one of its most suc¬ 
cessful projects, the fabrication of B-50 noses for Boeing. 

“From the start, this has been almost a ‘model’ of efficiency 
and good workmanship,” K. F. Leaman, assistant division manager, 
declared. 


“I feel sure that when the last 
nose is shipped this summer and 
iinal figures are turned in we 
will have established a record in 
prompt delivery and keeping our 
costs in line.” 

The project started more than 
a year ago and the first nose 
was shipped in late May, 1949. 
Only once was the job off 
schedule and that was during 
last winter when weather at 
Seattle delayed unloading freight 
cars, which in turn delayed their 
return to San Diego to pick up 
newly completed noses. Construc¬ 
tion wise, the three departments 
directly involved, Depts. 335, 330 
and 332, maintained a perfect 
delivery record. 

“We also can be proud of 
the quality of workmanship,” 
Leaman continued. “On a num¬ 
ber of occasions unprejudiced 
observers went out of their 
way to praise the excellence of 
the product.” 


Leaman attributed the success 
cf the contract to several major 
lactors, among which were high 
morale of all involved coupled 
with imagination in developing 
improved methods. Also import¬ 
ant was the system of advance 
planning in which production 
people joined with all other de¬ 
partments involved in mapping 
the job ahead of time. 

Peak production was reached 
last fall with a rate of four 
noses a week. At that time be¬ 
tween 400 and 450 persons were 
engaged in the work in building 
3. Currently, delivery is at a 
rate of almost three a week and 
the project is engaging about 
150 persons. As activity subsided 
personnel have been shifted to 
other duties, mainly to B-36 
parts work. 

The last nose is scheduled for 
shipment early in June. 


With the development of the 
new engine nacelle-carrier for 
the Convair B-36, the interconti¬ 
nental bomber itself now can 
transport its own spare power 
plants to bases where they may 
be needed. 

The new nacelle-carrier was 
announced last week at Convair 
FW, where it is undergoing 
tests, and where first flight test 
was made April 15. 

The nacelle-carrier is hung ex¬ 
ternally from a B-36 bomb bay 
during flight. It carries four 
engine nacelles, each consisting 
primarily of a 3,500-horsepower 
engine plus accessories, cowling 
and engine mount. 

Like the specially-built cargo 
carriers which can be placed in¬ 
side B-36 bomb bays to haul 
spare parts, loose equipment and 
other items, the engine nacelle- 
carrier is another step in in¬ 
creasing the utility and versa¬ 
tility of the B-36 beyond its 
potential as a bomber alone. 

Two engine nacelles are car¬ 
ried in each of two “pods” which 
hang alongside and parellel to 
the bottom of the fuselage just 
forward of the wing leading 
edge. 

The two pods, with the air¬ 
plane ready to fly, resemble 
huge bombs hanging on each 
side of the fuselage. Each 
pod is approximately eight 
feet in diameter at its largest 
point, and is 32 feet long. 

The two pods are attached to 
an airfoil-shaped beam suspend¬ 
ed from the bomb racks in the 
forward bomb bay compartment. 
Each B-36 engine nacelle is at¬ 
tached to the carrier by four 
bolts of three-quarter inch di¬ 
ameter, in the same fashion as 
nacelles are attached to the B-36 
wing. 

The nacelle-carrier is portable 
equipment. When not being used, 
it is easily removed from the 
B-36 until required. When neces¬ 
sary, the empty nacelle-carrier 
itself may be carried inside the 
bomb compartment of the B-36. 



“And try to get your mind off 
your health, the international 
situation, your domestic troubles, 
taxes, the high cost of living, the 
weather and business.” 



REFUELING IN FLIGHT—Above are recently released photos 
of B-50 refueling in flight from B-29 tanker. For more than a year 
Convair has been building noses for B-50s at San Diego plant. 



FINAL INSPECTION—Air Force men look over functional model 
of B-36 before model joins Air Force Exhibit Unit which tours coun¬ 
try bringing air displays to public. Model is equipped with bomb 
bay doors and propellers that operate much like real thing. 


B-36 Model That Operates Like 
Real Ship Joins USAF for Tour 


A model B-36 with bomb bay 
doors, landing gear and propel- 
ers which operate much like those 
on the life-size article is now 
being exhibited to thousands of 
persons the nation over by the 
U. S. Air Force. 

The operable model is now in¬ 
cluded in the Air Force Exhibit 
Unit, which has traveled over 
250,000 miles in the last five 
years to take the Air Force to 
the American public at municipal 
audiltoriums and state fairs. 

The model was built by Walter 
E. Gray of Convair FW engineer¬ 
ing in his home workshop. 

The exhibit unit is a travel¬ 
ing display mounted on two 40- 
foot flat-bed trailers which haul* 
among other things, a complete 
full-size fuselage of a medium 
bomber, thus putting it before 
the eyes of persons in many com¬ 
munities where it would not 
otherwise be seen. 

The USAF exhibit unit has re¬ 
quested several prints of “Tar¬ 


get: Peace,” Convair’s documen¬ 
tary film on the B-36, to show 
in conjunction with the B-36 
model and the other displays. 


Sheppard Training 
Base Wins Praise 

O. H. Hall, Convair FW serv¬ 
ice representative at Sheppard 
Air Force Base, Tex., believes 
that “the finest airplane and 
engine mechanics in the world” 
are now being trained at the 
Sheppard base. 

In an Air Force press release 
this week, Hall states that: “Ex¬ 
treme care is taken in selecting 
instructors and students must be 
the ‘cream of the crop’.” 

Hall is assigned to the Special 
Training Branch of the Airplane 
and Engine School to give tech¬ 
nical advice to instructors who 
teach B-36 maintenance to 
thousands of young airmen. 


Convair-Liners to Clip Four Hours Off 


Salt Lake-Edmonton Hop 

Convair-Liners will inaugurate 
a new service between Salt Lake 
City and Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada, starting April 30, ac¬ 
cording to Western Air Lines. 

This will be the first time 
Convairs have been used north 
of Salt Lake and they are ex¬ 
pected to slice four hours off the 
current schedules between the 
two points. Schedule time for 
the Convair flights will be six 
hours, 50 minutes total elapsed 
time. Stops will be at Pocatello, 


Says Western 

Butte, Great Falls and Leth¬ 
bridge, Western said. 

Western has been using Liners 
on its coastal route between San 
Diego and Seattle-Tacoma since 
September, 1947. The planes 
have continually broken commer¬ 
cial speed records and recently 
established a one hour, 40 minute 
mark between San Francisco and 
Portland, bettering the previous 
mark by 18 minutes for the 552- 
mile distance. 
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UNSEEN VOICES — Here's where "good morning, Convair" 
comes from at SD. At switchboard are (beginning in foreground) 
Mattie Mae Ross, Gladys Langbein, Pat Smith, Faye Ragsdale and 
Mary Amis, chief operator. 

On the Run 


Cousins Reunited By 
CONVAIRIETY After 
22-Year Separation 

Three “long lost” cousins are 
now re-united after 22 years as 
result of a story in the last issue 
of CONVAIRIETY. 

J. E. Rogers, Dept. 50 assem¬ 
bler, who came to CONVAIR¬ 
IETY in an effort to locate Sally 
Jo and Mary Casey, whose hus¬ 
bands he thought worked at 
Convair, has received a letter 
from the cousins, now living in 
Ft. Worth. 

The sisters were “discovered” 
by another Convair worker, 
Lasca Hahn, Dept. 22-2, who 
knew Mary when she worked at 
Convair during the war. 

Mary is now Mrs. A. L. 
Clement of 3701 Fifth Ave., and 
Sally Jo is Mrs. J. W. Beaver, 
3700 Fifth Ave., whose husband 
works in Dept. 48. Beavers 
didn’t read the story about his 
own wife because he worked 
overtime and missed getting a 
copy of CONVAIRIETY that 
day. 

The Casey and Rogers fami¬ 
lies were separated 22 years ago 
after they both moved from 
Jean, Tex., where the cousins 
grew up together. Rogers lives 
in Denton, Tex. 


Bomb-Like Pods 
Carry B-36 Spares 

(Continued from page 3) 
Weight of the nacelle-carrier, 
when loaded with four spare 
nacelles, is approximately 25,000 
pounds. 

Preliminary design for the 
carrier was done in the Con¬ 
vair FW engineering depart¬ 
ment’s preliminary design 
group. Detailed engineering, 
however, was performed by 
the San Diego division engi¬ 
neering department, and the 
carrier was built at San Diego. 

The flight crew on the first 
flight was made up of A. S. 
Witchell Jr. and W. J. Martin, 


SD Phone Operators Track Down 
Autoist En Route to Indiana 


pilots; E. J. Nadolski, and J. L. 
Blackmon, flight engineers; R. 
O. Garlington, radio operator; 
W. G. Griswold and R. D. Nor- 
vell, flight test engineers. 


“Please get me D. F. Brewer on the phone . . . he’s driving 
east in an automobile . . 

Mrs. Mattie Mae Ross, Convair SD telephone operator, probably 
gulped when she heard this request over the wire. But if she did, 
her businesslike voice didn’t betray her. 

“What is the license num¬ 
ber and make of car?” she 
asked. Armed with this infor¬ 
mation, and more, she turned 
the matter over to Mrs. Faye 
Ragsdale, another operator, 
who, at that time was at the 
long distance position. 

Tom Baber, Allison division, 

General Motors representative at 
SD, had placed the call to locate 
Brewer, also an Allison man. 

Brewer had started for home by 
car that morning. Exactly 41 
minutes later Baber was in¬ 
formed: 

“I have Mr. Brewer for you 
now . . .” 

The story of how it was done 
is an example of some of the 
strange assignments which occa¬ 
sionally fall to Convair opera¬ 
tors, problems that require imag¬ 
ination, intelligence and persist¬ 
ence. It could have happened to 
any of SD’s four expert opera¬ 
tors or their chief, Mrs. Mary 
Amis. 

“It took a little figuring to 
‘bracket’ Mr. Brewer,” Mrs. 

Ragsdale admitted. “I knew he 
was on route 80 and had left 
about 8:30 a.m. that same day, 

April 4. It was 10:45 a.m. when 
Mr. Baber placed the call.” 

Mrs. Ragsdale called first to 
El Centro through the regular 
Bell system long distance opera¬ 
tor, suggesting that the sheriff’s 
office would be a good agency to 
try. Then, just in case Brewer 
were an exceptionally fast driver 
she phoned Winterhaven, Calif., 
and then Yuma, Ariz., to head 
him off at the Colorado river. 

Then, in case he were excep¬ 
tionally slow, or had been de¬ 
layed in leaving San Diego, she 
doubled back to El Cajon on 
San Diego’s outskirts. The 


story’s climax came from Brew¬ 
er himself. 

“I was wheeling between El 
Centro and Holtville when a car 
with a red light flagged me 
down,” he recalled. 

Brewer rapidly reviewed his 
recent behavior in respect to the 
laws of California and though 
reasonably sure of innocence he 
nevertheless perspired when a 
deputy sheriff asked his name. 
The perspiration was not wholly 
from the heat of Imperial Valley, 
either. 

“Well, if you’re D. F. Brewer 
like you say you are ...” and 
the deputy paused. “You’re 
wanted on the telephone. You 
can phone at Holtville.” 

Brewer phoned, was called 
back to San Diego for an extra 
day and later resumed his trip 
home uninterrupted. 


Fabrication Winner 
Bn March Safety 

Fabrication led Convair SD 
during March in the monthly 
safety contest. The unit re¬ 
ported one injury during 90,106 
man hours, with no days lost 
and an injury index rate of 11.10. 
In second place was unit 3 (Field 
Operations, Interior Trim and 
Final Assembly) with an index 
rate of 13.52. 


Death Orphans Two 
Small Daughters 

Martin K. Snell, 25, machinist 
in Dept. 115 at SD, died in an 
ambulance April 18 following 
injury in a traffic accident. He 
is survived by two daughters, 
Martha, 2, and Sharon, 5. His 
wife died of a heart ailment a 
year ago. The children are being 
cared for by his mother, Mrs. 
J. M. Snell. 


Five Operators Keep Convair Switchboard 
Operating at SD 86 Hours Every Week 


Seldom seen but frequently 
heard, Convair SD’s staff of tele¬ 
phone operators center their ac¬ 
tivities in a switchboard room 
just off the lobby of building 1. 
For 86 hours each week at least 
one of the five is on duty. 

“Week days the switchboard 
opens at 6:30 a.m. and closes at 
10 p.m. Saturdays we are on 
duty from 8 a.m. to 4:30. We 
close Sundays,” Mrs. Mary Amis, 
chief operator, reported. 

Rush hours are 9 a.m. to 11 
and 1 to 3 p.m., when at least 
three operators are on duty, plus 
the chief operator. The board 
now has positions for a maxi¬ 
mum of four operators. During 
the war there were places for 
seven. The board is a conven¬ 


tional type, except for the addi¬ 
tion of two microphones, one at 
each end. These are used for 
broadcasting over the plant pub¬ 
lic address system. 

Longest calls in' point of dis¬ 
tance have been to China and 
Australia. 

On several occasions during 
wartime power failures opera¬ 
tors went about their business by 
candle light. Now there is 
battery equipped light system. 
SD’s five operators all are vet¬ 
erans of the Bell system and to¬ 
gether have a total of 32 years 
with the company. Mrs. Gladys 
Langbein has nearly 10 years, 
Mrs. Amis nine, Mrs. Faye Rags¬ 
dale seven, while Mrs. Pat Smith 
(Continued on page 5) 



ORANGE BLOSSOMS—Bridal bouquets and rice were in the 
air this week for both Convair FW and SD people. At upper left 
are Jo Feemster (Dept. 12-0 FW) and L. R. Jones (Dept. 27-1 FW) 
who plan to marry May 26 at home of L. E. Adams (Dept. 3-1 FW) 
in Ft. Worth. Attending, bride as matron of honor will be Dorothy 
Schindler (Dept. 22-2 FW). At right above is Leta Davis (Dept. 9 
SD), long time Convair girl, who will become bride of D. P. Shatto 
in Las Vegas Saturday, April 29. Pictured below are Juanita Mc¬ 
Cartney (Dept. 6 SD) and Robert O. Henkel, Navy AMB l/c, as 
they cut cake at wedding March 18. Present from Convair were 
Gladys Hauk, Nell Jowers, Jessie Sanders, Ethel Carmel, Johnnie 
Corbett and Slim Solheid. 


Door Now Ajar 
For Social Items 

Heretofore, CONVAIRIETY 
has shunned purely social 
news to a large extent, fear¬ 
ful that limited space would 
mean poor coverage and poor 
coverage would be worse than 
none at all. 

However, maybe CONVAIR¬ 
IETY has been wrong. As 
an experiment, CONVAIR¬ 
IETY will devote a column or 
two to such items. They 
must be brief and to the point, 
however. So, send your an¬ 
nouncements to Jean Goggans 
at FW, Ext. 5269, and to 
Grayce Fath at SD, Ext. 1071. 
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BIRTHDAY PARTY—Convair FW Dept. 22 friends of Mildred 
Danley (seated) entertained her with a surprise birthday party April 
14 at lunch-time. 


Article Republished 

A CONVAIRIETY article Feb. 
15 on jet engines for the Convair 
B-36 caught the eye of some of 
the folks who help make jet en¬ 
gines—and will be reprinted in 
a General Electric Co. newspaper. 
It was the article headed “There’s 
More to Installing B-36 Jets 
Than Just Uncrating Them.” 
Convair has been advised that 
General Electric, which makes 
the jets used on the B-36 will 
reprint the article and photo¬ 
graphs in GE’s RIVER WORKS 
NEWS, Lynn, Mass. 



“All I can say is thank you . . . 
and will you stop getting finger¬ 
prints all over my nice new fur¬ 
niture.” 


SD Gun Collector 
Goes on Television 

W. I. Miller (Dept. 225 SD) 
and his collection of Civil War 
era guns appeared on television 
over Station KFMB, April 21, as 
a result of a CONVAIRIETY 
story (Feb. 1, 1950). 

Miller was a guest on “Hobby 
Time” a program arranged by 
Harold Rubin (Dept. 27 SD), 
and Edward Keiffer of the Naval 
Air Station. The CONVAIRIETY 
story attracted Rubin’s interest 
and he wrote the script as a 
project in a University of Cali¬ 
fornia extension course in tele¬ 
vision in which he is enrolled. 


PATSY ARMENTROUT 
NOW MRS. COULTER 
Patsy Armentrout, Convair 
FW, Dept. 24-1, and Bill Coulter 
of Tyler, Tex., were married 
April 8 in Ft. Worth. L. L. 
Armentrout, Dept. 45 FW, father 
of the bride, gave his daughter 
in marriage. The Coulter’s ne\y 
address is Rt. 1, Ft. Worth. 
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MULTI-SERVICE VISITORS—Convair SD was host this month to more than two score officer 
students on a field trip from a guided missiles school at Ft. Bliss, Tex. They are shown here grouped 
around Convair's missile, the Lark. Students were marked by diversity of uniform, for among, them 
were officers of U. S. Air Force, U. S. Marine Corps, U. S. Army, U. S. Navy, Royal Canadian Air 
Force, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy. Program chairman for visit was W. O. Blakesley of SD Missile 
Test. 


SD Square Dancers Graduate 


To Pacific Square 

Square dancing at Convair SD 
has grown until it was necessary 
this week to “graduate” more 
than 25 squares from the Silver¬ 
ado ballroom to Pacific Square. 

Last night (April 25) was the 
first session at Pacific Square 
and ACA Ranch Hands provided 
live music. There was a charge 
of 25 cents per person. CRA 
Commissioner Claude Bissell ex¬ 
plained that this is not enough 
to meet the entire expense, but 
that CRA is making up the 
deficit. 

”We will continue to have be¬ 
ginners* classes at Silverado ball¬ 
room, 4756 University, every 


Sessions 

Thursday evening 7:30 to 9:30. 
The advanced sessions will be at 
Pacific Square every Tuesday 
evening, same times,” Bissell con¬ 
tinued. 

“For the time being, dancers 
from other organizations are 
being welcomed for the Pacific 
Square sessions. If the crowd 
continues to grow, however, we 
may have to limit the dancers to 
Convair people only. Until that 
time comes, bring your friends. 
Everyone is welcome!” 

Bissell said acoustics at Pacific 
are the best in the city and the 
floor is excellent for square danc¬ 
ing. 


Convair SD 'Crew' Sails Ketch In 
Ocean Race for Governor's Cup 


A week from today the 70-foot 
ketch Venture will shove off 
from San Diego Yacht Club 
with four Convair SD crew 
members aboard, bent on cap¬ 
turing the third annual Gover¬ 
nors Cup race from Newport to 
Ensenada. 

Clyde Ewing is master, James 
Lawton and Robert Ackley (all 
Dept. 6 SD) are crew members 
and Mrs. Ackley signed on as 
“cook.” 

More than 100 vessels from 
the San Diego-Los Angeles area 
will compete, Ewing said. The 
race starts at noon May 4 at 


Newport and ends when the 
boats reach Ensenada sometime 
the next day. Ewing estimated 
that the contestants would pass 
Pt. Loma around 6 p.m. May 4, 
from five to ten miles off shore. 

“This is the third year of the 
race and the second time we 
Lave competed,’ 1 Ewing reported. 
“We finished 19th among 112 
others on our first attempt.” 

The Venture was built in 
Wilmington in 1930 and was pur¬ 
chased by Ewing’s brother, 
Clare, about six years ago. She 
sleeps 12 and carries a diesel 
auxiliary that sends her through 
the water at nine knots. 




LARK AND LAUNCHER—Here s photo of Convair's guided missile, the Lark, shown on Convair 
launcher at Navy testing base at Pt. Mugu on California coast north of Los Angeles. Apparatus at 
right is "deluge" equipment to which fire hoses are attached. It is safety device in case of fire. 
Operator is seen at pre-flight checkout station in background. Crew here are both Navy and 
Convair. 


Mr. Average American's Sleep Improves 
Inspection of Ft. Worth 

“The Average American would 
feel a lot better about the state 




Rockhounds Slate 
Hamburger Feed 

Convair SD Rockhounds will 
hold a hamburger fry at Torrey 
Pines Park at 5 p.m., Friday, 
April 28. 

Sunday afternoon, April 30, 
they will make a field trip to 
McFall garnet mine near Ra¬ 
mona. Those making the trip will 
rendezvous at the north end of 
the bridge at Lakeside at 1 p.m. 


Five Operators Keep 
Switchboard Going 

(Continued from page 4) 
and Mrs. Mattie Mae Ross are 
the “junior” members with about 
three years’ service each. 

There are amusing sides to the 
business as well as occasional 
excitement. 

“A voice so choked with tears 
that we were sure of a tragedy 
dialed our emergency number 
and asked for her husband,” Mrs. 
Amis recalled. “We were unable 
to determine the nature of the 
emergency at once, because the 
caller was sobbing, so we located 
her husband. 

“We always monitor emergen¬ 
cies to be ready if we can help. 
This ‘emergency’ turned out to 
be a wife who had accidentally 
killed a kitten and wanted ad¬ 
vice from her husband!” 


MODELS TO FLY 

Model airplane enthusiasts 
will meet at Gibbs airport in San 
Diego April 30 for the tenth an¬ 
nual Western States Champion¬ 
ships. Several Convair SD 
hobbyists are slated to enter 
their planes. 


of the nation—and sleep a lot 
better at night—if he had a 
chance to take a close-up look 
at the B-36 bomber and the 
plant where it’s built.” 

You have that on the assur¬ 
ance of the “All-American Aver¬ 
age Guy” who visited the Con¬ 
vair FW plant earlier this month 
for a visit with D. C. Burrows, 
assistant division manager. 

The “All-American Average 
Guy” is Smith Hooten, of Itasca, 
Tex., near Ft. Worth. The title 
was bestowed upon him by the 
Ft. Worth Press, which ar¬ 
ranged for him, his wife and 
daughter to visit Ft. Worth for 
a full day of festivities and rec¬ 


ognition such as is usually re¬ 
served for visiting celebrities. It 
was the newspaper’s way of 
extending recognition due the 
average American, seldom men¬ 
tioned when praise is heaped. 

One of the highlights of 
Hooten’s day was his inspection 
of a B-36, both inside and out. 
A shoe repairman in his home¬ 
town, Hooten was amused by 
Burrows’ observation that the 
problems of running a shoe store 
and those of running an aircraft 
assembly plant probably were 
very similar except that “Con¬ 
vair FW has more people to 
handle the problems.” 

Hooten told Burrows that he 
heard much about the Convair 
FW plant from a brother, J. W. 
Hooten, who works in Dept. 44. 



WEEKEND SAILOR—Clyde Ewing, Convair SD, master of ketch 
Venture, relaxes in main cabin prior to annual Ensenada race. Top 
photo shows Venture during 1948 contest when she averaged II 
knots over a three-hour period. Crew this year will include four 
Convair persons. 


T-29 IN PRINT 

A Convair T-29 was featured 
in the April 25 issue of Look 
magazine as part of a photo¬ 
quiz feature. 


ALL-AMERICAN VISITS CONVAIR FW—Dubbed "All-Ameri¬ 
can Average Guy" by the Ft. Worth Press was Smith Hooten (left), 
shown here as he talked with D. C. Burrows, Convair FW assistant 
division manager. With Hooten were his wife and daughter, Mrs. 
A. D. King. 







































coNVAiRiety 


April 26, 1950 


Page 6 







Coykendall Catches 
First Yellowtail Of 


San Diego Season 

Roy Coykendall, chief of 


Saurenmann Places 
Second in Boat Race 

Joe Saurenmann, of Convair 
FW, won second place in the 
Class C stock utility classifica¬ 
tion of the boat races held April 
16 on Eagle Mountain lake in 
conjunction with the Southwest¬ 
ern Outdoor Exposition and 
Sports Show. 


Production Control at SD, 
knows how to get production, 
whether airplanes or fish. 


Tournament entry list includes 
120 Convair players, with play 
set for the next three week-ends 
at Meadowbrook, Worth Hills, 
Ridglea and Rockwood courses. 


PAINT AND POLISH—No fire truck in the land gleamed any 
more brightly this week than Convair SD's newly completed truck. 
Much of work was done in plant and firemen themselves did 
decorations. 


Senior Boy Scout 
Unit Formed For 
Convair FW Youth 

Convair FW teen-ager sons of 
14 and 15 years will have their 
own Senior Boy Scout Unit under 
plans announced this week by 
Leon Rickert, Dept. 22-8, veter- 
ant scout leader. 

Plans for the troop include 
activities in both the Sea Scouts 
and Air Scouts. Convair fathers 
and their 14 and 15-year-old 
sons may obtain full information 
by attending a meeting of the 
group at 7:30 p.m. Monday at 
the Elks’ Club, Fourth and Bur¬ 
nett. Convair employees also 
may contact Rickert at the plant 
at Ext. 2218. 

Rickert has been a leader in 
scout activities for 37 years. In 
1942, his troop of Sea Scouts 
won the “silver beaver” award 
as the most outstanding in the 
city. 

The Elks’ Club will provide 
the meeting place and finance 
the new unit, Rickert said. 


Showers Dampen 
Baseball Opening 

April showers sent the 1950 
baseball season off to a soggy 
start at Convair FW, with 
weather permitting only one 
game by CONVAIRIETY press¬ 
time. 

In the opener April 11, Con¬ 
vair defeated the hard-to-beat 
Carswell Air Force Base squad, 
14 to 7, after trailing 7 to 2 
until the seventh inning. Con¬ 
vair Pitcher C. L. Haggard tied 
up the game when he stole home 
base in the last half of the 
seventh. 

A homer with the bases loaded 
was hit in the eighth by Con- 
vair’s Joe Blackmon. Pitcher 
Glover Speer’s work was still to 
be done after the game was over. 
He had to hurry to his third 
shift job beginning at midnight 
at the plant. 


Rain Makes Golfers 
Replay Matches 

First round of play in the Con¬ 
vair FW plant-wide golf tourna¬ 
ment was scheduled for last 
Sunday after it was decided to 
replay matches of April 15, due 
to the rain at that time. 


LADY GOLFER —Nellie Kar¬ 
pinsky, Convair FW Dept. 27, 
tries practice shot in anticipation 
of plant-wide tournament which 
started April 15. Nellie's hus¬ 
band, N. C. Karpinsky, also Dept. 
27, taught her to play three years 
ago, "and now she beats me 
every time," he says. She is only 
woman entered in tournament. 


FEMININE ELEMENT—Long the sole woman member of Con- 
vair's CRA Pistol Club at SD, Mrs. Ash Bishop (shown with gun 
recently acquired feminine companion in person of Mrs. H. M. 
Belcher (Dept. 101 SD), shown holding target. Mrs. Belcher first 
learned to shoot back in Columbia, Mo., with rifles but had never 
fired pistols until recently when she turned out for club shoot. She 
did rig.ht smart, too! Mrs. Bishop regularly shoots in marksman's 
division, same as her husband, and sometimes bests him. 


Four Teams Enter 
Badminton Play 

Spring badminton play at Con¬ 
vair SD will get under way this 
week, CRA Commissioner John 
Lockwood announced. 

The league will include four 
teams representing these dis¬ 
tricts: Balboa Park, Hoover High, 
Ocean Beach and Coronado. Each 
team will play other teams twice 
and members of the winning team 
will receive a dozen shuttles 
each. Team rosters are: 

Balboa Park: Fred Minter, 
Jean Moffett, Bob Nash and Ace 
Carver. 

Hoover: Dick Applin, Roxy 
Griggs, Orison Wade, Dick Rey- 
burn. 

Ocean Beach: Bennie Billing, 
Betty Hoover, Bob Hoover, Terry 
Rogers. 

Coronado: John Lockwood, 
Lynn Johnson, Frank Biscak, Irv 
Emig. 


La Paz Visit Marks 
Vacation Cruise 

Seth Gunthorp, Dept. 6 SD, 
was back home this week carry¬ 
ing tales of marlin “that you 
could walk on” and rooster fish 
and Sierra mackerel. 

Gunthorp, on a week’s vaca¬ 
tion, made a 1,000-mile cruise 
aboard the 63-foot twin screw 
diesel boat owned by William 
North, formerly of Radio and 
Electrical Laboratory at SD. 
They left on a Sunday from San 
Diego and cruised leisurely south 
along the Lower California coast, 
eventually putting in at La Paz 
where Gunthorp took a plane 
home. 

Gunthorp caught a 120-pound 
marlin as well as other fish. 


ICE SKATERS MEET 
Convair SD ice skaters have 
had two sessions at Glacier Gar¬ 
den thus far and another will be 
held soon. Those interested in 
participating were urged to keep 
a lookout for bulletin board an¬ 
nouncements. Further informa¬ 
tion may be obtained from Claude 
Bissell, Ext. 523, or Rosemary 
Mullen, Ext. 411. 


'Scot's Accent' Comes Back to Scotty 
From Rough of Old St. Andrews Links 


John (Scotty) Doig of Convair 
SD, vacationing in his native 
Scotland, sent home score cards 
from four different golf courses 
this week. But all were left 
blank, doubtless from modesty! 

The names of the courses 
are enough to give starry-eyed 
looks to all true linksmen: St. 
Andrews (Old Course), Car¬ 
noustie, Gleneagles (King’s 
Course), Prestwick. At least 
two (Old Course and King’s 
Course) have separate names 
for each hole. For example, 
St. Andrews’ No. 4, a 426-yard 
par four, is known as “Ginger 
Beer” while No. 16, a 348-yard 
par four, is called “Corner o’ 
the Dyke.” 

At King’s Course the names 
are somewhat less understand¬ 
able. The 393-yard No. 3 is called 


“Silver Tassie” while No. 8 (a 
175-yard one shotter) is called 
“Whaup’s Nest” and No. 16 (an¬ 
other par three) is named “Wee 
Bogle.” The finishing hole is 
“King’s Hame.” 

Doig, superintendent of Major 
and Sub-assemblies, before he 
left was fearful that his years 
in this country had so changed 
his accent that Glasgow folks 
wouldn’t understand him. How¬ 
ever, he writes: “The people I’ve 
talked to have no difficulty un¬ 
derstanding me, so I’m beginning 
to believe I didn’t lose my Scot’s 
tongue after all.” 

(It is rumored that Scotty did 
not fully recover his prized ac¬ 
cent until stimulated to a wee 
bit of profanity by hacking his 
way out of the rough at St. 
Andrews!) 


While fishing with 67 others 
aboard the sportfisher “Betty 
Lou” on opening day of the 
annual Yellowtail Derby April 
15, he landed the first yellow¬ 
tail of the derby and took the 
boat’s $52 jackpot. Then to 
prove it was no fluke, he 
caught still another yellow¬ 
tail, thus accounting for the 
only two caught that day from 
the Betty Lou. (It was his 
second jackpot in three times 
out.) 

Coykendall’s larger fish was 
smoked and served at a meet¬ 
ing of the Convair SD Man¬ 
agement Club April 19 while 
the smaller one was sent to 
Ft. Worth friends. 

By catching a yellowtail of 
20 pounds or more, Coykendall 
becomes the first SD angler 
eligible for the yellow and 
gold yellowtail button awarded 
by CRA and the Southwest 
Anglers’ Club. 


Favorites Advance 


"DAUBING"—At least that's 
what Jack Fiel of Convair SD 
calls it as he puts finishing 
touches to new Convair SD fire 
truck. Fiel is expert in art of dec¬ 
orating fire equipment, and prob¬ 
ably is only artist in San Diego 
so qualified. 

Dept. 3 Team Wins 
Table Tennis Loop 

Barring last-minute upsets, In¬ 
dustrial Relations (Dept. 3) 
team at SD appeared a certain 
winner as the CRA table tennis 
league play neared an end. 

Apparently a cinch for second 
place was Dept. 22 and Dept. 6 
looked like the third place win¬ 
ner. Complete standings were 
under preparation this week. 


In FW Bird Play 

First round of play in the 
Convair FW plant-wide badmin¬ 
ton tournament began April 18, 
with the favored players per¬ 
forming as expected. Eighteen 
players entered. 

Winning first-round matches 
in men’s singles were Dan Red- 
wine, E. V. Ellsworth, Walter 
Biadley and Phil Mahaffey. Roy 
Harrison, seeded No. 1 in the 
tournament, was scheduled to 
play his first match April 20. 

Winning a second-round match 
in women’s singles was Dora 
Ellsworth. First-round matches 
were won by Rita Schavone and 
Isabel Zeh. Thelma Harrison, 
seeded No. 1 women's player, 
was scheduled to play for the 
first time April 25. 

Final matches in all events 
will start at 7 p.m. tomorrow 
(April 27) at W. C. Stripling 
Junior High School. 


Saurenmann, whose craft 
bowed only to G. G. Slack of 
Dallas, is Convair Recreation 
Association commissioner for 
water activities. 


VICTORY PLAQUES—Members of Convair SD's plant cham¬ 
pionship basketball team pose with individual trophies they won. 
Left to right: Al Parsons, Del Meredith, Phil Poche, Woody Ross, 
Sam Shepard (holding team trophy), CRA Basketball Commis¬ 
sioner Gil Crosthwaite (holding runner-up trophy team won in 


Industrial League), Fred Romero, Charles Benner, Les Craig, 
Charles Splinter. Not available for photo were "Mac" McIntosh 
and Bob Even. Plant championship victory gives team trophy 
to Experimental for second straight year. 
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PINT-SIZED BASEBALL—No World Series gets more serious attention than 
these youngsters give to Saturday morning practice sessions at Convair field in 
San Diego. They are trying out for junior baseball team. No. I photo shows tense 
moment in drill session (note young spectator hanging on wires). In No. 2 a runner 


returns to first base while in No. 3 John Tellup (Dept. I 15), member of SD's all-star 
coaching staff, helps youthful catcher strap on, shin guards. In No. 4 Coaches 
Cedric Durst, Pete Beyrer and Tellup beat out a few grounders for assembled 
youngsters. 



FW Softball Teams Win in 
First Week of Competition 


Four Convair FW city league 
:ams were undefeated in the 
first week of softball season, 
with a fifth still warming up for 
starting play. Rain forced can¬ 
cellation of games after the first 
three days of the season as first 
shift intra-plant games were just 
getting started. 

Second shift play was sched¬ 
uled to start last Monday 
(April 24). 

Winning initial games were 
Convair in the National League, 
B-36 Flyers in the East Texas 
League, Tube Bending and Pro¬ 
duction in intra-plant league, 


Horseshoe Tourney 
To Start May 1 

May 1 will be opening day of 
the 1950 plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching tournament, according 
to Commissioner Finn Wahl. 

New rubber horseshoes may 
be obtained from Wahl, Dept. 30, 
O. G. Dalton, Dept. 81, or the 
CRA office. Tournament play is 
expected to last five weeks. 


Convair in Girls’ Industrial 
League and the bombers in the 
commercial league. 

Sensation of opening girls’ 
league play was Convair’s pitch¬ 
er, 17-year-old Sue Johnson, sis¬ 
ter of Billie Bob Johnson, Dept. 
48. The pretty brunette high 
schooler allowed only two hits in 
the opening game with Lemon 
Electric. Mary Bagby, playing 
second base, made the initial 
Convair score when she slammed 
the only home run of the game. 
Final score was Convair, 7, 
Lemon Electric, 6. 



“By golly, that’s my old 
school!” 


Bass and Bluegill 
Combine for Angler 
From Daingerfield 

When Knox Lee of Convair 
Daingerfield caught a seven and 
a quarter pound bass recently at 
Daingerfield State Park Lake, he 
dragged in a bluegill perch as 
well. 

“Bass of this size are not 
uncommon in the lakes around 
the Ordnance Aerophysics 

Laboratory,” the Daingerfield 
correspondent reported. “But 
few come in with seven and a 
half inch perch dangling from 
their throats!” 

Lee landed the fish with a lure 
he had once given up for lost. A 
park attendant found it, how¬ 
ever, and returned it a few days 
before he caught the big one. 


May 5 Deadline To 
Sign Up for Bowling 

May 5 is the deadline for Con¬ 
vair FW bowlers to register for 
summer bowling league play, ac¬ 
cording to H. G. Starkey, com¬ 
missioner. 

Bowlers may register with 
Employee Services, ext. 5141, 
Starkey, ext. 3263, George 
Symms, ext. 3153, or C. B. 
Mitchella, ext. 2107. Bowlers 
may state their preference as to 
a mixed league or a “men only” 
league. 



TWO-FOOTER — Knox Lee, 
Burner Group at Daingerfield, 
caught the 23-inch bass that 
Johnny Lee, 36 inches tall, tries 
to hold in this photo. 


have a chance to show their skill 
in a .22 rifle “plinking” match 
set for 1 p.m. May 6 at the Ft. 
Worth Rifle and Pistol Club on 
Lake Worth. 

Ammunition and targets will 
be furnished the Convair partic¬ 
ipants. Two boxes of ammuni- 


Mendez Brings 
Back Second 
National Title 

Marten Mendez of Convair SD, 
for the second straight year, won 
the U. S. national badminton 
crown this month at Balti¬ 
more, Md. 

In the finals he defeated Joe 
Alston, also a San Diego player. 

Mendez took the new honor in 
his stride, commenting only that 
he “outlasted” his rival. (Alston 
earlier this year upset Mendez 
in the Southern California 
championships.) 

The Convair SD player indi¬ 
cated he plans to keep on play¬ 
ing championship badminton in¬ 
definitely. “As long as my legs 
will hold up,” he added. Mean¬ 
while, his collection of trophies 
has reached a point where even 
he doesn’t know how many he 
has in storage. The big cup, 
emblematic of the national 
championship, he retains for an¬ 
other year. It is usually on dis¬ 
play in the lobby of the San 
Diego Club. 


to the second-place winner. 

R. D. Jones, CRA rifle com¬ 
missioner, asks that Convair 
riflemen register for the match 
at the Employee Services section 
not later than May 3. 


Riflemen Register For May 6 Match 

Convair FW sharpshooters will tion will be awarded the first- 

place winner, and one box will go 
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THE LANDING—XP5Y-I flying boat, built at SD for Navy, returns after first | get closer during landing than at takeoff and obtained these excellent close-ups. 

flight of approximately a half hour. Speedboat carrying cameraman was able to | Navy submarine tenders in background give contrast in size. 


CRA President 
At SD Outlines 
Plans for '50 

An expanded recreation pro¬ 
gram tailored to attract and en¬ 
tertain a growing number of 
Convair SD people was pledged 
this week by newly re-elected 
CRA President, Eddie Robinson. 

“The trend is away from 
specialized activities toward 
emphasis on those that benefit 
the greatest number,” Robin¬ 
son reported. “That doesn’t 
mean that we are going to 
abandon any of the sports we 
now support, but it does mean 
we will give greater attention 
to those that have the largest 
followings.” 

Robinson, along with all cur¬ 
rent officers of CRA at SD, was 
re-elected to another term of of¬ 
fice following balloting among 
members of the CRA Employees’ 
Council this month. 

“During our first year, we suf¬ 
fered through some ‘growing 
pains’ that were headaches at the 
time but taught us a lot, too. 
I am confident that our second 
year will find a much smoother 
working CRA organziation.” 

Robinson extended thanks on 
behalf of CRA to all supervision 
for their cooperation and support 
and to all the hundreds of Con¬ 
vair people generally who have 
given their time and thought to 
make CRA activities succeed. 

“Our next big event will be 
our Spring Dance, Saturday 
night, May 20 at Mission 
Beach,” Robinson continued. 
Following that will be an all- 
Convair picnic similar to the 
one we held at Del Mar last 
year and next Christmas we 
plan an all-Convair party espe¬ 
cially for the kids.” 


Delta Wing Arrival 
Set for Tomorrow 

The Convair built XF-92A, 
delta wing experimental ship 
built for the Air Force, is ex¬ 
pected to reach San Diego about 
noon tomorrow (April 27) from 
Muroc. 

Air Force pilot, Charles Yea¬ 
ger, indicated he would “buzz” 
the field especially for Convair 
employees before landing. The 
plane is scheduled to enter Ex¬ 
perimental for a few weeks be¬ 
fore returning to the Air Force 
for further test flying. 



“This rain dance is all very 
well, but maybe we should have 
a plane seed those clouds with 
dry ice.” 


ft » 



POLE SITTER — Jack Dixon, 
Convair FW Dept. 25-3, is atop 
flag pole at Convair FW, but 
not for fun of it. He volunteered 
to help repair pulleys on I 10-foot 
pole. In spite of strong March 
winds which swayed pole back 
and forth, Dixon hung on until 
job was completed. He was 
hoisted aloft in "chair" attached 
to ropes. 


Flying Boat 
Up Half Hour 
On First Hop 

(Continued from Page 1) 

carry bombs, torpedoes, mines, 
rockets and other weapons. 

Defensive armament includes 
four side turrets, and a tail tur¬ 
ret with 20 millimeter cannon. 
The plane also will be equipped 
with the latest radar, search and 
radar-countermeasure gear, in 
addition to anti-submarine war¬ 
fare equipment. 

A central pressure refueling 
system permits refueling in a 
matter of minutes from barge or 
other surface vessel. Special at¬ 
tention was devoted to features 
giving comfort to crews that may 
have to stay aboard for weeks 
at a time on extended operations. 

The XP5Y-1 flight tested last 
week is the first of two such 
planes ordered by the Navy. The 
second ship, still in construction 
in Experimental SD, is expected 
to fly later this year. 


Full House Certain 
For Circus at FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 

the coliseum will not hold any 
more people. We would like to 
give more than three perform¬ 
ances, but the Gainesville troupe 
finds that impossible. 

“So we are forced to limit at¬ 
tendance to the number of peo¬ 
ple the coliseum can hold on the 
three nights.” 

Tickets will be required for 
admission to the circus for all 
persons except children under 
five years of age accompanied 
by parents with tickets. Tickets 
were issued free to Convair fami¬ 
lies and families of Air Force 
personnel on duty at Convair FW. 

The circus, like the Christmas 
party which was attended by 
more than 18,500 members of 
Convair families, is presented by 
Convair Recreation Association 
from its portion of profits from 
the sale of candy, soft drinks 
and cigarets in vending machines 
in the plant. 


SD Choral Group 
Forms a Quartet 

Personnel transfers have tem¬ 
porarily halted rehearsals of the 
Convair SD Choral Group, Com¬ 
missioner Jack Reynolds reported 
this week. A quartet has been 
formed, however, and regular 
meetings will be resumed as 
soon as possible. 


28 CONVAIR RESERVES 
WILL FLY TO DRILLS 

Due to a typographical error, 
CONVAIRIETY reported in the 
April 12 issue that “2” Convair 
SD men will be among reservists 
of the 327th AAA Group, Army 
Reserve, flying to Washington 
state for training duty in June. 
The number should have read 28. 
The group will go by chartered 
plane. 



HERE'S THE CREW—Crew that took new flying boat aloft on 
first test flight is shown here in picture posed some days before 
event. At top are pilots E. D. Shannon and R. C. Loomis who were 
at controls on initial flight. 


Auto Crash Kills Three Members Of 
Convair Family While on Texas Trip 


Orval R. Potts, Convair FW 
Dept. 48, was killed April 16 in 
an automobile crash which also 
took the lives of his wife, Jewel, 
and 14-year-old son, Jackie Tom. 


to visit relatives. A daughter, 
Peggy Nell, 12, escaped injury. 

Potts started to work for 
Convair in 1941. He is survived 


The accident occurred in 
Greenville, Tex., as the family 
was enroute to Sulphur Springs 


by his daughter, mother 
father, one brother and 
sisters. 


and 

two 



CONGRATULATIONS—SD Factory Manager Al Morgan, left, 
presents 15-year pin to Clarence Halsey of Dept. 212 while C. F. 
Blair of Dept. 365 looks on. Halsey originally joined company at 
Buffalo in 1927, left and returned after move to San Diego. 








































































FOR CRA NEWS see 
page 2. $50 in prizes 
await camera bugs . . . 
Data on flying enthusi¬ 
asts sought . . . Special 
meeting for second shift 
stamp collectors . . . 
Radio hams consider 
CRA club . . . 
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Convair Men Aboard B-36s on Pacific Missions 




Reed New 
Maintenance 
Head at FW 

A man whose interest in avia¬ 
tion dates back to the building of 
gliders while he was in college 
20 years ago is the new superin¬ 
tendent of Maintenance at Con¬ 
vair FW. 

He is B. G. Reed, who brings 
15 years of aircraft industry ex¬ 
perience to his new job, in which 
he is responsible for all electri¬ 
cal, mechanical and construction 
maintenance. 

Before coming to Convair, 
Reed spent five years in plant 
engineering work with Douglas 
Aircraft Co. at the El Segundo 
division, and 10 years in execu¬ 
tive manufacturing capacities at 
Northrop Aircraft, Inc. 

Reed is a graduate of Morn- 
ingside College, Sioux City, la., 
and obtained B.S. and A.E. de¬ 
grees at University of Michigan 
in 1932. 

In addition to aircraft, Reed's 
principal interest is in sailboat¬ 
ing. On the coast, many of the 
Reed family’s weekends were 
spent on M-irium II, Reed’s 32- 
foot 8,000-pound sloop. The fam¬ 
ily frequently sailed to Catalina 
for vacations. 

Reed says it isn’t practical to 
bring the sloop to Texas, but 
that he will sell it on the coast, 
and buy another sail boat for 
Lake Worth or Eagle Mountain 
Lake. 

At this time, the Reeds 
living at 1421 Lawrence in River 
Oaks, adjacent to Fort Worth. 


Larson to Address 
Management Club 

Convair F W ’ s Management 
Club will meet July 22 in the 
Convair cafeteria to hear J. W. 
Larson, chief engineer, describe 
his recent trip to Hawaii by B-36. 
Later members will go to La 
Grave field to watch Fort Worth 
Cats play San Antonio. 


OVER DIAMOND HEAD—B-36s soar over famous crater of Diamond Head, a landmark near 
Honolulu on the island of Oahu, Hawaiian islands. Photo was taken during recent training mis¬ 
sions that took bombers to the islands and beyond. 


XC-99 Up Over Two Hours 
On Latest Test Flight 

(Pictures on Page 8) 


The world’s largest military 
land-based plane, the Convair- 
built XC-99, completed its first 
are test flight at Kelly AFB July 3 
after undergoing modification, 
Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen, 
commander of the San Antonio 
Air Materiel Area, announced 
last week. The flight lasted two 
hours and a half. 

It was the first time the giant 
transport was airborne since 
March 20, 1950, when an explo¬ 
sion, caused by static electricity 
developed by servicing equip¬ 
ment, ripped out the left inboard 
gas tank. 

Since that time, trained tech- 


New 'Make-up' to Restore FW Plant 
To Fresh Complexion of 'Youth' 


Convair FW this month began 
"‘freshening its makeup.” 

And it’ll take 20 painters about 
four months to do the job. 

Painting of the exterior of the 
plant, the first since 1945, means 
that paint brushes must cover 
1,250,000 square feet—and then 
give it a second coat. 

That’s equivalent to painting 
833 average-size 5-room homes, 
and then giving them a second 
coat. 

Contract for the work, involv¬ 
ing an expenditure of approxi¬ 
mately $65,000, went to M. T. 
Hutchman Co., same company 
which did the paint job in 1945. 

Hutchman estimates that it 
will take more than 6,000 gallons 
of paint, and upwards of $1,500 
worth of paint brushes. 

Why paint brushes instead of 
the faster spray method ? Be¬ 
cause of Texas winds which 
might blow away more paint 
than would stick to the building. 

When complete, the plant will 
be the same color it was when 
originally completed, although 
the fresh paint is darker in tone 
than that which has been beaten 
by Texas winds and faded by 
Texas sun for the past five years. 


FIRST COAT — Painters at 
Convair FW start new "make¬ 
up" for plant. New paint job is 
expected to require about 6,000 
gallons! 


nicians and mechanics at Kelly, 
under the direction of Col. Fred 
Bell, Director of Maintenance, 
have completed all structural 
modifications to the huge ship. 
They have also modified the six 
powerful pusher-type engines on 
the XC-99 so they will be inter¬ 
changeable with those of its 
(Continued on page 8) 


Clark Named 
Security Head 

Appointment of Max E. Clark 
as Convair FW security officer 
charged with assuring strict 
Convair FW compliance with all 
government security regulations 
has been announced by R. J. 
Donnelly, manager of Industrial 
Relations. 

Clark previously was investi¬ 
gator in Plant Protection’s in¬ 
vestigation section. A graduate 
of the University of Texas law 
school, Clark also is a practicing 
attorney, and during World War 
II was a major who served as 
commanding officer of an ord¬ 
nance company in the European 
theater, as a trial judge advocate 
and as a staff officer. He is now 
a major in the Officers Reserve 
Corps. 

Specifically, Clark is responsi¬ 
ble for interpreting government 
regulations regarding security, 
and for developing procedures 
and instructions to affected Con¬ 
vair FW personnel to insure 
compliance with the regulations. 
Clark reports to K. Simmons, 
chief of Plant Protection in the 
Industrial Relations department. 

Donnelly recommended that all 
persons handling classified mate¬ 
rial restudy and refer to Air 
Force instructions in the docu¬ 
ment “Administrative Practices 
in the Preparation and Handling 
of Classified Material” which 
were issued by the AF in April. 
Special attention was directed to 
limitations on discussion of clas¬ 
sified material by telephone. 


Decals Will Mark 
All Convair Cars 

Did you answer the recent 
questionnaire at Convair FW 
by stating that you own an 
automobile which you drive to 
work at least once a month? 

If you did, then you’re sched¬ 
uled to receive in the mail to¬ 
day or Thursday an “employee 
automobile identification” 
form. You are asked to fill in 
the blank spaces on the form 
and mail it back to Convair in 
the postage-free envelope sent 
you. 

What’s it all about? Just 
this. The information will be 
used by Convair to issue 
“decals” which you may place 
on your windshield to identify 
your automobile when you en¬ 
ter government property at 
this facility. Decals will be is¬ 
sued as soon as possible by the 
Industrial Relations depart¬ 
ment after the information is 
received from Convair drivers. 


Gather Data 
To Improve 
Performance 

Data gathered by Convair 
FW men aboard Eighth Air 
Force B-36s on the recent 
"highly successful" mission 
far out over the Pacific 
ocean will be used in the 
constant, continuing pro¬ 
gram of further improve¬ 
ments for the Convair-built 
world's largest bomber. 

That was the announcement 
this week of D. C. Burrows, as¬ 
sistant division manager, and J. 
W. Larson, chief engineer, both 
of whom were aboard B-36s 
throughout the mission. 

In addition, W. M. (Bill) 
Johnston, of Engineering’s aero¬ 
dynamics group, also was aboard 
one of the planes. Three other 
Convair FW men participated in 
the mission by accompanying a 
B-36 which flew to Hickam Field, 
Honolulu, to assist in servicing 
the aircraft making the simu¬ 
lated bomb mission. 

The service trio was made up 
of Norton Lacy and Paul Carl¬ 
ton, of Service Engineering, and 
W. L. Anderson, assistant fore¬ 
man in Dept. 48. 

Burrows and Larson both re¬ 
ported the mission “highly suc¬ 
cessful” especially since it was 
the first major overseas assign¬ 
ment at such distances. 

The B-36s were personally 
commanded by Brig. Gen. C. S. 
Irvine, Seventh Wing and Cars¬ 
well AF Base commander. 

Taking off from Carswell, the 
bombers first made simulated 
bombing attacks on various 
points in the western half of the 
nation before landing at Fair- 
field-Suisun AF Base. 

It was during one of these mis¬ 
sions that Burrows was checked 
out on operation of the gunner’s 
sighting and firing equipment at 
the right forward turret — and 
did his share of “shooting.” 

“But the shots were only on 
film,” Burrows explained. 

From Fairsfield - Suisun, the 
bombers began their long mis¬ 
sions over the Pacific. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


HIT TARGET DATE—When technicians at Kelly AF Base, San 
Antonio, met their July 3 target date for modification of Convair- 
built XC-99 cargo-transport aircraft, appreciation was expressed by 
Col. Fred Bell, director of maintenance, in form of an XC-99 ashtray 
trophy awarded to Weldon High, supervisor of crew. Ashtray orig¬ 
inally was B-36 trophy provided by Convair. Craftsmen at Kelly 
"modified" it to XC-99 trophy. XC-99 tail is seen in background. 
Photo was transmitted to CONVAIRIETY by K. M. Smith, Convair 
service representative on duty at Kelly. 
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CRA Activities at FW 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Ms.haffey, commissioner, ext. 2258. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—-W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meetings at 7:45 p.m. July 
21 and July 28 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3136. Meeting 7:30 p.m. July 
24 at Y.M.C.A. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olson, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 11:20 to 
11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. To get on waiting list for CRA 
golf classes, contact Foster. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Departmental playoffs 
now under way. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 3164. 
Registration now accepted for new quarterly fishing contest at Employee Services 
section. Prizes to be given for largest bass, catfish, sand bass and crappie. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—Lunch-time mystery serial “The Green Archer” at 11 a.m. every 
Thursday in main 50-fcot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, exc. 5296. Those interested in 
playing contact Whisenhant. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Beginning and intermediate 
classes in riding every Monday and Wednesday at Forest Park Stables. Contact 
M. C. Copold, ext. 2255 for further information. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, 
jack pot roping, and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Tuesday and Fri¬ 
day at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. Calf roping from 3 to 5 p.m. each Sunday. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult class 7 to 
8 p.m., dancing 8 to 10 p.m. July 24 and July 31 on concrete slab in Rockwood 
Park. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—Gene Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Tennis matches 7 to 9 p.m. 
each Tuesday and Thursday at Forest Park. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Water 
skimg each Sunday afternoon at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. All necessary 
equipment available. Red Cross swimming instruction 9 to 10 a.m. week days at 
each City swimming pool. 


Jtoq BaoJz ZtibueA. 


Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following recently received em¬ 
ployee suggestion awards at Convair 
FW: Dept. 3, Mary Smith ; Dept. 4, 
Juanita Dutton, L. F. Perkins; Dept. 
24, G. M. Williams; Dept. 27, S. De 
Yoreo; Dept. 31, R. A. Sargent, C. B. 
Lewis. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in 
status for Convair FW supervision and 
professional and administrative em¬ 
ployees : 

Dept. 6, Engineering: H. H. Burns, 

J. K. Underwood, J. R. Vetter, to field 
service representatives B. Dept. 12, 
Flight: W. E. Schmeck to flight en¬ 
gineer A. Dept. 22, Production Control: 
W. O. McCollum to project liaison man 

A. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promotions to or within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective July 1: 

Dept. 4, Material: R. V. Sinnott to 
assistant foreman. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: W. R. Gordon to 
flight test analyst A, P. E. Humphrey to 
research group engineer, W. D. Isbell to 
assistant foreman. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: C. R. Hamann 
to accountant A, J. L. Terrien to ac¬ 
countant assistant supervisor. 

Dept. 22, Production Control: J. M. 
Opocensky to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 31, Special Projects: W. M. 
Clapp to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 63, B-36 Assembly: J. F. Ames, 

R. Barbat, G. W. Bates, J. S. Blaha, 
T. G. Eckles, C. A. Harrington, B. R. 
Kaiser, J. A. Marshall, W F. McGrath, 
J. E. Merk, J. T. Mitchell, R. H. Smith, 
M. F. Valinski, L. A. Williams, all to 
assistant foremen. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

BROCK—Twin daughters, each weigh¬ 
ed 5 lbs., born July 4 to Mr. and Mrs. 
James Brock, Dept. 20. 

WILLIAMSON—Son, Danny Clifton, 
4 lbs. 4 oz., born June 19 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. S. Williamson, Dept. 20. 

SAN DIEGO 

FEELEY—Daughter, Jeannine Marie, 
7 lbs. 7 oz., born July 6 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Feeley, Dept. 22. 

GLEGHORN—Son, Thomas Earl, 6 lbs. 
12 oz., born June 30 to Mr. and Mrs. 

S. R. Gleghorn, Dept. 63. 

HENDRIX—Son, Jimmie Martin, 8 lbs. 

15 oz., born July 2 to Mr. and Mrs. 
D. C. Hendrix, Dept. 25. 

PENNER—Daughter, Carolyn Jean, 9 
lbs. 2 oz., bom June 30 to Mr. and 
Mrs. E. J. Penner, Dept. 403. 

RUSSELL—Daughter, Sally Joan, 7 
lbs. 9 oz., born July 1 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. Russell, Dept. 48. 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following received service pins 
during the period May 28 through June 
30: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, G. T. Carter, 
R. F. Nelson, D. A. Redwine, E. E. 
Sowers, Dept. 11, M. P. Fisher, Dept. 
24, A. P. Higgins, Dept. 31, R. Ken¬ 
dall, Dept. 47, W. H. Govett, C. F. 
Hutchinson Jr., W. J. Sherman. 

Five-Year-Pins: Dept. 3, D. W. Wilk- 
erson. Dept. 4, D. W. Curtis, Dept. 6, 
P. A. Audano, W. T. Brack, A. Seidner, 
M. B. Simpson, Dept. 9, L. R. Wilson 
Jr., Dept. 11, L. P. Sargent, Dept. 12, 
C. G. Adams, R. C. Stephens, Dept. 14, 
O. D. Conner, Dept. 20, J. F. Scritch- 
field, Dept. 22, D. H. Cates, O. Z. 
Hickey, E. Z. Johnston, J. D. Parnell, 
C. L. Richardson, R. P. Roberts, Dept. 
24, C. S. Chambers, J. D. Dupree, W. 
M. Frye, J. J. Special, Dept. 25, D. 
Hornbuckle, E. W. Lea veil, R. Wash¬ 
ington, Dept. 27, D. F. Brown, C. W. 
Manasco, Dept. 30, F. L. Klaska, Dept. 
31, C. D. Morrison, D. H. Piland, W. 
R. Wuest, Dept. 43, O. L. Anderson, C. 
McDaniel, J. W. Smith. Dept. 44, L. 
J. Deaton, C. C. Norris, J. E. Smith, 
W. T. Swan, Dept. 45, P. B. Burris, L. 
L. Cowman, T. L. Peterman, V. F. 
Ratliff, Dept. 46, A. H. Patterson, Dept. 
47, W. G. Hughes, Dept. 48, K. E. 
Alexander, S. F. Jones, G. L. Rayburne, 

B. L. Riney, Dept. 50, W. E. Burd, W. 

I. Climer, L. M. Goodale, E. A. Owen, 
W. E. Sellers, L. V. Shaw, L. E. 
Stokes, Dept 61, D. B. Bond, L. R. 
Cobb, O. E. Henderson, M. A. Matelan, 

J. R. Pickle, Dept. 62, J. C. Griggs, 
J. O. Merritt, T. P. Phillips, Dept. 63, 
W. O. Fuller, E. R. Merrill Jr., W. O. 
Penick, Dept. 73, W. N. Gallagher. O. 
W. Johnson, Dept. 75, E. M. Sell, Dept. 
28, C. E. Kithcart, E. H. Warfield Jr. 


SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period July 4 through July 


Twenty-year pin: Dept. 102, O. H. 
Funke. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, Jullio Giovan- 
noni, Frances F. Terpening; Dept. 6, G. 

F. Foelsch, F. B. Lubo, R. C. Pasek; 
Dept. 11, R. M. Williams Jr. ; Dept. 17, 

K. D. Saum; Dept. 24, C. W. Piper, L. 

C. Wilson. 

Dept. 25, D. H. Cunningham, A. H. 
Damarus, J. F. Machado, H. E. Rolan, 
R. J. Saunders; Dept. 27, C. F. Boyle, 
R. H. Nicholson, R. L. Stanberry, C. G. 
Tefft Jr. ; Dept. 31, W. E. Barnett, 
A. O. Camp, Raul Castaneda, F. J. 
Cech, W. M. Clapp, W. E. Johnson. 

Dept. 102, P. J. Ferrara; Dept. 210, 

G. W. Marx Jr., J. D. Volkov Jr. ; Dept. 
212, H. W. Arnold; Dept. 300, G. C. 
Walsh ; Dept. 365, R. M. Joseph; Dept. 
401, George Russell. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, M. M. Walker 
Jr. ; Dept. 6, H. T. Brooks, W. M. 
Simons; Dept. 22, Inez G. Devine ; Dept. 
115, H. W. Cobb; Dept. 250, Grace D. 
Welburn; Dept. 300, F. S. Pyatt; Dept. 
340, W. S. Donaldson; Dept. 365, K. I. 
Takle; Dept. 401, John Huszka. 


$50 in Awards 
Offered in FW 
Photo Contest 

Snapshots and color slides 
made by Convair FW amateurs 
will be worth $50 or more next 
month in the Convair Recreation 
Association Camera Club photo 
contest, it was announced this 
week by E. E. Eicholz, CRA com¬ 
missioner. 

Only Convair FW employees 
who are not members of the CRA 
Camera Club will be eligible for 
prizes. 

“This is done to increase in¬ 
terest among employees not par¬ 
ticipating in the Camera Club, 
and to make certain that the 
newer camera bugs have a good 
chance to win,” Eicholtz ex¬ 
plained. 

Separate merchandise prizes 
will be awarded for the best 
black and white photographs en¬ 
tered during August, and for the 
best color slides. 

CRA Camera Club members 
went on a field trip July 9 for 
swimming, boating, picnicking 
and picture-taking at Eagle 
Mountain Lake. Other outdoor 
field trips will be scheduled pe¬ 
riodically throughout the summer. 

Next regular meeting of the 
club will be Monday, July 24, at 
7:30 p.m. at the YMCA. Don 
Drink of the Fort Worth School 
of Photography will speak. 


Eicholtz, Davis Win 
In Photo Contest 

Winners were announced last 
week in the> Convair FW Camera 
Club's quarterly print contest. 

In the black and white divi¬ 
sion, Gene Eicholtz, Dept. 6-2, 
placed first, followed by Cliff 
Davis, Dept. 6-4, second, and 
Marie Orrick, wife of Stan Or- 
rick, Dept. 6, third. Honorable 
mention went to A. L. Green, 
Dept. 44. 

Bob Miller, Dept. 6-4, placed 
first in the color division, with 
Green, Orrick and Miller win¬ 
ning second, third and honorable 
mention. 

Judging the contest were Sey- 
moure Speigle and Phil Schafer. 
Schafer is a Convair FW photo 
lab employee. 



APPOINTED COMMISSION¬ 
ER—Hugh A. Pennington, Con¬ 
vair FW Dept. 4-4, has been 
appointed commissioner of wash¬ 
er pitching activities at FW. 
Pennington has been active in 
the sport at Convair for eight 
years. 


Transfers 

R. J. Volluz, Dept. 6, transferred from 
San Diego to Daingerfield effective July 
10 . 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Richard Allen, Dept. 22-8, wants four 
riders from Arlington Heights or 
Ridglea, 7 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Phone 
SU-1250. 

L. E. Holzschuh, Dept. 46, wants ride 
to and from 5004 Tulane (River Oaks) 
7 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Ext. 3168 or MA- 
8574. 

R. W. Porter, Dept. 4-1, wants ride to 
and from 1104 East Richmond, 7 :30 a.m. 
to 4:15 p.m. Extension 2159 or WE-3138. 
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CRA Seeks Information On 
Flying, Soaring Enthusiasts 


Convair FW private flying and 
soaring enthusiasts interested in 
organized activities under Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association 
sponsorship have been asked to 
supply information on which full 
consideration may be given by 
CRA and Convair, according to 
H. G. Starkey, FW CRA presi¬ 
dent. 

In communications addressed 
to C. 0. Unfried, former CRA 
flying commissioner, and Gordon 
Graff, former CRA soaring com¬ 
missioner, CRA and Convair 
asked for the following informa¬ 
tion on which preliminary esti¬ 
mates may be obtained as to the 
cost of insurance coverage on 
such activities: 

1. Whether the activity groups 
plan to require that each plane 
owner carry bodily injury, prop¬ 
erty damage and passenger lia- 

More Than 6,500 at 
FW Buying Bonds 
Thru Payroll Plan 

More than 6,500 Convair FW 
employees are now regularly buy¬ 
ing U.S. savings bonds through 
Convair’s payroll deduction plan, 
it was announced by D. C. Bur¬ 
rows, Convair FW assistant di¬ 
vision manager, and cards signed 
during the recent savings bond 
campaign continue to come in. 

At press time, cards from 2,109 
employees who had not been pur¬ 
chasing bonds had been turned 
in, and more were arriving daily. 
The new participations already 
have increased Convair FW em¬ 
ployees bond purchases by ap¬ 
proximately $40,000 a month. 

Other employees who wish to 
sign up for bond purchases may 
obtain information from their 
immediate supervisors or fore¬ 
men, or from W. A. Todd in pay¬ 
roll section of Accounting de¬ 
partment, ext. 5168. 


Help Requested In 
Locating Brother 

James Brand, Convair FW 
Dept. 20-2, has asked CON- 
VAIRIETY’s help in locating his 
15-year-old brother, William Joe 
Brand, who disappeared from his 
parents’ home in Alvarado, Tex., 
June 10. 

Thus far efforts of the sher¬ 
iff’s office in Cleburne to locate 
the missing boy have been futile. 
Young Brand is 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, with brown hair and brown 
eyes. He has a scar on his right 
shoulder and left leg, and was 
wearing brown tweed trousers at 
the time of his disappearance. 

Anyone knowing his where¬ 
abouts is asked to notify the 
sheriff’s office at Cleburne or his 
brother at ext. 2276. 


Saturday Session 
Of Stamp Club Set 

Second and third shift stamp 
collectors at Convair FW, who 
have been unable to attend regu¬ 
lar meetings of the CRA Stamp 
Club because of their working 
hours, are invited to attend a 
special Saturday afternoon ses¬ 
sion July 22 from 2 to 4 p.m. in 
the public library. 

“Beginners are especially in¬ 
vited,” says Gene Fouts, stamp 
commissioner. Members of the 
regular CRA club plan to be 
present to hear a lecture and get 
acquainted with the second and 
third shift collectors. 


bility coverage, and, if so, in 
what amounts. 

2. A list of planes to be used 
in the activities, showing for 
each the make, model, seating 
capacity and license number. 

3. Experience of pilots partici¬ 
pating, including age, type of 
license held, number of hours 
flown and type of ship. 

4. What activities are contem¬ 
plated, such as racing, tours, 
spot-landing contests, etc.? 

5. How often such activities 
will be conducted in course of 
year. 

6. What will be the maximum 
distance covered by any one air 
ship in any one event? 

Plane pilots and glider pilots 
interested in helping CRA and 
Convair arrive at a decision on 
flying and soaring activities may __ 
communicate either with Unfried 
or Graff, or may contact E. G. 
Crosier, CRA business manager 
in the Employee Services section, 
ext. 5266. 


Convair Men Aboard 
When B-36s Fly Over 
Pacific on Drill Hop 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Burrows and Larson reported 
that they were highly impressed 
with the teamwork, enthusiasm 
and “business-like” operation of 
the AF flight crews. 

“They took off when they said 
they would,” Larson commented, 
“even if it meant going on the 
airplane in the middle of the 
night.” 

Of the flight out from Califor¬ 
nia, Burrows related: 

“We took off in daylight at 
5:30 a.m. We almost kept up 
with the sun—because it was 19 
hours later, at about 12:30 a.m. 
the next day, before we ran into 
darkness.” 

The bombers, after making 
their simulated attacks on an un¬ 
disclosed target in the Pacific, 
were scheduled to rendezvous 
about 100 miles north of Hono¬ 
lulu to go into formation for a 
low-level pass over Hickam Field 
and Honolulu. 

General Irvine described that 
final rendezvous as “a beauty— 
they met within 20 minutes after 
flying thousands of miles by dif¬ 
ferent routes.” 

Larson also was impressed, “It 
was the biggest thrill of the 
flight for me. We had been fly¬ 
ing for more than 30 hours with¬ 
out seeing another aircraft. 
When we got all six of those 
B-36s into formation, it was a 
beautiful sight.” 

Arrival of the B-36s was a ma¬ 
jor news event in Honolulu, Bur¬ 
rows recalled, and an estimated 
200,000 persons visited Hickam 
Field to view the planes. 

One result of the flight was 
the development of several ideas 
for further improving crew com¬ 
fort. 

Among other things now being 
studied are improvements in toi¬ 
let and washing facilities, special 
food containers and a galley at 
which hot meals may be pre¬ 
pared, mattresses for bunks, and 
a system for disposal of food 
scraps. 

Most Convair men and AF of¬ 
ficers and men returned from the 
mission bearing souvenirs. Lar¬ 
son’s were 12 orchid plants which 
he now has growing on the porch 
at his home, and Hawaiian leis 
of carnations and orchids, which 
lasted for almost two weeks. 



“Well! It’s about time you 
fellas got here!” 


Hams Meet to Plan 
Formation of Club 

Twenty-five Convair FW ham 
radio enthusiasts met for the 
first time July 9 at the Y.M.C.A. 
to discuss the formation of a 
CRA-sponsored ham radio club. 

Carl Harp was elected presi¬ 
dent of the group, and Jim Pirtle 
was elected secretary-treasurer. 
Both work in Dept. 75. Further 
organization plans are to be made 
at a later meeting. 
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Liners For Indonesian Line Get Panels With Extra Fuel Tanks 


HANGING AN OUTER PANEL—Photos above show first of Indonesian air¬ 
planes being readied at Convair SD. At rigjit above ship is shown as it appeared 
last week before outer panel was attached. Panel appears in foreground. Photo 


at left was taken last Thursday, after it was swung into place. New outer panels 
carry extra fuel tanks that will greatly increase range for these Convair-Liners. 
Note colorful paint job. 


Specially Designed Railroad Gondolas 
Carry B-36 Parts Between FW and SD 


The long southern desert route 
from Fort Worth to San Diego 
resembles anything in the world 
but the canals of Venice, but it 
nevertheless is being traveled by 
gondolas these days to speed the 
Convair B-36 program. 

The gondolas are specially- 
modified Atchison - Topeka - and 
Santa Fe railroad cars hauling 
big B-36 components between 
San Diego and Fort Worth. 

The gondolas were the idea of 
W. R. Neal, Convair FW traffic 
superintendent, and are resulting 
in the savings of thousands of 
dollars. 

In days gone by, when it was 
necessary to ship B-36 rudders 
or elevators by rail, Traffic De¬ 
partment’s shipping section con¬ 
structed heavy and expensive 
crates. Crates weighed 10,000 
pounds (on which freight charges 
were paid), and only one such 
crate could be shipped on one 
railroad car. Each crate cost ap¬ 
proximately $800. 

Using this method to ship rud¬ 
ders and elevators in the current 
program would have run crating 
and freight costs into almost 
astronomical figures. So Traffic 
Superintendent Neal sharpened 
his pencil and did a bit of fig¬ 
uring. Box cars were out of the 
question, because the components, 
either with or without crates, 
were too large to go inside. 

So why not modify existing 
railway gondolas so the huge 
components could be shipped 
without crates? This would save 
10,000 pounds of freight charges 
on each component, and would 
enable the railroad to ship one 
rudder and two elevators in each 
car, thus speeding the shipments. 

Neal worked with Plant Engi¬ 
neering department to design fix¬ 
tures which would be built into 
existing gondolas to hold the 


components without necessity of 
crates. He proposed to extend 
sides of gondolas upward about 
11 feet to protect the components 
from wind which might tear them 
loose from their moorings. The 
top was left open to facilitate 
loading the cars by means of 
overhead monorail. But after 
loading, the top could be covered 
with a tarpaulin to keep out dirt 
and rain. 


passed his 82nd birthday July 7 
and celebrated by making his an¬ 
nual pilgrimage through the 
plant. 

For 14 years Dad (christened 
Charles Zachariah back in Mis¬ 
souri in 1868) has been a color¬ 
ful figure at SD. His be-medaled 
vests and ten gallon hats are in 
keeping with his horseman’s 



Dad Sheppherd 


The suggestion was passed 
along to Santa Fe officials. They 
agreed and modified six new 
gondolas along lines proposed by 
Neal. Five of the gondolas al¬ 
ready had made the trip from 
Fort Worth to San Diego last 
week, and had worked out well. 
They’ll continue to shuttle back 
and forth between Fort Worth 
and San Diego. 


figure and Buffalo Bill mous¬ 
tache, although the latter has 
grown a little wispy with the 
years. 

Dad is still quite spry and an 
active member of Dept. 25. Nor 
is there any slow-up in his mind. 
He rattles off dates and places 
like a quiz kid. 

“I came west to Leadville in 
covered wagon with my family 
in 1879,” he recalled. “It was 
a wide open mining camp and 
my brother and I helped sup¬ 
port the family by ‘snaking 
in’ wood with burros.” 

Despite Indians and the rigors 
of the trail, the Sheppherd fam¬ 
ily pushed on to what is now 
Tijuana, seeking a cure for the 
mother’s arthritis in the warm 
springs there. During the years 
that followed Dad and his broth¬ 
ers were in a variety of en¬ 
deavors, chiefly connected with 
the cattle business. In ’95 they 
returned to Colorado only to turn 
around a few years later to head 
for the coast again. 

Dad’s traveling days are over 
now. 

“Once in awhile I ride in a 
parade, but that’s about all the 
traveling I do these days.” 


Spry at 82 f Convair's Eldest Citizen 
Recalls Mining Camp Days of 79 

Dad Sheppherd, far and away 
Convair’s most venerable citizen, 



LOOKING INSIDE—Here's artist's sketch of how fuel tanks on 
Turboliner will appear. Same outer panels are slated for Indonesian 
airplanes. Extra tanks bring total capacity up to 1,500 gallons, 
increasing range. 


'Moon Sighters' Fly to 15,000 Feet 
In Convair for Religious Rite 

A Convair-Liner of Orient Air-the pilot’s cockpit one by one to 


ways last month carried nine 
Indian religious leaders to 15,000 
feet in a special flight for sight¬ 
ing the new moon, an ancient rite 
that signals the start of the fast 
of Ramzan. 

It was the first time an air¬ 
plane had been employed for the 
ceremony, Service Representative 
A. W. Wiest reported from Ka¬ 
rachi. 

The nine Ulema (priests) were 
the official “moon sighters.” They 
left Karachi airport with H. E. 
Mayes as commander and H. A. 
H. Watts as first officer at 8:05 
p.m. June 16. They returned at 
9:15. The moon was sighted at 
8:25 p.m. about 50 miles west of 
Karachi and the Ulema went to 


view it. 

Thick clouds, estimated at a 
half mile in depth, at some places 
hung 3,000 feet above sea level, 
according to the Gazette, pub¬ 
lished at Karachi. “But the at¬ 
mosphere became clear as the 
Liner shot up smoothly.” 

Ramzan begins and ends with 
the new moon. During the month, 
no food or drink can pass the 
lips between Sehri (sunrise) and 
Iftar (sunset). 


Management Club 

Convair SD’s Management 
Club will meet tonight in the 
Continental Room of the Hotel 
San Diego. Dinner will be served 
at 6:30. Speaker is Comdr. D. B. 
MacDiarmid of the Coast Guard. 



FAR FROM VENICE—Although gondolas usually are associated with canals of 
Venice, here are a couple that ply between San Diego and Fort Worth, carrying, 
B-36 components. In left hand photo H. W f Ferguson, Tom Pinson and L. C. 


Hanson Jr. of Traffic Dept.'s Shipping section at FW load one of specially built 
freight cars. In center and at right cars are unloaded at SD. Note cars are roofless. 
Canvas covering provides protection en route. 
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Sack Races, Shoe Scrambles and Fried Chicken Mark Day's Outing 



FUN AT DAINGERFIELD—Sky was the limit June 24 when CRA at Dainger¬ 
field threw annual picnic at state park. Grownups and youngsters alike had a big 
time. No. I, Mrs. F. G. Hatt and Mrs. P. M. Rubins show off smaller of the small 
fry. No. 2, highlight of day was picnic dinner. No. 3, H. B. Godwin, CRA presi¬ 
dent at Daingerfield, left, congratulates Charles K. Jackson, winner of door prize, 
a radio-phonograph combination. No. 4, ladies take time out in shade, Mrs. J. 
Gluth, Mrs. F. S. Perkins, Mrs. L. Green, Mrs. G. S. Ryle, Mrs. J. E. Arnold and 


Frankie. No. 5, Joann Rust concentrates in washer pitching contest. No. 6, 
tug-o'-war proved "bigger they are the harder they fall," for side with least beef 
(left) won. No. 7, another view of picnic tables, showing lake background. No. 8, 
shoe race was mad scramble at this point. Mrs. Bill Eskridge, far right, was 
winner. No. 9, "High Jump" Smith (third from left) repeated as winner of sack 
race this year. He took title last year, too. 


More Thau 400 Turn Out For Daiugerfield's 
Annual Picnic and Games on Lake Front 


20-Foot Dive During Picnic at Daingerfield 
Recovers Fishing Reel Given Up for Lost 


More than 400 Convair Dain¬ 
gerfield folk attended the annual 
picnic June 24 held in Dainger¬ 
field State Park under the aus¬ 
pices of the Convair Recreation 
Association. 

P. Ball and Charley Forrest 
won the men’s doubles horseshoe 
pitching; the women’s doubles 
went to Mrs. T. I. Galloway and 
Mrs. L. 0. Reynolds; E. B. 
Scott and W. C. Brown won the 
men’s washer pitching, while 
Mrs. P. P. Steger and Mrs. Helen 
Smith won among the ladies. 

Softball throwing was won by 
Mrs. Alexander with Mrs. Flor¬ 
ence Kinney taking second and 
the sack race (that for humor 
highlighted the athletic events) 
was won by F. T. (High Jump) 
Smith with Mrs. R. J. Stienecker 
winning among the feminine con¬ 
testants and Jerry Murphy and 
Cynthia Morris shining among 
the boys and girls. 

Another colorful event was the 
shoe race in which barefooted 
contestants competed in a scram¬ 
ble to locate their footgear. Win¬ 
ners were G. B. Nicoloff, Mrs. W. 
T. Eskridge, Jerry Murphy and 
Nita Ryle. 

The tug-o’-war proved that 
desk workers can pull their own 
weight and more, for they won. 
The prize to winners was a cup 
of ice water! 

Another popular event was the 
“skish” contest (plug and fly 
casting). 

The day was perfect for swim¬ 


ming, with a warm sun but a cool 
breeze off the lake, and over 130 
went for a dip. Meanwhile, the 
kids were having fun on their 
own chasing the tame ducks that 
live around the picnic area and 
playing with toy balloons that 
were passed out. 

Dinner, spread out on tables 


Some folk like to go up—in 
the air, that is—but Bill Reed 
likes to go down—under water, 
that is. 

Reed, a Burner Group engineer 
at Convair Daingerfield, finds 
diving a fascinating business and 
with the help of a diving helmet 
he built himself has recovered a 
variety of loot from golf balls 
to a ship’s propeller. 

Reed started his underwater 
experiences while at San Diego 
in 1941, continued it during a 
Navy career aboard an LST and 
in Hawaii spear fishing. A num¬ 
ber of times he went over the 
side of his ship to inspect sea 
water intakes or to survey hull 
damage. 

“While attending the Uni¬ 
versity of Washington in 1946 
a friend helped me build my 
present diving helmet and air 
pump. The equipment is ade- 


at the lake shore, included fried 
chicken, baked ham, meat loaf, 
pies, cakes and all the trimmings. 
Entertainment included a pro¬ 
gram of music and comedy by the 
Varsity Four and the Hungry 
Five from East Texas State 
Teachers College at Commerce, 
Tex. 


quate for diving to 50 or 60 
feet. With it we swept a chan¬ 
nel clean of about 2,000 golf 
balls, selling them to the near¬ 
by golf club whose players had 
dumped them there with wild 
shots.” 

Reed has recently used the 
helmet for finding lost fishing 
rods and reels for friends but 
has been restricted because of its 
popularity with the Texas High¬ 
way Department. 

“They borrow it for going 
under water to inspect pilings,” 
he explained. 

Reed’s future plans include 
searching under water for sev¬ 
eral lost outboard motors and in 
this phase of the project Dr. 
Frank Bader and J. E. Mc- 
Michael of the Ordnance Aero- 
physics Laboratory at Dainger¬ 
field are interested in helping 
develop a metal detecting device. 


Picnic day at Daingerfield 
was a lucky day for Noble 
Moore of Industrial Relations 
and a partial “work day” for 
Bill Reed, Burner Group en¬ 
gineer. 

Almost a month prior to the 
picnic Moore and his young 
son, Curtis, were fishing State 
Park Lake and lost a reel in 


the water. Numerous attempts 
to recover it failed. 

Reed heard of the loss and 
on picnic day decided to com¬ 
bine pleasure with “business” 
on Moore’s behalf. An amateur 
diver, he went down with only 
a face mask in the 20 feet of 
water. He found the reel on 
his second dive. 


He’s a Retriever 

Golf Balls, Ship Propeller Part 
Of Diver 1 s Underwater Loot 
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Aging Music 


FW Clerk Fills His Home With 
$2700 Collection of Records 


The Andrews Sisters have cre¬ 
ated a housing problem at the 
Cleburne, Tex., home of Floyd 
Clark, Convair FW Dept. 76 
clerk. 

Nine years ago Clark bought a 
recording called “Rum Boogie” 
by the famous four sisters. He 
liked it so well he decided to col¬ 
lect records as a hobby and now 
his 3,000 popular and classical 
platters are threatening to crowd 
Clark and his parents out of liv¬ 
ing space. 

“We got ’em in every room and 
the attic,” says Clark, “and they 
keep coming!” Clark believes that 
his collection, which he values at 
$2,700, is one of the- largest in 
this area. 

By buying and trading with 
other collectors throughout the 
United States, Clark has ac- 


RECORD FAN—Floyd Clark, 
Convair FW Dept. 76, is shown 
with small portion of his collec¬ 
tion of 3,000 popular and classi¬ 
cal records. 


quired every recording made by 
Harry James’ orchestra and a 
complete collection of Frank 
Sinatra platters dating back to 
his early days with Tommy 
Dorsey. 

“Getting those Sinatra records 
was a problem,” says Clark. “In 
hopes of finding the rare ones, 
I joined the largest Frank Sina¬ 
tra fan club in America, made up 
of swooning teen-agers.” Clark 
corresponded with Sinatra and 
located the missing records 
through the singer’s New York 
office. “When I was elected vice- 
president of the club and began 
receiving 200 letters a day, I re¬ 
signed at the request of my post¬ 
man!” 

Among Clark’s older records 
are “I Can’t Get Started” by 
Bunny Berigan, at least two dec¬ 
ades old, the original recording 
of “Rhapsody in Blue,” with 
George Gershwin at the piano, 
and one of the Ink Spots’ first 
ten recordings, “Brown Gal.” 

Clark keeps three phonographs 
handy to play the various sizes 
and makes of records, and re¬ 
cently had special shelves built 
to accommodate a portion of the 
collection. 

Although he has no special 
filing system for his giant col¬ 
lection, “I can put my finger 
on each record,” he says. “Oc¬ 
casionally someone fouls me up 
by moving one.” 

One problem of having an in¬ 
teresting record collection is the 
perpetual stream of teen-agers. 
But Clark has found a remedy 
for that. Through a Dallas radio 
station he acquired transcriptions 
of famous commercials. “Nobody 
can stand ‘Duz Does Everything,’ 
over and over again!” 


What Is It? It's a '49 Renault, 
Does Over 65 mph With 2214 hp 


Many Convair FW employees 
who’ve seen that midget tan-col¬ 
ored four-door sedan buzzing into 
the plant parking lot have won¬ 
dered: “What is it?” 

P. R. Orbison, Dept. 30, can 
give them the answer. 

“It’s a 1949 - model Renault 
made in France,” Orbison says. 
“And I drive it all the way from 
my home in Dallas to work at 
Convair FW every day. 

“And I don’t have to make any 
apologies to the ‘big’ cars, either. 
It’ll do the speed limit (65 on the 
highway) and more without half 
trying.” 

Orbison says the little car av¬ 
erages more than 50 miles to a 
gallon of gas. He bought it in 
Dallas for $1,065. 

One unusual feature of the car 
is the 22 Ms-horsepower engine 
which is mounted over the two 
rear wheels. The space in front 
which is devoted to engines in 
American-made cars houses the 
spare tire in Orbison’s auto. 

Orbison is six feet two inches 


tall—so he practically gets down 
on his hands and knees to get in 
the car! “But once inside,” he 
says, “there’s plenty of leg and 
elbow room. In fact, I have car¬ 
ried as many as six full-sized 
adults.” 


Metlbond Subject 
Of Magazine Piece 

A comprehensive article on the 
Convair-developed process of 
metlbonding for joining certain 
metal surfaces on B-36 bombers 
appears in the June 19 issue of 
Aviation Week magazine. 

It was featured by the maga¬ 
zine and prepared by D. A. 
Tooley, and N. H. Simpson, of 
Convair FW. Tooley is super¬ 
visor of materials and processes 
in the Engineering department, 
while Simpson is chief chemist. 
Both have been instrumental in 
bringing the metlbond process to 
its present stage of refinement. 




DESERT DRIVER—Kenny Yenawine (Dept. 300 SD) poses beside his speedy roadster at El Mirage 
on Mojave desert. Car has gone as fast as 145 mph. Car's belly has only about two inches clear¬ 
ance.—Photo by R. R. Aikens of Dept. 300. 


Alcohol-Burning Race Roadster 
Built Around Ancient Chassis 




NEW PLACE FOR A SPARE—P. R. Orbison, Convair FW Dept. 
30, checks spare tire in his 1949 French-made Renault. Engine is in 
fear, and spare tire is carried under hood at front. 


F/ying Mo del T 


Back in 1925 the Ford Model 
T was a fine thing, but no one 
ever dreamed it would go 145 
miles an hour, even down hill 
with a following hurricane. 

However, Kenny Yenawine of 
Dept. 300 SD has brought this 
to pass, by dint of some drastic 
additions. 

Not long ago Yenawine drove 
his souped up roadster 145.39 
mph over the sands of the Mo¬ 
jave desert, just five miles under 
the national record. The car’s 
chassis was that of a model T, 
25 years old, but the similarity 
ends there. 

“My power plant is a Mer¬ 
cury engine of over 200 hp, 
three carburetors, two mag¬ 
netos, no clutch and no fly 
wheel,” Yenawine explained. 
“I burn alcohol.” 

Alcohol as fuel retails at $1.05 
, gallon, but Kenny gets a rate. 
Even so, his fuel bill isn’t hay. 
He only gets three miles to a 
gallon! 

As a member of the Southern 
California Timing Association, 
Yenawine does his racing only 
on the desert speedway. He’d lose 
his license if he tried to race on 
a highway. 

“It’s just a hobby, but it hap¬ 
pens to appeal to me, as it does 
to 800 other amateur drivers in 
the U.S.,” he explained. 

The association holds six meets 
a year at El Mirage, a five hour 
drive from San Diego and about 
14 miles from Victorville. Yena¬ 
wine tows his racing roadster 
there, usually with a friend along 
to help. Over the July 8 weekend 
it was R. R. Aikens of Dept. 300 
SD. 

“Going up the mountain passes 
en route to the desert we started 
the race car, so as to have extra 
power,” Aikens recalled. “It was 
like a ‘double-header’ on a rail¬ 
road. When the racer cut in it 


was as though I had jet power 
behind. While other cars were 
having hard going up the moun¬ 
tain pass at 30 and 35 we were 
up to 55 without half trying!” 

Drivers at the dry lake race 
only against time. One after an¬ 
other they line up to flash down 
the “trap” and better their own 
marks. Electric eye timers get 
their speed over an 88-foot inter¬ 
val after a mile straightaway 
gets them to top speed. 

Yenawine’s car is towed to 
start. When he gets up to 
about 50 he locks his rear tires 
for a split second, puts the car 
in gear, releases the brake and 
is off and gone. The car can 
do 120 in low! 

Yenawine estimates he has 
about $2,000 in the machine plus 
gosh knows how much labor. 
This is despite a lot of corner¬ 
cutting, like getting second hand 
tires from Indianapolis speedway 
which originally cost $100 each, 
but are sold to him for $15. 
Kenny uses the 1925 chassis be¬ 
cause it is lighter in weight and 
for the same reason is without 
clutch or fly wheel or rear 
springs. 


Reserves Organize 
Navy Aviation Unit 

Nine Convair FW Naval Re¬ 
serve officers in Dept. 6-1 are 
helping organize a volunteer 
Naval Aviation Training Unit in 
Fort Worth and are interested 
in securing more Convair FW 
members. 

Convair Naval Reserve mem¬ 
bers are invited to attend the 
meetings at 7:30 p.m. each Mon¬ 
day at the Naval Reserve Ar¬ 
mory, 2222 Worth St. 

Present aviation training unit 
members from Convair include, 
R. Lusian, C. Wilkerson, C. H. 
Green, H. F. Marx, E. H. Krug, 
D. P. Linn, T. G. Peircy, G. Gro¬ 
gan and G. M. Kaler, all of Dept. 
6-1. For further information con¬ 
tact Kaler at ext. 2251. 


After * Hello ’ Comes 
•What Do We Eat?’ 

Kenny Yenawine (Dept. 300 
SD) whose car racing hobby 
is described in the accompany¬ 
ing article, is a B-36 mechanic 
most of the time but not all 
of the time. Occasionally he is 
called upon to return to duties 
of a flight commissary oper¬ 
ator, which monopolized his 
time during the war. This in¬ 
volves running a food locker 
from which transient airplanes 
at SD are stocked. When Con¬ 
vair planes leave on trips, 
crews usually treat Kenny with 
deference and the first word 
after “how are you?” is “what 
do we eat?” 


Slow Starter 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 


Long Wait 
Climaxed By 
Unique Desk 

After 37 years of urging from 
his wife, D. M. Jamieson of the 
model shop at SD finally built a 
desk for their home, a desk such 
as no one else in the world owns. 

The desk top is unique, made 
up of a mosaic of 685 separate 
pieces of wood (black walnut and 
birch), three sixteenths of an 
inch thick. Each piece was made 
individually and glued to a ply¬ 
wood base. The balance of the 
desk is made of Philippine ma¬ 
hogany. 

“The wood alone probably 
would be worth around $125,” 
Jamieson said. “I have had the 
birch and walnut for about 20 
years.” 

“For 15 years I kept after him 
to build me a footstool,” Mrs. 
Jamieson confided. “When he fi¬ 
nally consented, he made six and 
gave most of them away! 

“Now that he has made the 
desk—as well as a bookcase I 
wanted—I’m satisfied. But it cer¬ 
tainly took a long time!” 

Jamieson figures that he spent 
176 hours on the desk top alone, 
exclusive of building the balance 
of the desk and sanding, varnish¬ 
ing and polishing. 

A native of Pennsylvania and 
an expert carpenter, Jamieson 
came west to Los Angeles in 1923 
and worked there for some years 
with various movie studios, build¬ 
ing sets. The last picture for 
which he helped build props was 
the Hunchback of Notre Dame. 

Jamieson came to San Diego 
and joined Convair July 5, 11 
years ago. His home workshop, 
complete with power tools, is well 
equipped for almost any type of 
wood working. However, now that 
the desk is complete he is leaving 
next month on a long vacation to 
the east coast and maybe Cuba. 

“That’s to keep him out of his 
workshop!” Mrs. Jamieson prom¬ 
ised firmly. 


COUNT 'EM—There are 685 separate pieces of wood in this 
desk top, and if you don't believe it, D. M. Jamieson of Convair 
SD says: "Count 'em!" He built the desk himself in a home 
workshop. He is shown with Mrs. Jamieson. 
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CONVAIR WEDDING — A 
Convair FW couple, Wynona 
McCulley, Dept. 11-5, and Ralph 
Brown, Dept. 50, were married 
June 3 at an informal ceremony 
in Fort Worth. After a trip to 
Arkansas, the Browns are at home 
at 6416 Purdue. 


Gail Payne Honored 
At Stork Shower 


Tube Bending Takes 
Lead Among Plant 
Ball Teams at FW 

Dept. 47 broke the first-place 
tie with Tube Bending to take 
undisputed first place as the 
Convair FW intra-plant softball 
race speeded toward final play. 

On top at press time, the Dept. 
47 squad has six victories and 
two losses, edging ahead of Tube 
Bending, which has five wins and 
three losses. 

The Air Force squad remains 
in third spot with three wins and 
five defeats, while Engineering 
is behind with two wins and six 
losses. 

Recent scores and upcoming 
games include: July 6, Engineer¬ 
ing, 11, Tube Bending, 8; Dept. 
47, 9, Air Force, 0 (forfeit). July 
10, Dept. 47, 12, Engineering, 2; 
Tube Bending, 9, Air Force, 0 
(forfeit). 

July 20, Tube Bending vs. Air 
Force, 7:30 p.m.; Dept. 47 vs. 
Engineering, 9 p.m., Rockwood 
Park. July 24, Dept. 47 vs. Tube 
Bending, 7:30 p.m.; Engineering 
vs. Air Force, 9 p.m., Trail Driv¬ 
ers Park. 


Industrial engineering friends 
of Gail Payne, Convair FW Dept. 
8, attended a stork shower given 
in her honor July 7 by Mary 
Sharp, Dept. 8. 

The shower, given at the home 
of the hostess, 4925 Fairfax, was 
attended by Virginia Cox, Mary 
Pennington, Viola Jones, Mary 
Ann Hudson, June Peck, Lois 
Grainger, Pat Lucas, Thelma 
Lanham, Naoma Ball, and the 
honoree, all of Dept. 8. 


Yosemite Honeymoon 

Adam J. Nicholas, Dept. 225 
SD, and Mary Christopher of El 
Cajon were married last weekend 
at the St. John of the Cross 
Catholic Church and are honey¬ 
mooning in Yosemite National 
Park. When they return they will 
live at 3916 Shirlene Place, La 
Mesa. 

Nicholas has been with Con¬ 
vair for ten years, with the ex¬ 
ception of 22 months in the serv¬ 
ice, part of which was overseas 
in the European theater. 


FW Tennis Team 
Defeats Cleburne 

Three Convair FW tennis 
teams defeated squads from Cle¬ 
burne, Tex., in matches July 6 at 
Forest Park. 

Fred Brown and Bill Ravens- 
croft, both Dept. 6, teamed to de¬ 
feat a Cleburne squad of Russ 
Kersten and Bob Deckert, 6-3, 

6- 2, while Walter Bradley, Dept. 
8, and Leo Wilson, Dept. 6, 
downed Cleburne players, Jack 
Burton and Larry Willis, 7-5, 

7- 5. 

Ed Krug, Dept. 6, and Buck 
Hunter, Dept. 8, teamed to win 
from Cleburne’s Jay Pickens, and 
Carl Karpenter, 4-6, 6-1, 6-0. 

Arrangements for the Cle¬ 
burne match were made by C. J. 
Hall, former CRA tennis com¬ 
missioner, now active in Cle¬ 
burne Tennis Club activities. 
Plans are now being made for a 
return match in Cleburne some¬ 
time this month. 


Interested in Boy Scout Work? 
Longhorn Council Needs Help 


Convair FW employees with 
experience or interest in Boy 
Scout work are being sought by 
the Longhorn Council (Fort 
Worth area) and especially by 
the Yucca district which includes 
the western part of Fort Worth 
in which many Convair families 
live. 

Convair personnel already serv¬ 
ing in Boy Scout work include 
Ray O. Ryan, vice president and 
division manager, who is chair¬ 
man of the Yucca district, D. C. 
Burrows, assistant division man¬ 
ager, who is vice chairman of 
the district, J. L. Budros, safety 


supervisor, who is chairman of 
the leadership training commit¬ 
tee, Budge V. Lee, supervisor in 
Industrial Engineering, who is 
finance committee chairman, L. 
L. Turner, manager of Public 
Relations, who is chairman of 
organization and extension, H. H. 
Black, flight dispatch supervisor, 
and R. W. Lilly, general fore¬ 
man in Dept. 31, who are Scout¬ 
masters, and others. 

Other Convair FW personnel 
interested in Boy Scout work 
may obtain details from Budros 
at Convair ext. 5244 or at his 
home telephone, Pershing 9265. 



FISHERMAN'S LUCK—Part of the loot of a two-day Ensenada 
fishing expedition form a background for this Convair SD group. 
They caught total of 12 yellowtail with largest tipping scales at 25 
pounds. Left to right, K. F. Leaman, assistant SD division manager; 
John Avery, Public Relations; R. H. Biron, vice president; Hudson 
Phillips, acting Public Relations director; Maj. S. P. Dillon, AF 
representative at SD. 


Net 74 Wins Guest 
Card in Opening 
New Golf Course 

A Convair FW golfer, George 
Young of Dept. 44, shot the low¬ 
est score on opening day—July 
1 — on the city’s newest golf 
course, Z. Boaz in Ridglea. 

Young scored a 74 with 13 han¬ 
dicap and won a year’s member¬ 
ship card entitling him to play on 
all municipal courses. Prize was 
awarded by Convair Recreation 
Association. 

First golfers to tee off on the 
new course were a Convair trio 
of Glenn Tailor, Dept. 27; J. D. 
Long, and W. C. Henderson, of 
Dept. 82, who teed off at 5:30 
a.m. 

A CRA team of Paul Ondo, 
Dept. 8; L. H. Armstrong, Dept. 
20; Brad Calhoun, Dept. 44, and 
J. T. Tyler, Dept. 4, tied for first 
place in team competition. 

F. F. Foster, CRA golf com¬ 
missioner, represented Convair at 
formal opening-day ceremonies. 


Caliente Scene of 
Next Golfing Meet 

Fabulous and once famous 
Agua Caliente golf course will 
be the setting for the gathering 
of the Convair SD golfing clan 
July 29. 

Nine holes of the course were 
revived recently and CRA Golf 
Commissioner Russ Osgood re¬ 
ports it is in excellent condition. 
The links, abandoned more than 
a decade ago, once was one of 
the finest tests of golf in North 
America. 

The event this time will be a 
“nine hole ringer tournament.” 
That means that players will tour 
the nine holes twice and for a 
final nine hole score can take the 
best scores they made on each 
of the holes. 

Starting time will be 7:30 to 
10 a.m. The $1.50 fee covers 
everything. 


Championship Shoe 
Tourney Planned 

Departmental winners in the 
Convair FW plant-wide horse¬ 
shoe pitching tournament should 
be determined by July 24, and 
their names turned in to Com¬ 
missioner Finn Wahl, he an¬ 
nounced this week. 

Play-offs for a plan t-w i d e 
championship will then be sched¬ 
uled, with trophies or other prizes 
to be given each member of the 
first, second and third place 
teams. Wahl can be reached at 
ext. 3132. 


Chess Competition 

Play-offs are now under way 
in the Convair FW plant-wide 
chess tournament. Prizes will be 
awarded the top two winners in 
Class A, B, and C competition. 

Playing for Class A honors 
are E. W. Foster, Dept. 6-5, and 
W. H. Cohenour, Dept. 24. Class 
B finals are between H. C. Bar¬ 
tholomew, Dept. 6-5, and J. E. 
Pair, Dept. 24-8. W. C. Samson 
Jr., Dept. 6-4, and A. Unruh, 
Dept. 24-1, are playing for the 
Class C title. 


FW Bowlins 

CRA SUMMER LEAGUE 


TEAM 

W. 

L. 

Mitz-Fits . 

19 

9 

De-Merits . 

. 18 

10 

Warts .. 

. 17 

11 

Black Cats . 

. 16 

12 

Hot-Shots ... 

16 

12 

Cubs .. 

. 16 

12 

Portside . 

. 15 

13 

Schmoos . 1 .. 

. 14 

14 

Leburtons ...... 

. 14 

14 

Ellbees . 

. 13 

15 

Hard-Heads . 

. 13 

15 

3 H.P.... 

. 13 

15 

Yankees . 

. 13 

15 

Leaches . 

. 12 

16 

Tuck-Up .„.. 

8 

20 

Hot-Rods . 

. 7 

21 

TUESDAY NIGHT MIXED 

LEAGUE 

Party Poopers .. 

. 18 

10 

Injuns . 

18 

10 

Pokeys . 

. 17 

11 

Scatterbrains . 

. 15 

13 

Miss-Its ._. 

. 15 

13 

Highballers . 

. 13 

15 

Screwballs . 

. 18 

15 

Woodchoppers ._. 

. 11 

17 

The Quartet ... 

. 11 

17 

Tadpoles .„. 


19 



$3,700 WORTH OF DOGS—K. M. Powell of Convair FW Dept. 
4-1, and his wife Polly, are shown with three varieties of dachshunds 
at their Lake Worth kennels. The dogs are owned by a Fort Worth 
businessman and are being conditioned by the Powells for show. 
The dogs are, left to right, "Noddy von Dychland," champion 
smooth - haired dachshund; "Bunny von Dychland," long-haired 
dachshund pup and possible future champion, and "Brentwald W. 
Joshua," international champion among wire-haired dachshunds. 


Upper Crust 


'Dog's Life' Means ’Life of Riley' 
To Aristocrats in Plush Kennel 


Leading a dog’s life is not so 
bad after all—if you can lead it 
at “Bel-Air,” ritzy dog kennels 
owned and operated by K. M. 
Powell, of Convair FW Dept. 4-1, 
and his wife, Polly. 

And “Bel-Air” is exclusive— 
not just any dog can get in. The 
Powells specialize in grooming 
and training champions and 
show dogs sent to their kennels 
from all over the United States. 
They also raise a few of their 
own on the two-and-one-half- 
acre Lake Worth tract. 

The Powells are playing host 
to 25 grown dogs and nine pup¬ 
pies at present, although they 
can accommodate 40 canines. 
Rarest of their charges is a wire- 
haired daschund judged the 
“greatest hound” in the United 
States last year. Owned by a 
Fort Worth businessman, Her¬ 
man G. Cox, “Brentwald W. 
Joshua” is valued at $3,000, and 
has won more than $7,000 worth 
of trophies. The Powells are con¬ 
ditioning the champion for a 
California show. 

Powell’s work has only be¬ 
gun after he arrives home from 
a day’s work at the plant. He 
must feed and care for the 
dogs—which often takes until 
10 p.m. Sometimes special 
menus include such delicacies 
as avocados and whole wheat 
toast. 

But it’s all in the life of a 
show dog. Always rating good 
attention are the Powell’s own 


dogs, which include three boxers, 
one miniature pinscher and one 
daschund. “Bel-Air” is the result 
of one of the boxers, “Evange¬ 
line of Iberia.” The Powells 
bought her eight years ago as 
a pet, and liked her so well they 
decided to raise dogs. A 16-year- 
old daschund has top seniority 
at the kennels. 

Another future champion re¬ 
ceiving special care is a new 
breed of dog, the “Wiemaraner,” 
also known as the “Grey Ghost.” 
The Wiemaraner, a comparative¬ 
ly recent import from Germany, 
is one of the world’s most un¬ 
usual looking dogs. It has a 
short, smooth blue-grey coat and 
eyes which appear almost yellow. 
The Powells are readying one of 
the dogs for a California show. 

“The only trouble we ever 
have with the dogs is cats,” says 
Powell. “Twenty-five dogs bark¬ 
ing in the middle of the night 
is no picnic—but it usually man¬ 
ages to scare the cats away!” 


SD Bowlins 

Standings in Convair SD’s Summer 
Handicap Bowling League are: 


Team Won Lost 

Navigators . 25 11 

Gravediggers ._. 22 14 

Aero . 21 15 

Hotshots . 20 16 

36ers .-... 19 17 

Alleyites . 18 18 

29ers . 15 21 

Gutterbusters . 14 22 

Mighty Five . 14 22 

Screwballs . 12 24 



CHAMPION ANGLERS—Examining awards won for catching 
prize fish in CRA contest are this trio of Convair FW anglers, left 
to right, R. P. Andrews, Dept. 6-1, who caught a I l/ 2 -pound crappie 
in Possum Kingdom Lake; Tobe Glandon, Dept. 47, who caught a 
56-pound yellow cat fish at Katy Lake near Waxahachie, Texas; 
and Stanley W. Couch, Dept. 47, prize winner for his 51 / 2 -pound 
black bass caught at Eagle Mountain Lake. In background is R. D. 
Jones, CRA fishing commissioner. 
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Three Teams 
At FW Lead 
In City Play 

Barring upsets, three Convair 
FW softball squads in city play 
are predicted to capture their 
second-half league crowns in the 
final two weeks of play this 
month. 

Remaining in first place are 
the B-36 Flyers in the East 
Texas League. CVAC in the Na¬ 
tional League, and Convair in 
the Girls’ Industrial League. The 
girls are tied for first place with 
Lemmon Electric. 

Things are looking up for the 
Production squad in the National 
League, as the team moved from 
third to second place last week. 
The Bombers in the Commercial 
'jeague remain in third position 
while Convair in major city play 
is cinched for the final cellar 
spot. 

Recent scores and upcoming 
games include: 

EAST TEXAS LEAGUE 

June 28, B-36 Flyers. 5, Commercial 
Standard, 0 ; July 3, B-36 Flyers, 11, 
State Reserve Life, 1 ; July 10, B-36 

Flyers, 6, Commercial Standard, 3. 

July 19, B-36 Flyers vs. Commercial 
Standard, 7:30 p.m. at Centennial Park ; 
July 24, B-36 Flyers vs. State Reserve 
Life, 9 p.m. at Forest Park. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

June 28, CVAC, 11, Azle Independents, 
1 ; Production, 3, North Side Amusement, 
2 ; July 3, Production, 17, Azle Inde¬ 
pendents, 7 ; CVAC, 3, North Side Amuse¬ 
ment, 2; July 10, Production, 5, North 
Side Amusement, 10 ; CVAC, 9, Azle 
Independents, 0 (forfeit). 

July 19, CVAC vs. Azle Independents, 
7:30 p.m., Production vs. North Side 
Amusement, 9 p.m., Trail Drivers Park ; 
July 24, Production vs. Azle Indepen¬ 
dents, 7:30 p.m., CVAC vs. North Side 
Amusement, 9 p.m., Rockwood Park. 

COMMERCIAL LEAGUE 

June 28, Bombers, 10, Houston Fire 
and Casualty, 5 ; June 30, White Swan, 
9, Bombers, 0 (forfeit). 

July 19, Bombers vs. Houston Fire and 
Casualty, 7:30 p.m., Forest Park; July 
21, Bombers vs. White Swan, 7:30 p.m., 
Centennial Park; July 26, Bombers vs. 
Southern College of Commerce, 9 p.m., 
Forest Park. 

GIRLS’ INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE 

July 4, Convair, 0, CWA, 14 ; July 
6 , Convair, 5, Lemmon Electric, 3. 

July 20, Convair vs. City-County 
Nurses, 7:30 ip.m.. Forest Park; July 
25, Convair vs. CWA, 7:30 p.m.. Cen¬ 
tennial Park. 

MAJOR CITY LEAGUE 

June 30, Convair, 1, Bradford Movers, 

2 . 

July 21, Convair vs. Bradford Movers, 
9 p.m., Sycamore Park; July 25, Convair 
vs. Melvin Loans, 7:30 p.m., S'ylvania 
Park. 


Bombers Unbeaten 
In Baseball Play 

The Sunday afternoon Bombers 
continue to rap out winning 
scores in Convair FW baseball 
play to remain undefeated in the 
first four games of the second 
half. 

But all’s not so good on the 
Convair and CVAC fronts. Both 
Convair in the Major City League 
and CVAC in American League 
play, are marking time in last 
place — Convair with two wins 
and six losses, and CVAC with 
no wins and four losses. 

Recent scores and upcoming 
games include: 

MAJOR CITY LEAGUE 

June 30, Convair, 2, Britt Lumber, 6 ; 
July 4, Convair, 0, Springtown, 8; July 
7, Convair, 0, I.A.M., 4. 

July 21, Convair vs. Britt Lumber, 9:05 
p.m., Rockwood Park ; July 25, Convair 
vs. Springtown, 6:45 p.m., Rockwood 

Park; July 28, Convair vs. I.A.M., 9:05 
p.m., Rockwood Park; Aug. 1, Convair 
vs. Britt Lumber, 6:45 p.m., Rockwood 
Park. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

July 2, Bombers, 4, Gray’s Food Store, 
3 ; July 9, Bombers, 1, Laneri, 3. 

July 23, Bombers vs. Gray’s Food 
Store, 2:30 p.m.. Sycamore Park; July 
30, Bombers vs. Laneri, 2:30 p.m., Syca¬ 
more Park. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

July 2, CVAC, 1, Diamonds, 3 ; July 
9, CVAC, 3, A1 Wooten, 5. 

July 23, CVAC vs. Diamonds, 2:30 
p.m., Sycamore Park; July 30, CVAC vs. 
A1 Wooten, 2:30 p.m., Sycamore Park. 


Bergstrom, Wisdom 
Win in Table Tennis 

John Bergstrom and Milt Wis¬ 
dom last week went to bat for 
Convair SD in two-man table 
tennis team play against other 
teams from SD industrial firms. 
They earned their berths in a 
round robin competition that saw 
Bob Saley, newly named CRA 
commissioner, selected as team 
alternate. 

Bergstrom and Wisdom ended 
the round robin with identical 
scores. Both won eight out of 
nine matches. Wisdom’s only loss 
was to Bergstrom, while the lat¬ 
ter’s only defeat was at the hands 
of Saley. 



Junior Leaguers Lead Second 
Half Play With Win Streak 


In a surprising return to form, 
Convair SD’s junior baseball club 
last week took undisputed lead 
in second half play with a string 
of four straight victories. 

On July 5 they knocked over 
Solar 5-3, defeated Neighborhood 
House the following day 8-4 and 
on July 8 took the measure of 
the first half winners, Ryan, by 
2-4, following this up July 11 
with a 3-1 win over Solar. 

As of late last week Convair 
led the league with four wins 
and no losses, as compared with 



PROOF OF HIS CATCH— 
(Photo courtesy Fort Worth Press) 
—Dudley Lindsey, four-year-old 
son of J. A. Lindsey, Dept. 20-1, 
with his "catch." 

4-Year-Otd Enters 
Anglers' ^Contest, 

Brings Own Fish! 

Four-year-old Dudley Lindsey, 
son of J. A. Lindsey, Convair FW 
Dept. 20-1, created a mild sen¬ 
sation when he wandered into the 
recent Southwest bait - casting 
contest at Trinity Park. 

Unabashed by the grown-up 
fishermen with their thousands 
of dollars worth of expensive 
rods, reels, and fishing equip¬ 
ment, Dudley came equipped— 
with a twig fishing pole and real 
fish! 

Of course the fish were small 
ones — about three inches in 
length. But the veterans vying 
for casting honors and trophies 
conceded that Dudley was the 
only fisherman on hand who 
brought live evidence of his skill! 
And besides, Dudley got his pic¬ 
ture in the Fort Worth Press. 


Horseshoe Courts 
Slated on B-36 Line 

Eighteen rubber horseshoe 
courts were scheduled this week 
to be laid out on the B-36 line 
west of building 4, for use during 
rest periods. J. K. Field of SD 
Employee Services indicated that 
first pairs of horseshoes would 
be issued without charge, so as 
to encourage play. 


Ryan at two and two, Solar and 
NH at one win, three losses. 

Standout of second half play 
has been Bobby Schultz’ efforts 
on the mound. He can throw a 
hard ball and also has a good 
curve. The 11-year-old has shown 
a great deal of recent improve¬ 
ment. Bobby has been sharing 
the pitching duties with Billy 
Coleman. 

Out in front among Convair 
hitters was Ernie Miller, batting 
around .450. Another valuable 
player is High McMillan, who 
has chalked up three homers thus 
far. 

If successful in second half 
play, Convair will face a playoff 
with Ryan for the city title. 

Liners Ruling 
Roost at SD, 
Undefeated 

Convair Liners softball team 
in the Industrial B League at 
SD ruled the roost this week 
w T ith four straight victories. 

On June 30 they blasted Max¬ 
well Buick 9-0 behind the fine 
pitching of Luke Morris and last 
week earned a bye. Morris struck 
out 12 men and gave up five 
scattered hits. A1 Damarus got 
four hits in five trips to bat; 
Tobe Huntley got four in six 
times up, including a triple in 
the fourth that cleaned the bases. 

Meanwhile Convair’s Triple A 
team was grimly hanging on to 
a high place in the standings, 
with a record up until late last 
week of six wins, two losses and 
a tie. The league leader was 
Turner’s Builders with seven 
wins, one loss and one tie fol¬ 
lowed by Beasley’s with six wins, 
one loss and two ties. 

The curfew law, stopping play 
at 10 p.m., robbed Convair of 
satisfaction on two occasions. On 
June 30 the game was called in 
the ninth inning against Beas¬ 
ley’s with the score 0-0 and on 
July 3 it was 4-4 in the 11th 
inning against the league leading 
Turner’s Builders. Convair will 
have an opportunity of making 
the encounters decisive, however, 
when they meet these teams 
later in the season. 

On July 11 Convair got back 
into the win column by knocking 
down the strong Gek team 6-2. 
Bud Leesch, whose sterling pitch¬ 
ing has held up the team in many 
a tough spot thus far, broke up 
the game in the fifth with a 
double that brought in two runs. 
Other heavy hitters included Tom 
Estrada, Gil Crosthwaite and 
Mickey Mikkelson with two each. 

Convair teams in the Industrial 
A League and in the Double B 
vrere having a fight for survival. 
The Bombers lost their game 
with Naval Supply 10-6 but later 
made it a victory by virtue of a 
forfeit because of an ineligible 
player on the Navy nine. They 
are now tied for second with 
three wins and a loss. The 
Eagles, with two wins and two 
defeats, were barely holding their 
own. They lost July 5 by 7-4 to 
Naval Air Civilians. 


Armament Leading in 
Second Shift Loop 

Armament is leading the sec¬ 
ond-shift softball loop at Convair 
FW this week after two second- 
half games. Tied for second place 
are Machine Shop and Tooling, 
with Inspection following in 
fourth place. Ten more games 
are scheduled for second-half 
play. Games are played at 1 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at Rock¬ 
wood Park. 



FIFTY-POUNDER—Dale Marks of Convair SD poses with record- 
breaking yellowtail caught July I. Fish is largest ever recorded in 
annual Yellowtail Derby sponsored by Junior Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. 


Dale Harks' 50-lb. Yellowtail 
Cracks Records at San Diego 


The Pacific Ocean gave Dale 
Marks of Planning and Tooling 
at SD a birthday present of a 
50-pound, three-ounce yellowtail. 

It was the largest fish weighed 
in at San Diego in many years 
and topped anything ever entered 
in the annual Yellowtail Derby. 
The catch was worth an outboard 
motor for the weekly derby prize 
and gives Marks the lead toward 
the qualifying prize of an all¬ 
expense trip to Alaska. It also 
virtually assures him of a place 
among the 400 who will compete 
in the derby “finals.” Before 
Marks landed his whopper July 
1, the derby record was 49 
pounds, five ounces. 

Marks is still breathless about 
the whole affair. 

“When the fish was finally 
safe and on deck I was so over¬ 
come by its size that I couldn’t 
say a word,” he recalled. “I 
didn’t realize until later that I 
had caught the fish on my 
birthday!” 

The fish measured 57 inches 
from nose to tail. It was caught 
on a 36-pound test, nine-thread 
line, carrying an 18-pound test 
leader. The bait was a sardine. 

“We started out early in the 
morning aboard the 34-foot cabin 
cruiser Maxine belonging to Ly¬ 
man Latham, Coronado drug store 
man, meaning to go for albacore. 
However, the fog set in and 
Latham decided we should pick 
up a few scoops of sardines and 
try to get some yellowtail, wait¬ 
ing for the fog to lift. 

“We anchored on the east side 
of the Coronado islands, about a 
half mile offshore. It wasn’t long 
before a commercial fishing boat, 
the Helen V, anchored nearby 
and began to chum. That helped 
us. I lost my first bait and got 
an almost immediate strike on 
the next cast.” 

At the same instant, another 
fish struck Latham’s bait only 
a few feet away. The fish 
crossed, but fortunately did not 
foul the lines. Marks’ fish took 
out 320 yards of line on its 
first run. 

“Then he sulked. Didn’t want 
any more line and wouldn’t let 
me take any,” Marks added. 

Meanwhile, Latham landed his 
fish and this left the deck clear 
for Marks, whose fish made a 
slow arc of about 90 degrees, 
during which the line picked up 
some kelp which ultimately acted 
as a “sea anchor,” and probably 
helped tire him. 


he struck, the fish was brought 
to gaff, an unusually brief time 
for a big one. 

“I owe a lot to Joe Kniss, an¬ 
other fisherman, who made a fine 
pass with the gaff as the fish 
passed by the boat. Believe it or 
not, both of Joe’s feet were off 
the deck and he had to steady 
himself with one hand. He pulled 
the fish aboard with the other!” 
Marks related. 

There were a lot of IFs that 
had to come out right to bring 
the fish ashore, as Marks pointed 
out. 

“IF he had swung east in¬ 
stead of west, he would have 
fouled with the Helen Y’s an¬ 
chor line. IF I hadn’t happened 
to be in a kelp-free area, I 
probably would have lost him 
in the kelp. IF Joe hadn’t 
struck him perfectly, I could 
easily have lost the fish from 
fouling with the propellers or 
any one of a hundred other 
things.” 

The catch brought Marks sud¬ 
den fame. He appeared that 
weekend on both radio and tele¬ 
vision shows and was the envy 
of every fisherman on the water¬ 
front. Marks last week turned 
the fish over to a taxidermist to 
be mounted. 

Marks knew, of course, that he 
had a big one from the very start 
but it wasn’t until the fish broke 
water about 70 feet away that he 
knew how big. At that moment 
one of his companions, refusing 
to believe that a yellowtail could 
be that large, called out: “It 
must be a shark.” 

But Marks had caught a 
glimpse of the fish’s belly, and he 
knew this was the real McCoy. 
From that moment until the fish 
was safe on deck his heart was 
in his throat. 

“In fact, I’m still a little jit¬ 
tery!” he confided last week. 


Approximately 35 minutes aftercoaches. 


Carl Loock Defends 
Diving Championship 

Carl Loock, Convair FW’s 
champion swimmer, was sched¬ 
uled to defend his title as Fort 
Worth’s senior man’s diving 
champion at the City Recreation 
Department swimming and div¬ 
ing meet July 15 at Marine Pool. 

Loock won the title last year 
and in 1944, 1945 and 1946. He 
is recognized as one of Fort 
Worth’s leading swimming 
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XC-99 Soars Over Texas on First Flight Since Modification 





FLYING AGAIN—Grounded for some months for repairs and modification, 
Convair-built XC-99 is operating again. Above photos were taken during test 
flight July 3 at Kelly Air Force Base. At right ship flies high over San Antonio. 


Plane was up two hours and a half. Col. Fred Bell, Kelly maintenance director, 
was pilot. XC-99 is still undergping minor modifications. 


Convair Air Reservists Take 
B-36 Controls on Coast Hop 


Convair Men to Help Run 
National Soaring Meet 


Three Convair FW air reserv¬ 
ists got an unexpected assign¬ 
ment on a recent training flight 
to California — but they didn’t 
mind a bit. 

The reservists, all members of 
the 446th Corollary Group at 
Carswell Air Force Base, were 
aboard a B-36 en route to Cali¬ 
fornia when they were told to 
take over the controls of the big 
ship. 

The three, S. C. Gray, Dept. 
81, H. W. Sharp and H. D. Far¬ 
ris, both of Dept. 6-2, obliged 
eagerly, as all three are former 
Air Force pilots with an un¬ 
quenchable yen to fly. “Espe¬ 
cially the B-36!” they all agreed 


At least 38 Convair FW work¬ 
ers are bettering themselves 
through home study courses ar- 
ranged with correspondence 
schools through the Education 
section, according to J. L. Budros, 
Education and Safety supervisor. 

“Employees who find it impos¬ 
sible to enroll in evening classes 


after several hours at the con¬ 
trols. All agreed that the B-36, 
although technically complicated, 
was easier to handle than any 
plane they had piloted. 

Gray, a former Air Force cap¬ 
tain, flew P-51s in World War 
II. Sharp logged 1,000 hours of 
pilot time in B-24s as a first 
lieutenant in World War II, 
while Farris’ World War II rec¬ 
ord shows 950 hours as a first 
lieutenant and pilot on B-17s. 

After their arrival in Califor¬ 
nia, they remained at Fairfield- 
Suisun Air Base four days be¬ 
fore returning to Fort Worth 
and Convair. 


have this opportunity to advance 
themselves educationally right at 
home,” Budros pointed out. 

The courses are available to 
Convair FW employees at a 10 
per cent discount, and fees for 
eligible veterans will be paid by 
the Veterans Administration. 


XC-99 up Over 
Two Hours on 
Test Flight 

(Continued from Page 1) 
sister ship, Convair’s famed B-36 
bomber. 

This engine modification ne¬ 
cessitated a change in the 99’s 
wings to adapt them to the newer 
B-36 engines. The fire extin¬ 
guishing system on the big air¬ 
liner also has been revised, 
reducing the plane’s weight by 
2,380 pounds. 

Kelly mechanics also have in¬ 
stalled a warning system that 
flashes a red light in the pilot 
compartment for each engine 
when the oil drops to 25 gallons. 
When full each engine carries 
190 gallons of oil, or a total of 
1,140 gallons for the entire ship. 

The XC-99 is capable of carry¬ 
ing 400 fully equipped troops or 
100,000 pounds of cargo, and is 
capable of flying more than 8,100 
miles non-stop. It is the only 
plane of its kind ever built. 

The XC-99 was designed and 
built at Convair SD, although 
Convair FW had a part in it, 
too. FW built the wing and ship¬ 
ped it to San Diego on four 
railroad flat cars. After it was 
flight tested at SD, the airplane 
was flown to FW for late 
changes and further test flights 
before it was delivered to the 
AF. 

The plane’s July 3 flight was 
televised over San Antonio sta¬ 
tion WOAI-TV. This was the 
plane’s first television appear¬ 
ance. 


Twin Girls Arrive 
Independence Day 

James Brock, Convair FW 
Dept. 20, had a real excuse to 
celebrate July 4th with fire¬ 
works ! On that day, he and 
Mrs. Brock became the parents 
of twin daughters — the first 
Independence Day babies re¬ 
ported at Convair FW. The 
Brocks hadn’t decided on 
names for their new daughters 
at press-time. Each baby 
weighed 5 pounds. 

Proud grandfather is W. T. 
Benbow of Dept. 81. The twins 
have a brother, Randolph 
Wayne, 20 months. 


Convair FW soaring enthu¬ 
siasts will be too busy officiating 
at the 12-day National Guard 
soaring contest, which begins 
Aug. 2 at Grand Prairie, Tex., to 
compete for titles. 

Hal Cronkhite, Dept. 6, has the 
top job as director of the meet, 
which is sanctioned by the Soar¬ 
ing Society of America and joint¬ 
ly sponsored by the Grand Prairie 
Chamber of Commerce, Arling¬ 
ton State College, and Texas 
Soaring Association. 

Helping out in various events 
will be Pat Sherman, Vernon 
Fincher, Paul Whisenhant and 
Uel Stephens, all of Dept. 6. 

More than 100 planes are ex¬ 
pected from throughout the 
United States to compete in the 
contests. The pilots will vie for 
four national titles—men, women, 
club and aerobatics, as well as 
the Texas state championship. 

Among prominent aviation fig¬ 
ures expected to witness the 
contests are Gen. Carl A. Spaatz 
and Gen. Jimmy Doolittle. 

B-36 Airmen 
Win Trophies 

Seven Air Force officers and 
airmen who flew their B-36 
bomber to championship honors 
in bombing competition have been 
awarded trophies at Fairfield- 
Suisun AF Base, California. 

The trophies, chromium B-36 
ash trays provided by Convair, 
were presented to the men by 
Maj. Gen. Thomas S. Powers, 
Strategic Air Command deputy 
commander, assisted by Brig. 
Gen. Robert F. Travis. 

The men are now stationed at 
Fairfield-Suisun, but at the time 
of the competition last October 
were at another B-36 base, the 
Rapid City AF Base, S.D. 

Receiving the awards were: 
Maj. William R. MacDonald, air¬ 
craft commander of the winning 
crew; Capt. Donald R. Curtis, 
Capt. Luther D. Carson, Lt. Fred¬ 
rick, J. Reitman, Lt. Milton E. 
Lytle, Lt. Glenn H. Lloyd, and 
M/Sgt. Victor E. Sklar. Other 
members of the winning crew 
who are at Rapid City AFB were 
to receive their awards in a cere¬ 
mony there. 


Bill Ivans To 
Soar for SD 
In Nationals 

Convair SD will have at least 
one entry in the national soaring 
meet which begins next month at 
Grand Prairie, Tex. 

Bill Ivans of Dept. 6 SD plans 
to enter with his Schweizer sail¬ 
plane; and Jim Spurgeon, also of 
Convair SD, will be there in his 
official capacity as a national of¬ 
ficer of the Soaring Society of 
America. 

Ivans, however, was pessimis¬ 
tic about his chances because of 
lack of experience in such meets. 

Early this month, soaring at El 
Mirage on the Mojave desert, 
Ivans made a “goal flight” of 221 
miles to Overton, Nev., on the 
shores of Lake Mead and thereby 
won his “Gold C” and qualified 
for his second leg on a “Diamond 
C,” emblematic of soaring’s high¬ 
est achievement. To obtain it, he 
must make a flight of at least 
300 miles and he hopes to make 
it during the nationals. 

On the flight to Overton (a 
destination Ivans announced in 
advance), the plane was at 10,000 
feet most of the time. The high¬ 
est point reached was about 18,- 
100 feet and Ivans was on oxy¬ 
gen for about three hours. 

Ivans has gone as high as 30,- 
500 feet, within 3,000 feet of a 
record, and early this year took 
high altitude tests in prepara¬ 
tion for an assault on the world 
mark. Lack of leisure time, how¬ 
ever, has prevented him from 
making a serious attempt. 

When Ivans drives to Texas, 
with his Schweizer on a trailer 
behind his car, he hopes to have 
two-way radio communication in¬ 
stalled. 

“This should be a big help to 
my crew chief, Roman Benn of 
North Island,” he explained. It is 
Benn’s job to keep track of Ivans 
from the ground and meet him 
with the motor car when he comes 
down, no simple task when the 
pilot is not always the captain of 
his fate but must rely on air 
currents. 



RESERVISTS MAN B-36—Three Convair FW workers in Air Force 
reserves had chance to pilot big bomber they help produce on 
recent California flight. All three were World War II pilots. Pic¬ 
tured in B-36 pilot's enclosure are left to right, S. C. Gray, Dept. 
81; H. W. Sharp and H. D. Farris, both Dept. 6-2. 

Home Study Courses Arranged to Aid 
Convair People in Advancing Selves 



IT'S A BREEZE—CRA water skiiers at FW enjoy thrills and a few spills these 
days on Lake Worth. At left Bill Govett Jr. and Joe Saurenmann glide along after 
a wet start while in center they make a big splash. At right pictured at Lake 


Worth Boat and Ski Club are, left to right, Mrs. B. A. Erickson, whose husband is 
manager of Flight, and Bert Woods (in water) of Dept. 12. Onlookers include 
Lindy Levine, Bill Govett Jr., Joe Saurenmann, Bill Harwell and Norval Jones. 







































Crew Will Put B-36 D Through Stiff Tests at FW 





Carswell Sergeant 
Logs 1,000 Hours 

A flight engineer at Carswell 
Air Force Base set a new record 
in July when he became the first 
7th Bomb Wing man to chalk up 
1,000 hours of flying time in B- 
36s. 

He’s M/Sgt. Woodrow W. Kil¬ 
patrick of the 9th Bomb Squad- 
dron. A B-36 ashtray was pre¬ 
sented to the airman by Lt. Col. 
Francis J. Shuck. He previously 
marked up 1,200 hours of flight 
time in an earlier type AF 
bomber. 


BABY-SITTIN' JOB SEEKER—Among thousands of Fort Worth 
folks who voluntarily flocked to Convair FW seeking jobs when plant 
went on 10-hour day was B. E. Kerr, of 4526 Blackstone Drive. 
"Couldn't find a baby-sitter," said Kerr," so I brought the baby 
along." Youngster is Donovan Wayne, his five-month-old son. 


Deliver First 
RB-36 to. Air Force 

Conversion of the first B-36A 
bomber into an RB-36 recon¬ 
naissance airplane has been com 
pleted, officials at Convair FW 
disclosed July 28. 

An Air Force crew from the 
28th Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing, Rapid City Air Force 
Base, S.D., flew the RB-36 to 
their home station this week. 

All B-36A bombers have been 
returned to Convair FW for con¬ 
version into RB-36 reconnaiss 
ance airplanes. 


IN THE NAVY NOW!—Among first Naval Air reservists to re¬ 
ceive call to active duty was this Convair FW trio shown turning in 
Convair badges. They are, left to right: J. B. Tate, Dept. 73; James 
Sockwell, Dept. 22-8; and John L. Broyles, Dept. 73, first Naval Air 
reservists called in Fort Worth. 
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Liners Start 
Air Service 
In Argentina 

Convair-Liners went into 
regular passenger service 
last month for the first time 
in Argentina. 

The first route is from Buenos 
Aires over the Andes to San¬ 
tiago Chili, with stops en route 
at Cordoba and Mendoza, a dist¬ 
ance of about 815 miles. Con- 
vairs make the trip in a total 
elapsed time of 4% hours, in¬ 
cluding time out to clear cus¬ 
toms. 

Ultimately, extension of serv¬ 
ice to more distant points is an¬ 
ticipated (see map on page 8). 

There now are three Convair- 
Liners in Argentina, delivered 
this spring. Two others, which 
have been temporarily in stor¬ 
age, will join them soon. One 
plane left San Diego last week 
with W. B. Harwell as pilot, D. 
H. Franks as co-pilot and W. W. 
Hoffman as flight engineer. As 
soon as the crew returns to the 
states they will ferry the other 
ship south. 

Originally under the colors of 
FAMA, the Liners now are in 
the service of Aerolineas Arg¬ 
entina, formed some months ago 
to take over all of the country’s 
airlines, including FAMA. The 
FAMA markings on the last two 
airplanes will be removed in 
South America and replaced with 
these of Aerolineas Argentina. 

Liner service officially got 
under way July 6 accompanied 
by an elaborate ceremony at 
Buenos Aires where more than 
5,000 guests watched President 
Peron cut the ribbon signaling 
the start of operations. (See 
page 8 for an on-the-spot ac¬ 
count of the first flight.) 
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A "SON" RETURNS—After being away from "home" more than a year, Convair-built XC-99 
returned to place of "birth" at SD for brief visit July 12, its first stop since leaving Feb. II, 1949 
for Fort Worth and ultimate delivery to Air Force. San Diego skyline, showing Civic Center, appears 
in background. At left are B-36 tails. 


Wing Tank Model of Liner 
Starts Test Hop Program 


Test flying of the first Con- 
vair-Liner to carry integral extra 
fuel tanks was expected to start 
at San Diego this week. 

The No. 1 airplane for Indo¬ 
nesian Airlines went to Field 
Operations early this week, fol¬ 
lowed a few days later by the 
No. 2 ship. Because of the addi¬ 
tion of new outer wing panels 
(carrying the extra tanks that 
raise total fuel capacity to 1,500 
gallons) a vigorous test program 
lies ahead for the No. 1 ship. 
The program is expected to last 
two to three weeks and result in 
an increased gross weight at 
takeoff allowance from Civil 
Aeronautics Authority. 

First delivery to Indonesian 
Airlines is scheduled for Sep¬ 
tember, with others following in 
October. All of the planes are 
scheduled to be out of the shop 
and in the hands of Field Opera¬ 
tions by the end of August. 

Meanwhile, test flying the first 


ship becomes important because 
of the gross weight figure. Al¬ 
lowance for the conventional 
Convair-Liner now flying passen¬ 
gers is 40,500 pounds. A figure 
materially higher than this is 
anticipated for the wing tank 
ships, which in turn will increase 
the plane’s payloads capacities 
over various ranges. 


Some May Return 
To 40-Hour Week 

Convair FW division em¬ 
ployees building B-36 bombers 
and reconnaissance aircraft for 
the Air Force bore down on 10- 
hour days five days a week be¬ 
ginning July 17. 

San Diego Division employees 
working on conversion of B-36s 
went on a similar schedule July 
25 to keep the same pace. 

The 10-hour schedules were 
plant-wide. At press time, 
studies were being made to 
determine whether some indirect 
functions will revert to the 
former 40-hour week, according 
to D. C. Burrows, assistant divi¬ 
sion manager. 


Convair Men 
Join Services 

Convair FW men, many of 
them veterans, were among the 
first Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County men to go into service 
after the attack on South Korea. 

Sixty-one employees who ter¬ 
minated between July 1 and July 
26 gave military service as rea¬ 
sons for their leaving. Some 
were reservists called to active 
duty, while others enlisted. 

Six men gave Air Force serv¬ 
ice as reason for their leaving, 
five the Army, 18 the Navy, 14 
the Marines, and two the Mer¬ 
chant Marine. Others did not 
specify which branch. 

Those terminating were: Dept. 3, C. 

L. Cotten Jr. Dept. 4, B. H. Berger, J. 

M. Demin g, D. G. Magee, Wayne B. 
Waynock, W. E. Walker. Dept. 6, E. L. 
Egger. 


Dept. 11, J. M. Browne Jr., R. E. 
Dahms. Dept. 12, John Dan Cleavlin. 
Dept. 14, W. E. Fetter, Dept. 20, M. J. 
Woodard, Dept. 22, R. R. Baird, J. G. 
Logan, J. G. Sockwell, J. E. Steele, 
Dept. 25, H. J. Saunders, Dept. 27, R. 
L. Brongersma, Dept. 31, W. G. Brown 
Jr., C. D. Bush, Jr., F. W. Rosson Jr., 
Dept. 41, R. C. Grimes, Dept. 43, W. H. 
Jacobs Jr., Dept. 44, R. A. Meek, B. W. 
Powell, R. A. Walker, Dept. 45, K. W. 
Burk, W. C. Kirkpatrick, Dept. 46, J. H. 
Jones, J. L. Wade, Dept. 47, J. E. Cor- 
dova, W. E. Dunkin, E. D. Evans, R. K 
Martin, R. S. Pugh, C. R. Rogers. 
Dept. 48, H. H. Roberts, P. R. Schlick, 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Performance 
Evaluation 
Hops Ahead 

After instrumentation had 
been completed in record- 
Dreaking time and shake- 
down tests finished, a shiny- 
new B-36 D model bomber 
was nearly ready this week 
for an Air Force crew to put 
it through its paces in ex¬ 
tensive performance evalua¬ 
tion flight tests. 

“Performance evaluation” is a 
technical-sounding phrase which 
simply means finding out what 
the aircraft will do under al¬ 
most any given set of conditions. 

From the information gathered 
by the flight crew, the Air Force 
will issue information to AF 
flight crews upon which they can 
predict the plane’s performance 
under any given set of atmos¬ 
pheric conditions. 

B. A. Erickson, FW Flight 
manager, said design and in- 
stallation of instrumentation 
was accomplished in record time. 
Design was supervised by F. E. 
Sutton, group engineer in 12-3. 
Installation was performed by 
specialized crews working in a 
group headed by R. G. Bryden, 
assistant general foreman, 12-4. 

“It wasn’t all simple. For in¬ 
stance, to measure the amount 
of air which cools the piston en¬ 
gines, several hundred tiny tubes 
were placed on and around the 
power plant. We also installed 
instrumentation to measure tem¬ 
peratures at hundreds of points 
within the power plant,” Erick¬ 
son said. 

Temperatures are taken in ex¬ 
treme ranges, from minus 100 
degrees Fahrenheit outside tem¬ 
perature at high altitude, to 
1,800 degrees Fahrenheit inside 
the engine. 

Finding out exactly what the 
Model D can be expected to do 
under different sets of condi¬ 
tions will make up one of the 
most extensive performance 
evaluation tests in history—sim¬ 
ply because its six piston engines 
and four jet engines enable the 
bomber to fly with more differ¬ 
ent combinations of power than 
any other known aircraft. 

At a certain altitude, for 
instance, the B-36 may be flown 
with various numbers of piston 
engines operating, and with or 
without any number of jet en¬ 
gines from one to four. 

When tests are completed, AF 
crews will know what perform¬ 
ance to expect from any given 
combination of engines at vari¬ 
ous altitudes, various speeds, 
under different loads and under 
different atmospheric conditions. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 2258. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starke’y, commissioner, ext. 6242. Aug 1 . 15 is deadline for 
enrolling in new winter bowling leagues now being formed. Entries will be ac¬ 
cepted for the 875 Scratch League, Engineering and Office League, and Shop 
League at CRA Office, ext. 5141, or at ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting at 7:45 p.m. Aug. 4 
and Aug. 11 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3136. Meeting 7:30 p.m. Aug. 7 
at Y.M.C.A. Enter snapshots and color slides in CRA photo contest this month. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5188. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olson 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—R. R. Massegee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 11:20 to 
11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. To get on waiting list for CRA 
golf classes, contact Foster. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Departmental playoffs 
now under way. 

HUNTING, FISHING AND RIFLE—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 3164. 
Twenty-two rifle plinking match 1 p.m. Aug. 12 at Fort Worth Rifle and Pistol 
Club on Lake Worth. Registrations now accepted for new quarterly fishing contest 
at Employee Service section. Prizes to be given for largest bass, catfish, sand 
bass and crap pie. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—Lunch-time mystery serial *‘The Green Archer” at 11 a.m. every 
Thursday in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING-PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Those interested in 
playing contact Whisenhant. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Riding classes suspended 

temporarily until further notice. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, 

jack pot roping, and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Tuesday and Friday 

at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. Calf roping from 3 to 5 p.m. each Sunday. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m., Aug. 7 and Aug. 14 on con¬ 
crete slab in Rockwood Park. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—Gene Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Tennis matches 7 to 9 

p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday at Forest Park. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauerenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Water 
skiing each Sunday afternoon at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. All necessary 
equipment available. Red Cross swimming instruction 9 to 10 a.m. week days 
at each City swimming pool. 


Jlo<f fcooJz Z+ibuei 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in 
status for Convair FW supervision and 
professional and administrative em¬ 
ployees effective July 16: 

Dept. 3, Industrial Relations: M. E. 
Clark to security officer; J. F. McMahon 
to special investigator A. 

Dept. 4, Material: R. L. Kinsey to 
supervisor. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: N. C. Karpinsky 
to assistant supervisor. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promotions to or within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective July 16: 

Dept. 6, Engineering; J. F. Aiken to 
aircraft service supervisor. 

Dept. 14, Shipping: B. M. Higgins to 
Shipping assistant foreman. 

Dept. 22, Production Control: C. W. 
Andreasen to Production Control assist¬ 
ant foreman. 

Dept. 27, Inspection & Flight: M. C. 
Nesbit to Inspection assistant supervisor. 

Dept. 31, Special Projects: R. A. Dix, 
J. W. Moss, B. N. Waite, G. C. Zim^ 
merman, all to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 63, B-36 Assembly; J. E. Cass¬ 
idy, Joseph Conta, F. G. C'rosthwaite, 
P. W. Donaldson Jr., C. H. Gerdes, J. 
H. Hatchett, G. C. Landy, G. J. Leg- 
gott, L. R. Marbourg, F. B. Presley, M. 
C. Sullens, George Tahan, H. L. William¬ 
son, all to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 102, Sub-Assy & Processing: R. 
A. Davis, M. M. Goodhart to assistant 
foremen. 

Dept. 250, Bench: B. C. Davis, S. S. 
Stearns, to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 340, Final Assembly: Robert 
Buss to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 360, B-36 Outer Panel: H. C. 
Tice to assistant foreman. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

HAWKINS—Son, Gery Edwin, 7 lbs. 
12 oz., born July 9 to Mr. and Mrs. E. 
J. Hawkins, Dept. 50. 

METCALF—Son, Roger Dale, 7 lbs. 
14 oz., born July 24 to Mr. and Mrs. 

F. D. Metcalf, Dept. 30. 

MIDDLETON—Son, Donald Dwain, 6 
lbs. 2% oz., born July 13 to Mr. and 
Mrs. T. A. Middleton, Dept. 30. 

SAN DIEGO 

BARNES—Son, Michael Terrance, 8 
lbs. 8 oz., born July 24 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. E. Barnes, Dept. 63. 

BLAKESLEE—Son, Robert Paul Jr., 
3 lbs. 15 oz., born July 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. P. Blakeslee, Dept. 6. 

BOWEN—Son, Richard Warren, 8 lbs. 
5 oz., born July 10 to Mr. and Mrs. W. 
C. Bowen, Dept. 27. 

GILL—Son, Raymond Leroy, 8 lbs., 
born July 24, to Mr. and Mrs. Norris B. 
Gill, Dept. 365. 

INGRAHAM—Son, Laurence, 7 lbs. 11 
oz., born July 2 to Mr. and Mrs. R. L. 
Ingraham, Dept. 22. 

KASITZ—Daughter, Connie Jean, 6 
lbs. 10 oz., born July 13 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur K?sUz, Dept. 340. 

SERRANO—Son, John Jr., 8 lbs. % 
oz., bora June 24 to Mr. and Mrs. John 
Serrano, Dept. 63. 


Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period July 18 through July 


Twenty-five 

Scrivani. 

year 

pin: Dept. 31, 

, F. 

A. 

Twenty-year 

Golem. 

pin: 

: Dept. 4, 

H. 

G. 

Fifteen-year 

pins 

: Dept. 6, 

C. 

M. 


Yater; Dept. 14, F. R. Field. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3, T. W. Wills; 
Dept. 6, A. R. Jensen, D. G. Moody; 
Dept. 22, B. J. Layton ; Dept. 24, E. K. 
Damarus, J. A. W. Hickman, M. O. 
Martin, Clyde Timens; Dept. 25, W. T. 
Collins. T. J. Cunnion Jr. ; Dept. 27. 

G. J. Martinson, F. B. Shockley, G. W. 
Turner. 

Dept. 31, R. S. Bryan, J. E. Hamp- 
sten, P. R. Hoffman, H. F. Horan, Ber¬ 
nard Hurley, R. W. Menzie, J. R. Mikul- 
sky, H. D. Musick, H. W. Niermann, W. 
C. Pahl, C. E. Parsons, V. H. Schade; 
Dept. 63, J. E. Cassidy. 

Dept. 101, S'. B. Radford; Dept. 102, 
K. W. Richey; Dept. 115, Selmer Chris¬ 
tensen ; Dept. 212, K. R. Erb, T. R. Mc¬ 
Daniel, Archie Stirling Jr. ; Dept. 300, 
C. C. Baker; Dept. 340, D. D. Claxton ; 
Dept. 401, J. L. Cortez, M. W. Rosen- 
grant; Dept. 403, M. A. Murphy, J. W. 
Thatcher; Dept. 406, B. L. Creason. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, Glenys R. 
Sears; Dept. 4, Rosa E. Brown ; Dept. 
6, Dora Belle, L. Burke, G. D. Corden, 
J. V. Wahl; Dept. 11, Elizabeth M. Cox; 
Dept. 22, Emma V. Waligura; Dept. 25, 
J. W. Ratz. 

Dept. 31, C. H. Bunker; Dept. 47, W. 

H. Bowler; Dept. 63, G. F. Hogan ; 
Dept. 101, E. W. Porter; Dept. 115, T. 
F. Doyle, G. W. Groff; Dept. 212, R. A. 
DeSoto ; Dept. 300, R. W. Dickenson. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Irene Woellhart, Dept. 9-3, wants ride 
to and from Carswell Air Force Base, 

7 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. Ext. 2224 or 6232. 

SAN DIEGO 

Dorothy Ford, Dept. 102, wants ride 
from Cajon Villa (El Cajon Valley) first 
shift, 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. She can be 
reached on ext. 328. 

Harold C. Jones, Dept. 16-6, Photo 
Lab, Bldg. 19, desires ride from 44th & 
University, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Call ext. 
274. Willing to leave for work early and 
return home later if ride is available. 

Eileen Huffstutter, Dept. 1-52, '"ould 
like ride from 42nd and Dwight. Hours 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ext. 587 or home 
phone, Talbot 9601. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

HUSKEY—Dee C., Dept. 82. Died 
July 23. Survivors; wife, sister, half 
sister, stepmother. 

HOWELL—Harvey Herbert, Dept. 44. 
Died July 24. Survivors: mother, father, 
one sister, two brothers, grandparents. 


Prize Money Upped 
To $100 in Snapshot 
Contest for Texans 

Prize money in the plant-wide 
Convair Recreation Association 
snapshot contest at Convair FW 
has been doubled to provide 22 
prizes amounting to $100, it was 
announced this week by E. E. 
Eicholtz, CRA camera commis¬ 
sioner. 

“We want to emphasize that 
this is a snapshot contest, not a 
contest for pictorialists or pro¬ 
fessional illustrators,” said Eich¬ 
oltz. “Snapshots of the children, 
vacation scenes, pictures of pets 
—or anything of general interest 
might win a prize.” 

There are 22 chances to win 
a prize. A $15 merchandise cer¬ 
tificate will be first prize in the 
black-and-white competition. Sec¬ 
ond and third are $10 and $5 cer¬ 
tificates. Eight pictures chosen 
for honorable mention will win 
for their takers a year’s sub¬ 
scription to American Photog¬ 
raphy Magazine. Like prizes will 
be awarded for the eleven best 
color transparencies entered. 

Pictures will be judged on 
general interest and composition. 
Judges will be members of the 
CRA Camera Club. Camera Club 
members themselves will not be 
eligible to compete, since one 
purpose of the contest is to 
stimulate interest among Con¬ 
vair employees who are not in 
the club. Wives and minor chil¬ 
dren living in the employees’ 
homes also are eligible to com¬ 
pete. 

Only one black-and-white snap¬ 
shot and one 35-millimeter color 
transparency may be entered by 
each contestant. All entries must 
be turned in on or before Sept. 
15, 1950. They may be mailed 
or delivered personally to CRA 
snapshot committee, in care of 
CONVAIRIETY. 

Black and white entries must 
have the maker’s name, address 
and department number on the 
back. No black-and-white en¬ 
tries will be returned. Color 
slides must have the same infor¬ 
mation printed in ink on the 
mount. Color slides will be re¬ 
turned after winners are an¬ 
nounced in CONVAIRIETY. 

Reasonable care will be exer¬ 
cised, but neither CONVAIRIETY 
nor the CRA Camera Club will 
be responsible for loss or dam¬ 
age. 


Billfold Cards to 
Carry Fish Sizes 

Billfold size cards are being 
printed for SD fishermen, carry¬ 
ing the list of fish which will 
merit button awards, along with 
the weights and sizes required, 
according to CRA Hunting and 
Fishing Commissioner Eddie 
Robinson. 

As a further convenience for 
SD sportsmen, cards are being 
prepared which will carry im¬ 
portant hunting laws that will be 
of value during the hunting sea¬ 
sons. These will be available in 
the near future at Employee 
Service at SD, Robinson indi¬ 
cated. 


Convair Men Join 
Armed Services 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Dept. 50, H. C. Jones, C. E. Steele, H. 
D. Stephens, David Weinbaun, B. J. 
Williams, A. P. Renfro. 

Dopt. 61, J. W. Kepple, Leroy Douglas 
Jr., Dept. 63, E. J. Chambers, H. E. 
Harris, G. T. Hendrix. Dept. 73, R. O. 
BaiLy Jr., J. L. Broyles, L. Denison, 
Stanley J. Perry Jr., T. F. Putman, J. 
3. Tate. Dept. 75, C. W. Jordan, T. I. 
Seller;. Dept. 76, H. J. Lovett. Dept. 
81, J. T. Clay Jr. Dept. 82, K. E. 
Mclntush, F. K. Mills. 
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store had a sale on jelly beans 
again!” 



CONVAIR AND B-36 POSTCARDS—Postcards bearing natural 
color pictures of Convair B-36 and Convair FW plant, similar to 
views above, are now on sale by Convair Recreation Association 
in Employee Services section of Industrial Relations department. 
Cards are two cents each. 


B-36 Lapel Pins on Sale at Convair FW 


New model gold plated B-36 
hi pel pins are now on sale in 
the Employee Services section 
at Convair FW. One thousand of 
the new pins are available at 
cost, 35c each. 

“These are the best quality of 


B-36 pins we have had up to 
now/* says E. G. Crosier, Em¬ 
ployee Services supervisor. The 
new design, smaller and neater 
than previous pins includes jet 
pods such as are on latest model 
B-36 bombers. 



SNAPSHOTS—Ever bang, away with a Brownie and come up 
with pictures like these? Of course, almost everyone has. These are 
just samples of pictures such as will be entered in CRA's big snap¬ 
shot contest at Convair FW. Obviously, you don't have to be a 
professional to enter. Emphasis will be on human interest and good 
composition. Contest, which includes $50 in prizes, is open to 
everyone at Convair FW EXCEPT members of Camera Club. 



TWO DECADES—LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair president, hon¬ 
ored a distinguished Convair veteran recently when he presented 
R. C. Sebold, vice president—Engineering, with a 20-year service 
pin. Sebold joined the company in 1929 at Buffalo, later spent an 
interval with Curtiss-Wright before re-joining. 
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Paving Strengthened at San Diego to Carry Weight of B-36s 


GETTING READY FOR B-36s—Every day during last six weeks has recorded 
a new change in appearance of SD's building 3 and surrounding area. A vast 
expanse of black top has been torn up and replaced with a thicker, better surface 
sufficient to support B-36s. Also, west side of building itself has undergone sub¬ 
stantial change. About half of old pillars were removed so B-36s will be able to 


partially come inside. Photo at upper right, taken about three weeks ago, shows 
last of concrete being poured on west side. Photo at left shows mounds of earth 
inside building where "roll pads" are being built. These are reinforced strips which 
will support B-36 landing gear. Semi-circle cut-outs are planned in big, doors to 
insure a close fit about fuselage when B-36s are partly in building, partly outside. 





'Bond Room' at SD Speeds 
Job On Wheeled Tables 


THAT'S THE TICKET — At¬ 
tractive Alice Root, Dept. 22 
clerk, shows off different kinds 
of tickets which help in segre¬ 
gating B-36 parts for disposition. 

countability records start on 
each individual part or assembly. 
During the process, inspectors 
examine them carefully, refer¬ 
ring constantly to blueprints. 
After cataloguing and close 
scrutiny, parts then leave MCA 
by truck, bound for the shop for 
re-work, repair or to stock for 
storage. 

“At first we pushed the parts 
around in metal tubs,” Webb re¬ 
lated. “That was hard sledding. 
Then about six weeks ago we got 
our tables with wheels attached. 
That made life a lot simpler.” 

The tables, made of light wood 
and easily pushed about, have 
two shelves. Parts are loaded on 
the top shelf and after inspec¬ 
tion are transferred to the bot¬ 
tom shelf. 

“The use of wheeled tables has 
cut our handling time by 60 per 
cent,” Webb estimated. 


Assembler Killed 
In Auto Collision 

Harvey Herbert Howell, 20- 
year-old assembler in Dept. 44 at 
Convair FW, was killed July 24 
when an automobile in which he 
was riding and a truck collided 
on South Riverside Drive. 

Howell had worked at Convair 
FW since November 1949. He 
previously worked at the SD 
division. Besides his mother, he 
is survived by his father, Hubert 
A. Howell (of Dept. 360, SD), a 
sister, Bertha Lou Howell, two 
brothers, Ray and George 
Howell, all of San Diego, and 
his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. G. Brown, of Fort Worth. 


LINE ON WHEELS—This is a part of Convair SD’s "bond room," clearing house for B-36 parts 
that have been taken off airplanes during modernization process. Tables at right are on wheels 
which make for speedy handling, as inspectors must scrutinize each separate part. Left to right, Rex 
Beemont (Dept. 22), Roy Westwood (Dept. 27), John Lowell (Dept. 27), Jack Freeman Dept. 22), and 
Si Ellzey (Dept. 27). Westwood, Lowell and Ellzey, inspectors, are in process of examining parts. 
They make frequent reference to blueprints to insure accuracy. 


Convair SD’s “bond room” has 
gone onto wheels. 

Known officially as “Moderni¬ 
zation Control Area” or MCA for 
short, the “bond room” name 
persists as an inheritance from 
Fort Worth where a similar ac¬ 
tivity acquired the title probably 
from “bonded” in the sense of a 
restricted area. 

“Handling problems gave us a 
hard time at first at San Diego,” 
Norman Webb, Dept. 22 (Pro¬ 
duction Control) assistant fore¬ 
man, recalled. “MCA opened up 
for business the latter part of 
April in building 4. It was our 
job to be a clearing house for 
all parts removed from the 
B-36s, except only for major 
components such as rudders and 
outer panels, etc.” 

Parts, each ticketed according 
to ultimate disposition (such as 
“dispose as obsolete” or “hold 
for AF” or “rework for use on 
production airplane” or “reinstall 
on same airplane”) flow into 
MCA on trucks. At this point ac- 


B-24 PILOT RETURNS—Christopher Clarkson (second from left), 
who received delivery on first B-24 Convair built for Britain, re¬ 
turned to San Diego recently on a west coast tour. He is now 
civil air attache of British Embassy, Washington. He made trip in 
DeHaviland Dove. Left to right, Maurice Brown, Embassy pilot; 
Clarkson, R. J. Pfeiffer of Convair SD sales (an old friend), and 
co-pilot C. R. Maisey. 


Rescue Work 
Needs Faster, 
Bigger Planes 

Men in the water won’t be able 
to wait for surface craft to res¬ 
cue them in the next war. 

“With the prospect of arctic 
operations, we must think of res¬ 
cue work in terms of big, fast, 
able aircraft that can alight on 
water and quickly pick up hun¬ 
dreds of survivors.” 

These were the words of 
Comdr. D. B. MacDiarmid, Com¬ 
manding Officer of the Coast 
Guard Air Station at San Diego, 
speaking July 19 before the Con¬ 
vair SD Management Club. Few 
aviators can speak with greater 
authority on such operations, for 
even in a service that specializes 
in rescues at sea, MacDiarmid is 
a standout. Several years ago he 
was chosen from among top 
Coast Guard flyers to conduct 
lengthy rough water landing 
tests. The object was to gather 
data on flying boat performance 
under adverse conditions. He 
performed the job so well that 
he was singled out recently for 
the Octave Chanute award. 

Although MacDiarmid’s talk 
touched on many phases of Coast 
Guard work, he kept coming 
back to the sea in terms of air¬ 
craft. 

“The basic swells out here (off 
San Diego) are from the Aleu¬ 
tians,” he explained. “Built up 
by storms, the swells start out 
(Continued on page 8) 



. . . Men in the water 
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Armed Forces 
Center Opens 

Generous Convair FW folk 
had a significant part in the 
establishment of Fort Worth's 
new Armed Forces Service Cen¬ 
ter, they were reminded this 
week by M. L. Hicks, manager 
of Contracts. 

Hicks is chairman of the board 
of directors which directs oper¬ 
ation of the center. He pointed 
out that Convair employees con¬ 
tributed approximately $10,000 
of the funds used to set up and 
operate the “home away from 
home” for men and women of 
the Armed Forces. The $10,000 
was the amount above previous 
Community Chest contributions 
which came from Convair em- 


FAMILY CIRCLE—"Papa" Joe Whisenand, of Convair FW Dept. 
8 , traces route family took when they moved from St. Louis to Fort 
Worth. Family was recently featured in Fort Worth Press census 
story. The Whisenands, left to right, are: Janet, 12; Charles, 6; 
Whisenand; Marilyn, 2|/ 2 ; Mrs. Whisenand; Jack, 8; and Jim, 10. 

Here's a Typical Man Who Gets 
Credit for Raising FW Census 


When the Fort Worth Press 
decided to find out who are the 
99,385 persons added to Fort 
Worth's population since 1940, 
they naturally cast a look at Con¬ 
vair FW, since its personnel 
alone totals more than 16,000, 
and since many of them were 
“newcomers” when they began 
work at the plant. 

As a “typical newcomer” and 
a “characteristic Convair 
man,” the Fort Worth Press 
chose to tell the story of Joe L. 
Whisenand, of Industrial En¬ 
gineering department, and his 
family. 

Joe's friends, since the book 
and movie “Cheaper by the Doz¬ 
en” became popular, have dubbed 
him “Cheaper by the 5/12’s Doz¬ 
en.” His children number only 
five. 

This is the article by Staff 
Writer Bill Morrison, which the 
Press featured: 

“Joe (Cheaper by 5/12ths of 
the Dozen) Whisenand knows a 
vacation is out of the question. 

“A man who added seven 
names to Fort Worth's census 
list when Convair hired him as a 
timesaving expert five years ago, 
‘Father Gilbreath' had only to 
count the animals on his acre 
place at 2000 Jenson Rd. to real¬ 
ize vacation trails were not for 
him. 

“Spotted around the Meadow- 
brook home are five goats, a Jer¬ 
sey cow and calf, chickens, 
guineas, turkeys, rabbits, two 
cats and a dog. 

“ ‘We couldn't go any place 
even if we wanted to,' the effi¬ 
ciency man allowed. 

“Ownership of the domestic zoo 
is divided among six members of 
the family. Mother takes care of 
Blondie, the Jersey, and her calf, 
Alexander. The goats and rab¬ 
bits are split among the four old¬ 
est kids — Janet, 12; Jim, 10; 
Jack, 8 V 2 , and Charlie, 6. 

“Marilyn Sue, blond and 
youngest at 2*4, claims all of 
them. After all, as she puts it, 
she's Texas Sue, the only mem¬ 
ber of the family born in the 
Lone Star State. 

“Marilyn helps Jim as he milks 
the goats and cares for the rabbit 
clan. Jim proudly claims five 
adult rabbits and 12 youngsters. 

“Janet, not to be outdone, 
claims Colonel, the black cocker 
spaniel, and the two cats, 
Grumpy and Doc. 

“‘Grumpy came with the 
house, but I got Doc last sum¬ 
mer,' the oldest Whisenand child 
explained. 

“The boss of the household, the 
Mrs., said she formerly had good 
help around the house until the 
television set was set up in the 
living room. Now she's planning 
to serve meals on the living-room 
floor. 

“Papa got his chance to 
bring the clan to Texas in 1945 
when Curtiss-Wright Aircraft 
Co.’s contracts were trimmed. 
He and the Mrs. were glad to 


get the chance because *we 
think Texas is a wonderful 
place to raise children.’ 

“As if he didn’t have enough on 
his hands with a job and five 
children, Papa has a discount 
trading stamp business and ac¬ 
tively works in the First Chris¬ 
tian Church, the Meadowbrook 
school Dad's Club, and the East 
Side Civic League.” 


ployees m the 1949 campaign. 
Community Chest, in turn, made 
the money available for the 
service center project. Carswell 
Air Force base personnell in like 
fashion contributed $18,000 to¬ 
ward the center. 

The building is located adja¬ 
cent to the Y.M.C.A., and will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
each day. It is furnished with 
sofas, easy chairs, radios, tele¬ 
vision, juke box, dance floor, and 
other facilities for recreation. 

It was formally opened July 
19 in a ceremony which included 
brief remarks by Lorin Boswell, 
Community Chest president; 
Hicks; Brig. Gen. C. S. Irvine, 
Seventh Wing and Carswell Air 
Force Base commander; and 
Amon Carter. 


Employee Induction Program at Fort Worth 
Praised for Clarity and Thoroughness 


Convair FW's employee induc¬ 
tion plan is praised in a recent 
edition of “Safety Supervisor,” 
publication of the Kemper Insur¬ 
ance safety engineering depart¬ 
ment. 

An article and picture explain 
the induction system for new em¬ 
ployees at Convair. “Convair has 
a well-balanced, straight-from- 
the-shoulder, employee induction 
plan that works. They explain 


everything from nuts and bolts 
to the finished product, and—of 
course— they include a section 
on accident prevention,” states 
the article. 

The induction program is con¬ 
ducted by the Education and 
Safety sections of the Indus¬ 
trial Relations department with 
the assistance of other depart¬ 
ments. 


Dean of Rolling Stock 


Time Means Little to Versatile 
$180 "Don Quixote on Wheels" 



STILL GOING STRONG— 
Though its lines scarcely live 
up to ironic nickname of "Futur- 
amic," that doesn't mean that 
24-year-old ladder truck at SD 
can't do a job. "It's most ver¬ 
satile vehicle we have," say elec¬ 
trical maintenance men. Charles 
Hendricks, transportation dis¬ 
patcher for Convair SD t is at 
wheel. 


As dignified as a handlebar 
moustache and as dashing as 
goggles and a linen duster, a 
24-year-old ladder truck recent¬ 
ly nicknamed “Futuramic” has 
no competitors as the dean of 
Convair SD rolling stock. 

The records show the truck, 
a model 1926 Mack, was one of 
several acquired from private 
parties by the company in 
1942. The truck cost $180.25. 
Alongside of Convair’s modern 
equipment it seems as out of 
date as a Don Quixote. 

“But it is the most versatile 
piece of equipment in the 
house,” L. C. McEntee, elec¬ 
trical maintenance foreman, 
maintained. “We use it for a 
variety of jobs, ‘lamping’ the 
floodlights outside and inside 
the buildings, repairing mono- 
rails and even working on 
B-36s. Its ladders carry up 
37 feet off the ground.” 

Although performance is un¬ 
impaired by the years, the 
truck’s equipment can’t be 
called luxurious. It is chain 
drive, has hard rubber tires. 
Its four cylinders are equipped 
with primer cups and the 
starter is a crank! 

“Believe it or not, there are 
contractors in San Diego who 
would jump at the chance to 
buy it,” Charles Hendricks, 
Dept. 4 transportation dis¬ 
patcher, added. “It never 
breaks down and you can’t 
wear it out.” 

Because it doesn’t go outside 
the plant, the truck is un¬ 
licensed. That is a good thing, 
from the standpoint of econ¬ 
omy. The last license pur¬ 
chased, in 1947, cost $44! 



LITTLE RED BARN—The Dr. R. K. Miller family is shown with 
elaborate "little red barn" built for family's pets. With Dr. Miller, 
a Convair FW physician, is Mrs. Miller; eight-month-old Priscilla 
Dawn; Tweed, the Newfoundland; and Valentine, "just dog." 


Life in Luxury 

Doctor Builds Fancy Dog House 
With Upper Story for His Cats 


May she never do it, but if 
Mrs. R. K. Miller should ever put 
Convair FW’s young Dr. R. K. 
Miller in the dog house, he’d at 
least have the satisfaction of 
knowing that it's one of the best- 
equipped dog houses in these 
parts. 

But it isn’t only a dog house, 
since the Millers also have four 
cats, two horses and various oth¬ 
er official and unofficial pets. 

The dog house is beside the 
Miller home on Meandering Rd. 
on the south side of Lake Worth. 
It's actually a two-story affair. 
A “stairway” from the outside 
permits all the cats to climb to 
the second floor for peace and 
comfort away from the dogs. The 
dogs, in turn, are admitted only 
to the first floor and can't 
reach the cats. 

The inside, large enough for 
Doc to stand up and walk 
around, has plenty of storage 
space for dog and cat food and 
miscellaneous other items. 

The dog house was designed 
and built by the young doctor 
from the ground up, with the 
help of Mrs. Miller and a next- 
door neighbor, Roy Hynes, Dept. 
9-0. 

The structure is about 12 feet 
high and seven feet wide. It is 
built in sections and bolted to¬ 
gether so that it may be knocked 
down and set up in a new loca¬ 
tion if necessary. Roof is made 


of sheet aluminum and bolted 
down. 

What do the pets think of it 
all? Well, Tweed, the huge New¬ 
foundland, and Valentine, the lit¬ 
tle white mongrel that Dr. Mil¬ 
ler found wandering around 
helplessly at the Convair FW 
plant and rescued on Valentine's 
Day, use the barn both for night 
sleeping and day-time naps when 
the weather's hot. So do the cats. 

“And,” says Dr. Miller, “it 
keeps them out of our way.” 

At the plant, Dr. Miller re¬ 
ports to Dr. Ted Lace, who is 
in charge of the Convair FW 
medical section. In the dispen¬ 
sary, Dr. Miller supervises all 
medical examinations, handles 
emergency cases, and makes di- 



“Looks like another of those 
times when she's going to be the 
center of attention.” 


Joint Technical Talks Slated 
For I.A.S. and Soaring Assoc. 


Convair FW members of the 
Institute of Aeronautical Sci¬ 
ences and the Texas Soaring As¬ 
sociation will attend an all-day 
joint technical meeting of the 
two organizations Aug. 9, at 
Grand Prairie and Dallas. 

The meeting is being spon¬ 
sored in conjunction with the 
National Soaring Meet at Grand 
Prairie, in which both Convair 
FW and SD flyers are taking 
part. 

Members will meet at 9 a.m. at 
the Uptown theater in Grand 
Prairie to hear discussions on 
phases of meteorology by Robert 
Symons of Dallas, Dr. Joachim 
Kuettner, geophysical research 
directorate, U.S. Air Force, and 
Dr. August Raspet of Mississippi 
State College. The session will 


be presided over by Ted Lang of 
the U.S. Weather Bureau. 

The afternoon session, which 
begins at 2 p.m. at the Uptown 
theater, will feature talks on 
phases of aerodynamics by Dr. 
A. M. Lippisch, Cedar Rapids, 
la., Dr. Raspet and R. H. John¬ 
son, of Mississippi State College, 
and Kalle Temmes, Institute of 
Technology, Finland. Presiding 
over the afternoon session will 
be Alfred I. Sibilla, Grand 
Prairie. 

Members, their wives and 
guests will attend a dinner meet¬ 
ing at 7:15 p.m. in the main 
ballroom of the Adolphus hotel 
in Dallas. Principal speaker will 
be Capt. Ralph S. Barnaby, re¬ 
tired Navy officer, who will dis¬ 
cuss “The International Position 
of American Motorless Flight.” 
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STRONG AGAIN—Little nine-year-old Bobby Ray Neff shows 
mother Mrs. A. M. Neff, of Convair FW Dept. 31, how strong he 
is. Thanks to help of 19 blood transfusions from Convair FW 
employees, Bobby Ray is well now, despite predictions after he 
was severely burned that he wouldn't walk for years without crutches. 

Convair Boy, Gravely Burned, 

Owes His Life to Blood Bank 



AIR-GOING "SNACK"—Otha Coburn and Virginia Davis run 
down checklist of part of food gathered for Convair FW long- 
range B-36 flight. 

Rough Fare 

Crew Diet on B-36s Limited— 

To Steaks and Chicken, That Is! 


Last February, a little nine- 
year-old boy was helping bum 
dead grass at his home near 
Burleson when he accidently 
spilled kerosene on his leg. 
Flames from the burning grass 
set the kerosene on his leg afire 
—and the boy was near death 
when he reached the hospital. 

Doctors said if skin grafting 
operations succeeded, he might 
walk with crutches for several 
years. But today — only five 
months later—Bobby Ray Neff, 
son of a Convair employee, Mrs. 
A. M. Neff, Dept. 31, is walking 
—and without crutches. 

The part Convair FW employ¬ 
ees played in the little boy’s life 
is a big one. Doctors say that 
without the blood donated by 25 
Convair workers through the 
volunteer blood bank of M. A. 
Stewart, Dept. 24-8, the little 
boy would never have survived. 

For 10 consecutive days, vol¬ 
unteers enlisted from Stew¬ 
art’s file traveled a total of 86 
miles after working hours to a 
Cleburne, Tex. hospital, to 
give blood to the little boy. 
Each time the bandage was 
changed a transfusion was 
necessary. 

Through the efforts of Stew¬ 
art and Mrs. Neff’s supervisor, 
E. C. Costantino, Dept. 31, Bob¬ 
by Ray was admitted to Baylor 
Hospital in Dallas where he un¬ 
derwent a major operation and 
skin grafting at a savings of 
$748 per month to the Neffs. 

The story of Bobby Ray is 
only one in the files of Stewart 
which has a happy ending. Stew¬ 
art receives an average of 25 
calls each week from Convair 
families needing blood donors. 

“And our biggest need now is 
to enlist the aid of at least 100 
more Convair donors,” said Stew¬ 
art. Most of the 250 volunteer 


donors on file have helped out 
in at least one case. R. R. Masse- 
gee, of Dept. 27, holds the blood 
donors’ record. He has given 
blood seven times to Convair 
families. 

In recent weeks an account¬ 
ant, an engineer’s wife, a tool 
inspector’s son, a template 
maker, have been saved by the 
little file on Stewart’s desk. 

Stewart’s o n e-m a n “blood 
bank” is his own idea and his 
own personal contribution to¬ 
ward making this a better world 
in which to live. 

Recognizing the value and im¬ 
portance of his aid to other em¬ 
ployees, Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation arranged to assist 
Stewart and other employees 
participating in the blood donor 
program. 

Those who would like to regis¬ 
ter with Stewart to give blood 
are asked to contact him at 
Ext. 6116. 


Baby Son Injured 
In Freak Accident 

Willie Watson, 23-month-old 
son of A. O. Watson, Convair 
FW, Dept. 63 foreman, was in 
critical condition in a Dallas hos¬ 
pital at press-time after a freak 
accident. 

The Watsons had boarded an 
American Airlines plane for San 
Diego, where Watson was to be 
on temporary duty, when a wheel 
flange came off the plane and 
was struck by the propellers. 
Flying fragments came through 
the bottom of the plane and 
ripped the seat in which Willie 
and his sister, Ann, 8, were 
sitting, striking Willie in the 
abdomen. Ann and Watson were 
not injured, although Mrs. Wat¬ 
son was struck by a few frag¬ 
ments. 


FW Dispatcher 
Wows 'Em With 

Billy Songs 

Every Tuesday night for the 
past three years, a tall and gan¬ 
gling drugstore cowboy has gone 
on the stage of the Liberty 
Theater in Fort Worth and “em¬ 
ceed” a western-style talent pro¬ 
gram, the “Hillbilly Jamboree.” 

Known as the “Palomino Kid,” 
the young emcee with a record 
of 146 consecutive performances 
at the theater is Carl Story Jr., 
a dispatcher in Dept. 22 at Con¬ 
vair FW. 

Since 24-year-old Story took 
over the entertainment job at the 
Liberty, more than 150,000 per¬ 
sons have seen the “Hillbilly 
Jamboree,” which doesn’t make 
the theater manager unhappy. 

“And fact is I grew up in the 
city and have yet to ride a 
horse,” confides the entertainer. 
But fans applaud when the “Pal¬ 
omino Kid” breaks out — in a 
Texas hillbilly song with all the 
fervor of a veteran cowpoke. 

Besides his Liberty job, Story 
emcees a show three nights a 
week for a local night club over 
KCUL. On Saturday nights he 
takes over at the “Lone Star 



THE "PALOMINO KID"— 
Carl Story Jr., Convair FW Dept. 
22 , is one of busiest cowboy 
entertainers in Fort Worth. In 
addition to radio shows, he has 
a record of 146 consecutive per¬ 
formances at Liberty Theater 
"Hillbilly Jamboree." 

Jamboree” at the North Side 
Coliseum. 

What does he do on his two 
free nights? He relaxes by trav¬ 
eling to nearby towns to perform 
in hillbilly shows. 

Even his vacations are planned 
with his favorite pastime in 
mind. He and his new bride, 
whom he met at a Lone Star 
Jamboree program, will journey 
to Nashville, Tenn., next month 
to see a “Gran 4 Ole Opery” 
broadcast. After the broadcast, 
Story will be interviewed and 
will sing on Ernest Tubbs’ pro¬ 
gram over WSM in Nashville. 
Tubbs recently recorded one of 
Story’s songs. “I’m With a 
Crowd But So Alone.” 

The song waxed by Tubbs is 
one of 50 hillbilly tunes com¬ 
posed by Story since he began 
strumming a guitar and singing 
at the age of 19. Since that 
time the young cowboy enter¬ 
tainer hasn’t been able to get his 
fill of hillbilly music. And his 
fans down at the Liberty Theater 
can’t get enough of Story’s 
songs. 


Pattern Maker Dies 

Dee C. Huskey, Convair FW 
pattern maker in Dept. 82, died 
at his home July 23 after a short 
illness. Huskey, 49, came to work 
at Convair in 1943. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife, one sister, a 
half-sister, and step-mother. 
Funeral services were held July 
24 with burial in Fort Worth. 


When you’re dealing with an 
airplane that weighs more than 
300,000 pounds under some load 
conditions, almost everything 
about it runs into sizeable fig¬ 
ures. 

And when you’re dealing with 
the healthy appetites of 12 to 15 
Convair FW crew members mak¬ 
ing flights of upwards of 40 
hours, you’re talking about a lot 
of food, too. 

Ask Otha Coburn, Convair FW 
cafeteria manager who also sup¬ 
plies B-36 crews with their food 
requirements. 

For instance, on one recent 
flight, Coburn arranged for 
these meat supplies to go 
aboard: five pounds of cured 
ham; five pounds of bacon; 
eight tins of boned chicken; 
12 cans of deviled ham; . . . 
and, hold your breath, 40 
choice club steaks! 

“But that’s just the meat, 
about 30 to 40 pounds,” says Co¬ 
burn. 

Food equipment put aboard in¬ 
cluded 150 cups for soup, 200 
cups for beverages, 25 cotton 
towels, 2 can openers, an egg 
turner, a frying pan, soap, a hot 
plate and other miscellaneous 
items. 

In addition to the meats, other 
perishables included four dozen 
eggs, two pounds of butter, jam 
and jelly, 28 quarts of sweet 
milk, five heads of lettuce, 36 to¬ 
matoes, four cans of condensed 
milk, two boxes of crackers, 12 
boxes of raisins, four loaves of 
white bread, two loaves of whole 
wheat bread, two loaves of rye 
bread, and assorted fresh fruit, 
30 individual fried pies, four 
stalks of celery, a quart of may¬ 
onnaise and four pounds of cof¬ 
fee. 

Other supplies included 20 cans 
of soup, 46 cans of fruit juice, 
eight cans of shoestring pota¬ 


toes, 36 packages of gum, and 
eight boxes of candy bars. 

Cafeteria employees round up 
all the food and supplies request¬ 
ed by the Flight department, then 
take them to the airplane shortly 
before it is ready to take off. 

Do the flight crews eat all 
of it? 

“Well,” says Coburn, “we 
seldom find any club steaks 
left over. In fact, we haven’t 
found one yet!” 


Convair Recreation Association 
works every day for YOU! Join 
an activity. 



GROWS HIS LUNCH—C. D. 
Goodger, plant guard at FW 
railroad gate, has taste for to¬ 
matoes. And it won’t be long 
until he can walk out his guard 
post and pick tomatoes fresh off 
vines for lunch. He set out 
plants with pocket knife. 




SAFE BUT UNHAPPY—Al Combs, Convair FW Dept. 45, takes 
no chances on safety of his son, Richard, when family goes to Fort 
Worth Boat and Ski Club to join in Convair Recreation Association 
water sports on Lake Worth. In addition to a Mae West life pre¬ 
server, photographer noted that Richard was also inside a huge 
56-inch aircraft tube. But definitely unhappy! AH Convair FW 
families are invited to participate in CRA water sports at the club. 
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Playoffs to Decide Winners 
Of Softball League Crowns 



MAINSTAY—This remarkably fine action picture shows young 
Bobby Schultz, mainstay of Convair SD's Junior Baseball team, who 
took a leading role in team's string of ten straight victories. He has 
an excellent fast ball and good control, too. 

Little League to Send All Star 
Team North for San Berdoo Tilt 


Playoffs for softball league 
crowns were on the sport docket 
at Convair FW this week as 
prospective champions looked 
forward to final city play next 
week. Definite competitor for 
the city crown is the B-36 Flyers 
squad in the East Texas league 
by virtue of first and second 
half league victories. 

Probable entrant in city cham¬ 
pionship play is the Convair 
girls’ team. Winner of the first 
half, the girls were scheduled to 
play off a second half tie with 
Lemmon Electric. 

CVAC, second half winner in 
the National League, was to take 
on Convair, first half winner, 
for the league title. After the 
first half, Convair moved up to 
the Major City League and 
wound up in last place in the 
second half. 

Production in the National 
League, first half intra-plant 
champion, was to tangle with 
Dept. 47 for the intra-plant title. 
The team placed second in the 
last half of National League 
play. 

In the Commercial League, the 
Bombers finished in third place 
in the second half, out of the 
race for a league title. 

City playoffs were scheduled 

Newlyweds See 
Carlsbad Caverns 

After a wedding trip to Carls¬ 
bad Caverns, California and 
Mexico, Mr. and Mrs. James W. 
Hickey of Convair FW, have re¬ 
turned to live at 3700 Modlin in 
Fort Worth. 

Mrs. Hickey is the former Eu¬ 
nice Hill, of Dept. 22. Her hus¬ 
band works in Dept. 30. 

The Hickeys were married 
June 17 at the Polytechnic 
Church of Christ in Fort Worth. 
Attending them were Mrs. 
George Hand, Dept. 22, and her 
husband. 


Mother and Bride 
Both Are Convair 

Jean Nolden of Convair FW 
Dept. 4-2, and Earl Tracy, Dept. 
61, were married in an informal 
ceremony June 30 at the parson¬ 
age of the Glen Garden Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth. 

The bride wore a ballerina- 
length embroidered white organ¬ 
dy dress and carried a white 
Bible topped with an orchid. She 
was attended by her mother, 
Mrs. Clara Nolden of Dept. 24-1. 

After a trip to Lake Texhoma, 
the couple are making their 
home at 2526 Columbus in Fort 
Worth. 


FW Dept. 22-2 Couple 
Marry in Granbury 

A Convair FW couple, Edith 
Fabian and Glyn F. Gross, both 
of Dept. 22-2, were married June 
30 at the home of a Grandbury, 
Tex. minister. 

The couple’s attendants were 
U. L. Tidwell, Dept. 22, and Mrs. 
Tidwell. After a short wedding 
trip, the couple are at home at 
4800 Bryce in Fort Worth. 


Former Associates 
Remember Bowen 

It was six months ago that W. 
C. Bowen (Dept. 27 SD) was 
transferred from the night shift 
to days, but the crowd in Dept. 
250 (Electric Bench) didn’t for¬ 
get him. 

When Mrs. Bowen presented 
him with a baby boy July 10 it 
wasn’t long before former Dept. 
250 associates presented the 
Bowens with a gift of a crib 
blanket and a bottle warming 
device. 

“I’d like to thank them, but I 
don’t know how,” Bowen stum¬ 
bled. “They are a fine bunch of 
people.” 


to be settled this week and next. 
Recent scores include: 

EAST TEXAS LEAGUE 

July 12, B-36 Flyers, 7, State Reserve 
Life, 0. (Forfeit) ; July 17, B-36 Flyers, 
7, Traders Oil Mill 0, (Forfeit) ; July 
19, B-36 Flyers, 3, Commercial Stand¬ 
ard, 4 ; July 24, B-36 Flyers, 7, State 
Reserve Life, 0, (Forfeit). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

July 12, OVAC, 9, North Side Amuse¬ 
ment, 3 ; Production, 12, Azle Indepen¬ 
dents, 2 ; July 17, CVAC, 4, Production, 
0 ; July 19, CVAC, 7, Azle Independents, 
0, (Forfeit) ; Production, 10, North Side 
Amusement, 8 ; July 24. Production, 7, 
Azle Independents, 0, (Forfeit) ; CVAC, 
13, North Side Amusement, 10. 

COMMERCIAL LEAGUE 

July 12, Bombers, 6, White Swan, 15 ; 
July 14, Bombers, 0, Southern College 
of Commerce, 7, (Forfeit) ; July 19, 
Bombers, 2, Houston Fire and Casualty, 
4 : July 21, Bombers, 0, White Swan, 7, 
(Forfeit). 

GIRLS’ INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE 

July 11, Convair, 10, City-County 
Nurses, 11 ; July 18, Convair, 9, Lemmon 
Electric, 1 ; July 20, Convair, 10 ; City- 
County Nurses, 0 ; July 25, Convair, 11, 
C.W.A., O. 

MAJOR CITY LEAGUE 

July 14, Convair 0, Melvin Loans, 3 ; 
July 18, Convair 2 ; Topsy Cafe, 6 ; 
July 21, Convair, 3, Bradford Movers, 
1 ; July 25, Convair, 3, Melvin Loans, 4. 

FW Playoffs 
Determine 
Ball Champs 

Dept. 47 slipped past Tube 
Bending to win the Convair FW 
intra-plant second half softball 
title by a one-game margin. 
Final tally showed Dept. 47 with 
seven victories and four defeats, 
while Tube Bending scored six 
wins to five losses. 

Third place spot went to En¬ 
gineering with four wins and six 
defeats, while the Air Force 
ended up in the cellar with three 
victories and seven losses. 

The league championship was 
scheduled to be determined after 
press-time, with Production Con¬ 
trol, first half winners, to meet 
Dept. 47 for the championship. 
City play-offs were scheduled to 
start last Monday, with the 
winner of the intra-plant league 
a contender for the city title. 

Recent scores include: July 17, 
Dept. 47, 7, Air Force, 0, (for¬ 
feit) ; Engineering, 5, Tube 
Bending, 2. July 20, Tube Bend¬ 
ing, 7, Air Force, 0, (forfeit); 
Engineering, 13, Dept. 47, 1. 
July 24, Dept. 47, 9, Tube Bend¬ 
ing, 0, (forfeit). 

FW Bombers 
Hold on to 
League Lead 

The Bombers in National 
League baseball play at Convair 
FW are retaining their lead held 
since the beginning of the final 
half in June. League play is 
scheduled to end this Sunday, 
Aug. 6. 

Still holding down cellar spots 
are CVAC in the American 
League and Convair in the Major 
City League. Second half play 
ends for the American League 
Aug. 6, while the major city 
teams will wind up the half Aug. 
11 . 

Recent scores and upcoming 
games include: 

MAJOR CITY LEAGUE 

July 16, Convair, 11, Britt Lumber, 2 ; 
July 18, Convair, 2, I.A.M., 6 ; July 23, 
Convair, 8, Spring-town, 5. 

Aug. 2, Convair vs. Springtown, 6:45 
p.m., Rockwood Park; Aug. 8, Convair 
vs. I.A.M., 9:05 p.m., Rockwood Park; 
Aug. 11, Convair vs. Britt Lumber, 6:45 
p.m., Rockwood Park. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

July 23, Bombers, 6, Grays Food 
Store, 2. 

Aug. 6, Bombers vs. Purcelly Grocery, 
2:30 p.m., .Sycamore Pai*k. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

July 23, CVAC, 8, Diamond, 27. 

Aug. 6, CVAC vs. South Side Inda- 
pendents, 2:30 p.m., Sycamore Park. 


Sub Deb to Compete 
In Annual Regatta 

The racing sloop Sub Deb, 
owned by M. M. (Bud) Reynolds 
of Dept. 24 SD, will be among 
the favorites for honors when 
the Southern California Yacht¬ 
ing Association meets at the San 
Diego Yacht Club Aug. 5 to 11 
for its annual regatta. 


Winter Keg 
Plans at FW 
Taking Shape 

Plans for winter bowling to 
start next month at Convair FW 
were announced this week by 
H. G. Starkey, bowling commis¬ 
sioner and CRA president. 

Bowlers may now sign up for 
one of five new leagues, while 
plans for two additional leagues 
are being worked out. 

Registrations are now being 
accepted for the CRA Major 
Scratch League, Engineering 
League, Engineering Office 
League, 800 Scratch League and 
a 675 Handicap League. Tenta¬ 
tive plans are being made for a 
Mixed League and a Second 
Shift League. 

The Engineering League will 
start the ball rolling Sept. 5, 
supplemented by an Engineering 
Office League which will being 
winter activities Sept. 7. Dead¬ 
line for registrations will be 
Aug. 15. Engineering League en¬ 
trants may register with Carl 
Heim or Harry Carlberg in En¬ 
gineering. Engineering Office 
League registrations will be ac¬ 
cepted by Starkey at Ext. 6242. 
The alley will be announced 
later. 

Entries close for the CRA 
Major Scratch League Aug. 11, 
with play to start Sept. 7 at the 
Playdium. The league will be 
composed of eight teams, with 
a maximum team average of 
875. Bowlers may register with 
Starkey or at the CRA office, 
Ext. 5141. 

The 800 Scratch League and 
the 675 Handicap League will 
start play Sept. 11 at the Bowl¬ 
ing Center. Entries for both 
leagues close Aug. 25. Registra¬ 
tions will be accepted by Starkey 
or the CRA office. Bowlers must 
register their highest average 
listed by the Fort Worth Bowl¬ 
ing Association, Convair FW or 
SD average, or latest available 
average in order to compete. 

Eight teams with a top aver¬ 
age of 800 or a minimum of 790 
will make up the 800 Scratch 
League. A maximum of 675 or a 
minimum of 650 will be. required 
for the 675 Handicap League. 


Final Matches for 
Horshoe Title to 
Start Next Week 

Championship matches in the 
Convair FW plant-wide horse¬ 
shoe pitching contest will get 
under way Aug. 7, according to 
Finn Wahl, horseshoe commis¬ 
sioner. 

Six teams will vie for honors. 
Three of the six scheduled to 
play in the eliminations rounds 
had been named at press-time. 
They are a Dept. 81 squad com¬ 
posed of W. A. Brown, F. E. 
Cole, R. M. Ivey, W. D. Spears; 
a Dept. 47 team made up of 
W. H. Rush, R. H. McGregor, 
R. O. Whaley; a Dept. 30 team 
of G. Reedy, C. A. Taylor, R. J. 
Bodiford, and J. D. Schroder. 

Winners had not yet been 
selected to represent Dept. 50, 
Dept. 73 or the administration 
building. 


FW Bowling 

Convair FW Bowling Standings: 

TUESDAY NIGHT MIXED LEAGUE 


Team W L 

Injuns . 25 11 

Pokeys .-. 22 14 

Miss-Its .-. 21 15 

Scatterbrains . 20 16 

Party Poopers . 19 17 

Wood choppers ..-. 17 19 

Highball ers . 15 21 

The Quarter . 14 22 

Screwballs . 14 22 

Tadpoles . 13 23 

CRA SUMMER LEAGUE 

Mitz-Fits . 23 13 

Portside .;. 23 13 

Cubs . 22 14 

Warts . 21 15 

Black Cats . 21 15 

Hot Shots . 20 16 

Yankees . 20 16 

De-Merits . 19 17 

3 H.P. 18 18 

Leaches .-. 17 19 

Schmoos . 17 19 

Ellbees . 17 19 

Leburtons .. 16 20 

Hard Heads . 14 22 

Hot Rods . 12 24 

Tuck-Up . 8 28 


Convair SD’s Little League 
baseball club battled it out with 
Ryan last week for the San 
Diego championship. 

Ryan, winners of the first 
half, took the first two games of 
the playoff as Bobby Schultz, 
Convair’s ace hurler, faltered be¬ 
cause of a sore arm. Convair 
came back in the third game of 
the series, however, to score a 
5-0 win, thanks to pitcher Billy 
Coleman who hurled shut out 
ball. He gave up only three hits 
and in addition gathered a pair 
of singles in two trips to bat. 

The playoff came as an excit¬ 
ing climax to a victory string 
during second half play that 
gave Convair ten wins in a row. 
Hero of this string was Schultz 
who shackled the opposition for 
24 consecutive innings with 
never an earned run against him. 

After taking four in a row, 


Frank Denby, of Convair FW 
Plant Engineering (25-3), and 
Hugh Pennington, of Material’s 
conservation section (4-4), used 
to spend many an evening spin¬ 
ning fish stories and planning 
future fishing trips. 

When they had a four-day 
week-end coming up, they de¬ 
cided this was their opportunity 
to try out Frank’s new sea-going 
motorboat, the “Yonkie,” on the 
sea. Frank built the boat him¬ 
self in his home workshop. 

So they put the boat on 
Frank’s trailer, also home built, 
gathered up their wives and 


Convair followed up July 13 with 
a 12-4 win over Neighborhood 
House and on July 15 measured 
Ryan 1-0 and on July 18 cinched 
the second half title with a 6-3 
win over Solar. The 1-0 Ryan 
game was a thriller, with each 
team gathering three hits. 
Chubby Don Machado, catcher, 
scored the winning run on a 
stolen base while his teammate, 
Pinky Braaten, was stealing 
second! 

After determining the San 
Diego champ, the Little League 
will send an all-star team to San 
Bernardino for the first round 
in the ladder leading to the na¬ 
tionals at Williamsport, Pa. late 
this month. If successful at San 
Berdoo in a one-game sudden 
death round, they play again at 
Ventura and if still winning, go 
to Texas for regional elimina¬ 
tions. 


headed for a long weekend of 
sport fishing in the Gulf of Mex¬ 
ico off Port O’Conner. 

Fishing in the Gulf was good. 
Among other things, Mary 
caught a 25-pound Jackfish. 

Mrs. Denby, after a two-hour 
and 20-minute endurance contest, 
finally wore out a five-foot eight- 
inch tarpon, using only a 27- 
pound test line! 

Frank caught nothing. Hugh 
caught nothing. 

Now—around the Denby and 
Pennington households, fish stor¬ 
ies are rare. Unless Mrs. Denby 
or Mary start one. 



MAN-SIZED CATCHES—Mrs. Frank Denby (seated on car) and 
Mrs. Hugh (Mary) Pennington with their catches on Gulf, 


Men Just Along for the Ride 
As Wives Catch All the Fish 
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Triple A Leaguers Vie For Top Spot in Third Round Play 



ON THE BALL—Triple A League teams at San Diego play a fast variety of 
softball. But Convair SD's team thrives on it and have been high among leaders 
all season. In team picture, back row, left to right, are Ray Reinagle, coach, Gil 
Crosthwaite, Tom Estrada, Bud Leesch, Pitcher, Bob Rose, Nich Nicholas. Bottom 
row, Ken Ellis, manager, Willie Rivas, Tony Berardini, Steve Rivas, Mike Clark, 
Jack Swank. Insets show a few action shots during, first game of third round in 
which Convair's "iron man" hurler, Leesch, came within an ace of a no-hit, no-run 


game. At left is Manager Ellis, one of league's top field generals. Left above 
shows Estrada, team's leading hitter, taking a cut. His stick power has kept team 
at top all season. Center above shows Catcher Swank, who in three years has 
come up to be one of best catchers in league and has done marvelous job of 
handling Leesch. At right top Crosthwaite snag,s one at third base. His fielding 
has been superb. Lower right shows "Tacos" Rivas, first bagger, in action. He has 
played a bang-up game all year. 



Leesch Misses No Hit. No Run 


Game by Homer in 

For eight innings spectators 
watched a brilliant exhibition of 
pitching July 24 as Bud Leesch 
of Convair SD’s Triple A team 
shackled the opposing Turner’s 
Builders, winners of first round 
play. 

Leesch pitched to 24 consecu¬ 
tive batters and not a one 
reached first. During the game 
he struck out 18 men. 

Then, the first man at bat in 
the ninth connected. Tommy Es¬ 
trada of Convair made a desper¬ 
ate leap but missed the hard hit 
drive by inches. It was a home 
run, wrecking Leesch’s chances 
of a no hit, no run game. The 
game ended 3-1 in Convair’s fa¬ 
vor, giving us a good start in the 
third round of play. 

Convair ended the first round 
of play in a tie for second place 
and closed the second round with 
two wins, one loss and two ties, 
after losing to Guaranty Chevro¬ 
let 3-2 on July 14. One of the 
ties, however, was with Beasley’s 
which ended the round with a 
record of three wins and one tie. 
There is a possibility of a play¬ 
off with Beasley’s for the second 
round title. 

Winners of the first, second 
and third rounds will play off 
for the championship. 

Meanwhile, Convair-Liners in 
the Industrial B league continued 
to cover themselves with glory. 
They scored their fifth straight 


the Ninth 

victory July 19 in a massacre of 
Sheriff’s Department 25-1 and 
last week drew a bye. One more 
victory and they are a cinch for 
at least a tie for first place in 
the loop. 

In the Industrial A league the 
Eagles have perked noticeably 
and on July 17 they dumped the 
leading Qualitee Dairy team 7-3, 
following this up with a 7-0 vic¬ 
tory over First National Bank 
when Ralph Harper hurled a 
two-hit game. As of late last 
week they were tied for second 
place with four wins, two losses. 

Convair’s Bombers in the Dou¬ 
ble B league were tied for third 
place last week with four wins 
and two losses. On July 12 they 
lost to Omega Xi 9-5 and on 
July 19 knocked over Brunswick 
Drug 13-4. 


Second Shift Will 
Resume Bail Play 

Second shift softball, which 
was discontinued for the past 
two weeks due to the changed 
working schedule, will be re¬ 
sumed sometime this month, ac¬ 
cording to J. E. McBride, second 
shift commissioner. Standings re¬ 
main as previously reported with 
Armament leading, Machine 
Shop and Tooling tied for sec¬ 
ond place, and Inspection in 
fourth. 


Girls Softball Team Will Play 
Exhibition at Sycamore, Aug. 12 


Winter Keg Leagues 
Start in September 

Convair SD bowlers will meet 
Aug. 8 at 7 p.m. in CRA Club¬ 
house to discuss plans for form¬ 
ing winter bowling leagues. 

Commissioner Mike Brooks 
said he expects to form at least 
four leagues, as in the past, and 
perhaps more depending upon 
demand. 

Brooks said he expected the 
Wednesday night handicap 
league (women as well as men) 
to roll opening games Sept. 13 
while the 800, 825 and 850 

leagues will get under way Fri¬ 
day evening, Sept. 15. 


The Convair FW girls’ soft- 
ball team will meet the San An¬ 
gelo Red Chicks in an exhibition 
game on Saturday, Aug. 12, at 
Sycamore Park. 

This will be a return match 
with the Chicks. The Convair 
squad journeyed to San Angelo 
June 24 for an exhibition game. 
Victory went to the home team 
8-to-0 in spite of a two-hitter 
pitched by Convair’s star 18- 
year-old Sue Johnson. 

Game time for the Aug. 12 
match is 8 p.m. on Diamond No. 


5. Admission will be 35 cents 
for adults, 15 cents for children. 
Tickets may be purchased at the 
gate. 

Probable starting line-up for 
Convair will be: Pitcher, Sue 
Johnson; first base, Madge 
Thomas; second base, Louise 
Holt; third base, Janie Richard¬ 
son; short stop, Jackie Kennedy; 
catcher, Mary Bagby; left field, 
Eva Lee Carlton; center field, 
Jo Ann Admire; and right field, 
Jo Harrol, Georgia Williams, 
outfielder. 



THEy'LL PLAY RED CHICKS—Convair FW's girls softball team, 
contender for league title, will play San Angelo Red Chicks in STAR HURLER Sue Johnson, 
return match Aug. 12. Team members include back row, left to 18-year-old pitcher for CRA girls 
right, Jo Harrol, Janie Richardson, Georgia Williams, Louise Holt, team at FW, has one of best 
Jo Ann Admire, Jackie Kennedy; front row, left to right, Sue John- records in city softball this sea¬ 
son, Madge Thomas, Jackie Brittain Jr., bat boy; Eva Lee Carlton, son. She'll be on mound for 
Mary Bagby. Other good members unavailable when photo taken. Red Chicks game Aug. 12, 
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Warplanes Much More Complex 
To Build Than in World War II 


Convair and Air Force person¬ 
nel took leading parts in the re¬ 
cent American Legion Fourth 
Division convention in Fort 
Worth. 

M. A. Stewart, Convair FW 
tool liaison employee, was 
elected commander of the Fourth 
Division; two other Convair men, 



\ 


Loyd L. Turner, manager of 
Public Relations, and W. F. 
Woolley, assistant supervisor of 
education section, addressed the 
convention, as did Col. Thomas 
P. Gerrity, commander of the 
Eighth Air Force Eleventh Bomb 
Group. 

Turner’s talk emphasized the 
importance of the long range 
aircraft procurement program to 
insure a healthy aircraft in¬ 
dustry, capable of rapid expan¬ 
sion in a time of emergency. He 
pointed out that the modern air¬ 
plane requires about four times 
as many hours to produce as did 
the airplanes built during the 
last war. It is twice as complex 
per pound of air frame weight 
and it contains twice as many 
pounds of airframe. 

“Increased complexity is one 
of the prices we pay for in¬ 
creased performance,” he added. 

Woolley, a colonel in the Air 
Force until he came to Convair 
in June, told Legionnaires of 
some of his experiences when 
serving in Germany after World 
War II with the military govern¬ 
ment. 


NEW LEGION OFFICER— 
Milton A. Stewart, Convair FW 
Dept. 24-8, was elected com¬ 
mander of 4th Division of Ameri¬ 
can Legion at a convention in 
Fort Worth last week. 


Col. Gerrity described the pur¬ 
poses and accomplishments of 
the Office of Air Comptroller, 
which he said assures taxpayers 
of “a dollar’s worth of defense 
for every dollar of his tax money 
spent by the Air Force.” 





MODEL REALLY "FLIES"—A Convair radio-controlled research 
model leaves SD by Navy plane to take part in model meet in 
Texas. Left to right are Comdr. B. A. Miles, Dallas NAS executive 
officer; Lt. Comdr. George Pierson, Comdr. W. I. Darnell of BuAir 
at SD; S. T. Wood, W. C. Gilger and F. L. Thornburg, all of 
Hydrodynamics Group at SD. 


Convair Sends Radio-Controlled 
Model to Fly at National Meet 


Convair was represented last 
week at the National Model 
Championships by a radio con¬ 
trolled model used by the Hydro¬ 
dynamics Group at SD in re¬ 
search flights. 

Accompanying the model to 
the meet at the Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion, near Grand Prairie, Tex., 
were S. T. Wood, F. L. Thorn¬ 
burg and W. C. Gilger. They left 
July 24 by Navy plane and spent 
the week showing the model and 


demonstrating it on the surface 
of a lake that adjoins the air 
station. The U.S. Navy cooperat¬ 
ed in the national event by 
supplying facilities. 

The Convair model is a re¬ 
search job developed from the 
original of the P4Y. 

Others from Convair SD who 
took part in the meet included 
Ed Rominger of Dept. 31, a lead¬ 
ing figure in the San Diego 
Aeroneers. 



CONVAIR FW NAVY—The plant's "fleet" on Lake Worth, a 
sleek speedboat, is shown with Fire Chief Charlie H. Jones at the 
wheel. 


Peron Gives Signal For 
Start of Liner Service 

Both Argentina’s first citizen, President Juan Peron and 
the first lady, Senora Eva Peron, were on hand July 6 to 
see Convair-Liner service inaugurated for Argentina. 



JOINS CONVAIR — B. G. 
Reed, formerly with Northrop 
Aircraft, Inc., who recently join¬ 
ed Convair FW as superintendent 
of Maintenance. A sloop owner, 
photo was taken during an ocean 
cruise. Reed expects to sell his 
boat on coast and buy another 
for Texas lake sailing. 

You Can Tell Where 
Lacy's Going by the 
Season of the Year 

How ironical can fate be¬ 
come? 

Norton Lacy, Convair FW 
service engineering repre¬ 
sentative, wonders. Lacy spent 
a good portion of the winter 
shivering in Alaska — with a 
B-36 undergoing arctic testing. 

Comes summer—and where 
is he sent? To the equator, of 
course. He went to Ramey AF 
Base, Puerto Rico, to repre¬ 
sent Convair when the Eighth 
Air Force sent a flight of 
three B-36s for their first 
landing outside continental 
limits of the United States. 

How does Lacy like Alaska 
and Puerto Rico? 

“Fort Worth’s fine . . . 

fine!” says Lacy, fingers 
crossed. 


Rescue Activity of 
Coast Guard Told 

(Continued from page 3) 

30 to 40 feet high. They speed 
along at 50 knots.” 

Unfortunately , the racing 
swells are not evenly spaced or 
in perfect patterns. 

“The sea has a million forms,” 
MacDiarmid continued. “Rising 
here, settling there, one swell 
overtaking another, never the 
same. Learning how to meet such 
seas with a minimum of break¬ 
age is one of our prime prob¬ 
lems.” 

MacDiarmid remarked that 
current flying boat equipment is 
fast becoming obsolescent. 

“That is why we are so eager¬ 
ly watching your XP5Y-1,” he 
added. 

The commander was chief 
speaker on a program arranged 
by Flight and Inspection depart¬ 
ment with R. C. Loomis, making 
the introduction. It was the first 
meeting at which newly named 
president Art Seeman has pre¬ 
sided. Among guests present was 
Comdr. Freeman Cutter, USN, 
Bureau of Aeronautics represen¬ 
tative at SD. 


Convair’s service representa¬ 
tive, 0. W. Harper, was aboard 
the airplane and reported: “Ev¬ 
eryone from the reviewing stand 
ran to the runway to get a better 
view of our take-off.” 

Inauguration of Liner service 
climaxed an elaborate celebration 
involving more than 5,000 guests 
at Aeroparque air field, about 
five minutes drive from central 
Buenos Aires. Harper reported 
that hors d’oeuvres and cham¬ 
pagne were served from long ta¬ 
bles and the airport was draped 
in flags. It was a holiday for all 
personnel of Aerolineas Argen¬ 
tina, recently formed to operate 
Argentina’s air services (includ¬ 
ing FAMA which originally pur¬ 
chased the Convairs). 

“The first official flight 
went off very well,” Harper 
wrote. “Passengers praised 
the ship highly. We carried 40 
passengers all the way to San¬ 
tiago and could have carried 
50 had we the room. In fact, 
we took a delay at Mendoza en 
route because we had 47 on 
board and they wouldn’t get 
off. They were promised 
flights the next day on the 
Convair or immediate depar¬ 
ture on another type aircraft. 
They all decided to wait for 
the Convair.” 

In the latter part of June Har¬ 
per was aboard the airplane 
when it made a preliminary cir¬ 
cuit over the route from Buenos 
Aires to Santiago with stops at 
Cordoba and Mendoza. He de¬ 
scribed the Cordoba airport as 
“new and comparing in beauty 
with the national airport at 
Washington.” 

“Mendoza, a center for vine¬ 


yards and dairy products, is on 
the approaches to the Andes and 
snow is visible the year round. 
From there we flew over the An¬ 
des (or rather “through” them, 
for the time required to go over 
would be prohibitive). We went 
through the central pass (Christ 
of the Andes) and flew at 18,000 
feet with the towering moun¬ 
tains on both sides going up to 
23,000 feet. The pressurized 
cabin makes this flight a thing 
of beauty. The view through the 
picture windows will sell more 
passengers than any other one 
feature. . . 

“Other airplanes fly through 
this pass at 13,000 feet, except 
when it gets too rough and 
then they go to higher alti¬ 
tudes. Consequently, passen¬ 
gers are frequently ill and 
have an uncomfortable trip. 
However, the flight in a pres¬ 
surized Convair could not be 
more pleasant. 

“Santiago 'is at the foot of the 
Andes and the weather is not al¬ 
ways good. The Convair-Liner is 
ideal here, for with pressuriza¬ 
tion we can let down very fast 
and make an instrument ap¬ 
proach while other airplanes, 
non-pressurized, are letting down 
slowly in a vain effort to avoid 
passenger discomfort. . . 

“The Liner was well received 
in Santiago and it looks as 
though we will be sold out at 
least two months ahead for the 
rest of the year, if air traffic 
volume continues high.” 

Harper with his family left 
San Diego Jan. 20 aboard the 
first Liner delivered to Argen¬ 
tina. He lives in Buenos Aires. 



WHERE THEY FLY—Sketch shows South American area Convair- 
Liners ultimately will cover for Aerolineas Argentina. Heavy lines 
show routes which Liners either are flying now or will soon fly, while 
dotted lines indicate additional routes proposed for future. Cross- 
hatched part of outline at lower right shows portion of continent 
sketch covers. 


Convair Fort Worth Inspected for Ideas 
On Set for Moving Picture on B-36 


Field M. Gray, art director on 
the RKO movie about the B-36, 
visited Convair FW recently to 
obtain information to be used in 
building stage properties. Among 
other films, Gray was art direc¬ 
tor on “The Farmer’s Daughter” 
and “The Judge Steps Out.” 

Accompanying Gray was Lt. 
Col. John D. Bartlett, B-36 
squadron commander at Carswell 
AFB, who has been assigned by 
the Air Force as technical ad¬ 
viser on the forthcoming movie. 
Bartlett was Carswell’s project 


officer for transition training 
from B-29s to B-36s. He flew 
the B-36 that made a nonstop 
flight from Fort Worth to Ha¬ 
waii and return on the eve of 
Pearl Harbor day, December 6, 
1948. He was also airplane com¬ 
mander on the B-36 which flew a 
9,600-mile mock bombing mission 
in March, 1949 — longest B-36 
flight up to that time. 

The director and script writer 
for the movie, tentatively titled 
“High Frontier,” visited Convair 
FW last month. 


Convairs Named for 
Argentina Battles 

Aerolineas Argentina has 
named the first three Convair- 
Liners “Chacabuco,” “Maipu” 
and “San Lorenzo.” 

These names of famous Ar¬ 
gentina battlefields were 
chosen because this year is the 
centennial celebration honor¬ 
ing General San Martin, who 
liberated most of South Amer¬ 
ica from Spain in 1850. The 
other two Liners will be named 
later, also for battlefields. 











































Grant s Lane Bright as Broadway' as B-36s Gather on Flight Line 



NIGHT WORK—Although there are no flashing signs, Convair FW's flight line 
is almost as bright as 42nd Street and Broadway in Manhattan as this night 


picture shows. Time exposure was made along line near Grant's Lane and shows 
brilliant floodlights that illuminate production airplanes for night crews. 


AF Crew Assigned 
To Find Out What 
B-36D Model Can Do 

An Air Force crew at Convair FW this week was put¬ 
ting the new B-36 Model D through an extensive flight 
program designated as Phase IV performance evaluation 
testing. 
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PHASE IV CREW—Shown just before take-off of first flight in 
Phase IV testing of Convair B-36 D model is this crew from Air 
Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson AF Base, Dayton, Ohio. 
From top down, Capt. Richard D. Smith and Capt. Harry N. Lester, 
pilots; Capt. John G. Barnes, flight engineer; M/Sgt. Harold W. 
Ridge; S/Sgt. Clyde T. Duke; M/Sgt. Jack C. Price; and Charles 
W. Oliver and Everett W. Dunlap, who perform engineering work in 
furthering tests. 

Convair Delivers First 
Jet-Pod B-36 to AF 

The first jet pod-equipped B-36 bomber scheduled for 
service at Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, has been 
delivered to the Air Force, Convair disclosed this week. 


Convairiety 

Observes 

Birthday 

With this issue, CONVAIRIETY 
goes to press for the fifty-first 
time and starts the third year 
of its life. 

It was on Sept. 1, 1948 that 
the paper first appeared, almost 
two years ago to the day. Since 
then it has appeared regularly 
every other Wednesday for dis¬ 
tribution simultaneously at San 
Diego, Fort Worth and Dainger- 
field. 

The paper is dedicated simply 
to reporting as much about what 
is going on at Convair and 
among Convair people as security 
will permit. It is supported by 
the company as a service to em¬ 
ployees, utilizing editorial offices 
at Fort Worth and San Diego 
plants. For economy, it is print¬ 
ed centrally, though there are 
two “editions.” In the Fort 
Worth edition FW news predomi¬ 
nates on pages one and two, 
while in the San Diego edition 
SD news is stressed on these two 
pages. The other pages are iden¬ 
tical. 

CONVAIRIETY started ou t 
with a press run of 25,000 copies. 
At that time this was sufficient 
(Continued on page 4) 

Selective Service 
Office Created 

A Selective Service office has 
been set up in the employment 
section of the Convair FW In¬ 
dustrial Relations Department to 
assist Convair employees with 
problems or questions relating to 
Selective Service, the reserves or 
other military affairs. 

A World War II veteran, P. J. 
McClung, will act as adviser in 
the new section. McClung served 
as navigator instructor in the 
Air Force during the last war, 
and was a practicing attorney in 
Fort Worth before he accepted 
the Convair job. He is a native 
of Fort Worth and a 1946 gradu¬ 
ate of the University of Texas 
law school. McClung will be 
available during working hours 
at the employment section, Ext. 
4284. 


FT. WORTH EDITION 

★ ★ ★ 

Phone your news items 
to CONVAIRIETY, 

Ext. 5269 



The new Model D bombers will 
gradually replace the older 
models being used by the Eighth 
Air Force at Carswell. The older 
models, in turn, are being de¬ 
livered back to Convair for 
modernization which will give 
them performance comparable to 
that of the newer eraft. 

The Air Force ‘has disclosed 
that top speed of B-36D is more 
than 435 miles an hour, and 
service ceiling over 45,000 feet. 

Maximum gross weight is ap¬ 
proximately 358,000 pounds, and 
maximum bomb load 84,000 
pounds. 

The new model is powered by 
six piston-driven engines of 3,500 
horsepower each, plus four jet 
engines each developing approxi¬ 
mately 5,200 pounds of thrust. 
At high speeds, the B-36D de¬ 
velops the equivalent of approxi¬ 
mately 42,000 horsepower. 

The prototype B-36D, the test 


airplane which preceded the pro¬ 
duction models, has been under¬ 
going a series of tests for more 
than a year. 

Employee Services 
Open to 2nd Shift 

The Convair FW Employee 
Services section is now open to 
second shift employees, R. J. 
Donnelly, manager of Industrial 
Relations, announced this week. 

Second shift workers are now 
offered the same services as first 
shift workers under the new two- 
shift status. Matters handled in¬ 
clude Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation activities, share-the-ride 
service, housing aid, medical and 
sickness services, filing of insur¬ 
ance claims, lost and found bu¬ 
reau and numerous other aids. 

Harry Burns is in charge of 
the section on the second shift. 


Purpose of the series of flights 
is to determine, for the benefit 
of Air Force crews which will 
fly it in service, exactly how the 
new model bomber may be ex¬ 
pected to perform under almost 
any given set of conditions—such 
as at different power plant set¬ 
tings, different altitudes, differ¬ 
ent atmospheric conditions and so 
on. 

Data recorded on the flights 
will be used to prepare new 
handbooks for Air Force crews 
assigned to fly the new models. 
The handbook will enable Air 
Force flight crews to use the B- 
36 up to the limit of its capacity 
on any particular mission under 
any given set of conditions. 

The Air Force crew doing the 
job is working under assignment 
from Air Materiel Command at 
Wright-Patterson AF Base, Day- 
ton, Ohio, but all members—both 
military and civilian—have con¬ 
siderable B-36 experience behind 
them. 

The crew is headed by Capt. 
Richard D. Smith, who previously 
conducted Phase IV tests on the 
Model B, and Capt. Harry N. 
Lester, who did Phase IV tests 


Polio Strikes Three 
Convair Families 

Members of three Convair FW 
families were under treatment 
for polio this week. Improving 
but still in an iron lung at press 
time was Mrs. Dorothy Bowen, 
wife of Fred Bowen, Dept. 12-4. 

Still hospitalized but improv¬ 
ing was Dan Allen Redwine Jr., 
son of Dan Redwine, Dept. 6-2. 
Released from the hospital was 
Mrs. Madge Eileen Graham, wife 
of Robert P. Graham, Dept. 6-4. 


Cohu has this to say of the 
“RIVET” to all Convair person¬ 
nel: 


on the Model A at Wright-Pat¬ 
terson. 

The other members of the crew 
also worked on the Model B, 
Phase IV program: Capt. John 
G. Barnes, flight engineer; 
M/Sgt. Harold W. Ridge, S/Sgt. 
Clyde T. Duke, M/Sgt. Jack C. 
Price, and civilian specialists 
Charles W. Oliver, Miss G. 
Adams and Everett W. Dunlap. 

Board Studies 
Rearranged B-36 
Flight Deck 

A board made up of represen¬ 
tatives of various Air Force head¬ 
quarters concerned was at Con¬ 
vair FW last week inspecting 
the mock-up of a proposed rear¬ 
rangement of the B-36 flight 
deck. 

Such an inspection is custom¬ 
ary before such changes are 
made on Convair aircraft being 
produced for the Air Force. 

Members of the board were 
Col. B. I. Funk, serving as chair¬ 
man; from Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand, Cols. Marion Unruh, Bruce 
C. Downs, V. L. Anderson, and 
A. W. Nielsen, and Lt. Col. John 
G. Foster, all from U. S. Air 
Force Headquarters; Col. K. K. 
Compton, Air Proving Ground, 
and Col. C. W. Bunch, from the 
Air Force’s Flying Safety unit. 

In addition, on hand as advis¬ 
ers to the mock-up board were 
personnel from Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand headquarters, Strategic Air 
Command headquarters, Eighth 
Air Force headquarters and 
Rapid City AF Base. 


uted in each division by the same 
method as that used for CON¬ 
VAIRIETY. 


New Publication Named 'Rivet' 
Will Be Published Next Month 


Convair will have a new publi¬ 
cation, with the first issue ap¬ 
pearing in September and each 
month thereafter. 

To be called the Convair 
“RIVET,” it will contain mes¬ 
sages of importance from com¬ 
pany officers to all personnel 
concerning production, company 
policy and plans, or any other 
subject deemed timely. 

CONVAIRIETY will remain 
the spot newspaper, highlighting 
accomplishments of personnel 
and company products and ap¬ 
pearing every other Wednesday 
as it has in the past. 

Convair President LaMotte T. 


“The first message is a 
shocker, but it is absolutely 
true and should be taken to 
heart by every person wearing 
the Convair badge. We hope in 
succeeding issues to give you 
the viewpoints of your com¬ 
pany’s officers on problems and 
events as they arise. You may 
not always exactly agree with 
those viewpoints, and we don’t 
expect you to, but I believe the 
only fair way to conduct our 
business is to let you know 
such viewpoints. The ‘RIVET’ 
office will appreciate your com¬ 
ment on anything that appears 
in its pages.” 

The “RIVET” will be distrib- 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Cony air Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Cony air employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meetings 7:45 p. m., Sept. 
1 and Sept. 8, at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3196. Meeting at 8 p.m., Sept. 11, 
at Y.M.C.A. Program to include lecture on “Retouching” by Don Brink, Fort 
'Worth School of Photography. Enter snapshots and color slides in CRA photo 
contest. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olsen, ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—R. R. Massagee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 12:20 to 
12:40 a. m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Classes at 8 p. m. each Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at Forest Park Driving Range. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING-FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 3164. Quarterly fishing 
contest ends Sept. 29. Register for prizes at CRA office. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Winter skating opens 
with figure skating and ice dancing session Sept. 5 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 
Family night sessions begin Sept. 8. 

MOVIES—Sixteen-chapter Western serial, “Oregon Trail” begins at 12 a. m., 
Sept. 7, in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING-PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Those interested in 
playing contact Whisenhant. 

RADIO CLUB—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Meeting 7:30 p. m.. 
Sept. 7, at Y.M.C.A. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 
new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, jack 
pot roping and girls' barrel races from 7 to 9 p. m. each Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p. m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p. m.. Sept. 4 and Sept. 11, on 
concrete slab in Rockwood Park. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—Gene Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 
Meeting 7:45 p. m., Sept. 5, at Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Tennis matches 7 to 9 
p. m. each Tuesday and Thursday at Forest Park. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Free 
water skiing each Sunday afternoon at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. 


jHotf Ho-oJz (sM&U&i 


Deaths 

■SPENCER—Myrtle, Dept. 24-1. Died 
Aug. 14. Survivors: Daughter, mother, 
three brothers, three sisters. 

Births 

MULLENNIX — Daughter, Jonetta, 6 
lbs., 13 oz., born Aug. 8 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. P. Mullennix, Dept. 30. 

MILLER — Son, William Thomas, 7 
lbs., 4 oz., born Aug. 11 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. W. Miller, Dept. 6-4. 

Hitchhikers 

Q. M. Oden, Dept. 44, can take two 
riders to and from Denton, Texas. Can 
meet at bus station. Ext. 6202 or 4215. 

Promotions 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision and profes¬ 
sional and administrative employees dur¬ 
ing the period Aug. 11 through Aug. 18: 

Dept. 14: S. P. Dale, R. G. Hall, E. F. 
Storey, H. L. Trammell to assistant 
foremen. 

Dept. 22: R. J. Allen, R. D. Cantrell, 
Perry Chambliss, C. B. McCarthy, W. O. 
McCollum, A. L. Slaughter to assistant 
supervisors; L. S. Ashmore, W. H. Allen, 
E. W. Carlile, W. E. Cbker, R. M. 
Dupree, W. T. Evans, I. J. Kline, L. N. 
Landers, P. W. McLendon, E. L. Mc- 
Murray, F. J. Meckel, D. E. Mitchell, 
E. M. Moore Jr., G. F. Pearson, D. D. 
Bowden, J. A. Schilder, E. L. Walker 
to assistant foremen. 

U. L. Tidwell Jr., H. L. Lawrence, 

C. F. Eubanks, E. A. Wright to fore¬ 
men ; E. C. Skiles to supervisor. 

Dept. 24: J. E. Klovstad, L. A. Swan¬ 
son to assistant supervisors; F. C. Pipes 
to assistant tool liaison engineer. 

Dept. 27: O. R. Agee Jr., W. R. 
Anderson, S. C. Butler, J. L. Coburn, 
W. L. Coffey, R. H. Conner, H. E. Coy, 
W. C. Carnes, Aaron Davis, H. W. Gibbs 
Jr., J. H. Griggs, C. R. Herron, C. F. 
Holder, O. H. Hyden, W. D. Lamb, J. B. 
McGaughy, Orval Massengale, C. D. 
Mathews, R. B. Matthews, L. K. Maul¬ 
din, P. W. Melton, F. A. Miles Jr., 
E. G. Mollenkopf, B. C. Morris, Wilmer 
Olson, B. J. Phillips, K. L. Rogers Jr., 
W. 0. Sharp, R M. Tate, J. M. Winn 
to assistant supervisors. 

A. R. Carson, L. T. dark, George 
Rader, J. G. Sugg, H. H. Treese, W. W. 
Weaver, H. L. Wendorf Jr. to super¬ 
visors. 

Dept. 31: F. E. Aldridge, W. R. Brew¬ 
ster Jr., T. F. Boatright, H. W. Brown. 

D. E. Bone. H. A. Chambers, N. R. 
Daniel, M. H. Danley, L. L. Holland, 
J. C. Huddleston, D. M. Johnson, Hey- 
wood Landers, B. E. Laurent, C. B. 
Malone Jr., C. Miliara, H. A. Shull, 
J. H. Sherley, B. Y. Story, H. V. 
Womack to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 43: W. L. Rogers to foremen; 

D. A. Eargle, E. E. Key, W. P. Matheus, 
H. M. Stone to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 44: J. D. Belyeu, G. C. Brown, 

E. C. Burney, C. E. Cofer, A. L. Green, 
M. D. Hedric, R. W. Kirkland, E. K. 
South, Raymon Strange, B. C. Warden 
to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 45: F. H. Starr to foreman; 
E. K. Brandon, W. P. Coleman, D. R. 
Denman, R. E. Dollar, W. T. George, 
O. E. Hoyler, R. O. Ivey Jr., M. J. La 
Point, Ernest Millican Jr., L. K. Moran, 

B. W. Neie, C. L. Phillips, G. L. Ray- 
burne, E. F. Sockwell, T. G. Stultz, R. V. 
Thompson, A. J. Tidwell to assistant 
foremen. 


Dept. 46: W. P. Ashmore, F. A. Moore, 
W. C. Rightmer to foremen ; N. O. 
Almon, A. H.. Beasley, J. F. Cole, J. E. 
Gossett, D. 0. Harding, J. E. Hatley, 
P. M. Ledbetter, R. J. Maguire, I. R. 
Markum, S; L. McCollum, O. E. Meek, 
O. B. Mobley, J. B. Nelson, B. L. Pate, 
H. F. Ray, R. L. Rucker, G. T. Tackett, 
J. E. Tidwell, C. E. Woody, B. G. Willis 
to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 47: W. D. Agnew, W. C. Arnett, 
F. C. Brown, L. W. Bruce, J. V. Camp¬ 
bell, B. W. Cobb, H. L. Keever, J. E. 
Kemp, J. R. Fregia, C. R. Hall, R. A. 
Lance, C. W. Martin, D. M. Peterson, 

C. E. Riggs, E. J. Sims, R. T. Tram¬ 
mell, Marshal Utley, S. V. Wheeler Jr., 
R. C. Wilson to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 48: R. E. Culbertson to assistant 
foreman. 

Dept. 50: Arthur Berg, O. W. Byas, 
J. W. Harpstrite, Willie Henson, E. E. 
Miller, G. S. Moffat, J. H. Rhodes to 
foremen; R. M. Ball, H. K. Barnett, 
W. C. Blackmon, A. W. Brown, C. H. 
Cockburn, C. O. Cummings, R. E. Cush¬ 
man, W. D. Deats Jr., S. A. Dwight, 
H. H. Edwards, Guy Faught, T. D. Fore¬ 
man, J. V. Foster, L. D. Garrett, C. W. 
Gattis, M. M. Gilbreath, L. M. Goodale, 
H. T. Hargis, R. C. Horton, R. G. 
Israel. 

J. M. Jenson, D. L. Jordan, E. R. 
Krupa, J. E. Lemaster, S. E. Levisee, 
W. V. Lewis, H. H. Magee, A. L. 
Majors, G. H. Milner, G. R. Morgan, 
F. F. Newman Jr., Carl Pierce, J. B. 
Ramey, A. J. Robinson, E. C. Rue, R. S. 
Sears, O C. Sevier, J. G. Simms, J. B. 
Smith, W. R. Smith, G. E. Staton, J. W. 
Thompson, E. H. Thornton, F. A. Tom¬ 
linson, J. O. Waggoner Jr., R. L. White, 

D. D. Woolard, J. E. Young to assistant 
foremen. 

Dept. 61: J. H. Mann, H. A. Powers 
to foremen ; T. W. Adkins, M. L. Akin, 
J. G. Edmonds, D. B. Ferrell, W. L. 
Grissom, W. C. Harris, A. C. Hill, 
Everett Hood, John Leahy, Lee Lindsey, 
M. A. Matelan, L. C. Morse, W. H. 
Nelms, G. F. Nobles, E. H. Poteet, I. M. 
Stewart, W. H. Strickland, Z. T. Stuart 
Jr., F. J. Verrips, C. H. Young, J. L. 
Young to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 63: T. N. Beauchamp, L. R. 
Cobb, Billy Flippin, C. C. Forrest, Robert 
Haberzettle, E. H. Holland, J. L. Hub¬ 
bard, R. L. Lahmer, W. S. McClellan, 

F. J. Morris, L. A. Orrell, W. A. Pear¬ 
son, C. A Potter, J. T. Rhodes, J. K. 
Roberts, J. J. Special to assistant fore¬ 
men. 

Dept. 73: J. T. Bednars, C. L. Parker 
Jr., H. A. Patterson, R. E. Rodieck to 
foremen ; R. B. Arledge, A. P. Copeland, 
Glen Curtis, D. J. Davis, W. H. Far- 
quhar, M. L. Forrest, W. O. Ihnfeldt, 
W. W. Killough, O. O. Lovell, Hoyt Mc¬ 
Connell, H. L. McWilliams, J. W. Miller, 
T. H. Robinson, W. H. Stuart, R. J. 
Thompson, W. A. White, C. R. Wool- 
ridge to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 75: E. G. Bowden, Leonard Gott¬ 
lob, J. T. Mraz to foremen; B. T. 
Adams, F. H. Bailey, P. O. Green, W. J. 
Hammond, J. W. Harkins, H. W. John¬ 
son, J. F. Landrith, R. L. Landy, C. C. 
Lewis, J. F. Mohrbacher, B. J. Mills, 
H. W. Page, S. B. Petty, F. L. Saf- 
farrans, J. J. .Smith to assistant fore¬ 
men. 

Dept. 76: F. E. McManus, I. J. Smith 
to foremen; Curtis Albertson, John 
Alcon, A. H. Bell, H. D. Blatt, J. A. 
Dodd, C. C. Earle, W. D. McClure, W. L. 
Nunlee, J. W. Sanders, W. A. Self, A. C. 
Steppick to assistant foremen. 

Dept. 81: O. H. Hill to foreman ; L. B. 
Walling to assistant foreman. 
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PICNIC PLAY—For 9|/2 hours on Aug. 19 some 900 persons played games, ate picnic lunches 
and danced at Convair FW Management Club picnic at Ernest Allen's ranch near Fort Worth. 
Photos show scenes from pie eating contest, egg and spoon race, tug o'war and the "chow line." 
Outing, is an annual affair. 


Hurry Up With Snapshots! Only 
Two Weeks Before Deadline 


Only two weeks remain to en¬ 
ter the CRA Camera Club snap¬ 
shot contest at Convair FW. 
Deadline for entry is Sept. 15. 
Winners will be announced soon 
after and prize-winning snap¬ 
shots will appear in subsequent 
issues of CONVAIRIETY. 

Convair FW amateurs may 
mail or deliver their entries per¬ 
sonally to the CRA snapshot 
committee, in care of CON¬ 
VAIRIETY. Only one black and 
white snapshot and one 35 milli- 

Photography Expert 
Lectures for FW 

Don Brink, FW School of 
Photography instructor, will give 
his second in a series of ten lec¬ 
tures on various phases of 
photography at the Sept. 11 
meeting of the Camera Club. The 
second lecture will be on “Nega¬ 
tive Retuoching.” 

Subjects to be covered during 
the series include print finishing, 
print retouching and portrait 
lighting. All Convair employees 
interested in photography are in¬ 
vited to attend the lectures. 
Meetings begin at 8 p.m. and are 
held at the Y.M.C.A. 

Thirty-five Convair 
Men Join Colors 

The following Convair FW employees 
gave military service as reason for their 
terminations in the period July 26 
through Aug. 9: 

Dept. 3, H. V. Sword; Dept. 6, H. H. 
Johnson; Dept. 9, H. R. Wbeeler ; Dept. 
22, T. G. Anderson, C. E. Harris, J. B. 
Powell; Dept. 25, W. H. Jacobs; Dept. 
27, H. E. Hunkele; Dept. 44, J. Q. 
Brinkley; Dept. 45, M. E. Jenkins; Dept. 
46; J. E. Richards, J. A. Rasbeary, R. 
T. Teel, J. C. Wade; Dept. 47, E. G. 
Brown, William Hastings, L. B. Krecl, 
B. J. Taylor, H. R. White; Dept. 48, K. 
E. Neeley; Dept. 50, C. L. Harper, L. 
B. Lewis, A. P. Renfro; Dept. 63, L. 
K. Erdman; Dept. 73, Edmund Boice, 
Bill C. Brown, J. B. Gregory, J. M. 
Page, J. C. Swindell; Dept. 74, W. A. 
Wusza ; Dept. 75, R. L. Hampton, W. H. 
Hall, C. S. Shelton, R. F. Spohrer, Dept. 
76, L. D. Creswell. 


meter color transparency may be 
entered by each contestant. 

Prizes, totaling $100 in mer¬ 
chandise, will go to 22 entrants, 
and shots don’t have to be of pro¬ 
fessional quality to win. The 
entries will be judged for inter¬ 
est, not technical perfection. 

Black and white entries must 
have the maker’s name, address 
and department number on the 
back. Color slides must have the 
same information printed in ink 
on the mount. 


Ice Skating Sessions, 
Free for FW f to Start 
Sept. 5 at Coliseum 

Free CRA-sponsored winter ice 
skating sessions will open for 
Convair FW skaters Sept. 5 at 
Will Rogers Coliseum and will 
continue each Tuesday and Fri¬ 
day night throughout the skating 
season. 

Plans for two separate sessions 
have been completed thus far. 
Each Tuesday night, beginning 
Sept. 5, will be devoted to figure 
skating and ice dancing, if as 
many as 50 Convair skaters show 
interest. 

Skaters must be 16 years old 
or older and must provide their 
own figure skates. Professional 
instruction will be furnished. The 
session will last from 7 to 8 p.m. 
and skaters may remain for the 
public session from 8 to 10:15 
p.m. Skaters may register at the 
CRA office, Ext. 5141. 

Friday nights, beginning Sept. 
8, will be Convair Family Night. 
The ice will be open only to Con¬ 
vair families from 7 to 8 p.m., 
with permission to remain 
throughout the public session 
from 8 to 10:15 p.m. Rental 
skates will be available at 25 
cents a pair. 


Members Sought for Ten Classes at FW 
To Learn Carnegie Leadership Ideas 


“400 by September—” 

That slogan on signs through¬ 
out Convair FW is a reminder of 
a drive for ten new Dale Car¬ 
negie classes by Sept. 1. 

E. C. Costantino, committee 
chairman, said the classes are 
open to all Convair FW person¬ 
nel—hourly or flat salary, men 
or women. 

The drive for ten new classes 
of 40 persons each was opened 
by the education committee of 
the Convair Management Club 
after committee members them¬ 
selves graduated from the course 
for improvement in leadership 
qualities and more effective 
speech. Also in the class which 
graduated in July were 26 other 
members of the club. 


Purpose of the class, Costan¬ 
tino pointed out, is not to train 
public speakers, but to make 
class members more effective in 
communicating their thoughts 
in their daily lives, and to make 
them more effective as leaders. 

The classes will be held during 
off-work hours, either before or 
after work during the week, or 
on Saturdays, depending upon 
student preference. A course con¬ 
sists of one four-hour session a 
week for 16 weeks. 

Tuition is $70. This may be 
paid cash in advance, or at the 
rate of $5 per session until the 
full amount is paid. Applications 
may be made in the Education 
section of Industrial Relations. 


Convair Cowpokes 
Capture Honors In 
CRA Monthly Rodeo 

Three Convair FW cowboys 
took first place honors in the 
fourth CRA Roping Club Rodeo 
Aug. 11 at the CRA arena. One 
contestant, J. L. Roberts, Dept. 
27-2, placed in three out of four 
events. 

Roberts won first place in calf 
roping, wild saddle race and sec¬ 
ond in ribbon roping. Other win¬ 
ners included: 

Bareback Bronc Riding: first, 
G. A. Wells, Dept. 47; second, 
Jimmy Vinson, Dept. 31, and 
third, E. M. Haynes, Dept. 73. 

Calf Roping: first, Roberts; 
second, B. F. Stepp, Dept. 47, 
and third, T. M. Smith, Dept. 
4-5. 

Ribbon Roping: first, W. R. 
Mims, Dept. 61; second, Roberts, 
and third, R. L. Rucker, Dept. 
4-6. 

Next monthly rodeo will be 
held at 8 p.m., Sept. 8, at the 
CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 


Outdoor Dance Seen 
For Convair SD Club 

Convair SD square dancers are 
expected to take part in East San 
Diego’s “Boom Daze” in connec¬ 
tion with an old-fashioned out¬ 
door dance, Oct. 6, according to 
CRA Commissioner Claude Bis- 
sell. 

Bissell said the dance will be 
held in a used car lot at Univer¬ 
sity and Marlborough and one of 
the SD dance teams may partici¬ 
pate. 



RADIO COMMISSIONER — 
Robert Raines, Convair FW elec¬ 
tronics engineer in Dept. 73, is 
new CRA commissioner of Radio 
Activities. Organization plans for 
new activity have been com¬ 
pleted with meetings scheduled 
twice monthly. 
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Delivery Flights to San Diego a Far Cry From Pleasure Flying' 



CANDID SHOTS—These four shots were made during flight of B-36 from FW 
to SD on combination ferry and test hop. Crew was doing, more than just flying. 
Because tests were uncompleted on arrival over SD, plane was kept up an extra 


period to complete them. Left to right, Piolt Bill Martin, Co-Pilot L. Brandvig, 
clouds, C. J. Driskell, second flight engineer. Accompanying story describes what 
happened on typical flight. 


Crews Spend Tune Gathering 
Information for Engineering 

“Test flight.” 

Do these words suggest a tense pilot, feeling out an untried air¬ 
plane? Or does it conjure up a picture of bored crew members 
yawning away the hours until the flight ends ? 

Both visions are far from true. 

Recently a Convair crew headed by Pilot Bill Martin took off in 
a B-36 from Fort Worth. They had a dual purpose: to deliver the 
ship to San Diego for modernization, and—at the same time—to 
accomplish as many flight test items en route as possible. Bob 
Vollmer, CONVAIRIETY Fort Worth editor, went along as an 
observer. Here is his account of one “routine test flight”: 



PRE-FLIGHT SESSION—Pilot Bill Martin (at head of table) 
conducts meeting at typical "pre-flight" preceding routing test 
flight. Left to right around table are: Ray Fisher, first flight en¬ 
gineer, G. W. Hofeller, flight test engineer, L. Brandvig, co-pilot, 
Martin, Bob Vollmer and P. Gerbaz, observers, and C. J. Driskell, 
second flight engineer. 


You’re a member of the crew 
for this flight, so you get a call 
from FW flight dispatch to at¬ 
tend a pre-flight meeting. 

You find Martin with L. Brand¬ 
vig, co-pilot; Ray Fisher, first 
flight engineer; C. J. Driskell, 
second flight engineer; G. W. 
Hofeller, flight test engineer, and 
P. Gerbaz, observer. 

Martin goes over the “Flight 
Test Plan” to make certain 
everyone understands what must 
be done to obtain the flight test 
data required by engineering. 

On this flight, you’re going to 
test two types of radio antennas 
on the plane, test rudder effec¬ 
tiveness under different condi¬ 
tions, and determine certain char¬ 
acteristics of Wasp Major engine 
operation under various condi¬ 
tions. And all this while you’re 
flying to San Diego. 

So now you’re in the airplane. 
The engines, one by one, are 
started and warmed up. Martin 
and Brandvig go over their check 
list. Fisher, at the engineer’s 
panel, does likewise. 


In a matter of minutes, you’re 
out on the runway and into the 
air at exactly 12:05 p.m. Flight 
plan calls for going to 2,500 feet 
and leveling off, air speed about 
200 . 

You’ve got your headset and 
microphone plugged in to the 
ship’s intercommunications sys¬ 
tem, so you’re able to talk to— 
and listen to—any one or all of 
the crew members. The ear¬ 
phones click: 

“Martin to Hoefeller. Two- 
five-zero-zero altitude. Air 
speed two-zero-zero plus six. 
Are you ready to begin tests? 
Over.” 

“Hofeller to Martin. Roger. 
Over.” 

Fisher adjusts engine controls, 
then carefully reads the instru¬ 
ments. On the intercom, he an¬ 
nounces the readings on the 
dials. Hofeller, some 85 feet back 
in the aft cabin, writes down the 
results. 

Then, with a different setting 


on engine controls, they go 
through the same procedure for 
new readings until they have ob¬ 
tained all data required at the 
2,500-foot level. 

Meanwhile, Brandvig and Dris¬ 
kell are conducting the antenna 
tests. Brandvig first uses the 
liaison antenna to transmit suc¬ 
cessively on four different wave 
lengths. Driskell then changes 
over to the other antenna, and 
Brandvig goes through the same 
routine. Back in Fort Worth, 
engineers receive and record each 
broadcast for analysis. 


Intercom: “Martin to Hofel¬ 
ler. We’ll climb to 5,000 and 
try the tests there. Over.” 

You look beneath. You’re over 
the West Texas plains, headed 
southwest. It won’t be long be¬ 
fore you can spot El Paso. The 
crew tries to repeat the test at 
5,000 feet, but the air is too 
rough and a decision is made to 
go higher. 

With nothing to do but wait 
for smoother air, someone is 
bound to wisecrack. It’s Fisher 
as the ship sails through a field 
of beautifully-rounded fluffy 
white clouds: “I’d like to take off 


my shoes and walk through it 
bare-footed!” 

In a moment you spot El Paso 
ahead. You’re about 18,000 feet 
and slowly descending. Martin 
lets down to around 11,000 feet 
as he heads for Phoenix. 

Intercom: “Martin to Hofel¬ 
ler. Let’s try that test on Nos. 

3 and 4 again. Altitude ten 
thousand. Speed two-zero-zero 
plus 15. All engines fifteen 
hundred RPM. Over.” 

Again, Fisher makes the read¬ 
ings into the intercom. Hofeller 
takes down the data. This goes 
on . . . and on . . . until you’re 
over San Diego gazing at Point 
Loma. You could land and go 
on to dinner, except that the 
tests are not completed! 

So Martin flies the B-36 up 
and down the coast near San 
Diego while the crew works 
through the rudder effectiveness 
test. Finally, its’s Hofeller on 
the intercom: 

“Hofeller to Martin. Let’s 
take shore leave. We’re 
through. Over.” 

Martin noses the big ship into 
the traffic pattern. In a few mo¬ 
ments, you’re skimming Lind- 
berg field beside the Convair SD 
plant, and the B-36 is on the 
ground. Another “routine test 
flight” has been completed; an¬ 
other B-36 has been delivered to 
SD; and you go get yourself a 
steak dinner. 


Air Force Pilot Describes How it Feels to Fly B-36 Bomber 


'This is a Routine Flight, We’R 
Be up Only Twenty-five Hmrsf 

Carswell Air Force Base B-36 pilots “now recognize that they 
are in the major league of the aircraft world.” 

The direct quotes are from Capt. John W. Hanley of the Ninth 
Bomb Squadron. He has had ten years Air Force service and has 
.a total of 2,450 hours flying time, including 720 hours in B-36s. 


Hanley’s story is told in the 
mew first issue of the “Profes¬ 
sional Pilot” magazine published 
iby Strategic Air Command head¬ 
quarters, Omaha, Nebr. 

The article, entitled “Peace¬ 
maker Pilot,” is Hanley’s story 
as told to First Lieutenant Ches¬ 
ter P. Seponosky, of Carswell 
AFB. Says Hanley in part: 

“I’ve flown . . . (the Air 
Force bombers once classed as 
“heavies”) . . . and always 
thought of them as big; but 
they’re the same as peashooters 
compared to the B-36. 

“But let’s go for a normal 
routine training mission and 
we’ll see how it compares with 
some of our junior models. 

“The aircraft commander is 
responsible for the control and 
welfare of a 15-man team, one 
man for each position and four 
relief men, one each for pilot, 
flight engineer, radio operators 
and observers. 

“Crew inspection completed, 
everyone reports to his respective 
position and we climb the two 
flights of steps to the flight deck. 
You’ll note that there’s not too 
much on the pilot’s panel except 
actual flight instruments. That 
vertical wheel at the pilot’s left 
: is for steering the huge nose 
:gear. We’ve started the six 


3,500-horsepower pusher-type en¬ 
gines and we’re ready to taxi 
out to the runway. 

(Editor’s note: The above 
was written before Hanley was 
flying the newer B-36s, which 
have four jet engines in addi¬ 
tion to the six piston engines.) 

“Here’s where you get your 
first experience with the rever¬ 
sible pitch propellers. We use 
them for braking purposes. It’s 
much easier than brakes for con¬ 
trolling a 300,000-pound aircraft. 

“Reversing the pitch of the 
props is always done in pairs. 
For taxi purposes we reverse the 
two inboard props. Using the 
nose steering wheel, we drive the 
plane out to the runway much 
like driving an automobile. 

“Here we perform our normal 
engine checks plus checking the 
reverse pitch operation of all 
props. The crew is alerted for 
take-off and we’re on the run¬ 
way. Our flight engineer has al¬ 
ready determined our nose-up 
speed and unstick speed. We ig¬ 
nore the throttles completely, as 
the flight engineer takes care of 
all that. No controls are being 
handled and we’re guiding the 
ship by the nose steering wheel 
as we start down the runway. 
As we accelerate to the desired 



B-36 PILOT—Only a few Con¬ 
vair people can fly the planes 
they make. Next best thing is 
to read how it feels from one 
who knows. Here is Capt. John 
W. Hanley, who gives vivid ac¬ 
count in accompanying story. 

speed, the nose slowly lifts, the 
steering wheel control is auto¬ 
matically moved out of the way 
as the nose gear leaves the 
ground, and now we take the 
stick rudder pedals as the rudder 
elevators come under control. 

“At normal combat weight 
we reach our unstick speed at 
about 130 miles per hour. Un¬ 
stick means exactly that—we’re 
not stuck to the ground any¬ 
more. We’re airborne. 

“Stop reaching for the throt¬ 


tles! A B-36 pilot never handles 
them except when in the traffic 
pattern, landing, or when flying 
formation. (Sometimes, you feel 
like a glorified truck driver.) 

“Once airborne, we turn on the 
autopilot master switch. It’s a 
single switch and not a gang bar 
as on most planes. 

“This autopilot is a brand new 
development and differs quite a 
bit from other types. Turned on 
at takeoff, it warms up in about 
two minutes. When we reach 
flight altitude (normally 25,000 
feet and above) the autopilot 
controlling mechanism is turned 
on and it automatically trims 
itself, unlike other autopilots 
which have to be trimmed manu¬ 
ally. It also automatically com¬ 
pensates for any flight change 
in the aircraft, including loss of 
an engine or engines. Another 
good feature is the auto-recovery 
switch which brings the aircraft 
back to straight and level flight 
when it has been forced into an 
unusual position. 

“This is a routine training 
flight, so we’ll be in the air 
only about 25 hours. We’ve 
brought plenty of food along, 
including flight lunches, hot 
cans and plenty of canned soup 
and juices. There’s a spacious 
food locker in the radio opera¬ 
tor’s well, and hot cups to heat 
our soup and make coffee. 

“While two of the pilots are 
handling the plane, the other 
might use the 85-foot pressurized 
tunnel that connects the front 
and rear pressurized compart¬ 
ments by means of a four-wheel 
scooter and ride to the rear 
where there are two triple-deck¬ 
ed tiers of bunks for rest. 


“During the actual accomplish¬ 
ment of the mission, there’s not 
too much difference between a 
B-36 and the other bombers. Due 
to the great size, however, we do 
need more space for maneuver¬ 
ing and so you have to plan your 
turns a little in advance and al¬ 
low a little more time for the 
plane to change directions. 

“There’s no booster system for 
the mammoth control surfaces; 
you control everything through 
your owii physical efforts. These 
control surfaces alone are as 
large as the entire wing of a 
B-24 Liberator, and are operated 
by spring tabs attached to the 
trailing edge of the control sur¬ 
faces. The tabs, in turn, move 
these control surfaces by aero¬ 
dynamic forces. 

“Now the mission is about 
completed. We’ve flown nearly 
5,000 miles and you’re pretty 
tired. But here’s your big oppor¬ 
tunity. You get a chance to use 
the throttles. We’re in the traf¬ 
fic pattern on the final approach. 
We’re coming in to land at about 
130 miles per hour and here’s 
where the new pilot has a little 
trouble. 

“You’ve got to estimate when 
you’re about 40 feet above the 
ground because that’s how high 
you sit above the ground, and 
when you’re that high, you’ve 
landed! You’ve got to get the 
knack of it and keep from fly¬ 
ing it in too hard. Another thing 
is that you can’t see your wing 
tips to be certain you’re level. 
So keep a good watch on your 
instruments. 

“Your main gear hits at 

about 95 miles per hour and 
(Continued on page 8) , 
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CONVAIRIETY, Now Two Years Old, Publishes its 51st Issue 



FROM START TO FINISH—Photos on this page hit highlights of how CONVAIRIETY is pub¬ 
lished. Pictures above illustrate first steps: a "tip-off" on a story; getting the story; and writing it. 
Editorial offices are maintained at both divisions. These offices plan issues well in advance, keep 
in close touch with company activities, arrange to "cover" events of interest with company pho¬ 
tographers. For tips on feature stories, which CONVAIRIETY plays heavily, staffs rely on volunteers 
who telephone word that this or that would make a good story. 


Circulation Climbs up to 32,000, 
Largest in Paper's History 


(Continued from Page 1) 
to assure a copy for every Con- 
vair man and woman and allow 
for a nominal surplus. This total 
has fluctuated in relation to em¬ 
ployment and now is at an all- 
time high of 32,000 copies with 
the majority distributed at Fort 
Worth. This means a readership 
approaching 100,000 persons. 

Although CONVAIRIETY was 
created to keep employees in¬ 
formed, and continues to be edit¬ 
ed with that goal in mind, the 
paper also has come to serve as 
an important outside medium. 
Between 400 and 500 copies of 
each issue go into the mails to 
military bases or offices, to firms 
doing business with Convair and 


to newspapers and magazines. 
All use it to keep abreast of 
what is happening at Convair. 
Although CONVAIRIETY at¬ 
tempts to keep the outside list 
to a minimum — restricted to 
those who want it and need it— 
demand continues to be insistent. 

CONVAIRIETY goes to press 
the Friday preceding its Wed¬ 
nesday publication day. Brief 
attention to the picture story on 
this page shows why this time 
lag must be, as well as why sto¬ 
ries and pictures must be ar¬ 
ranged far in advance. CON¬ 
VAIRIETY doesn’t “come out of 
a pump,” but is the product of 
many persons, a large number 
of whom have never been inside 
a Convair plant. 



THE PICTURE STORY—Back in company photo lab after an assignment, 
photographer processes film and makes print. After editor decides picture size, 
photo goes to a commercial engraving plant where it is transferred to a metal 


plate by miracle of photo-engraving. At far right an engraver examines a zinc 
plate as it nears completion. Complicated process involves using acid to eat 
away those parts of plate that do not contribute to image desired. 



TO THE PRINTERS—Next important step is preparing actual pages. At left 
typewritten "copy" is handed to linotype operator at commercial printing plant. 
Machine miraculously transforms words into type. Upper arrow shows metal pot 
which holds molten lead. Lower arrow shows lead lines of type emerging, solidified 
but still hot to touch. On edge of each are words in type, which operator has 


put there by means of keyboard. When type has all been set and engravings have 
arrived from engravers, a "make-up" man goes to work. Type and engravings and 
headlines go into forms according to editor's advance arrangement. At far right 
is close-up of Aug. 16 page one. Columns of type must fit perfectly, and that 
is why some stories are shortened at last minute. 



mm 
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ON THE PRESS—With pages made up, proof-read and ready to run, they are 
locked up and go to press. Shown here is a "flat-bed" press which, although not 
as fast as rotaries that print daily newspapers, gives far better reproduction and 
permits use of high grade paper. After first issues roll off they must go to folder 


and later are trimmed with a cutter, boxed and delivered. At far right is scene 
at Fort Worth during distribution of Aug. 16 issue. Similar scenes were taking 
place at that moment at San Diego and Daingerfield. Problem of delivering 
papers to Convair's widely separated divisions is no small task in itself. 
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SPEED MACHINE—At right L. R. Wilson, FW accounting analyst, and E. F. Tate, Tabulating 
assistant supervisor, inspect miles of wire inside new electronic calculator. At left Tate checks a few 
of 1,285 tubes in two-ton miracle machine that solves problems in a few seconds that would take 
humans with pencils months or years to solve. 

Rapid Calculator 

New Electronic Brain at FW 
Does Miracles With Figures 


Footlights 

Stage Lures Two at Convair SD 
Who Star in Little Theater 


A 1950 model two-ton Franken¬ 
stein with vacuum tube brains 
was a “new hire” at Convair 
FW this week. 

Technically, it’s a new machine 
known as a card programmed 
electronic calculator. But most 
people call it an electronic brain. 

And the brain is already hard 
at work helping build ever-better 
B-36 bombers for the Air Force, 
while in its “spare time” it fig¬ 
ures out to the exact penny how 
much money there’ll be on your 
paycheck and on the thousands 
of others at Convair FW next 
payday! 

The machine is one of only a 
few in the nation, is the first 
of its type to be used in this part 
of the country, and its use to 
figure the huge Convair FW pay¬ 
roll is the first such application 
known in the nation. 

The brain’s biggest customer, 
however, is the aerodynamics sec¬ 
tion headed by R. H. Widmer in 
Engineering, according to the 
brain’s “boss,” J. C. Felix, Ac¬ 
counting department head. 

On the B-36s, for instance, 
Widmer and the aerodynamicists 
use the brain when a major 
change is considered on the air¬ 
plane. They put down a set of 
figures which describe, mathe¬ 
matically, what the airplane 
would be like if the change were 
made. These figures are sent to 
the Accounting department’s 
tabulating section headed by C. 
H. Buse. R. C. Thomas, assistant 
supervisor, and his group then 
feed the figures into the four 
major components which make 
up the brain’s complete unit. 

Automatically then, the brain 
figures out how far the B-36 will 
fly if the change is made, how 
fast, to what altitude—and al¬ 
most anything else performance- 
wise that the engineers want to 
know. Of course, Convair engi¬ 
neers could figure out all this 
with their slide rules. But for a 
'tudy which might take dozens 


Myrtle Spencer, Convair FW 
Dept. 24-1, died in a Fort Worth 
hospital Aug. 14 after a lengthy 
illness. The 29-year-old depart- 



Myrtle Spencer 


of engineers years to complete, 
the machine can do it in a month. 
For example, it could perform 
6,000 sizeable equations an hour. 

The brain, likewise, from fig¬ 
ures established by the aerody¬ 
namicists, also can figure out 
what performance would be ob¬ 
tained from building any conceiv¬ 
able kind of an airplane—and all 
without ever lifting a rivet gun. 

As an example of time-saving, 
consider the Convair FW payroll. 
For each and every check issued, 
E. F. Tate, tabulating account¬ 
ing, and his group must calculate 
40 hours at your base rate, and 
10 hours at time-and-one-half to 
get gross earnings. 

Then your deductions must be 
figured—for old age survivor’s 
insurance, for income taxes, de¬ 
pending upon how much you 
make and how many exemptions 
you claim, your Convair group 
insurance, savings bonds . . . 
and so on. 

Before merely arriving at the 
payroll list required the tabulat¬ 
ing section to run sets of cards 
through five different operations 
on five different machines. Ma¬ 
chine time for the current pay¬ 
roll averaged approximately 55 
hours. 

Now, one stack of cards is fed 
into the brain. It multiplies, sub¬ 
tracts, adds, and divides when¬ 
ever necessary to arrive at the 
answers—and comes up with 
your net paycheck figure in sec¬ 
onds. The entire payroll opera¬ 
tion is done on the one unit in 
one operation in about 22 hours. 

The new brain, made by Inter¬ 
national Business Machines, con¬ 
sists of four machines hooked to¬ 
gether and operating as one unit. 
And when it’s cooking on all 
four, with lights flashing and 
wheels turning, you may be 
watching a brand new airplane 
’‘flying” through the air at ump¬ 
teen thousand miles an hour 
while the machine records the 
results! 


ment clerk had worked at Con¬ 
vair since 1943. 

She was the subject of a CON¬ 
VAIRIETY story when her hus¬ 
band died during an eight-hour 
operation for a heart ailment, 
followed soon afterward by her 
own illness from which she never 
recovered. Bright spot during 
those dark days came when fel¬ 
low workers in Tooling contrib¬ 
uted $850 to the young widow 
and her small daughter. 

Mrs. Spencer is survived by 
the 10-year-old daughter, Vickie; 
her mother, Mrs. J. F. Blakely, 
Fort Worth; three brothers, H. 
J. Blakely, Keller; C. W. Blakely, 
Denton; A. J. Blakely, Marshall; 
three sisters, Mrs. Johnnye Ma¬ 
han and Mrs. Fay Ballew, Fort 
Worth; Parrette Paris, Roanoke. 

Funeral services were attended 
by many Convair friends Aug. 16 
in Fort Worth. 


Eight FW Musicians 
Sign Up for Band 

Eight Convair FW musicians 
have signed up at the CRA office 
as interested in forming a CRA- 
sponsored concert band. 

The group will meet for the 
first time at 8 p.m., Sept. 8 at 
the Y.M.C.A. to make organiza¬ 
tion plans. Other Convair musi¬ 
cians interested in joining such 
an organization are invited to at¬ 
tend the meeting or to register 
at the CRA office, Ext. 5141. 

The eight who have signed up 
include J. L. Budros, Dept. 3; 
O. K. McCaskill and C. R. Walker, 
Dept. 6; Harvey Anderson, Dept. 
14; Herb Sims, Dept. 47; Ted 
Small, M. W. Widener, Dept. 75, 
and Ernest Dowdey, Dept. 82. 


LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 

The following was submitted 
to CONVAIRIETY by John Kel¬ 
ler (Dept. 27) as an announce¬ 
ment that once appeared on the 
bulletin boards of a Milwaukee 
firm: 

“It has come to the attention 
of management that employees 
are dying on the job and neglect¬ 
ing to keel over. This practice 
must stop. 

'‘Any employees found dead on 
the job, either upright or prone, 
will be dropped from the payroll. 

“In future, if a foreman notices 
an employee has made no move¬ 
ment for a period of two hours, 
it will be his duty to investigate. 
As it will be almost impossible 
to distinguish between death and 
the natural movement of some 
employees, an investigation is 
advised. 

“Holding a pay check in front 
of the suspected corpse is gener¬ 
ally considered an authentic test, 
but there have been cases where 
the natural instinct is so deeply 
imbedded that the employee’s 
hand has made a spasmodic 
clutch, even after rigor mortis 
has set in.” 


To a liberal portion of the air¬ 
craft business, add a generous 
helping of grease paint and foot¬ 
lights, garnish with voice lessons 
and flight training. 

Result: a general idea of 
what happens to two Convair 
SD people, Faye Eilers (Dept. 

6 SD) and A1 Holle (Dept. 47), 
almost every day and evening 
of the week. 

After putting in a day’s work 
at Convair, they nightly head for 
the Drury Lane Players at La 
Jolla, where recently they have 
been appearing with distinction 
in Ray Darby’s “In Murphy 
Park,” a musical play. Some¬ 
where in between they seem to 
find time for Faye to take voice 
lessons while Holle continues 
training toward a commercial’s 
pilot’s license and instructor’s 
rating. 

Faye, whose father is H. B. 
Eilers of Dept. 6, a Convair man 
for nine years, is a comparative 
newcomer to the company. She 
finished college in Spokane, 
Wash., a year ago, where she 
majored in music and drama, and 
currently has her eyes on the 
Starlight Opera as a place for 
her soprano voice. 

Holle, however, has been with 
Convair two years, after a varied 


“Swing your partner” is a 
lot easier to translate into 
Dutch than “do-se-do,” but Bob 
Lugten of the Netherlands air¬ 
line KLM can do both and he’s 
got a certificate to more or less 
prove it. 


career that includes three years 
overseas with the Navy and time 
with American Airlines in New¬ 
ark, N. J. He has been flying 
since 1939. 

“No matter what else I do I 
seem to always have a hand in 
a theater on the side,” Holle 
remarked. “I was active in 
little theater groups in New 
Jersey and during the war was 
always mixed up with a show 
of some kind. The closest I 
ever came to Broadway was 
being cast in ‘Life With 
Father,’ only to have illness 
prevent me from going on.” 

The Drury Lane Players are 
real “little theater.” They play 
in a former warehouse just off 
the arcade in La Jolla and the 
first month’s rent came out of 
their own pockets. (Even now, 
with full houses but low prices, 
they occasionally rely on the 
good nature of a benevolent land¬ 
lady!) 

Lighting, sound and costumes 
are home grown, but the players 
ignore any handicaps and soon 
the audience does, too. A novelty 
is their use of the arena style in 
which the audience surrounds the 
action of the play. 

The next production, in which 
Faye and Holle expect to appear, 
will be “Fashions.” 


Some weeks ago when Lug- 
ten, at the insistence of a group 
of Convair SD square dancers, 
took his first tentative steps 
on a dance floor at a CRA ses- 
sino, he announced: 

“If I learn this, I want a 
diploma!” 

The remark passed but 
wasn’t forgotten and recently 
CRA Commissioner Claude Bis- 
sell presented Lugten with a 
certificate of an “advanced 
dancer” stating that he has 
successfully completed primary 
instruction and authorizing him 
“to take part in the more com¬ 
plex dances.” 

Lugten, who is scheduled to 
leave SD on the first com¬ 
pleted Indonesian Convair- 
Liner, indicated his main diffi¬ 
culty with square dancing was 
one of language. Although he 
speaks English, he found it 
easier to translate the calls 
into Dutch in his head, which 
took some doing! 

The dances themselves are 
not too remote from the 
“wooden shoe” dances of his 
native land, however. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. There is an activity 
tailor made for your enjoyment. 
Turn to page 2 and look them 
over. 



GRADUATION—Certified a full-fledged "advanced dancer" in 
square dancing and entitled to all honors attached thereto, Bob 
Lugten of KLM is shown receiving his diploma from CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Claude Bissell at SD, in charge of square dancing. Members 
of Lugten's square are shown, left to right, Mr. and Mrs. Alan 
Abels, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Whitworth, Jean Curry, Lugten, Bissell, 
Helen Fitzgerald, Jim Colman, all of SD. 


Myrtle Spencer, Department Clerk at FW 
For Seven Years, Dies After Long Illness 



GREASEPAINT—Just before curtain time two Convair SD people 
are pictured making up for performances with Drury Lane Players at 
La Jolla. They are Al Holle (Dept. 47) and Faye Eilers (Dept. 6). 


He Passed! 

Do-se-do in Dutch Is No Cinch, 
But Lugten Proves He Can Do 











































CONVAiRiEfV 


August 36, l$i>6 


Page & 



WATER JOCKEYS—Convair FW hydroplane enthusiasts practiced this month 
for coming Lake Worth races Sept. 24. In lineup at left are Morris Wilson, Roy 
Watson, formerly of Convair FW, Page Yeager, Air Force, Dick Short, Dept. 81, 
Joe Sauerenmann, Dept. 24, Dick Dodd, Dept. 12, son Dick Jr., and M. B. Tar- 


water, Dept. 3-8. In center photo, paddling while grown-ups practice are Jimmy 
Carlile, I I, son of F. E. Carlile, FW photography supervisor, and Charles Garman, 
10. With them is Dobermann Pinscher, Lady. At right is action shot of test runs. 
Outboards sometimes spill but casualties are rare. 




FW COUPLE MARRY —Nell 
Gore and Floyd Poteet, both 
Dept. 22-2, are pictured after re¬ 
cent wedding ceremony, 

Vernon Long Weds 
Fort Worth Girl 

Vernon L. Long, Convair FW 
Dept. 63, and Leona King of 
Fort Worth were married Aug. 
19 at the Riverside Baptist 
Church by E. G. Crosier, Convair 
FW Employee Services super¬ 
visor and ordained Baptist minis¬ 
ter. 

Best man at the informal cere¬ 
mony was Clifton Woods, Dept. 
31-2. Following the ceremony 
the couple left for Galveston and 
South Texas. They will return to 


FW Dept. 22-2 Pair 
Exchange Vows 

A Convair FW Dept. 22-2 
couple, Nell Gore and Floyd Po¬ 
teet exchanged wedding vows 
July 15 at the Venus Methodist 
Church, Venus, Tex. 

The bride’s twin sister, Dell 
Gore, Dept. 27-0, served as maid 
of honor and Ray Lowery, Dept. 
27-6, sang at the ceremony. 
Among wedding guests was 
Wanda Culver, Dept. 4-5. 

After a short trip the Poteets 
are at home at 515 S. Lake in 
Fort Worth. 


SD Inspection Chief 
Married Aug. 18 

Wedding bells rang for G. A. 
Covington, Chief of Inspection 
SD, and Mrs. Lelia Booher of 
San Diego on August 18. The 
wedding took place in the Park 
Boulevard Methodist Church, San 
Diego. 

They are making their home at 
3041 Evergreen. 



. 
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TEAM LINEUPS 
TAKE SHAPE FOR 
KEG SEASON 

As it looks now, Convair SD 
will have three bowling leagues 
this season. 

Two will be the 805 and 830 
scratch, with ten teams each. 
They will bowl Friday nights at 
6:45 at Tower Bowl beginning 
Sept. 15. 

The third is the regular Handi¬ 
cap League which bowls at Pa¬ 
cific Recreation every Wednesday 
evening at 6:45 beginning Sept. 
13. Sixteen teams are expected 
to compete in this event. 

C R A Commissioner Mike 
Brooks said bowlers are still 
needed and there are plenty of 
team places. Newcomers to Con¬ 
vair, or anyone not yet placed on 
a team, were instructed to con¬ 
tact the following: Bob Mans¬ 
field, Ext. 387, for building 1; 
Mike Brooks for building 2; 
Willis Carson, Dept. 365, for 
building 3; Ed Wright for build¬ 
ing 4; Tom Chadwick for build¬ 
ing 5; Pete Grijalva for Special 
Projects, Ext. 544; Harry Harri¬ 
son for building 19, Dixie Ticknor 
for Electric Bench, building 4. 

Texas Ncrce Ercds 
little bop Wfas 

San Diego’s Little League base¬ 
ball team, whose roster included 
a liberal representation of Con¬ 
vair boys, lost two out of three 
games in the regional elimina¬ 
tions at Austin, Tex. 

The California champions met 
Houston, champions of Texas, 
Aug. 18 at Austin and ran into 
immediate trouble as the Houston 
hurler pitched a no-hit, no-run 
game. The coast team lost 5-0. 
In the second game, Aug. 19, San 
Diego came back for a 10-3 vic¬ 
tory, necessitating a third game, 
played the same day. The coast 
representatives led 1-0 going into 
the last inning when Texas ral¬ 
lied to score four runs and win 
the game. 


live at 502 Hudgins in Fort 
Worth. 



ISLAND GIRL—Leta Plummer 
(Dept. 3 SD) was even more at¬ 
tractive than usual when she re¬ 
turned from a two-week visit to 
Honolulu covered with leis. She 
flew both ways, also visited the 
"big island" of Hawaii and saw 
volcano Mauna Loa; had most 
fun aboard outrigger canoes in 
surf. 



TAKES VOWS—Mrs. George 
Gillilan, the former Lucille Reed, 
will return to Dept. 6 at SD after 
a honeymoon in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia. 


Lucille Reed Of 
Convair SD Weds 

Honeymooning in northern 
California this week were Mr. 
and Mrs George Gillilan (Lucille 
Reed, Blueprint section, Dept. 6 
SD). They were married August 
26 in the home of the bride’s 
sister, Marian Sharp, also Dept. 
6 . 

The bride was honored recently 
at a surprise dinner party given 
at Valle’s by several of her 
friends and co-workers. Co-hos- 
tesses were Mickey Woods, Mar¬ 
jorie Hultquist, Edith Saunders. 
Others attending were Doris Ar- 
nott, Jean Colton, Betty Bickston, 
Hazel Stone, Betty Valinski, 
Betty Carlson, Kay Dickson, 
Jessie Sanders, Mary Todd, Mar¬ 
ian Sharp, Virginia Gordon. 


One-Hitter Blasts 
FW Bomber Hopes 

The Convair FW Bombers 
went down in the third game of 
a two-out-of-three series to lose 
the National League baseball 
title Aug. 13 to Gray’s Food 
Store. The opposition pitcher 
hurled a one-hitter in the 5-0 
victory over the Bombers. 

Convair Girls Drop 
Exhibition Contest 

The Convair FW girls’ softball 
squad lost an exhibition match 
Aug. 12 to the San Antonio Red 
Chicks, 6-2. The exhibition match 
ended the season for the Convair 
team, champions of the Girls’ In¬ 
dustrial League. After winning 
the league, the girls lost to A1 
Wooten’s team in play-offs for 
the city title. 


FW Bowlins 

MIXED LEAGUE 


Team— 

W. 

L. 

Pokeys . 

. 34 

14 

Scatterbrains . 

.. 30 

18 

Miss-Its . 

. 30 

18 

Injuns . 

. 28 

20 

Party Poopers . 

. 25 

23 

Woodchoppers . 

... 25 

23 

Tadpoles . 

.. 20 

28 

Screwballs . 

.. 15 

83 


Love Tapper 

Battling Beau the SD Boxer 
Packs a Punch in Either Paw 


Even though it is a love tap, 
when Beau the boxer throws a 
left hook it carries authority. 
Authority backed up by 75 
pounds of affectionate dog. 

“Boxers get their name from 
just that,” owner R. C. West¬ 
brook (Dept. 6 SD) explained 
last week while showing off 
his three prize winning show 
dogs. “When they play they 
use their forepaws as a fighter 
uses left and right.” 

Meanwhile, Beau (ring name 
Emperio Del Rey, four years old) 
was doing roadwork around the 
yard until he spied the stranger. 
He dashed to give a friendly 
greeting, feinted, crouched like 
Dempsey, lunged like lightning, 



STAIR STEPS —R. C. West¬ 
brook of Convair SD does im¬ 
possible by keeping his three 
beautiful boxers quiet for instant. 
Beau is at left, Karla in center 
and her son, Rebel, at right. 


jarred the stranger with a left, 
straightened him with a right, 
flattened him with a bear hug. 

“Say! I LIKE you!” Beau 
seemed to snuff. “Get up, let’s 
try it again!” 

The other dogs Serena Del 
Rey, a two and a half year old 
female known as Karla, and her 
son, Beaurealm’s Rebel, nine: 
months, were shadow boxing ini 
the background, anxious to go a 
few rounds, but fortunately West¬ 
brook intervened. 

“Here are some of their 
trophies,” Westbrook said, point¬ 
ing to an array of cups in the 
patio. “Beau has a half dozen 
blues to his credit and so does 
Karla. Rebel is doing very well 
in the puppy classes and we ex¬ 
pect him to be a better dog than, 
either Beau or his mother.” 

Up until this moment Beaui 
had been proudly following the: 
conversation and doing his best 
to point out the trophies. At this; 
point, however, he snuffed loud¬ 
ly and addressed the stranger 
earnestly: 

“The Old Man’s getting 
punchy. Puppy classes! Why 
you should have seen me at 
Long Beach. Was that a go! 
But I win easy, best of breed- 
. . . You heard about what hap¬ 
pened at San Francisco, of 
course. Everybody knows I 
wuz robbed. ...” 

Westbrook, who joined Vultee 
in 1939, has seen service at Nash¬ 
ville and Fort Worth as well as 
San Diego. He has been showing 
boxers for four years and de¬ 
scribes the breed so eloquently 
that almost any dog lover will 
succumb. 

“Although boxers have been 
used for hunting—they show un¬ 
believable courage fighting wild 
boars in Germany—they are the 
friendliest of dogs,” he said. 
“They wouldn’t hurt you for the 
world, though they might, 
smother you with affection.” 



IT'S SAD—When a guy's own manager thinks he's slipping, it's 
sad. Beau, prize winning boxer in center, has just overheard Owner 
R. C. Westbrook, SD engineer, praise Rebel, at left, as showing 
promise of being a better dog for show. Karla, at right, seems 
unimpressed by trophies, though some are hers, too. Cups and 
platters are part of loot Westbrook dogs have won during four years- 
of show circuit in Southern California. 
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SD Ends Softball Year 
With One Loop Title 


Convair SD this week looked 
back on one of its most success¬ 
ful softball seasons in many 
years. In a nutshell here is what 
happened: 

In the Triple A league Con¬ 
vair finished second in the first 
round; tied for first in both 
second and third rounds; lost 
by the slender margin of 3-2 
in a playoff with Beasley’s. 

In the Industrial B league 
the Convair-Liners led the loop 
with eight wins and no losses. 
They were Convair’s only 
championship team. 

The Eagles and the Bombers 
finished third in their leagues, 
the Industrial A and the Double 
B. 

“All in all, it was a highly 
successful season and we made 
an excellent showing/’ CRA Com¬ 
missioner Tony Berardini said. 
“Our four managers—Ken Ellis, 
Ernie Damarus, Woody Ross and 
John Alvarez—were as good or 
better than any in their leagues 
and we owe them a lot for their 
hard work and brainy counsel. 
Also, we are mighty proud of 
every one of our 55 bail players. 
Even though it is all for fun, it 
involves extra effort to show Up 
regularly for games and show 
the kind of spirit our teams 
showed all year.” 

As for batting during the year, 
Bud LeOsCh, iron man pitcher for 
the Triple A team who carried 
the burden of mound duties, also 


HORSESHOE WINNERS — 
This trio of Dept. 44 workers 
canned up to win Convair FW 
plant-wide horseshoe pitching 
tournament. Shown with cham¬ 
pionship trophy are top to bot¬ 
tom, W. E. Bradford, L. F. Hut¬ 
son and W. Dane. 


led his team in batting. He nosed 
out Jack Swank by five points. 
Both had the same number of 
hits, but Swank was at bat two 
more times. 

In the Industrial A league 
Ralph Harper, also a pitcher, led 
the batting while it was A1 
Damarus in the Industrial B loop 
and C. 0. Nelson in the Double B. 


CHAMP ANGLER 
TRIES ALASKA 

Dale Marks of Planning and 
Tooling at SD was 100 miles 
inside the Arctic Circle this 
week, presumably having the 
time of his life. 

Marks, whose 50-pound yel- 
lowtail (CONVAIRIETY, July 
19) won him the trip as an 
award in the annual Yellowtail 
Derby at San Diego, left home 
Aug. 23 literally “loaded for 
bear.” Beside fishing gear he 
carried rifles for caribou and 
moose hunting. 

Marks flew by Western Con- 
vair-Liner to Seattle, thence to 
Fairbanks, Alaska, and on to 
Kotsebue, where he based for 
hunting and fishing expedi¬ 
tions. He expects to return to 
San Diego, Sept. 3. 


FW Softball Teams 
Lose in Playoffs 
For Championships 

Convair FW softball teams 
failed to land a championship 
spot in city play as final games 
of the season ended Aug. 16. 

Eliminated in play-offs after 
climbing to the top bracket was 
the Convair squad, winner of the 
National League. Convair was 
shut out in finals Aug. 14 by 
Topsy’s Cafe, 3-0. 

Defeated earlier in city play¬ 
offs by Topsy’s were the B-36 
Fliers, East Texas League cham¬ 
pions. The Fliers lost to Topsy’s 
4-0 on Aug. 11. 

Four Convair teams reached 
city play-offs after winning their 
league championships. 


Chop Suey Doubles 
Scheduled for SD 

Convair SD tennis players 
were warned this week to get 
ready for a chop suey doubles 
tournament set for Sept. 9 and 
10 at San Diego Tennis Club 
courts at the foot of Texas street 
in San Diego. 

Play starts at 10 a.m. and part¬ 
ners will be drawn and teams 
rotated after each round. The 
event is open to all Convair men 
and women, with suitable prizes 
awaiting the winners. Entries, 
which may be made through 
J. K. Field, Ext. 430, or CRA 
Commissioner Jerry LeFebvre, 
Ext. 258, will close Sept. 7. 


TOP DOG—Here are Convair-Liners, Industrial B league champs. 
Back row, left to right: A! Damarus, Bill Ladd, Jerry Nuss, Rollie 
Leadon, Luke Morris, Nelson Powell. Front row: Ernie Damarus, 
manager, Jim Williams, Jim Hoerger, Tobe Hunley, Ralph Way, 
Joe Arneiri. Not present for picture was Mitch Williams. 

BUD AND LUKE 
SHINE DURING 
SD BALL SEASON 

Softball post mortems at SD 
this week revealed two remark¬ 
able pitching performances. 

Bud Leesch of Triple A, long¬ 
time Convair stalwart, again 
proved his right to the “iron 
man” title by hurling twice a 
week throughout the season with¬ 
out a bad performance on any 
occasion. 

Luke Morris hurled the Con¬ 
vair-Liners to a league cham¬ 
pionship, didn’t lose a game and 
gave up only 10 hits during the 
whole season! Among his victor¬ 
ies were two no-hit, no-run 
games! 

Luke was pitching his first 
games in SD city competition, 
though he will be remembered at 
Fort Worth as a member of the 
1943 Tooling squad known as 
“Roy Coykendall’s Cinderella 
team” that went to the finals in 
the Gold Medal tournament after 
being given a chance to play be¬ 
cause they won 14 straight in 
the plant tournament. 

“After I left Fort Worth I 
figured I was too old to play 
anymore,” Morris confided re¬ 
cently. “However, my old ‘rise 
ball’ was working pretty well this 
season.” 

Luke is 36 but he looks about 
20 when he’s on the mound. 


SPEED—Luke Morris, Convair 
SD hurler, shows windup that 
brought him two no-hit, no-run 
games for Convair-Liners. 


Ben Sisley in Lead 
For ’Big Fish' Title 
With a 75-Pounder 

Ben Sisley is one Convair FW 
fisherman who isn’t content to 
rest on his laurels. After the 
story of his 45-pound catfish 
was reported in the Aug. 16 issue 
of CONVAIRIETY, he set out to 
break his own record. On Aug. 
18 he hooked a 74%-pound cat¬ 
fish on a trot line in Lake Worth 
using carp for bait. 

Besides deflating the ego of 
other Convair fishermen, he’ll 
probably wind up with the CRA 
yearly fishing prize unless some¬ 
one else finds out his secret 
fishing spot. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. There is an activity 
tailor made for your enjoyment. 
Turn to page 2 and look them 
over. 


Ondo Four Under 
Perfect Figures 
To Lead FW Golf 

In usual champion style, Paul 
Ondo swept by 63 competitors to 
register a low gross four under 
par in the Convair FW sweep- 
stakes golf tournament Aug. 12 
at Ridglea Golf Course. 

Shooting a 74 for second place 
was J. E. Topliff, followed by 

A. J. Baskin with a 76. 

Individual low net honors went 

to J. D. Long with a 62; J. S. 
Howell, 63, and S. E. Keith Jr., 
63. 

Best team low ball score, a 19 
under par 51, was shot by a four¬ 
some of Long, W. Henderson, 
G. F. Tipton and G. Taylor. 

Sharing second place team 
honors with a 52 were Ondo, 

B. Moore, Topliff, T. Stepp, and 
B. Carrol, W. Barr, W. Sutton 
and Keith. 

Best team aggregate score, 
262, went to Ondo, Moore, Topliff 
and Stepp. Placing second was 
a foursome of Carrol, Barr, Sut¬ 
ton and Keith. The winners re¬ 
ceived golf balls provided by 
CRA. 


LARGEST B-36 BELT—When 
J. M. Edwards, Dept. 73, won 
horseshoe pitching contest in his 
department, CRA was faced 
with a problem. The prize was 
a B-36 belt—but B-36 belts just 
don't come large enough to fit 
Edwards' 54-inch waistline and 
a special order had to be made. 
Edwards is pictured showing 
Commissioner Finn Wahl oversize 
belt which almost equals his 5 
feet 8 inch height. 

FW Dept. 31 Sponsors 
Horseshoe Tourney 

Dept. 31 at Convair FW will 
sponsor a horseshoe pitching 
tournament for Dept. 31 workers 
and employees of other depart¬ 
ments in the area, tentatively 
scheduled to begin Sept. 1. 

Players interested in partici¬ 
pating are asked to contact E. 
T. Austin, Ext. 3209 or 3117. 


dell. Members of Navigators team are at right, F. Murphy, N. 
Sande, Bill Branson and Jeanne Davis. Absent with wrist injury 
was Gayle Stokes. 


Horseshoe Pitching 
Title for FW Goes 


To Dept. 44 Finalists 

A Dept. 44 team won over a 
Dept. 30 foursome in final rounds 
of the Convair FW plant-wide 
horseshoe pitching contest Aug. 
10. New plant championship 
team is made up of L. F. Hutson, 
W. Dane and W. E. Bradford, 
all of Dept. 44. 

Runnerup were J. D. Schroe- 
der, C. A. Taylor, R. J. Bodiford 
and G. R. Reedy, all of Dept. 30. 

Scoring third was a Dept. 47-2 
squad of R. O. Whaley, W. D. 
Agnew, W. H. Rush and R. H. 
McGregor. 

Horseshoe Commissioner Finn 
Wahl awarded CRA trophies to 
the winners. 


WINNER AND RUNNER-UP—Convair SD summer bowling 
ended recently with these two teams in playoff. At left are 
members of Aero team that won championship. Left to right, 
F. Fillhart, Jean Colton, J. Ready, R. Runnalls and Claud Wad- 
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A "HOT" NIGHT—It's a little warm in spots, almost every evening, for P. Reasor and 
E. M. Ashcraft (Dept. 4 FW), shown here. They are stoking incinerator outside FW plant 
between warehouses I and 2 where trash goes up in smoke nightly. 



CAP MEMBERS—Shown at meeting place at Lindbergh Field at 
SD are these Convair members of Civil Air Patrol. Left to right, 
Edna Oxford, Dept. 27, Frank Coffee, Dept. 4, Jack Collins, L. K. 
Thornbrugh, Dick Graves, Dick Smith, all Dept. 6, and Ken See, 
Dept. 25, commanding officer. Perched alongside Link trainer is 
mascot Mopsy. Unit is designed to provide aviation training for 
members with view to assist in meeting local and national emer¬ 
gencies. Unit has more than a dozen Convair members but See 
reports there are still vacancies. Anyone interested in joining may 
do so by contacting See. 


Correspondent Informs SD Club 
Eastern Oil is Key to War Moves 


Russia doesn’t have enough oil 
with which to fight World War 
III now ... so watch moves 
toward Iran and Iraq. . . . 

Best guess on next trouble 
spots: Formosa, then French 
Indo-China, then Burma. . . . 

These were a few of the pre¬ 
dictions that packed an address 
before the SD Management Club, 
Aug.16, from John Morley, for 
nearly two decades a war corre¬ 
spondent. 

Stating that all Stalin recog¬ 
nizes is “how many divisions?” 



John Morley 


Morley pleaded for brilliant State 
department leadership and mili¬ 
tary preparedness “so we won’t 
be caught with our pants 
down. ...” 

“The U. S. must make up its 
mind if it loves peace or freedom 
more,” he advised. “And we’ve 
got to get going. We must be 
united and ready to fight in other 
Koreas. ... 

“Fight communism with all 
your heart, but also fight the 
situations that bring communism 
about, the colonial errors, the op¬ 
pressions. . . . The four hundred 
million Chinese don’t like com¬ 
munism, they hate it, but it is 
a question of rice for their 
stomachs. . . . 

“We should get ready as though 
Korea were the start of World 
War III.” 


SD Management Club 
Lists New Members 

In a brief business session 
Aug. 16, Convair SD’s Manage¬ 
ment Club presented to Jack 
Bryant, last year’s president, a 
certificate of recognition for out¬ 
standing achievement, prepared 
by the National Association of 
Foremen. 

Other business included a re¬ 
port from M. F. Link and Paul 
Osborne, co-chairmen of the 
membership committee, which 
listed 88 new members of the 
club. 



NEW MOVIE PROJECTOR—P. L Wise, of Convair FW em¬ 
ployee services section, shown operating new movie projector pur¬ 
chased by CRA to show lunch-time movies in the plant. More than 
2,000 employees see movies at factory lunch period each Tuesday 
and Thursday. Favorites are aviation films and westerns. 



TWO "FIFTEENS"—Two Convair men recently received their 15-year service pins at SD. Left, 
SD Chief Engineer Frank Fink presents one to C. M. Yater (Dept. 6) while in right hand photo 
W. H. Shattuck (Dept. 25-1) receives his from J. L. Fechter, production manager. 


MAVERICK PROF 
'JOINS' SD CLUB 

“Ah, chicken!” exulted an 
arriving guest at the last SD 
Management Club meeting as 
he sat down to dinner along¬ 
side K. F. Leaman, assistant 
division manager. 

“My name’s Parker,” he said, 
introducing himself to all with¬ 
in reaching distance and at¬ 
tacked the chicken without 
further ado. 

“What’s your department?” 
Leaman inquired, trying to 
place the gentleman, who was 
by then well through a bird. 

“Anthropology. What’s 
yours?” said Parker blithely. 

Something in Leaman’s face 
made him pause. 

“Say!” said Parker. “Isn’t 
this the San Diego Historical 
Society meeting?” 

B-36 Pilot Describes 
How it Feels to Fly 

(Continued from page 3) 
your air speed drops to 70-75 
miles per hour. The nose gear 
touches the runway and you 
lock your flight controls and 
grab the nose steering wheel. 

“Put your prop reverse 
switches in the ‘ready’ position 
and hit the prop reverse button— 
(you can stop in less than 1,000 
feet)—just slow her down as you 
can taxi in. It takes a bit of 
practice to use this reverse prop 
business properly. For example, 
if the plane yaws to the left 
when your props are in reverse 
you increase your power all right 
—but not on the engines on the 
left. Increase the power on the 
opposite side and you’ll straighten 
the plane up. 

“So now you taxi up to your 
parking area, run the engines up 
for the final check and then 
there’s nothing left but your tra¬ 
ditional paper work, check in for 
crew interrogation and then take 
off for the sack.” 




PRODUCTION—D. J. Clow, chief industrial engineer at Con¬ 
vair FW, left, explains production flow to Maj. Victor W. Alden, 
logistics division instructor of USAF special staff school at Air 
University, Craig AFB, Alabama. The major handled arrangements 
for a visit to Convair FW for 46 field grade officers. Clow and 
D. C. Burrows, assistant division manager, talked to group prior to 
plant tour. 


MOCKUP INSTALLED—This is how mockup Allison 501 (T-38) 
turboprop engine looks as installed in Turboliner at SD. Lower scoop 
is for oil cooler, upper for air intake. Built-in monorail in top of 
nacelle facilitates installation and removal of 2,750 hp engine. 
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CRA BLOOD BANK—First donor to new blood bank being, 
established by Convair Recreation Association at FW was B. A. 
Gibbs, 27-0, Inspection, shown here as Ann Goodwin takes his 
donation at St. Joseph's Hospital. Convair FW folk willing to help 
out may do so by telephoning M. A. Stewart at Ext. 6116 on the 
first shift, or Fred Pipes at same number on second shift. 

Blood Bank Created 
To Aid Convair Folk 


Pla.ns for setting up a new blood bank to be used free 
of charge by all Convair families and families of Air Force 
military and civilian personnel on duty at Convair FW 
were announced this week. 


H. G. Starkey, president of 
Convair Recreation Association, 
said that if Convair families an¬ 
swer the appeal for blood dona¬ 
tions to the CRA blood bank as 
they have answered other ap¬ 
peals in the past, the blood bank 
will be operating in a matter of 
a few days. 

Convair employees willing to 
donate blood—with the under¬ 
standing that it will be made 
available to some other Con¬ 
vair family in need of it—were 
asked to contact M. A. Stewart 
at Col. 74-F inside the parts 
plant office. Or they may tele¬ 
phone him at Ext. 6116. 

Employees on second shift may 
contact Fred Pipes at the same 
location and telephone extension. 

If other members of the em- 


Booklets Describe 
*Your Job at Convair * 

“Your Job at Convair,” a handy 
pocket-size booklet telling briefly 
most of the information Convair 
employees need to know about 
the company, its operations and 
its policies, was distributed to 
each employee at Convair FW 
last week. 

Preparation of the manual was 
co-ordinated by the Industrial 
Relations Department. A copy 
of the pamphlet is being given 
to each new employee at FW 
division. 


ployee’s family wish to partici¬ 
pate, the employee may make 
arrangements through Stewart or 
Pipes. 

After a supply of blood is on 
hand in the bank at St. Joseph’s 
hospital, any Convair employee 
may obtain it for his own use or 
for a member of his family by 
contacting Stewart, Pipes, or E. 
G. Crosier and Harry Burns in 
the Employee Services section of 
the Industrial Relations depart¬ 
ment. 

Stewart, originator of the plan, 
has been running a one-man blood 
transfusion service all by himself 
for several years. 

Stewart pointed out that in the 
last four months, 88 Convair 
FW employees have contributed 
119 pints of blood. At the stand¬ 
ard rate charged by hospitals, 
those 119 pints of blood would 
have cost Convair families $3,570. 

“By participating in the 
blood bank, we’re not only re¬ 
lieving our fellow employees of 
some of the financial burden 
they’re experiencing during ill¬ 
ness or injury, but we’re also 
showing them that we are per¬ 
sonally interested in their wel¬ 
fare,” says Stewart. “It not 
only helps the other fellow, 
however. It does something for 
the donor, too. He wins that 
wonderful feeling of knowing 
that he has done something 
worthwhile.” 


Air Force Places New Order With 
Convair For More Trainer Planes 

An additional undisclosed number of T-29 “flying class¬ 
rooms^ for training navigators and bombardiers has been 
ordered by the U. S. Air Force from Convair, LaMotte T. 


Cohu, Convair president and 
today. 

Convair has already completed 
a number of the twin-engine 
navigation trainers ordered pre¬ 
viously and built at San Diego. 

The T-29 is the first plane de¬ 
signed specifically for training 
navigators in groups. Facilities 
for 14 students and instructors 
are provided in the cabin. Cur¬ 
tains divide the main cabin into 
four “classrooms” for specialized 
instructions. 

Equipment includes the most 


genera,! manager, announced 


modern instruments for naviga¬ 
tion and bombardier training. 
Complete electronic equipment, 
including radar, is installed to 
provide experience with the lat¬ 
est electronic navigation systems. 

Based on the 40-passenger 
Convair-Liner commercial trans¬ 
port design, T-29s are distin¬ 
guished on the exterior by four 
astrodomes atop the fuselage, a 
large radome beneath the fuse¬ 
lage and 18 antennas. 


Reed Named 
Asst. Mgr. 
For 2nd Shift 


B. G. Reed, formerly mainte¬ 
nance superintendent at Convair 
FW, has been named assistant 
division manager in charge of all 
second shift operations. 

The announcement of Reed’s 
new assignment was made by 
R. 0. Ryan, Convair vice-presi¬ 
dent and FW division manager 
to whom Reed will report. 

Assignment of an assistant 
division manager to direct second 
shift operations follows recent 
action to make the night shift 
more nearly equal to the day 
shift in extent of work and num¬ 
ber of employees. 

Reed came to Convair FW in 
July. He previously had spent 
five years in plant engineering 
work with Douglas Aircraft Co., 
and ten years in various execu¬ 
tive manufacturing capacities at 
Northrop Aircraft, Inc. 

Reed is a graduate of Morning- 
side College, Sioux City, Iowa, 
and obtained B.S. and A.E. de¬ 
grees at the University of Michi¬ 
gan in 1932. 


Martin Dies, who headed the 
Dies Un-American Activities 
Committee while a member of 
Congress, will be the principal 
speaker at the Sept. 23 dinner 
meeting of the Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club. 

Dies, a native of Texas, was a 
member of Congress from 1931 
to 1945. He is now a practicing 
lawyer in Lufkin, Tex. 


Dinner will be served at .7 
p.m. in the cafeteria, preceding 
Dies speech. Musical entertain¬ 
ment will also be featured. 

Tickets may be purchased start¬ 
ing Sept. 18 from department 
clerks. 

Sam E. Keith Jr., president, 
will preside, while P. I. Stevens 
will serve as program chairman. 


DRIVERS AT FW 
URGED TO JOIN 
IN CAR POOLS 

A plea for Convair FW auto¬ 
mobile drivers to join in car 
pools and fill up empty seats 
with riders was issued this week 
by E. G. Crosier, Employee Serv¬ 
ice supervisor. 

“We have people needing rides 
from all parts of town—and on 
both shifts,” said Crosier. “Driv¬ 
ers can save themselves transpor¬ 
tation costs—and at the same 
time help reduce the traffic and 
parking problem by reducing the 
number of cars driven to work.” 

Crosier said that rides are 
especially needed by second shift 
employees, and pointed out that 
the Employee Service section is 
now in full operation on the sec¬ 
ond shift and will help drivers 
register their empty seats, and 
assist ride-less employees seeking 
transportation. 


New Air Concept 
Creates Continuous 
B-36 Improvement 

U. S. Air Force and Convair teamwork on the B-36 
bomber program has introduced an entirely new concept 
in Air Force procurement and aircraft industry thinking, 
according to Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice president and 
division manager. 

The new concept might be de¬ 
scribed as a research, design, de¬ 


velopment, production and mod¬ 
ernization program all at one and 
the same time on the same air¬ 
plane—the B-36. 

“All the advantages of this ex¬ 
tensive program might fill a 
good-sized book,” Ryan says. 
“But the principal thing is the 
end result, and that is the fact 
that this type of program gives 
the Air Force and the nation at 
all times a heavy bombardment 
force which is always the latest 
thing off drafting boards and 
production lines—and does it at 
a fraction of the cost of any 
other method.” 

The current program compares 
with previous procurement in 
which the Air Force, after using 
one type of bomber for a certain 
period of years, called upon the 
aircraft industry to design, de¬ 
velop and produce an entirely 
new aircraft from scratch. This 
procedure today would cost mil¬ 
lions and millions of dollars—and 
take several years work—before 
even one bomber can be provided 
for the Air Force. 

Under Air Force procedures, 
other aircraft have gone 
through the evolutionary proc¬ 
ess of improvements from one 
model to another, but never 
before has this been done on 
such a large scale, nor over 
such an extended period of 
time. 

Ryan pointed out that the Air 
Force, by standardizing at least 
for the time being on the Con¬ 
vair B-36 for its long-range very 
heavy bombardment, is following 
standard practice used for years 


Convair FW Counts List 
Of Reserves, Guardsmen 


More than 1,563 Convair FW 
employees are members of the 
Air Force, Army, Navy or Ma¬ 
rine Reserves, or of the National 
Guard, a plant-wide survey by 
the Industrial Relations depart¬ 
ment shows. 

Largest number of reservists 
and guardsmen are found in the 
Engineering department, with a 
total of 190. 

Other departments with com¬ 
paratively large totals are: Dept. 
12, Flight, 126; Dept. 47, Outer 
Wing and Engine, 107; Dept. 27, 
Inspection, 106; and Dept. 50, 
Final Assembly, 92. 

By occupations, more reser¬ 
vists and guardsmen naturally 
are found in what Convair FW 
has the most of, aircraft assem¬ 
blers, of whom 620 are listed. 

Second largest occupational 
group is 163 field and service 
mechanics. Third are 88 inspec¬ 
tors. Other occupations follow¬ 
ing close are: stock clerks, 62; 
engineering draftsmen, 57; pro¬ 
duction control dispatchers, 32, 
and aerodynamicists, 28. 

By age, the largest number of 
reservists and guardsmen, 567, 
fall into the 26 through 30 group. 


Second largest is 21 through 25, 
with a total of 444. 

Third and fourth are 364 in the 
31 through 35 unit, and 151 in 
the under 21 group. 

The survey was made in order 
that Convair may be prepared in 
event reserves and guardsmen 
are called to active duty, and to 
make available if requested by 
governmental and military agen¬ 
cies information which might be 
helpful in developing plans to 
man the armed forces sufficient¬ 
ly while at the same time mini¬ 
mizing effect upon industrial 
production for war. 


in the automotive industry and 
other lines. 

“When an automobile firm de¬ 
cides to design a new model, the 
engineers don’t attempt to design 
a completely new automobile 
from the ground up,” Ryan point¬ 
ed out. “They don’t have to. They 
know that their basic automobile 
(Continued on Page 2) 


HOHL NAMED TO 
DIRECT TRAINING 
FOR CORPORATION 

August F. Hohl has been 
named director of training for 
the corporation to supervise pro¬ 
grams at both divisions. 

A 1926 graduate of St. Vin¬ 
cent’s college, Latrobe, Pa., Hohl 
has had many years in this field, 
particularly in aviation. He di¬ 
rected education programs for 
Airport Ground Schools at Holly¬ 
wood, Calif., and during the war 
helped train flying cadets for the 
armed forces. Other positions he 
has held include direction of 
training for Northrop Aircraft. 
From 1929 to 1937 Hohl served 
as a Naval officer and one of his 
assignments was as education of¬ 
ficer for the 11th Naval District 
at San Diego. 

Hohl is married and has a son 
Donald, 5 V 2 . He will live in San 
Diego and expects to bring his 
family from Los Angeles as soon 
as he locates accommodations. 



Martini Dies, Ex-Congressman, Slated 
To Address FW Management Club 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffe'y, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—W. P. Tharp, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting’s 7:45 p.m. Sept. 
15 and Sept. 22 at Blackstone Kotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3196. Meeting- at 8 p.m. Sept. 
25 at Y.M.C.A. Enter snapshots and color slides in CRA photo contest. Dead¬ 
line Sept. 15. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext, 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—R. R. Massagee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 12:20 to 
12:40 a.m. each, Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Classes at 8 p.m. each Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at Forest Park Driving Range. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner ext. 3132. 

HUNTING-FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 3164. Quarterly fishing 
contest ends Sept. 29. Register for prizes at CRA office. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Winter season now open. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 
50-foot aisle. 

PING-PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Those interested in 
playing contact Whisenhant. 

RADIO CLUB—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 
new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, jack 
pot roping and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Sept. 18 and Sept. 25 at North 
Side Recreation building. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fonts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Tennis matches 7 to 9 p.m. 
each Tuesday and Thursday at Forest Park. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Free 
water skiing each Sunday afternoon at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. 


Book CttbueA 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following recently received 10- 
year service pins: 

Dept. 6: C. W. Dawson, B. D. Doane, 
E. G. ITarborne, E. D. Mathis, D. L. 
Maxwell, C. H. Stanley. Dept. 7: W. 
H. Barling. Dept. 12: F. Brown, C. R. 
Cottle, S. P. Jones, E. G. Shuler. 

Dept. 44: A. B. Calhoun. Dept. 50: 
L. H. Allen, W. R. Williams. Dept. 73: 

C. H. Van Dyke, F. E. Williams. Dept. 
82: R. W. Setzer. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Service pins issued during period 
August 22 to September 4: 

Five-year pins: L. R. Bell, M. G. 
English, J. D. Teague. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision and pro¬ 
fessional and administrative employees: 

Dept. 3: To safety supervisor, F. R. 
Temple; to department assistant A, P. 

J. McC'lung; to assistant education 
supervisor, R. B. Craig. 

Dept. 4: To material liaison man A, 
L. M. Crowell. 

Dept. 6: To research lab analyst A, 
W. K. Bailey; to aerodynamicist A, G. 
C. Grogan Jr. ; to aerodynamicist B. R. 
G. Peck; to research librarian A, K. G. 
Brown ; to stress analyst A, R. T. 
Ritchtman; to service engineer A, W. 
E. Harrison. 

Dept. 9: To foreman, H. A. Patterson. 
Dept. 11: To production change 
analyst A, L. M. Pulsifer; to contract 
administration supervisor, T. J. Sulli¬ 
van ; to contract liaison man A, H. E 1 . 
Wolfe, J. F. Llera. F. F. De France. 

Dept. 12: W. H. Huett, T. E. Luff 
to flight engineers. 

Dept. 22: To foreman, W. J. Leather- 
wood ; to general foreman, W. A. Cal¬ 
vert: to project co-ordinator A, R. C. 
Bright Jr. 

Dept. 24: To tool engineer B, Louis 
Conrad; to supervisor, W. T. Lacy. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisors, W. 
C. Culver, L. M. Walker. 

Dept. 44: To foreman, C. D. Bostick, 
E. L. Tucknies. 

Dept. 45: To foreman, W. A. Murrell. 
Dept. 61: To assistant foremen: M. 

K. Wylie, H. Whitaker, L. R. Muegee 
Sr., C. C. Moore, D. L. Marshall, W. C. 
Lanier, R C. Hartsell. 

Hitchhikers 

R. G. Lusian, Dept. 6-1, can take 
three riders to and from Arlington 
Heights 7 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. ext. 2251 
or SU-6286. 


To The Colors 

FORT WORTH 

The following Convair FW employees 
gave military service as reason for their 
terminations in the period Aug. 9 
through Aug. 23: 

Dept. 4: R. 0. Jones, T. E. Jeter. 
Dept. 9: J. W. Jones. Dept. 11: D. E. 
Cain. Dept. 12: D. R. Commer. Dept. 
20: J. F. Mitchell. Dept. 22: B. R. 
Brasher, T. G. Lansford, T. H. New, 

L. N. Short. Dept. 27: C. B. Irons, 

C. G. Pratt Jr., A. H. Kafer. 

Dept. 31: R. B. Reed. Dept. 43: Mendil 
Kolin. Dept. 44: Robert Notes, Ralph 
Timbes. Dept. 45: N. G. McMinn. Dept. 
46: M. J. Leatherwood, S. O. Mills, A. 

D. Reed, H. G. Watts. Dept. 47: W. C. 
Caraway, D. P. Dodson, K. W. Foster, 
C. H. McClure, E. O. Martin, W. J. 
Moore. 

Dept. 48: Roy F. Gelpke, B. B. John¬ 
son. Dept. 50: G. W. Kennon, M. E. 
Norman, J. J. Sugre, 0. H. Spradley 
Jr. Dept. 62: J. F. A. Kennedy. Dept. 
63: T. P. Stevens. Dept. 73: Howard 
Reynolds Jr., H. L. Palmer, J. M. Mc¬ 
Clure. Dept. 75: C. N. Burns. Dept. 76: 
C. E. Turner. 


Long Illness Fatal 
For Charles Griggs 

Charles H. Griggs, Convair FW 
Dept. 63 assembler, died at his 
home Aug. 27 after a lengthy ill¬ 
ness. Griggs, 49, had been a 
resident of Fort Worth 35 years. 
He came to work at Convair in 
1943. 

He is survived by his wife, one 
son, three daughters, mother and 
father, two sisters, five brothers 
and three grandchildren. Burial 
was Aug. 29 in Fort Worth. 


Two Days Left For 
Entering Snapshots 

Convair FW camera fans are 
reminded that they have only two 
days left—Thursday and Friday 
—to enter their favorite snap¬ 
shots in the plant-wide Convair 
Recreation Association snapshot 
contest. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

ARENDALL—Son, John Patrick, 
lbs., 1 oz., born Aug. 28 to Mr. 
Mrs. J. W. Arendall, Dept. 4-5. 

CHILDRESS—Son, Gerald Wesley 
lbs., born Aug. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Childress. Dept. 24. 

KUBICK—Daughter, Kathleen, 6 
11 oz., bom July 30 to Mr. and IV 

E. J. Kubick, Dept. 50. 

LYLE—Son, William Henry, 8 1 
born Aug-. 22 to Mr. and Mrs. V. 
Lyle, Dept. 24. 

NORMAN—Son, Larry Roy, 7 
15% oz., born Aug. 23 to Mr. and IV 
R. G. Norman, Dept. 25-3. 

TRAMMELL — Daughter, Barb 
June, 7 lbs. 4 % oz., born Aug. 24 
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Trammell, Dept. 

JONES—Son, David Charles, 9 
2 % oz., born Aug. 29 to Mr. and IV 
J. D. Jones, Dept. 25-3. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

GRIGGS—Charles H., Dept. 63, 
Aug. 27. Survivors: wife, one son, t] 
daughters, mother and father, 
sisters, five brothers and three gr: 
children. 


E. E. Eicholtz, CRA Camera 
Club commissioner, pointed out 
that the deadline for entries is 
Friday, Sept. 15, and that none 
may be accepted after that date. 
Twenty-two prizes valued at a 
total of $100 will go to the win¬ 
ners. 


Time Grows Short 
To Join Keg Teams 

There’s still time to join one 
of three new bowling leagues now 
being formed for the Convair 
FW winter season, according to 
H. G. Starkey, bowling commis¬ 
sioner. A second league for sec¬ 
ond shift bowlers will be formed 
if enough bowlers are interested. 
Those who wish to bowl may sign 
up at the employee services sec¬ 
tion during second shift working 
hours. 


Higher Weight 
Approved For 
New Liners 

Convair-Liner commercial 
transports have been ap¬ 
proved by the Civil Aero¬ 
nautics Administration to 
take off at a gross weight 
of 41,790 pounds, an in¬ 
crease of 1290 pounds, R. C. 
Sebold, Convair vice presi- 
dent-Engineering, disclosed 
recently. 

The first planes to be licensed 
under the new weight include 
eight now being prepared for de¬ 
livery to Garuda Indonesian Air¬ 
ways and two ordered by Ethio¬ 
pian Air Lines. The Turboliner 
being built for the Allison Divi¬ 
sion of General Motors Corpora¬ 
tion will also be licensed at the 
higher weight. 

Washer Aces 
Sign Up For 
Fail Tourney 

An invitation for Convair FW 
washer pitchers to sign up for 
the coming fall tournament was 
issued this week by Hugh Pen¬ 
nington, CRA commissioner. 

“Washer pitching elimination 
contests are already under way 
in several sections of the plant, 
and others will start immediately 
upon selection of departmental 
commissioners,” Pennington said. 

“We’re especially interested in 
sharp tossers who can give some 
lively competition to the current 
plant champion, Wesley Gowins 
in Dept. 82.” 

Pennington asked that washer 
pitchers in departments which do 
not have a department represen¬ 
tative contact him at Ext. 3137. 

Washer pitchers in the depart¬ 
ments below may contact the 
department representative named 
in order to enter the tournament : 
Dept. 3, E. L. Magers; Dept. 4, 
C. Doyle; Dept. 8, E. L. Blaine; 
Dept. 9, W. E. Garrison; Dept. 
20, J. C. Pennington; Dept. 22, 
Bob Miller; Dept. 25, Ben Lud¬ 
wig, Dept. 27, J. E. O’Neal; Dept. 
30, Ike Pemberton; Dept. 43, H. 
W. Levey; Dept. 44, J. S. Carter. 

Folk Dance Activity 
Considered by CRA 

Two new CRA activities may 
be added to the list of those open 
to Convair FW families if a 
sufficient number of persons are 
interested, according to CRA 
President H. G. Starkey. 

Fifty-one Convair couples have 
indicated their desire to meet for 
folk dancing sessions, while 
others are interested in forming 
a woodworking activity. 

Polkas and schottisches can be 
included if the folk dances are 
started. Time and place of an or¬ 
ganization meeting will be an¬ 
nounced later. Dancers interested 
are asked to contact A1 Stateson, 
Ext. 2168. 

Instruction in woodworking 
can be obtained one night weekly 
at a local high school woodwork 
shop. Furniture making and gen¬ 
eral shop work can be covered. 
Those interested may contact 
M. F. Towsley, Ext. 3146. 


UNDERSECRETARY 
VISITS CONVAIR 

John A. McCone, Undersecre¬ 
tary of the Air Force, visited 
Convair FW and inspected B-36 
operations at Carswell Air Force 
base briefly Aug. 29. McCone, 
who assumed the Air Force post 
in June, was en route to the 
west coast from Washington. 

He was accompanied by Lt. Gen. 
K. B. Wolfe, Deputy Chief of 
Staff — Materiel, USAF head¬ 
quarters. McCone and his party 
were met at Carswell by Maj. 
Gen. Samuel Anderson, Eighth 
Air Force Commander, and Brig. 
Gen. C. S. Irvine, Carswell com¬ 
mander. 



15-YEAR MEN—A. W. Morgan, SD factory manager, center, 
presents 15-year pins to two Convair veterans, B. A. Clemmens 
Dept. 31, left, and C. R. Phillips, Dept. 340, right. 


Hew Air Concept 
Creates Continuous 
Improvement in B-36 

(Continued from Page 1) 
is of good, solid design. So they 
take a critical look at it to find 
ways to improve what they al¬ 
ready have. 

“That’s what we’re doing every 
day with the B-36. 

“We know that we have a basi¬ 
cally sound, aerodynamically 
efficient air frame, and that it 
is capable of utilizing all the new 
improvements likely to be made 
by science and industry for some 
time to come. That’s why we say 
that the B-36 aircraft still has a 
substantial ‘built-in potential.’ 
In other words, its basic design 
is such that dt can take advan¬ 
tage of new developments as they 
come along. 

“That’s the reason for many 
of the changes we all work 
with every day. That’s why we 
went from the original model 
A airplane to the model B. And 
that’s why we’re now building 
the model D. Each model is 
newer and better than the one 
before, and incorporates the 
latest developments of Convair 
and the Air Force.” 

Convair, however, carries this 
idea one step further. When the 
Air Force receives its latest 
model B-36 bombers, it can re¬ 
turn earliest model airplanes to 
Convair, where they are modern¬ 
ized and made into B-36s with 
performance comparable to that 
of the latest airplanes coming 
off the assembly lines. 

This portion of the B-36 pro¬ 
gram is so far as is known, the 
first such project in the history 
of the aircraft industry. 

When an aircraft company is 
dealing with bombers as large 
and complex as are necessary to 
accomplish the strategic bombing 
missions of the Air Force it goes 
into a project involving work 
over several years and costs 
amounting to many millions of 
dollars between the time it starts 
design and the time the first 
production model flies. 

“With the continuous and con¬ 
current method being used on the 
B-36,” Ryan pointed out, “we al¬ 
ways have coming off our assem¬ 
bly line B-36s which are the lat¬ 
est in production aircraft.” 


DEPARTMENTS FORMED 

Effective this month, Dept. 63 
at SD (B-36 Assembly) will be 
divided into three departments, 
B-36 Structure (Dept. 632), B-36 
Primary (Dept. 633), and B-36 
Final (Dept. 634). 


Newsreels Take 
First Shots Of 
Model B-36D 

First newsreel shots of the 
Convair B-36D, latest bomber 
equipped with four jet engines as 
well as six piston engines, were 
expected on the nation’s theater 
screens this week. 

Cameramen from three news¬ 
reel companies spent Wednesday, 
Sept. 6, at Convair FW making 
shots of the plane closeup, taxi¬ 
ing, taking off, in flight, and 
landing. Flight shots were made 
from a plane flying alongside. 

The newsreels were shot by 
Lee Orr, of San Antonio, with 
Fox Movietone News ;James Led- 
erer, of Austin, with Universal 
News, and H. K. Carrington, of 
Dallas, with Paramount News. 

Shooting at the same time for 
Convair were Robert Morse and 
Warren Kemmer, of the SD photo 
section, and F. E. Carlile and 
Robert Slawson, of the FW photo 
section. 


FW Square Dancers 
To Move Sept. 18 To 
New Meeting Place 

Convair FW square dancers 
will move inside Sept. 18, accord¬ 
ing to Commissioner Ross Car¬ 
ney. 

Dancers will return to the 
North Side Recreation Building 
for the winter season of regular 
Monday night sessions. One-hour 
classes for beginners will be con¬ 
tinued from 7 to 8 p.m. through¬ 
out the winter months. 

Carney also announced that 
the second annual jamboree has 
been tentatively set for Novem¬ 
ber. 


Rise m Cigarette 
Prices Absorbed 

Despite the recent one-cent 
increase in tax, price of cigar¬ 
ettes sold in vending machines 
at Convair FW will remain at 20 
cents, it was announced this 
week by H. G. Starkey, Convair 
Recreation Association president. 

CRA and the vending machine 
operator each agreed to absorb 
the one-cent increase in taxes, 
rather than to raise the price to 
Convair employees. CRA re¬ 
ceives a portion of the profits 
from all cigarettes sold in the 
machine to help support the ex¬ 
tensive CRA activity program, 
Starkey pointed out. 


Coiwairiely 

Published every other Wednesday by Convair’s Industrial Relations Department. 

Employee Activities Section, Eldon Frye, manager; Logan Jenkins, editor. 
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A Decade of Research 
Lies Behind XP5Y 
Flying Boat Design 

If the first Coronado flying boat (the XPB2Y-1) 
hadn't been as cranky as an Indian mustang, Convair 
might never have designed and built the XP5Y-1, the fly¬ 
ing boat that last month set a new record for turboprop 
aircraft. 

The story starts back in 1937 when Convair engineers 
were cursing the first of the Coronados and ruing the day 
they designed her. Built to fly some 46,000 pounds gross 
weight, the plane would scarcely leave the water with 



A LONG HISTORY—The XP5Y-I flying boat, shown here on one of early test flights while skim¬ 
ming San Diego bay, has history that goes back far beyond actual construction period. Research 
toward advanced hull design goes back over a decade and is intimately connected with develop¬ 
ment of Convair's Coronado flying boat of some years ago, shown below. 



40,000. 

She porpoised. That was the 
trouble. When loaded she bucked 
and lunged wildly over the water 
and altogether was a very un¬ 
happy airplane. 

“The plane is a bust. That 
hull will never carry weight,” 
some maintained. 

But a chunky, round-faced 
young engineer recently come to 
Convair from Martin Aircraft. 
had a hunch. He talked with 
such conviction to the “powers 
that were” that they listened. 
His plan was drastic. It involved 
literally sawing the airplane in 
half and rearranging the position 
of the steps in the hull. 

Desperate for a solution, the 
powers agreed and the young 
engineer, Ernest G. Stout (now 
assistant to the chief engineer at 
San Diego), felt his neck sudden¬ 
ly extend outward—about a mile 
out! 

“Why don’t we try this first 
with a model, a dynamic model 
that we can actually observe 
operating on water?” he rea¬ 
soned. But the powers wanted 
action and the big ship was haul¬ 
ed back into building 5 and the 
revision job began. 

Meanwhile, Stout couldn’t get 
the model idea out of his head. 
(In fact, to this day he still has 
models on the brain, and to good 
advantage, too!) One evening 
when he left the plant his coat 
bulged. Tucked inside were blue¬ 
prints and with them he started 
his own model. 

“Before long I was $600 in the 
red and realized the job required 
more facilities than my garage 
could offer,” Stout recalls. “So, 

I confessed my sins to Harry 
Sutton, who was then our assis¬ 
tant chief engineer, and Sutton 
with great kindness and fore¬ 


thought instructed me to bring 
my model to the plant and it 
would become a company proj¬ 
ect.” 

Although the die was cast, so 
far as the experimental Coronado 
was concerned, the model work 
w T ent forward concurrently and 
the midget plane, begun by 
Stout, was sent to the National 
Advisory Committee for Aero¬ 
nautics’ towing basin at Langley 
Field, Va. Tests there showed 
the new hull greatly superior and 
soon afterwards, the re-worked 
experimental Coronado proved it. 
Subsequent Coronados went on 
to fly with a gross weight of not 
just 46,000 but as much as 86,000! 

“The success of the revised 
Coronado was really incidental 
to the more important develop¬ 
ment of the dynamic model,” 
Stout relates. “For the first 
time, seaplane builders had a 
tool to replace rule of thumb 
and guesswork.” 

Soon afterwards, about 1938, a 
far-sighted Navy Bureau of Aero¬ 
nautics authorized a research 
program with models and gave 
direction to Convair. A two-year 
contract, it has been renewed 
regularly and continues to this 
day. There were few strings at¬ 
tached to hamper research and 
the objective was broad, merely 
to improve hull designs in the 
conviction that flying boats need 
not be slow, lumbering clunkers. 

The research program was 
Stout’s “baby” and many was the 
model built and tested behind a 
borrowed Coast Guard motor 
boat on San Diego bay. From 
those first crude efforts the basic 
idea of the XP5Y began to take 
shape. It would be a far cry 
from the old NC-4 type of hull 


that dominated flying boats right 
up to the Mars. It would have 
a high length-beam ratio. That 
is, it would be comparatively 
narrow and long. 

“Soon we got our own motor 
boat and we moved our testing 
grounds to the estuary adja¬ 
cent to the Naval Training 
Station at San Diego, where 
early morning calms and 
breezes later in the day offered 
a wide variety of conditions,” 
Stout recalls. “Our next big 
step was to power the models 
with gas engines and actually 
fly them by radio control.” 

By 1940 the progress with the 
model program was such as to 
win for Stout the Lawrence 
Sperry award for “the year’s out¬ 
standing contribution to aviation 
by a young man.” Stout then 
was still under 30. 

With the coming of war in 
1941, the estuary and the models 
saw less and less of Stout, who 
had been named head of aero¬ 
dynamics and flight testing, and 
more and more of a young engi¬ 
neer from Oklahoma A & M, 
H. E. Brooke, who ultimately 
took over the Hydrodynamics 
Group under Stout. 

Model testing continued during 
the war years toward a new fun¬ 
damental concept of hull design 
and in 1944 Convair and other 
companies were asked to submit 
plans for a new plane to replace 
the Navy’s Catalinas and Coro¬ 
nados. Convair submitted plans 
that followed the specifications 
but did so with a bold reserva¬ 
tion. Even if successful in the 
design competition, the company 
stated it would decline to build 
such an airplane, because it 
would be obsolete. As evidence 
to back this stand, Convair at¬ 
tached research data gathered by 
the Hydrodynamics Group. 

The contest was cancelled and 
in the fall of 1945 a new com¬ 
petition was called, one which 
Convair won with the plane that 


now is the XP5Y. The plans 
were drawn by Stout, Ralph Bay¬ 
less, chief of preliminary design, 
and F. H. Sharp, also of prelimi¬ 
nary design. 

The Navy ordered two of the 
new planes and in May, 1946, the 
company had a Letter of Intent 
and N. W. Bouley was named 
project engineer with Sharp as 
assistant. Work on the mockup 
began soon and actual construc¬ 
tion of the first boat was under 
way that fall. The following year 
when Bouley was named chief 
project engineer, Joe Famme, 
formerly project engineer on the 
XB-46, took over the boat pro¬ 
gram with Sharp continuing as 
assistant. 

Almost four years after re¬ 
ceipt of the Letter of Intent, 
the XP5Y-1 made its maiden 
flight, on April 18, 1950. Thus 
far, it has made eight flights, 
including a new record for 
turbo-prop aircraft of eight 
hours, six minutes, set Aug. 4. 
Its latest flight was on Aug. 
16. 

Meanwhile, Convair research 


Convair was not the only one 
seeking a new concept of hull 
design for flying boats. 

Prior to the outbreak of war, 
Convair wrote to DVL, German 
research center, for information 
as to German advances in sea¬ 
plane design. Months passed and 
Germany invaded Poland. A few 
days later a bulky package ar¬ 
rived at San Diego. Safely en 
route before war broke out, the 
package included reports indicat¬ 
ing that German engineers were 
on the same track as Convair, 
aiming at a hull of high length- 
beam ratio. 

After the German collapse in 
1945, Ernest G. Stout, Convair 


toward improved hulls did not 
end with the XP5Y, even though 
that plane represented a 300 per 
cent advance in efficiency over 
its predecessors. Far from it. 
Jet propelled, supersonic, water- 
based aircraft with seaworthiness 
and stability comparable to the 
best propeller-driven seaplanes is 
one of the goals Convair re¬ 
searchers have set for themselves. 



IN THE FUTURE—Convair re¬ 
search into hull design hasn't 
ended with XP5Y. Hull design 
shown here gives an idea of 
what lies ahead for water-based 
aircraft in transonic field. 


engineer, was a member of a 
U. S. Navy technical mission to 
Germany to exploit military de¬ 
velopment of the beaten nation. 
Stout’s objectives lay in the field 
of hydrodynamics. 

“If there were any doubters 
back in the states as to the prac¬ 
ticability of high length-beam 
ratio hulls, our findings in Ger¬ 
many convinced them,” Stout 
recalls. “The Germans had 13 
airplanes -already built and this 
gave us full scale evidence to add 
to the findings already gathered 
by the use of models.” 

The German ships had a ratio 
of length to beam of 8.7, com¬ 
pared to the figure of 10 which 
marks the XP5Y. 



A DIFFERENCE—These two models show development in con¬ 
figuration of Convair Coronado (XPB2Y-I). Upper model is original 
hull version which was unsatisfactory. Lower model illustrates how 
hull was changed to eliminate porpoising. 


German Research Paralleled Ours 
In Secret Hunt For Hull Design 



WORKING WITH MIDGETS—Largely by working with models such as these 
was XP5Y design for Navy flying boat developed by Convair. At left is free- 
flight model of XP5Y-I just prior to being released on self-propelled radio-con¬ 
trolled test flight in estuary near Convair SD plant. Center shows bridle tow 


technique developed at SD for testing small, unpowered survey models of super¬ 
sonic water-based aircraft prior to self-propelled tests. At right is XP5Y-I free- 
flight catapult model during landing stability tests. Tests such as these are part 
of Navy research program seeking improved hull designs. 
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FROZEN ACTION—Camera catches tense moments at rodeo staged at Fort 
Worth by members of CRA Roping Club. At left O. L. Kelley (Dept. 20-3) spins 
loop over racing calf while in center J. L. Wright (Dept. 31) rides uneasily on 


hurricane deck but stayed on to win bareback riding contest. Photo at right shows 
Raymond Mims (Dept. 61) in unusual action shot. Note horse with all four feet 
off ground while calf also is flying except for a singje hoof. 


Ten-Year 6oal Realized as FW 
Man Receives College Degree 


Neither a war nor a flood could 
dampen the determination of one 
Convair FW worker who was 
determined to get a college edu¬ 
cation. 

When D. M. Anderson, 29-year- 
old turret lathe operator in Dept. 
30, received his diploma at Texas 
Christian University graduation 
exercises last week, he and his 
young wife both heaved a sigh 
of relief. 

For the diploma had been a 
goal set by Anderson at high 
school graduation exercises 10 
years ago. Then World War 
II caused him to postpone the 
thought. He joined the Army 
and served 3»/ 2 years, most of 
the time in New Caledonia. 



REACHES GOAL—Ten years 
ago, D. M. Anderson, Dept. 30, 
resolved to get a college edu¬ 
cation. After delays of a war, 
a flood and other setbacks, An¬ 
derson reached that goal last 
week when he received a degree 
from TCU. 


After his discharge, he set out 
once more to work toward his 
goal. He enrolled at TCU under 
the GI Bill, determined to com¬ 
plete a four-year course in three 
years. But in May, 1949, Ander¬ 
son was busy preparing term 
themes, studying for final exams 
and sending out graduation invi¬ 
tations for June exercises, when 
swirling flood waters descended 
on the Linwood home of Ander¬ 
son and his bride, Norma Lurene. 
New furniture, wedding presents, 
an automobile, and Anderson’s 
important school work were all 
lost. 

Once more the young veteran 
was forced to postpone his educa¬ 
tion. He • came to work at Con¬ 
vair and he and Norma Lurene 
enrolled in night school, more 
determined than ever. And they 
never grew bitter over their hard¬ 
ships. 

That’s why last week was an 
important one in the lives of the 
young couple. Anderson received 
his degree in physical education 
and began once more to plan for 
the future. Next goal will be 
Norma Lurene’s degree, which 
she will receive in 1951. Then the 
couple would like to enter the 
teaching profession together. 

But this week the heart¬ 
breaks of the last few years 
are forgotten. The Andersons 
are in Mexico City and Aca¬ 
pulco on their first vacation in 
four years. When they return 
they may begin drawing plans 
for the new home which they 
hope to build next spring. And 
it will take more than a war, 
a flood or heartbreaks to 
change their plans. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 



SAFE BREAK—Within two days, two Convair FW Dept. 82 
workers who work only 50 feet apart were saved from possible 
blindness because they had faithfully followed instructions of their 
foremen and were wearing safety glasses at a crucial moment. Here 
L. D. Tunnell Sr., right, is shown with sanding shaft which broke and 
struck his goggles. G. B. Day holds broken goggles which he was 
wearing when a piece of steel struck them. 



HE GOT THE BIRD —Ray 
Yater (Dept. 401 SD) takes a 
peek to see how new apprentice 
is making out with lunch. "New 
hire," presumably slated for Flight 
after he learns shop routine, 
made himself at home in Tool 
and Die. 


New Hire With 
Wings Shows Up 
At SD Tooling 

Tool and Die at SD has a 
new hire that isn’t on the pay¬ 
roll and spends his time flit¬ 
ting from one job to another. 
He flits so much that A. J. 
Thursam, assistant foreman, 
has a hard time keeping track 
of him. 

The new hire is a sparrow 
that arrived without a tool kit 
and mighty thirsty Friday, Aug. 
25. Jim Evans (Dept. 401 SD) 
filled a tin plate with water for 
him (which he consumed in 
several hasty gulps) and Ray 
Yater dug up some crumbs 
(which followed the water). 


“On the afternoon of his 
first day he flew over to Jigs 
and Fixtures on some errand 
of his own but Monday morn¬ 
ing he was on the job bright 
and early, looking for Evans 
and Yater,” Thursam reported. 
“He makes his headquarters 
close to those crumbs.” 


Industrial Relations was un¬ 
decided at press time whether 
or not to enroll him for the 
induction program. There was 
some talk about transferring 
him to Flight. 


Ryan Club Host For 
Next Meeting at SD 

Annual joint meeting of Con¬ 
vair, Ryan and Solar Manage¬ 
ment Clubs at San Diego will be 
held Oct. 18 in the San Diego 
Hotel. Host club will be Ryan. 


AF Officers Work Full Year At 


FW Plant Studying 

Two Air Force officers last 
month completed a full year’s as¬ 
signment to study how the Air 
Force buys its B-36 bombers, and 
how the Convair FW division 
builds them. 

They are Lt. Col. R. H. Mc- 
Cutcheon and Capt. C. E. Gault, 
who in August completed the 
most extensive such study ever 
made at Convair FW. 

“The year has been one of the 
most interesting and most en¬ 
lightening of our years in the 
Air Force,” said Col. McCutcheon, 
“and we certainly want to ex¬ 
press our thanks to Convair man¬ 
agement and to all the Convair 
folk who were of invaluable as¬ 
sistance to us.” 

McCutcheon left for Air Mate¬ 
riel Command Headquarters, Day- 
ton, Ohio, where he will serve in 
the Directorate of Procurement 
and Industrial Planning. Gault 
went to report for duty at the 
St. Louis Area Procurement 
Office. 

The two AF officers, dressed 
in civilian clothes and wearing 
Convair identification badges, 
worked from a week to a month 
in each department of the plant, 
spending time with department 
heads and key personnel within 
each department. 

Their studies of policies, pro¬ 
cedures and operating methods 
were guided by the Industrial 
Engineering Department under 
D. J. Clow with Budge V. Lee 
directly assigned to assist them 
through much of the period. 

Col. McCutcheon, a native of 
Bishop, Va., is a senior pilot who 
served in a medium bombardment 
group in the Southwest Pacific 
in 1942-43, and whose honors in-" 
elude the Air Medal, Air Com¬ 
mendation Ribbon and Legion of 
Merit. He holds a master’s de- 


Methods 

gree in Business Administration 
from Harvard Graduate School. 

Capt. Gault, whose home is in 
Kansas City, Mo., went into 
Army service in 1941, became an 
Air Force observer in 1943, and 
served overseas in the ETA as 
navigator in a heavy bombard¬ 
ment unit from Nov., 1944, to 
Aug., 1945, for which he was 
awarded the Air Medal. He is a 
graduate of the University of 
Kansas, and holds a master of 
science degree in industrial engi¬ 
neering at Ohio State. 

Convair Han's Son 
First Fort Worth 
Casualty in Korea 

The first Fort Worth man re¬ 
ported killed on the Korean bat- 
tlefront was the son of a Convair 
FW worker, James A. Walker, 
Dept. 50, Walker’s 17-year-old 
son, Infantry Pvt. Joe C. Walker, 
was killed in action in Korea, 
Aug. 2. 

Private Walker was serving 
with the 29 th Infantry regi¬ 
ment, and had been on occupa¬ 
tion duty in Okinawa before 
going to the battlefront. 

“He had always had his heart 
set on joining the Army—and he 
did, even though he was only 16,” 
his father said. 

The father asked CONVAIRI¬ 
ETY to express his thanks to 
many Convair friends for their 
sympathy and understanding. 

In addition to his parents, the 
young soldier is survived by two 
sisters, Jean Agnes, 6, and Eliza¬ 
beth, 5; twin brothers, Johnny 
Anthony and Charles Edward, 3; 
grandmothers, Mrs. Clara Ham¬ 
lin and Mrs. Mollie Walker, both 
of Fort Worth. 



STUDY TOUR ROUTE—Three groups of new Air Force second 
lieutenants toured Convair FW in August and September as part 
of the AF's program to familiarize them with AF operations. In all, 
about 160 new officers from Lackland AF Base, San Antonio, in¬ 
spected B-36 production. Here Budge Lee of Industrial Engineering 
shows route through plant to Lt. G. L. May, one of trainees; Capt. 
L. A. Gillilland group leader; and Maj. H. H. Woods, of Carswell 
AF Base, who served as guide during the officers' stop at Carswell, 
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CALIFORNIA SUNFLOWER 
—Kansas hasn't a thing on L. S. 
(Scotty) Waller, Dept. 250 SD, 
who stands alongside this giant 
sunflower he grew in backyard 
of Linda Vista home. 


/■tFWPf R?Oa/ 


A PEACH OF A PEACH—That's not a softball but a peach 
that these Dept. 250 SD girls are holding. It was grown in yard of 
Minnie M. Blakeley. Left to right, Mary DiPac, Beatrice Frank, Miss 
Blakeley, Betty Stagnaro, Helen Bacholcky, Reva Bagu. 


“Except for the maid, nobody’s 
lived in the old place since we 
closed it last year.” 


'PRIZE CREW’ TO 
MAH EIGHTH'S 
FIRST B-36D 

A “prize crew” has been se¬ 
lected to man the Eighth Air 
Force’s first B-36D, Convair’s 
newest production model powered 
by four jet engines in addition 
to six piston priven engines. 

Lt. Clarence F. Horton Jr.’s 
26th Bomb Squadron crew based 
at Carswell Air Force Base was 
selected to man the new plane 
after competition among com¬ 
bat crews on the base. The “prize 
crew” has shown the “best prog¬ 
ress in training in the past few 
months,” according to the 26th 
Squadron’s commander, Lt. Col. 
Howard F. Hugos. 

The keys were turned over to 
Lt. Horton by Brig. Gen. C. S. 
Irvine, Carswell commander. 

Horton is a 1946 West Point 
graduate and son of a retired Air 
Force colonel and command pilot. 


COLLEGE MEN—Members of Convair's scholarship-fellowship 
program mixed pleasure with work during summer session at SD. 
In photo above (taken by James Piper, Dept. 6 SD) they attend 
beach party at La Jolla with dates and friends. That is Herb 
Rubottom, Education supervisor, at guitar. In lower photo trainees 
representing five different universities receive scholarship-fellowship 
keys from SD Chief Engineer Frank Fink. Left to right, Robert Holt, 
Walter Reeder, Richard Miller, Fink, Warner Lowe, Richard Meleney, 
Richard Martin, Bert MacFarlane. Students spend 37 weeks with 
Convair, working in different sections of Engineering and spending 
most time in gaining practical experience in their specialty. Program 
is sponsored by Convair to assist picked engineering students to 
mix field work with academic studies. 


Texas Size 


Convair Pilot Works With AF In 
Air Safety Research Program 


Nature Works 
Overtime For 
SD Gardeners 

Convair SD held two claims 
for “the biggest” this week, 
claims more typical of Texas 
than California. Oddly enough, 
both came from Dept. 250 at SD. 

One was a sunflower large 
enough to make a Kansan home¬ 
sick and the other was a peach 
the size of a softball. 

‘Maybe there have been sun¬ 
flowers bigger, but I never saw 
them,” L. S. (Scotty) Waller said 
as he showed off an 11-foot stalk 
in his Linda Vista backyard. 

The flower is about a foot 
across. I grew it, but mainly by 
accident. I had some seed left 
over from feeding pet parrakeets 
and planted them for fun.” 

Minnie M. Blakeley was so in¬ 
terested in the house she was 
buying at 3711 Adams Avenue 
in San Diego that she paid scant 
attention to the yard until re¬ 
cently. Then she realized she had 
two peach trees and one of them 
was no ordinary tree. 

“Here is a sample of the fruit,” 
she said, displaying a peach al¬ 
most too big to hold in one hand. 
“It weighs over a pound and is 
over 14 inches around. Can you 
beat it?” 

Minnie came to Convair in 1944 
and during the years has been 
assigned to a variety of jobs 
ranging from the parts plant to 
heat treat. 

“When I graduated from Bal¬ 
boa pre-factory training my cer¬ 
tificate read that I ‘would try 
anything,’ and I’ve certainly had 
a chance to do just that.” 


A. S. (Doc) Witchell, veteran 
Convair FW B-36 pilot, will re¬ 
turn to Convair FW next month 
after three months’ work with 
the Air Force on flight safety 
research. 

Witchell is the Convair repre¬ 
sentative currently assigned to 
the Directorate of Flight Safety 
Research, Norton Air Force 
Base, San Bernardino, Calif. 

Among other things, Witchell 
is a member of the Air Force 
team which goes to the sites of 
all Air Force bomber crashes to 
investigate and make a deter¬ 
mination of the probable causes. 

In this capacity, he recently 
assisted in the Air Force investi¬ 
gation of the B-29 bomber crash 
north of Lake Worth. 

“Purpose of all this work,” ac¬ 
cording to B. A. Erickson, FW 
manager of Flight, “is to devise 
ways and means of building and 
operating aircraft in the safest 
possible manner.” 

At this time, the flight safety 
research unit is engaged in a 
study of cockpit arrangements on 
various types of aircraft with a 
view toward arriving at stan¬ 
dardization of cockpit arrange¬ 
ment on all Air Force planes of 
a given type. 

“If you’ll stop and think how 
awkward some of us are when 


we step from our car to drive 
someone else’s car, you’ll have 
a good idea of what confronts 
the pilot. 

“In the automobile, at least, 
all the important controls are in 
approximately the same place— 
the steering wheel, the brake, the 
accelerator and so on. 

“But in the airplane, there are 
many more controls. There are 
the stick, the pedals, the throt¬ 
tles, the flaps, nose steering, 
automatic pilot—and I could go 
on and on. And it seems that 
except for a few fundamental 
items, they’re all in a different 
place on every airplane. 

“On one ship, the flap con¬ 
trol will be on the floor. On 
another it will be on the ceil¬ 
ing. You can easily see how a 
pilot might reach for the wrong 
control in event of an emer¬ 
gency if he were not thorough¬ 
ly in the habit of flying that 
particular airplane.” 

Witchell recently found himself 
assigned by the flight safety re¬ 
search unit to represent its inter¬ 
ests in flying safety in the Air 
Force mock up board’s inspec¬ 
tion of the proposed new flight 
deck arrangement for the B-36. 

Accompanying Witchell on his 
extended stay at San Bernardino 
is Mrs. Witchell. 


TROUBLE SHOOTERS—If something goes awry in complex 
electrical system of a B-36 at Convair FW, specialists such as these 
are likely to find it in short order. Shown boning up are W. D. 
Gamble, Dept. 61, and H. T. Cushman, Dept. 50, at left, who are 
being given a run-down by Dick Howard, education section trouble¬ 
shooting instructor, at specially-built instruction board. 

150 Electrical Engineers at FW 
Learn to Trouble-Shoot B-36s 


Navy Orders Arrive 
For Dad Two Days 
After New Baby Son 

The stork and the postman 
brought separate greetings to one 
Convair FW employee within 
two days. On Aug. 24, L. A. 
Smith of Dept. 12-4, became the 
father of a 6 pound, 8 ounce baby 
son, Byron Jackson. Two days 
later the postman delivered him 
orders to report for active duty 
in the Navy on Aug. 31. 

“The orders could have come 
at a better time,” said Smith. 
He is also the father of a SV 2 - 
year-old girl, Cherie, and a 2- 
year-old boy, Scott. The new 
baby is named after Smith’s 
father, O. J. Smith, Dept. 24. 

Smith served 13 months in Eu¬ 
rope in World War II as a ma¬ 
chinist mate first class. He came 
to work at Convair in 1947 and 
previously worked here before he 
left for World War II service. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. There is an activity 
tailor made for your enjoyment. 
Turn to page 2 and look them 
over. 


Electrical installations, opera¬ 
tions and trouble shooting cover 
a broad field when you consider 
the scores of electrically acti¬ 
vated motors, instruments and 
other pieces of equipment on 
Convair B-36 bombers—and when 
you consider the more than 27 
miles of electrical wiring in each 
airplane. 

So broad, in fact, that 150 elec¬ 
trical engineers, installers and 
trouble shooters of both Convair 
FW and SD are now attending 
classes at Convair FW two and 
one-half hours each day learning 
things that they can use in their 
work the remainder of the day. 

Now in operation are five 
classes in electrical operations 
and trouble shooting, with H. 
Clark, R. K. Howard Jr., and 
G. L. Marchesseau Jr., serving as 
instructors, and six classes in 
electrical installations taught by 
D. P. Bender and W. W. Small- 
ing. 

The electrical classes^ are 11 
among the 31 currently being 
conducted by the Convair Educa¬ 
tion section. Courses range from 
supervisory development to study 
of highly complicated electronic 
engine analyzers. 

Neat trick was worked out in 
the electrical classes when elec¬ 
tricians studying electrical instal¬ 
lations built, as a part of their 
practical shop training, a set of 
demonstration boards which dup¬ 


licate, on a small scale, various 
electrical systems on the air¬ 
plane, such as the flap control 
system, fuel valve and refueling 
valve, oil cooling controls, elec¬ 
tronic mixture control and so on. 

Building the boards, which ac¬ 
tually operate, teaches the elec¬ 
tricians how the systems are 
hooked-up in the airplane. But 
it does more, too. It provides the 
boards which are used subse¬ 
quently by other electricians in 
the electrical operations and 
trouble shooting classes. 

“Trouble shooting” means just 
what it says, finding the trouble 
as quickly as possible, and deter¬ 
mining what’s necessary to rem¬ 
edy the difficulty. 

So instructors, when the trouble 
shooters aren’t on hand, cut a 
wire, pull a connection loose or 
otherwise render one of the oper¬ 
ating systems useless. The “dam¬ 
age” is done behind the boards 
where the electricians are unable 
to see. It’s their job, then, from 
their store of knowledge of elec¬ 
tricity and aircraft, to analyze 
the difficulty and trace the 
trouble to its source—all without 
benefit of seeing back of the 
board. 

It is much the same process as 
they would use on the airplane, 
where much of the wiring and 
many of the installations are out 
of sight after having been in¬ 
stalled. 
















































convairietv 


September 13, 1950 


Page 6 



CONVAIR TO HOLLYWOOD 
—This little resembles identifi¬ 
cation card photo of Lena Clark 
when she worked at Convair FW 
as stenographer in experimental 
building in 1947. Now known as 
Cheryll Clark in Hollywood, she 
already has appeared in bit parts 
in a couple of movies. She first 
obtained nation-wide publicity 
from photo showing her model¬ 
ing only fur bra known in world! 

FW Couple Married 
In Home Ceremony 

J. R. Boyd, Convair FW Dept. 
27-5, and Doris Dressett of Bal¬ 
linger, Tex., were married Sept. 
1 at a home ceremony in Fort 
Worth. 

Glen Blacklock, Dept. 50, was 
best man at the wedding. After 
a short trip, the Boyds are at 
home at 2710 Avenue “A” in 
Fort Worth. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 


B-36 to Appear On 
Air Mail Envelope 

A picture of the B-36 will be 
printed on a new six-cent air 
mail stamped envelope to be is¬ 
sued for the first time Sept. 22 
in conjunction with the American 
Air Mail Society convention in 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

The B-36 will appear only on 
envelopes issued the first day and 
will thereafter become collector’s 
items, according to Gene Fouts, 
CRA stamp commissioner. Con¬ 
vair collectors may obtain a first 
day cover by leaving an order at 
the Employee Services Section, 
at either SD or FW, by Sept. 18. 
Each envelope will be 40 cents. 


Family Possessions 
Destroyed by Fire 

On Aug. 23—only three days 
after a Convair FW assembler, 
V. J. Fry, Dept. 50, moved his 
family to FW from Gatesville, 
Tex., to be near his job, a fire 
destroyed all their household 
possessions in their newly rented 
apartment. 

Mrs. Fry was in the apartment 
alone at the time of the blaze. 
Asleep in a downstairs apart¬ 
ment was a Convair second shift 
worker, W. T. Hill, Dept. 27-9. 
Both escaped uninjured. 

B-36 Color Photos 
Feature Magazines 

Color photographs of the Con¬ 
vair B-36 are featured in Sep¬ 
tember issues of two nationally 
distributed magazines just out. 

In National Geographic, the B- 
36 gets a two-page spread. In 
a U. S. Army magazine called 
“Life of the Soldier and the Air¬ 
man,’’ the mammoth B-36 tail 
comes out in full color on the 
cover. Both color shots were 
made by F. E. Carlile, Convair 
FW photography supervisor. Also 
in the same issue is a color shot 
of XF92A taken by Warren Kem- 
mer of SD’s photo laboratory. 



TURBOLINER NACELLE — Close-up of nacelle of Turboliner 
under construction at Convair SD where Allison 501 (T-38) turbo¬ 
prop engine will be mounted. Openings in bulkhead are for anti¬ 
icing air ducts and at right is ten-gallon self-pressurizing oil tank. 
One of three engine mounts is shown at left. 



PARTS PICKING—Ethiopian Air Lines and Convair get their 
heads together in this serious session to pick spare parts for EAL's 
two Convair-Liners. Left to right, Mrs. Jack Northup and Pat 
Bigford (EAL), Bert Wiest and Mike Williams (Convair), Bill Cope¬ 
land (EAL), E. F. Sherrod (Convair parts sales supervisor), Vic Harrell 
(EAL), Ed Griffin (Convair), Jack Northup (EAL). 

Airline Men Prepare Convairs 
For Year of Ethiopian Flying 


Convair experience blended 
with air line requirements this 
week to continue the job of pro¬ 
visioning two Convair-Liners for 
Ethiopian Air Lines. 

“Provisioning” means selecting 
the supply of spare parts which 
will be needed when the ships are 
operating on Ethiopian Air Lines’ 
routes in Africa, the Middle East 
and India. It is no small task, 
in view of the fact that a list of 
some 9,000 separate items is in¬ 
volved. 

The job of selecting falls to 
Ethiopian Air Lines staff at San 
Diego, headed by Vic Harrell, 
operations manager for the line, 
with John Northup Jr., purchas 
ing and stores supervisor; Bill 
Copeland, chief inspector (who 
incidentally, is a native San 
Diegan), and Dale (Lefty) Hun- 
gerford, chief mechanic. 

“We’ve had valuable assis¬ 
tance from Convair’s Service 
representatives, who sit in and 
give their experience with other 
air lines that operate under 
conditions similar to ours,” 
Northup explained. Convair 
representatives include E. J. 
Griffin (former Service repre¬ 
sentative with CATC in China 
and scheduled for the same 
position with Ethiopian Air 
Lines, Bert Wiest (formerly 
Service representative for 
Orient Airways at Pakistan) 
and Mike Williams of Parts 
Sales at S. D. 

“We are attempting to pro¬ 
vision effectively and in suffi¬ 
cient quantity to provide for 
a one-year supply,” Northup 
continued. “That requires a 
good deal of crystal gazing.” 

Roughly a third of the Convair 
parts list has been studied thus 
far, item by item, and individu¬ 
ally discussed, ordered in quan¬ 
tity or limited number, or passed 
over as not required. When the 
provisioning program has been 
completed, the parts will be ship¬ 
ped to Addis Abeba, headquar¬ 
ters for the line, to be used as 
required. Some of the spares 
will be carried aboard the air¬ 
planes themselves, while others 
probably will go by surface trans¬ 
portation. 

Ethiopia’s two planes, pur¬ 
chased from Airfleets, Inc., and 
currently in work at San Diego. 
They now are in building 2, being 


brought up to date on late modi¬ 
fications and improvements. 

Ethiopian Air Lines was organ¬ 
ized in 1945 and began operations 
in 1946. The line is owned by 
the Ethiopian government and 
managed by a small group of 
Trans World Airline executives. 
W. G. (Swede) Golien, widely 
known airline man, is general 
manager and Woody Wilson is 
secretary and treasurer. 

With a current fleet of nine 
planes, the line flies about 7,000 
miles of regular routes, fanning 
out from Addis Abeba north to 
Cairo, south to Nairobi and east 
to Karachi and Bombay. Charter 
flights are made as far west as 
Nigeria, with regular schedules 
serving all parts of internal 
Ethiopia. 


CRA Ice Skaters At 
FW Resume Weekly 
Sessions on Sept. 19 

CRA-sponsored ice skating ses¬ 
sions for Convair FW second 
shift employees and members of 
their families will begin Sept. 19 
at Will Rogers Coliseum, Fred 
Bates, ice skating commissioner, 
announced this week. 

Second shift employees and 
members of their families may 
skate free of charge from 1 to 3 
p.m. each Tuesday by presenting 
their Convair identification card 
at the Coliseum. Air Force per¬ 
sonnel on duty at Convair FW 
and members of their families 
also will be admitted upon pres¬ 
entation of proper identification. 

First shift skating opened 
Sept. 5 with a figure skating and 
ice dancing session. Skaters will 
meet from 7 to 8 p.m. each Tues¬ 
day and may remain for the pub¬ 
lic session from 8 to 10:15 p.m. 

Friday nights are Convair fam¬ 
ily nights. The ice will be open 
only to Convair and Air Force 
families from 7 to 8 p.m. with 
permission to remain for the 
public session from 8 to 10:15 
p.m. Convair or Air Force iden¬ 
tification cards must be present¬ 
ed at all CRA sessions. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 



mr 

m 

pi 


“Operator, I was talking to my 
wife when we were cut off—I 
just want to say thanks very 
much.” 


48 Players Enter Plant-wide 
Net Tourney at Fort Worth 


The Convair FW plant-wide 
tennis tournament was scheduled 
to get under way last week, with 
48 players entered at press time. 

Events include mixed doubles, 
women’s singles, men’s singles, 
and men’s doubles. 

Forty players signed up for 
the men’s singles and doubles 
events. Fred Brown, defending 
champion, and winner for the 
past three years, is seeded No. 1 
in the singles, followed by Phil 
Mahaffey, W. L. Bradley and 
Bill Ravenscroft. Latter is a 
former SD champion. 

Favored to win the doubles 
crown are last year’s champions, 
Brown and Frank Caldarola. Ex¬ 
pected to turn in good matches 
are the teams of Bradley and 
Ravenscroft, Mahaffey and 



“Maybe you think I don’t get 
sick of looking at you some¬ 
times.” 


Charles Cearley, C. J. Hall and 
Fred Hopton-Jones. 

Eight players had signed up 
for women’s singles matches. 

The tournament is expected to 
be completed by the end of the 
month, with CRA trophies to be 
awarded the champions. 


Jensen Dominates 
Pistol Shoot Field 

Harold Jensen of Dept. 403 SD 
dominated August pistol shoot¬ 
ing among members of the CRA 
Club at San Diego, taking first 
in Class A over the Camp Perry 
Police Course and first in 20-shot, 
center fire, slow fire match. 

Jensen’s score over the police 
course w'as 292. He was followed 
by Clark Kerr (Dept. 6) who 
took Class B honors with a 280) 
score and Gerald Marcello (Dept. 
31) who was first in Class C 
with 244. 

In the 20-shot event, Jensen 
fired a 180 while W. L. Dittmann 
(Dept. 403) won Class B with 
168 and Jim Half acre (Dept. 235) 
was first in Class C with 134. 

In a novelty addition to the 
August shoot, Mrs. H. M. Belcher 
(Dept. 101) won a prize of Mexi¬ 
can pottery for the highest 
novelty score. 



"DISASTER" AT SEA—When C. B. Carroll and R. H. Shick of SD Engineering 
and C. G. Peterson of Airsupply Co. pick place for breakdown at sea they show 
judgment and some might say foresight. On recent weekend expedition to Cata¬ 
lina aboard Carroll's 26-foot cruiser all went well until return trip Sunday when 
boat's engine failed. Towed back to Avalon for repairs they thus were "forced" 
to spend extra day afloat and returned late Monday. In view of suspicion sur¬ 


rounding "enforced" holiday, trio presents this picture series more or less proving 
sequence of events. Reading from left: Carroll at wheel with Peterson questioning 
his navigation and fearing landfall is Japan; Carroll with albacore, designed to 
prove cruise had a purpose; cruiser under tow to Avalon; back at SD Yacht Club; 
Carroll and Shick attempting to prove exposure to elements. Concensus: Avaloq 
has few competitors as good place to be marooned! 
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SD to Resume 
League Play 
In Badminton 

Plans were laid this week for 
resumption of fall and winter 


SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS—Fred Hopton-Jones, left, and H. H. 
amilton, right, show each other score cards after winning first and 
second flight honors, respectively, in Convair FW Engineering de¬ 
partment golf sweepstakes tournament Aug. 26 at Ridgjea Golf 
Course. Hamilton, at 71, is plant's oldest golfer. 


BISHOP HEADS 
PISTOL TEAM 
IN CLOSE SHOOT 

Ash Bishop (Dept. 401), CRA 
shooting commissioner, this week 
headed the list of Convair SD’s 
pistol team that will rule for the 
next quarter. All five members 
of the team scored within six 
points of each other in recent 
competition for team positions. 

Bishop’s total was 751, a single 
point ahead of W. L. Dittman 
(Dept. 6) and H. L. Jensen 
(Dept. 403) who tied for second 
place. Russ Morrisette (Dept. 
235) was the fourth man with 747 
and Clark Kerr is the fifth mem¬ 
ber with 745. 

0. C. Banke, a veteran team 
member, did not compete this 
season. 

Runners-up were: J. J. Baxter 
(Dept. 3) with 727; A. P. Manino 
(Dept. 27) with 724; Jim Half¬ 
acre (Dept. 235), V. Sheppherd 
(Dept. 25) and C. Sheppherd 
(Dept. 25). 


TWICE WEEKLY 
BADMINTON FOR 
FW SCHEDULED 

Badminton season will open for 
Convair FW players Sept. 25 at 
the W. C. Stripling Junior High 
School gymnasium, with play 
scheduled each Monday and Wed¬ 
nesday night thereafter. 

The sessions will begin at 7 
p.m. and end at 10 p.m., accord¬ 
ing to Phil Mahaffey, commis¬ 
sioner. 

“We think the coming season 
will break all participation rec¬ 
ords of past years,” says Ma¬ 
haffey. “Good reason for the 
growing popularity is that both 
men and women can participate.” 

Expected to be on hand for 
opening games is Roy Harrison, 
last year’s plant champion, who 
^^Jbas been keeping trim this sum- 

er by playing in Dallas tourna¬ 
ments. Two dozen other Convair 
players have made plans to at¬ 
tend the Sept. 25 session. 

Mahaffey emphasized that the 
badminton sessions are open to all 
Convair families, and Air Force 
employees on duty at Convair 
and their families. 


Angler Gets Girl's 
Aid to Land Big 'un 

J. N. Ballard, Convair FW 
Dept. 12-4, third shift, probably 
set some kind of a fishing record 
on his recent vacation to Possum 
Kingdom lake. In one week of 
fishing, Ballard caught more than 
200 crappie, a 60-pound yellow 
catfish and a “mere” 18-pound 
catfish. 

“The bass just weren’t strik¬ 
ing,” moaned Ballard. It took 
both Ballard and his 12-year-old 
daughter Barbara Jan to land the 
60-pounder and numerous fish 
frys to consume it. 


71-Year-Old Golfer 
Takes Honors in FW 

Engineering League 

Fred Hopton-Jones and H. H. 
Hamilton took top honors at the 
Convair FW Engineering Golf 
League sweepstakes tournament 
Aug. 26 at Ridglea Golf Course. 

Hopton-Jones won the first 
flight event with a net 68. Ham¬ 
ilton, Convair’s 71-year-old crack 
golfer, outplayed his younger op¬ 
ponents to win the second flight 
with a net 62. 

Other players who turned in 
winning scores include: First 
flight, A. P. Madsen, 70; W. V. 
Kosiak, 71; Clint Bay and D. L. 
Weems, 73; second flight, A. A. 
Lanzara, 66; F. W. Giles, 67; 
E. V. Ellsworth Jr., 68; C. T. 
Jones, 69. Blind bogey winners 
were R. C. Matteson and Ben- 
hard Witte Jr. 

Golf balls were awarded the 
winning players. 


Table Tennis Team 
At SD Overwhelms 
Field in Tournament 

With 34 victories and a single 
loss, Convair SD’s table tennis 
team of Milt Wisdom (Dept. 3) 
and John Bergstrom (Dept. 6) 
were runaway winners in the In¬ 
dustrial Recreation Council table 
tennis team tournament. 

The event lasted over nearly 
two months’ time, with both sin¬ 
gles and doubles matches mark¬ 
ing play among the eight teams 
entered. The Ryan team finished 
second with 24 wins, 11 losses, 
and Rohr was third with 20 wins, 
15 defeats. 


“In addition to the Federal 
Building in Balboa Park, which 
is available the year ’round for 
play, Hoover High gym opened 
last night and Coronado High 
gym will be available after Sept. 
25,” Lockwood said. 

“Quite a number of beginners 
have taken up the game during 
the summer and we will welcome 
any others, whether beginners or 
advanced players. Our better 
players have volunteered to offer 
instruction to those that wish it.” 

Currently, regular play is being 
sponsored every Tuesday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Thursday evenings at 
Hoover High and every Thursday 
evening at the Federal Building. 
Some thought is being given, 
however, to changing the night 
at the Federal Building in order 
to improve court availability. 
Players were urged to inform 
Lockwood of their preference. 


RANCHO LINKS 
SCENE OF NEXT 
SD GOLF MEET 

A points play against par will 
attract Convair SD golfers to 
Rancho Santa Fe links, Sept. 23. 
The first tee will be reserved 
from 7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 
CRA Commissioner Russ Osgood 
and assistant Charlie Yater will 
be on hand to assign handicaps 
and help make up foursomes. 

The event, open to all Convair 
golfers, provides for merchandise 
awards in three different handi¬ 
cap divisions. The $2 fee covers 
both entry and greens fee. Under 
the points play system, bogeys 
are worth one point, pars two, 
birdies three, eagles five and 
holes in one ten. 

In addition to the individual 
event, four-man teams will com¬ 
pete for golf balls. Any depart¬ 
ment may have one or more 
teams and the smaller depart¬ 
ments may exchange players. 
Team members do not necessar¬ 
ily have to play in the same four¬ 
somes but identities must be de¬ 
clared before starting play. 


END OF SEASON—CRA at FW honored members of girls' 
softball team recently at end of successful season. Master of cere¬ 
monies at dinner was P. L. Wise who presented team trophy to 
Jack Brittain, team manager as well as CRA softball and baseball 
commissioner. Players received individual trophies. Shown are 
Brittain and team members Madge Thomas, Jane Richardson, Jo 
Harell, Christine Dennis, Jackie Kennedy, Jackie Johnson, Mary 
Bagby, Joan Admire, Eva Lee Carlton, Ann Atkeison, Georgia 
Williams. Not present for picture were Sue Johnson, Faye Nikirk, 
Colleen Keefer and Louise Holt, 


WHO GOES THERE?—While other, less serious hunters, may 
greet hunting, season by merely loading gun and taking to field, 
Mike Alianelli (Dept. 102 SD) follows no such simple method. "Be 
equipped for anything!" he advises. Photo shows Mike fully pre¬ 
pared for independent expedition. Knapsack carries collapsible 
canoe; contents of canteen will cure snake bite. On first day of 
dove hunting Mike ran. into electrical storm in San Diego back 
country and found even his careful preparations inadequate. "I 
should have packed a lightning rod!" he admitted. 


badminton league play at Con¬ 
vair SD. 


CRA Commissioner John Lock- 
wood announced that teams will 
be formed to represent Balboa 
Park, Hoover High, Ocean Beach 
and Coronado to compete against 
each other throughout the season. 
Team members will be decided by 
preliminary competition in men’s 
singles, men’s doubles and mixed 
doubles events. 


Heat and Electrical Storms 


Mark Opening of SD Hunting 


Opening of dove season for 
Convair SD hunters Sept. 1 
brought consistent reports of 
limits taken. 

Bulk of successful hunters 
journeyed to Imperial County, 
however, and ran into extreme 
heat that detracted somewhat 
from the pleasure of shooting. 
At least one case of heat pros¬ 
tration was reported among Con¬ 
vair SD sportsmen. 

Hunters who stayed closer to 
home and tramped the back coun¬ 
try of San Diego County had 
more trouble getting their limits. 
Some reported difficulty due to 
fog which hampered their efforts 
and others complained of smoke 
from brush fires and described 
the distractions of hunting dur¬ 
ing a severe electrical storm. . 

Dove season will continue 
through Sept. 30. Limit is ten 
per day and ten in possession. 

Deer season for archers began 
Sept. 3 and continued through 
Sept. 12 but no success had been 
reported by Convair SD archers 
at press time. Deer season with 
firearms starts Sept. 16 and will 
last through Oct. 15, with bag 
limits of one buck. Bear season 
carries the same dates. Big game 
shooting is from a half hour be¬ 
fore sunrise to a half hour after 
sunset. 

Convair SD sportsmen will be 
able to hunt pheasants starting 
Nov. 18 and lasting through Nov. 
27, with a limit of two male 
pheasants per day and ten per 
season. A pheasant tag must be 
attached to the leg of every bird 
taken. 

Brush and cottontail rabbit sea¬ 
son opened Sept. 1 and will last 
until Dec. 31, with a limit of four 
per day and four in possession. 


Jack rabbit season opened Sept. 
1 and extends to Dec. 3 with no 
bag limit. 

Quail season begins Nov. 18 
for most areas in the San Diego 
region, with bag limits of eight 
per day and eight in possession. 
Specific information on quail sea¬ 
sons may be obtained at Em¬ 
ployee Service Section, Indus¬ 
trial Relations Department, in 
the north end of Building 7 at 
SD. 


POURING IT ON—With tem¬ 
perature well over 100 degrees 
on opening days of dove season, 
George Spencer, left, and Gene 
Pasek of Industrial Relations SD, 
take time out to pour ice water 
over their heads while on Im¬ 
perial Valley hunt, 
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Convair 'C-Men' End First Year Operation With Million Dollar Profit 


HIGHLIGHTS—This photo series illustrates important links along chain of 
Convair FW's conservation program. No. I, blueprints which can be used no 
longer are run through this shredding machine by Oscar Micheaux. Shreds then 
are baled and used to pack B-36 parts for shipment. No. 2, George Johnson loads 
aluminum chips to ship to aluminum plant which pays 10 cents a pound. Two- 
week accumulation of chips is worth about $3,500. Eleanor Barber of reclamation 
group sorts rivets, clamps, what not from material swept off plant floor. Usable 
items are returned to production. No. 4, Bruce Bradford (left) and A. F. Peace, 


with help of crane operated by Bob Matthews, load aluminum scrap into rail car. 
No. 5, T-shaped extrusion was left over from previous order and sent to remnant 
stores on chance another order might require a short piece. Such an order did 
arise, and E. E. McCollum fills it with this remnant that otherwise might have been 
scrapped. No. 6, Convair specialists study ways and means to minimize scrap 
and surplus. Left to right, U. S. McGee, R. A. Saling, Supervisor T. P. Wall, W. B. 
Watkins, Hugh Pennington. 


Scrap Combed to Put 
Parts Back Into Use 


Orient Airways' Convairs Lead 
With 100 Per Cent Load Factor 

Orient Airways’ three Convair- 


Convair FW’s version of the 
Texas Rangers—Convair C-Men 
who try to keep B-36 parts and 
materials from becoming inmates 
of a scrap bin, and who rescue 
and rehabilitate as many as pos¬ 
sible of those which do—are cele¬ 
brating their first birthday this 
month. 

The C-Man stands for Conser¬ 
vation with a capital C, and the 
C-Men on their first birthday are 
proud as a new sheriff with a 
shiny new badge. 

And why not? Few law en¬ 
forcement agencies can boast of 
making a million-dollar profit 
in only one year of operation. 
But they can. 

That million dollars represents 
the approximate value of mate¬ 
rials and parts which they have 
“salvaged” from an inglorious 
end and put back into B-36 pro¬ 
duction. 

They were hunted down and 
put back to useful work by the 
fellows in the material conserva¬ 
tion section supervised by T. P. 
Wall in the Material department 
and by thousands of other con¬ 
servation-conscious Convair FW 
folk in all departments who have 
joined in the plant-wide material 
conservation effort. 

The material conservation sec¬ 
tion’s “birth” a year ago came 
as an outgrowth of the activities 
of the previous conservation com¬ 
mittee, which had functioned in 
a more or less informal fashion. 

“Material conservation” is a 
pretty dull sounding phrase. But 
when you stop to think that parts 
and materials corraled in this ef¬ 
fort in the course of a year would 
go a long way toward building a 
complet B-36 bomber—you’ve got 
a pretty interesting operation. 

The C-Men may be likened 
to the famed Texas Rangers in 
more ways than one. For in¬ 
stance, prevention group work¬ 
ers headed by W. B. Watkins 
make like a Ranger investigat¬ 
ing all factory department 
methods in an effort to track 
down the culprit: waste. They 
also “police” all established 
regulations concerning conser¬ 
vation and come up with pro¬ 


posals for new regulations 
which will help conserve B-36 
parts and materials. 

As all factory employees know, 
anything considered as “scrap” 
is collected in special containers 
throughout the plant. One con¬ 
tainer is for aluminum, one for 
stainless steel, one for magne¬ 
sium, another for paper, and so 
on. And then, too, the 160 acres 
of paved working space inside 
and outside the FW plant is 
swept periodically. But the 
sweepings aren’t dumped in the 
trash can, as you might do at 
home. 

Fact is, in the first year 
1,912,367 items were put back 
into useful work after having 
first landed in the “scrap” heap, 
and most of these had been swept 
up from the floor. 

After the scrap is collected, 
work has only begun. 

Sheet metal cut-offs for in¬ 
stance, are routed to the Rem¬ 
nant Stores group. There em¬ 
ployees sort and identify all rem¬ 
nants which might possibly be 
used. Then, when any order re¬ 
quires the use of raw material, 
the order is first sent to remnant 
stores to see if a remnant will 
fill the bill. 

How often scrap does fill the 
order is almost staggering: Of 
184,777 fabrication orders sent to 
Remnant Stores in a year, so- 
called “scrap” was was used to 
fill 92,868 of them, or about 49 
per cent. 

Scraps and parts which have 
been classed as obsolete, surplus 
or damaged are sent to the 
Reclamation Group headed by 
Jack Hussey. There employees 
review all parts for conformance 
to regulations, screen, sort and 
return all usable parts to stores, 
and forward the remainder to the 
Disposition Group. 

In addition, crates no longer 
needed after being used to ship 
items into the plant are torn 
down and the lumber salvaged. 
This source alone provided 
237,000 board feet of lumber 
used in the plant in a year. 

Even then they’re not through 
with the scrap. J. W. Doggett 


Mind Your I Words 
Suh! There's a 
Woman Present 

“How do you like the way 
we hung the pods last night?” 
Paul Osborn (Dept. 633 SD 
general foreman) remarked re¬ 
cently, referring, of course, to 
jet engines attached to a B-36 
at SD. 

“Why they did not!” Mary 
Williams, Dept. 633 clerk, ex¬ 
ploded indignantly, showing 
where her mind was. “We 
won—8 to 2!” 

(For the benefit of Fort 
Worth, San Diego has a ball 
club named the Padres.) 


Trophy Returned To 
Air Force Association 

The large Air Force Associa¬ 
tion trophy which has been on 
view at Convair FW for the last 
year was returned to the A FA 
recently for presentation to the 
1950 winner of the award at the 
AFA annual meeting in Boston. 

Trophy came to Convair FW 
last year after it was presented 
to Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice- 
president and Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion manager, R. C. Sebold, vice- 
president, Engineering, and R. H. 
Widmer, Convair FW chief de¬ 
sign engineer, in recognition for 
Convair’s work in development 
of the B-36. The trio now will be 
presented with smaller individual 
trophies. 


and the disposition group sort all 
the material which cannot be put 
back into work in the plant, and 
issue calls for bids, making cer¬ 
tain that the invitations for bids 
go to outside firms most likely to 
offer the best prices. 

Even “waste” paper is not 
wasted. The disposition group 
shreds old blueprints and sends 
it to the shipping department, 
where it is used in packing thou¬ 
sands of B-36 spare parts being 
shipped to Air Force bases. 

All this—and a lot more not 
covered in such a brief telling— 
makes material conservation a 
million-dollar-a-year business at 
Convair FW. 


Liners are operating with virtu¬ 
ally a 100 per cent load factor. 
They are booked two or three 
weeks in advance. 

That was the situation last 
month when Bert Wiest, Service 
representative with Orient, left 
to come home. He arrived in San 
Diego Aug. 18 after nearly a 
year at Karachi, Pakistan, head¬ 
quarters for Orient. 

“Orient has gradually increased 
their schedules and now are at 
six with talk of a seventh,” Wiest 
reported. “Four round trips a 
week link East and West Pakis¬ 
tan. Twice a week they fly Ka¬ 
rachi to New Delhi—then to Cal¬ 
cutta, Dacca and back to Karachi 
via New Delhi. Two other times 
a week they fly to New Delhi 
and reverse the order, flying to 
Dacca, then Calcutta and back 



BACK HOME —Bert Wiest, 
formerly Service rep. with Orient 
Airways in Pakistan, returns to 
SD after year abroad. 


via New Delhi. Saturdays there 
is a stop at Lahore, northwest 
of New Delhi.” 

Wiest said that performance 
has been excellent from the 
Convairs and that of the dozen 
ships Orient is operating, the 
Convairs are far ahead in 
profitable operation. 

In addition to the regular runs, 
Convairs have flown a number of 
charter trips, as far distant as 
the British Isles. Last fall Con¬ 
vairs flew 29 trips to Jeddah 
(birthplace of Mohammed) in 
Arabia near Mecca on the Red 
Sea, carrying pilgrims for the 
annual religious gatherings. 

Wiest’s description of life in 
Karachi is fervent. He lived in a 
Karachi hotel; never really be¬ 
came accustomed to local cooking 
(which banned pork or beef on 
religious grounds); found his 
chief recreation at movies (some 
really excellent Indian films with 
high quality photography); play¬ 
ed some golf (but the greens 
were sand and so were the fair¬ 
ways) ; visited the beaches o 
occasion (carefully avoiding thu 
times when schools of two-inch- 
long fish with semi-poisonous 
stingers attack bathers); picked 
up a working knowledge of the 
language (in self-defense, be¬ 
cause only a comparative few 
Pakastani speak English). 

“Transportation was a prob¬ 
lem until I bought a small 
British car,” he reported. 
“Taxis are very expensive,., 
there is a single street car 
line with a gasoline driven car 
on a track, and a few buses of 
limited service. Also, there are 
bicycle rickshas and hansom 
cabs, such as they have in 
Central Park in New York, 
though not so shiny. Up until 
July, gasoline for private cars 
was rationed to 16 gallons a 
month.” 

Wiest’s return ends a chapter 
that began in late March, 1949, 
when the first of Orient’s three 
Convairs left SD, the first de¬ 
livery flight by Convair crews 
outside the U. S. since war days. 

























PUBLIC DEBUT—These are among first flight pictures of RB-36 
reconnaissance bomber released. They were taken by Convair Pho¬ 
tographer Warren Kemmer during recent special flight at Fort Worth. 
Jet augmented RB-36 is equipped with most powerful cameras ever 
installed in an airplane and will serve as eyes and ears of Strategic 
Air Command. More photos on back page. 


Third Assistant Div. Mgr 
Named For Fort Worth 


New faces at Convair FW and 
familiar faces on new assign¬ 
ments gave the FW division air¬ 
craft design and production team 
an altered line-up this week. New 
faces were: 

August C. Esenwein as assis¬ 
tant division manager. 

William F. Ballhaus as chief 
of Engineering department's pre¬ 
liminary design group and Jacob 
H. Deitzer as assistant chief of 
Materials. 

Familiar face in new assign¬ 
ment was L. E. Whitten, pro¬ 
moted from plant engineering 
general supervisor to Mainte¬ 
nance superintendent. 

Familiar face in new job is 
C. L. Glover, promoted from buy¬ 


ing supervisor to general super¬ 
visor in charge of a new depart¬ 
ment, Sub-Contracts, Dept. 26. 

Esenwein, 44, joined Convair’s 
San Diego division recently as 
assistant to the assistant divi¬ 
sion manager. Immediately prior 
to that he was for several months 
a consulting engineer to the Kold- 
weld Corp., New York City. 

He was general manager of 
Piper Aircraft Corp., Lockhaven, 
Pa., during 1949. From 1946 to 
1949, he was executive vice-presi¬ 
dent and general manager of 
Aviation Maintenance Corp., Van 
Nuys, Calif. 

From 1942 to 1946, Esenwein 
served with the Air Force's Air 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Free Millions 
Given Chance 
To Sign Scroll 

The Crusade for Freedom— 
America's nation-wide campaign 
against Russian anti-democratic 
propaganda—will get under way 
in the Convair FW plant tomor¬ 
row, Thursday, Sept. 28. 

Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice^ 
president and FW division man¬ 
ager, said that each of the more 
than 18,000 employees will be 
given an opportunity Thursday 
and Friday to add their signa¬ 
tures to the millions already in¬ 
scribed on freedom scrolls 
throughout the nation. 

The Crusade for Freedom on 
a nation-wide scale was conceived 
by Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(Continued on page 3) 


CARGO-TRANSPORT 
VERSION OF XP5Y 
BEGUN AT SD 

Convair SD this week worked 
on a mock-up of a cargo-trans¬ 
port version of the XP5Y-1 and 
tooled up to meet a Navy produc¬ 
tion order for an undisclosed 
number of the turbo-prop flying 
boats. 

The new version has been desig¬ 
nated R3Y by the Navy, the first 
production flying boat built by 
Convair since the end of hostili¬ 
ties halted the output of Cata- 
linas. 

The R3Y will have a top speed 
of more than 350 mph and a 
gross weight exceeding 80 tons. 
It will be powered by four Alli¬ 
son T-40 gas turbine (jet) en¬ 
gines developing more than 550 
hp each, driving six-bladed con¬ 
tra-rotating propellers. In ap¬ 
pearance, the cargo-transport 
version will be similar to the 
XP5Y-1. 
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One Day s Pay Goal 
For Chest Drive at 
FW Starting Oct. 2 

Every Convair FW employee financially able to do so 
was urged this week to contribute one day’s pay to support 
the Red Feather agencies of the Community Chest. 


In arriving at how much to 
give, Chest officials ask that the 
individual figure out how much 
he would give if he were ap¬ 
proached individually by each of 
the 28 agencies, then contribute 
that amount to the overall fund 
which eliminates 28 separate 
campaigns by consolidating them 
into one. 

At Convair, as many employ¬ 
ees as possible were asked to 
contribute at least one day’s pay. 

Community Chest contributions 


Campaign posters bearing the 
campaign slogan reminded them 
that: 

“Love costs money . . . and 
the biggest part of every Com¬ 
munity Chest dollar is spent for 
children who can’t help them¬ 
selves." 

Opening of the drive in the 
Convair FW plant Monday, Oct. 
2, was announced by Ray O. 
Ryan, Convair vice-president and 
FW division manager, who urged 
all Convair men and women to 
contribute to the campaign to 
the best of their ability. 

The division’s quota was set 
by Community Chest at $28,000. 

M. L. Hicks, chairman for the 
plant-wide effort, said cards bear¬ 
ing each employee’s name will be 
in hands of all supervisors and 
foremen before the Monday, Oct. 
2, opening date. 

“Our goal is to contact each 
employee and have their contri¬ 
butions back in before end of 
the week—and to go as far 
over our $28,000 goal as we 
can," said Hicks. “I know we 
can do it if each one of us will 
only do his own little part of 
this job." 

City-wide, the Community 
Chest budget is $583,897, largest 
in history of the city. 

The funds support the 28 agen¬ 
cies of the Community Chest, in¬ 
cluding the Armed Forces Cen¬ 
ter for service men which was 
set up as result of contributions 
last year by Convair and Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base personnel. 

Red feather officials point out 
that biggest portion of every 
Community Chest dollar goes to 
help children through such agen¬ 
cies as the All Church Home, 
Children’s Hospital, Day Nursery, 
and the like. 


also support the work of the Sal¬ 
vation Army, Lena Pope Home, 
the Lighthouse for the Blind, 
Girls’ Service League, St. Te¬ 
resa’s Home and other institu¬ 
tions. 



NEW IDENTIFICATION—This 
is what Convair FW automobile 
identification stickers will look 
like when properly placed on 
windshields. When drivers re¬ 
ceive decals in mail, probably in 
next few days, they are asked to 
follow directions and place them 
two inches from bottom of wind¬ 
shield, and centered before seat 
next to driver. Drivers not re¬ 
ceiving decals in first mailing are 
asked to await further instruc¬ 
tions. 


Convair Son Sees For Himself How Children Live at Lena Pope Home 


(Editor’s Note: Following 
story of a 10-year-old Convair 
son’s visit to Lena Pope Home 
in FW is as accurate a record 
as CONVAIRIETY staffer 
Jean Goggans could get down 
on paper. Lad is son of Jack 
Owens, Convair FW Dept. 27-8, 
who himself spent childhood in 

such a home.) 

* * * 

I’m Billy Jack Owens and I 
guess I’m pretty lucky ’cause my 
Dad works at Convair and takes 


care of my mother 'n me 'n three 
brothers. 

Dad says all kids aren’t as 
lucky as me. Some of ’em have 
to live in a special home for kids. 
That’s because they haven’t got 
a father and mother like me. Or 
maybe their father and mother 
don’t live together 

(Note: Inhabitants of Lena 
Pope Home, supported in part by 
Convair employee contributions 
to Community Chest, are not all 
orphans. Some are even more 


unfortunate, in some respects. 
They come from broken homes, 
are wards of the courts, or just 
“not wanted.") 

I guess Dad knows all about it, 
’cause when he was a kid, he 
didn’t have any father and 
mother to live with. He lived in 
a place like the Lena Pope Home. 
So when I got a chance to go 
through the Lena Pope Home, I 
did. 

A kid named Joe showed me 
around. Joe lives there, and if 


he couldn’t live there, I guess he 
wouldn’t have a place to live. 

First, Joe took me up to meet 
Ki Aldrich. He’s the super, and 
is he keen! Ki was All-American 
at T.C.U. All-American! Gee! 

Ki told about the 250 kids at 
the home, and how Fort Worth 
folks keep up the home and some 
other places with money they 
give to the Community Chest. 
Then Joe started showing me 
around. He showed me the room 
where he sleeps, and how he 


makes his bed each morning. He 
took me out to the playground 
for the littler kids. Lots of them 
were playing around because 
they’re still too little to go to 
school. 

He took me over to the dining 
room where they eat, and we had 
cookies and milk. Some of the 
other kids were helping with the 
chores, setting the tables for 
dinner that night. 

He told me how nice the people 
(Continued on page 3) 



A CHEST AGENCY—Billy Jack Owens, 10, recently paid visit to Lena Pope 
Home at Fort Worth to see a children's home such as one where his father, Jack 
Owens of Dept. 27-8, spent years before he could make own way. Photos, left to 
right, show Billy Jack with Joe Frank O'Neil, 12, who points to sign identifying 
home as one of many Community Chest agencies; boys take overall look at home 
that houses 250 aged 3 to 17; Diane Minor, 3, gets a swing; boys get tips on 


football from Ki Aldrich, superintendent and former TCU All-American; time 
out for milk and cookies; back home Billy Jack describes experiences to father who 
explains how contributions from himself and thousands of other Convair F^Y folk 
help keep Lena Pope a haven for youngsters who otherwise would be homeless. 
Owens knows for sure, for he was one of them. Biggest proportion of Community 
Chest funds goes to aid children. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Games from 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling Junior High School gym¬ 
nasium. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Practice sessions start next month. Call CRA office, ext. 5141, 
for additional information. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meetings 7 :45 p.m. Sept. 29 
and Oct. 6 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3196. “Shooting session” 8 p.m. 
Oct. 9 at Fort Worth School of Photography, 104 E. 12th. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS— 'Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested, contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—R. R. Massagee, commissioner, ext. 3153. Singing from 12:20 to 
12:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 p.m. 
Sept. 28 and Oct. 12 at Recreation Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Classes at 8 p.m. each Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at Forest Park Driving Range. Tournament 
Sept. 30 through Oct. 21 at Z. Boaz golf course. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING-FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 3164. Quarterly fishing 
contest ends Sept. 29. Register for prizes at CRA office. Trap shoot Oct. 21 at 
Fort Worth Trap and Skeet Club. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Family skating 7 to 10 
p.m. Sept. 29 and Oct. 6, ice dancing class 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. 3 and Oct. 10 at 
Will Rogers Coliseum. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 50- 
foot aisle. 

PING-PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Those interested in 
playing contact Whisenhant. 

RADIO CLUB—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Meeting 8 p.m. Oct. 
5 at Y.M.C.A. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 
new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, 
jack pot roping and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Oct. 2 and Oct. 9 at North Side 
Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 
Meeting 7:45 p.m. Oct. 3 at Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until next spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Free 
water skiing each Sunday afternoon at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. 


Graduate Study in 
Engineering Seen 

Possibility that graduate study 
in aeronautical engineering can 
be offered in Fort Worth has 
been announced by E. E. Brush, 
head of Aeronautical Engineer¬ 
ing Department at Texas A. & 
M. College, College Station, Tex. 

Brush asked that Convair men 
interested in such study give 
their names and the courses they 
want to the Convair FW Educa¬ 
tion Section, attention W. F. 
Woolley, assistant supervisor. 


Four FW Members 
Af NAF Convention 

Four members of the board of 
control of the Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club attended the Sept. 
13-16 national convention of 
the National Association of Fore¬ 
men in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Delegates were Hank Wendorf, 
corresponding secretary; M. E. 
Caraway, NAF national director; 
D. C. McDougal Jr., vice-presi¬ 
dent, and S. H. Stevens, record¬ 
ing secretary. They planned to 
make a report to the club this 
month. 


C&A Concert Band 
To Practoee Mondays 

The concert band now being 
organized under Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association sponsorship at 
Convair FW will practice at 8 
p.m. each Monday at the Rock- 
wood Clubhouse, 18th and Jacks- 
boro Highway. 

Members are asked to bring 
their own instruments to rehear¬ 
sals. Further information may 
be obtained by contacting M. W. 
Widener, Ext. 3254. 


Uncle Sam trusts us 
to keep bis secrets. 
Don't betray him! 


80 Volunteers To 
Save Blood For 
New CRA Bank 

Approximately 80 Convair FW 
employees responded to the first 
appeal for blood donations to set 
up a CRA Blood Bank, according 
to Milton Stewart, CRA Blood 
Bank chairman. 

Purpose of the bank is to sup¬ 
ply blood free of charge when 
it is needed to Convair families 
and families of Air Force, mili¬ 
tary and civilian personnel on 
duty at Convair. 

Stewart, Dept. 24, originator of 
the plan, will notify those who 
have signed up when appoint¬ 
ments can be arranged. 

“We are pleased with the re¬ 
sponse,said Stewart, “but we 
still need many more donors.” 

First shift employees willing 
to donate blood are asked to con¬ 
tact Stewart at Ext. 6116. Sec¬ 
ond shift workers may contact 
Fred Pipes at the same extension. 


AF Negotiates For 
Downtown Location 
For Fifty Staffers 

Approximately 50 military and 
civilian members of the Air Force 
FW Field Procurement office 
force will move from Convair FW 
to offices downtown about Nov. 1 
if negotiations under way last 
v/eek are completed, according to 
Col. Beverly H. Warren, chief. 

Remaining in the plant will be 
Lt. Col. A. E. Stuart, AF resident 
officer-in-charge, his staff, and 
approximately 120 civilian AF 
employees, most of them inspec¬ 
tors. 

Col. Warren said that negotia¬ 
tions looked toward leasing the 
four-story Ledger building at 
Calhoun and Fifth Streets for 
operations of his office, which 
administers all Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand contracts with manufactur¬ 
ers and suppliers in the eleven- 
state area of the south and south¬ 
west. 

Col. Stuart and his staff will 
remain at the plant, however, to 
handle all transactions with Con¬ 
vair FW. 

Col. Warren’s hope is that his 
organization can begin operation 
Nov. 1 on two floors of the build¬ 
ing, taking over more area when 
it is ready. Warren explained 
that the move is necessary for 
two reasons, the need of the FW 
division for additional space, and 
the need of his own organization 
for more room. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. There is an activity 
tailor made for your enjoyment. 
Pick out an activity from list on 
this page. 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision and pro¬ 
fessional and administrative employees: 

Dept. 2: To defense co-ordinator A, 

C. E. Doering. 

Dept. 3: Tb job analyst B, H. L. 

Morrison Jr. ; to interviewer A, W. C. 
Monroe. 

Dept. 4: To material liaison man A, 
L. M. Crowell. 

Dept. 6 : To service engineer A, W. E. 
Harrison ; to research lab analyst A, W. 

K. Bailey; to acrodynamicist B, R. G. 

Peck. 

Dept. 8: To industrial engineers A, 

J. D. Golder, C. E. Hunter, P. K. Penn, 

F. W. Sloan, W. E. A.hola. 

Dept. 9-2: To assistant supervisor, T. 
J. Earle. 

Dept. 11: To production change 
analyst A, L. M. Pulsifer, V. P. Mur¬ 
phy ; to assistant supervisor, W. IT. 
Clark ,* to liaison man A, H. E. Wolfe, 
J. F. Llera, F. F. De France. 

Dept. 12: To administrative assistant 
A, J. B. Brock ; to group engineer, I. 
Polhamus Jr. ; to assistant foreman, M. 

L. Mackey ; to flight test analyst A, J. 
E. Craig. 

Dept. 14 ; To standards analyst A, R. 
C. Bennett; to foreman, O. M. La 
Baume. 

Dept. 20: To assistant foremen, L. E. 
Maxwell, C. W. Pritchett, H. R. Stand- 
ley, H. J. Womack. 

Dept. 24: To assistant supervisor, J. C. 
Burke ; to assistant tool liaison engineer, 
E. N. House. 

Dept. 25: To assistant formen, A. E. 
Henry, H. N, Barber, R. J. Barnes, 


M. T. Gamble, E. Stevens, A. A. Taylor, 
J. J. Carpenter. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, A. 

G. McKiddy, C. H. Carmichael, L. M. 

Walker, W. C. Culver; to supervisor, L. 
V. Murphy, H. D. Roye. 

Dept. 30: To assistant foremen, I. B. 
Turney, W. M. Mann, R. W. Madsen, E. 
Canady, O. H. Bernhardt; to foremen, 
R. M. Presley, A. D. Gray. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foremen, E. E. 
Voss, G. C. Litchfield, W. G. Jackson, 

C. V. Henshaw, E. T. Gregory, M. K. 

Flippo, E. D. Cupp, H. Covington, E. G. 

Clardy, M. R. Casey, E. J. Bundick, H. 

D. Birdwell, R. E. Ayers, G. H. New¬ 

ton, R. V. O. Rape; to formen, I. M. 
Stewart, S. I. Moore, L. T. Minnick, R. 

G. Mack, M. E; Goolsby, R. E. Glenn 
Jr., W. M. Daniel. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foremen, J. W. 
Wilkins, F. E. Kirschner, V. M. Bailey, 
A. J. Narramore, E. H. Segars, J. W. 
Smith, R. L. Warren, J. M. Butts, J. A. 
Pannell Jr., C. G. Rogers, A. D. Taube, 
J J. Klutts; to foremen, B. E. Carrell, 

E. G. Duff. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foremen, E. J. 
Sharp, R. E. Atnip. G. P. Whisonant, 
J. E. Journey, G. K. Hargett; to fore¬ 
man, W. S. Wooten Jr. 

Dept. 45: To foremen, R. N. Farmer, 

H. L. Long. 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, P. D. 
Copenhaven; to foreman, J. H. Braunt 
Jr. 

Dept. 48: To foreman, W. Konecny; 
R. V. Lamb Jr. ; to assistant foreman, 
H. C. Baxter. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foremen, J. D. 
McMahan Jr., M. K. Wylie, H. Whit¬ 
aker, L. R. Muegee Sr., C. C. Moore, D. 
L. Marshall, W. G. Lanier, R. C. Hart- 
sell ; to foreman, W. W. Mixon. 


Transfers 

Recent inter-division transfers: C. C. 
Farnsworth, Dept. 4, San Diego to Fort 
Worth ; H. R. Kiah, Dept. 24, C. H. 
Miller, Dept. 212, Fort Worth to San 
Diego. 


Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

HIXON—Clement Wood Jr., Dept. 6-4. 
Died Sept. 7. Survivors: wife, daughter, 
son, parents, brother, sister. 

HOOTEN—John W., Dept. 44. Died 
Sept. 18. Survivors: wife, daughter, 
two sons, five brothers, four sisters. 

GETTYS—Marion W., Dept. 43. Died 
Sept. 20. Survivors, wife, one daughter. 

RAUGHTON—Tyson Cobb, Dept. 46, 
died Sept. 11. Survivors: wife, daughter, 
seven brothers, one sister, father. 


Births 

FORT WORTH 

FISHER—Son, Albert Paul, 9 lbs. 7 
oz., born Sept. 18 to Mr. and Mrs. M. P. 
Fisher, Dept. 11-1. 


Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

E. L. Augustenborg, Dept. 22, second 
shift, wants ride to and 1 from 4812 Lor¬ 
raine, Haltom City, 5;45 p.m. to 3:45 
a.m. Ext. 2171, 


Stocker's Mountain Scene Wins 

First in FW Snapshot Contest 


Twenty-two amateur photog¬ 
raphers have been named prize 
winners in the Convair FW Cam¬ 
era Club snapshot contest just 
ended. 

First prize in the black and 
white division, a $15 merchandise 
certificate, went to H. T. Stucker, 
Dept. 6-4. Stucker’s snapshot of 
a mountain scene was judged 
best of 53 black and white en¬ 
tries. 

First place in the color slide 
division was won by Mrs. C. R. 
Curnutt, wife of C. R. Curnutt, 
Dept. 6-4, for her picture of 
steaks sizzling over an open 
grate. Mrs. Curnutt will also re¬ 
ceive a $15 merchandise certifi¬ 
cate. 

Other winners in the black and 
white division are second, Johnye 
Herbert, Dept. 6-5, with a picture 
of his six-year-old daughter Joan 
astride her bicycle. Third was 
Tommy Edwards, son of George 
Edwards, Dept. 73, for a snap¬ 
shot of baby brother Stephen Ed¬ 
wards exploring a can. 

Color winners include second, 
J. H. Fewell, Dept. 12-4, for a 
picture of his wife’s nephew, 
year-old Buddy Wylie Jr., in a 
highchair, and third, A. V. Fant, 
Dept. 6-4, for a shot made when 
he was Convair service represen¬ 
tative in Alaska. 

Second and third place winners 

?hilc® Men Sc@r® 

In H« list 

L. N. Van Allen, Philco repre¬ 
sentative at Convair FW, was 
first to find a hidden radio trans¬ 
mitter in a hunt sponsored Sept. 
17 by the CRA Radio Club. 

Van Allen found the 100-watt 
transmitter operated by J. E. 
Judd, Philco representative and 
Wayne Fanyo, Dept. 75, at 2345 
Harrison in one hour and 45 
minutes. 

Second place winner was 
Charles Link, also of Philco, 
while Jack Dye, Dept. 75, was 
third to find the transmitter. 

About 15 cars were used by 
Convair hams in the hunt which 
started at Lake Worth Boat and 
Ski Club. Howard McCoy, Dept. 
50, directed operations of the 
search from his transmitter set 
up at the club. The day’s outing 
included a family style picnic at 
the club. 


in both divisions will receive $10 
and $5 merchandise certificates. 

Receiving honorable mention in 
black and white and a year’s sub¬ 
scription to American Photog¬ 
raphy magazine were: C. E. Cal¬ 
vert, W. Wescott, C. L. Seacord, 
Johnye Herbert Jr., son of 
Johnye Herbert, all of Dept. 6; 
Martha S. Cox, Dept. 9; C. P. 
Connally, Dept. 11; A. Caiman, 
Dept. 12-3, and Frank F. Phillips, 
Dept. 61. 

Honorable mention awards in 
color went to E. B. Kuhns, N. I. 
Mitchell, Stucker, John F. Keller 
Jr., Curnutt, D. B. Suggs, Mrs. 
Guy F. Main, wife of G. F. Main, 
all of Dept. 6-2; I. B. Turner. 

Engineering personnel submit¬ 
ted approximately 71 per cent of 
the snapshots, according to Gene 
Eicholtz, caYnera commissioner. 

Black and white prints may be 
picked up by the owners at the 
CONVAIRIETY office. Color 
slides will be delivered to owners 
or mailed to their homes. 


J. W. totem, Convair 

Man Sta '43, Dies 

John W. Hooten, 60-year-old 
assembler in Convair FW Dept. 
44, died Sept. 18, apparently of 
a heart attack. 

Hooten and his wife were visit¬ 
ing a brother, R. B. Hooten in 
Jacksboro, Tex., at the time of 
his death. He came to work at 
Convair in 1943, and made his 
home in Liberator Village. 

Survivors include his wife, two 
sons, J. D. Hooten, Dept. 50, and 
Willis A. Hooten, Dept. 45, one 
daughter, Mrs. Lura Jane Duf- 
field of Rotan, Tex., four other 
brothers and four sisters. 


Second Folk Dance 
Slated for Sept. 28 

The second CRA-sponsored 
fok dance will get under way at 
8 p.m. tomorrow (Sept. 28) at the 
City Recreation Hall, 215 W. 
Vickery. The first dance was 
Sept. 21. Professional instruction 
will be furnished beginners, ac¬ 
cording to A1 Stateson, chairman. 
If interest merits the dances will 
be held the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month. For 
further information contact 
Stateson, Ext. 2168. 



FINDS TRANSMITTER—L N. Van Allen, left, Philco Radio 
I Corp. representative at Convair FW, was first to locate hidden 
transmitter in hunt sponsored by CRA Radio Club Sept. 17. Shown 
present'ng winner with a vo!t-ohmmeter is club president, Carl 
Harp, Dept. 75. 
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FREEDOM BELL—Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower and Gen. Lucius 
D. Clay are inviting millions of Americans to help them send this 
Freedom Bell to Berlin to hold forth the hope of freedom to millions 
enslaved in Russian-dominated nations. Convair FW employees 
may join by putting their signatures on Crusade for Freedom scrolls 
in the plant. Signatures will be permanently enshrined in base of 
bell when it is dedicated in Berlin. 



CLAMBAKE CHEF—You may not recognize him without his 
Air Force uniform, but that's Lt. Col. A. E. Stuart rigged out as 
chef and stirring the pot at a rece nt clambake Stuart gave for AF 
and Convair inspectors at the Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. 
Col. Stuart is resident officer-in-charge for the Air Force at Convair 
FW. At left is Gus Messick, Air Force employee. 


Men Resistered in Selective Service 
Must Report All Changes in Status 


Men who registered under the 
Selective Service Act of 1948 are 
required by law to report status 
changes which might affect their 
classifications, Paul J. McClung, 
Convair FW selective service ad¬ 
viser, reminded registrants this 
^week. 

Failure to notify their boards 
of such changes as marriage, new 
dependents, change of address 
and the like may make them sub¬ 
ject to call earlier than other¬ 
wise. 

A registrant who has married 
since signing up is required to 
send his selective service board 
the maiden name of his wife, 
date of marriage and new ad¬ 
dress. Any registrant who 
changes address should give the 
board his old and new addresses. 
A child born into the registrant’s 
family should be reported to the 
board, along with the child’s 
name, birth date, and birthplace. 

“Registrants should understand 
that they cannot be completely 
transferred from one board to 
another,” McClung said, “but if 
a registrant’s board is located in 
some city other than that of his 
residence or his employment, he 
may visit a Fort Worth local 
board on the ninth floor of the 
T. & P. building and make a re¬ 


quest for transfer for the pur¬ 
pose of physical examination 
only. 

“Registrants are advised to 
make no such requests, however, 
until they have been ordered by 
their own local boards to report 
for physical examinations.” 

For further information on se¬ 
lective service, or on status of 
reservists, McClung may be con¬ 
tacted in the employment section 
of Industrial Relations Depart¬ 
ment, Ext. 4284. The office is 
open daily until 6:45 p.m. 


ABA Meets at FW 
To Consider Study 
Saif Corrosion 

New and improved methods of 
protecting magnesium surfaces 
on aircraft from salt water cor¬ 
rosion will be sought as result of 
action taken at a meeting at Con¬ 
vair FW last week of the Air¬ 
craft Research and Testing Com¬ 
mittee of the Aircraft Industries 
Association. 

Ralph S. Reade, Convair FW 
member of the committee, said 
that members will be polled to 
determine what approach should 
be taken. 


Third Assistant Div. Mgr 
Named For Fort Worth 


Free Millions 
Sivem Chance 
T® Sign Scroll 

(Continued from Page 1) 
and Gen. Lucius D. Clay, who 
was military governor in Ger¬ 
many during the Berlin airlift. 

Foremen and supervisors will 
handle freedom scrolls in each 
department. To participate, em- 
oloyees need only to contact their 
immediate supervisor in their de¬ 
partments at rest periods or lunch 
periods. 

Each employee will be given an 
opportunity to participate, but it 
is purely voluntary on his part. 
No one is required to sign. 

Scrolls also will be available all 
next week in Employee Services 
Section of Industrial Relations 
for any who wish to sign at that 
time. 

In addition, means will be pro¬ 
vided for any employees wishing 
to make contributions to help 
support the Crusade for Free¬ 
dom’s Radio Free Europe, a radio 
station in Western Germany 
which is broadcasting six hours 
a day, seven days a week, to 
peoples behind the iron curtain 
to support forces fighting the 
cold war for a Europe free from 
enslavement by Russia. 

Again, however, contributions 
are purely voluntary. No one is 
required to contribute. 

All signatures on freedom scroll 
will be permanently enshrined in 
the base of a bell tower which 
will house the new 10-ton free¬ 
dom bell to be dedicated in Ber¬ 
lin, Germany. 


FW S©n Pays Visit 
T© Lena Pope Home 

(Continued from Page 1) 
of Fort Worth are. The kids get 
to go to the movies free twice 
each week, and they get invited 
to circuses and other things to 
have fun. 

On Sundays they all get in the 
Lena Pope bus and some trucks 
and go to Sunday school. They’re 
always doin’ somethin’ special. 
At Christmas they go to lots of 
parties. 

Joe is a Boy Scout and this 
year he’s really lucky. He’s bat 
boy for the Fort Worth Cats! 

I’m glad I got Dad and Mother 
to live with. But if I didn’t have, 
I’d like to live at the Home! 


point of time to one man working 

I, 221 years without a disabling 
injury was commended this week 
by Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice- 
president and FW division man¬ 
ager. 

The record, considered by the 
safety section to be outstanding 
for any industry, was compiled 
by Dept. 47, Outer Wings and 
Engines, under General Foremen 

J. E. Topliff and W. H. Tidwell. 

Supervisors and employees 
were successful in preventing any 
disabling injuries between April 
29, 1949, and August 23, 1950. 
This is a total of 2,540,380 man¬ 
hours of work. If one man were 
to work that period of time, he 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Materiel Command, attaining 
rank of lieutenant colonel. His 
last assignment was as chief of 
maintenance, San Bernardino Air 
Depot, Calif. 

Prior to going into military 
sexwice, he was successively a 
fixed base operator in Buffalo, 
N. Y., a liaison engineer with 
Curtiss-Wright Corp., Buffalo, 
and manager of Fabricators, Inc., 
Erie, Pa., a tool manufacturing 
company doing business primar¬ 
ily with the aircraft industry. 
Born in Buffalo, N, Y., in 1906, 
Esenwe'n was graduated from 
the Sheffield Scientific School of 
Yale University in 1927, with a 
bachelor of science degree in in¬ 
dustrial and electrical engineer¬ 
ing. 

Esenwein’s appointment brings 
to three the number of assistant 
division managers at FW. Ap¬ 
pointment of B. G. Reed as as¬ 
sistant division manager in 
charge of second shift was an¬ 
nounced a week earlier. D. C. 
Burrows, assistant division man¬ 
ager since May, 1949, continues 
in the same capacity. 

Ballhaus comes to Convair’s 
engineering staff from Douglas 
Aircraft Co., where he was assis¬ 
tant project engineer. He had 
been with Douglas continuously 
since 1942, except for a year 
spent attending California Insti¬ 
tute of Technology to study aero¬ 
nautics and mathematics and ob¬ 
tain his Ph.D. degree in 1947. He 
obtained A.B. and M.E. degrees 
at Stanford University in 1942. 
He is a native of San Francisco. 

Deitzer goes into the FW Mate¬ 
rial department with a back¬ 
ground of almost 15 years with 
Convair. He began work in the 
shop at San Diego division in 
1936, worked in planning and 
material scheduling and became 
material control general super¬ 
visor before transferring to FW 
in September. Born in Troy, 
Ohio, Deitzer studied mechanical 
engineering at South Dakota 
State College. 

Whitten, new Maintenance 
superintendent, started with Con¬ 
vair at San Diego as a mechani¬ 
cal engineer in 1941. After 
transfer to FW, he became plant 
engineering supervisor and gen¬ 
eral supervisor successively. He 
studied mathematics and engi- 


would be busy eight hours a day, 
five days a week, for 1,221 years. 
Said Ryan in a memo to Topliff, 
Tidwell and Dept. 47 employees: 

“Supervisors and employees 
are to be commended for this 
outstanding achievement. The 
accomplishment is worthy of con¬ 
gratulations from every super¬ 
visor and member of manage¬ 
ment at this division. Such rec¬ 
ords help to make Convair a 
better place at which to work.” 

Fred Temple, Safety section 
supervisor, said these other fac¬ 
tory departments at press time 
had run up more than one mil¬ 
lion man-hours free of disabling 
injuries: Dept. 14 (Tool Service) 
and Dept. 22 (Production Con¬ 
trol). 


neering for a B.S. in 1934 from 
Centenary College, La. He is a 
native of Shreveport, La., where 
he served as an engineer for the 
city from 1934 to 1941. 

The new department for which 
Glover is responsible will be in 
charge of negotiating and admin¬ 
istering procurement of Convair- 
designed parts and aircraft com¬ 
ponents being manufactured by 
other business firms. The de- 



NEWCOMER —A. C. Esen- 
wein, newly named assistant di¬ 
vision manager at FW, recently 
joined Convair at San Diego. 
Previously he had held variety of 
executive posts in aircraft busi¬ 
ness and during war served as a 
lieutenant colonel in Air Force. 
FW now has three assistant di¬ 
vision managers. 



NEW POST—B. G. Reed, new 
assistant division manager for 
second shift at Convair FW. 
Reed formerly was maintenance 
superintendent. 

partment will report to V. C. 
Gillon, Production manager. 

Glover came to Convair in 1943 
as an expediter and a follow-up 
man. He went into the army in 
1944 as a second lieutenant, re¬ 
turned to Convair as a follow-up 
man in 1946, after which he be¬ 
came successively a buyer and 
buying supervisor. He is a na¬ 
tive of Canadian, Tex., and at¬ 
tended school at Panhandle, Tex. 


FW Dept. 47 Works 1,221 Years' 
Without a Disabling Accident 

A safety record equivalent in 



NEW FACES IN 15-YEAR RANKS—Three more Convair veterans recently completed 15 years 
with company. In left hand photo L. S. Johnson (Dept. 4), left, is congratulated by J. L. Fechter, 
SD Production manager, while Howard Golem, chief of Materials, looks on. In center SD Chief 
Engineer Frank Fink, left, receives his pin from R. C. Sebold, vice president-Engineering. At rig,ht 
Fechter presents pin to L. C. McEntee (Dept. 25) while Foreman C. A, Brady is in center. 























Page A 


CONVAlRlETy 


September 27, 1950 


Traveling Light 


SD Air Travelers Shed Plane's Starter 
To Lighten Load on Alaska Vacation 


When the Cessna 140 called Nora Mae took off for 
Alaska she was carrying all that the law allowed, and 
maybe a mite more. 

Packed inside were Victor 
Welge (head of Electronics and 
Guidance section at SD), Robert 
Ackley (head of SD’s Instrumen¬ 
tation Group, plus a wealth of 
movie and still picture equip¬ 
ment, and a full emergency kit 
for survival in the wilds, such as 
rifle, sleeping bags, concentrated 
food, mosquito nets and cooking 
utensils. Total weight of plane 
and all: 1,450 pounds. 

“In order to stay within CAA 
weight limitations we even had 
to save 16 pounds by removing 
the starter,” Welge, owner of 
the plane, recalled this week 
as he looked back on more than 
8,000 miles vacation travel and 
83 hours, 15 minutes of fly¬ 
ing. “We traveled so light we 
had only five pounds clothing 
and personal gear apiece!” 

That first day (Aug. 18) the 
travelers made Delta, near Salt 
Lake City, landing after dark 
after five hours 35 minutes in 
the air from LaPressa airport at 
San Diego. Next day they flew 


over Yellowstone and crossed the 
continental divide and were in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, that night 
to clear customs. 

“Canadian customs was only a 
brief delay, for we had all papers 
in order, such as proof of citizen¬ 
ship, proof of vaccinations and 
even a note from the San Diego 
police that we were free of 
crime!” Ackley related. “Such 
papers are advisable for air tour¬ 
ists for some reason or other, 
even if not for ground travelers.” 

At Edmonton, after flying over 
some 300 miles of Canada’s roll¬ 
ing wheat country, Welge and 
Ackley were prepared to head 
along the sky route used during 
the war to ferry planes to Russia. 
The Royal Canadian Air Force 
(who would have searched for 
them in an emergency) checked 
their emergency gear and briefed 
them on the country ahead. 

“If I had the trip to do over 
again, I’d select a time earlier in 
the summer. We ran into a lot 



VACATION TO ALASKA—Here's route followed by Victor 
Welge and Robert Ackley of Convair SD on recent air tour by 
small plane. Course they took was same one followed by hundreds 
of planes en route to Russia during war. Pair alternated flying ship. 
If scenery was uninteresting, off-duty pilot snoozed. 



IN THE COCKPIT—Robert Ackley (left) and Victor Welge oc¬ 
cupied these seats for 83 hours during a vacation that took them 
from San Diego to Fairbanks, Alaska. Note novel movie camera 
mount alongside Welge. Camera fired from fixed position and 
was aimed by maneuvering plane. Ship, named Nora Mae, is a 
Cessna 140. 

Air Tour an Old Story to Welge Who 
Has Seen Most of U.S. From Above 



FOOTSTEP FOLLOWERS—Convair FW sons following in Dads' 
footsteps by studying aircraft mechanics in high school include this 
trio studying J-35 jet engine. Left to right are, W. I. Lane, instructor 
at FW public schools Technical Institute, Clarence Karr, Floyd 
Prater, and Dudley Haynes. 

Convair Sons Follow Footsteps 
Of Dads in Aircraft Studies 


Touring the country by air 
is an old story to Victor Welge, 
chief of the Radio and Electri¬ 
cal Laboratory at SD, and to a 
lesser degree to his associate 
on a recent Alaska air trip, 
Robert Ackley, SD group engi¬ 
neer. 

Welge, who joined Convair 
in 1943, started air tours in his 
own plane in 1941 with a vaca¬ 
tion trip (accompanied by his 
wife) to El Paso and return to 
San Francisco. The next year 
they flew to New Orleans and 
resumed their travels in 1947 
with a trip to Minneapolis. The 
following year they visited 
Montreal and New York. In 
1949 they flew to Seattle on 
vacation and Santa Fe, N. M. 


In between were numerous 
week-end jaunts to compara¬ 
tively distant points. 

Ackley, who came to Con- 
cair two years ago from Chi¬ 
cago, received his private li¬ 
cense in 1949 and lost no time 
making use of it. While the 
Welges flew their own plane 
to the Grand Canyon, the Ack¬ 
leys flew another, accompany¬ 
ing them. More recently, 
Welge and Ackley were to¬ 
gether on a flight to La Paz, 
Baja California. 

“We went to Alaska largely 
because I had almost run out 
of places in the states to visit,” 
Welge explained. “Now we’re 
thinking about Florida, Cuba, 
Yucatan, Mexico City for the 
next jaunt!” 


of rain and were grounded for 
four days at Fort Nelson, a 
RCAF base, by zero weather,” 
Welge recalled. 

They got off the ground at 
Fort Nelson Aug. 26 and despite 
some low ceilings made the long¬ 
est single day’s travel of the trip, 
almost 1,200 miles in 10 hours 50 
minutes in the air, aided by tail 
winds. This brought them to 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 

“Much of this time we were 
flying within sight of the Alcan 
highway, now better known as 
the Alaska highway,” Welge 
continued. “There didn’t seem 
to be much travel and when we 
saw cars they were usually 
bunched, maybe for company 
on the lonely stretches. 

“Crossing the Rockies, just 
northwest of Fort Nelson, pro¬ 
vided some breath-taking scen¬ 
ery.” 

From Fairbanks (where the 
night clubs stay open all night) 
the Nora Mae flew south to An¬ 
chorage. On this leg the flyers 
made a semi-circle of Mt. McKin¬ 
ley standing over 20,000 feet in 
snow majesty from the compara¬ 
tively level surrounding terrain. 

“We had no mechanical trouble 
on the trip,” Welge reported. “I 
must confess there were times 
when I was mighty glad of it. 
Flying along the shoreline be¬ 
tween Cordova and Juneau the 
glaciers, icebergs and icy water 
had a very inhospitable look. 
Actually, however, in many places 
we had the benefit of sand 
beaches for emergency landings.” 

Only once were the travelers 
forced to turn back. That was 
flying from Anchorage to Cor¬ 
dova, when they returned to fuel 
and made a detour because of 
weather. 

“We considered flying south 
along the coast to Seattle on 
the way home, but discarded 
the idea as involving some 
risk,” Ackley added. “We 
would have crossed a 330-mile 
stretch with few safe landing 
spots in case of emergency. So 
we elected to return home by 
the same route.” 

The entire trip involved 18 
days (two-thirds of them flying 
days) and covered about 8,325 
miles during which the Cessna 
burned 375 gallons of gasoline 
(at costs ranging from 30 cents 
to 80 cents depending upon the 
isolation of the area). 


Variety of Convair 
Activity 'Amazing' 

“CONVAIRIETY goes over big 
down here,” O. W. Harper, Con¬ 
vair Service representative with 
Aerolineas Argentinas at Buenos 
Aires, wrote recently. 

“The majority of people here 
are great sports fans. They can’t 
get over the fact that Convair 
employees have so many differ¬ 
ent sports events and activities, 
all sponsored by the company. 
They say we of Convair should 
be very grateful and Convair 
must be a great place to work.” 


Assembler Fatally 
Injured in Crash 

Tyson Cobb Raughton, Convair 
FW Dept. 46 assembler, was in¬ 
jured fatally Sept. 11, when his 
car struck the rear of a six-wheel 
truck 3V2 miles west of Fort 
Worth on Highway 80. 

Raughton, who lived at Lued- 
ers, Texas, was on his way to 
work at Convair when the acci¬ 
dent occurred. He started to 
work at Convair in August, and 
had previously worked at the 
plant during the war. 

Raughton is survived by his 
wife, a daughter, seven brothers, 
one sister and his father. Burial 
was at Lueders. 


Uncle Sam trusts us to keep 
his secrets. Don't betray him! 


Convair FW sons of high 
school age apparently have faith 
in the future of the aircraft in¬ 
dustry in general, and of Convair 
in particular. 

More than half of the 40 stu¬ 
dents at Fort Worth Technical 
Institute studying aircraft me¬ 
chanics have a father, a brother, 
cousin or uncle now working at 
Convair FW. 

The Institute, operated by Fort 
Worth public schools in the fa¬ 
cilities just south of Will Rogers 
Coliseum, is the first and only 
public school in the state of 
Texas licensed to teach aircraft, 
engines, and combination aircraft 
and engines. There are only 



Hohl, recently named director of 
training for corporation, will su¬ 
pervise programs at both SD and 
FW divisions. 


about a dozen other such schools 
in the nation. 

Students study aircraft me¬ 
chanics at the Institute, which 
uses more than $350,000 worth 
of equipment, three hours daily, 
spend the remainder of the school 
day pursuing regular academic 
studies which they must also 
master to win their diplomas. 

Successful completion of the 
full three-year course makes the 
student eligible to take the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration ex¬ 
amination leading to a license as 
a mechanic in either aircraft, 
engines, or combination aircraft 
and engines. 

Of the 22 students with mem¬ 
bers of their families working at 
Convair FW, eight are planning 
to go on to college for aeronau¬ 
tical engineering degrees. The 
remainder plan to go to work as 
apprentice aircraft mechanics. 

Instructor of the class, Wesley 
I. Lane Jr., is a former Convair 
employee in Inspection (27-9). 
During World War II, Lane was 
an engineering officer and in¬ 
spector with the Air Force. 

Students whose fathers or mothers 
work at Convair FW are: Paul Mallon, 
son of Murray E. Mallon, Clarence Karr, 
son of M. C. Karr, James D. Haynes Jr., 
son of James D. Haynes Sr., Mardis 
Favor, son of Earl Favor, Joe Davidson, 
son of A. V. Davidson, Floyd Prater, 
son of W. B. Prater, Durward E. 
Williams Jr., son of D. E. Williams Sr., 
Wendell Wilson, son of Mrs. M. M. 
Wilson, Y. T. Banks Jr., Son of Y. T. 
Banks Sr., James Headrick, son of B. 
F. Headrick, Teddy Emanuel, son of S. 
T. T. Emanuel, Bill McKinney, son of 
Don F. Reed, Jim Bradley, Son of J. L. 
Bradley. 

Students whose uncles work at Con¬ 
vair are: Johnny Burns, nephew of Dale 
Peeples, Calvin Taylor, nephew of R. 
L. Rucker Sr., Richard Pruitt, nephew 
of Fredrick Wilson, Clifton Lambert, 
nephew of T. G. Reaves. 

Students whose brothers work at Con¬ 
vair are: Roy Witt, brother of J. L. 
Witt, Leroy Franks, brother of C. J. 
Franks. 

Students whose cousins work at Con¬ 
vair are:. Dalton Beck, cousin of Alton 
Sadler, V7ayne Simmons, cousin of Gar¬ 
land Genes, Philip R. Haught, cousin of 
Charles Preglar. 



A FLYING B-36—Built by Jack Misner of Anderson, Ind., left, 
this flying model of a B-36 was entered in Midwest States Model 
Plane competition last month at Indianapolis. At right is Carl A. 
McLear of Allison division, General Motors, one of sponsors of 
event. 
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ACCEPTANCE FLYERS—When completed B-36s are ready for Air Force, 
these men take over for acceptance flights at FW. At left is flight office which 
crews simulate bombing by radar from 40,000 feet as one of tests. Center: crew 
checks a C-54 engine, left to right, 1st Lt. R. W. Ryan, S. Sgt. D. R. Whitney, 
S. Sgt. H. E. Taylor, 1st Lt. M. H. L. Thomas and M. Sgt. J. B. Redd. At right is 


final briefing before acceptance hop, left to right, M. Sgt. L. R. Allen, M. Sgt. 
F. H. Medenwald, S. Sgt. R. L. Blaisdell, S. Sgt. B. H. Chamberlin, M. Sgt. E. G. 
Vasse, 1st Lt. W. C. Edwards Jr., pilot, M. Sgt. G. S. Fish, S. Sgt. E. Fritz Jr., 
Lt. H. M. Swanson, co-pilot, M. Sgt. T. J. Williams. 




rmine it micro-filming is practicable to reduce ou s storage 
No records will be destroyed unless plan proves successful, 


Preservation Plan 

Old Records Are 'Guinea Pigs' 
In SD Micro-Film Experiment 

Convair SD is half way through 
an experiment in micro-filming 
four tons of old records in a proj¬ 
ect to seek out ways of reducing 
storage space. 

The experiment centers in the 
north end of building 33 (the 
Education building) where filing 
cabinets are stacked almost to 
the roof. Subject to micro-film¬ 
ing are 50 cabinets filled with 
inspection records and log books 
dealing with construction of Con- 
vair-Liners now flying for air 
lines. CAA regulations require 
the records be preserved as long 
as the ships are in service. 

“The project started as a pos¬ 
sible means of reducing SD’s 
storage space,” J. F. Hopkins of 
Office Services (Dept. 16) ex¬ 
plained. “For example, we now 
use roughly 25,000 square feet to 
store various records that must 
be preserved. That’s about as 
much floor space as in 25 aver¬ 
age homes!” 

The 50 cabinets which are 
“guinea pigs” in the present trial 
run now take up about 250 square 
feet. That’s about as much space 
as is in a good sized living room. 

However, when the records have 
been photographed on 16 mm 




FW Regularly 'Bombed' 
By B-36 Radar Signals 


PICTURE SHOOTING—With background of filing cabinets, 
Norman Spear (Dept. 16 SD) operates micro-film machine that takes 
pictures of old records in matter of seconds. Sheet by sheet, rec¬ 
ords are fed in at top, come out below. Project is an experiment 


film, the 100 rolls required will 
take up no more space than a 

space. 

wastepaper basket! 

dS 

“The micro film process isn’t 


cheap,” Hopkins explained. “How¬ 
ever, it becomes economically 
practicable with records that must 
be kept a period of years and 
under conditions where storage 



space is valuable.” 


Illustration Class 

Offered for FW 


A class in production illustra¬ 
tion is open to Convair FW em¬ 
ployees whose jobs require pro¬ 
duction or technical illustrations, 


J. L. Budros, Education super- 



visor, announced this week. 

Classes will be held at the 
Technical Institute, 3400 Crest¬ 
line Road, from 9 to 12 a.m. Sat¬ 
urday mornings, or possibly from 
7 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays. 
First class is Sept. 30. 

The illustration course will be 
taught by Johnye Herbert, Dept. 
6-5 assistant publication super¬ 
visor, and will include perspec¬ 
tive drawing, lettering, layout, 
preparation of copy for reproduc¬ 
tion and typeograph. 


Watch out for idle 
talk... Don't blab 
about your job 


WATCH THE SCREEN, PLEASE!—Donna Ohsam (Dept. 3 SD) 
operates viewer, demonstrating micro-film process. One roll of film, 
such as she holds, is enough to photograph records in two filing 
cabinet drawers. When referring to records, film roll is placed in 
viewer and enlarged for reference. Rolls are carefully catalogued 
for quick reference. 


Air Force crews flying Con¬ 
vair B-36s “bomb” Convair FW 
dozens of times every month, 
most of the time scoring direct 
hits on targets they can’t even 
see. 

“But our bombing is harmless 
and doesn’t mess up the country¬ 
side,” explains Capt. J. C. Rei- 
chal, “because we don’t drop any¬ 
thing. 

“Our ‘bomb’ is a radar signal 
which goes out from the air¬ 
plane at the instant we would 
release bombs if we were ac¬ 
tually bombing. This signal is 
received by the radar bomb 
scoring ground crew at Cars¬ 
well. Then, with the aid of 
electronic instruments, ballis¬ 
tics data, wind readings and so 
on, the ground crew can figure 
out just where the bomb would 
have landed if we had actually 
dropped one at the moment we 
gave the signal.” 

Testing the bombing system of 
Convair B-36s ready for delivery 
to the Air Force is but one of 
the many functions under the di¬ 
rection of Capt. Reichal as chief 
of the AF Flight Operations of¬ 
fice at Convair FW. 

Reichal and his men follow the 
status of each B-36 from the 
time it leaves Final Assembly 
until it has cleared Field Opera¬ 
tions, Flight and at last is ac¬ 
cepted for delivery to the Air 
Force; monitor the engineering 
test airplanes and their flight 
programs, including the accele¬ 
rated service test airplane and 
the Phase IV performance evalu¬ 
ation testing being done by an 
AMC crew; administer the opera¬ 
tion of an AF C-54 and a C-47, 
cargo planes used when neces¬ 
sary to expedite the B-36 pro- 
grafn; and familiarize Air Force 
crews with any changes that 
have been made in the airplane 
since delivery of earlier models; 
and handle other related func¬ 
tions. 

Headquarters for the operation 
is Reichal’s office at the south¬ 
east corner of the hangar build¬ 
ing. From there he directs the 
work of six commissioned offi¬ 
cers and 13 enlisted men. 

The “oldest” enlisted man in 
point of service on duty in AF 
flight is M. Sgt. Gordon Fish, 
who is in charge of all enlisted 
men and whose history at Con¬ 
vair FW dates back to the days 
before first flight of the XB-36 
experimental model in 1946. 

Making acceptance flights in 
B-36s—the last step before the 
Air Force legally and physically 
takes possession of each airplane 
—is one of the most important 
jobs of the group. An acceptance 
flight is the Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand’s final check to insure that 
the airplane and all of its equip¬ 
ment meet specifications and 
other requirements. That’s where 
the simulated bombing comes in. 

What happens? Let Lt. W. C. 
Edwards Jr., one of the B-36 ac¬ 
ceptance flight pilots, tell it. 
“Well, we pick a target. 




OPERATIONS CHIEF—This is 
Capt. J. C. Reichal, chief of Air 
Force flight operations at FW. 

Usually it’s the northeast cor¬ 
ner of the hangar building. 
We’re assigned to bomb the 
target by radar at 40,000 feet, 
regardless of weather, visibility 
or time of day or night. 

“Since the B-36 is equipped 
with the latest armament, a cer¬ 
tain amount of information must 
be fed into the bombing system 
before the plane starts its run 
over the target. With everything 
all set, the pilot puts the B-36 on 
automatic pilot and the bombar¬ 
dier becomes the number one 
man. The automatic pilot flies 
the aircraft level, automatically 
correcting for any changes in 
course and maintainnig proper 
altitude, etc. At the proper in¬ 
stant the bomb doors open, the 
bombs are released and the plane 
and crew are ready to start for 
home. ...” 


Marion Gettys Dies 

Marion W. Gettys, 61-year-old 
assembler in Dept. 43, died Sept. 
20 as he was preparing to come 
to work at Convair. He had been 
employed at the plant since 1943. 

Gettys is survived by his wife, 
and one daughter, wife of Phil 
Mahaffey, Dept. 6. Burial was in 
Fort Worth. 


“We may need that in a hurry 
some day, Miss Bilk, so make one 
copy for every drawer in the file 
cabinet.” 
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Reagans Find Group Insurance 
Big Boost Over Financial Hump 

CONVAIR POLICY 


FOOTS BILL FOR 


TONSILECTOMIES 


HOME AGAIN—With children completely recovered, Reagans 
are happy family more firmly convinced than ever that it pays to 
be protected by Convair Group Insurance policy. Third Reagan 
child, Cecilia, 2, was away visiting at time of picture. 


Mary Mehringer 
Weds Dept. 22 Man 

Mary Mehringer, Convair FW 
Dept. 3-4, and Harold Robertson, 
Dept. 22-4, were married Sept. 23 
in an informal ceremony at the 
home of a Dallas minister. The 
Robertsons will make their new 
home at 440 Radford Lane in 
Fort Worth. 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: The fol¬ 
lowing happened at Fort Worth. 
However, it is typical of experi¬ 
ences at San Diego as well. Both 
divisions every week handle 
scores of such claims under 
Group Insurance policies.) 

When the family doctor in¬ 
formed C. H. Reagan of Convair 
FW Dept. 27-9 that not one—but 
two—of his three young daugh¬ 
ters would require tonsilectomies 
before start of school this fall, 
Reagan was understandably wor¬ 
ried. 


AM I COVERED?—Faced with prospect of hospital and doctor 
bills for tonsilectomies for his two daughters, C. H. Reagan, Con¬ 
vair FW Dept. 27-9, checks with Nell Bowden in Employee Services 
section of Industrial Relations to learn if such operations are cov¬ 
ered by his Convair Group Insurance policy. They are, as well as 
many other items. 


For the Reagan budget, like 
those of thousands of other Con¬ 
vair workers, would be hard put 
to stand such expense in one 
month. 

After the visit to the doctor, 
Reagan and his wife sat down to 
discuss their impending bills. 
“We don’t have enough in the 
bank right now to cover one 
operation—much less two,” said 
the father. 


AT THE HOSPITAL—Helen Georgia, 6, and Anna Marie, 4, 
already minus tonsils, receive expert care and attention from nurse 
and from Mr. and Mrs. Reagan. 


GOING HOME—With chil¬ 
dren released, Mr. and Mrs. 
Reagan take them home from 
hospital. 


Small Amounts 
From Pay Loom 
Big in Security 

The story of the Reagans, 
which appears here in type and 
pictures, is not unusual. It is 
paralleled by scores that are 
regularly handled by Employee 
Services sections of Industrial 
Relations at both divisions. 

Experience has convinced the 
Reagans that Group Insurance 
pays, just as it has convinced 
hundreds of others that a small 
amount deducted from a weekly 
pay check can mean a large 
amount of health and financial 
security. 

Convair Group Insurance is not 
restricted to surgery and hospi¬ 
talization alone. Policies also pro¬ 
vide life iusurance coverage, per¬ 
manent total disability benefits, 
X-ray and laboratory benefits, 
doctor’s calls and polio benefits. 


Reagan visited the insurance 
desk in the Employee Services 
Section of the Industrial Rela¬ 
tions Department the following 
morning, and was told that the 
policy would pay up to $45 for 
each operation, as well as hospi¬ 
tal bills. 

He returned to his job in the 
plant with a feeling that things 
were going to turn out all right. 
Mrs. Reagan made an appoint¬ 
ment with the doctor to perform 
the operations and the two little 
girls, Anna Marie, 4, and Helen 
Georgia, 6, entered the hospital 
assured that they would be better 
than new in a few days. 

The operations were performed 
Aug. 31 and the following day 
Reagan took his daughters home 
from the hospital. The entire 
hospital bill —$74.95—was paid 
directly by the insurance com¬ 
pany after Reagan filed his claim 
in the Employee Services Sec¬ 
tion. The allowance of $45 per 
operation was sufficient to pay 
surgery fees. 

Now Anna Marie and Helen 
Georgia are healthier and hap¬ 
pier children and won’t be 
plagued with sore throats which 
kept them inactive much of last 
winter. And their parents are not 
faced with costly bills. 


Formal Ceremony 
Unites FW Pair 

Zula Vee Porter, Dept. 3-2, ar 
Hubert Louis Carbone, Dept. 2 
were married in a formal cer< 
mony Sept. 2 at St. Alice Cath< 
lie Church in Fort Worth. 

Mrs. Carbone has worked j 
Convair for the past seven year 
The groom came to work at Coi 
vair in 1949. 

The bride wore a gown ( 
white duchess satin with a fii 
gertip illusion veil attached to 
net, heart-shaped halo. She ca; 
ried a white orchid surrounde 
by white carnations with a cai 
cade of maline and stephanotis. 

After a trip to Washington ar 
New York, the couple will be i 
home at 501 Churchill. 


“But it’s a case of necessity 
and there isn’t time to build up 
the account,” answered Mrs. 
Reagan. 

“Wait a minute,” said Reagan. 
“Maybe Convair Group Insurance 
will cover it.” 



SCRAP BOOK—Nellie Keller (Dept. 250 SD) looks over scrap 
book that dates back to days when she was an elevated crane 
operator during wartime at SD. She hung nose turret on last B-24 
to leave SD. 


It Was Fun! 

Nellie Recalls Days When She 
Was Only Girl Crane Operator 


Nellie Keller, not only among 
the first women ever to operate 
an elevated crane at Convair SD 
but also the last one ever to do 
so, is back with Convair, bird 
calls and all. 

She is the wife of T. W. Keller 
of Dept. 25, a Navy chief boat¬ 
swain retired on 20 years. 

This time Nellie is in Dept. 
250 and although happy to be 
back with Convair and pleased 
with her job, it is understandable 
that a wistful look comes into 
her face as the crane clanks back 
and forth about building 4. When 
the wartime pressure relaxed in 
1945 the day finally came when 
Nellie had to come down for the 
last time. She is proud that she 
was the last crane operator of her 
sex. 


Air Reserve Assoc. 

To Inspect Convair 

From 300 to 400 members of 
the Air Reserve Association will 
be guests of Convair FW, Friday, 
Sept. 29, during their National 
Convention in Hotel Texas. 

After lunch ARA members 
v/ill hear an explanation of the 
plant’s operation and of the Con¬ 
vair B-36 program by Ray O. 
Ryan, Convair vice-president and 
FW division manager. Principal 
speaker at the convention will be 
Thomas K. Finletter, Secretary 
of the Air Force, whose appear¬ 
ance is also scheduled for Friday. 

Co-ordinating arrangements for 
their visit to Convair FW is 
L. L. Turner, manager of Pub¬ 
lic Relations. 



FW COUPLE MARRY—Con¬ 
vair FW employees, Zula Vee 
Porter, Dept. 3-2, and Hubert 
Louis Carbone, Dept. 27, were 
married Sept. 2 at St. Alice 
Catholic Church in Fort Worth. 
They are shown at reception fol¬ 
lowing ceremony. 


“After I left the company in 
1945 I applied for a job at a 
women’s wear store. They 
thought an ‘elevated crane 
operator’ must mean an eleva¬ 
tor operator—the sillies!—and 
gave me a job,” Nellie recalled 
this week. 

“Of course, I didn’t know beans 
about running an elevator but 
after a few erratic trips I caught 
on. It was a mighty slow eleva¬ 
tor and pretty soon I got bored 
and got a job at the El Cortez 
where the elevators go faster.” 

Nellie has several “firsts” at 
SD, including the first woman 
ever to operate an Elco auto¬ 
matic riveter, and the first 
woman to operate a pickup truck 
for the company. Among her 
other accomplishments is imi¬ 
tating bird calls and her chirps 
and whistles have had fellow 
workers ducking for fear of low 
flying birds. 

As a crane operator Nellie ad¬ 
mits that she was a little “sea¬ 
sick” at first from the heights 
but quickly conquered it because 
she didn’t want the men to think 
her afraid. 

“They never once turned the 
red light on me,” she recalls. “I 
knew every foreman’s whistle and 
always tried to anticipate them.” 


Teachers to Study 
Convair Methods 

Efforts were under way this 
week to arrange a five-hour 
study of Convair FW’s operations 
for approximately 50 teachers of 
the Fort Worth public schools 
on Nov. 9. 

Nov. 9 has been set as Busi¬ 
ness-Industry Education Day in 
Fort Worth. Schools will close so 
that 1,400 teachers may spend 
the day learning first-hand on 
the spot about the operation of 
various FW businesses and in¬ 
dustries. 

Those coming to Convair FW 
for the day will go on guided 
tours of the plant, have lunch 
in the plant cafeteria, then par¬ 
ticipate in a round table discus¬ 
sion and question-and-answer 
session with FW division depart¬ 
ment heads and others. 


FW Designer Dies 
After Brief Illness 

Clement Wood Hixon Jr., 40- 
year-old Convair FW engineering 
designer (Dept. 6-4), died in a 
Fort Worth hospital Sept. 7 after 
an illness of several weeks. 

Hixon had worked at Convair 
since 1948. Survivors include his 
wife, one daughter, one son, par¬ 
ents, one brother and two sisters. 
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72-Hole Contest to Test Skill 
Of Linksmen at Fort Worth 


A 72-hole medal golf tourna¬ 
ment is on schedule for Convair 
FW golfers, it was announced 
this week by F. F. Foster, CRA 
golf commissioner. 


MENDEZ SEEDED 
NO. 1 IN SD 
BIRD TOURNEY 

Marten Mendez of Convair SD, 
national badminton champion, 
will head the list of entries in 
the San Diego Open Badminton 
Tournament to be held Oct. 13, 
14 and 15 on the Balboa Park 
gymnasium courts. 

Mendez, defending champion, 
will be protecting his national 
ranking and is expected to meet 
stiff opposition from young Joe 
Alston, persistent challenger who 
is ranked second in the nation. 


The tournament will begin Sat¬ 
urday, Sept. 30, and continue for 
the following four week-ends. 
Sponsors of the tournament at 
Fort Worth’s newest course, Z. 
Boaz, are CRA, the Fort Worth 
City Recreation Department and 
Doug Higgins, Z. Boaz profes¬ 
sional. 

Players will compete for $150 
in merchandise prizes, with a 
$25 merchandise prize to be 
awarded the first place winner. 
Sixteen prizes will be awarded. 

There will be no entry fee for 
the tournament and golfers will 
pay only standard green fees. 
Players will be matched accord¬ 
ing to established handicaps re¬ 
corded by Foster. 

Entries will be accepted by 
Foster, Ext. 3261, or at Z. Boaz 
course prior to Oct. 1. 


Other Convair SD players ex¬ 
pected to compete include John 
Lockwood, CRA badminton com¬ 
missioner, and Dick Applin, 
slated for the doubles, and Lyn 
Johnson in women’s singles. 

The tournament, sponsored by 
the San Diego Badminton Club 
and the City Recreation Depart¬ 
ment, will include two flights, A 
and B, in singles, doubles, mixed 
doubles and veterans doubles. 
Deadline for entries is Oct. 6. 
The event is certain to develop 
top quality play. National cham¬ 
pions are slated to compete in all 
the A flight events and if the 
men’s singles runs according to 
plan San Diego will see a re-play 
of this year’s national singles 
finals with Mendez meeting Als¬ 
ton. 


Machine Shop Wins 
Second Shift Crown 
In Playoff at FW 


SD Baseball Players 
Get in Shape For 
League Play Start 

Workouts started last Sunday 
at University Heights playground 
in San Diego with a good turn¬ 
out of SD ball players getting in 
shape for the opening of the 
winter baseball league. 

Two more workouts are slated 
for the next two Sundays and 
regular league play will staid; 
Oct. 15, according to Manager 
Pete Grijalva and CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Pete Beyrer. Grijalva 
said he was encouraged by the 
evident infield and outfield 
strength shown by Convair play¬ 
ers but was looking for a few 
pitchers and catchers. 

Any players interested in join¬ 
ing the club were instructed to 
contact Grijalva at Ext. 544 or 
500 or Beyrer at 430 or 440. 


Machine Shop was the new 
second shift softball champion at 
Convair FW after final playoffs 
this month. 

The champions, first half win¬ 
ners, took two out of three 
games from Tooling, second half 
winners, in playoff matches. 
After splitting the first two 
games each 4-3, Machine Shop 
copped the third, 5-3. 

The second half ended with the 
champion Tooling squad followed 
by Armament, second; Machine 
Shop, third, and Inspection, 
fourth. 

The second shift winners will 
receive CRA trophies. 


Volleyball Sessions 
Started in Balboa 

Volleyball joined the list of 
Convair SD sports Wednesday 
night a week ago and a men’s 
league or. a mixed league was 
under consideration. 

Sessions are held in Balboa 
Park gymnasium and provide 
good recreation for all members 
of the family. All interested in 
taking part may contact Bud 
Westcott at Ext. 1051 or Pete 
Beyrer at 430 or 440. Play is 
every Wednesday evening at 7 
p.m. 



SECOND SHIFT CHAMPS—Winner of second shift softball 
crown at Convair FW is this Machine Shop squad. Back row, left 
to right, Hubert Harvey, C. G. Roberts, K. E. Fitzsimmons, V. L. 
Holland, J. W. McLean, E. E. Calloway. Front row, left to rig.ht, 
Jesse Brummett, J. L. Lawrence, J. D. Flowers, A. J. Mitchell. Not 
present for picture were W. H. Russell, Bill Higginbotham, Gene 
Lowery, D, R, Hodges, R. D, Crow. 



WASHER PITCHING IN MINIATURE—Convair FW washer pitchers have developed less strenu¬ 
ous form of favorite lunch-time sport. Small washers are pitched into miniature boxes from a kneeling 
position. Developed by S. A. Cocca, Dept. 27-1, these four Dept. 27 players are shown trying out 
the new version. In left hand photo, left to right, are Harold Flory and B. J. Berry; while other pic¬ 
ture shows, left to right, B. J. Rayburn, B. E. Caudle. 


COLLIER AIMING 
AT ANOTHER NET 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Defending champion Dick Col¬ 
lier of Convair SD will protect 
his San Diego Industrial Tennis 
championship in the annual tour¬ 
nament beginning Sept. 30. Play 
will extend through Oct. 1, Oct. 
7 and 8. 

Also defending his team in the 
doubles, Collier will team up with 
his last year’s partner, Jerry 
LaFave, CRA tennis commis¬ 
sioner. 

“This is an event that draws 
out more tennis players than any 
other during the year,” LaFave 
said. “Entry blanks can be ob¬ 
tained from me (Ext. 258) or 
through Employee Service sec¬ 
tion of Industrial Relations. 
Convair people are eligible.” 


All 


SD Little Leaguers 
Blast Solar 5 to 0 

Convair’s Little Leaguers per¬ 
formed flawlessly for the home 
folks at SD Sept. 16, beating 
Solar 5 to 0 in a no-hit, no-run 
six inning game. The contest 
was part of the program for 
SD’s annual circus-picnic at Del 
Mar. 

Billy Coleman pitched three in¬ 
nings for Convair, Bobby Losoya 
two and Bobby Schultz one. 
Young Schultz, benched for some 
weeks by a sore arm, appeared 
to be recovering rapidly which 
raised the hopes of SD fans for 
next season. Bobby struck out 
the first three batters in his 
inning on the mound. 

One of the game’s highlights 
was a homer by Jim Lacy with 
two runners on base. 


Tourney Attracts 
61 Convair Golfers 

Sixty-one Convair FW golfers 
competed for prizes in a plant¬ 
wide sweepstakes tournament 
Sept. 9 at Z. Boaz Golf Course. 

First place honors for a 283 
aggregate team net score after 
handicap went to a quartet of 
Dept. 81 golfers, E. R. Muncy, 
J. P. Schoonover, L. C. Reid and 
D. R. Rawdon. 

Winning second with a 284 
were: Nick Karpinsky, Nellie 
Karpinsky, Dept. 27; Cecil Wilson 
and O. L. Davidson, Dept. 24. 

Sharing third with 291 were 
teams of G. Waterhouse, R. 
Waterhouse, Dept. 22; B. Bryant, 
Dept. 27; and H. G. Ray, Air 
Force; G. R. Gordon, W. L. Wil¬ 
liams, F. E. Frayer, W. O. Sunna- 
frank, all of Dept. 24. 

Additional individual honors 
went to Paul Ondo, Dept. 8; 
D. Thelan, T. Thelan, J. Keller, 
C. T. Jones, H. Zinzberg, Dept. 6; 
C. J. Low, Dept. 27; Davidson. 
Reid, Rawdon, and Ray. 


Elimination Rounds to Start 
In Table Tennis Tournament 


A plant-wide table tennis tour¬ 
nament will start Oct. 2 at Con¬ 
vair SD with each department 
establishing its own champion 
singles and doubles players. 

Departmental eliminations will 
be run off during rest periods 
and lunch hours and will last no 
longer than four weeks. All de¬ 
partmental champions will re¬ 
ceive medals as trophies, Bob 


Fred Brown Keeps 
His Tennis Crown 

Rain hampered progress of the 
Convair FW tennis tournament 
last week, with only one event 
completed at press time. Fred 
Brown performed as expected to 
retain the men’s singles title by 
defeating last year’s runner-up 
Phil Mahaffey, 6-4, 6-4. 

Men’s doubles and consolation 
singles were to be completed last 
week-end barring rain. Mixed 
doubles and women’s singles were 
canceled due to lack of entries. 


Saley, CRA commissioner an¬ 
nounced. 

“As soon as the department 
contests have been run off—in 
about four weeks—the finals 
with champions pitted against 
champions will take place eve¬ 
nings in the CRA Clubhouse,” 
Saley explained. “Six trophies 
will be awarded to winners and 
runners-up.” 

Saley may be reached at Ext. 
717 or 210 to give out any fur¬ 
ther information required by 
players. 



FW Trap Shooters 
To Compete Oct. 21 

Convair FW sharpshooters will 
match skills Oct. 21 at a CRA- 
sponsored trap shoot at the Fort 
Worth Trap and Skeet Club, it 
was announced this week by R. 
D. Jones, rifle and hunting com¬ 
missioner. 

Both 12 and 20 guage will be 
eligible. Only charge to CRA 
marksmen will be for ammuni¬ 
tion. The shoot is set for 2 p.m. 
Registrations for the shoot will 
be taken at the Employee Serv¬ 
ices Section, Ext. 5141, through 
Oct. 15. The CRA desk in Em¬ 
ployee Services has maps show¬ 
ing location of the club. 


w. 


FW Bowlins 

675 LEAGUE 

Team 

Wood Mili .-.- 3 

Purchasing . 3 

Tool Design . 3 

Contracts . 2 

Writers . 2 

Tooling . 1 

Accounting 


Industrial Engineering . 

740 LEAGUE 

Rodeo Shop .—---. 

No. 10 .--. 

Yankees .. 

J. J. Parks . 

Dundee 


3 
3 
3 

No. 12 . 3 

No. 2 


L. 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

I.A.M. 1 

1 
1 


Rebels 
No. 5 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. There is an activity 
tailor made for your enjoyment. Station at SD 


GRANDPA—While jackrabbit 
shooting near Sweetwater dam 
on outskirts of San Diego Sept. 
10, John Hittle (Dept. 25 SD) 
looked down and found himself 
looking a "grandpa" rattlesnake 
in eye. He leaped backwards 
"about five feet" and one .22 
shot in head, took care of snake, 
which measured five feet, four 
inches, had 12 rattles. Hittle, a 
Naval air reservist, reported for 
active duty today at Naval Air 


No. 11 . 1 3 

No. 4 .... 0 4 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

Louis Daiches .—.— 7 1 

Veal .. 5 ... 3 

Baskin . 5 3 

Klaubunde . 4 4 

Southwest Trophy Co. 4 4 

W. Harris Inc. 3 5 

Henderson . 2 6 

Michella . 2 . • 3 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Trouble Shooters . 7 1 

Jugheads . 5 3 

Honey Pots . 5 3 

Jetomics . 5 3 

Hardheads . 5 3 

Drag Counts .-. 5 3 

Hecklers .i. 4 4 

Po Slokes . 4 4 

Atomizers . 4 4 

Z-IONS . 3 5 

Abra Cadabras . 3 5 

We Mist . 3 5 

Hedgehoppers . 3 5 

Wing Dings . 3 5 

Framers . 3 5 

Friendly Five . 2 5 

SECOND SHIFT 

Barney Cafe ..^... 7 1 

American Legion Post 606. 6 2 

Hoot Owls . 6 2 

Rexair Kings . 5 3 

All-.Eventers ..•. 5 3 

Vultee ....'.. 5 3 

B & F Garage .......:..^...r.v.. v . 5 3 

Machine Shop ......*.. 4 4 

Rios Custom Tailors . 4 4 

Five Spots V ..— 4 4 

Smittys Crew . 3 5 

Hot Rods . 3 5 

Jet Pods . 3 5 

Convair 73 . 2 6 

Tooling Huskies . 1 7 

Conversion . X 7 




























































































Page 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


September 27, 1950 



SISTERS UNDER THE SKIN—Shown here are latest flight pictures of Strategic 
Air Command's RB-36D reconnaissance bomber, left, and B-36D bomber, right. 


Both Convair ships are built to operate in stratosphere and have speed over 435 
miles an hour. 



IN-FLIGHT SCENE—Newsreel cameramen are shown as they 
made first in-flight movies of new B-36D on flight from Convair 
FW recently. At left is Lee Orr, of Fox Movietone News; center 
is H. K. Carrington, Paramount News; right is James Lederer, of 
Universal News. Convair FW folk who missed earlier showings may 
still see newsreels when Universal News show at Parkway theater 
Sept. 28. 

Executive Job Open at Convair As 
Night Life Chief Meets Violent End 


Liner Spans U. S. For 
New Non-Stop Record 

(H.M. Bohmbach, Convair Service representative with Garuda 
Indonesian Airways, was scheduled to go to Indonesia aboard the 
first Convair-Liner delivered, but his passport failed to appear at 
th last minute. So, he went with No. 2 ship that left San Diego 
Sept. 15. Here is his account of trip east.) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

Established territory open in growing 
community with factory background. 
Route has been well cared for and only 
sudden demise of previous owner leaves 
opening available. Previous experience 
not paramount. Any husky young tom 
cat who can stand up for own rights 
should find this ideal opportunity. 


Old Tom, polygamous tyrant of 
Convair SD Catdom, is dead. 

As related by L. C. McEntee 
of Electrical Maintenance, the re¬ 
grettable circumstances are as 
follows: 

“Chuck Carlson, B. A. Rusk, 
Vern Ortman and Art Werkhoven, 
electricians, were up in the high 
steel of building 4, running a new 
feeder and had removed the 
‘trim’ from the 480-volt panel. 
All had left the platform when 
Old Tom appeared, prowling 



“We’ll never be able to afford 
any luxuries if you keep blowing 
money on necessities,” 


around in the steel, perhaps bent 
on squab for lunch. 

“It is difficult to tell what in¬ 
terested him on the platform, but 
investigate he did and crawled 
into the bottom of the panel. It 
must have seemed like a good 
idea to make his way to the top 
and some place along the line he 
zigged when he should have zag- 
ged and got the seat of his pants 
into a flock of 480-volt feeders. 

“Old Tom took off with about 
the speed the boys in Missiles 
have been trying to achieve. He 
collided with the top of the panel 
with such force that all nine lives 
left him, simultaneously. 

“B. A. Mackey, another elec¬ 
trician, found Old Tom and ad¬ 
ministered artificial respiration, 
but in vain. 

“Tom’s friends will miss him, 
but they should not mourn too 
deeply. Those of us who have 
been on nights know that while 
Tom would brook no encroach¬ 
ment on his own domain, he 
wasn’t above spreading out a 
little himself and we have seen 
him occasionally cutting across 
the field to poach at Ryan’s and 
the Coast Guard. 

“All in all, Tom lived a full 
life. He didn’t miss much.” 


Uncle Sam trusts us to keep 
his secrets. Don't betray him! 


Lightning, Rain 
Attack FW Plant 
In Freak Storm 

A 5.1-inch deluge in two short 
hours, along with a violent thun¬ 
derstorm, resulted in minor in¬ 
juries to two Convair FW em¬ 
ployees and caused minor prop¬ 
erty damage both at the plant 
and at the homes of a number of 
Convair employees last week. 

Marion W. Peck, Material (4- 
6) department, suffered minor 
bums when a bolt of lightning 
smashed through the roof of 
warehouse No. 4 as Peck was on 
the telephone. Lightning appar¬ 
ently coursed through telephone 
lines on way to ground. 

Knocked to the ground at the 
same instant was Patrolman 
Harold G. George, who was walk¬ 
ing almost beneath the spot where 
lightning came through the roof. 
The strike opened a hole large 
enough for the deluge to pour in¬ 
side the building. Both were 
treated at the dispensary and re¬ 
turned to work. 

As the downpour continued, 
another bolt of lightning struck 
Texas Electric Service Co.’s 
White Settlement sub-station, 
burning out a transformer in the 
system which supplies Convair 
FW power. With all plant lights 
out, except standby emergency 
lamps, all work was stopped for 
a matter of minutes until repairs 
could be made. 

Probably most exasperated peo¬ 
ple in the plant, however, were 
those working in and around the 
Machine Shop, Tooling Office, 
Test Laboratory and Industrial 
Relations Department. All were 
flooded with an inch or more of 
water — including CONVAIR¬ 
IETY. 

Storm sewers were unable to 
handle so many thousands of gal¬ 
lons of water in such a short 
time. As a result, water backed 
up, pushing off manhole covers 
in those areas, and sending re¬ 
treating workers to drier areas. 

Bright cracks were numerous, 
most frequent going something 
like this: “Think we’ll have fish 
for dinner tonight. Just caught 
a string under my desk.” 

Not funny, however, was the 
situation at many a Convair em¬ 
ployee’s home. Convair wives 
and Convair second shift men off 
duty at the time anxiously watch¬ 
ed waters climb higher and 
higher as the rain continued in 
the Crestwood, Linwood, River¬ 
side additions and other areas. 
Little serious damage was re¬ 
ported, however. 

Korean Poll Topic 
For Club Speaker 

Results of a national public 
opinion poll on the Korean ques¬ 
tion will be discussed Oct. 18 be¬ 
fore a joint meeting of Convair 
SD, Solar and Ryan Management 
Clubs in the Hotel San Diego. 

The dinner meeting, in the 
Continental Room, will feature 
Dilman M. K. Smith, vice-presi¬ 
dent of Opinion Research Co., as 
speaker and Billy Carmen and his 
orchestra for entertainment. 


KLM pilots have proved that 
girdles are not alone in boasting 
a built-in stretch. 

A Garuda Indonesian Airways 
Convair-Liner that a KLM crew 
picked up at San Diego for de¬ 
livery abroad has stretched out 
its range performance to set a 
new transcontinental record for 
the twin engine transports. In 
one hop Sept. 15, from San Diego 
to New York, Garuda’s second 
Convair covered 2,440 miles. 

Capt. Clifford Rowbottom, 
veteran Royal Air Force flyer 
and now a KLM skipper, was at 
the controls when the improved 
type Convair-Liner took off from 
San Diego. Outer wing panel 
tanks (which will mark all Ga¬ 
ruda ships) gave increased fuel 
capacity of 1,550 gallons and our 
gross weight was 41,790 pounds. 

Rowbottom, Co-pilot Frank 
Rock and Flight Engineer Lie- 
shout had plotted a great circle 
route to take us over Winslow, 
Ariz., Kansas City and Pitts¬ 
burgh. The route is the shortest 
across the country and is a series 
of straight flight paths with dif¬ 
ferent compass headings. About 
every 250 miles we changed head¬ 
ing about five degrees. 

Best winds were reported at 
17,000 feet and we climbed to 
that level. Skirting military 
areas between San .Diego and 
Salton Sea caused us to lose seven 
minutes, however, and we fell 
another minute behind on the leg 
to near Los Alamos, New Mexico. 
We were 15 minutes behind at 
Kansas City due to tail winds 
that proved slower than antici¬ 
pated. 

“It’s going to be a border line 
flight from here on,” Rowbottom 
announced as we passed over the 


Missouri River. “Our tail wind 
is 10 knots instead of the 27 we 
figured on.” 

Soon after passing Indianapolis 
we descended to 13,000 feet and 
got into low blower. Rowbottom 
estimated this would save about 
150 pounds of fuel. (The crew 
plans in terms of pounds of fuel 
rather than gallons and the quan¬ 
tity gauge registered pounds in 
tanks, at rate of about six pounds 
to a gallon.) 

Approaching Pittsburgh (our 
alternate airport in case we 
couldn’t make New York non¬ 
stop) it was nip and tuck. CAA 
reported New York weather clear 
and Rowbottom, after studying 
Lieshout’s cruise charts said: 

“Let’s go on. We can make it 
by throttling back to about 800 
hp per engine.” 

Nine hours and 44 minutes 
after leaving San Diego, we land¬ 
ed at New York’s Idlewild air¬ 
port. This was 59 minutes longer 
than Rowbottom had expected. 
However, as he remarked later, 
he wanted a transcontinental rec¬ 
ord, not a speed mark. Even at 
that, our average was 250 mph. 


First Garuda Flies 
Gander to Holland 

A few days before Garuda’s 
No. 2 Convair-Liner spanned the 
U. S. non-stop, the No. 1 plane 
also was making history. 

After leaving San Diego Sept. 
9 and stopping off in New York, 
No. 1 continued on to Gander, 
Newfoundland, and then flew 
non-stop Sept. 11 to Amster¬ 
dam, a distance of 2,650 miles, 
for a new Convair-Liner record. 



AT TAKEOFF—A few minutes before Garuda Convair-Liner took 
off on record hop to New York, Mark Miller of Commercial Sales 
wishes luck to Pilot Clifford Rowbottom while Ralph Lowry (Dept. 6 
SD) weighs in Robert Lugten of KLM who went along on flight. 
Surrounding C. W. Dale (on bicycle) are members of Dept. 27 and 
300 crew that readied plane for flight: D. Guest, R. Collins, W. 
McDougal, J. Eismann, L. Rulik, K. Chott, J. Hanichek. 























































Three-Quarters of Goal— $21,600—Already Reached in Convair FW Chest Drive 


With two days left to go, Con- 
vair FW employees already had 
given $21,615.48—more than 75 
per cent of their goal—to the 
1950 Community Chest campaign. 

M. L. Hicks, plant campaign 
chairman, expressed his thanks 
to employees for their quick and 
generous response, and gave his 


assurance that the plant as a 
whole would go well over its 
quota .when returns are complete. 

“Right now,” he said, “we 
know of many departments which 
have raised substantial amounts. 
But they haven’t turned them in, 
and those amounts can’t be in¬ 
cluded in the figure until they 
are turned into the cashier.” 


Hicks expressed particular 
satisfaction that for the first 
time in several years, first de¬ 
partment in the plant to reach 
and exceed its quota was one of 
the larger factory departments, 
44, Nose and Tail, of which Sam 
E. Keith Jr. is general foreman. 

Nose and Tail turned in 111.5 


per cent of quota before end of 
the first day. Other departments 
which went over the first day 
were Bomb Bay (43), 102.7 per 
cent, Contracts (11), 180.9 per 
cent, and Public Relations (5), 
537.0 per cent. 

At end of the third day, 13 of 
the 33 departments had made 
more than 100 per cent of quota. 


These were: Division Man¬ 
ager’s Office, Public Relations, 
Works Department, Industrial 
Engineering, Accounting, Con¬ 
tracts, Traffic, Tooling, Machine 
Shop, Bomb Bay, Nose and Tail, 
Wing Sub-assembly and Struc¬ 
tures, and Tool Room and Fix¬ 
tures. 


Let's Give That Last 
Push to Send Chest 
Drive Over the Top! 



Tooling, Flight 
Acquire New 
Superintendents 

Appointments of new su¬ 
perintendents in Tooling- and 
Flight departments, and an 
assistant department head 
in Inspection, headed lists of 
promotions at Convair FW 
last week. 

R. W. Dodd was appointed 
superintendent in charge of the 
Flight department’s shop opera¬ 
tions group. 

T. E. Hoffman took over duties 
as assistant chief of Inspection. 

D. B. Kelty was named super¬ 
intendent in charge of all Tooling 
operations on second shift. 

Dodd, who reports to Flight 
Manager B. A. Erickson, former¬ 
ly was general foreman. As 
superintendent of 12-4, Dodd has 
two sections reporting to him: 
flight test operations supervised 
by C. J. Keith, and instrumenta¬ 
tion, supervised by R. G. Bryden. 

Dodd originally went to work 
at Convair in San Diego in 1941, 
transferred to FW in 1942. He 
was assigned to the XB-36 proj¬ 
ect throughout most of its history 
until it was completed, after 
which he served as foreman and 
general foreman in field opera¬ 
tions until going to Flight de¬ 
partment. He is a native of San 
Antonio, and obtained his school¬ 
ing at Austin, Tex. 

Hoffman, who is now assistant 
to J. Y. McClure, chief of Inspec¬ 
tion, was promoted from Inspec¬ 
tion department general super¬ 
visor. He worked at SD division 
from 1940 to 1943, when he trans¬ 
ferred to the New Orleans divi¬ 
sion operated by Convair during 
World War II. 

He transferred to FW division 
in 1945, and has served continu¬ 
ously since that time. His experi¬ 
ence before coming to Convair 
included five years as a first 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Scroll Carried to 
Patient in Hospital 

Roxy Kuswara doesn’t like to 
be when things are 

going on in the upholstery 
group of Dept. 73, Sub-Assem¬ 
bly, FW. 

But she was confined to bed 
in St. Joseph’s Hospital when 
she read in CONVAIRIETY 
that Convair employees were 
signing the Crusade for Free¬ 
dom scroll and contributing 
funds to support Radio Free 
Europe. 

A woman of action, Roxy got 
on the phone, called CON¬ 
VAIRIETY. “I want to put 
my name on that list and make 
my contribution,” said Roxy, 
“but I can’t get out of this 
bed.” 

CONVAIRIETY got busy. A 
call to the Employee Services 
section and E. G. Crosier vol¬ 
unteered to take one of the 
Freedom scrolls to the hospital. 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
heard about it—and Roxy also 
had her picture in the paper 
next day. Roxy was at SD 
division before coming to FW. 
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FREEDOM SCROLL—First to sign Freedom Scroll in his area 
at Convair FW was J. T. Potts Jr., Dept. 44. Scroll is held by R. E. 
Atnip, Dept. 44 assistant foreman. 


Convair Folk Flock to 
Sign Freedom Pledge 


Population' Passes 

21000 Mark at FW, 
Steady Climb Ahead 

Getting ready in event Convair is called upon for all- 
out B-36 bomber production, Fort Worth division is .now 
well into an expanded program under which about 25 per 
cent of the basic airplane will be built by sub-contractors. 


The pledge of 15,503 Convair 
FW employees to work for demo¬ 
cratic freedom throughout the 
world will be forever enshrined 
Oct. 24—United Nations Day— 
when the Crusade for Freedom 
Bell is dedicated in Berlin, Ger¬ 
many. 

That was the number of Con¬ 
vair FW employees who volun¬ 
tarily signed Crusade for Free¬ 
dom scrolls circulated throughout 
the plant at lunch and rest pe¬ 
riods. 

It was an impressive figure— 
more than one-fifth of the 60,000- 
signature goal for the entire Fort 
Worth campaign. 

In addition, they voluntarily 
contributed a total of $3,045.16. 
This is about one-fifth of the 
amount contributed by the entire 
city of Fort Worth. 

The money will be used to sup¬ 
port Radio Free Europe, broad¬ 
casting station in Germany which 
is beaming anti-communist and 
pro-democratic programs to en¬ 
slaved peoples behind the Russian 
iron curtain. 

Fred Korth, Fort Worth chair¬ 
man of the campaign, lauded the 
response of Convair employees in 
a letter of thanks to Ray O. Ryan, 

Phillips Will Head 
Public Relations 

Hudson Phillips late last month 
was named director of Public Re¬ 
lations for Convair. He has been 
acting director since mid-June 
and will continue as an associate 
with H. A. Bruno and associates 
of New York City, Convair’s 
public relations counsel. 

Before joining Bruno in 1946, 
Phillips was with the Associated 
Press in New York for more than 
nine years. 


Convair vice-president and divi¬ 
sion manager. Said Korth, in 
part: 

“The thousands upon thousands 
of signatures on the Freedom 
scrolls, and the generous contri¬ 
butions to Radio Free Europe, far 
exceeded our expectations. 

“The several hundred foremen, 
assistant foremen and supervisors 
who circulated the scrolls per¬ 
formed an outstanding service for 
the Crusade and for their fellow 
workers by giving them the op¬ 
portunity of participating. 

Loyd L. Turner, manager of 
Public Relations, served as Cru¬ 
sade for Freedom chairman for 
the plant-wide drive. 


Expansion of the program was 
signaled when Ray O. Ryan, Con¬ 
vair vice-president and division 
manager, announced creation of 
the new sub-contracts department 
reporting to V. C. Gillon, Produc¬ 
tion manager, and headed by C. 
L. Glover. 

While sub-contractors will be 
doing additional B-36 work which 
otherwise would be done at FW 
or SD, new sub-contracts will 
have no effect on employment 
rolls at either division because 
present employees in virtually all 
classifications will still be needed 
to meet current B-36 production 
schedules. 

“In fact,” said Ryan, “unless 
the picture changes, we will be 
hiring at the rate of several hun¬ 
dred a week for many weeks to 
come.” 

Convair FW employment pass¬ 
ed the 21,000 mark in September, 
and was still rising. 

Farming out B-36 work to 
other firms is being done for sev¬ 
eral reasons. One is to lay pre¬ 
liminary groundwork for all-out 
mobilization if Convair were to 


napping, nor unprepared in case 
of emergency of any kind at the 
Fort Worth division. 

Under a master emergency 
plan now being developed, an or¬ 
ganization will be set up and 
ready to take over in a matter 
of moments should anything in 


be called upon for a maximum 
B-36 effort. This is in line with 
the government’s nation-wide 
plan to build up our defenses 
against possible aggression. 

Another is to avoid additional 
expenditure of capital funds for 
tooling and facilities at Convair 
FW, as otherwise would be re¬ 
quired. 

Production Manager Gillon ex¬ 
plained that Convair’s aim is to 
award new sub-contracts only 
when the work can be performed 
by the sub-contractor at a cost 
comparable to the cost of doing 
the work in the plant; only to 
manufacturers who have neces¬ 
sary machinery, facilities and fi¬ 
nances ready at hand; and only 
to manufacturers located close 
enough to Fort Worth to make 
shipping of parts and components 
practical. 

“A sub-contract in Maine for 
large B-36 components would be 
obviously ridiculous,” said Gillon. 
“If a national emergency were 
declared, transportation is one of 
(Continued on Page 2) 


At the policy level, emergency 
planning is being done with the 
counsel of Lt. Col. A. E. Stuart, 
resident officer-in-charge for the 
Air Firce at Convair FW; Ray 
O. Ryan, Convair vice-president 
and division manager; R. J. Don¬ 
nelly, manager of Industrial Rela¬ 
tions; Don J. Clow, chief indus¬ 
trial engineer; Carswell AF Base 
officers; Fourth Army headquar¬ 
ters; civilian defense officials of 
the city of Fort Worth; the Air 
Force’s Office of Special Inves¬ 
tigation; and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

Directly responsible for carry¬ 
ing out the plan is C. E. Doering, 
newly appointed Convair FW de¬ 
fense co-ordinater, who is spend¬ 
ing full time on the job, and who 
works closely with Capt. William 
L. Stevenson, administrative as¬ 
sistant to Col. Stuart, and Max 
Clarke, Convair FW security offi¬ 
cer. 

Purpose of the plan is to set 
up a skeleton organization into 
which, in event of any emergency, 
all necessary personnel may be 
organized immediately to take ac¬ 
tion to minimize loss of life, 
property damage and delay in 
production of B-36 bombers. 

D o e r i n g points out that 
trouble might arise from various 
(Continued on Page 2) 



CONTRAST—B-36 tails protruding from building 3 at SD offer 
a study in contrasting size. Note relative size of automobile parked 
alongside building! 


Plan Developed to Protect Plant 
Regardless of Type of Emergency 

Convair folk won’t be caught the nature of trouble strike at 

Convair FW. 
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CONVAIRIETY 


October II, 1950 



NEW JOBS—Left to right are: T. E. Hoffman, new assistant Chief of Inspec- I 27); J. H. Deitzer, assistant chief of Materials; D. B. Kelty, second shift Tooling 

tion at FW; L. E. Whitten, superintendent of Maintenance (CONVAIRIETY, Sept. | superintendent; R. W. Dodd, shop operations superintendent in Flight department. 


Jlo<t Roo-h 



HOT DOGS AND SQUARE DANCING—Top photo: Betty 
Hoffman, Irene Wylie, Eddie Stromer, Bessie Powell and Naomi 
Gould are on hand to get their share of hot dogs at Dept. 73 FW 
party Sept. 23 at Ernest Allen ranch, while in lower picture some of 
160 guests circle round. In photo are Carl Phink, Mrs. O. R. Hen¬ 
derson (only hand visible), Henderson, Mrs. Carl Roberts, J. V. 
Rettan, Hazel Christy, Jack Mansker and Mrs. Phink. 

FW 'Population' Passes 21,000 
With Continued Climb Ahead 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following: received service pins 
during the period July 1 through Sept. 
30: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 6, D. B. 
Suggs; Dept. 7, A. N. Ballard. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, L. J. Hal- 
penny, G. E. Trimlett; Dept. 7, S. J. 
Barinka, W. E. Magnuson ; Dept. 9, R. 
P. Curry : Dept. 12, R. G. Bryden, L. E. 
Johnson ; Dept. 31, C. W. Jettun ; Dept. 
44, S E. Sill'yman ; Dept. 45, J. B. Dins- 
more ; Dept. 48, J. A. Dreiling; Dept. 50, 
W. F. Campbell; Dept. 61, C. N. Main ; 
Dept. 73, R. W. Braswell, W. W. Cooper, 

J. E. Massey ; Dept. 81, E. A. Hornell. 

Five-year pins: Dept 3, P. W. Ben¬ 
nett, C. A. Frayer, P. L. Wise ; Dept. 4: 
G. E. King, E. E. McCollum, M. J 
Penney, V. W. Potts ; Dept. 6 ; W. Brink- 
ley, G. C. Brogdon, L. F. Childs, W. W. 
Collier Jr., J. M. Gilbert, H. H. Hooper, 
E. M. Kezer, R. W. Lederer, V. H. Mc¬ 
Daniel, J. R. Massie, B. J. May, C. E. 
Neyland, E. A. Olsovsky, M. F. Towsley. 

Dept. 7: A. H. Armstrong; Dept. 9: 
J. H. Billings, W. F. Bonds, J. G. Cant¬ 
rell, E. O. Cronce, D. N. Dalton, M A. 
Jenkins; Dept. 11: V. B. Jones; Dept. 
12: H. B. Riggs, J. L. Surber ; Dept. 20: 
E. A. Dixon, P. T. Mayo, W. A. Smith ; 
Dept. 22: J. R. Benton Jr., G. S. Dailey, 
R. M. Duncan Jr., P. L. Earp. S. I. El¬ 
rod, H. Kizer; Dept. 24: J. N. Banks, 


B. B. Beseda, 

B. A. 

Gordon, 

O. 

J. 

Kippenbrock, D. 

B. Kongable. 

C. 

B. 

Mitchella. M. F. 

Pound, 

B. B. Shephard, 

B. C. Warden, 
Worthy Jr. 

A. R. 

Winter, 

J. 

E. 

Dept. 25: W. 

Clark, 

E. H. 

Shaver; 


Dept. 27: O. R. Brewer, J. E. Church, 
H. P. Conway, D. P. Kennedy, J. W. 
Lacy, J. B. Dee, E. B. Schick, D. Shipp, 
H. M. Toomer; Dept. 30: S. B. Beasley, 

J. H. Lawson; Dept. 31: E. F. Allison, 

C. G. Barnes. M. M. Barnes, S. D. Crid¬ 
er, M. E. Hill, W. O. Johnson, P. E. 
Jones Jr., W. B. McKinney, J. B. Mack, 

K. S. Meissner, V. R. Roberts, W. V. 
Warren, F. S. Williams. 

Dept. 43: B. J. Boone, F. J. Hobbs, 

B. F. Luther, W. P. Matheus ; Dept. 44: 
A. O. Barnes, J. S. Carter, H. H. Cooke, 
T. Hernandez, PI. E. West; Dept. 45 ; W. 
T. Bagley, J. T. Muse; Dept. 46: H. 
Bean, T. B. Hooper. B. F. Lefors, W. E. 
Lockaby, R. L. McKnight, M. H. Wylie; 
Dept. 47: H. L. Boner, C. R. Bowers, 
R. A. Doggett, J. S. Gerock Jr., M. O. 
Hudson, O. R. Livingston, W. T. 
Lowery, C. Norman, A. W. Pike, H. O. 
Slone, W. L. Thigpen. 

Dept. 48: F. T. Crouch, S. B. Harrell, 
J. A. Jones, G. C. Long, E. J. Tucker, 

L. B. Venable ; Dept. 50 ; J. D. Av°rett, 
J. W. Giles, L. Gilmore, P. E. Hook, 
P. F. Keown, S. E. J. Levisee, V. J. 
Luke, M. A. McCauley, W. B. Morgan, 
J. Stanley, J. O. Waggoner Jr.. B. P. 
Williams, J. A. Wood; Dept. 61: C. M. 
Bramblett, J. L. Brock, M. D. Fuqua 
Jr., R. Gunter, R. S. Hardin, G. L. 
Joyner, O. R. Marsden, J. G. Wetzel; 
Dept. 63: T. T. Baker, B. J. Edinburgh, 
J. R. King, L. L. Woodson. 

Dept. 73: N. L. Baker. L. W. Camp¬ 
bell, G. M. Griffin, B. H. Park, E. S. 
Parr, P. F. Wasser, N. T. Williams; 
Dept. 75: H. V. Hughes; Dept. 76: J. A. 
Frisbie, K. Gunter; Dept. 81: J. H. 
Arnold, E. F. Boatman, C. S. Coleman, 

C. A. Edwards, B. J. Ellis, R. W. Er¬ 
win, V. Goff, O. F. Harris, H. I. Law¬ 
ler, J. N. Marple, M. O. Murphree. J. 
V. Nichols, L. R. Palmer, W. P. Pal¬ 
mer, P. E. Parks, H. O. Ritchmond, O. 
C. Sumerlin, F. E. Thomas; Dept. 82: 

C. J. Baker, J. C. Breitenstein, C. B. 
Cain, W. D. Cannon, C. S. Dodson, J. 
A. Huffaker, A. H. James, W. L. Lind¬ 
say, C. B. West, V. D. Wheeler, E. H. 
Wood. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

J. T. Coffee Jr., Dept. 20-3, wants 
ride to and from 1509 Clinton, first 
shift. MA-2544 or ext. 2130. 

H. E. Britt, Dept. 31-2, wants ride 
to and from 4136 Hampshire, second 
shift. LA-0290. 

# Lottie Fay Garth, Dept. 27-0, wants 
ride from 2506 May. Home phone, WI- 
3828. . Plant, ext. 3153. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

BAKER—Daughter, Connie* Jean, -6 
lbs. 11 oz., born . Sept. 14 to. Mr. and 
Mrs. Orville Baker, Dept. 6-2. . 

BUDROS—Son, Ronald Charles, .7 lbs. 
5 oz., born Sept. 26 to Mr.- and Mrs. • J. 
L. Budros, Dept. 3-3. 

HAMMOND—Son, Jimmie Wayne, \7 
lbs. 12 oz., born Sept. 21 to Mr. and 
Mrs. B. E. Hammond, Dept. 20. 

HAUN—Daughter, Dana Lynn, 7 lbs. 
1 oz., born Sept. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. L. 

D. Haun, Dept. 47. 


To The Colors 

The following Convair FW employees 
gave military service as reason for their 
terminations in the period Aug. 23 
through Sept. 6: 

Dept. 4, J. J. Bell, W. M. Careathers, 
H. R. Hughes, B. C. Sellers; Dept. 12, 
B. B. Cox, K. W. Hill, L. A. Smith, G. 
W. Wilson ; Dept. 20, J. C. Dodson Jr., 
W. D. Hardison ; Dept. 22, T. J. Bailes, 
J. H. Hartline, J. D. Lynch, J. D. Ray, 
J. F. Shamburger, L. N. Short, B. R. 
Sitton, L. H. Wilkerson ; Dept. 27, W. R. 
Finley, Elvest Shiflet, C. A. White ; 
Dept. 31, W. W. Goochey, J. E. Johnson, 

E. E. Kent, M. K. McCollum, O. L. 
Morris. 

Dept. 43, D. L. Chapman; Dept. 44, 

A. M. Andrews, J. C. Brewer Jr., John 
Bryant Jr., B. J. Mitchell; Dept. 45, 
R. H. Greener, F. G. Norris; Dept. 46, 

B. M. Basham, B. F. Crook, W. L. 
Holmes, J. R. Parsley, H. J. Spencer, H. 
E. Vaughan ; Dept. 47, J. H. Burt, B. J. 
Byrd, T. M. Gilchrist, Carl Helton, Dan 
O’Day, D. I. Schillings, L. M. Vaughn, 
J. C. Wilson ; Dept. 48, Virgil Holloway, 
Clifton Richardson, D. C. Watson ; Dept. 
50, R. G. Judkins; Dept. 63, W. L. 
Doughthy, T. M. Fleming, J. E. Kinser, 
T. L. Thaxton, Charles W. Wheat Jr. 

Dept. 73, C. B. Allen Jr., C. N. Du¬ 
gan, W. J. Halbrook, B. W. Hutton, H. 
H. Jenkins, R. L. Kurtrick, P. E. 
Lowry, D. E. Rhode, J. W. Smith, D. P. 
Traer; Dept. 75, C. W. Tyer; Dept. 76, 

D. A. Lord, Leroy Mihills; Dept. 81, 
Durwood Hinson, C. J. Newsom, O. O. 
Wallum; Dept. 82, J. E. Zimm. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision (and pro¬ 
fessional and administrative employees) : 
Dept. 3: to supervisor, J. B. Ellis. 
Dept. 4: to assistant foreman, C. 
Doyle, C. Hunley; to assistant supervi¬ 
sor, H. A. Morrow, J. T. Ringo. 

Dept. 6: to chief chemist, K. E. 
Dorcas; to assistant project engineer, W. 
A. Clegern. 

Dept. 7: To assistant superintendent, 
R. E. Davis, A. N. Ballard. 

Dept. 8: To assistant supervisor, W. L. 
Bradley, C. C. Shafer, D. E. Sloan, L. 
Wilkerson. 

Dept. 9 : To assistant supervisor, G. T. 
Walters, D. H. Denton, R. E. Hynes, 
N. E. Kuhn ; to supervisor, R. W. Har¬ 
well. 

Dept. 12: To superintendent, R. W. 
Dodd. 

Dept. 20: To assistant supervisor, J. 
L. Wilson; to assistant foreman, J. D. 
Ratliff, R. L. Ash. 

Dept. 22: To general foreman, R. B. 
Williams. 

Dept. 24: To assistant supervisor, S. 
J. Middleton; to general supervisor, A. 
L. Barnett; to superintendent, D. B. 
Kelty. 

Dept. 25 ; To assistant foreman, L. S. 
Brooks, L. E. Blanke, G. W. Creed; to 
foreman, J. B. Soule; to superintendent, 
L. E. Whitten. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, J. H. 
Bethell, L. T. Spence, O. T. Harrell, A. 
J. Mazurek, W. C. Glodfelty. 

Dept. 30: To assistant foreman, C. A. 
Anderson, G. F. Tipton; to assistant 
general foreman, J. B. Gauntt. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, R. L. 
Coder, J. L. Roberts, W. O. Yale. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, W. L. 
Conley, W. A. Long. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, E. C. 
Morris Jr., W. A. Douglas, L. L. Powell, 
J. McFall, J. D. McClendon, A. C. 
Long, J. F. Johnson, H. S. Hale, H. N. 
Gilbert, E. Dunn, A. B. Weatherford; 
to foreman, R. M. Wilmut. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, H. B. 
Lancaster; to assistant general foreman, 
A. J. Combs. 

Dept. 47: To foreman, J. N. Carr. 
Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, D. T. 
Bradley. 

Dept. 50: To assistant general fore¬ 
man, L. H. Allen. 

Dept. 61: To general foreman, G. E. 
Lewis Jr. 

Dept. 75: To assistant general fore¬ 
man, G. W. Righter. 

Dept. 82: To assistant foreman, 0. E. 
Howard; to foreman, E. W. Reynolds; 
to general foreman, W. M. Berry. 

Lost and Found 

LOST—17-Jewel Ha Iveta pocket watch 
and fob. $10 reward offered by W. S. 
Wake man, Convair FW Dept. 61. 

Transfers 

Recent transfers, San Diego to Fort 
Worth: F. V. Barron, Dept. 360, M. M. 
Foye, Dept. 401, J. T. Ready, Dept. 6. 


A job at Convair is a job in national 
defense and therefore a public trust. 
What you hear here keep to yourself. 


Tooling, Flight 
Acquire New 
Superintendents 

(Continued from page 1) 
aviation mechanic in the U. S. 
Navy. He is a native of Hunts- 
dale, Mo., and attended school in 
Montrose, Calif. 

Kelty formerly was a tool 
manufacturing foreman over 
Dept. 82, pattern shop. As tool¬ 
ing superintendent on second 
shift, he reports to A. P. Higgins, 
chief tool engineer. Kelty has 
these departments reporting to 
him on second shift: 14, 24-1, 
24-8, 81 and 82. 

Kelty’s first employment with 
Convair was 1936 through 1943 
at Vultee field. He came to Con¬ 
vair FW in 1944, and has served 
in Tooling since that time. He 
was born in Vineland, Minn., and 
attended school in Glendale, Calif. 


Emergency Plan 
Formulated at FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 
causes: i. e., tornadoes which are 
relatively frequent in the plains 
area; sabotage, either clandestine 
or by means of force, to either 
the airplanes or the plant; sabo¬ 
tage to utilities outside the plant; 
air raid by aircraft or guided 
missiles; or, in the ultimate, arm¬ 
ed attack or invasion by an 
enemy. In such an emergency, 
the emergency defense organiza¬ 
tion will take over control of 
emergency services. 

Fire Chief H. C. Jones, in 
charge of preventing and combat¬ 
ing fires at the plant, will also 
arrange for a sufficient number 
of properly trained firemen to be 
on duty at all times to render 
first aid and to perform rescue 
work. 

K. Simmons, chief of Plant 
Protection, will be responsible for 
all guards, for traffic control, for 
evacuation of personnel and en¬ 
forcement of orders of the de¬ 
fense co-ordinator. 

Dr. R. B. Miller, of the plant’s 
medical staff, will be in charge of 
all facilities designed to handle 
injuries, of operation of all am¬ 
bulances and of co-ordination of 
plant personnel needs at city hos¬ 
pitals. 

The superintendent of Mainte¬ 
nance, L. E. Whitten, will be 
charged with maintaining utili¬ 
ties, such as telephones, water, 
electricity and air conditioning, in 
order that such service shall suf¬ 
fer as little interruption as pos¬ 
sible. He also will be responsible 
for maintaining personnel for 
building and service repairs, sani¬ 
tation, salvage and decontamina¬ 
tion. 

As work on the plan continues, 
an air raid warden will be named 
and a plan developed to be put 
into action if an air raid should 
occur. This will include orderly 
evacuation of plant personnel to 
other areas. 

Transportation for emergency 
purposes will be under super¬ 
vision of L. Armstrong, of the 
traffic department. 


(Continued from page 1) 
the hardest things hit. And then 
we’d have B-36 components in 
Maine and find it difficult or im¬ 
possible to get them to Fort 
Worth on schedule.” 

For that reason, major new 
sub-contracts issued are to firms 
operating in the midwest and 
southwest. 

These include Beech Aircraft 
Co., Wichita, which will build 
lower nacelles, landing gear 
doors, rudders and vertical fins; 
Spartan Aircraft Co., Tulsa, en¬ 
gine mount extensions, turret 
doors and elevators; Texlite 
Manufacturing Co., horizontal 
stabilizers. 

Still doing sub-contract work 
which has been under way for a 
considerable period of time is 
Bell Aircraft Corp., Buffalo, 
N. Y., which builds jet pod nacel¬ 
les, and more than a dozen other 


firms with smaller assemblies and 
projects. 

Convair FW production depart¬ 
ments already are under way 
building up a backlog of com¬ 
ponents. and parts to use on the 
B-36 during the period when 
manufacture is transferred from 
the FW division to the new sub¬ 
contractors. 

In some cases, sub-contractors 
will send employees to FW to ob¬ 
tain Convair know-how, such as 
on Metlbonding developed by 
Convair, and on magnesium anod¬ 
izing. In other cases, Convair 
FW may send representatives to 
the sub-contractor’s plants. 

Convair FW, in addition, is al¬ 
ready in the process of making 
duplicate sets of manufacturing 
tools to be used by the sub-con¬ 
tractors, since Convair will pro¬ 
vide most of such tools the out¬ 
side suppliers need. 
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News About Your CRA 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 



CRA Names Snapshot Winners at Fort Worth 






p.m. each Wednes- 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Games from 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W\ C. Stripling Junior High School gym¬ 
nasium. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 
day at Rockwood Club House, 18th and Jacksboro Highway. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. Meeting of all team 
managers 7:30 p.m. Nov. 1, at City Recreation Hall. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meetings 7:45 p.m. Oct. 13 
and Oct. 20 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3196. Instruction in “retouching” 
at Oct. 23 meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Fort Worth School of Photography, 104 E.. 12th. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 12:20 to 12:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 p.m. 
Oct. 12 and Oct. 26 at Recreation Ha]l, 215 W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Classes at 8 p.m. each Monday 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at Forest Park Driving Range. Tournament 
now under way at Z. Boaz golf course. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING-FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Trap shoot Oct. 
21 at Fort Worth Trap and Skeet Club. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Family skating 7 to 10 
p.m. Oct. 13 and Oct. 20 ; ice dancing class 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. 17 and Oct. 24; 
second shift skating 12 to 2 p.m. Oct. 17 and Oct. 24, at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 50- 
foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide tourna¬ 
ment now under way. 

RADIO CLUB—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for new 
riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, 
jack pot roping and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at ORA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Oct. 16 and Oct. 23 at North 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis- 
, continued until next spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Plant-wide 
singles tournament now in progress. Contact departmental commissioner. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 2131 or 6290. Free 
water skiing each Sunday afternoon at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. 


SNAPSHOT WINNERS—Here are few of successful photos in recent CRA snapshot contest at 
FW. Left above, third-place winner, taken by Tommy Edwards (son of George Edwards, Dept. 73) 
of young Stephen Edwards. Center: scenic shot made by A. V. Fant (Dept. 6) made in Alaska, 
took third in color division. Right: H. T. Stucker (Dept. 6-1) took first place with this mountain 


scene. 


Fall Dance Set 
For Nov. 18 at 
Mission Beach 

Though barely recovered from 
the big task of staging the an¬ 
nual circus-picnic for Convair 
SD, SD’s CRA Council last week 
lost no time in making prelimi¬ 
nary plans for the next big frolic. 

“We have chosen Nov. 18 as 
the date for the annual fall 
dance,” Eddie Robinson, SD CRA 
president, announced. “It will be 
at Mission Beach ballroom and 
the music will be by our mainstay 
of the past, Charlie Fitzpatrick.” 

The 15-piece orchestra will 
play for dancing and also will 
provide entertainment at suitable 
intervals during the evening. 

“There will be an unusually 
fine door prize this year and I’m 
sure everyone will have a fine 
time,” Robinson said. 


Season's Last CRA 
Rodeo Will be Held 
Oct. 14 at Circle R 

All Convair FW families and 
all families of Air Force person¬ 
nel on duty at Convair FW are 
invited to attend the free Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association 
Rodeo, Oct. 14, it was announced 
this week by W. P. Wood, CRA 
commissioner. 

The rodeo will start at 7:30 
p.m., Oct. 14, at Circle R Ranch, 
about four blocks southwest of 
the traffic circle on Weatherford 
highway. 

This last rodeo of the season 
will include bronc riding, steer 
riding, calf roping and other typi¬ 
cal events. Seats are available 
for spectators. 


Model Airplaners 
Canvassed at FW 

A CRA-sponsored Model Air¬ 
plane Builder’s Club will be form¬ 
ed at Convair FW if enough air¬ 
plane hobbyists show interest, 
H. G. Starkey, CRA president, 
has announced. 

“The activity would be open to 
both beginners and experts in the 
craft,” said Starkey. 

Those who are interested in 
participating in such an activity 
are asked to notify the CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. A charter meet¬ 
ing will be arranged if enough 
persons sign up for the activity. 


CRA Square Dancers 
Seeking Beginners 

Convair SD’s Square Dance 
Club faced the problem this week 
of having more “graduates” than 
“pupils.” 

“As dancers have advanced 
from the beginners group to the 
more skillful, we are gaining 
more and more advanced dancers 
and proportionately fewer begin¬ 
ners,” CRA Commissioner Claude 
Bissell explained. “Ultimately, 
we may run out of beginners and 
be forced to close that part of 
the activity, so any other Convair 
people who would like to partici¬ 
pate and learn the fundamentals 
would be wise to join now.” 


ROCKHOUND ROOST—Arrow shows location of "CRA Shanty" 
at SD where Rockhounds have equipment for preparing semi¬ 
precious stones. Regular classes have experienced instructors to 
give counsel to newcomers. 


CLASS WORK—Convair SD second shifters take advantage of 
Rockhounds equipment at SD before work. Left to right, George 
Rowley (Dept. 300), Bob Johnson, Ed Krupica and Ken Boers (all 
Dept. I 15). Krupica is in charge, gives instruction as students re¬ 
quire it. Group usually meets about noon every Wednesday, stays 
until about 3 p.m. Any interested SD second shifters were urged 
to join, whether beginners in cutting stones or experienced rock¬ 
hounds. 


Mission Bay Watched 
For CRA Possibility 

CRA representatives at SD this 
week explored the possibilities of 
Mission Bay facilities with an eye 
to putting them to use by CRA. 
J. K. Field, Employee Service 
supervisor, and Eddie Robinson, 
CRA president, were slated to 
confer today with members of 
the Mission Beach Advisory Com¬ 
mittee. 


New Class to Give 
Badminton Lessons 

A physical education class fea¬ 
turing badminton instruction is 
being sponsored by the Northwest 
Adult High School on Monday 
and Thursday nights in the Point 
Loma high school girls’ gymna¬ 
sium from 7:45 to 9:45. 

“This is an excellent chance 
for Convair people to obtain in¬ 
struction,” CRA Commissioner 
John Lockwood said. 


KID PICTURES—These took second prizes. At left is black and 
white by J. Herbert (Dept. 6-5) of daughter Joan. At right is color 
slide taken by J. H. Fewell (Dept. 12-4) showing nephew Buddy 
Wylie Jr. tackling cereal. 


Tucknies, Cantrell Named to 
Two Commissioner Posts at FW 


Two new commissioners have 
been appointed to fill vacancies 
on the Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation Employee Council at Con¬ 
vair FW. 

Ed Tucknies, Dept. 44, is the 
new plant basketball commis¬ 
sioner, while Roy Cantrell, Dept. 
22-2, has been appointed Choral 
Club Commissioner. 

Tucknies has been active in 
sports at Convair for seven years. 
An all-state high school basket¬ 
ball star, he has managed Con¬ 
vair basketball teams to indus¬ 
trial league championships for 
four years. 

In 1947, his team went to state 
finals. While stationed with the 
Army at Camp Wolters in 1944, 
Tucknies captained the Texas 
state championship team. Also 
active in softball, he has man¬ 
aged a Convair squad for the 
past three years, going to city 
playoffs each year. 


Photography Class 
Proposed for SD 

Photography classes will be 
held this fall for SD folk, if 
enough are interested in the proj¬ 
ect to make the venture worth¬ 
while, CRA Commissioner C. E. 
Schultz announced. 

- Dick Pender, new Camera Club 
member, would conduct the class, 
covering all fields from basic 
steps to taking pictures and mak¬ 
ing prize winning color prints. 
Schultz advised watching bulle¬ 
tin boards for later developments. 


Switch to Marines 
Brings Quick Action 

When a 20-year-old Convair 
FW spot welder in Dept. 31, 
Walter D. Clark, heard that his 
friends in the Marine Corps re¬ 
serve had received notices to re¬ 
port for active duty, he asked 
for transfer from the Naval to 
the Marine reserve. 

In a matter of days, he was on 
active duty and flew to Cherry 
Point, N. C., with his friends to 
train for combat. Clark is the 
brother of Alex J. Clark, Dept. 
47. 


Cantrell has a wide background 
of musical experience. Besides 
participating in Convair singing 
activities, he is musical director 
of the Berry Street Church, a 
voice instructor, and a member of 
the Friendly Four Quartet. The 
quartet has regularly scheduled 
radio and television shows. 
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Rage 4 


Ha/F Century Man 


SD's Fred Harger Passes 50th 
Year as a Skilled Toolmaker 


A MIDGET MIDGET Classed as three-quarters" of a midget racer is this tiny speedster built 
by Convair SD men. C. W. (Bud) Dale (Dept. 27) is driving and behind him, left to right, are Bob 
Bowzer (formerly of SD), R. C. Dale (Dept. 633) and R. F. (Bob) Holbert (Dept. 47). Bowzer is father- 
in-law to both Dale boys, as they married sisters. Bud races every Sunday at El Cajon Speedway. 


FW Artist Designs 
Plaque for Family 
of Slain Soldier 

Convair FW’s Fred Mohr is a 
sentimentalist at heart. 

Like millions of other Ameri¬ 
cans, he was touched by a recent 
Associated Press story which told 
of a soldier’s last letter to his 
two tiny daughters, written 
shortly before his death on the 
Korean battlefront. 

The letter, written by Pfc. John 
J. McCormick to daughters Jo- 
annie and Rose Marie, may go 


Pint-Sized Speedster 


SD Inspector and Homemade Car 
Rank High on Coast Race Ovals 

Minutes after C.W. (Bud) Dale, SD lead inspector, took 
the wheel of his new “three-quarter” midget raper, he 
almost got a speeding ticket. 

“Completed the day after 


Fred Mohr 

down as one of the most famous 
messages of the Korean war. Be¬ 
cause he has four children and 
six grandchildren of his own, 
Mohr couldn’t forget the soldier’s 
last letter. 

A commercial artist in Dept. 
6-5, Mohr designed a plaque on 
which the letter was imprinted. 
The edges are painted with tiny 
gold and pastel flowers. He’ll 
send a plaque to Joannie and 
Rose Marie, and one to Mrs. Mc¬ 
Cormick, of Collingsdale, Pa. 

“It will be a small contribution 
to a brave soldier’s memory,” 
said Mohr. 


Christmas, I was busting to 
drive but couldn’t find a proper 
place,” Bud explained this 
week. “So we stationed neigh¬ 
borhood kids around the block 
as sentinels to warn me about 
traffic and cops and I took 
off.” 

The machine, completed in a 
backyard workshop in four 
months, ran perfectly but Bud 
returned to the garage only just 
in time. A police prowl car al¬ 
most got him! 

Since then the car has done 
considerable speeding, but all 
within the law. Currently it 
ranks third among this class of 
racer in California and Bud ranks 
fourth as a driver. 

Called TQ’s because they are 
literally three-quarters as big as 
a midget race car, they belong 
to a national racing association 
and although the drivers speed 
for money it is mostly for fun. 
They’ll tow the cars in trailers 
150 miles just for an exhibition! 
The cars are considerably less ex¬ 
pensive than the usual midget. 
They are limited to 650 pounds, 
40-inch wheel base, 40-inch tire 
tread and are powered by two- 
cylinder motorcycle engines of 
various kinds. 

“We get almost as much speed 
as the midgets, but at a cost for 
the car that a working man can 
afford,” Bud explained. 

In this case the car cost about 
$650. The registered owner, Bob 
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WHA HOPPEN?—Camera stopped this action just before real 
grief set in. Bud Dale of Convair SD (foreground) is spun around 
as another car collides during hotly contested race with "three 
quarter midgets" in Los Angeles. Bud was leading with single lap 
to go when put out of contention. He was unhurt, but on a pre¬ 
vious occasion went through crash wall, lost three teeth. 


Bowzer, expert machinist and 
long time Convair man, shared 
the work of construction with 
Bud and his brother, Dick Dale, 
Dept. 633 SD foreman. 

“We gathered parts from 
everywhere, many from our 
Convair Salvage Yard,” Bud 
continued. “About a half dozen 
different automobiles are rep¬ 
resented in our car, in one part 
or another.” 

Their car, No. 34, is powered 
by a Harley-Davidson racing 
motorcycle engine. Wheels are 
motor scooter type. 

Bud started driving about a 
year ago after some time as a 
pit man for midgets. Although 
without previous experience, ex¬ 
cept some motorcycle riding as a 
kid, he caught on quickly. 

“My first race at Lincoln Park, 
Los Angeles, taught me a lesson,” 
he recalls. “These TQ’s are so 
fast and sensitive that your ac¬ 
tions must be twice as fast as in 
normal fast driving. A driver 
ahead of me slowed up slightly 
and before I even knew it one of 
my front wheels had passed com¬ 
pletely over one of his back 
tires!” 

The cars average 55 to 65 mph 
on a one-fifth mile oval. Bud 
can remember races when condi¬ 
tions were right during which he 
seldom took his foot off the 
throttle! 

Bud’s race crew is almost a 
strict family affair, including his 
father-in-law and his brother, 
though more recently R. F. Hol¬ 
bert (Dept. 47 SD) has joined 
the circle and Bud is grooming 
him as a driver because . . . 

“You know how it is, my wife 
isn’t too happy when I’m driv¬ 
ing. ...” 


One day this summer Fred 
Harger reported at his bench in 
Dept. 403 at SD, donned white 
cap and coat that have distin¬ 
guished him for years, and went 
about the day’s work. 

It was a day much like any 
other to everyone except Fred 
Harger; but to him it meant the 
passing of a half century as a 
toolmaker. Few, if any, Convair 
men can look back on so many 
years in a single trade. 

“It was in 1900 and I was 

16,” Harger remembers. “My 
pay as an apprentice with 
Crawford & McCrimmon, manu¬ 
facturers of mining equipment, 
was $3 a week. We worked 10 
hours a day and our machinery 
was hand driven or moved by 
belts attached to steam engines 
. . . steaks were 15 cents and a 
shave and a haircut 25 cents 
and there was nickel beer. ...” 

Harger spent his four-year ap¬ 
prenticeship in Brazil, Ind., and 
then took to the road, as it was 
customary in those days for new 
journeymen to drift around and 
gain experience. During the next 
20 years he worked for several 
different Indiana concerns, build¬ 
ing tools for such varied prod¬ 
ucts as steam engines, heating 
equipment, racing cars, and sub¬ 
marine chasers. He usually had 
a good deal to do with designing 
the tools, too. 

“In those days draftsmen made 
free-hand drawings and that’s all 
we had to work from—just 
sketches. Consequently, tool mak¬ 
ers frequently used their own 
ideas,” he added. 

Depression days of late 1930 
found Harger in Buffalo, work¬ 
ing for Whistler & Sons, tool 
manufacturers. One day he was 
borrowed by Consolidated Air¬ 
craft for a brief period and his 
skills left such an impression 
that he soon was called back for 
a permanent connection. It was 
a happy development. Fred has 
been with the company ever since 
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San Diego in 1935. During career 
he has been inspector, lead man, 
foreman. 

Though 66, Harger is spry and 
active and maintains a roving in¬ 
terest in life about him. “Keep 
enthusiastic and interested. 
That’s the secret of youth,” he 
advises. 

An active mason (Scottish 
Rite) and an Oddfellow, Harger 
has enjoyed a long list of hobbies 
to add variety to his days. 
Among them have been auto¬ 
graph collecting (which has 
drawn him into many contacts 
with the famous; once he chatted 
most of the night with Blackstone 
the Magician in a dressing room 
of a darkened theater), and coin 
collecting (he is largely respon¬ 
sible for the fine numismatic col« 
lection at the Buffalo science mu¬ 
seum and is a charter member 
and curator for the San Diego 
Numismatic Society). 


AN ERA—Since Fred Harger 
(Dept. 403 SD) was an appren¬ 
tice 50 years ago, he has seen 
—and had a part in—American 
industry's rise to a marvel of the 
world. 


'Lone Wolf of Dept. 31 SD Former 
Homesteader in Wyoming Wilds 


Driver Flees Flood 
of Traffic Tickets 

B. G. Laguna (Dept. 632 SD) 
is a hard luck guy. 

For three successive days re¬ 
cently he parked his car on Kett- 
ner Boulevard, above the SD 
plant. Each day, returning in 
late afternoon, he found his car 
pushed out of its parking place 
and double-parked in the street. 
Also, each day he found a new 
parking ticket. 

“The first cost me $2.50 and 
the next two $5 each,” he re¬ 
ported. “I couldn’t afford to keep 
that up so I’m parking elsewhere 
now. Whoever did it—I hope he 
can’t find me. ...” 


Convair SD’s self-styled “lone 
wolf of Special Projects” was far 
from alone late last month when 
more than a dozen associates con¬ 
spired to celebrate his sixtieth 
birthday. 

Bill Crossley, who has been 
with Convair since 1942, calls 
himself a lone wolf because he 
is Dept. 31’s specialist in uphol¬ 
stery and fabric jobs. S. G. 
Hughes, assistant foreman, says 
he has yet to see a fabric or 
leather job that stumps Crossley. 
He comes by his skill both by 
aptitude and inheritance. 


“When I was a boy back in 
Grand Island, Neb., my father 
ran a saddle and harness shop 
and it was natural for myself 
and my brothers to learn the 
trade,” Crossley explains. (His 
brothers include A. H. Crossley 
of Dept. 250 SD and the late 
Arthur L. Crossley, former night 
superintendent at the FW divi¬ 
sion.) 

Prior to coming to San Diego, 
the Crossley family spent a num¬ 
ber of years in the near wilder- 

continued on page 5) 


HOT CAKE—With 60 candles burning, birthday cake for Bill 
Crossley (Dept. 31 SD) got extra baking and photographer got this 
shot just in time. This group, most of whom have been together 
for years (they average eight years with Convair!), bought cake as 
surprise for "a darned nice guy"! Surrounding Crossley are D. R. 
Conklin, R. E. Bowman, A. A. Martin, M. L. Salefski, S. G. Hughes, 
John Korchick, E. A. Meckstroth, W. A. Therion, L. B. Cazort, E. L. 
Brown, L. H. McClannahan, J. K. McKinley, L. E. Starkey, J. H f 
Johnson, J, V. Parker, R. S. Lindstrom. 
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BRITISH STUDY B-36—Officials of Bristol Aeroplane Co. busy 
building Engjand's eight-engine 100-passenger Mark II transport 
plane made full day's study of B-36 production at Convair FW 
in September. In conference here, left to right, are B. A. Erickson, 
manager of Flight; A. F. Pearce, Bristol's production engineer; 
Robert S. Brown, Bristol's general manager; and E. Wenigmann, of 
Convair FW division manager's staff. 


B-36 Experience Helpful in Flying 
Brabazon, Says British Visitor 

The British pilot flight testing 


England’s experimental model of 
her newest and largest transport 
plane, the eight-engine Brabazon, 
saved “months or perhaps more 
than a year” by the experience 
he gained at Convair FW flying 
B-36s. 

The word came in September 
during the Convair FW visit of 
R. S. Brown, general manager of 
England’s Bristol Aeroplane Co., 
and A. E. Pearce, Bristol produc¬ 
tion engineer. 

Brown paid high tribute to 
Convair and Air Force officials 
for enabling his chief test pilot, 
Arthur John Pegg, to visit Con¬ 
vair FW in 1949 to be checked 
out on B-36 flight procedures, 
and to get the “feel” of such 
large airplanes before he took up 
the Brabazon for the first time. 

A short time later, B. A. Erick¬ 
son, Convair FW flight manager, 


visited the Bristol plant during 
a trip abroad. 

“Across the water,” Brown 
said, “we knew from Mr. Pegg 
and Mr. Erickson, and from the 
many pictures we had seen, that 
the Convair FW plant was im¬ 
mense—but we had no idea it 
was as big as we actually find it. 
It’s terrific—stupendous. There 
just aren’t words to describe it.” 

Brown said that he was happy, 
as a citizen of an ally of the 
United States, to know that this 
country has such facilities for 
bomber production, and has B-36 
production so far along. 

The Mark II, the transport ver¬ 
sion of which the Brabazon is 
the first experimental model, has 
eight engines operating in pairs 
for a total horsepower of 28,000, 
as compared to the 42,000 equiva¬ 
lent horsepower developed by the 
six piston and four jet engines 
in the B-36. 


Red Noses Not From Moonshine 
But Sign of B-36 in Flight Test 


Red noses appearing these days 
on jet pods of certain Convair 
B-36s at FW division are not the 
work of painters on a spree, nor 
are they result of anyone’s effort 
to adorn the already beautiful 
B-36. 

The red noses are there for 
very definite—and serious—rea¬ 
sons. 

For one thing, they enable the 
hundreds of employees in the 
shop operations section of the 
Flight department (12-4) to read¬ 
ily distinguish which B-36s are 
currently engaged in the flight 
test program. They need to know 
because they work only on flight 
test airplanes. 

Secondly, the red paint—tradi¬ 
tionally a warning signal—serves 
as a reminder for men working 
round the airplane to stay at a 
jafe distance from jet intakes 


and exhausts when engines are 
running. 

A third point is the fact that 
the red noses enable a pilot taxi¬ 
ing the airplane on the ground 
to more readily judge the posi¬ 
tion of the airplane with rela¬ 
tion to other objects on the 
ground. That’s because he needs 
only a glance out of the side of 
his eye to spot the red noses. 

Fourth: the red paint on the jet 
engine cowling contrasts with 
the bright aluminum of the air 
intake doors. This enables the 
pilot and co-pilot, when in flight, 
to determine at a glance whether 
intake doors are open or closed. 

But besides all that, J. V. 
Wiley, field and service mechanic 
of 12-4, seems to express the 
thought of most people in the 
yard when he says: “They sure 
do look pretty, don’t they?” 



FOR PURPOSE, NOT ADORNMENT—J. V. Wiley, field and 
service mechanic of shop section of flight department (12-4) is 
shown inserting plug in one of Convair FW B-36 jet pods recently 
given red noses. Accompanying article tells why. 


Air Reserve Delegates and High AF Officials 
Hear Plans to Increase B-36 Performance 


Four hundred and twenty-five 
Air Reserve Association national 
convention delegates and high 
ranking Air Force officials were 
guests of Convair FW Sept. 29 
at a luncheon in the Convair cafe¬ 
teria. 

Principal speakers were Harold 
C. Stuart, Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force, and Ray O. Ryan, 
Convair vice-president and divi¬ 
sion manager. 

Stuart complimented ARA 
members and thanked them for 
their assistance in developing and 
supporting Air Force policies. 

As a preface to a tour of the 
full 4,000 feet of the assembly 
building, Ryan told delegates 
briefly of the history of the B-36 
bomber and of the Convair FW 
division, recalling that the plant 


now employs more than 21,000 
people, as compared to its all- 
time World War II peak of ap¬ 
proximately 31,000. 

In speaking of the B-36, Ryan 
cited the improvements which 
have been made since the original 
XB-36 experimental model, and 
expressed confidence that through 
continuing improvements, the B- 
36 will be enabled to “stay 
around for a long time to come.” 

Ryan said that Convair had 
been asked by the Air Force to 
explore the further potentialities 
and stated: “Convair has now 
given the Air Force proposals 
for new changes which will great¬ 
ly increase its speed, range and 
altitude.” 

Current model B-36s have a 
speed of upward of 435 miles per 


hour, a maximum range of 10,000 
miles, and operate at altitudes 
upward of 45,000 feet. 

In a separate party the day 
before, Convair FW was visited 
by Thomas K. Finletter, Secre¬ 
tary of the Air Force. In a sub¬ 
sequent press conference, Fin- 
letter stated of the B-36: “It’s a 
very impressive airplane. I wish 
we had lots more of them.” 

Finletter added that the B-36 
“definitely” will continue in pro¬ 
duction at Fort Worth. 

Finletter’s companion, John A. 
McCone, Under Secretary of the 
AF, was even more enthusiastic 
after the party watched a new 
model B-36D take off. 

“Terrific speed,” said McCone. 
“It climbed almost like a fighter.” 



CONVAIR ARA GUESTS—Informal dining room shot shows some of Convair's Air Force guests 
at luncheon given in honor of Air Reserve Association. Trio in huddle at right, Ray O. Ryan (in dark 
suit), Convair vice president and division manager, Brig. Gen. C. S. Irvine, Carswell AF Base com¬ 
mander, and Harold C. Stuart, Assistant Secretary of Air Force. At left are Frank T. McCoy Jr., 
assistant to the Assistant Secretary, Lt. Col. Ainsley E. Stuart, AF resident officer-in-charg,e at Con¬ 
vair FW, and Col. Beverly H. Warren, chief of Fort Worth AF Procurement Field Office. 


Training Classes Will Prepare 
FW Workers for Convair Jobs 


Training classes to teach hun¬ 
dreds of new Convair FW shop 
employees the know-how they 
need on their jobs are tentatively 
scheduled to get under way this 
month at the Fort Worth Tech¬ 
nical Institute annex behind Will 
Rogers Coliseum. 

R. J. Donnelly, manager of In¬ 
dustrial Relations, said that new 
classes were planned when it be¬ 
came evident to Convair and the 
Air Force that a sufficient num¬ 
ber of experienced eligible air¬ 
craft employees cannot be found 
at this time in the Fort Worth 
area. 

The program will be adminis¬ 
tered for the Industrial Relations 
department by J. L. Budros, Edu¬ 
cation section supervisor, with 
R. B. Craig, assistant supervisor, 
directly in charge. 

The classes will consist of ap¬ 
proximately 18 new employees 
each. Classes will be held eight 
hours a day, five days a week, 
probably on a two or three shift 
basis. 

“Our purpose is to give the 
new employee basic skills in shop 
work and related knowledge he 
needs in his work,” Budros ex¬ 
plained. 

“We have found in the past 
that intensive training for a short 
time will enable the new em¬ 
ployee to do his job better than 
another new employee without 
such training after many weeks 
of work.” 

“But the course is also a ‘prov¬ 
ing ground.’ The new employee 
must show that he’s got the stuff 
tc do the job before he will be 
assigned to a place at the plant. 
He will be continually evaluated 
and graded as he trains. If he 
successfully completes the train¬ 
ing, we’ll put him to work.” 

Same rules and regulations will 
apply at the school as apply at 
the plant, thus further indoctri¬ 
nating the new employee to his 
new work. Such new employees 
also will be entitled to the same 
benefits as are made available at 
the plant, such as Group Insur¬ 
ance and the like. 

Courses cover fabrication, in 


which the employee is taught use 
of the drill press, hand former, 
punch press, metal trim saw, etc., 
aircraft assembling, and sheet 
metal work, all of which will be 
three-week courses, and aircraft 
electrical installation and aircraft 
inspection, both of which will be 
four-week courses. 

Most instructors will be expert 
Convair men. 



“It’s working fine! They don’t 
even care whether they get in to 
see you.” 


Lone Wolf of '3V 
Ex-Homesteader 

(Continued from page 4) 
ness of northern Wyoming, lead¬ 
ing a rugged ranch life. 

“I homesteaded 640 acres 40 
miles from the town of New¬ 
castle. It was rather lonely. The 
trip to town was a three-day 
jaunt by wagon. No roads, just 
trails. I took my wife and family 
there in May, 1917, and from then 
until November, 1919, my wife 
didn’t see a town!” 

During the years Crossley add¬ 
ed another 600 acres to his place 
before selling it. He retained the 
oil rights, however, and since 
then oil strikes in the neighbor¬ 
hood have increased the possibil¬ 
ity of wells on his old ranch. 

The Crossleys have four chil¬ 
dren, two of whom were born on 
the ranch: Marie (Mrs. Neil 
Dooley of San Diego), whose 
birthday is Christmas; Wrenna 
(Mrs. Gerand Moody); John W. 
of Vallejo; and Arthur E. of 
Salem, Ore. 


A job at Convair is a job in national 
defense and therefore a public trust. 
What you hear here keep to yourself. 



CELEBRATION—When H. E. Pasek, Employment supervisor at 
SD, received his 15-year pin recently, associates of Dept. 3 SD 
made a party of it. In foreground is Dick Wilkens, manager of SD 
Industrial Relations, while left to right around table are: J. K. Field, 
R. B. Carter, H. W. Rubottom, V. L. Summitt, Pasek, Frank Merritt, 
Dr. Amarol, H. D. Filloon, Tom Wills. 
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Drivin’est Man 


FW Driver on the Road 32 Miles 
Daily, But It's All Inside Plant 


T. P. Norwood is the “drivin’¬ 
est” man on the Convair FW 
grounds. He should be. That’s 
his job. 

Norwood is driver of the 16- 
passenger, 10-year-old Packard 
which shuttles back and forth 
between the Administration build¬ 
ing and the experimental and 
hangar buildings about six hours 
a day. 

L. H. Armstrong, in charge of 
traffic department’s intra-plant 
transportation section, estimates 
that a total of about 320,000 pas¬ 
sengers have been carried since 
the bus was put on its route in 
1946. 

It makes about 32 round trips 
a day, carrying an average of 10 
people per trip. 

Passengers often query Nor¬ 
wood: “Doesn’t driving this hack 
get old in a hurry?” 

“Traveling the same one-mile 
route every 15 minutes would get 
old to anyone,” says Norwood. 
“But you sure learn a lot about 
people. I just keep my mouth 
shut and my ears open, and life 
never gets dull. But of the thou¬ 
sands of people I’ve hauled, there 
are not many disagreeable ones.” 

Norwood, who has been driving 


in various jobs for 29 years, adds 
about 32 miles a day to his record 
without ever leaving the Convair 
grounds. 

And what does he do on week¬ 
ends? Naturally, he takes Mrs. 
Norwood for a ride in the family 
Chevrolet! 


Congressman Lists 
B-36 High Among U.S. 
Defense Priorities 

The B-36s Convair is building 
for the Air Force are high on the 
nation’s priority list of defense 
weapons, according to Congress¬ 
man George Mahon. 

The Representative, chairman 
of the House Sub-committee on 
Appropriations for the Armed 
Forces, made that statement to 
the press after his Sept. 27 in¬ 
spection of Carswell AF Base and 
the Convair division at FW. 

At Carswell, he lunched with 
Maj. Gen. Samuel E. Anderson, 
Eighth AF commander. At Con¬ 
vair FW, he was shown the plant 
by Ray O. Ryan, Convair vice- 
president and division manager. 



CONVAIR DRIVER—This 16-passenger Packard and Driver T. P. 
Norwood are familiar to thousands of Convair FW workers. Nor¬ 
wood has been driving Convair passengers over same mile route 
from administration building to Flight and Experimental buildings 
for past three years. 


New Dale Carnegie Class Being 
Formed, Open to All Convair 


A chance for all Convair FW 
folk interested to sit in on intro¬ 
ductory sessions of a new Dale 
Carnegie Class being organized 
at the plant was announced last 
week by E. C. Costantino, Con¬ 
vair Management Club education 
committee chairman. 

The introductory sessions will 
be held in the west side of the 
cafeteria tomorrow, Thursday, 
Oct. 12. Second shift people may 
attend the session at 2 p.m. First 
shift people may attend the 4 p.m. 
session. 

Costantino emphasized that all 
Convair FW employees—whether 


hourly or flat salary—are invited 
to attend, and are eligible to take 
the course. 

Leading the introductory ses¬ 
sion will be Harrison B. Taylor, 
Texas general manager for the 
organization which offers the 
courses. 

Purpose of the course is to in¬ 
crease the students’ ability at ef¬ 
fective communication, to de¬ 
velop and improve leadership 
qualities, and to enable them to 
lead richer, fuller and more suc¬ 
cessful lives, both on the job and 
off. 



IT WAS TRUE—Ken Lemley, Convair SD 10-year man in Dept. 
31, was one in a million recently when his number was drawn in a 
gasoline company promotion involving giving away a Mercury 
sedan. He is shown with car which cost him only a $1 transfer fee. 
"Only thing I ever won before in a drawing was an Indian blanket!" 
he said. 



A STERN EXTERIOR—Though frightening, this strange face masks 45 pounds of affectionate 
puppy. Fine example of pure bred English bulldog, Sultan is owned by Robert Hunter, Dept. 401 SD. 


Deceiving 

Fierce Sultan 
Looks Hide 
45 Lbs. of Love 

When Robert Hunter (Dept. 
401 SD) was a student at Oregon 
State his fraternity house had an 
English bulldog mascot and Bob 
decided then and there that this 
was the kind of dog for him. 

Since then he has owned four. 
Latest is an 11-month, 45-pound 
puppy carrying the formidable 
title of Carmencita’s Sultan of 
Sulu. English bull fanciers seem 
impressed by the dog’s conforma¬ 
tion and Hunter is hoping he has 
a champion. 

Thus far the dog has taken a 
first in a San Diego show against 
minor competition, placed in the 
puppy class at a recent Bulldog 
Club of America show at Santa 
Monica (Hunter blames his own 
inexperience in handling for not 
doing better) and will show again 
Oct. 22 at Hemet. 

Although among the friendliest 
of dogs, Sultan’s jaws could 
break an arm. He won’t reach 
full growth until 18 months and 
then should weigh about 55 
pounds. 

Sultan sleeps outside the Hun¬ 
ter home in Lemon Grove in a 
special kennel. 

“You see, he snores,” Hunter 
admitted but hastened to add 
loyally, “Very musically, though!” 


Convairlety Quizzed 
on Publishing Ideas 

CONVAIRIETY not only gets 
around, but it also draws visitors 
from far-off places. 

Capt. Thomas G. A. Welsh and 
two civilians from his office came 
to Fort Worth all the way from 
Ogden, Utah, recently to study 
CONVAIRIETY operation and 
gain ideas for their own publica¬ 
tion. Said Capt. Welsh: “CON¬ 
VAIRIETY is one of the best 
newspapers of its kind that we 
know about.” 


CONVAIR DAUGHTER 
KILLED BY CAR 

Jean Ann Nesmith, three-year- 
old daughter of John Nesmith, 
Convair FW Dept. 11-4, was in¬ 
jured fatally Sept. 25, when 
struck by a car in a vacant lot 
adjoining her home. Jean Ann’s 
sister, four-year-old Jessie Kay, 
was also struck by the car, but 
was only slightly hurt. 


A job at Convair is a job in national 
defense and therefore a public trust. 
What you hear here keep to yourself. 



SUBDUED — Rare moment 
catches English bull quiet along¬ 
side master, Robert Hunter of 
SD. Usually dog is waggling his 
bulk and laughing with affection. 

Parties? Weddings? 
Phone Convairiety 

Been married lately? Plan¬ 
ning a shower party? Any¬ 
thing new along the “sassiety” 
line ? 

With Convair’s total popula¬ 
tion at more than 30,000 (that’s 
both divisions) CONVAIRIETY 
is hard put to it to keep up on 
society news and must rely on 
telephone calls. With news of 
this type—or news of any kind 
—phone ext. 1071 at SD or ext. 
5269 at FW. 


Convair SD Sergeant 
Lands With Marines 

Vern A. Miller, one of first 
members of Dept. 403 at SD to 
leave for the service, wrote re¬ 
cently that he was among U. S. 
Marines that landed on the west 
coast of Korea and drove to 
Seoul. 

Miller, a technical sergeant in 
the First Marines, wrote that he 
is in charge of two machine 
shops, mobile units, “so I guess 
I will be able to keep up my 
trade.” Writing aboard an LST 
before the landing, Miller said, ; 
“Would sure like to see a few 
B-36s fly over about now!” 



“I think I’ll just change clothes, 
do something to my hair, put on 
;ome make-up, and go as I am.” 


Management Club 
Hears Art Briese 

Convair FW Management Club 
members heard lecturer Art 
Briese, Hot Springs, Ark., de¬ 
liver a humorous blast at com¬ 
munism at the Sept. 23 meeting 
of the club in the Convair cafe¬ 
teria. 

Briese filled the speaker’s role 
originally scheduled for ex-con¬ 
gressman Martin Dies, who was 
unable to attend because of ill¬ 
ness. 

The club was presented a 
plaque won recently at the Na¬ 
tional Association of Foremen 
convention in Buffalo, N. Y. For 
the fifth time in eight years, the 
club has won top place in zone 
competition. 



LIFTER — "Elmer," new me¬ 
chanical gadget of Safety sec¬ 
tion FW, demonstrates what 
happens when a lift is improperly 
executed. Top photo shows right 
way, stooping and using legs in¬ 
stead of back. Lower photo 
shows wrong way in which Elmer's 
vertebrae are pulled apart as he 
tries to lift heavy object with 
back alone. 
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THE CAPTAINS BOWL — Captains of Handicap League 
teams at Convair SD roll one for camera just before recent 


evening's sport. Handicap League bowlers meet every Wednes¬ 
day evening at Pacific Recreation alleys. 


Plant Golf Tourney 
Wide Open Contest 


With a hat full of favorites in 
the field, Convair SD golfers will 
start for the wars Saturday, Oct. 
21, in the first round of the an¬ 
nual plant championship over the 
Mission Valley links. 

All flights will include eight 
players except for the champion¬ 
ship which will be 16. The de¬ 
feated eight in the championship 
first round will become the first 
flight, CRA Commissioner Russ 
Osgood said. 

The race for the championship 
v/ill be more of a scramble this 
year than for a long time and 
Russ Strayer, who has won the 
event for the last two years, will 
need all his best shots to repeat. 
He will have to contend with 
Whitey Ostwald, last year final- 

ist and subsequent winner of tbe 
city Industrial title, as well as 
several other Convair veterans 
and a number of sharp new¬ 
comers. 

“Bill Houchin looks like com¬ 
petition to me and so does Bill 
Glithero. Ken Ellis' game is al¬ 
ways a threat and Norm Kuntz, 
Hubert Brooke and several others 
can't be counted out of the pic¬ 
ture," Osgood said. 

Last year's championship con¬ 
solation went to Logan Jenkins 
while Ralph Long took the second 
flight, Wilbur Koehler the third, 
R. Demitrowicz the fourth, Pete 
Saad the fifth, Ed Caldwell the 
sixth, Earl Zeitler the seventh 
(in 21 holes final), H. Walsh the 
eighth and M. C. Val Dez the 
ninth. 

Second round matches will be 
played Saturday, Oct. 28 with 
finals of all flights (except the 
championship and first flight) 
being played on Saturday, Nov. 
4. The championship and first 

Basketball Parley 
Called by Tucknies 

All prospective Convair FW 
basketball team managers are 
asked to meet at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 
1, at the City Recreation Hall to 
make plans for the coming sea¬ 
son, according to Ed Tucknies, 
jRA basketball commissioner. 

Tentative plans have been made 
to form 13 teams, including nine 
on the first shift, and four on the 
second. The nine first shift teams 
will include a six-team intra¬ 
plant league, two men's city 
league teams and one women’s 
city league squad. A four-team 
intra-plant league will compete 
on the second shift. 



“Ostwalt is so afraid everybody 
hasn't heard about that golf tour¬ 
nament he won!" 


flight finals will be Sunday, Nov. 
5. 

No qualifying round is re¬ 
quired. The event is open to all 
employees and all golfers need 
to do to enter is call or contact 
Employee Service, ext. 430; 
Charlie Yater, ext. 1100, or Russ 
Osgood, ext. 1136-1137. Entries 
close Oct. 16 and pairings will 
be announced Oct. 19. 



TOP MAN — Convair SD's 
Marten Mendez, holder of U. S. 
badminton title, will defend his 
laurels this weekend in San Diego 
open tournament over Balboa 
Park courts. He is seeded No. I. 

BADMINTON STARS 
TO CLASH AT SD 

Marten Mendez of Convair SD 
was the chief “target" this week 
as top badminton players gather¬ 
ed in San Diego for the San 
Diego open tournament over the 
courts in municipal gym, Balboa 
Park. 

Mendez, national champion, is 
certain to meet tough competition, 
particularly from Joe Alston, 
1950 national finalist. The tour¬ 
nament lasts Oct. 13, 14 and 15 
with the opening rounds free to 
spectators. 


SD Basketball Will 
Start in November 

Gil Crosthwaite, CRA basket¬ 
ball commissioner at SD, reported 
this week that basketball practice 
will start in mid-November with 
sessions in Balboa Park gym. 

“If there are enough players 
for six teams, we will have a 
plant league. Otherwise, we will 
do as last year and enter the city 
league," he said. “Meanwhile, 
anyone interested in team man¬ 
aging can be thinking it over." 

There's a CRA 
Activity Tailored for 
You. Join up Now. 



Half and Half 

Angler Knutson Divides Honors 
With Shark on Gulf Expedition 


M. C. Knutson of FW has 
been going fishing off the gulf 
coast several times a year for 
four years. His fondest hope 
was some day to catch a tar¬ 
pon. 

His September trip paid off: 
he not only caught a tarpon, 
he caught a tarpon and a half! 

Knutson, assistant general 
foreman Dept. 25-3 second 
shift, had the big fellow on his 
line several hundred feet from 
the boat when he saw the water 
begin to churn around the 
hooked tarpon and he saw the 
dorsal fin of a shark moving in 
for the kill. 

As the battle between the 
shark and the tarpon went on, 
Knutson reeled in the line as 
quickly as he could. With the 
tarpon only about 10 feet from 
the boat, victory was near. But 
the shark was nearer. 

“I watched as the shark came 
in again and closed his teeth on 
the mid-section of the tarpon," 
said Knutson. “He turned the 
tarpon up on end—and the top 
half fell in the water. That's 
what I got.” 

From the front half that 
Knutson pulled in—and which 
shows in the accompanying pic¬ 
ture—Knutson estimates that 
the big boy would have been 
about 14 feet long. 



FISH AND A HALF—M. C. 
Knutson, assistant general fore¬ 
man FW Dept. 25-3 second shift, 
displays tarpon he landed on last 
fishing trip to Gulf of Mexico— 
and "half-a-tarpon" he landed 
after shark got other half! 


Hunter Drops Buck at 250 Yards 
And Has a Witness to Testify! 


In rugged country at 11,000 
feet near Sequoia Harvey Dillow 
(Dept. 27 SD) knew he saw a 
deer at 250 yards, but he wasn't 
sure it was a buck. 


dressed out at 85 pounds while 
Swank's four-pointer weighed 
140 pounds dressed. 


Coronado Badminton 



“The binoculars convinced us, 
and Harvey made a beautiful shot 
with his 30-30," J. W. Swank 
(Dept. 3 SD) related. That was 
on Sept. 26 near Mineral King 
where the pair had packed in for 
a few days shooting. Three hours 
later Swank knocked over his own 
buck with what he described as 
“an easy shot" at 150 yards. 

Dillow's buck (a two-pointer) 


Players Canvassed 

Convair badminton players liv¬ 
ing in Coronado and interested in 
forming a team to compete in 
the forthcoming CRA badminton 
matches were advised to contact 
CRA Commissioner John Lock- 
wood, ext. 312 or Bob Concannon, 
ext. 489. 


SUCCESS—Wide open spaces near Sequoia brought luck for 
Harvey Dillow (Dept. 27 SD), left, and J. W. Swank (Dept. 3 SD) 
on pack trip. 


Jensen Leads SD's 
Pistol Marksmen 
in Quarterly Race 

With a comfortable 25-point 
lead, H. L. Jensen (Dept. 403 SD) 
took the quarterly trophy among 
Convair SD pistol shooters for 
best Class A performance during 
July, August and September. 

In the same division W. L. 
Dittmann was second and Russ 
Morrisette third. 

Chet Sheppherd (Dept. 25), 
comparative newcomer to the 
CRA club, took first in Class B 
with an 840 score, followed by 
Clark Kerr and A. P. Manino. 
In Class C Earl Witman (Dept. 
403), also a new shooter, took 
first with 595 followed by Gerald 
Marcello and A. Cunningham. 

During the September matches, 
Jensen was first in Class A over 
the .22 police course with Shepp¬ 
herd winning Class B and Wit- 
man taking Class C. In the cen¬ 
ter fire and time fire, Kerr won 
Class A, Ralph Castaneda Class 
B and Sheppherd Class C. 


Quarterly Archery 
Shoot to be Oct. 22 

Convair SD’s quarterly archery 
team shoot will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 22, in Balboa Park, CRA 
Commissioner Ed Generas an¬ 
nounced. 

All SD archers are invited to 
participate. Five perpetual 
trophies will be awarded the five 
highest scorers and winners will 
constitute SD’s archery team. 
Type of shoot and further de¬ 
tails will be announced later by 
bulletin. 


Three Win Awards 
in Fishing Contest 

Winners in the quarterly fish¬ 
ing contest of ^Convair Recreation 
Association at FW were an¬ 
nounced this week by R. D. Jones, 
CRA commissioner. 

First for the largest bass in 
the period was L. E. Harris, Dept. 
30. He wins a tackle box. Big¬ 
gest crappie wins a minnow 
bucket for E. A. Edwards, of 
Dept. 27-0, while B. C. Sisley, 
Dept. 50, takes a minnow tray 
for his large catfish. 


FW Bowling 


Team 


SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 

W. 


Buggy Wheelers . 

Rexair Kings . 

All-Eventers .... 

American Legion Post 

Machine Shop . 

Vultee .. 

B & F Garage .— 

Barneys Cafe . 

Jet Pods . 

Smitty’s Crew .. 

Tooling Huskies . 

Five Spots . 

Conversion . 

Rios Custom Tailors ... 

Hot Rods . 

Convair No. 73 . 


13 

13 

12 

11 

11 

11 

10 

8 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

A 

3 

2 


L. 

3 

3 

4 

5 
5 

5 

6 
8 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 


CLASSIC LEAGUE 

Veal . 12 

Baskin . 12 

Louis Daiches Jewel’s . 9 

Southwest Trophy Co. 9 

Klabunde . 8 

Henderson .-.- 5 

Bob Fulghum Humble Serv. 5 

Bill Harris Co. Ins. 4 

675 LEAGUE 

Majestic Repro.-... 10 

Blue Star Inn . 8 

Writers . 8 

Wood Mill . 6 

Accounting . 5 

Contracts . 5 

Tooling . 3 

Ind. Engr... 3 


ENGINEERING LEAGUE 


Trouble Shooters 

Jetomics . 

Jug Heads . 

Framers . 

Hard Heads . 

Wemist . 

Po Slokes . 

Drag Counts . 

Atomizers . 

Wing Dings - 

Z-ions . 

Honey Pots .. 

Friendly Five . 

Hecklers . 

Hedge Hoppers .. 
Abra Cadabras .. 


13 

11 

11 

10 

9 

9 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

6 

5 


“740” HANDICAP LEAGUE 


Dundee No. 6 . 10 

Old Plantation 12 . 9 

Yankees No. 8 .-. 7 

Team No. 10 .. 7 

I.A.M. No. 9 . 7 
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COMPETITION!—Convair isn't only one building B-36s! A 
wood mock-up of B-36 is taking shape on R-K-O studio lot in 
Hollywood, preparatory to filming movie "High Frontier" which 
will feature B-36 Air Force crewmen. Photo at left shows H. C. 
Potter (movie's director) and Lt. Col. John Bartlett (right) inside 
radio compartment mock-up as viewed through left blister. Bart¬ 


lett is on assignment from Air Force as technical representative. 
In center photo they inspect nose compartment mock-up and at 
right are in rear pressurized compartment. Setup for movie 
making purposes will include nose compartment with flight deck, 
aft compartment and a portion of bomb bay section. 


Howard Charte Jr. f 
Ex-Convair Riveter, 
Korea War Casualty 

Burial of Corp. Howard Charte 
Jr., first Convair SD casualty in 
the Korean war, was set for this 
week at Fort Rosecrans national 
cemetery. 

Charte, who died in Japan after 
being wounded in Korea, worked 
at Convair SD in 1942 and left 
to join the military service. He 
returned to the company for a 
period in 1947 when he was a 
riveter in Dept. 210. Charte was 
the son of Howard Charte Sr. of 
San Diego and Mrs. John Carle- 
ton, also of San Diego. He at¬ 
tended Memorial Junior high 
school. 


SAFETY WINNER 
Unit 3 (Field Operations, In¬ 
terior Trim, Final Assembly), at 
Convair SD finished first in the 
August Safety Contest with a 
5.75 injury index rate. Man hours 
totaled 227,663 with one injury. 



THEN—Air Force bomber B-3A and its complete defensive arm¬ 
ament system—one .30 caliber machine gun—is shown in this old 
photo made about 1931. Plane was assigned to 9th Bombardment 
Squadron, which is now at Carswell AF Base in Eighth Air Force's 
7th Bomb Wing. Crossed searchlight beams on bomber's nose still 
make up squadron's insignia. Photo hangs in squadron office. 
(Photos and story courtesy of Lone Star Scanner.) 

A Long Way 

Modern Airmen Compare B-36s 
With Ships of 20 Years Ago 

Vivid examples of the prog- 



NEW BUNKS—J. W. Larson, chief engineer at Convair FW, 
tries one of two new bunks in Convair B-36s, finds them comfort¬ 
able, judging from expression on his face. Two new bunks bring 
to eight the number available for crewmen to use on long flights. 

More Beds Added 

B-36 Sleeping Facilities Boosted 
to 'Eight-Man Boarding House' 


ress made in the weapons sup¬ 
plied the U. S. Air Force are 
two photos hanging on the 
walls of the Ninth Bombard¬ 
ment Squadron of the Seventh 
Bomb Wing, Eighth Air Force, 
Carswell AF Base, Fort Worth. 

Old photo is of a Keystone 
B-3A bomber used by the same 
bombardment squadron, one of 
oldest in the Air Force, about 
20 years ago. The plane’s lone 
gunner, and single .30-caliber 
machine gun, are shown in the 
nose. Protected from the ele¬ 
ments only by goggles and 
heavy clothing, the airman 
aimed his gun by direct sight¬ 
ing as he swung it around on 
the ring mount. 

Behind the gunner were the 
rest of the crew—both of them. 
The pilot flew the ship, and the 
observer dropped the bomb 
load, which at its maximum 
consisted of four 200-pounders 
suspended from the bottom of 
the twin-engine plane’s two 
wings. The B-3A was capable 
of about 100 miles per hour 
and could stay aloft between 
four and five hours. 

Head man in gunnery on to¬ 
day’s long-range bombers—the 
Convair B-36s, of course—is a 
central fire control gunner such 
as S/Sgt. Palmer Hurt. His 
job in combat includes the di¬ 
rection of all the gunners fir¬ 
ing the 16 20-millimeter can¬ 
non. These men aim their 
cannon from blisters inside the 
B-36, using remote control 
sighting mechanisms. 


Cannon are mounted in such 
a fashion that they may fire 
in any direction, forward, aft, 
up and down, protecting the 
airplane from attack at any 
possible angle. 

In addition to improvements 
in armament, B-36s now being 
delivered to the Air Force are 
also a far cry from the B-3A. 
The B-36D operates at speeds 
above 435 miles per hour, at 
altitudes above 45,000 feet, and 
can drop a devastating 84,000 
pounds of bombs at one lick. 


Convair Paycheck 
Deductions Increase 
Due to Revenue Act 

Hourly pay checks issued Oct. 
6 were subject to larger federal 
income tax withholding payments 
than previously due to the 1950 
Revenue Act which increases the 
rate by 20 per cent. 

The increased payment will be 
effective on Convair flat salary 
checks of Oct. 15 and after. 

As an example of the increase, 
a single employee with gross 
earnings of $50 weekly now pays 
$6.66, which is 20 per cent more 
than the $5.55 he previously paid. 


FW Plant Returns 
to Former Hours 

Convair FW division last week 
(Oct. 2) went on a three-shift 
schedule after a period which be¬ 
gan July 17 during which most 
employees worked ten-hour shifts 
five days a week. 

Under the present schedule, 
normal first shift is 7 a.m. to 
3:45 p.m. Second shift is 3:45 
p.m. to 12:15 a.m., and third 
shift is midnight to 7 a.m. 

The plant generally is on a 
five-day week. No overtime is 
being worked without specific 
authorization. 

The three shifts encompassed 
a total of more than 21,000 peo¬ 
ple last week, and the total was 
still rising. 


ALUMNI HEAD 

Cliff W. Power (Contracts-Part 
Sales at SD) has been named 
president of Dartmouth College 
Alumni of San Diego and Im¬ 
perial counties. 


Accommodations in the Convair 
B-36 will never equal all the com¬ 
forts of home—but newest models 
now boast sleeping quarters equal 
in number to those in an eight- 
man rooming house. 

The B-36 from the start, of 
course, has always had six bunks 
in the aft compartment for crew 
members to rest and sleep on 
long flights ranging up to 40 
hours. 

But in service it developed that 
flight crew members up front 
seldom make the trip through 
the 85-foot tunnel to the rear 
compartment to use the bunks. 

“So,” explains J. W. Larson, 
Convair FW chief engineer, 
“we started to look around for 
bunk space up front. We found 
it—and two more bunks are 
going into all the new airplanes 
and the modernized airplanes. 

“At least some of the airplanes 
already being used by the Eighth 
Air Force have been supplied 
with kits with which to install the 
new bunks.” 

Engineers before coming up 
with the two new bunks had test¬ 
ed a proposal that nylon ham¬ 
mocks be used. But they found 
that a man stretched out in the 
hammock would have part of his 
body bumping into the airplane 
or some of its equipment. They 
found that the hammock did not 
give sufficient support for com¬ 
fort—and they feared what would 
happen if the plane encountered 
violent upward or downward air 
currents. They feared for the 
safety of a man strung in a ham¬ 
mock. 

Engineers in the furnishings 
group found they could design 
two bunks which could be in¬ 
stalled in the forward compart¬ 
ment when desired, and which 


could be left on the ground if 
necessary. 

One is hung from the top of 
the radio operator’s compartment 
and is high enough from the 
floor so as not to interfere with 
work of other crew members 
while one of them slumbers. 

The other folds up flat against 
the top of the navigator’s com¬ 
partment when not in use. Pulled 
down, it makes a bed for a weary 
flyer. 

In addition to providing more 
comfort than a hammock, because 
the rigid frame to which the 
nylon webbing is attached elimi¬ 
nates body-sag, the bunks also 
are safer because they permit the 
crewmen to be protected by a 
safety belt while they sleep. 



15-YEAR MEN — Fifteen-year 
men are comparatively few and 
far between at Convair FW, but 
two turned up in same week late 
in September. In photo, Al Bal¬ 
lard, assistant superintendent of 
Dept. 7-1, receives pin from E. 
Wenigmann of division mana¬ 
ger's staff. Out of city at time, 
but also due 15-year pin, was 
D. B. Suggs, of Engineering. 



"The picture is terrible! ^ 
Gimme everybodys money back! 71 
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12,000 POUNDERS—These are samples of 12,000-pound dummy bombs which a Convair FW B-36 
will drop during flight test in near future. Six-ton bombs nevertheless are "small" compared to 
42,000-pounders tested earlier. Painting number for identification purposes is E. R. Frazier, Convair 
FW Dept. 73. _ 


Cameras to Follow Fall of 
6- Ton Bomb From B-36 

Air Force B-36s bombing from about eight miles up in 
the stratosphere are causing armed forces ordnance and 
ballistics experts to take another look at their bombs. 
--- And that’s • simply because 


CONVAIR $4,000 
OVER TOP AT FW 
IN CHEST DRIVE 

Machine Shop (Dept. 30) and 
Inspection (Dept. 27) led all 
other departments in participa¬ 
tion as Convair FW went more 
than $4,000 over its quota of 
$28,500 in the 1950 Community 
Chest campaign this month. 

M. L. Hicks, campaign chair¬ 
man, paid special tribute to Ma¬ 
chine Shop, under H. R. Mont¬ 
gomery and E. G. Henderson, and 
Inspection, under J. Y. McClure, 
for their records of 100 per cent 
participation. They were the only 
large departments to make that 
record. 

Machine Shop, with a quota of 
$498.89, contributed $621.95 for 
124 per cent of quota. Inspection, 
with a quota of $1,802.71, turned 
in $2,206.72 for 122 per cent of 
quota. 

All departments in the plant 
had made their quotas at press 
time except five. Plant-wide, 
total contributions at press time 


APPLY TO CLERK 
FOR AUTO DECAL 

Convair FW employees who 
have not received numbered Con¬ 
vair decals for the windshields of 
automobiles they drive to work 
are asked to make application 
for decals with their department 
clerks. 

Decals already have been mail¬ 
ed to all employees who signed 
the employee automobile identifi¬ 
cation form. However, some em¬ 
ployees may not have received 
the decals in the mail due to 
change in address or for some 
other reason. They are asked to 
fill out another employee auto¬ 
mobile identification form at the 
desk of their department clerks. 

Employees who drive more than 
one automibile to work are asked 
to obtain a decal for each auto¬ 
mobile. 

Employees who sell or trade in 
an automobile bearing one of the 
decals are asked to scrape it off 
the windshield before letting it 
go out of their possession. 


neither the Air Force, nor any¬ 
one else, ever before had a 
bomber capable of bombing from 
such high altitudes as does the 
B-36. They’ve never had an occa¬ 
sion even to wonder about what 
happens to the bombs when re¬ 
leased from those altitudes. Now 
they need to know. 

Take the Air Force’s 12,000- 
pound bomb, for instance. This 
six-ton agent of destruction has 
been dropped from other air¬ 
planes, but none of them can 
carry it to eight miles above 
the earth. 

One of these days Convair- 
built B-36s will take off from 
Fort Worth carrying non-explo¬ 
sive replicas of the six-ton bomb. 

The mission will be to simu¬ 
late bombing operations in the 
vicinity of 40,000 feet. The tar¬ 
get will be the Air Force’s pre¬ 
cision bombing range at Edwards 
AF Base, Muroc, Calif. 

The mission, a part of the B-36 
flight test program of FW divi¬ 
sion’s flight department, will be 
flown by a joint Convair and Air 
Force crew. Convair’s principal 
purpose in the flight, according 
to Manager of Flight B. A. Erick¬ 
son, is to assist the Air Materiel 
Command in obtaining informa¬ 
tion on its present production 
type bomb system, such as used 
in the B-36. 

But at the same time, the 
bomb-dropping will assist armed 
forces ordnance experts in com¬ 
piling accurate data on just how 
such a bomb as the 12,000- 
pounder will act and what it 
would do if dropped from 40,000 
feet in actual service. 

Convair members specifically 
assigned to make the flights 
are G. I. Davis, pilot; Francis 
R. Keen, co-pilot; and J. G. 
Parker, flight engineer. 

Making the flight to compile 
information on which future per¬ 
formance of the new bomb sys¬ 
tem may be predicted will be Lt. 
D. Sattler, who is assigned to 
Convair FW from Air Materiel 
Command headquarters, Wright- 
Patterson AF Base, for this pur¬ 
pose. Fifth crew member will be 
R. T. Pollock, test control engi¬ 
neer. 

The six-ton bombs were painted 
black and white at Convair FW 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Gage Irving New 
Convair Executive 

Appointment of Gage Irving 
as assistant to LaMotte T. Cohu, 
Convair president, was announced 
last week. 

Irving began his aviation ca¬ 
reer in 1930 with the Northrop 
Aircraft Corp., then a subsidiary 
of United Aircraft Corp., at Bur¬ 
bank, Calif., as sales and demon¬ 
stration pilot. In 1931 he joined 
the Northrop Corp., a subsidiary 
of Douglas Aircraft and served 
in various capacities, including 
test flyer, chief inspector, manu¬ 
facturing superintendent and as¬ 
sistant general manager. As a 
result of corporate changes, the 
Northrop Corp. subsequently be¬ 
came known as the Northrop 
division of Douglas and later as 
the El Segundo division. 

Irving resigned from Douglas- 
E1 Segundo in 1939 and became 
vice-president, assistant general 
manager, and a director of the 
newly organized Northrop Air¬ 
craft, Inc., at Hawthorne, Calif. 
In the fall of 1947 he resigned 
to operate his ranch properties 
near Paso Robles. 

A native of Riverside, where 
he was born Nov. 29, 1905, Irving 
was graduated from the Santa 
Barbara School in 1923, Harvard 
University (B.S. degree), in 1927, 
and the Boeing School of Aero¬ 
nautics in 1929. Although return¬ 
ing to active service in aircraft 
manufacturing with Convair, 
Irving retains his ranching inter¬ 
ests. 



NEWCOMER —Gage Irving, 
veteran of aircraft manufactur¬ 
ing, joined Convair recently as 
assistant to President LaMotte 
T. Cohu. 


XC-99 Sets Score Of 
Records as AF Tests 
Its Cargo Capacity 

The Air Force’s Convair-built XC-99, world’s largest 
cargo-transport plane, flew 200,000 ton-miles of cargo on 
its first mission in a new high-priority cargo-hauling 
project. 

The 200,000 ton-miles represent loads and mileage which 
would have required 20 of the Air Force’s standard two- 
engine cargo planes. 


Second mission in the six- 
month project was scheduled to 
be completed soon after press 
time. 

Purpose of the project, accord¬ 
ing to the Air Force, is to show 
what the XC-99 can do—on a 
regular basis — in comparison 
with other AF cargo-transport 
planes. 

Shortly before start of the 
project, the XC-99 made 21 un¬ 
official world records during 
“Operation Elephant,” a mission 
from its headquarters at Kelly 
Air Force Base, San Antonio, to 
Convair SD and return. 

In addition to carrying the pay- 
load of 20 smaller AF cargo ships 
on its first mission of the current 
series, the XC-99 hauled many 
items, such as engines for B-36s, 
which are too large to go inside 
the smaller AF cargo ships. 

The 200,000 ton-mile cargo 
haul was made in a flight from 
Kelly to McChord AF Base, Ta¬ 
coma, then to McClelland AF 
Base at Sacramento, Calif., and 
then back to Kelly. 

The ton-miles scored on the 
one round trip represent more 
cargo transport than many a 
commercial line does in an entire 
month. 

On the second mission, the XC- 
99 left Kelly with a load of parts 
for Air Force medium bombers. 
First stop was at Hill AF Base, 
a facility of the Ogden Air Mate¬ 
riel Area in Utah, after flying 
low over Salt Lake City for a 
movie company to make flight 
shots scheduled to be incorpor¬ 
ated in a motion picture now 
being produced. 

From Hill, the XC-99 was 
scheduled to fly to McClelland at 
Sacramento, then pick up a load 
to be returned to Kelly. 

Special provisions were being 
made for crew effectiveness on 
the longer range flights. These 
included addition of five bunks 
for “off duty sack time” and an 
airborne galley for preparation 
of hot cooked meals in flight. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


CRA BLOOD BANK 
RUNNING LOW 

“Appeals for blood are coming 
in faster than we can fill them,” 
according to Milton Stewart, Con¬ 
vair FW chairman of the CRA 
Blood Bank. 

“Although approximately 150 
Convair employees have signed 
up to give blood, we still can’t 
keep up with requests,” he said. 
“We are sending volunteers to 
the blood bank every day in an 
effort to build up our reserve.” 

Stewart pointed out that all 
types of blood are needed. “We 
have a request now to give blood 
to a Dept. 46 worker. But we 
haven’t a donor signed up for his 
type—B negative,” he explained. 

Those willing to contribute 
blood to the Convair Blood Bank 
may contact Stewart at ext. 6116 
on the First shift, or Fred Pipes 
at the same number on the second 
shift. 


Eighth Garuda 
Liner Leaves 
for Far East 

Garuda Indonesian Air¬ 
ways’ eight new Convair- 
Liners this week were either 
already in Indonesia or on 
their way. 

The first ship left San Di¬ 
ego Sept. 9 and the eighth 
and last of the current order 
was on the way this week.. 

H. M. Bombach, Convair serv¬ 
ice representative with Garuda, 
was aboard the No. 2 ship which 
left San Diego Sept. 15 and ar¬ 
rived in Djakarta Sept. 27. Here 
are excerpts from his account of 
the trip: 

“After a pleasant three days 
in Amsterdam we took off in 
the rain at 7 a.m., Sept. 23, 
bound for the other side of the 
world. ... At every takeoff 
we grossed to 41,790* and our 
normal cruising altitude was 
17,000 feet. 

“The flight across Europe, the 
Swiss Alps and northern Italy 
was the most beautiful I have 
ever seen. We lunched in Rome 
(spaghetti) before taking off 
across the Mediterranean. It was 
a hot night when we landed in 
Cairo but the moon was bright 
and clear so I went into town 
for a bit of sightseeing. 

“Early next morning we took 
off for Basrah. Only interesting 
(Continued on page 8) 



HEADS DIVISION—K. F. Lea- 
man, formerly assistant division 
manager at SD. this month took 
over as division manager. He 
came to San Diego in August, 
1949, as works manager. .. 

Leaman Elevated to 
SD Division Manager 

Effective Oct. 16, K. F. Lea- 
man was appointed division man¬ 
ager at San Diego. 

Formerly works manager at 
Fort Worth, Leaman was trans¬ 
ferred to San Diego in August, 
1949, and held the title at SD 
until Jan. 1, 1950, when he be¬ 
came assistant division manager. 
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Promotions 


To The Colors 


FORT WORTH 

Promotions and other changes in status 
for Convair FW supervision (and pro¬ 
fessional and administrative employees) : 

Dept. 3: To assistant supervisors, D. 
F. Anderson, L. E. Adams Jr., E. L. 
Magers, J. B. Hendry. 

Dept. 4: To buyer, A. G. Robertson; 
to assistant supervisor, R. E. Reynolds, 
A. L. Lewis. 

Dept. 6: To engineering designer B, 
C. C. Schneider; to field service repre¬ 
sentative, R. W. Smith; to engineer A, 
R. D. Chase; to aerodynamicist A, M. F. 
Towsley. 

Dept. 8: To manufacturing engineer B, 
R. J. Hannigan; to manufacturing engi¬ 
neer A, W. H. Matthews. 

Dept. 9: To assistant supervisor, J. D. 
Farrell, A. V. Cato; to supervisor, L; 
W. Cooper Jr. 

Dept. 12: To assistant foreman, W. T. 
Atkinson. 

Dept. 20: To foreman, R. A. Gardner 

Jr. 

Dept. 22: To assistant foreman, E. E. 
Bowen, M. C. Miller, D. N. Nordeck, 
F. O. Ferguson, R. L. Hoes, W. H. 
Blevins, L. G. Stanfield, D. W. Batts, 
R. Mills, E. Langley, 0. L. Booth; to 
assistant supervisor, L. Conley. 

Dept. 24: To assistant tool liaison en¬ 
gineer, M. C. Baumgardner; to tool proj¬ 
ect engineer, T. D. Neely. 

Dept. 25: To assistant foreman, W. R. 
Choate, F. S. Ligon, T. F. .Smith, M. A. 
Wilson. 

Dept. 26: To supervisor, F. W. Buehler 
Jr., R. D. Schuchard, W. D. Wilson. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, J. A. 
Daugherty, T. L. Harris, H. S. Gold¬ 
berg Jr., G. Symm, F. E. Johnston, R. 
L. Dumas; to assistant foreman, L. J. 
Starks; to outside liaison man B, D. W. 
Ives; to supervisor, W. F. Danner, R. J. 
Warner, J. S. Curtis. 

Dept. 30: To assistant foreman, L. H. 
Noble Jr., J. Dowell, E. M. Fulton; to 
foreman, W. H. Humphries. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, T. L. 
Carver, N. McMurtre, J. P. Meadows, 
F. E. Barnes. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, E. E. 
Wilson, C. W. Parker. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, W. L. 
Stinnett, J. H. Chandler, J. L. Hughes. 

Dept. 46: To assistant foreman, W. D. 
Wills. 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, J. J. 
De Sensi, C. C. Cross; to foreman, H. E. 
McMurtney, J. C. Hodges Jr. 

Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, T. H. 
Moore, W. G. Millar, J. B. Greenhaw, 

J. D. Goodwin. 

Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, J. B. 
Estes Jr., W. W. Cooper. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foreman, R. L. 
Campbell. 

Dept. 75: To electronics equipment en¬ 
gineer A, G. F. Bradley, O. B. Ford; 
to assistant foreman, O. V. Eary, W. M. 
Snapka. 

Dept. 76: To assistant foreman, R. 
H. Hay, W. M. Wright, F. J. Peterson, 
A. O. Hollis. 

Dept. 81: To assistant foreman, W. L. 
Carroll. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

LEAVELL—Edward W., Dept. 25-3. 
Died Oct. 7. Survivors: wife, two sons, 
one daughter, mother and father. 



Training Lectures 
Aim at Uniformity 

For indoctrination in uniform 
standards of training, 16 mem¬ 
bers of different sections con¬ 
nected with education at SD at¬ 
tended a 10-hour course recently 
conducted by A. F. Hohl, new 
Convair director of training. 

Attending were representatives 
from the SD Education staff, In¬ 
spection training, the fire depart¬ 
ment and the auxiliary emer¬ 
gency unit. 


GREEN TO BLUE —Service 
pin worn by D. B. Suggs (left), 
of Convair FW's engineering de¬ 
partment, changed from green 
to blue when J. W. Larson, chief 
engineer, presented Suggs' 15- 
year Convair service pin this 
month. Suggs came with Con¬ 
vair at SD in 1935. 


Following are Convair FW employees 
who gave military service as reason for 
their terminations: 

Dept. 3: R. E. Bryan; Dept. 4: 

A. J. Worlow, R. I. McCowan, Oscar 
Micheaux, H. H. Havis, N. L. Lain, T. 

J. Wilkerson; Dept. 6: R. L. Alter, 
R. F. Barrows, G. B. Bavousett; Dept. 9: 

K. C. Kaser; Dept. 12: John Anderson, 
M. E. Owens, J. H. Reed, Jr., P. E. 
Herbert; Dept. 14: H. P. Horton ; Dept. 
20: R. E. Hurst, M. J. Connelly. 

Dept. 22: R. L. Ashley, D. O. Blair, 
D. L. Parten, B. M. Simmons, E. K. 
Stewart, Bobby Grayson, Creighton Hat¬ 
field, J. D. Lynch, James Dollar, J. F. 
Finley, L. C. Changler, I. D. Varley, Jr., 
J. D. Baggett, J. M. Cook; Dept. 25: 
W. P. Carlton, J. D. Crane; Dept. 27: 

R. L. Wylie, B. M. Crawford, S. D. 
Baker, R. B. Davis, V. L. Moore, H. W. 
Carter, R. W. Yaws. 

Dept. 31: Wm. Kopp, Wayne Tatum, 

L. H. Bowden, H. D. Garner, J. R. 
Swinford, R. R. Sells, H. D. Walters; 
Dept. 43: T. D. Mullikin, Jr.; Dept. 44: 

B. H. Chad well, A. J. Wilkerson, S. M. 
Cannon, W. C. Harper, Jr., Richard 
McFall, Jr., S. M. Cannon, W. G. Couch. 

Dept. 45: G. R. Hinkel, B. R. Beene, 
W. R. Don Carlos, Jr., W. R. Campbell, 
F. G. Flatt, Ezequiel Laing, G. W. 
Miller, T. C. Tuck; Dept. 46: J. A. 
Gresham, M. F. Walker, B. L. Brad¬ 
ley, H. J. Colley; Dept. 47: B. G. 
Howell, J. D. Miller, Jr., N. R. •Schook, 
John Wood, K. E. Neely, L. L. Darrah, 
D. M. Lucky, Jr., E. L. Gober, C. E. 
Anderson, D. W. Meador, J. F. Craig, 
P. C. Hunter, B. M. Smith, Carol Curry; 
Dept. 48: B. W. Farmer, Charles Daf- 
fern. 

Dept. 50: K. Q. Davis, A. F. Harri¬ 
son, L. H. Gatlin, C. E. Detro, W. J. 
Plott, Albert Cronk, P. R. Spruill, R. O. 
Burke, Jr., G. V. Drennan, S. N. Eaton, 

S. P. Fritz; Dept. 63: L. L. Allen, 
James Ragle, E. A. Thorp, Jr., J. C. 
Tucker, F. L. Fuller, G. C. Calder, J. 
W. Forbes; Dept. 73: H. E. Aterburn, 

M. L. Yeates, J. G. Roy, James LeFan, 
L. J. Miles, C. B. Clifton, Jr., K. H. 
McDaniel, C. A. Keeler; Dept. 75: C. 
W. Tyer, L. L. Ballard, E. J. Yeates, 
W. L. Patterson, M. C. Burns. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

J. D. Box, Dept. 50, wants ride or 
riders vicinity 3912 E. First. See at sta¬ 
tion 10 and 11, Dept. 50, or at above ad¬ 
dress. 

Lost & Found 

O. H. Wilson, Dept. 24-8, offers reward 
for return of white gold Masonic emblem 
set with 37. point diamond lost from Ma¬ 
sonic ring Oct. 18 vicinity Dept. 44 
mezzanine. Contact Wilson at ext. 4296. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

JACKSON—Son, Eddie, 7 lbs. 2% oz., 
bom Oct. 8 to Mr. and Mrs. Edgar E. 
Jackson, Dept. 61. 

KAUFFMAN—Son, John Britton, 6 
lbs. 2% oz., bom Sept. 19 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Kauffman, Dept. 20-2. 

SHERMAN—Son, Bobby Gene, 8 lbs. 
13 oz., born Oct. 11 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Sherman, Dept. 14-2. 

SONNTAG—Daughter, Patricia Jo, 6 
lbs. 13 oz., bom Sept. 25 to Mr. and 
Mrs. L. C. Sonntag, Dept. 6-5. 


FW Welder Fatally 
Injured in Fall 

Edward W. Leavell, 47-year-old 
welder, Convair FW Dept. 25-3, 
died Oct. 7 after he suffered in¬ 
juries in a fall Oct. 5. Leavell 
came to work at Convair SD in 
1942 and transferred to Fort 
Worth in 1944. 

He is survived by his wife, two 
sons, Eddie Wayne, 11; Billy 
Alden, 9; one daughter, Marilyn, 
4, and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Leavell of Coleman, Tex. 

Burial was in Coleman. 


Movie Star Signed 
For Club Meeting 

Movie star Adolphe Menjou and 
Denny Beckner’s band were 
scheduled to star on the Convair 
Management Club’s family fun 
night in the Will Rogers Audi¬ 
torium, Oct. 22. 

Menjou’s talk was due to be 
highlighted with Hollywood anec¬ 
dotes. Beckner, his band and 
vocalist were to wind up the 
evening’s entertainment, accord¬ 
ing to D. C. McDougal, club vice- 
president. 

Wives and children of all club 
members were invited to attend. 
The meeting was sponsored by 
Dept. 44. 
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as AF Tests Its Cargo Capacities 


(Continued from page 1) 

Col. T. W. Tucker, project offi¬ 
cer and pilot for the flights, said 
that a crew of 20 men has been 
assigned to service, maintain and 
load the airplane. 

Kenneth Smith, Convair FW 
service representative (6-5), is 
assigned to the project and ac¬ 
companies the crew on each 
flight. 

Among other things, over water 
emergency equipment is being 
carried on each flight. During 
winter months, Arctic emergency 
kits will be aboard. 

According to Smith, the crew 
has utmost confidence in the abil¬ 
ity of the XC-99 to haul the 
“mostest the fastest and safest.” 

The XC-99, built jointly by the 
FW and SD divisions, established 
a number of unofficial world’s 
records when it was test flown 
at Convair FW, including lifting 
the largest payload (100,000 
pounds) ever carried by an air¬ 
plane. 

The newest string of 21 rec¬ 
ords was made when the ship 
made a cargo flight from Kelly 
to Convair SD, where it was load¬ 
ed with B-36 engines and other 
equipment for air transport to 
Kelly. 

Among the records were 14 in 


Camera Battery 
to Follow Fall of 
12,000-Pounders 

(Continued from page 1) 
to make for better tracking dur¬ 
ing their fall from the airplane. 
In addition, each is painted with 
white numerals for identification 
purposes. 

When Pilot Davis starts the 
bomber on its course over the tar¬ 
get, the automatic pilot will take 
over to fly the airplane on the 
target run. When the first 12,000- 
pound missile is released, an elec¬ 
trical impulse from the airplane 
to the ground will automatically 
start a battery of cameras into 
action at various spots around the 
target area. 

These cameras will follow the 
bomb from the time it leaves the 
airplane until it hits the ground. 
From the pictures, ballistics ex¬ 
perts will be able to study the 
bomb’s rotation as it plunges to 
earth, and to study the path it 
follows from the plane to earth. 

Rotation is important: the 
turning assists in keeping the 
bomb on a straight path toward 
its target. The turning, of 
course, is similar to that caused 
by rifling in a rifle barrel. But 
the bomb’s turning is caused by 
tail surface reaction to the air. 

After the bomb has hit the 
ground, ballistics experts will 
measure exactly how many feet 
into the ground it drove its nose 
before coming to a stop. That’s 
important, too. Because in a 
bomb loaded with explosives, how 
far it penetrates the ground has 
a considerable effect on the dam¬ 
age caused to the target and the 
surrounding area. 

Each bomb will be dropped 
separately, and similar data 
gathered by photographic equip¬ 
ment on each drop. 

Simultaneously, in the air, Lt. 
Sattler will be gathering data for 
the Air Force which will enable 
bombardiers in the future to score 
more direct hits with their bomb¬ 
ing system. 

The bombs, while “dummies,” 
actually are very carefully engi¬ 
neered and built with precision 
because the center of gravity 
must be exactly centered in the 
bomb in order for the bomb to 
follow a straight path to the 
earth, and not wobble. 

To simulate weight of the ex¬ 
plosives which ordinarily would 
be inside, ordnance experts fill 
the dummies with a concrete-like 
material of constant density. 
Says Erickson, with customary 
understatement: “W e think 
there’ll be big holes on the target 
when we get through.” 


which the ship set the highest 
speeds of any land-based plane 
over various closed circuit courses 
up to 1,240 miles while carry¬ 
ing various payloads of up to 
99,000 pounds. 

Six of the records were for 
carrying the greatest payload 
loads to various altitudes. 
Twenty-first record was for 
carrying the greatest payload 
to an altitude of 6,600 feet. 


Lester S. Johnson, 

15 Years a Convair 
Man, Dies Suddenly 

Lester S. Johnson, widely 
known buyer in Material depart¬ 
ment at SD and a Convair man 
for 15 years, died suddenly Oct. 
16. 

He came to work as usual that 
Monday but complained of acute 
indigestion and went to the dis¬ 
pensary for relief. He collapsed 
of a heart attack a few minutes 
later. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Mary A. Johnson; a son, Marion 
of the U. S. Navy; his mother, 
Mrs. Ida May Johnson of Michi¬ 
gan and three brothers, Carroll 
Johnson of El Monte, Ira Wilks 
of Chicago and Ray Wilks of 
Ohio. He was born in Edwards- 
port, Ind. Services were con¬ 
ducted from Lewis Colonial mor¬ 
tuary. 

Johnson had been with Convair 
since Sept. 5, 1935. He received 
his 15-year pin on the fifth of 
last month. 


ADDITION AT SD —Kemper 
Jacks, former general manager of 
TWA's international operations, 
late last month joined Convair 
at SD as assistant to K. F. Lea- 
man, division manager. A native 
Missourian, Jacks was newspaper 
publisher in Kansas City until 
going with TWA shortly after 
Pearl Harbor. 


Second Shift Couple 
Married in Mexico 

A Convair FW second shift 
couple, Mildred Ann Wyman, 
Dept. 11-5, and Fred Morris, 
Dept. 82, were married Oct. 8 in 
an informal ceremony at Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico. After a trip 
through Mexico, they are making 
their new home at 116 Hann 
Street in Denton, Tex. 


CALL FOR HELP—These Convair FW musicians practice weekly 
under Convair Recreation Association sponsorship, but need more 
players to organize CRA Band they're hoping for. Musicians inter¬ 
ested may contact M. W. Widener (bassoon player at far right, 
front row), ext. 3254. Left to right, back row, are: Herb Sims, John 
M. Hughes, Herbert Zinberg, O. K. McCaskill Jr. Left to right, 
front row: Ernest H. Dowdey, Mrs. Zinberg, M. J. Wells Jr., 
Widener. Close-ups show Zinberg on trombone, Sims on tuba. 


Chapter Formed to 
Assist in Training 

Fresh ideas for training pro¬ 
grams at Convair were expected 
to result from organization of a 
chapter of the American Society 
of Training Directors at San 
Diego with Convair well repre¬ 
sented. 

A. F. Hohl, director of Train¬ 
ing for the company, said he ex¬ 
pected the organization to stimu¬ 
late the interchange of training 
information among industrial 
plants and commercial firms in 
the San Diego area. Hohl was 
named to the public relations 
committee of the new chapter and 
H. E. Rubottom, SD Education 
supervisor, is a member of the 
constitution committee. 


MRS. ARNAUD DIES 

Mrs. Mildred E.Arnaud, wife of 
Eugene Arnaud, assistant fore¬ 
man in Dept. 633 SD, died Oct. 
16 after a prolonged illness. She 
was born in Nebraska and had 
resided in San Diego 14 years. 


XC-99 Sets Score of New Records 
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News About Your CRA 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—-Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Games from 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling Junior High School gym¬ 
nasium. 

BAND—M. W. Wido.ner, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Wednes¬ 
day at Roekwood Club House, 18th and Jacksboro Highway. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. Meeting of all team 
managers 7:30 p.m. Nov. 1 at City Recreation Hall. 



BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meetings 7:45 p.m. Oct. 
28 and Nov. 3 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3196. Instruction and “shooting” 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 6 at Fort Worth School of Photography, 104 E. 12th.. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 12:20 to 
12:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at 
employee services section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 p.m. 
Oct. 26 and Nov. 9 at Recreation Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Register at employee services 
section for deer hunting prizes. A pair of 7x50 binoculars to be awarded for 
largest deer, field dressed, shot in Texas. Deer head mounted for deer with 
most points shot in Texas. Duck season Nov. 3-Dec. 17 in Texas. Limit five per 
day, ten in possession. Limit five geese. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Family skating 7 to 10 
p.m. Oct. 27 and Noc. 3; ice dancing class 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. 31 and Nov. 7 ; 
second shift skating 12 to 2 p.m. Oct. 31 and Nov. 7 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 
50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide tourna¬ 
ment now under way. 

RADIO CLUB—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Ham radio code 
practice 8-9 p.m. each Monday through Wednesday and on each Friday night, 
modulated code on 29.5 megacycles. Emergency network meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
each Tuesday on 29.640 kilocycles. Next Convair Amateur Club meeting, 8 p.m., 
Nov. 2, Y.M.C.A. Convair amateurs interested may contact Carl Harp, W5NVJ, 
Dept. 75, or Howard McCoy, W5YXE, Dept. 50. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 
new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, 
jack pot roping and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Oct. 30 and Nov. 6 at North 
Side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. F. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until next spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Plant-wide 
singles tournament now in progress. Contact departmental commissioner. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 



NEW CRA ACTIVITY—Newest Convair Recreation Association 
activity at Convair FW is folk dancing. Sessions are held in City 
Recreation Bldg., 215 E. Vickery, where couples take instruction 
from Helen Wisdom of city recreation department staff. Upper 
photo, left to right, Mrs. G. W. Edwards, C. W. Dawson, Patty 
Truman and Chuckie Dawson. 


READY, AIM, FIRE—J. G. Saftig of Dept. 632 SD (left) steadies for shot during camera bug session 
at Mission Beach. Object was "human interest" pictures for current contest. Photo was taken by Dick 
Pender (Dept. 27 SD) with B and J 4 by 5, 200th at FI I with K2 filter on Superpan press type B. 



v > 


BEACH CAKE—H. N. Cook (Dept. 632 SD) chose feminine form 
for his "human interest" and showed rare good taste, too. Cook 
used a Vigilance 620 with 100th at FI6 on verichrome. 

SD Photographers Fire Opening 
'Shots' in Quarterly Contest 


VETERAN PHOTOG 
SIGNED TO TEACH 
SD CAMERA CLUR 

A veteran of 17 years in 
photography (including two years 
academic training and several 
years professional experience) 
this week started the first of a 
series of six weekly class sessions 
for SD camera bugs. 

Dick Pender (Dept. 27 SD) is 
on his second “trick” with Con¬ 
vair. He was with the company 
from 1940 to 1943, left to join 
the Navy (in which he served as 



INSTRUCTOR—Talented Dick 
Pender (Dept. 27 SD) who will 
conduct SD Camera Club classes. 


an aviation mechanic on the east 
coast) and after discharge at¬ 
tended Southwest Photo Arts at 
Dallas, Tex., with ten months de¬ 
voted to basic and ten months 
training in advanced photog¬ 
raphy. For a year thereafter he 
served his apprenticeship under 
Frank Randt (called one of the 
ten best color men in the busi¬ 
ness) and later ran his own 
studio in Canon City, Colo. 

“Our present course will con¬ 
sist of a combination of lectures, 
print judging and practical ex¬ 
perience. I plan a general review 
of the basic steps, but we will 
include enough variety that there 
will be a great deal of informa¬ 
tion for the skilled photographer 
as well. No one ever knows all 
there is to know about photog¬ 
raphy,” Pender explained. 

The course, which started last 
Monday evening in the CRA 
meeting room, room 27 in build¬ 
ing 19, will continue every Mon¬ 
day evining for six weeks. For 
the present, only black and white 
will be discussed. Any camera 
bugs are welcome. They either 
may get in touch with CRA Com¬ 
missioner C. E. Schultz (ext. 468) 
or just attend at 7:30 p.m. 


STAMP CLUB MEETS 
Members of SD’s CRA Stamp 
Club held their first two meetings 
of the fall, Oct. 5 and 19, with 
satisfactory attendance. Meetings 
are held in room 27, building 19, 
the first and third Thursdays of 
the month. Next gathering is 
Nov. 2. 


Convair SD photographers 
fired the “opening guns” recently 
in a quarterly photo contest that 
will end with judging of best 
“human interest” prints, Dec. 11. 

First pictures were shot at a 
beach party Oct. 15 at Mission 
Beach when CRA Club members 
banged away at amusement park 
patrons in attempts to capture 
the best human interest subjects. 

“The contest is wide open to 
all Convair SD camera bugs, 
whether they are active members 
of the CRA Club or not,” CRA 


Convair FW ham radio opera¬ 
tors are now broadcasting a series 
of practice transmissions in 
Morse code to assist beginners 
in learning the code, and to help 
any experienced operators “brush 
up,” according to Robert Raines, 
CRA radio activities commis¬ 
sioner. 

The practice sessions are from 
8 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Tues¬ 
day, Wednesday and Friday night 
on a frequency of 29.5 mega¬ 
cycles. Transmissions are sent as 
“modulated” code. 

Practice transmissions are 
being directed by Carl Harp, 
president of the CRA Amateur 
Club, and Howard McCoy, the 
club’s emergency co-ordinator. 
Grayson Sweeley, a Philco repre¬ 
sentative assigned to Convair 
FW, is sending a substantial por¬ 
tion of the practice material. 

Next meeting of the CRA- 
sponsored Convair Amateur Radio 
Club will be at 8 p.m., Nov. 2, 
in the Y.M.C.A. All Convair FW 
amateurs are invited. 

Convair FW amateurs also are 
invited to participate in the Fort 
Worth Amateur Radio Emer- 
I gency Net, which “meets” at 7 ;30 


Commissioner C. E. Schultz ex¬ 
plained. “Contest rules dictate 
only that the photos entered be 
five by seven or larger, mounted, 
and have to do with subjects at 
the Mission Beach amusement 
center or in that vicinity of the 
beach. The photos, however, must 
have been taken recently, that is 
sometime between Oct. 15 and 
the Dec. 11 deadline.” 

Pictures will be judged by an 
impartial committee and awards 
in this quarterly contest are $12 
for first, $8 for second, and $5 
for third. 


p.m. each Tuesday night on 29.640 
kilocycles. Purpose of the net is 
to familiarize all amateurs with 
handling of emergency messages 
so that in event all other means 
of communication to and from 
Fort Worth fail, radio hams could 
handle emergency communica¬ 
tions to any part of the world. 
There are now 17 mobile units 
and 10 fixed units operating in 
the net. 

Convair FW amateurs interest¬ 
ed in participating may contact 
McCoy at W5YXE, Dept. 50, or 
Harp, W5NVJ, Dept. 75. 



COVER — Commemorating 
American Air Mail Society con¬ 
vention in Philadelphia was this 
special B-36 air mail cover. A 
supply has been ordered and will 
be available through Employee 
Service. 


Ham Radio Operators at Fort Worth 
Send Morse Code to Aid Beginners 
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STRUNG UP—Working, in the wild blue yonder, but from ropes 
attached to top of two Convair FW water towers, were these 
painters. They gave lunching employees something to watch on 
west side of the building. Painting is part of overall project in which 
all exterior walls of plant buildings and other facilities are being 
repainted. 


Management Club 
Names Committee 
and Area Chairman 

Area and committee chairmen 
for Convair SD’s Management 
Club were announced recently at 
SD by President Art Seemann. 

Membership and attendance 
2 ommittee, M. F. Link and P. G. 
Osborn, co-chairmen; achievement 
committee, J. I. Luckett; audit 
committee, W. 0. Zook; educa¬ 
tion committee, H. R. Kennedy; 
Little League baseball, J. S. Bry¬ 
ant; program committee, J. F. 
Hopkins; publicity committee, F. 

E. Hamlin; scholarship commit¬ 
tee, R. H. Gilliland; sick commit¬ 
tee, Art Thursam; special events, 
J. A. Stevens; raffle committee, 

F. R. Ashe. 

Building 1, H. Washington, 
area chairman; building 2, J. R. 
Benedict; building 3, N. P. Pear¬ 
son; building 4, A. E. Kemp; 
building 5, G. H. Greim; building 
19, Ralph Aiman; building 16, 
M. V. Wisdom; Inspection, P. 
Benner; building 7, J. Ratz; field 
operations, J. M. Kline; B-36 con¬ 
version, F. Morgan; second shift, 
R. F. Greggs. 


Panel Seeks Means to Keep B-36 
Crews Fresh Despite Long Hops 



Convair Rockhounds 
loaded' With Stones 
After Mead Jaunt 

More than a score of Convair 
SD Rockhounds made the trip to 
Lake Mead, Oct. 7 and 8, and 
joined 1,000 enthusiasts from 
various parts of central and 
southern California. 

CRA Commissioner Jack Bene¬ 
dict reported that the SD delega¬ 
tion camped out in pleasant sur¬ 
roundings and came home “load¬ 
ed” with rocks, chiefly jasper 
(yellow, red, green), moss agate 
and chalcedony. The outing was 
a general get-together for rock¬ 
hounds throughout the state. 


Corporation reported a net profit 
of $1,069,784 for the three months 
ended Aug. 31, 1950, and a net 
profit of $5,536,311 for the nine 
months ended Aug. 31, 1950. This 
net profit in the nine months pe¬ 
riod amounts to $2.38 on each 
issued and outstanding share of 
common stock. Sales for the 
same nine months aggregated ap¬ 
proximately $191,000,000. 

It also was announced that on 
Oct. 6 the company paid off the 
entire remaining amount of its 
bank loan carried under a credit 
agreement with a group of banks. 
A total of $11,000,000 had been 
outstanding as of May 31, 1950. 
However, Convair still has avail¬ 
able the $20,000,000 line of credit 
under this existing agreement. 

The profits and sales as above 
stated reflect the change in the 


Convair plans for combating 
Air Force crew fatigue on B-36 
flights of 40 hours and more were 
reviewed last week by medical 
advisers to U. S. Air Force head¬ 
quarters, Washington. 

The advisers, all physicians, 
were headed by Dr. W. Randolph 
Lovelace as chairman. Lovelace 
is the man who was first in the 
world to parachute from upward 
of 40,000 feet, and held that rec¬ 
ord until a higher jump was made 
this summer. 

The physicians are members of 
the aero-medical panel of the 
Scientific Advisory Board of the 
U. S. Air Force. 

At Convair FW, they were 
welcomed by A. C. Esenwein, as¬ 
sistant division manager, and 
J. W. Larson, chief engineer. 
What Convair does, and improve¬ 
ments proposed for the future, to 
keep fatigue at a minimum on 
long-range B-36 flights were ex¬ 
plained by W. E. Eldred, senior 
design group engineer, and C. H. 
Stanley, design group engineer. 

“The aim of our current com¬ 
bat crew effectiveness program,” 
said Eldred, “is to assist the Air 
Force in putting B-36 crews over 
the target in tip-top mental and 
physical condition ready for com¬ 
bat and for precision bombing of 
the target.” 

Eldred pointed out that a 40- 
hour flight is roughly of the same 
duration as a two-day week-end, 
and that for top efficiency at 
combat and bombing, crewmen 
need adequate rest, food and 
washing and shaving facilities. 

Eldred paid high tribute to the 
cooperation of the Eighth Air 


company’s method of accounting 
for government cost-plus-fixed- 
fee contracts which occurred at 
the beginning of the current fis¬ 
cal year and which was fully de¬ 
scribed in the company’s 1949 
Annual Report. As a result of 
this change in accounting meth¬ 
od, the sales for the nine months 
ended Aug. 31, 1950, include ap¬ 
proximately $70,000,000 for reim¬ 
bursable expenditures made and 
fees earned on work performed 
and undelivered prior to this fis¬ 
cal period and not previously in¬ 
cluded in sales, and the net 
profits for this period include ap¬ 
proximately $2,200,000 applicable 
to such reimbursable expenditures 
made in prior fiscal years. 

The year-end dividend of $1 a 
share which was declared on 
Sept. 11, 1950, will be paid on 
Nov. 17, 1950, to stockholders of 
record Nov. 3, 1950. 


Force, Carswell Air Force Base 
and Strategic Air Command in 
working with Convair personnel 
to develop the answers for these 
facilities. 

Stanley detailed to the group 
the exact plans by which Convair 
now proposes to improve these 
facilities in B-36s. 

Aero-medical panel members 
present were: Lovelace, Drs. J. 
Kaplan, R. Lee Clark, Jr., John 
Hickam, Loren D. Carlson, M. S. 
Gfegersen, Shieds, Warren, and 
John H. Lawrence. They were 
accompanied by AF officers from 
USAF headquarters, Washington, 
SAC, Eighth Air Force, and Cars¬ 
well. 


CRA at SD Acquires 
Bows, Arrows for 
Neophyte Archers 

Six complete sets of bows and 
other archery equipment have 
been acquired by the CRA Arch¬ 
ery Club at SD and soon will be 
made available to those interested 
in taking up the game. 

“Our plan is to establish a 
regular week-end instruction 
time,” Commissioner Ed Generas 
said. “The bows and arrows will 
be loaned out to any who wish 
to use them and competent in¬ 
structors will be on hand to help 
them learn the fundamentals.” 

The club now has six bows, 
six dozen arrows, six sets of fin¬ 
ger tabs and arm guards and 
separate boxes are now being 
made to protect them. Ultimate¬ 
ly, they will be available for those 
who wish to sign them out during 
the week for practice after work. 


A job at Convair is a job in national 
defense and therefore a public trust. 
What you hear here keep to yourself. 



Convair Reports $5!/2 Million 
Profit on $191 Million Sales 

Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 


L. C. Neuhart, 'Belt Buckle High/ 
Does Jobs Bigger Men Can't 


Of course, they call him Shorty, | 
Small Fry, Short Stuff, Half; 
Pint and any number of other , 
nicknames usually applied to a 
guy whose head reaches barely 
above the belt-line of many a 
Texan at Convair FW. 

Fact is, L. C. Neuhart, second 
shift assembler in Dept. 45, has 
to put on his shoes to make the 
top of his head reach above four 
feet! 

But does he mind all the nick¬ 
names and the other razzing he 
gets ? 

“Not a bit,” says Shorty. “If 
I did, they’d make my life miser¬ 
able. I’m used to it—and I even 
get a bang out of it myself when 
somebody comes up with some¬ 
thing I haven’t heard before. But 
that isn’t very often.” 

Nuehart bucks rivets in the 
B-36 wing bucks, sometimes mak¬ 
ing himself particularly useful 
because he can get into small 
areas inaccessible to larger men. 

The 34-year-old assembler came 
to Convair FW in September I 
from Amarillo because he had en- i 
joyed two years of aircraft work 
for other firms, and heard that 
there might be an opening at 
Convair. There was, and Shorty 
got on shortly. 

According to Dept. 45 folk, 
Shorty already is one of the best- 
liked people in the department 
due to his consistently good na¬ 
ture. He works on Assistant 
Foreman R. E. Dollar’s crew on 
the second shift. 



SMALL FRY—L. C. Neuhart 
stretched all 4 feet 1 1/2 inches 
but still needed chair to talk to 
Convair FW interviewer T. G. 
Croft, who stands 6 feet 5 
inches, when Neuhart applied 
for job. Neuhart started to work 
Sept. 29 as an assembler in 
Dept. 45. 


Bulletin Boards at 
Anything—Dogs to 

The 1950 Convair FW version 
of the small town general store’s 
pot-bellied coal stove, and New 
York City’s stock exchange, is 
the simple unadorned departmen¬ 
tal bulletin board. 

A tour around the plant to look 
at each of the dozens of boards 
would take you all day afoot— 
and perhaps half a day on a 
scooter. 

But you’d find most anything 
you’d happen to be looking for, 
from ranges to rabbits, from dogs 
to dog houses, and from cars to 
canoes. 

The boards were put up by 
Convair for posting departmental 
bulletins and Convair Recreation 
Association announcements, but 
most department heads also per¬ 
mit employees to post personal 
announcements. 

By far the most numerous are 

Marks Scores Again, 
Gets Two Marlin 

With a borrowed outfit and on 
his first time marlin fishing, 
Dale Marks (Planning and Tool¬ 
ing SD) this month was one 
of three fishermen who brought 
in a total of six marlin, largest 
catch brought in by a single boat 
at San Diego. 

Marks was fishing with Lyman 
Latham and Joe Kniss and to¬ 
gether they accounted for six fish 
ranging from 127 pounds to 175 
each. Two of the fish were 
caught at the same time! Marks’ 
largest fish took him one hour, 
15 minutes to bring to gaff. 

Last summer Marks caught a 
50-pound yellowtail, largest fish 
ever hooked in the annual San 
Diego Yellowtail Derby. 


Models Wanted for 
Camera Sessions 

Models, of either sex, will be 
needed soon for the CRA Camera 
Club at SD as part of a current 
class series. 

“For all who pose we can 
promise a good set of prints and 
perhaps some of the pictures will 
appear in CONVAIRIETY,” CRA 
Commissioner C. E. Schultz re¬ 
ported. “The girls will be 
chaperoned.” 

Schultz’ extension is 468, or 
call Employee Service to volun¬ 
teer. 


FW Sell 
City Lots 

penciled or typewritten pleas for 
rides to work. 

But some of them use all the 
tricks of advertising to attract 
attention. For instance, at the 
moment is one in Dept. 31 with 
the headline: “The same old song, 
1 Need a Ride, Bad!” 

Next most popular items are 
cars for sale or trade. Some of 
them are proof of an original 
twist, such as the employee who 
wrote: “Don’t be a fool and drive 
your new car to work. Buy an 
old 1937 model from me!” 

Other more unusual items ap¬ 
pear from time to time, such as 
the employee who offered other 
employees lessons on the Ha¬ 
waiian guitar in a notice on the 
Dept. 30 board. 

The Production Control board, 
one of the largest and most popu¬ 
lar in the plant, always has 
dozens of notices. At the mo¬ 
ment, one employee is offering 
his equity in a city lot in ex¬ 
change for a motor-driven plow. 

Another is offering weaned 
pigs ten weeks old, another puts 
up three Pointer pups, and a 
third wants to unload rabbits and 
hutches. 

Chances are if you don’t find 
what you want on one of the bul¬ 
letin boards, you’d only have to 
post a notice that you’re in the 
market. Then stand back at a 
safe distance. 



GOOD READIN’—J. E. Mas- 
sie, Convair FW Dept. 24, posts 
CRA ice skating notice on plant 
bulletin board covered with 
"Wanted" and "For Sale" ads. 
Employees use boards to buy, 
sell, and trade everything from 
pigs to houses. 
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Roundabout Route 

Ex-Pilot Comes to Convair by 
Schooner Down Mississippi 



WEIGHTS DID IT—When Harry Benner (Dept. 27 SD), expert weight lifter, posed recently for 
lenses of SD Camera Club, members got a glimpse of what healthy living and vigorous exercise can 
produce. Photo at left was taken by G. W. Allen (Dept. 406) while other two came from camera of 
C. E. Schultz (Dept. 101). Benner is not only weight lifter at SD, Frank Jaques (Dept. 48) is also prom¬ 
inent and Bill Lowrance (formerly Dept. 31) was a national champ in 1949. 

Delightful Thought 

Take Heart You Men of Forty! 

You're Better Than You Think 

When life begins at 40, men are at their physical tops. 
Isn’t that a delightful thought? 

For the youngsters, it leaves a high point to anticipate; 
for the spavined old codgers with thinning pates it isn’t 
as late as they thought. 


Until W. C. Christianson turn¬ 
ed the trick, nobody ever came to 
work for Convair from the mid¬ 
dle west via two-masted schooner 
down the Mississippi and through 
the Panama canal. 

Leastways, not an attorney-at- 
law, an accountant and a carpen¬ 
ter all in one. 

“It all started during the war 
at Columbus, Ohio,” Christian¬ 
son, now a member of Dept. 
406 SD, narrated.” I was a 
B-17 pilot stationed there and 
on the side I started building a 
boat.” 

He planned a 46-foot schooner, 
probably the only such craft ever 
built so far from deep water. In 
between flying he worked on the 
ship and finished it after return¬ 
ing from combat in the European 
theater. The only nearby water 
A r as a creek that usually flowed 
about six inches, so like Noah he 
waited for a flood. 

“It was a hectic trip when 
the flood waters finally came 
but we made it to the Ohio 
river.” 

This was the winter of 1946 
and Christianson was heading for 
the University of Minnesota to 



SAILOR—W. C. Christianson 
(Dept. 406 SD) acquired impres¬ 
sive facial landscaping while sail¬ 
ing schooner from Minnesota to 
San Diego. 

complete his academic career. He 
cruised to St. Louis and up the 
Mississippi to Minneapolis. 

Three years later, with sheep¬ 
skins safely tucked away, the 
newly admitted member of the 
Minnesota bar resumed his 
travels. 

“I wanted to go to Alaska, 
but money and transportation 
were problems, so I recruited 


Interoffice correspondence at 
Convair is not always cold and 
formal. Recently Tony Comito, 
second shift safety inspector, left 
this note to M. C. Val Dez of the 
Safety Office: 

“Alio, Luigi! 

“Today issa wan beeg day! 

“I am to having a meeting, 
whatta you call Safty Comito, 
seconda shift. Frank he maka 
_spich and Ima show moom pitch 
Open for Eenspacshun’ and 
No Laughing Mater/ 

“Now, mio paisano Luigi, 
whata I’m wanting for no issa 
thees: will you please arrang¬ 
ing for to have moom pitch ma¬ 
chine and da longa xtenshun 
cord in sum part of awdetore- 
yum where I can find ez? 
Lasta time da machine he 
wassa lock other side door.” 

Val Dez’s reply went thiss- 
away: 

“Theesa string she is for 
slida sound. To maka tha 


B-36 UNIT WINS 
Unit 6 (B-36 Conversion) led 
the September safety contest at 
San Diego with an injury index 
rate of 24.42 in a total of 312,013 
man hours. Second was unit 1 
(Fabrication) with 26.04 while 
unit 3 (Field Operations, Interior 
Trim, Final Assembly) was third 
at 30.50. 


a crew that agreed to pay ex¬ 
penses. There were six of us 
in all, including my wife.” 

It was December and there had 
been four inches of snow on the 
decks when they shoved off. A 
near disaster was only 100 miles 
away. Crossing Lake Pepin at 
night in “a bit of a blow” they 
ran full tilt into a mud bank and 
were suddenly trying to float in 
less than four feet of water when 
they needed six! 

“We rocked her off eventually 
and went on, deciding to do less 
traveling at night. We made New 
Orleans in three weeks and the 
next bit of excitement came one 
night off the Florida coast when 
our German shepherd “Riot” went 
overboard. 

“We came into the wind as 
soon as we could and the watch 
kept a flashlight in the dog’s 
direction. Riot must have been 
a quarter of a mile back but 
pretty soon the dog showed up, 
swimming strongly, and clam¬ 
bered aboard.” 

Not out for speed records, the 
schooner carried them safely 
through the Caribbean and the 
Panama canal into the Pacific 
and it wasn’t until they were on 
the long pull north along the Cen¬ 
tral America coast that there was 
fresh excitement. A sudden squall 
at night snapped the tops of their 
masts and the deck was a sham¬ 
bles of wet sails and dropped 
stays and halliards. 

“We had ten hours of rather 
intense weather but managed to 
get up an emergency rig and 
continue, though we did have to 
put in for repairs.” 

It was on the long beat up to 
San Diego that the schooner 
caused considerable commotion 
ashore, due to an erroneous re¬ 
port that it had beached. While 
Coast Guard planes searched, the 
schooner actually was many miles 
off shore battling against head¬ 
winds. 

“We were really in no danger, 
but we did have to ration water. 
The neatest trick was how we 
finally started our auxiliary 
motor and came in under power. 
With batteries dead we hooked 
up some flashlight cells for the 
ignition and after heating the en¬ 
gine with a blow torch, cranked 
successfully by hand!” 

Christianson reached San Diego 
late last month and went to work 
for Convair Oct. 6. He expects 
to remain here indefinitely, 
though Alaska remains the ulti¬ 
mate goal. 


tabull strate, usa tha board. 
Tha board she is underneatha 
tha tabull. To maka tha betta 
hear maka tha deera peepul 
sita in da firsta four roses.” 



FAMILY SIZE SPUD —Sweet 
potatoes grow big around Fort 
Worth this year, as scales testify 
for G. K. Thompson, Convair 
FW Dept. 27-3, who grew it on 
his five-acre truck farm near 
Poolville, Tex. Scale showed even 
five pounds. Sweet potato even 
larger, six and a quarter pounds, 
was reported by R. E. Outlaw, 
Dept. 14-2 second shift. 


Father at 17 
Youngest Pa 

Though CONVAIRIETY’S style 
calls for tersely reported birth 
announcements, every once in 
awhile there are interesting side¬ 
lights that need to be told, such 
as: 

Mr. and Mrs. William Kelly Jr. 
(Dept. 22 SD) are—so far as is 
known — Convair’s most junior 
parents. She is 16, he 17! Inci¬ 
dentally, Kelly’s mother and now 
a grandmother is Mrs. William 
Kelly Sr., better known to her 
friends as “Kelly,” the jovial 
cashier in cafeteria No. 3. 

* * * 

Joe Foritano (Dept. 632 SD) 
distributed cigars on two coasts 
when his wife presented him with 
a baby girl. Not only San Diego 
got handouts but Somerville, 
Mass., his former home. 

* * * 

Usually it isn’t for a day or 
two after the event that CON¬ 
VAIRIETY gets the word, so it 
was a pleasant shock when J. E. 
Templet (Dept. 47 SD), breath¬ 
less and cigar in hand, announced, 
“It’s a girl!” 

“Splendid, born when?” 

“An hour ago!” 


Engines Filmed 

V. B. Hobart, public ’ relations 
assistant at Chance Vought Air¬ 
craft Corp., Grand Prairie, and 
Ray Kuhn, photographer with 
United Aircraft Corp., East Hart¬ 
ford, Conn., were at Convair FW 
Oct. 18 to photograph B-36 instal¬ 
lations of 3,500 horsepower Wasp 
Major engines made by Pratt- 
Whitney division of United. 

The pictures will be used in an 
annual pictorial review published 
by United Aircraft. 


R. S. Watt (Dept. 401 SD) 
went “home” last month for the 
first time in 30 years—home to 
Aberdeen, Scotland, where he was 
born. 

Although cities and surround¬ 
ings had changed, it wasn’t until 
he visited the tiny schoolhouse 
here he first attended that Watt 
was amazed. “I remembered it 
as a great big place!” he said. 

Watt left New York Sept. 1 by 
KLM DC-6 and made an unusual¬ 
ly fast hop from Gander to Glas¬ 
gow, six hours (thanks to a 70 
mph tail wind), which Watt call¬ 
ed “an awful difference from the 
last time I crossed!” 

Met by his daughter Nancy 
(former Convair girl now em¬ 
ployed in the U. S. Embassy at 
Copenhagen) and relatives he had 
not see for three decades, Watt 
toured the country by car and 


“Men reach the peak of their 
muscular development at that 
age,” Harry Benner said with 
authority and the 40-year-old 
listener forgot his cigarette 
cough and his creaking joints. 
He wanted to believe what 
Benner was saying. It was a 
little pitiful how much he 
wanted to believe. 

“Men in their 20’s and early 
30’s are faster in their move¬ 
ments and have more endurance, 
but age 40 is the peak of develop¬ 
ment,” Benner continued and the 
40-year-old drank it in and men¬ 
tally flexed his stringy muscles. 

“Why, several of our national 
weight-lifting champions are in 
their mid 30’s and it wasn’t 
long ago that a world’s cham¬ 
pion was 46!” Benner added, 
and his listener felt stronger 
by the minute. 

This was no upstart speaking, 
either. Benner has been an ex¬ 
ponent of body building for years 
(he’s 30) and the muscles that 
made flowing bulges beneath his 
tight T-shirt reflected his success. 
He is ranked No. 2 in his class 
among weight lifters on the Pa¬ 
cific coast and has never been 
beaten in San Diego in the three 
Olympic lifts, by anyone of his 
weight. He has been with Con¬ 
vair nine years (with two years 
out for the Army, fighting in 
France, Belgium, Germany with 
the 76th division). 

“Weight lifting is a sport like 
any other and requires its own 
type of skill, coordination and 


marveled at the sights of Scot¬ 
land, among them the Bremar 
Gathering where he had seats 
next to the Royal Box and photo¬ 
graphed the Royal Family. 

From London Watt flew to 
Paris and then by Convair-Liner 
to Belgium, Holland, Sweden and 
Denmark. In Copenhagen he did 
such a sales job on San Diego 
that most of the Embassy staff 
there were tempted to come to 
the coast when their tours of 
duty are over. “But it’s not very 
hard to sell sunshine in Den¬ 
mark,” Watt added. “I never saw 
such a place for rain!” 

On the way home Watt had an 
unexpected visit to Iceland, where 
weather had stacked up ten trans- 
Atlantic airliners, some of which 
had been weathered in for two 
days. He had only a slight delay, 
however, and was home in San 
Diego soon afterwards. 


practice,” Benner continued. “It 
is bunk that heavily muscled men 
are muscle bound. In fact, there’s 
no such thing. Weight lifters are 
fast. They’ve got to be to whip 
such weights into the air. All the 
members of the last U. S. Olym¬ 
pic team could run the 100 in 10.5 
and one was a 10 second man.” 

The three Olympic lifts, 
backbone of all weight lifting 
contests, are: 

The “press” (starting with 
the weighted bar at about 
shoulder height and shoving it 
upward). 

The “snatch” (sweeping the 
bar up from the floor in one 
mighty movement). 

The “clean and jerk” (whip¬ 
ping the bar from the floor and 
then ducking underneath to 
thrust it at arm’s length up¬ 
ward) . 

Benner’s own best marks are 
235 pounds for the press, 230 for 
the snatch and 290 for the clean 
and jerk. He weighs 180 pounds, 
competes as a light heavy. How¬ 
ever, when he was a member of 
last year’s team that won the 
California state title he starved 
himself down to middleweight 
(165 pounds) because the team 
needed support in this division. 
The team was coached by Leo 
Stern of Stern’s gymnasium in 
North Park, widely known body 
builder and weight lifting expert. 

“Weight lifting doesn’t have 
to stop with college. You can 
keep on for years. As I said be¬ 
fore, the peak of your strength 
is at 40,” Benner repeated. 

The 40-year-old listener had 
only one thing to say: 

“Harry, it sounds swell, but 
my wife will never believe it.” 


fee Cycles Coming 

The Ice Cycles will open in San 
Diego, Jan. 16. Plans are under¬ 
way to handle tickets for SD folk 
for that evening’s performance at 
a small reduction. Tickets will be 
available through the SD ticket 
service at a later date. 



plies.” 


Tony he Wanta tha Word and Luigi 
He Geev it Righta Back to Heem 


Schoolhouse Has Shrunk! Watt Finds 
On Visit to Scotland After 30 Years 
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Archers to Draw Bows 
Nov. 5 in Annual Shoot 


More than two score archers, 
many of them from Convair SD, 
are expected to compete Nov. 5 
in the annual San Diego County 
championship in Balboa Park, 
sponsored by CRA. 

“With defending champion 
Roy Dill no longer with the com¬ 
pany (CONVAIRIETY, May 10), 
the field is wide open. Our own 
Hull Hood (Dept. 6) probably 
stands the best chance among 
CRA marksmen,” CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Ed Generas commented. 
“He probably will be tops in the 
target shooting and if he can 
bring up his field performance 
he will be hard to beat.” 

Hood placed third in 1948 when 
Dill won the event and he did not 
compete in 1949. Last year Eddie 
Robinson, CRA prexy, was second 
among Convair shooters (again 
with Dill leading), and A. P. Ma- 
nino was third. Convair shooters 
compete not only in the county 
event, open to all archers, but 
also in a restricted class against 
each other. 

“This will be an all-day contest, 
with the field shooting in the 
morning, when archers shoot 

2nd Shift Interest 
in SD Bowling Lags 

Only three persons showed up 
this month at a meeting called 
for second shifters at San Diego 
interested in organizing a bowl¬ 
ing league. 

“That’s not enough to organize 
a team, much less a league,” CRA 
Commissioner Mike Brooks (him¬ 
self on the second shift) remark¬ 
ed. “We’re calling another meet¬ 
ing for Monday, Oct. 30, at 1 p.m. 
at the league room at Tower 
Bowl. Anyone interested in a 
second shift bowling loop should 
attend and if no more take the 
trouble to appear, then we’ll know 
none are interested.” 

Meanwhile, Brooks has organ¬ 
ized a team in his department 
and issued a challenge to any 
second shift team. 


through trees and across gullies 
at targets under conditions simi¬ 
lar to game shooting,” Generas 
explained. 

“In the afternoon we will have 
the target events which are more 
adapted to spectators. These are 
held at Laurel and Park and will 
be a colorful sight, so anyone in¬ 
terested should make it a point 
to be on hand. 


Badminton Tourney 
Starts Nov. 6 at FW 

A badminton handicap tourna¬ 
ment has been added to the cal¬ 
endar of fall sports events at 
Convair FW. 

The men’s doubles event will 
open at 7 p.m., Nov. 6, in the 
W. C. Stripling Junior High 
School gymnasium. 

Play will continue on following 
Monday and Wednesdays from 7 
to 10 p.m., until the tournament 
is completed. Regular play will 
also continue on these nights. 

Tournament entry fee will be 
50 cents per person, with fees to 
be used for individual awards. 

“A suitable joint handicap will 
be placed on each match so that 
every team will have an equal 
chance of winning,” says Phil 
Mahaffey, badminton commis¬ 
sioner. 

Deadline for entries is Nov. 3. 
Entry blanks and additional in¬ 
formation may be obtained from 
Mahaffey, ext. 5294. 


October Rivet Due 
Out This Week 

The October issue of Rivet, its 
second appearance, will be dis¬ 
tributed Oct. 26 and 27 at both 
Fort Worth and San Diego divi¬ 
sions. Rivet is an 8 V 2 by 11 inch, 
multi-color publication dealing in 
messages on company policies 
and plans. 



SIXTEEN POUNDER—George Peck (Dept. 250 SD) takes slice 
at birthday cake he received recently at surprise party. Cake (baked 
by former Convairite Mrs. L. R. DeVolld), weighed 16 pounds! 



Guests who helped celebrate included: Lucille Moffett, Sybil Reed, Charlotte 
Schmitt, Willie Paine, Grant Noble, Myrtle Nelson, W. P. Sellers, R. V. Brunner, 
Frank Budz, Helen Sharp, Frances Ensbury, Doril Hutchison, Colleen Gabriel, 
June Kerns, A1 Preston, Alice Vogle, A. K. Jones, E. K. Lyons, Bessie McNeil, 
Betty Inhope, A. Carter, Mabel McManus, Lydia Othich, J. D. Roper, George 
Beauchaman, M. Stewart, D. Shiper, P. R. Capell, K. B. Black, Jack Reynolds, 
T. A. Edwards, Bob Gill, G. F. Baine, W. B. Black, Earl and Hazel Shelton. 


FOND FAREWELL—When H. W. Carrell of Dept. 10 got his 
"walking papers" recently (recall to active duty as Army lieutenant) 
associates gave him luncheon party with such appropriate gifts as 
an "eight ball." Carrell is shown in inset. Others clockwise around 
table are: 


Claude Roberts, Lee Boggess, Dan Waters, Sue Mitchell, Shirley Kretschmer, 
Constance Rodee, Dick Cowper, Ray Stevens, A.L. Hendricks, Drew Smith, Bill 
Wimer, Harold Hahn, Clive Henrie, Carrell, Wayne Zook, C. H. Koenig (Budget 
Supervisor), Elizabeth Noakes, E. Nowry, Rosemary Mullen, Harold Meyer, Elsie 
Stanley, Ann Brooks, Jane Donley, Mary Rademaker, Florence Lindquist, Bob 
JVJains, Bob Pederson. 



Hurled in Series 


WASHER WIZARDS—When 
: iring was all over at Convair 
Daingerfield recently in washer 
Ditching tournament involving 
learly 70 players, these were 
singles winners: top, Pete Ball, 
DAL painter, and below, Willie 
Brown. 


FW Bowling 


740 LEAGUE 


Team 

Dundee 


Team No. 10 
Malt Shop . 


Team No. 
I. A. M. .. 
Winn’s 


Rodeo Shop 
Rebels . 


675 LEAGUE 


Writers . 

Wood Mill .. 
Accounting 
Contracts .... 


Tooling , 


Baskin 
Veal ... 


CLASSIC LEAGUE 


Klabunde .. 
Henderson 


Trouble Shooters . 


Jug 


Framers . 

Z-ions ... 


Po Slokes .. 

Friendly Five 
Wing Dings .... 
Hecklers .. 


Rexair Kings 


Barney’s Cafe .. 
All-Eventers .... 
B & F Garage 
Five Spots . 


Conversion 
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12 
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12 
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12 

... 12 
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... 11 

18 

... 10 

14 
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14 

... 9 

15 

... 8 

16 
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18 

UE 


.... 20 

4 

.... 19 

5 

.... 17 
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... 16 
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.... 14 

10 
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.... 12 

12 

.... 12 

12 

.... 11 

13 

.... 11 

13 

.... 11 

13 

.... 10 

14 

.... 10 

14 

.... 8 

16 

.... 5 

19 

.... 3 

21 



Speed Martin, Big League Star 
of Past, Recalls Days When... 

When you’re all shone out there on the mound in a 
World Series with the winning—or losing—pitch still 
unhurled in your hand . .. . 

When you’re leaning over a tricky sidehill putt on the 
last green with the gallery packed in a tight breathless 
circle waiting for you to win—or lose—with that single 
stroke . . . 

“Speed, how do you keep your nerve? How do you win 
those games? Do you pray?” 

E. G. Martin (Dept. 22 SD) ' 
busted out a grin that was his 
trademark during so many years 
of dazzling baseball when the 
name of Speed Martin rated 72 
point type on anybody’s sports 
page. 

“Heavens, no! Don’t pray! 

Keep your mind on the game,” 
he exploded, but quickly added, 

“Not that praying isn’t a good 
thing. ...” 

Speed tried, but no man can 
describe adequately that secret 
of ice water control in the clutch 
that so few have. And Speed was 
famous for it. He was always at 
his best when the chips were 
down and the pressure caved in 
lesser men and even now, though 
his baseball days are long gone, 
he’s most dangerous in a golf 
match on those grueling extra 
holes that separate the men from 
the boys. 

It was almost 40 years ago that 
a tow-headed kid on the sand lots 
of Oakland practiced hour after 
hour pitching to his brother’s 
mitt, curves and drops and fast 
ones. At other times he read 
omnivorously, everything about 
baseball he could find. Maybe 
that’s why he went up so fast, 
from St. Mary’s College to the 
Oakland Oaks and in 1918 to the 
Chicago Cubs when he twice 
beat McGraw’s Giants in the 
World Series. 

Speed’s scrapbooks (compiled 
by his mother through the 
years without his knowledge, 
for it was considered bad form 
in those days for ball players 
to pay much attention to such 
trifles) are filled with clippings 
and such headlines as: “Speed’s 
Smoke Ball Baffled Hornsby,” 

“Cards Fail to Hit Martin,” 

“Speed Makes Monkeys of 
Dodgers,” “Martin Steers Cubs 
to Shut Out.” 

In those days major leaguers 
played the winter circuits and 
Speed’s trips to the coast were 
frequent to play ball or go on 
shooting trips in the San Diego 
area. He was a fine wing shot 
in those days, too, though he has 
given up hunting in recent years. 

Speed was with Chicago for 
four years at the time when 
Grover Cleveland Alexander was 
a star. In 1919 he set a major 
league record, working in seven 
different games in as many days. 

The last day he pitched and won 
a nine inning tilt with the Giants. 

About this time he was picked to 
tour the country as a member of 
Casey Stengel’s All Stars. 

In 1922 Speed was sold to St. 

Paul and won 12 of his first 14 
games when an injury cut short 


MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 
Team W. L. 

Two-some . 7 


Seven-Ten .—. 6 

Optimists . 6 

Alley Cats . 6 

Super-Poopers . 5 

Jay-Hawkers .— 4 

Buckeye . 4 

Mr. and Mrs. 4 

Lucky Strike .-. 3 

Hot Rods .. 2 


'Battle of Champs' 

Set for November 

Intra-departmental table tennis 
eliminations are under way at 
Convair SD and CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Bob Saley said he hopes 
to start a tournament among de¬ 
partment champions in early 
November. 

“We are anxious to get the best 
representatives of the various de¬ 
partments as possible,” Saley 


REMEMBER? —If you’re old 
enough, and a baseball fan, you 
may recognize E. G. (Speed) 
Martin (Dept. 22 SD) as he 
looked when he was a Chicago 
Cubs star pitcher back in 1918, 
the year he beat Giants twice to 
win World Series for Chicago. 

his playing days, but did not end 
them by any means. He played 
on many teams afterwards and 
even coached St. Mary’s for a 
year. 

Martin joined Convair at SD 
in 1942 and has been with the 
company ever since except for a 
period in 1946 and recently some 
months away because of illness. 

Golf, always a game he loved, 
took more of his time as the de¬ 
mands of baseball diminished and 
for a number of years he regu¬ 
larly won the professional base¬ 
ball golf tournaments on the west 
coast, as well as knocking off 
sectional and club tournaments. 
His home is full of trophies and 
he’ll talk golf at the drop of a 
niblick, but it’s when baseball 
comes up that his pale blue eyes 
get sparks in them and he re¬ 
lives those diamond days of 30 
years ago. 





“I just wanted to announce to 
my staff that Miss Ives bought 
and paid for her new fur coat.” 


Overflow Crowd of 3,500 Views 
Year's Last CRA Rodeo at FW 


An overflow crowd of more 
than 3,500 Convair FW and Air 
Force spectators jammed the Cir¬ 
cle R arena, Saturday night, Oct. 
14, to witness the final CRA 
rodeo of the year. 

While fans whooped and cheer¬ 
ed, 33 Convair FW cowboys 
staged the roughest exhibition 
of riding and roping seen thus 
far by CRA rodeo followers. 

Back in the show was George 
Waggoner, veteran rodeo clown 
seriously injured in the first CRA 
rodeo in 1949 when he rescued a 
contestant about to be gored by 
a Brahma bull. Spectators made 
up a “pot” for Waggoner as an 
expression of their appreciation 
for his return to the rodeo ring. 

Champions of rodeo events in¬ 
cluded: Calf roping: First, Bobby 
Stepp* Dept. 31; second, J. E. 
Hudson, Dept. 73; third, T. M. 


Smith, Dept. 4-5. 

Ribbon Roping: First, J. L. 
Roberts, Stepp, both Dept. 31 
(tie); third, L. C. Hopper, Dept. 
20 - 2 . 

Bronc Riding: First, Rex Bow¬ 
ers, Dept. 73; second, Pete Stand- 
ridge, Dept. 12-4; third, Jim 
Wright, Dept. 31. 

Bull Riding: First, S. E. 
Reeves, Dept. 73. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA president, 
led the grand entry, followed by 
color bearers Ezell Ansley, Dept. 
12-4 and Charlie Marshall. 

D. A. Bennett, Dept. 22-4, 
served as announcer, while I. L. 
Dowdy, Dept. 20-2, and J. L. 
Shackelford, Dept. 81, acted as 
judges. 

The rodeos will be resumed 
next spring, according to W. P. 
Woods, CRA riding and roping 
commissioner. 
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Collier Upset 
in Singles But 
Wins Doubles 

Convair SD’s ace tennis player, 
Dick Collier, caught a “hot one” 
this month in the finals of the 
annual Industrial Tennis tourna¬ 
ment and bowed 9-7, 6-2 to Nor¬ 
man Wykes of Gasco whose game 
has shown marked improvement 
in the last year. 

Some consolation, however, was 
gained when Collier teamed with 
Jerry LaFave, CRA tennis com¬ 
missioner, to win the doubles 
event, eliminating the strong 
team of Bob Barth and Dick 
Bourne of Solar, 6-3, 6-1 in the 
finals. 

LaFave and his wife Esther 
were forced to default in the 
semi-finals of the mixed doubles 
when influenza sent Mrs. LaFave 
) bed. She also had to default 
in the women’s singles finals. 


MARTY MENDEZ 


STILL MR. BIG 


Marten Mendez (Dept. 22 SD) 
left no doubt in anyone’s mind 
this month that he is still the na¬ 
tion’s Mr. Big when it comes to 
badminton. 


Six first shift teams and four 
second shift squads have entered 
intra-plant leagues. Three teams, 
including a women’s squad, have 
signed up for city play. 


MARKSMEN—Proof of prowess at spotting and hitting the 
nimble squirrel is this photo made of Ted Hampton (left) and A. H. 
Puddy, both of Convair FW Dept. 25-3, second shift, after squirrel¬ 
hunting session near Eagle Mountain Lake this month. They got 18. 
Count 'em! 


Plans will be made for open¬ 
ing practice sessions at a meeting 
of all prospective Convair FW 
players and team managers at 
6:30 p.m. Nov. 1 at the recrea¬ 
tion hall. Play is expected to get 
under way in December. 

J. E. McBride will coordinate 
second shift basketball activities, 
according to Tucknies. McBride 
may be reached at ext. 3275 dur¬ 
ing second shift working hours. 
First shift players may contact 
Tucknies at ext. 4215. 


SERIOUS PITCH—The CRA washer tournament at Convair FW 
appears to be serious business with these feminine contestants in 
material department's salvage warehouse (Dept. 4-4). Left to right 
are Eleanor Barber and Helen Graves. 


With complete mastery of the 
court, he disposed of Joe Alston 
in straight sets in the finals of 
the annual San Diego open bad¬ 
minton tournament, 15-6, 15-3. 
Alston, Marty’s most consistent 
challenger, suffered the same fate 
some months ago in the finals of 
the national when Mendez be¬ 
came U. S. champion. 


Tuesdays 'Convair 
Nights' at SD Rink 

Tuesday evenings have been set 
aside as “Convair Night” at 
Skateland (Front and G Streets, 
San Diego) with a rate of 50 
cents (including clamp skates) 
extended to all Convair people. 

All that is necessary is to 
present Convair credentials to the 
cashier. Beatrice Leyva (Dept. 
250) will be on hand to assist 
first shift people and Archie 
Gross (Dept. 25) will assist sec¬ 
ond shift. 

If sufficient interest is aroused 
roller skating might become a 
regular CRA activity at SD. 


Handicap Net Event 
Slated for Nov. 18-19 

A “turkey shoot” will be next 
on the tennis calendar at SD, 
CRA Commissioner Jerry LeFave 
announced this week. 

“It will be a handicap singles 
event at Morley Field (North 
Park), Nov. 18 and 19, with tur¬ 
keys for winner and runner-up,” 
LeFave said. “We had a similar 
tournament last year and it was 
a lot of fun so make your plans 
to play now. Everyone has an 
equal chance.” 


ON TOP, BUT FOR HOW LONG?—For two consecutive 
years Russ Strayer has been champion of Convair SD. Shown 
here "on the ball," Strayer this year faces his toughest field, such 
players as Whitey Ostwald and Bill Houchin (climbing ladder 
at left) and Ken Ellis, Bill Glithero and Mat Kimmel (on way up 
at right). Not shown are two major threats, Ted Dorius (one of 


San Diego's leading pros, who recently joined company in Dept. 
632) and Benny Benson (formerly a ranking pro in Los Angeles 
area). Dorius and Benson are both ranked as scratch players. 
First rounds in annual tournament, which listed 14 flights, were 
played last weekend over Mission Valley. 


Flight Test Ace 
Wins Plant Title 

Morton Lieb, of Flight Test 
(12-3) was Convair’s FW’s new 
table tennis champion this week 
after paddling his way to the top 
rung in a plant-wide CRA cham¬ 
pionship contest. 

Lieb took first place—and first 
prize, a wrist watch awarded by 
CRA—by defeating Harold Mil¬ 
ler, of Inspection, who was top 
man in the Production division. 


PADDLER — Morton Lieb, 
Flight Test at FW, displays style 
that won him plant table tennis 
crown. He defeated Harold 
Miller of Inspection in finals. 


Lieb won his chance at the cham¬ 
pionship by coming out first in 
the Engineering division. 

As runner-up in Engineering, 
Michael Szot of 6-5, won a loving 
cup awarded by CRA, as did 
Clayton Dilworth, 6-4, winner in 
the consolation bracket. 

Consolation prize winner in 
Production classification was E. 
Crum, of Production Control dis¬ 
patching (22-3). 

Approximately 50 contestants 
entered the competition, accord¬ 
ing to Paul Whisenhant, CRA 
table tennis commissioner. 


Thirteen Basketball 
Teams Sign up for 
FW's Winter League 

Thirteen Convair FW basket¬ 
ball teams had signed up for win¬ 
ter competition at press time. 


Continuing Washer Tournament 
Makes Champs Defend Titles 


A new continuous plant-wide 
washer pitching tournament in 
which the plant champion must 
defend his title at least every two 
months now has more than 750 
contestants competing for honors 
at FW. 

Hugh Pennington, CRA washer 
pitching commissioner, explained 
that under the new set-up, the 
plant is divided up into “blocks” 
according to plant areas. Each 
washer pitcher competes in his 
block by registering with his 
block leader. 


Basketball Players 
Prepare for Season 

Convair SD basketball players 
and managers held their first or¬ 
ganizational meeting Monday at 
CRA clubhouse and laid plans for 
league play to come. 

Basketball Commissioner Gil 
Crosthwaite said city league play 
is expected to start in early De¬ 
cember, a pre-season tournament 
to determine seedings. 


“If any pitchers don’t know the 
names of their block leaders, or 
if a particular area has not been 
organized into a block, I hope the 
washer pitchers will call me,” 
said Pennington. His extension 
is 3137. 

All contestants in each of the 
blocks compete against each other 
until one of their number is block 
champion. Four such block cham¬ 
pions then pitch to determine a 
contender for the throne. A new 
contender will thus be named 
each two months, and will pitch 
against the current plant cham¬ 
pion. 

First blocks to report their 
winners were pitching at press 
time to determine the first con¬ 
tender who will challenge Wesley 
Gowins, Dept. 82 pitcher who is 
now plant champion. 

Block winners competing for 
the chance against Gowins are 
L. E. Seelye, Dept. 27, Block 3 
winner; C. B. Fagelman, Dept. 43, 
Block 4; J. R. Thweatt, Dept. 25- 
3, Block 5; and G. S. Stillwell, 
Dept. 30, Block 8. 
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Let Wintry Winds Blow, New Model All-Weather Dock Will Stop Them 


A NEW MODEL—Latest thing in all weather service docks is this new model 
at FW plant. Note how ends are so wings fit as though into a slot. When plane 
is fully in place, doors swing down from overhead to give protection to workmen 
from wind and weather. Man in foreground of photo at rig,ht carries flag to stop 
traffic when test runs are being made on jet engines. Photos below, left to right, 


show one jet engine in operation, new built-in fire protection of CO-2 system, 
and night shot same as above. Similar fire fighting apparatus is being engineered 
for SD's docks and additions such as this FW dock has are under consideration 
for SD. 




FW Gets Ready for Winter Weather 
With New Doors on Service Docks 


Convairs Now 'The' Plane in Europe, 
Laven Reports After Year Abroad 


Although summer’s not long 
gone and temperatures around 90 
degrees are still the rule, Con- 
vair FW is getting ready for the 
northers which Texans can ex¬ 
pect every winter. 

Newly improved all weather 
service docks already are being 
put to use on Field Operations 
(Dept. 61) flight line facing 
Grant’s Lane, assuring flight line 
employees of heat and shelter 
during winter, and shade during 
the rest of the year. 

Major eye-catching improve¬ 
ments on the remodeled docks 
are shiny new aluminum doors 
which enclose the aft opening 
after the B-36 wing is placed 
inside the dock. 

With the doors, which replace 
canvas used on the original docks, 
the entire work area inside is 
enclosed by aluminum with excep¬ 
tion of a small slot which fits 
around the wing, and which is 
closed by canvas. 

The new aluminum doors, 
which swing up out of the way 
for moving an airplane into or 

Uncle Sam trusts us to keep 
his secrets. Don't betray him! 


out of the dock, are more costly 
than canvas. But Plant Engineer 
Frank Clayton points out that 
the life span of canvas in high 
Texas winds is short, and that 
the aluminum will be cheaper, as 
well as more efficient, in the long 
run. 

Eight of the 13 service docks 
in use at Convair FW are being 
remodeled to incorporate the new 
improvements. 

These include installation of a 
permanent Co-2 fire fighting 
system which can be put into use 
on a moment’s notice at any place 
on or around the airplane where 
it might be needed. 

New and additional lighting 
provides adequate illumination 
both inside the dock and in the 
work area around it, and all 
other utilities are quickly avail¬ 
able, including compressed air. 
Heating facilities will be pro¬ 
vided if and when necessary. 

Beneath the dock floor, which 
is approximately eight feet above 
the pavement, are constructed 
racks on which employees store 
tool and lunch boxes, and facili¬ 
ties for hanging clothes. 

Docks originally were built by 
Plant Engineering and Tooling 
departments. Remodeling is 
being done by Plant Engineering. 



BUDGET HEAD —Budge V. 
Lee, with Convair eight years, 
is new FW budget administrator. 


Budge Lee Named 
FW Budget Head 

Appointment of Budge V. Lee 
as Convair FW budget adminis¬ 
trator has been announced by 
Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice-presi¬ 
dent and FW division manager. 

Other new appointments at FW 
include that of Howard M. Jones 
as Plant Engineering general 
supervisor to succeed L. M. Whit¬ 
ten, recently named Maintenance 
superintendent. 

In announcing Lee’s appoint¬ 
ment to the budget position, Ryan 
stated that Lee will report to 
the vice-president division man¬ 
ager, and has the status of a de¬ 
partment head. Lee formerly was 
a supervisor in Industrial Engi¬ 
neering department. 

Lee came to Convair in 1942 
from Montgomery Ward, Fort 
Worth, where he was assistant 
industrial engineer. He also had 
experience in the same line with 
Sears, Roebuck & Co., Dallas. 

A native of Checotah, Okla., 
Lee attended the University of 
Oklahoma four years, majoring 
in petroleum engineering, archi¬ 
tecture and journalism. 

Jones, who reports to F. C. 
Clayton, comes to Plant Engi¬ 
neering from Chance Vought Air¬ 
craft Co., Grand Prairie, where 
he was also in Plant Engineering. 
From 1945 to 1949, he was plant 
engineer for Texas Engineering 
and Manufacturing Co., Grand 
Prairie. He is an electrical engi¬ 
neering graduate of Ohio State 
University. 


The Convair-Liner has been 
generally accepted in Europe as 
“the medium range airplane,” 
Ted Laven, Convair Service repre¬ 
sentative abroad, reported this 
week on his return from 14 
months with KLM. 

“There is simply no question 
about the plane’s superiority,” he 
added. 

Laven reported that KLM is 
enjoying about five hours a day 
utilization, but actually could 
easily go to 10 or 12 if the sched¬ 
ules demanded. Sabena utiliza¬ 
tion is running about six hours 
with prospects that this will be 
upped by schedule changes. 

“I came home filled with ad¬ 
miration for the maintenance 
men of Swissair, Sabena and 
KLM. They are tops. KLM has 
the best pressurization test 
stand at Amsterdam that I ever 
saw,” he remarked. 

“Incidentally, these planes fly 
pressurized almost 100 per cent 
of the time.” 

Every few weeks, representa- 


(Continued from page 1) 
sight on that leg was the Suez 
canal; the rest is desolate desert. 

“We had a hasty lunch in Bas¬ 
rah and got out of there fast be¬ 
cause the heat was terrific. Tak¬ 
ing off one sees thousands of 
acres of date palms and also some 
of the big oil fields and re¬ 
fineries. . . . 

“We spent Sunday night in 
Karachi and I saw an Orient 
Convair-Liner in a hangar but 
had no time to go near it. 

“We stopped briefly in Calcutta 
for dinner and then shoved on 
to Bangkok. The hotel accommo¬ 
dations are better at Bangkok 
and it isn’t quite as hot as Cal¬ 
cutta. But boy, is it humid! 

“There are many mosquitoes 
in Bangkok, but nature takes 
care of control. I saw lots of 
toads jumping around the floors 
and lizards crawling on the 
walls, busy eating insects. 

“Next day was an easy flight 
to Singapore and then we covered 
the short but colorful route along 
the east coast of Sumatra to 
i Djakarta. . . . Our average speed 


tives of the European lines oper¬ 
ating Convairs get together to 
compare notes, thus exchanging 
ideas and improving maintenance 
and performance, Laven reported. 
At first they met every few 
weeks but now gatherings are 10 
to 12 weeks apart. 

While abroad Laven took a hop 
in the new British turbo-prop, the 
Viscount, and became the first 
U. S. air frame man to fly in it. 

Laven joined Convair in 1936 
and has spent a good part of 
the intervening years abroad. 
During the war he was senior 
Convair representative with the 
Navy in the Pacific... As an ex¬ 
ample of his travels, his son 
Mike, now 6, was born in Hono¬ 
lulu, attended kindergarten in 
Miami, first grade in Amster¬ 
dam and is continuing his 
studies now in San Diego! 

“Mike picked up Dutch rapidly, 
and so did our daughter, Pat, 3, 
but they seem to have no trouble 
in reverting to English now,” 
Laven said. 


is over 222 mph, as good or bet¬ 
ter than four-engine planes do 
over the same route. 

“Sept. 30 was a big day at 
Kemajoran. President Sukarno 
and his family and staff had ° 
three-hour ride in PK-GOC a 
after that the president christe . 
ed PK-GCD and made a speech.” 
* * * 

*Garuda’s eight Convair- 
Liners all are licensed to a 
gross weight of 41,790 pounds, 
an increase of 1,290 pounds 
over other Convairs due to 
modification including extra 
fuel tanks. 



“She’s getting to be more like 
her mother every day.” 



TAKING SHAPE—Turboliner being built for Allison division, 
General Motors, is progressing steadily at Convair SD. Note engine 
installation and first steps toward striking paint job. 


Liner Wings Amsterdam to Rome, 
Cairo, Karachi, Singapore, Djakarta 













































































’tOO Per Cent' Campaign to Improve B-36 Production at Fort Worth 


A reminder that Convair FW employees cannot 
afford to “let down” B-36 production -efforts even in 
the face of United Nations victories in Korea came 
this week with the kickoff of a plant-wide “100 per 
cent campaign.” 

Said A. C. Esenwein, assistant FW division man¬ 
ager, in announcing the drive for improving both 
quality and quantity of B-36 production: 

“It’s our job to build the United States’ best 
weapon to assure that our fighting men won’t 
again be forced to go onto the battlefield against 
the Reds or any other aggressor. 

“That weapon, of course, is the B-36, the only 
airplane in the world capable of seeking out and 
destroying any enemy anywhere in the world he 
might strike. 

“We are now called upon to increase our production 


of B-36s. To do this, we will hire and train more 
employees. But that’s not enough. We also must 
build more B-36s—and. build them better than ever— 
with our present production team. 

“To help us do this, we’re starting our ‘100 per 
cent’ campaign now. Each factory department has 
been assigned a new realization target. Our goal will 
be to have each department reach 100 per cent of that 
goal before Dec. 81, thus entitling it to special recog¬ 
nition as a ‘100 per cent.’ ” 

“Realization,” as the word is used in the aircraft 
industry, is a measure of production effectiveness. It 
is expressed as a percentage based on the amount of 
work actually accomplished in a given period of time 
as compared to the amount of work which normally 
would be turned out by well-trained, experienced and 
conscientious producers. 


Realization goals established, however, take into 
account the fact that many employees are new on 
their Convair jobs, and the fact that certain opera¬ 
tions, for reasons peculiar to those operations, cannot 
be expected to reach as high a percentage of realiza¬ 
tion as others. 

Realization targets for each department will be 
shown on bulletin boards on which employees may 
check status of their department and progress being 
made. When the department reaches its target, it 
will be given special recognition as one of the “100 
per cent” departments. 

Said Esenwein: “If we all get behind this pro¬ 
gram, there is no doubt in my mind that every 
department will be a ‘100 per center’ before Dec. 
31.” 


Here's the Goal: Every 
A Depa rtment 100% 
by Dec. 31! 
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Bids Sought on Projects to 
Improve Parking Facilities 

Bids were scheduled to be sought by Convair this week 
on a proposal for construction of a new entrance to the 
Convair FW plant as one portion of a broad, overall effort 
to improve traffic and parking conditions. 


More Skilled Men 
Needed For FW as 
Production Increases 

A call for Convair FW employees to contact male rela¬ 
tives and friends went out this week as the division ex¬ 
tended almost nation-wide efforts to locate the hundreds 
of new men needed weekly for Convair to meet Air Force 
B-36 production schedules.. 


In addition, bids also will be 
sought later on a proposal to 
build a pedestrian overpass from 
the flight line to parking lot 
No. 5. 

While funds for both projects 
have been provided by the Air 
Force and approved by Air Mate¬ 
riel Command through the office 
of the plant’s Air Force officer- 
ip-charge, Lt. Col. Ainsley E. 
Stuart, letting of contracts for 
work to be done still is subject 
to bids being within limits of 
funds available. 

“These are only two projects of 
many of which Convair is work¬ 
ing in an effort to improve traf¬ 
fic and parking,” explained A. C. 
Esenwein, assistant division man¬ 
ager. 

“This traffic and parking prob¬ 
lem is more difficult and more 
complicated than many people 
realize, but we’re going to do 
everything possible.” 

Among other things, studies 
are being made to determine 
whether other projects within the 
plant will offer substantial im¬ 
provements, in addition to a 
study of traffic conditions on 
arteries to Fort Worth. Depend¬ 
ing upon outcome of the studies, 


A $650,000 expansion program 
to put one of the most complete 
aircraft testing laboratories in 
the nation into the B-36 program 
was announced by Convair FW 
this week. 

With Air Force funds made 
by Air Materiel Com- 
mand through the plant’s AF 
officer-in-charge, Lt. Col. Ainsley 
E. Stuart, work is already under 
way on plans to move the Engi¬ 
neering Test Lab to greatly ex¬ 
panded quarters in the Experi¬ 
mental building, and to equip it 
with the newest in scientific test 
equipment. 

When completed sometime next 
year, the new test lab will have 
what is believed to be the largest 
and most complete aircraft in¬ 
dustry operated setup for aircraft 
environmental testing in the na¬ 
tion. 

By “environmental testing,” 
engineers mean testing B-36 
equipment, airplane parts and 
components under all the differ¬ 
ent atmospheric conditions and 
other physical conditions which 
the B-36 might possibly encoun¬ 
ter at any spot in the world. 

“This is more important in the 
B-36 program, perhaps, than for 
any other airplane ever built,” 
explains R. S. Reade, chief test 
engineer, “since the B-36 is real- 


conferences may then be sought 
with state and city officials to 
seek ways and means to improve 
movement of traffic between the 
plant and Fort Worth. 

The proposed new plant en¬ 
trance would connect parking lots 
1 and 3 (between plant and 
Grant’s Lane south of adminis¬ 
tration building) with Clifford 
Avenue running East and West 
along south boundary of reserva¬ 
tion and connecting with Grant’s 
Lane. It also connects with 
Cherry Lane, main artery to and 
through Liberator Village and 
White Settlement. 

It is estimated that on the 
first shift, as many as 1,500 
automobiles now using the 
Grant’s Lane entrance could be 
routed to the other road, thus 
substantially easing shift- 
change traffic congestion on 
Grant’s Lane and making for 
speedier entrance and exit on 
all shifts. 

The road would be 24 feet wide 
plus shoulders, thus providing 
two wide lanes. It would be 800 
feet long. 

Under proposed plans, in- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


ly the first—and still the only— 
global aircraft.” 

In the new quarters, engi¬ 
neers will conduct mildew re¬ 
sistance tests, for instance, to 
make certain that no B-36 elec¬ 
trical equipment develops 
shorts due to fungus attacks 
such as are encountered when 
planes are operated in the 
tropic zones. 


Convair Leads All 
in Chest Campaign 

Convair FW remained the 
leader among other large Fort 
Worth firms in the Community 
Chest campaign at press time. 
With contributions still com¬ 
ing in, Convair had met 115 per 
cent of its quota. 

Employees had contributed 
$32,816.32. Original Convair 
quota was $28,500. 

Only a few departments in 
the plant had not met their 
quota at press time, according 
to M. L. Hicks, campaign chair¬ 
man. 


Teachers Will 
Visit Plant to 
Learn of B-36 

Ninety-two teachers from the 
Fort Worth public schools will 
spend tomorrow (Nov. 9) at Con¬ 
vair FW, boning up on aircraft 
manufacturing in general and 
Convair in particular. 

The six-hour visit is part of the 
city’s first Business-Industry- 
Education day. The more than 
1,600 Forth Worth public school 
teachers are being released from 
teaching duties to spend the day 
with various businesses and in¬ 
dustries in the Fort Worth area. 

Teachers will be divided into 
groups, with each group visiting 
a different business or industry 
for the day. The 92 teachers 
coming to Convair make up one 
of the largest groups. 

They will arrive shortly before 
10 a.m. Thursday at the plant 
cafeteria, where Ray O. Ryan, 
vice-president and division man¬ 
ager, will welcome them. They 
will hear a general discussion of 
the aircraft industry and will 
spend the remainder of the morn¬ 
ing in a tour of the plant. 

Following lunch with depart¬ 
ment heads, teachers will devote 
the afternoon to discussions, con- 
continued on Page 2) 


F. F. Gignilliat, Employment 
supervisor, urged employees to 
obtain employment applications 
from their department clerks if 
they know of men over 18 years 
of age who are in good health 
and who have had mechanical 
training or experience. 

“Despite the fact that we’ve 
hired thousands of new employ¬ 
ees in the last several months,” 
Gignilliat explained, “we still 
must hire several hundred every 
week for some time to come to 
fill our ranks. 

“Actually, it’s harder for us to 
find qualified employees right 
now than it was most of the time 
during World War II, and any 
help we can get in locating the 
right kind of men will be appre¬ 
ciated.” 

Convair FW employment last 
week passed the 23,000 mark. 

Periodically for the last several 
months, Convair FW has sought 
new employees in most of the 
industrial production centers of 
the nation, and has had a num¬ 
ber of men visiting various larger 
cities interviewing applicants. 

As an example of the extreme 
efforts being made, Convair FW 
recruiters have even begun “fol¬ 
lowing the harvest.” 

“We know there are a lot of 
men helping their families with 
the harvest who will be want¬ 
ing other work when it’s done,” 
explained Gignilliat. “So we’re 
hitting the high spots behind 
the harvests, hoping to pick up 
a few more men that way.” 


“Harvest” recruiters were 
scheduled to be in southern Okla¬ 
homa this week, and next week 
will try major centers up through 
the Texas and Oklahoma pan¬ 
handles. 

While qualified men can be 
used in most all classifications, 
there is a critical need in the 
following factory classifications: 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Thanksgiving 
to be Nov. 23 
at Convair FW 

Thursday, Nov. 23, will be ob¬ 
served as Thanksgiving Day at 
Convair FW division, according 
to R. J. Donnelly, manager of 
Industrial Relations. 

That day has been designated 
by the President as Thanksgiving, 
and also is the day to be observed 
by Fort Worth public schools, 
thus enabling Convair families to 
be together for the occasion. 

Only those Convair employees 
notified in advance will be ex¬ 
pected to work on the holiday. 


Award Presented 
to FW Dept. 47 for 
Long Safety Record 

A special safety award was 
presented in Fort Worth last 
week in recognition of the recent 
record 2,450,000 manhours with¬ 
out disabling injury worked by 
Convair FW’s Outer Wing and 
Engines, Dept. 47. 

The award was made by E. C. 
McFadden, Dallas, past president 
of the American Society of Safety 
Engineers, in a ceremony at Hotel 
Texas during the Industrial In¬ 
stitute sponsored by the Fort 
Worth Safety Council and the 
Fort Worth chapter of American 
Society of Safety Engineers. 

It was received on behalf of 
Convair and Dept. 47 by K. A. 
Day, Final Assembly superintend¬ 
ent to whom the department re¬ 
ports. Those on hand for the 
presentation included Fred Tem¬ 
ple, Safety section supervisor, 
and other Convair FW safety 
engineers. 


(Continued on Page 2) 



FIRE FIGHTERS—When Convair SD this month tried out new fire fighting equipment, FW Chief 
C. H. Jones was on hand to direct practice. Truck, which "snows under" blazes with carbon-dioxide 
shower, is first for SD, but FW has had them for some time. Story on page 4. 


Test Lab Will Expand to 
Meet Vast New Program 
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CONVAIR FW n STUDENTS M —Shown leading one of the 19 
conference series now being conducted for Convair FW assistant 
foremen and assistant supervisors is W. E. Magnuson, Fabrication 
superintendent, with pointer at blackboard. 

Practical Pointers Given ini New 
Classes For Assistant Foremen 


To The Colors 

Following are Convair FW employees 
who gave military service as reason for 
their terminations: 

Dept. 3: T. M. English, J. C. Wilcox; 
Dept. 4; H. C. Owen, G. V. Bough, 
W. M. Russell, B. M. Staples, H. E. 
Davis, K. P. McNeill, A. L. Clark, R. 
L. Harr, Lewis Sheppard, H. G. Brown 
Jr.; Dept. 6: J. T. Pollard, H. M. Tom¬ 
linson, K. W. Hendricks, C. H. Richard. 

Dept. 9: B. L. Sparks, J. D. Lindsey, 
H. D. Dotson; Dept. 12: W. J. Abel, R. 

L. Brylensik, W. L. Austin, Fiske Han¬ 
ley, J. G. Parker, A. J. Stough, E. F. 
Cox; Dept. 14: J. E. Tomberlin; Dept. 
20: B. C. Coffey; Dept. 22: W. L. 
Crane, K. L. Morris, J. W. Harrison, W. 
O. Ware, H. T. Nabors, C. W. Webb. 

Dept. 25: W. C. Atkinson, Glenn Rob¬ 
bins Jr.; Dept. 27: B. E. Allen, G. D. 
Weir, C. E. Warren, M. W. Athens, 

B. L. Brown, C. E. Hicks, J. H. Monroe, 
W. S. Tucker, J. D. Wilson, C. E. War¬ 
ren ; Dept. 30: T. A. Dillard; Dept. 31: 
Z. V. Davis Jr., F. A. Galanos. A. L. 
Johnson, Horace- Reynolds, W. H. Click, 
E. N. Davis, L. W. Reid, B. J. Hamilton, 
J. W. Miller, J. W. Randolph, L. F. 
Dtfyle. 

Dept. 43: C. A. Nystel, D. C. Moles; 
Dept. 44: H. J. Thierson, J. G. Wood, 
J. W. Murphy, K. F. Stroud, H. A. Ed¬ 
wards, C. E. Jeffrey, C. W. Maples, J. 
W. Barry, W. H. Bales; Dept. 45; L. 
H. Laird, H. C. Pride, B. D. Woodard, 
W. D. Bassinger, J. R. Lemons, J. M. 
Evans, E. L. Haynes Jr., C. C. Young, 
R. L. McLane. 

Dept. 46 : G. E. Skelley, W. P. Barnes, 
Grady Martin Jr., A. H. Beasley, J. I. 
Lockaby, W. E. Hall, G. D. Worrell, 
Wess Holmes, E. O. Webb; Dept. 47: 
Gerald Calk, K. L. Slimp Jr., B. J. 
Fulfer, H. D. Lane, E. Moore, R. D. 
Shipley, W. T. Allen, L. P. Jones, E. 
E. Swinney. D. R. Lane, L. I. Layne Jr., 
R. S. Mercer, J. E. Bonk, A. C. Bailey, 
J. D. Stringfellow, L. R. Herod. 

Dept. 48: W. F. Newton, J. L. Plunk, 

M. E. Brumley, L. D. Hamilton; Dept. 
50: J. C. Cox, W. C. Johnson, J. L. 
Mikeworth, L. L. Rhodes, R. E. Long, 
A. M. Collins, W. L. Campbell, L. H. 
Gatlin, R. G. James, R. B. Jones, R. J. 
Lankston, W F. Weir Jr., H. R. William¬ 
son. 

Dept. 61: M. F. Gossett, L. L. 
Daniels, M. J. Wilson; Dept. 63: C. A. 
Jones, J. E. Brown, W. K. Walker, G. 

L. Ireton, R. L. McGehee, Marvin J. 
Hablinski; Dept. 73: J. H. Baxter, B. 

C. Goff, Max Maloney, L. D. McDonald, 1 

M. H. Almon, A. O. Roebuck, Edgar 
Burgess, J. O. Jones. 

Dept. 74: B*. R. Jeanes; Dept. 75: 
J. M. Baggs, F. G. Utley, W. E. Weber; 
Dept. 76: J. H. Arnold Jr., C. A. Fox, 
W. J. Smith, F. T. Frazier, L. L. Glenn ; 
Dept. 81: G. R. Hardison ; Dept. 82: W. 
C. Israel. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Robert W. Sullivan, Dept. 6-5, wants 
ride to and from 3317 Ave. E, 7 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m. LA-5850. 

H. R. Smith, Dept. 4-4, wants five 
riders vicinity 1400 E. Roberts, third 
shift. LA-5237. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

LYNCH—Son, Mark D., 7 lbs. 9 oz., 
born Oct. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Lynch, Dept. 30. 

MASK—Son, Weldon Lynn, 7 lbs. 12 
oz., born Oct. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. K. L. 
Mask, Dept. 20-2. 

REID—Daughter, Barbara Rose, 8 lbs. 
10 oz., born Oct. 11 to Mr. and Mrs. 
T. L. Reid, Dept. 30. 

STILLWELL—Daughter, Sara Francis, 

7 lbs. 10 oz., born Oct. 14 to Mr. and 
Mrs. G. S. Stillwell, Dept. 30. 

Transfers 

Transferred from San Diego to Fort 
Worth effective Nov. 1: Henry L. Werns- 
ing. Dept. 27. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Convair FW employees promoted to or 
within supervision, professional or ad¬ 
ministrative : 

Dept. 2: To division budget administra¬ 
tor, Budge Lee. 

Dept. 3: To special courses instructor, 

G. L. Marchesseau Jr., A. C. Morris. 
Dept. 4: To field service representa¬ 
tives, H. D. Bishop, Danneil Dial, C. D. 
Due, S. J. Monski, R. K. Paulk, W. D. 
McMahan, N. C. Tietz, J. H. Frye Jr., 
J. P. Jenson; to aerodynamicist, G. D. 
Gillespie; to stress analyst, Uel Stephens 
Jr. ; to project engineer, W. C. Dietz. 

Dept. 7: To assistant superintendent, 

H. J. Lee. 

Dept. 12: To radio operator, W. E. 
Denton; to assistant foreman, R. J. 
Grona, D. V. Kennedy, J. S. Waynick; 
to flight test analyst, R. R. Requa; to 
engineering liaison man, T. Q. Mc- 
Closkey; to foreman, P. M. Coriddi, A. 
D. McCord Jr. ; to flight test engineer, 
R. L. D’Abadie, S. A. Mayfield, J. H. 
Roberts; to statistical analyst, Jack 
Lynn ; to assistant general foreman, Y. 

D. Evans. 

Dept. 14: To assistant foreman, C. E. 
Allen. 

Dept. 22: To assistant foreman, L. B. 
Hunt Jr., J. C. Blanchard, J. S. Med¬ 
ford. 

Dept. 24: To tool research analyst, J. 
P. Crabb. 

Dept. 25: To assistant supervisor, R. 
C. Rudell. 

Dept. 26: To material liaison man, E. 
W. Richter. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, Wal¬ 
ter M. Bennett, G. M. McBride, D. L. 
Peterson; to assistant supervisor, H. J. 
Borgeld; to outside liaison man B, A. E. 
Coston ; to assistant chief of inspection, 
T. E. Hoffman; to supervisor, J. H. 
Sharpe, D. H. Curlee, W. S. Steck. 

Dept. 30: To assistant foreman, F. 
Johnson. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, W. B. 
Cadenhead, R. W. Alley, M. C. Bennett, 
W. B. Eidson, P. W. Renick, C. A. 
Haslett, Jack Henson, R. C. Martin, Leo 
Murphy, R. H. Strickland, D. W. 
Dyches; to foreman, O. J. Adcock Jr., 

E. A. Bogard, J. B. Everheart, L. B. 
Stubbs Jr. ; to general foreman, E. G. 
Henderson. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, C. 
M. Roberson, E. E. Robeson, J. E. 
Carlisle Jr., L. P. Reeves; to forman, 
G. O. Bowling. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, J. R. 
Hubbard, R. D. McElvoy, W. T. Whit¬ 
ley, J. A. Robinson, W. L. Rapp, L. E. 
Pond, J. W. Lifsey, E. L. Johnson, 
R. M. Cushman, J. B. Baze; to fore¬ 
man, S. K. Westbrook, T. W. Porter 
Jr. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, D. C. 
Harlow, H. W. Harrison, A. S. Pesnall, 

B. H. Leach ; to foreman, J. H. Ferrell. 
Dept. 46: To assistant foreman, T. A. 

Dildy; to foreman, E. F. Bruner, L. L. 
Mitchell. 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, H. R. 
Horn, W. H. McBee, H. C. Martin, R. 
J. Mayfield; to foreman, K. W. Arledge. 

Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, N. 
R. Willingham. 

Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, J. T. 
Casler, Eugene Paul, H. W. Ryan, F. 
Tate, W. E. Tate, E. O. Goodgion. 

Dept. 61: To foreman, C. L. Brown¬ 
ing. 

Dept. 73: To assistant foreman, H. T. 
Boswell, W. W. Canada, H. L. Lain 
Jr., R. Willingham, W. F. Clements, C. 

C. Mason. 

Dept. 75: To assistant foreman, B. B. 
Greene; to general foreman, G. W. 
Righter. 

Deaths 

SAN DIEGO 

SCHIDLER—Kenneth, Dept. 633. Died 
Oct. 31. Survivors: wife, son, daughter. 

WOZENCRAFT—Henry Gilbert, Dept. 
25-1. Died Oct. 21. Survivors: wife, two 
| daughters, son, two sisters, three brothers. 


More Skilled 
Men Needed 
For FW Plant 

(Continued from page 1) 

Maintenance carpenters, seismograph 
operators, maintenance mechanics, ex¬ 
perienced sheet metal mechanics, fabri¬ 
cation inspectors, assembly inspectors, 
aircraft assemblers, drop hammer opera¬ 
tors, tool and die makers, tooling in¬ 
spectors, spray painters, upholsterers, 
engine lathe operators, milling machine 
operators, turret lathe operators and jig 
and fixture builders. Men not now em¬ 
ployed at Convair are asked to apply 
for these jobs at Texas Employment 
Commission, 921 Lamar St., Fort Worth, 
or to mail applications to Employment 
Supervisor, Convair, Fort Worth. 

There also is a critical need in these 
office and clerical classifications: 

Industrial engineers, tabulating ma¬ 
chine operators, key punch operators, 
mechanical engineers, contract liaison 
men, aircraft instrumentation engineers, 
flight test analysts, electronics equip¬ 
ment engineers, tool planners, tool de¬ 
signers, tool liaison men, production 
planners with tooling experience, and 
material control personnel. Men not now 
employed at Convair are asked to apply 
at Texas Employment Commission, 900 
Jennings St., Fort Worth, or to mail 
their applications to Employment Super¬ 
visor, Convair, Fort Worth. 

Convair FW employees inter¬ 
ested in applying for jobs of 
higher classifications are first re¬ 
quired to obtain permission from 
their supervisors before reporting 
to Employment section of Indus¬ 
trial Relations department for 
interview. 

Armed forces veterans are re¬ 
quired to present honorable dis¬ 
charge or separation papers for 
all periods of enlistment, as well 
as Social Security cards, at time 
of interview. 

Men in active or inactive re¬ 
serve or National Guard are 
being considered. Men under 20 
who are not veterans must pre¬ 
sent birth certificates. 

Bids Sought on 
Park Projects 

(Continued from page 1) 
creased parking space would be 
provided on the West side of the 
building by removing the salvage 
lumber operation to a spot within 
plant fences north of ware¬ 
house No. 2. 

The triangular shaped addition 
would provide parking for be¬ 
tween 180 and 200 automobiles. 

Also under consideration is a 
proposal for a pedestrian over¬ 
pass from the flight line on east 
side of Grant’s Lane to the west 
side of Grant’s Lane to enable 
employees working on the flight 
line to reach their automobiles in 
parking lot No. 5 without cross¬ 
ing the heavy Grant’s Lane traf¬ 
fic at shift change. 

In addition to these measures 
studies also are being made to 
determine whether parking stalls 
in all parking lots can be rear¬ 
ranged to increase the number of 
cars which the lots will accom¬ 
modate. 


Teachers to Tour 
FW on B-36 Visit 

(Continued from page 1) 
ferences, and question-and-answer 
periods with various company 
officials. 

A special tour, outlining Con- 
vair’s industrial training pro¬ 
gram, has been set up by the 
Education section for those teach¬ 
ers who are particularly interest¬ 
ed in this subject. 

In charge of arrangements for 
the visit is Loyd L. Turner, man¬ 
ager of Public Relations at Con¬ 
vair FW. 


B-36 Base Renamed 
For Late AF Flyer 

Fairfield-Suisun Air Force 
Base (between Sacramento and 
San Francisco, from which B-36s 
of the Strategic Air Command 
operate) has been renamed Travis 
Air Force Base in honor of the 
memory of the late Brig. Gen. 
Robert F. Travis. 

Fairfield-Suisun was the war¬ 
time terminus for Convairways, 
Convair-operated transport serv¬ 
ice that spanned the Pacific, 
carrying military personnel and 
materiel for the armed forces. 


Two hundred and seventy-five 
Convair FW assistant foremen 
and assistant supervisors are now 
attending a series of conferences 
to pick up pointers from their 
colleagues that they can use to 
help all employers build B-3Cs 
better and faster. 

Under direction of the Indus¬ 
trial Relations department’s Edu¬ 
cation section, supervised by J. 
L. Budros, 19 conference sessions 
are now under way. Eventually, 
22 will be conducted simultane¬ 
ously with an approximate par¬ 
ticipation of 400. 

Object of the conferences, ac¬ 
cording to W. F. Woolley, Educa¬ 
tion assistant supervisor directly 
in charge, is to give hundreds of 
comparatively new assistant fore¬ 
men and other supervisors the 
benefit of the “know how”' of 
more experienced supervisors. 

“All this isn’t theory,” says 
Woolley. “It is largely material 
the instructors have picked up 
and are practicing right in our 
own plant.” 

The conferences are the first 
in a series ultimately planned to 
extend throughout all supervision. 

Of the 22 shop supervisors now 
serving as conference leaders, 
W. E. Magnuson, Fabrication 
superintendent, leads the list 
with a score of 15 sessions. In 
addition to shop supervision, in¬ 
structors also come from the 
ranks of virtually every depart¬ 
ment in the plant, since men ex¬ 
perienced in a particular field are 
used as leaders for conference 
discussions of that particular 
field. Thus far, a total of 41 
different leaders have partici¬ 
pated. 

Conference leaders from shop 
departments are: 7, Magnuson, 
L. L. Tuttle, A. N. Ballard; 12-4, 
O. L. Whitaker; 4, E. M. Lizar- 
raras; 81, M. E. Caraway; 31, 
E. C. Costantino, W. W. William¬ 
son, W. R. Wuest; 50, L. H. Allen, 
E. P. Hill; 73, J. E. Massey; 24, 
H. L. Collins, D. C. McDougal Jr.; 
47, R. 0. Whaley, W. H. Govett; 
30, H. R. Montgomery; 76, C. F. 
McClure; 22, R. M. Gallagher, 
W. H. Vinson; 48, A. L. Conrad; 
and 27, H. H. Hart. 

Leaders from other depart- 


Five-Pounder 'Small 
Potato' to FW Pair 

Sweet potato crop around Fort 
Worth is even better than re¬ 
ported in CONVAIRIETY’S last 
issue when notice was taken of 
the five-pound potato grown by 
G. K. Thompson (27-3) and the 
six-pounder dug up by R. E. 
Outlaw (14-2). 

After reading about that R. L. 
Hammons (4-5) was forced to 
take note of the potato produced 
by Mrs. Hammons from sweet 
potato slips which she had stuck 
in the ground in midsummer, and 
which had never been cultivated. 

In the bumper crop was one 
monster which weighed 10% 
pounds when dug from the 
ground, and which still weighed 
eight and one-half pounds after 
it had dried out! 


ments are: 3, Woolley. J. R. Lock, 
R. H. Nall, F. L. Temple, N. I. 
Manley, J. A. Hendry, J. C. 
Moore, F. M. Kuhlman, E. L. 
Magers, A. L. Franzolino, John 
Feuerborn, R. B. Smith, A. L. 
Gross; 2, B. V. Lee; 8, H. Black¬ 
mon, W. E. Emish, W. L. Brad¬ 
ley, C. C. Shafer; 12, J. B. Brock. 


Test Lab Will 
Expand at FW 

(Continued from page 1) 

They will put equipment 
through “dust storms” more furi¬ 
ous than any a B-36 is likely to 
go through if it operated during 
a Sahara desert sandstorm. 

They will put parts through 
salt spray tests more rigorous 
than would be encountered oper¬ 
ating from a landing strip along 
an ocean beach during a heavy 
storm, and through humidity 
tests wetter than Key West in 
a typhoon. 

“The B-36, to do the job it 
might be called upon to perform, 
has to be able to operate through 
all those conditions,” Reade ex¬ 
plained. 

In a “weather machine,” fab¬ 
rics, rubber and other materials 
subject to deterioration from sun 
and rain will be tested. Inside the 
machine, the materials will be 
given two hours of exposure to 
simulated sunlight, then drenched 
with simulated rain, after which 
the sunshine returns. This goes 
on for 24 hours a day—and one 
day of such exposure is equiva¬ 
lent to actual exposure 24 hours 
a day for three months in 
Florida. 

Test lab in its new quarters 
also plans a new and larger 
altitude chamber in which tests 
may be made at a simulated 
altitude of 80,000 feet and at 
a temperature of 100 degrees 
below zero. 

Present equipment simulates 
only 60,000 feet altitude and 75 
degrees below zero. 

New altitude and low tempera¬ 
ture testing facilities were made 
necessary by the accomplish¬ 
ments of the B-36 itself. For 
many years, it has been standard 
practice in the aircraft industry 
to design and test aircraft equip¬ 
ment for operation down to a 
temperature of 65 degrees below 
zero, but B-36 crews flying 40,000 
and 45,000 feet have encountered 
temperatures as low as 100 de¬ 
grees below zero. Some equip¬ 
ment which passed 65 below tem¬ 
perature tests successfully failed 
to operate at 100 below. 

In present quarters at south 
end of the building between the 
assembly building and adminis¬ 
tration building, test lab occupies 
about 17,000 square feet. New 
quarters will provide about 45,000 
square feet on the ground floor, 
with additional floor area avail¬ 
able if a mezzanine is built over 
portions of the area. 

Design of building modifica¬ 
tions is already under way, as is 
the purchase of new equipment. 



TOPS IN CLASS—E. G. Stout, assistant to chief engineer at SD, 
left, presents Institute of Aeronautical Sciences award to Robert L. 
Holt, engineering student, who won honor for best scholastic record 
in his field at Purdue. As a member of Convair's student engineer 
training program Holt is currently gaining practical experience at 
SD plant. Stout is a national vice president of I.A.S. 
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News About Your CRA 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffy, commissioner, ext. 5294. Plant-wide tournament 
now un<Lr way from 7 to 10 p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Strip¬ 
ling Junior High School. Regular play continues at same time. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Monday 
at Rockwood Club House, 18th and Jacksboro Highway. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eld red, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meetings 7:45 p.m. Nov. 
10 and Nov. 17 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 3196. Meeting 7:30 p.m. Nov. 

20 at Fort Worth School of Photography, 104 E. 12th. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
Gxt/ 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 12:20 to 

12:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at em¬ 
ployee service section. _ 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 p.m. 
Nov. 9 and Nov. 23 at Recreation Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Janes, commissioner, ext. 4177. Register at employee service 
section for deer hunting prizes. A pair of 7x50 binoculars to be awarded for 
largest deer, field dressed, shot in Texas. Deer head mounted for deer with most 
points shot in Texas. Duck season Nov 2 - Dec. 17 in Texas. Limit five per day. 
ten in possession. Limit five geese. # _ *. . . 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. No ice skating during 
period Nov. 4 through Dec. 1 due to previous Coliseum commitments. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail" at noon each Thursday in main 50- 
foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Ham radio code class 8-9 
p.m. each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday on 29,500 kilocycles. Em¬ 
ergency network meetings, 7:30 p.m. Nov. 14 and Nov. 16, 29,640 kilocycles. 
Regular meeting 7:30 p.m. Nov. 16 at Y.M.C.A. . 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 
new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contests in calf roping, 
jack pot roping and girls' barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Adult beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Nov. 13 and Nov. 20 at North 
Side Recreation Building. . . 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. F. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until next spring. . 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Plant¬ 
wide singles tournament now in progress. Contact departmental commissioner. 

Water Sports—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 


Archery Session to 
be Held on Nov. 12 

Any Convair SD people inter¬ 
ested in archery but lacking 
equipment were urged to be at 
the target archery range, Sixth 
and Laurel, in Balboa Park at 
9 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 12. 

Commissioner Eddie Generas 
will have six loan sets of bows 
and arrows on hand and indicated 
that the response will determine 
details of handling the loan sets. 
He expects later to hold competi¬ 
tions on a handicap basis, so that 
all archers will have an equal 
chance of winning trophies. 


FW Tennis Season 
Ends With Awards 

Convair FW tennis players 
have stored their racquets with 
the approach of winter after 
crowning their champions for 
another season. 

CRA trophies have been pre¬ 
sented to the winning doubles 
team of Fred Brown and Frank 
Caldarola, with Brown also tak¬ 
ing the singles prize. Roy Harri¬ 
son, Convair’s badminton expert, 
proved his dexterity by winning 
the consolation prize. 


Joint Engineering 
Meet to be Nov. 14 

A joint dinner meeting of the 
American Society of Tool Engi¬ 
neers, American Society for 
Metals and American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers will be 
held Nov. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in cafe¬ 
teria No. 1 at Convair SD with 
technical sessions later in room 
27 of building 19. 


SD Badminton Teams 
Start League Play 

First rounds of fall-winter bad¬ 
minton league play at Convair SD 
took place Oct. 25 with Hoover 
High and Pt. Loma teams in first 
and second place. 

Return of James Williams 
(Planning and Tooling) to active 
competition as top singles player 
for Balboa Park is expected to 
alter the picture in succeeding 
matches which will be held every 
Wednesday night. 


FW Doubles Tourney 
Starts This Week 

A Convair FW men’s doubles 
handicap tournament was sched¬ 
uled to have started last Monday 
(Nov. 6) at W. C. Stripling junior 
high school. 

Play will continue from 7 to 
10 p.m. each Monday and Wed¬ 
nesday until the tournament is 
completed. Regular play will con¬ 
tinue at the same time. 


'Turkey Day' Links 
Sweeps in Mexico 

A ‘"turkey day” golf shoot will 
be held Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 18 and 19 at Agua Caliente 
golf course with a nine-hole 
ringer tournament. Winners will 
receive a dozen turkeys, CRA 
Commissioner Russ Osgood said. 

Osgood said players may com¬ 
pete either Saturday or Sunday 
and competition will be held in 
three different handicap divisions. 




ADVANCING BEGINNERS—Neophytes at square dancing are 
becoming fewer and fewer at Convair SD. Here are last of the 
Mohicans" pictured during regular Thursday evening, session at 
Silverado ballroom. When these "graduate" to advanced group 
which meets Tuesday evenings, CRA is considering closing begin¬ 
ners class. 

SD Square Dancers Wli Gather 

Saturday Night at Janteee 

CRA making up any deficit,” Bis- 
sell continued. “There will be re¬ 
freshments and Pm sure it will 
be a happy evening for everyone, 
so make your plans to attend.” 

Dance programs are being 
printed for distribution at the 
dance. Dress for the evening will 
be boots and levis, prints and ruf¬ 
fles for those who wish, or what¬ 
ever you like. 


A “Square Dance Jamboree” 
will entertain Convair SD square 
dancers Nov. 11 (Saturday) eve¬ 
ning at the Carpenters Hall, 23rd 
and Broadway. 

‘Dancing will start at 8 p.m. 
and last until 11 o’clock,” CRA 
Commissioner Claude Bissell an¬ 
nounced. “We expect to have 10 
or 12 guest callers and each one 
will have his turn.” 

The event is open to all Convair 
SD people, as well as members 
of the Square and Circle Club of 
Jnda Vista. Music will be by 
the AC Ranchhands, well-known 
square dance band. 

‘Admission is $1 a couple, with 


TAKE A BOW—Ed Generas, 
CRA archery commissioner at 
SD, displays collection of bows 
and arrows which CRA will loan 
out to those who lack equip¬ 
ment. Generas hopes this wil 
interest more Convair folk in 
trying out the sport. 


B-36 COVERS 

B-36 air mail covers (illus¬ 
trated in CONVAIRIETY, Oct. 
25) have been received at Em¬ 
ployee Service both at FW and 
SD and a limited number are 
available at 40 cents each. The 
special covers commemorate 
American Air Mail convention 
and are of interest to collectors. 


Badminton Class 


400 COUPLES TO 
DANCE FRIDAY 

An evening of dancing and en¬ 
tertainment is in store for an 
estimated 400 couples who are 
expected to attend the Convair 
FW Engineering department 
“Fall Dance” at North Side Coli¬ 
seum Friday night. 

Engineering couples will dance 
to the music of Ken McGarrity’s 
orchestra from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., 
at the annual Dept. 6 affair. 

L. C. Patton, Dept. 6-4, is chair¬ 
man of the dance committee, as¬ 
sisted by K. O. O’Brien, Herb 
Zinberg and P. R. Hurley, all of 
Dept. 6-4. 


Garden Club at SD 
Joins Flower Show 

Two thousand flower lovers— 
including many from Convair SD 
—attended the chrysanthemum 
carnival held by the San Diego 
Floral Association in the botani¬ 
cal gardens of Balboa Park, Oct. 
21 and 22. 

One of the outstanding displays 
was arranged by the Convair 
garden club under direction of 
Mike Delva, CRA garden club 
commissioner and E. L. Zimmer¬ 
man, club president. Other Con- 
vair employees who contributed 
their time and chrysanthemums 
were E. T. Stewart, Carl Swanson 
and Coleman Wilson. 


Badminton instruction classes 
are being held Monday and Wed¬ 
nesday nights in the Point Loma 
high school girls’ gymnasium at 
SD, according to a recent bulletin 
issued by the Northwest Adult 
high school. Original schedule 
called for classes Monday and 
Thursday nights. Hours remain 
the same, 7:45 to 9:45 p.m. 

“Convair employees interested 
in learning or bettering their bad¬ 
minton game are missing a good 
chance if they do not avail them¬ 
selves of this opportunity,” said 
John Lockwood, CRA badminton 
commissioner. 


HIGHLIGHTED — Marjorie 
Croome (Dept. 406 SD) stands 
out as she models for SD Cam¬ 
era Clubbers, while lensmen hud¬ 
dled around her are in shadow. 


Turkey Prlres Set 
in Handicap Tennis 

Convair SD’s second annual 
handicap tennis tournament will 
be held Nov. 18 and 19 over Mor- 
ley Field courts (North Park), 
CRA Commissioner Jerry Lafave 
announced. Prizes will be tur¬ 
keys. 

Lafave said players will be 
handicapped on the point per 
game system, giving everyone a 
chance. Entries should be in by 
Nov. 17 and play will start at 
10 a.m. sharp. There is no entry 
fee and the event is open to all 
Convair SD players. 


Additional CRA News 
on Sports page 


PRIZE BAG — R. D. Jones, 
CRA hunting and fishing com¬ 
missioner at Convair FW, holds 
turkey like one to be awarded 
top marksman at CRA Thanks¬ 
giving turkey shoot Nov. 18 at 
Fort Worth rifle and pistol range. 
Second place winner will receive 
a duck, and third prize will be 
chicken. Entrants may register 
for shoot at Employee Services. 


Swing Shift Bowling 
Under Way at SD 

First regular swing shift bowl¬ 
ing sessions since war days are 
under way at Convair SD. 

Commissioner Mike Brooks re¬ 
ported that 20 showed up at 11 
a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 31, at Tower 
Bowl and he expects the group 
to grow until there are enough 
teams to form a league. Mean¬ 
while, Brooks is organizing play 
and helping with instruction. He 
urged any and all bowlers inter¬ 
ested to show up any Tuesday. 


MUCH CLICKING—Camera bugs at SD are taking to new 
class lesson series like ducks to water. They meet every Monday 
evening, at 7:30 in room 27, building 19. Lensmen are shown 
here firing away at model Issabel Robbins (Dept. 375). 
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22-Day Tour 


First Airplane 
Ride Carries 


SDer Abroad 


FLIGHT LINE MASCOTS—W. O. Richardson, Dept. 61, shows 
two of six pups born behind Convair FW flight line. 


For a first ride in an airplane, 
Mrs. E. D. LaBarre of Dept. 250 
SD, took a fair-sized trip. She 
flew to Europe! 

Leaving San Diego Sept. 24 in 
a party of 18 going abroad for 
Holy Year, she visited Ireland, 
England, France, Italy and Portu¬ 
gal and was home Oct. 16. It 
was her first trip east of Chicago. 

High points of the trip included 
kissing the blarney stone at 
Blarney Castle; worshipping at 
Lourdes in company with thou¬ 
sands of other pilgrims; and two 
audiences with the Pope. 

“Ireland is greener than you 
can imagine. . . . The children 
there seem more serious than 
ours, they don't play ‘cops and 
robbers.' . . . Where we were 
there was no evidence of food 
shortages, for the dinner tables 
were loaded with food . . . sheets 
and pillow cases are all pure 
linen. . . . Thank goodness, we 
brought along our own coffee! 

. . . At Nice in southern France 


Successful Mother 

Pups Bom by B-36 Blast Shield 
All Find Happy Convair Homes 


Suzie, a brown-and-white 
mongrel dog, looked all over 
the Carswell and Convair gov¬ 
ernment reservations at Fort 
Worth for a safe place for a 
litter of pups about to be born. 

The spot she picked—beneath 
the air blast shields behind the 
Convair FW flight line—offer¬ 
ed as little shelter, probably, as 
any spot to be found. 

But—and Suzie's mother in¬ 
stinct may have told her this— 
she put the pups right beside 
as friendly a bunch of field and 
service mechanics as you'd ever 
hope to find. 

The six pups showed up one 
morning in the hole which 
Suzie dug in the ground by the 
blast shield. Kind-hearted 
flight line workers at lunch 
time went out to take food to 
Suzie . . . and the next day 
there appeared beside her hole 
a crude, but effective, home for 
Suzie and the pups. 

It was a packing crate into 
which had been stuffed shred¬ 
ded paper to make a warm nest 
for the squirming pile of black- 
and-white mongrels. 


in Grand Central Station graced 
Convair SD this week as 90 per 
cent of the Inspection department 
—about 600 persons—donned caps 
of distinction. 

“The caps have been issued on 
a purely cooperative basis and 
wearing them is not mandatory," 
G. A. Covington, chief of Inspec¬ 
tion, said. “However, the volun¬ 
tary response has been excellent 
and we hope they will be gener¬ 
ally accepted, so that our inspec¬ 
tors will be more easily identified 
throughout the plant. This makes 


English Executives 
Study B-36 at FW 

Four executives of the English 
firm now flight testing Britain's 
famous Canberra twin jet bomber 
were scheduled to check into Con¬ 
vair FW B-36 production today, 
Nov. 8. 

The quartet, from English 
Electric Co., Ltd., is made up of 
H. Instone, G. Chadwick, P. V. 
Coonan, and R. N. Hollock. Their 
visit in the United States is being 
coordinated by W. F. Spur, of the 
British Joint Services Mission, 
Washington, D. C. 


Every day at lunch, dozens 
of Dept. 61 men fed Suzie from 
their lunches. If she didn't eat 
it all, it was only because there 
was too much for one little 
black and white dog. 

But she was eating enough. 
The pups showed that. They 
grew fatter and fatter. 

Among the most faithful at 
feeding Suzie and taking care 
of the pups were W. O. 
Richardson and J. W. Hennes- 
seey. 

One day there were only five 
pups. The next day only four. 

“The boys started taking 
them home to their young¬ 
sters,” explained Richardson. 
“Nothing makes a better pet 
for a boy than a plain ‘jes 
dog.'” Hennesseey agreed: 
“That’s right. I took one my¬ 
self. “He's got a row of spots 
right around the mouth. So we 
named him Rivets. We're still 
feeding him out of a bottle." 

A short time later, all Suzie's 
pups were gone. They all had 
good homes with Convair fami¬ 
lies. Maybe Suzie knew it all 
along. 


it easier on shop personnel and 
all who deal with us." 

Covington said the caps have 
been issued, without charge, to 
virtually all of Inspection except 
for office personnel. 



RED TOP—Caps were In style 
at SD this month for members of 
Inspection. Inspector R. B. Ran- 
dazzo is shown fitting chic bon¬ 
net for Pearl Jones, also Dept. 
27 SD. 



TRAVELER—Elizabeth La Barre 
(Dept. 250 SD), recently returned 
from trip to Europe. With Con¬ 
vair six years, this is her first trip 
so far away from home. 

they wash the streets twice daily 
and they are spotless; the people 
take a three-hour siesta in the 
middle of the day. . . . Lisbon, 
Portugal, reminded me of San 
Diego, colorful and with red tile 
roofs. The women walk grace¬ 
fully with market baskets on 
their heads and they do their 
washing in creeks and don't seem 
to have clothes lines but drape 
the wash on bushes. . . . 

“Lourdes was an impressive 
sight, 50,000 pilgrims, among 
them about 500 bed-ridden pa¬ 
tients seeking to be healed by the 
wonderful waters. 

“I saw the Pope first at his 
summer home, Castle Gondolfo, 
outside of Rome where His Holi¬ 
ness appeared on a balcony and 
spoke to the throngs that gather¬ 
ed below from many nations. He 
spoke first to visitors from one 
country and then to another, each 
time in their own tongue. . . . 

“The second time I saw the 
Pope was when he passed within 
a few feet of me at St. Peter's 
in Rome. ..." 


Death Takes Two 
Convair SD Men 

Death took two Convair SD 
men late last month, Henry G. 
Wozencraft, Dept. 25-1, died Oct. 
21. Born in Texas he came to San 
Diego six years ago. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife, Mrs. Rachel 
Wozencraft; two daughters, Mrs. 
Mildred Canfil and Mrs. Norma 
L. Hollinshead; a son, John 
Wozencraft; two sisters and three 
brothers. 

Kenneth Schidler, Dept. 633, 
passed away Oct. 31. He was 
born in Indiana and had been 
with Convair three years. Sur¬ 
vivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Helene Schidler; a son, Michael 
and a daughter, Janet. 


Inspection at SD Dons Red Caps, 
Becoming 'Men of Distinction' 


More “red caps" than there are 


New SD Firetruck Smothers 
Blazes in Artificial Blizzard 


(Picture on pag,e I) 

Firemen at Convair SD this 
week were learning the ropes of 
a new and spectacularly effective 
fire truck designed to spell quick 
death to airplane blazes. 

The ten wheel truck, weighing 
fully equipped more than 23 tons, 
was turned over to Convair SD 
by the Air Force to increase 
safety on the B-36 line. It is 
known as a “Cardox Unit," so 
named because it sprays carbon- 
dioxide. This is the first such 
truck assigned to Convair SD, 
though FW has had them for 
some time and recently acquired 
its third. 

“The 6,000 gallon tank holds 
carbon-dioxide in liquid form, 
under 300 pounds pressure," SD 
Fire Chief H. C. Lyter explained. 
“Inside the tank the temperature 
is about zero Fahrenheit all the 
time, but when the C02 comes 
out under pressure the tempera¬ 
ture drops to 110 degrees below!" 

When sprayed on a fire, the 
C02 looks like a shower of snow. 
Its effect on fires is to smother 
by cutting off the oxygen supply. 

FW Fire Chief C. H. Jones has 
been at Convair SD recently to 
help train SD personnel in oper¬ 
ating the new unit and to give 
counsel on how best to protect 
B-36s. 

The new truck is equipped with 
a large boom mechanically oper¬ 
ated from the driver’s seat which 
can be moved at will to spray a 
hot spot. It is operated by means 
of a “pistol grip" arrangement 
on the dashboard. Other smaller 
booms are located at strategic 
points on the truck to permit a 
“mass attack." In addition, the 
truck is equipped with liquid 
foam lines which supplement the 
“snow storm" created by the C02. 
With all nozzles spouting, the 
truck can keep it up for 70 sec¬ 
onds before its “ammunition" is 
exhausted. Rarely, however, 
would the truck need to make 
such an all-out attack and when 
properly used the C02 will last 
for a much longer period of fire 
fighting. 



TWO CHIEFS —FW Fire 
Chief C. H. Jones (left) was on 
hand at SD recently to indoc¬ 
trinate firemen in use of fire 
truck new to SD but in use at 
FW for some time. At wheel is 
SD Chief H. C. Lyter. Jones has 
hands on "pistol grips" that op¬ 
erate booms which shower C02 
on blazes. 



“Instead of begrudging me a 
present like this, you should be 
thankful I'm making next year's 
new coat do for this year!” 



FIRST PROP—Shown being positioned here is first Aeroproducts 
propeller for installation on Convair-Turboliner at SD. Attached 
to 2,750-hp Allison 501 turboprop engine, four-blade steel propeller 
is 131/2 f ee t in diameter. Full feathering reversible prop is built by 
General Motors' Aeroproducts division at Dayton, O., and has 
self-contained hydraulic unit and electro-mechanical control system. 
Nacelle access door, which contains forward part of air-intake duct, 
is shown in open position. Turboliner, being built for General 
Motors, is scheduled to make first fligjit this year. 
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XC-99 Continues to Break Own Records With Feats of Cargo Carrying 



CREW AND CARGO—Fresh from spectacular record-breaking flights, here Is world's biggest operational airplane, carried more than 100,000 pounds of freight 

.nvair-built XC-99 at Kelly Air Force Base, San Antonio, Tex. The sky giant, farther, faster and higher than any other aircraft. Photo shows crew and cargo. 



UNLOADING—Photos at left and right show how cargo is unloaded from 
giant XC-99 from capacious hold. To handle such freight as this, XC-99 has four 
self-propelled hoists on overhead tracks. They can lift 10,000 pounds of freight 


at once onto either of plane's two cargo decks. Center picture shows how XC-99 
dwarfs other "big"planes. In background are a B-29 and a C-97. The latter is 
the Air Force's second largest cargo plane.—Air Force photos._ 


Convair Gives Counsel 
in XC-99 Test Project 


The Air Force’s Convair-built 
XC-99 cargo-transport, with no 
more world cargo records to 
break except her own, is doing 
just that in the current evalua¬ 
tion program now being conduct¬ 
ed from Kelly Air Force Base, 
San Antonio, Tex. 

First off, the world’s largest 
land-based airplane shattered all 
21 of the unofficial world records 
which it had made shortly before 
in hauling approximately 100,000 
pounds of cargo from Convair 
SD to Kelly prior to start of the 
official cargo hauling test pro¬ 
gram. 

The new records were an¬ 
nounced by Maj. Gen. Clements 
McMullen, commanding general 
of San Antonio Air Materiel 
Area, as Col. T. W. Tucker and 
his crew of specialists continued 
to haul more cargo in less time 
than any other airplane in his¬ 
tory. 

The 21 unofficial world records 
originally were established by the 
XC-99 in July when it flew a 
total of approximately 100,000 
pounds of cargo from Convair SD 
to Kelly. 

Those records were broken 
id new ones established in 
jctober by hauling forty-two 
2,300-pound airplane engines 
and other cargo in a mission 
which began and ended at 
Kelly, with stops at Geiger 
AFB, Spokane, Wash.; McCord 
AFB, Tacoma; and McClellan 
AFB, Sacramento, Calif. 

On the second mission of the 
current program, it flew 127,500 
ton-miles on a mission from Kelly 
AFB to Hill AFB, Ogden, Utah, 
to McClellan and return to Kelly. 



“One nice thing about owning 
a dog like this is you don’t have 
to buy a leash.” 


Third mission, scheduled to 
have been completed last week, 
was to be transport of a load of 
high priority cargo on a trans¬ 
continental hop from McClellan 
to Turner AFB, Albany, Ga. 

To lend all possible Convair 
know how to the Air Force 
crew flying the cargo missions, 
Convair sent Phil Prophett, 
veteran XC-99 and B-36 test 
pilot, to Kelly last week to give 
the AF crew the benefit of all 
Convair experience with the 
airplane. 

Also lending Convair assistance 
is Ken Smith, Convair FW Serv¬ 
ice representative permanently 
assigned to the project, who is 
making each flight. 

Clippings sent by Smith back 
to Convair FW show that the 
XC-99 is making the front pages 
of newspapers not only in cities 
where it lands, but also in those 
over which it flies, including Salt 
Lake City, Sacramento, Ogden 
and others. 

Purpose of the project—over 
and above the hauling of high 
priority cargo—is to show what 
the XC-99 can do, on a regular 
basis, in comparison with the 
many smaller cargo planes which 
would be required to carry the 
same loads. 

The unofficial world records es¬ 
tablished by the XC-99 in July 
and broken again in October in¬ 
clude 14 in which the airplane 
flew at the highest speeds of anj 
land plane over various closed 
circuit courses up to 1,240 miles 
while carrying cargo loads up to 
99,000 pounds. 

Six of the records are foi 
carrying up to 99,000 pounds of 
cargo to various altitudes. 
Twenty-first is for taking heav¬ 
iest payload to an altitude of 
6,600 feet. 

Takeoff gross weight on some 
flights has been more than 
300,000 pounds. Plans call for 
modification of landing gear to 
permit takeoffs at even greater 
gross weights. 


A job at Convair is a job in national 
defense and therefore a public trust. 
What you hear here keep to yourself. 



PILOT —Col. T. W. Tucker, 
veteran of 30 months in Pacific 
during war, piloted XC-99 on 
record flights. He is graduate of 
Ohio State and won wings at 
Randolph Field. 


National Magazines 
Accept SD Writers 

At least four Convair writers 
hit individual jackpots recently 
when national magazines accept¬ 
ed their leisure time efforts. 

J. T. McNaney, SD engineer¬ 
ing designer, placed an article on 
“Automatic Ground Controlled 
Approach” for aircraft with 
“Electronics” magazine while 
Seth Gunthorp, another SD engi¬ 
neer, produced an article on ad¬ 
hesives for “Product Engineer¬ 
ing.” Meanwhile, Bill Chana of 
Dept. 27 SD recently placed an 
article in “Skyways,” while Jean 
Goggans of CONVAIRIETY FW 
staff had an article on FW 
square dancing publishpd H the 
October issue of Industrial Sports 
Journal. 


SD Cashier’s Office 
Open on Saturdays 

Effective Oct. 28, the cashier’s 
office in building 16 at Convair 
SD went on a six-day week to 
provide additional pay check dis¬ 
tribution service. The office is 
open 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. daily, Mondays through 
Saturdays, J. P. Welle, SD divi¬ 
sion controller, said. 


New First Aid Stations Set up to Serve 
Convair SD as Payroll Continues Climb 


Expanded first aid facilities 
have accompanied increasing em¬ 
ployment at Convair SD with the 
addition of one, and ultimately 
several more new field stations. 

Latest to open was a station in 
building 4 to assist employees in 
that area and along the B-36 line. 
Expected to open soon is a sta¬ 
tion in the hangar building at the 
seaplane ramp. The building 4 
station—like the one in building 
5 which has been in operation for 
some time—is manned by a nurse. 
The stations are equipped to give 


Convair of Swissair 
Makes Fast Flight 

A Swissair Convair-Liner clip¬ 
ped a half hour off regular sched¬ 
ule time recently by flying from 
London to Zurich, Switzerland, in 
one hour, 46 minutes. The regu¬ 
lar time varies from two hours, 
15 minutes by Convair to three 
hours, 10 minutes with other two- 
engine passenger planes. 

Another Swissair Convair re¬ 
cently established a similar rec¬ 
ord by flying from London to 
Geneva in one hour, 42 minutes. 


first aid and treat minor injuries. 
Cases requiring further attention 
are brought to the dispensary for 
Dr. F. M. Amaral. The building 
4 station is manned on both first 
and second shifts. 

Meanwhile, with SD employ¬ 
ment topping 13,000, dispensary 
and field stations are visited by 
more than 2,000 persons a week. 
Many are new hires for physical 
examinations or others visiting 
for rechecks. About 1,200 weekly 
are for treatment or diagnosis. 

Assisting in conducting physi¬ 
cals on new hires is Dr. W. G. 
Riddell, who joined the company 
recently. He is a former Royal 
Canadian Air Force flight sur¬ 
geon. 




FLYAWAY—Garuda Indonesian Airways' eighth Convair-Liner 
is pictured above clouds during one of last flights at San Diego 
before leaving for other side of world. This is last of current order 
for Garuda. 
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TEAMWORK—These five Convair FW men, each born in a 
different country, made a United Nations Day feature for Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram. Left to right: R. H. Nall, of Industrial 
Relations, born in London; Fred Klein, of Engineering, born in 
Vienna, Austria; Le Roy Jarl, of Employee Services, born in United 
States (Texas); Finn Wahl, of Machine Shop, born in Norway; and 
H. G. Starkey, of Tooling, born in Canada. 

United Nations Day Brings Attention to 
Foreign Born Americans of Convair FW 


When a Fort Worth Star-Tele¬ 
gram reporter was assigned to 
come up with a local feature 
story Oct. 24 to serve as a side¬ 
light to the world-wide observ¬ 
ance of United Nations Day, he 
naturally thought of the team¬ 
work which United Nations is at¬ 
tempting to achieve. 

And when the reporter, Ira 
Cain, thought of teamwork, he 
thought of Convair, where thou¬ 
sands of employees born in the 
United States and in many other 
countries exemplify teamwork in 
their concerted efforts to produce 



UNITED—Doris Clark, secre¬ 
tary to supervisor of Accounting 
and Materials at Convair Dain- 
gerfield, shown cutting cake on 
day she became bride of Samuel 
L. Willis of Daingerfield. Couple 
married Oct. 16 and honey¬ 
mooned in Mexico. 


one of the nation’s top weapons 
against aggression: the B-36. 

Result was that the five Con¬ 
vair FW employees from five dif¬ 
ferent nations—United States, 
England, Austria, Norway and 
Canada—found their likenesses 
on page 1 of the Star-Telegram 
on United Nations Day as an ex¬ 
ample of the kind of teamwork 
needed in the UN. 

The four foreign-born members 
of the quintet were typical of 
dozens at Convair FW: all have 
since become naturalized Ameri¬ 
can citizens. 

In addition to the countries 
named, employees at Convair FW 
also came from China, the Philip¬ 
pines, Mexico, Nicauragua, Eire, 
Belgium, Germany, Russia, 
Slovakia, Spain, Italy, Hungary, 
Denmark, Sweden, Poland, and 
Australia. 


Maintenance Men 
Help Fight Fire 

Eight Convair FW Dept. 25 
workers were credited with 
saving most of the furniture 
from a burning house on Lake 
Worth, Oct. 25. 

The Convair employees were 
doing maintenance work for 
Convair on water and sewer 
lines when they noticed the 
roof of A. L. Daves’ house 
ablaze. They rushed into the 
house and removed all the fur¬ 
niture possible before the struc¬ 
ture was completely destroyed. 

The eight included: C. Bluitt, 
E. Hall, S. Calvin, W. Lee, 
H. L. Moody, B. E. Thomas, 
J. W. Wallace and Roy Nor¬ 
man, all of 25-3. 



GOING AWAY GIFT—Eight Convair FW friends of Juanita 
Dickey (seated, left) gathered to wish her good luck when she 
terminated recently after two years as secretary to L. L. Turner, 
FW manager of Public Relations. Admiring gift of jewelry are, left 
to right, Mary Ann Hudson, Dept. 8; Sara Jackson, Dept. 7; Mary 
Powers, Dept. 4; Virginia Brock, Dept. 2; Gladys Stepp, Dept. 11; 
Helen Mills, Dept. 2; Mary Pennington, Dept. 8. Seated beside 
Juanita is Virginia Cox, Dept. 8. 


Despite Breakdown , 
Dog Gets to Show 

When his car broke down at 
Temecula, Oct. 22, en route to 
a dog show at Hemet, Robert 
Hunter (Dept. 401 SD) was 
undaunted. He hitchhiked the 
rest of the way (28 miles) 
which is no mean task con¬ 
sidering his burden (45 pounds 
of English bulldog) ! He reach¬ 
ed Hemet just in time to enter 
show ring and win a blue. 


FW Bowling 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 


Team W L 

Trouble Shooters . 23 9 

Jetomics . 23 9 

Jug Heads . 20 12 

Hard Heads . 19 13 

Z-ions .-. 19 13 

Abra Cadabras . 18 14 

Atomizers . 17 15 

Wemist .. 16 16 

Friendly Five . 15 17 

Po Sloices . 15 17 

Drag Counts . 14 18 

Wing Dings . 13 19 

Framers . 12 20 

Hecklers.. 11 21 

Honey Pots .—...... 11 21 

Hedge Hoppers . 10 22 



NO DAISY CHAIN—Volleyball is no pink tea sport, but neithe 
does it require marathon endurance, these Convair SD peop t 
claim. They meet Wednesday evenings at Balboa Park and appear 
to have a lot of fun. 


SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Rexair Kings . 

. 28 

4 

Machine Shop .. 

. 23 

9 

Buggy Wheelers .-. 

. 21 

11 

Jobes Grocery and Market. 

. 20 

12 

American Legion No. 606. 

. 19 

13 

Barney’s Cafe . 

. 19 

13 

All-Eventers . 

. 17 

15 

Rio's Custom Tailors . 

. 16 

16 

Tooling Huskies . 

. 15 

17 

Five Sprvts . .-. 

14 

18 

Jet Pods . 

. 14 

18 

B & F Garage ....— 

. 13 

19 

Conversion . 

. 11 

21 

Hot Rods . 

. 11 

21 

Smitty’s Crew ... 

. 11 

21 

Convair No. 73.—. 

. 4 

28 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Baskin ... 

. 21 

11 

Veal . 

. 22 

10 

Louis Daiches Jewelers . 

. 18 

14 

Southwest Trophy —.. 

. 17 

15 

Bill Harris Insurance . 

. 17 

15 

Bob Fulghum .-. 

. 13 

19 

Klabunde . 

. 10 

22 

Henderson . 

. 10 

22 

675 LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Majestic Reproduction ... 

. 20 

8 

Writers ...... 

. 18 

10 

Industrial Engineering ...... 

. 16 

12 

Wood Mill . 

. 13 

15 

Accounting . 

13 

15 

Contracts ._... 

13 

15 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 

, 11 

17 

Tooling .. 

. 8 

20 


A Strike Called 


SECOND SHIFT MIXED LEAGUE 
Team W 

Team Six . 3 

Team One .... 3 

Team Eleven . 3 

Team Nine . 3 

Team Eight . 3 

Team Three .-. 3 

Team Five . 1 

Team Two . 1 

Team Twelve ..—. 1 

Team Ten . 1 

Team Seven . 1 

Team Four . 1 


MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 
Team W L 

Optimists . 11 4 

Two-Some . 11 4 

Seven-Ten .-. 11 4 

Buckeye . 8 7 

Alley Cats . 7 8 

Lucky Strikes . 7 8 

Mr. and Mrs. .-. 7 8 

Super Poopers . 6 9 

Jay Hawkers . 5 10 

Hot Rods . 4 11 


SD Wives' Ultimatum Achieves 
Equality in Volleyball Play 


Though the uninitiated may 
vaguely class volleyball some¬ 
where between May pole dancing 
and drop the handkerchief, such 
an inference draws a violent re¬ 
action from one Convair SD 
group. 

“Maybe pudgy businessmen 
play it, too, but that doesn’t mean 
it isn’t a fine game of team tac¬ 
tics and skill. It also has the im¬ 
portant feature of ‘wife participa¬ 
tion,’ ” C. H. (Bud) Wescott 
(Dept. 6 SD) maintained and it 
is difficult to resist his enthu¬ 
siasm. 

The Wescott family (for Mrs. 
W. is as interested as her spouse) 
is one of more than a score of 
Convair family groups taking 
part in one of SD’s fastest grow¬ 
ing CRA activities. They meet 
every Wednesday evening at Bal¬ 
boa Park where four courts have 
been reserved for their use from 
7 p.m. to 10. 

“Most of our players picked up 
the game during the war—it was 
a popular sport in both Army and 
Navy—and now that age and do¬ 
mesticity make such sports as 
basketball a bit too strenuous, 
volleyball offers the ideal an¬ 
swer,” Wescott continued. 

Such players as Don Crayton 
(Dept. 401), Crawford Truex, 
Bob Peterson and Ed Benson 


Precocious 


'Pup' Overwhelms All Comers 
to Take Title of Champion 


At an age when most dogs 
are scarcely out of the puppy 
biscuit class, young (22 
months) Jory of Edgetowne, 
CD, is a champion. 

Owned and shown by Mrs. 
Fred Ford, whose husband is 
in Contracts at SD, the dog has 
had a spectacular career since 
his first show some five months 
ago. Taking on all comers 
among German shepherds in 
shows from San Diego to Los 
Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ven¬ 
tura and Fresno, Jory has piled 
up far more than the 15 points 
requisite for the title of cham¬ 
pion. Some dog men even go 
so far as to state he is the best 
of his breed in the nation. (The 
Fords, incidentally, have re¬ 
fused $5,000 for the dog!) 

Although Jory has not al¬ 
ways placed first, he subse¬ 
quently has beaten every dog 
that ever was ranked ahead of 
him. He has won three “best 
of breed” awards and each time 
the victory was over no less 
than two champions and in one 
show it was over six! In a re¬ 
cent San Diego show he topped 
144 others of his breed. 

Although Jory’s exploits have 
been in the “conformation” 
competition, he also is an obedi¬ 
ence trained dog and qualifies 


for the CD degree, meaning 
“companion dog.” (Another 
Ford dog, Gregory of Edge¬ 
towne, has gone considerably 
farther in the obedience cate¬ 
gory, CONVAIRIETY, Aug. 3, 
1949.) 

“Mrs. Ford plans to keep on 
showing the dog in southern 
California, but what we would 
really like to do is put him up 
against the country’s best at 
the Morris and Essex show 
next spring in New Jersey,” 
Ford added. 


(Dept. 6) are charter members 
of the group that started meeting 
week-ends at Mission Beach, 
playing with a ball contributed 
by CRA. From there they gradu¬ 
ated to Balboa Park with a regu¬ 
lar Wednesday night schedule. 

“At first the men formed teams 
and let the wives play among 
themselves. However, a few 



FLYING — One Convair SD 
player gets his exercise in air as 
he leaps for target at volleyball 
session in Balboa Park. 

weeks ago the wives served an 
ultimatum: either the men took 
them into full participation and 
taught them some of the finer 
points of the game, or they would 
quit and break up the playhouse! 

“We don’t want to just bat the 
ball back and forth,” they pro¬ 
tested. 

So, now it’s a different story. 
The men play one match game 
among themselves and the rest of 
the games are mixed, with the 
wives participating equally. 

“One thing we stress is that 
the .kids are welcome, too,” Wes¬ 
cott explained. “A number o. 
couples bring their youngsters, 
even two and three-year-olds, and 
they take care of themselves off 
in a corner of the building, bat¬ 
ting each other harmlessly over 
the head with their toys!” 



JORY AND "HARDWARE"—A champion at less than two 
years, this is Jory of Edgetowne, German Shepherd owned and 
shown by Mrs. Fred Ford of SD. 
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FW Basketball 
Teams Drill 
For Loop Play 

Basketball practice sessions are 
now under way for Convair FW 
intra-plant and city league teams 
in preparation for opening of the 
season Dec. 11. 

Intra-plant teams are working 
out at W. C. Stripling junior high 
school gymnasium, while city 
teams are practicing at the City 
Recreation Hall. 

Six teams will make up the 
first shift intra-plant league, 
while two others will represent 
Convair in city leagues. 

Plans are under discussion for 
a Convair women’s team, and sec¬ 
ond and third shift leagues. 

Departments and their man¬ 
agers entered in intra-plant play 
include Dept. 6, F. W. Heilenday; 
Depts. 30 and 31, Hubert Good- 
speed; Dept. 50, J. D. Peacock; 
Dept. 47, B. D. Wright; Depts. 
44 and 45, Ernest Jackson; Dept. 
14-2, J. T. Davidson. 

A team managed by the basket¬ 
ball commissioner, Ed Tucknies 
Dept. 44, will participate in the 
Fort Worth major league, and 
another directed by R. S. Steld- 
ing, Dept. 82, will enter the Com¬ 
mercial league. 

Players not yet signed up with 
a team may contact any of the 
intra-plant managers. Women in¬ 
terested in forming a team may 
contact Wayne Moss, Dept. 81. 

A board of three Convair men 
has been designated to settle dis¬ 
putes not covered in City league 
rules. They are Polly Wise and 
Roy Jarl, both Dept. 3, and Tuck¬ 
nies. 


Paddle Champions 
Vie for SD Crown 

Singles eliminations to deter¬ 
mine the Convair SD table tennis 
champion will begin Monday, 
Nov. 13 at CRA clubhouse at 7 
p.m., and continue nightly 
through the week, CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Bob Saley announced. 

“Virtually all of our depart¬ 
ment champions have been named 
now and pairings will be posted 
on bulletin boards,” Saley said. 
He indicated that the doubles 
eliminations will follow the 
crowning of a singles champion. 



CONVAIR FW KING PINS—Leading the five Convair FW 
men's bowling leagues last week at press time were these first 
and second place holders shown about to be on receiving end 
of a well-thrown strike. Back row, left to right: Paul Johnson, 
second, Convair Classic League; Johnny Harpstrite, first, second 
shift league; H. C. Hagerman, first, 740 League; E. L. Wilson, 


second, 675 League. Third row, left to right: B. F. Hargrove, 
second, 740 League; Al Wenzel, second, second shift league; 
Johnny Owens, first, engineering league. Second row, left to 
right: H. H. Walker, first, 675 League; R. C. Hakes, second, 
engineering league. In front, J. T. Rudis, first, Convair Classic 
League. 



Bales Bests 
65 Golfers to 
Win FW Title 

R. F. Bales, Convair FW Dept. 
25, swept by 65 golfers to win 
the CRA 72-hole medal tourna¬ 
ment which ended Oct. 22 at Z. 
Boaz course. Bales scored a net 
total of 268, one stroke lower 
than George Young, Dept. 44. 

Tied for third were Al Madsen, 
Dept. 6, and Chester Harrison, 
Dept. 12, with 270s. 

Others who shared the CRA 
prizes were: J. P. Schoonover, 
Dept. 81, 274; O. L. Davidson, 
Dept. 24, 275; H. G. Ray, Air 
Force, 276; Cecil Wilson, Dept. 
24, 277; J. M. Cudd, Dept. 24; 
H. T. Barr, Dept. 25, and W. O. 
Sunafrank, Dept. 24, all 278; D. 
C. McDougal, Dept. 24, 279; W. 
W. Hill, G. R. Rawdon, Dale 
Thelen, Dept. 6, all 281; John 
Keller, Dept. 6, 283. 


FORTY-SEVEN POUNDER— 
L. M. Yoakum, Convair FW 
Dept. 27-9, wanted to prove to 
fellow workers that he knew 
where to find big ones. So he 
brought this 47 - pound yellow 
catfish to FW plant in a tub of 
water! Yoakum caught whopper 
Oct. 23 in Eagle Mountain Lake 
on trot line. 


Jensen Scores Best 
in SD Pistol Shoot 

With 26 competitors in the 
monthly SD Pistol Club shoot, 
H. L. Jensen (Dept. 403) took 
class A honors over the police 
course while Will Dittmann 
(Dept. 6) was winning class A in 
center fire rapid fire. 

Over the police course Commis¬ 
sioner Ash Bishop (Dept. 401) 
took second and Dittmann third 
in class A, while Clark Kerr 
(Dept. 6), Jim Halfacre (Dept. 
235) and Ralph Castaneda (Dept. 
6) were placing one, two, three 
in class B. In class C, Mrs. Chet 
Shepphard (Dept. 4) was first, 
Gerald Marcello (Dept. 31) sec¬ 
ond, and Earl Witman (Dept. 
403) third. 

For center fire, Bishop was 
first in class B while Marcello 
was tops in class C. 



San Diego Hunters Bag Elk, Deer, Trout 
on Vacation Pack Trip in Colorado 


If three Convair SD hunters 
moved with “cow-poke shuffles” 
recently, they had ample reason. 
Twenty-five miles a day in a sad¬ 
dle will create that sort of thing. 

However, for SD Division Man¬ 
ager K. F. Leaman, Production 
Control Chief Roy Coykendall and 
Maj. Stephen P. Dillon, head of 
the Air Force office at SD, it was 
well worth it. They returned late 
last month from Durango, Colo., 
with three elk and three deer. 

“We drove to Hermosa Cliffs 
ranch 25 miles north of Durango 
in time for opening of the season 
Oct. 16,” Coykendall reported. 
“From there we packed in about 
six miles and spent four days 
hunting from our camp.” 

Leaman dropped the first elk 
with a fine shot at about 100 
yards. Dillon got his four-pointer 
while hunting alone and perform¬ 
ed the difficult task of dressing 
the bull single-handed. 

It was their first trip together 
after elk, though Leaman and 
Coykendall had hunted in the Du¬ 
rango area for deer in the past. 
The elk all weighed about 750 
pounds “on the hoof” and dressed 
out at around 350 pounds each 
while the deer dressed to around 
130 pounds. 


HOOP WORKOUTS 

Convair SD basketball players 
answered the “first call” last 
week for workouts preparatory 
to the coming city league play, 
which starts with a pre-season 
tournament, Dec. 4. Workouts 
will be held regularly at the main 
gym, Balboa Park. 


The trio brought most of the 
meat back with them for storage. 

Elk and venison wasn’t the 
only game they brought back, 
however. Also now in cold stor¬ 
age are strings of rainbow trout. 

“The natives said ‘fishing 
wasn’t very good’ but we were 
getting all we wanted in an hour 
or two!” Coykendall added. 


Robinson Tops All 
in Archery Shoot 

Eddie Robinson (Dept. 365 SD) 
proved himself Convair SD’s top 
archer Oct. 22, when he led all 
marksmen in the quarterly shoot 
by a comfortable margin. Scor¬ 
ing a 244 total over the field 
course, his next rival was Harold 
Hasenbeck (Dept. 6) at 191. 

Eddie Generas (Dept. 22) CRA 
archery commissioner, was third 
with 157 while Tom Shulze (Dept. 
22) was fourth at 127, and Knutt 
Fredricks (Dept. 243) fifth at 
101 . 

About 15 competed. The win¬ 
ning five, who make up the SD 
team for the next three months, 
all received trophies. This was 
the first time on the team for 
Shulze and Fredricks. 



THEIR LIMITS—Charlie Cockburn (Dept. 50 FW), left, and Dick 
Lilly (FW Dept. 31 general foreman) try to suppress satisfied looks 
after bagging their limits of ten dove each near Olney, Tex. Both 
are ardent hunters. 
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Floodlights Turn Night Into Day For Second Shift on B-36s ot Son Dieoo 


NIGHT LIFE—Convair keeps late hours as this fine night picture shows. Flood 
lights bathe B-36 modernization line at San Diego and illuminate work for second 
shift teams. Photo was taken from atop a rudder stand and gives an idea of how 


high B-36 tails really are. Streak in sky was made by landing lights of commercial 
airliner descending in smooth glide. 


New Training Studied to Prepare 
B-36 Crews For High Altitudes 


First steps toward creating a 
flight crew high altitude training 
routine for Convair SD were 
taken this week as three Convair 
men underwent a training course 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Dayton, Ohio. 

The trio that did some “high 
flying from ground level” are 
Carl Rother, head of the mechani¬ 
cal test section of the Test 
Laboratories at SD, Don Clark, 
test engineer, and Dr. W. G. Rid¬ 
dell, former Royal Canadian Air 
Force flight surgeon who recent¬ 
ly joined Convair. 

They will return to San Diego 
at the end of this week to lay 
plans for training and testing 
flight crews that ultimately will 
fly B-36s at SD. They plan to 
use the high altitude test cham¬ 
ber that taught Convair B-24 
crews during war time. At Day- 
ton, they expected to gain the 
latest Air Force data on effects 
of high altitudes and various 
rates of decompression, tutored 
by the Air Forced noted medical 
authority, Lt. Col. H. M. Sweeney. 

“We hope to create at San 
Diego a training and testing pro¬ 
gram that parallels that used at 
FW and also includes actually 
taking crews to high altitudes by 
means of the test chamber,” K. 
R. Jackman, chief of Engineering 
Test Laboratories at SD, com¬ 
mented. The current research 
was undertaken on suggestions 
from FW Manager of Flight 
B. A. Erickson and SD Manager 
of Inspection and Flight R. C. 
Loomis, in the hopes of better 



“I don’t get this setup—he 
gives us all the same letter and 
then picks the one that makes 
sense.” 


equipping crews for the rigors of 
high flying. 

“Although pressurization makes 
for crew comfort at high alti¬ 
tudes, we want our flight crews 
also to know how to operate under 
adverse circumstances without 
pressurization. That means they 
must be thoroughly trained in 
such equipment as pressure oxy¬ 
gen masks and know all the tech¬ 
nique that accompanies such fly¬ 
ing,” Loomis added. 

Destined to play an important 
role in the program is the test 
chamber at SD that was built in 
1942 and operated throughout the 
war training Convair shakedown 
crews and Consairways pilots and 
crew men. It is capable of simu¬ 
lating altitudes as high as 90,000 
feet and temperatures of 80 de¬ 
grees below zero Fahrenheit, 
though no person has ever gone 
“up” in it beyond 45,000 feet. 


Insurance Comes in 
Handy Quickly for 
New Convair Man 

It didn’t take one Convair FW 
worker long to discover the value 
of Convair Group Insurance. 

W. L. Holmes, Dept. 43, started 
to work at Convair Oct. 25 after 
completing arrangements for his 
Convair Group Insurance policy. 
Thirty minutes after he com¬ 
pleted his first day at Convair, 
the insurance came in handy. 

Holmes was traveling on High¬ 
way 199 toward his home in Azle, 
Texas, when his automobile was 
involved in a collision. He was 
rushed to Harris Hospital for 
emergency treatment and spent 
the following day at home re¬ 
covering from minor injuries 
Cost to Holmes: not one penny. 
His Group Insurance policy paid 
the bills. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now, 



HIGH FLYING—Shown inside high altitude test chamber at 
SD are, left to right, Don Clark and Carl Rother (Dept. 6 SD) and 
Dr. W. G. Riddell who this week are in Dayton, Ohio, studying 
Air Force methods of preparing crews for high altitude hops. They 
I expect to condition SD flight crews with simulated high altitudes. 


First B-36 Scheduled to 
Test Fly at SD Next Month 

First flight of a B-36 modernized a,t Convair SD is 
scheduled for next month. 

The ship, currently a part of the B-36 line, is sched¬ 
uled to go first to the compass rose adjacent to Lindbergh 
Field for “swinging” and then to the gun butts to check 
out ordnance before moving to the ramp for engine test 
runs and final checks preparatory to flight, J. E. Harwell, 
B-36 superintendent, indicated. 


Meanwhile, it appeared certain 
that veteran Convair pilot Phil 
Prophett, currently assigned at 
Fort Worth, will pilot the plane 
on its initial hop. R. C. Loomis, 
manager of Inspection and Flight, 
said Prophett will return to San 
Diego in early December. 

“We plan to assign three regu¬ 
lar pilot captains to the B-36 
flight program,” Loomis said, 
“Prophett, Bill Harwell and W. D. 
Carrier Jr.” 

Bill Harwell has been at FW 
for several months getting B-36 
experience and Carrier left SD 
for a similar training stint at 
Fort Worth late last month. 

“Ultimately, we expect to 
have three regular crews, with 
a fourth crew as an alternate,” 
Loomis continued. “Either E. D. 
Shannon, Convair SD chief 
pilot, or myself, after being 
checked out, will captain the 
alternate crew.” 

L. E. Pilling, who has been at 
FW for a month, will be one of 
the basic co-pilots and two others 
will be selected later. 

Four flight engineers are either 
trained already or in training. 
Loomis said. W. C. Robinson is 
already qualified; W. W. Hoff¬ 
man and Harold Ziegenfield have 
both had two months training; 
and K. E. Rogers is in FW under¬ 
going training now. Four more 
will be selected and trained later. 

Each B-36 crew will be made 
up of a pilot captain, a co-pilot, 
two flight engineers, two flight 
inspector scanners and a radar 
ordnance inspector and a radio¬ 
radar inspector. 

Flight crews will have head¬ 
quarters at the IAS building near 
the seaplane ramp which have 
been equipped with facilities for 


their comfort. Their regular 
flight gear will consist of normal 
flying suits, helmets, gloves and 
oxygen equipment. 
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FW Research Bomber 
Flies to Moon' on 
Thousand-Hour Test 
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Work to Start 
in Few Days on 
New Entrance 

Convair FW’s new entrance to 
the plant was another step nearer 
reality this week as Plant Engi¬ 
neering department prepared to 
issue a contract calling for work 
to start within the next few days. 

Of bids received, apparent low 
bid for laying the 24-foot con¬ 
crete strip, lining it with fence 
and lighting it was the $17,889 
figure submitted by Joe Adams 
and Son, Fort Worth contracting 
firm. 


After more than 40 hours in the air, the Convair B-36 
eased to a stop inside the flood-lighted Convair FW flight 
test area. 

Almost before the props stopped spinning, second shift 
flight department field and service mechanics wheeled a 
work stand to the plane's nose. 


H. R. Bates, paint brush and 
two buckets in hand, clambered 
up the steps. B. A. Erickson, 
FW manager of Flight, stuck his 
head out the pilot's window to 
watch Bates go to work. 

Bates first used paint remover 
to take the numbers “967" off 
the nose. Then he reached for 
a brush and red paint and went 
to work on the new number: 
“1,008." 

That meant 1,008 hours of 
flight testing for this particu¬ 
lar B-36. 

It meant this B-36 flew 
enough miles to reach to the 
moon. 

It meant that the power its 
engines produced during the 
flights was enough to drive an 
automobile 50 miles an hour 
for 55 years. 

It meant that the electricity 
it generated during the flights 
was enough to supply the aver¬ 
age household for eight years. 

These points are not important 
in themselves. They serve only 
to show how big a job was per¬ 
formed. 

To Convair engineers, flight 
test crews, mechanics, inspectors 
and the many other Convair peo¬ 
ple whose teamwork accomplish¬ 
ed the task, the “1,008" marked 
another important milestone in 
the continuing development of 
the B-36. 

“That 1,008 hours proved 
many things,” says Erickson. 
“Among the most important is 
the fact that the Air Force not 
only can count on the ability 
of the B-36 to accomplish its 
long-range bombing missions, 
but also can count on it to per¬ 
form many such missions one 
after the other with only a 
normal amount of servicing and 
maintenance. 

“A very high percentage of the 
39 missions were successfully ac¬ 
complished as scheduled, with 
very few delays due to the air¬ 
plane or its equipment." 

A major result of the develop¬ 


ment service test was the air¬ 
plane flight and mechanical per¬ 
formance data obtained. On basis 
of records kept on every job per¬ 
formed on the ground and in the 
air, Convair will be able to pro¬ 
vide Air Force crews with the 
information they need to make 
plans for the most efficient use 
of the airplane. 

That is, how many airmen the 
AF will need at each base for 
servicing and maintaining B-36s; 
how much gasoline and oil they 
will require; how many spare 
parts of various kinds will be 
(Continued on page 8) 

Air Industry's 
Role in Defense 
of U. S. Stressed 

The important role the aircraft 
industry plays in the national 
defense picture was emphasized 
before 96 Fort Worth public 
school teachers visiting Convair 
FW, Nov. 9 in the city’s first 
community-wide Business-Indus¬ 
try-Education day. 

Teachers were welcomed to 
Convair FW by D. C. Burrows, 
assistant division manager, heard 
talks by top-ranking Convair FW 
and Air Force experts, and were 
guests of Convair for lunch. 

A brief history of Convair and 
the B-36 bomber program was 
presented by Burrows. 

Two talks emphasized the im¬ 
portance of the aircraft. Indus¬ 
try to national defense, “Air 
Force-Industry Relationships" by 
Col. B. H. Warren, Chief, FW Air 
Force Procurement Field Office, 
and “The Aircraft Industry and 
National Defense" by L. L. Tur¬ 
ner, manager of Public Relations. 

Graphically illustrating major 
points were specially prepared 
six-foot charts. One showed the 
(Continued on Page 2) 


BRIEFING—D. C. Burrows, center, FW assistant division man¬ 
ager, explains chart showing "building airpower is a long range 
job" to Luther H. Harless and Nicki Eddleman, two of the 96 
public school teachers who spent Nov. 9 at Convair as part of 
Business-Industry-Education Day prog/am. 
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BUILDING FIRE—Sam E. Keith Jr., Convair FW general fore 
man of Nose and Tail (44), tried souped-up cigarette lighter to put 
heat on his department's realization thermometer. Said Sam: "It 
won't work. We'll just have to do better work—and more of it— 
to put us up to 100 per cent." 

FW Realization Hits Highest 
Point in History of B-36 

Fort Worth division's realization “Thermometer"—a 
handy measure of how efficiently we're producing* B-36 
bombers and of progress in the plant-wide “100 per cent¬ 
er" campaign—shot up last week to the highest point ever 
reached in the B-36 production program. 

A. C. Esenwein, assistant divi¬ 
sion manager, cited the 83 per 
cent realization figure as “proof 
of the kind of work our Convair 
FW production team can do when 
we roll up our sleeves and go 
to it.” 

The plant-wide average of 83 
per cent realization is the highest 
figure reached since a peak of 
80 per cent was reached during 
production of the early B model 
B-36s. (Realization is the num¬ 
ber of man hours of work ac¬ 
complished as compared to the 
amount of work which could be 
expected from an equal number 
of well-trained, conscientious air¬ 
craft producers.) 

Employees in eight depart¬ 
ments made the “100 per center" 
roll because they reached or ex¬ 
ceeded 100 per cent of the target 
realization assigned to them for 
the first two-week period in No¬ 
vember. 

These “100 per cent" depart¬ 
ments were: 

Machine Shop, H. R. Mont¬ 
gomery, general foreman. 

Metal Forming, R. W. Lilly 
and E. G. Henderson, general 
foremen. 

Outer Wing Panel and En¬ 
gines, J. E. Topliff and W. H. 

Tidwell, general foremen. 

Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing, 

J. E. Crumbley, general fore¬ 
man. 

Final Assembly, C. C. Kelly 
and L. M. Mayfield, general 
foremen. 

Conversion, F. A. Rowland, 
general foreman. 

Sub-Assembly, J. B. Sea- 
berry, general foreman. 

Armament, Cecil McClure, 
general foreman. 

“That’s more than half our 14 
direct B-36 production depart¬ 
ments," said Esenwein, “but 
we’ve still got a big job ahead. 

Some of those departments may 
find it harder to stay on top than 
it was to get there in the first 
place. And the other depart¬ 
ments know they’ve got to get in 
and pitch if they’re going to meet 
their November quotas before 
Dec. 1. 

“And then— we’ve got a still 
higher goal to reach in Decem¬ 
ber.” 

Departments which reach their 
goals at end of December will 
be singled out for special recog¬ 
nition, Esenwein said. 


Frank C. Clayton plant engi¬ 
neer, said that plans call for the 
new road to be completed and 
ready for use by Dec. 30, weather 
permitting. 

At the same time, Convair was 
in process of obtaining bids on 
construction of either a pedes¬ 
trian underpass or an overpass 
across Grant’s Lane to connect 
Dept. 61’s flight line with park¬ 
ing lot No. 5, where most flight 
line employees park their cars. 

“We’re taking bids on basis of 
both an underpass and overpass," 
explained Clayton, “until we can 
determine which is the most 
practical solution to the prob¬ 
lem." 

The underpass or overpass also 
(Continued on Page 2) 


PARKING CHANGES—Aerial view of parking lots at Convair 
FW shows points at which improvements are planned. Arrows show 
point at wnich an overpass or underpass is considered as well as 
location of added lot. 


Ice Carnival to Thrill 
FW at Christmas Party 

Santa Claus is coming to Convair FW. 

And on ice skates! 

The biggest party in Convair’s history, plus a complete 
Christmas-time ice show, will be given by Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association shortly before Christma,s for all Convair 
families and families of all Air Force personnel on duty 
at Convair FW. 


H. G. Starkey, CRA president, 
announced that more than $12,000 
is being spent by CRA to give 
the thousands of CRA families a 
bang-up “Christmas on Ice" show 


FORT WORTH EDITION 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Interested in Recreation? 
Turn to pag,e 3 and 
see what CRA offers. 


and party at Will Rogers coli¬ 
seum. 

So that all CRA members may 
attend, the party will be held in 
six “installments." 

First party will be at 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 14. Second show 
will be at same time Friday 
night. 

On Saturday and Sunday, mati¬ 
nee shows will be given at 2 p.m., 
in addition to the two night 
shows at 7:30 p.m. 

“That gives us a total seating 
capacity of around 40,000," said 
Starkey, “and we hope that 
every one will get a seat." 

Tickets will be required for ad¬ 
mission, but tickets will be made 
available free to all CRA mem- 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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INSPECTING PLANT—All 96 visiting teachers toured Convair FW on B-l-E Day. At left is group 
viewing wing bucks with D. C. McDougal Jr. as guide. At right Col. Beverly H. Warren, chief of FW 
Air Force Procurement Office, gives teachers Nancy Green and P. W. Essig word from Air Force 
standpoint during, luncheon. 

XC-99 Flies Across Nation 
With 85,000 Pounds Cargo 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Convair FW employees promoted to or 
within supervision, professional or ad 
ministrative: 

Dept. 3: To special courses instructor. 
Joe J. Crow; to training specialist, B. 

E. Lambert. 

Dept. 4: To assistant supervisor. C. L. 
Brockman, W. A. Gayler, A. W. Rey¬ 
nolds Jr. ; to supervisor, Reynolds Casey ; 
to material liaison man A, F. C. Patton. 

Dept. 6: To field service representa¬ 
tive B, A. E. Amos, C. C. Campbell Jr., 

G. J. Phillips; to standards analyst, W. 
W. Collier Jr. 

Dept. 8: To manufacturing engineer 
B, H. C. Joines; to manufacturing en¬ 
gineer A, W. H. Knight. 

Dept. 11: To assistant supervisor. C. 
R. Ryan, K. G. Newman, J. F. Wise 
Jr. ; to estimator A, W. G. Russell, H. S. 
Wyckoff Jr. 

Dept. 12: To flight test analyst A, I. 

B. Blackman ; to assistant supervisor, C. 
E. Esterlein ; to flight engineer, M. F. 
Keller ; to liaison man A, G. S. Sanford ; 
to assistant foreman, H. H. Brakhage, 
W. V. Carlin, R. M. Webb: to group 
engineer, B. E. Bunch, J. S. Lewis; to 
foreman, W. L. Frye Jr. 

Dent. 14: To assistant foreman, V. L. 
Morris. 

Dept. 20: To general foreman, A. P. 
Hurley; to traffic administration super¬ 
visor, J. A. Lindsey. 

Dept. 26: To liaison man, J. C. Holt. 
Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, C. 

H. Bowen, D. M. Carter, G. R. Gray, C. 

E. Mabry, W. M. Mozley, W. W. Pound, 
D. H. Spann, D. B. Tallon, F. O. 
Young; to supervisor, R. M. Buck, J. L. 
Coburn, J. A. Walters, C. W. White. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, R. E. 
Braziel, E. R. Earp, G. T. Freeman, 
Chester Green, T. C. Newman, G. F. 
Newsome, J. L. Pevehouse, W. J. Raf- 
faele, J. T. Routt, E. J. •Seilheimer, 

B. F. Stapleton, L. Z. Wixom. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, M. W. 
Baldree, W. M. Boucher, A. W. Breed¬ 
love Jr., A. O. Cross, G. B. Dial, Lee 
Roy Erwin, R. J. Forester, J. M. Ham¬ 
monds, R. E. Harper, G. L. Joyner, H. 

F. Kelley, M. L. Kohn, T. O. Rogers, 
H. A. Runge, H. T. Trammell ; to fore¬ 
man, W. T. Henners, O. J. Stepp. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, C. H. 
Carter, M. E. Dillard. W. W. Dunning, 
H. C. Lewis, B. A. Norman, C. P. 
Pridemore, N. V. Settle, C. E. Shirley, 
J. T. Swinford Jr., O. K. Sisk, A. J. 
Wilkerson, H. C. Worcester; to foreman, 
Reed Hendrickson, R. E. Powell. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, M. S. 
Fuller, B. A. Heffington, M. L. Wor¬ 
rell ; to foreman, M. T. Lloyd. 

Dept. 46: To assistant foreman, B. A. 
Adams, C. W. Bourne, E. C. Brewer, W. 
W. Carr, Raymond Erwin, M. W. 
Harper, E. J. Lee, B. F. Le Fors, E. P. 
McDaniel, J. W. McDonald, F. L. Mayo, 

G. E. Miller, E. E. Smith, H. E. Tem¬ 
pleton, R. C. Warren, S. G. Wasser. 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, T. J. 
Ruby Jr. 

Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, 
Aubrey Blair. 

Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, G. 
R. Cowan, P. R. Farley, Leroy Gilmore, 
J. B. Harris, M. W. Hester, N. D. 
Marshall, G. L. Mason, J. L. Pinkerton, 
W. H. Spearman; to foreman, K. R. 
Cope, J. D. Goodman, W. J. Johnson, 

C. B. Tefcer. 

Dept. 73: To assistant foreman, H. N. 
Hayslip, C. P. Higgins, D. B. King, 
Woodrow Morrison, L. E. Wright; to 
foreman, C. G. Phink. 

Dept. 75: To assistant foreman, C. E. 
Alldredge, H. W. Gilbert, Y. H. Jones, 

G. B. Reed, D. P. Sims, H. L. Truitt, 

D. A. Whitworth, W. D. Wilson; to 
foreman, J. W. Harkins, W. M. Thra¬ 
sher Jr., R. T. Wright. 

Dept. 76: To foreman, O. I. Jones. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

CHENAULT— Son, William Eddy, 6 
lbs. 13 oz., born Nov. 6 to Mr. and Mrs. 
M. E. Chenault, Dept. 27-2. 

PINKSTON—Son, James D., 7 lbs. 7 
oz., born Oct. 30 to Mr. and Mrs. J. D. 
Pinkston, Dept. 46. 

STIFF—Daughter, Martha Jo, 8 lbs. 
3 oz. born Oct. 28 to Mr. and Mrs. G. 

H. Stiff, Dept. 63. 


To The Colors 

Following are Convair FW employees 
who gave military service as reason for 
their terminations: 

Dept. 4: T. C. Buntyn Jr.; Dept. 14, 
R. G. Thompson ; Dept. 27, R. M. Traw, 
W. R. Cates Jr. ; Dept. 31, B. P. 
Schulter, B. G. Dodson, P. M. Martinez, 
R. D. Ferguson. 

Dept. 44, J. A. Renaker; Dept. 45. J. 
W. Utley; Dept. 47, W. J. Dyer, Troy 
Cranford ; Dept. 50, R. L. Tidwell; Dept. 
61, B. I. McDonald; Dept. 63, W. E. 
Talevich; Dept. 73, W. O. Banner. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

Joe Curado, Dept. 12-4, and family, 
wish to thank Convair FW friends for 
their kindness and sympathy following 
the recent injury of their daughter, 
Deanna Christine. 

Lost & Found 

LOST, half carat diamond mounted in 
man’s yellow gold ring in vicinity of 50- 
foot aisle, Convair FW. Reward. Call 
N. A. iSanson, Dept. 22-5, ext. 3233. 

Hitchhikers 

David A. Goldsmith, Dept. 27, wants 
ride to and from 1507 Eighth Ave., 7 
A.M. to 3:45 P.M. Ext. 6141. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

FOSTER—Homer H., Dept. 47. Died 
Nov. 4. Survivors: wife, daughter, 
mother, three brothers. 

Work to Start 
in Few Days on 
New Entrance 

(Continued from page 1) 
is scheduled to be completed by 
Dec. 30, weather permitting. 

Work was already under way 
this week preparing additional 
space in the parking lot on west 
side of the plant. Engineers esti¬ 
mate that- as many as 300 more 
cars will be able to use the lot 
when the expansion is complete. 

At the same time, still another 
project was under way in the 
broad program to improve traffic 
and parking facilities. 

Plant engineers have been 
given the go ahead to call for 
bids on a rearrangement of park¬ 
ing lots Nos. 5, 7 and 9 off 
Grants Lane in order that space 
for an additional 1,000 cars can 
be provided where employees 
want it most: that is, near ex¬ 
perimental building, near cafe¬ 
teria, and near south end of the 
administration building. 

At the same time, surface of 
the parking lots will be repaired 
and parking bumpers replaced. A 
call for bids on this work was 
scheduled to be issued within the 
next few days. 


Air Industry's 
Role in Defense 
of U.S. Stressed 

(Continued from page 1) 
trend of military aircraft produc¬ 
tion in the United States from a 
peak of 96,000 planes in 1944 to 
a mere 1,600-plane average for 
1946-47. 

A second emphasized the fact 
that a new airplane does not 
spring into being overnight. It 
presented the history of a typical 
fighter plane as it goes through 
an average of four years between 
conception and production. 
Bomber production of the B-36 
type, of course, requires even 
longer. 

A third pointed up the need for 
long-range planning of military 
aircraft procurement if the na¬ 
tion is to have at all times an 
aircraft industry healthy enough 
to expand quickly when called 
upon to do so. Using Convair as 
an example, the chart showed 
that Convair lost millions of dol¬ 
lars in the years of low military 
aircraft production which fol¬ 
lowed end of World War II pro¬ 
duction, and showed a profit in 
1949 for the first time in four 
years. 

The place of industrial rela¬ 
tions in aircraft production was 
discussed by R. J. Donnelly, man¬ 
ager of Industrial Relations. Air¬ 
craft design was discussed by 
J. R. Larson, chief engineer, and 
the B-36 flight test program was 
covered by B. A. Erickson, man¬ 
ager of Flight. 

Teachers were taken on an ex¬ 
tensive tour of the plant. Guides 
included W. D. Halsey of Engi¬ 
neering, Budge Lee of Budgets, 
W. E. Magnuson of Fabrication, 
D. C. McDougal of Tooling, K. S. 
Warren of Contracts, and W. F. 
Woolley of Education Section. 

For teachers who had ex¬ 
pressed a particular interest in 
the subject, a special conference 
was conducted by J. L. Budros, 
supervisor of the Industrial Rela¬ 
tions department’s Education sec¬ 
tion. A special tour of Education 
section classes and other facili¬ 
ties was included. 


Wenigmann Leaves 
Convair to Join 
Helicopter Concern 

Ernest Wenigmann resigned 
from the Convair FW staff effec¬ 
tive Nov. 15 to become vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Piasecki Helicopter 
Corp. at Morton, Pa., it was an¬ 
nounced by Ray O. Ryan, Con¬ 
vair vice-president and division 
manager. 

Said Ryan: “Convair deeply 
appreciates the part Mr. Wenig¬ 
mann has performed in helping 
us in the B-36 program at this 
division, and we wish him every 
success in his new position.” 

Wenigmann was assistant to 
the vice-president and division 
manager. He previously was 
Convair FW works manager and 
had held many executive posts 
at other divisions during eight 
years with Convair. In his new 
post, he will be in charge of 
manufacturing for the helicopter 
concern. 


Two more unofficial world’s 
records are now held by the Air 
Force’s Convair-built XC-99 
cargo-transport plane as result 
of its recent transcontinental 
non-stop flight hauling 85,000 
pounds of cargo. 

Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen 
announced the new record after 
the sister ship of the B-36 re¬ 
turned to its home port at Kelly 
AF base near San Antonio, Tex. 

The latest hop in the record- 
breaking cargo-hauling project 
was from Sacramento, Calif., to 
Albany, Ga., a distance of 2,200 
air miles, with the heaviest pay- 
load ever ferried by plane from 
coast to coast. 

On earlier flights, the plane 
cracked 21 different world cargo 
records. One flight involved 
hauling more than 100,000 pounds 
of aircraft parts. 

The plane, which crew members 
call “the big girl,” called at San 
Diego Nov. 11 and in so doing 
made its shortest flight to date. 
After landing at the Naval Air 
Station, to unload cargo from 
Austin, Tex., Col. T. W. Tucker, 
pilot, flew the XC-99 to Lind¬ 
bergh Field where it took on 
more cargo for Kelly AF Base. 
The plane left San Diego the 
next day. 

In the first three missions of 
the current six-month program, 
the XC-99 has carried a total of 
520,000 ton-miles of cargo. Ob¬ 
ject of the program is to deter¬ 
mine exactly what the XC-99 will 
do in comparison with smaller 
cargo planes. 

The Air Force said that all 


Ice Carnival Will 
Thrill Convair FW 

(Continued from page 1) 
bers as long as they last. They 
will be distributed equitably 
among all departments, and dis¬ 
tribution in each department will 
be under supervision of that de¬ 
partment. — 

Tickets will be on hand in each 
department on Monday, Dec. 4. 
The show is being produced for 
CRA by Texas Ice Events, Inc. 
Rehearsals are already under 
way, according to Fred Bates, 
show general committee chair¬ 
man. 

The show and party is designed 
to interest both adults and chil¬ 
dren, Starkey pointed out, since 
the grace and skill of the ice 
experts, plus the beautiful scen¬ 
ery and costuming, will be appre¬ 
ciated by adults, while the young¬ 
sters will be thrilled by the ap¬ 
pearance of Santa Claus and his 
helpers on ice. 

In addition, Santa Claus and 
his helpers will give special 
Christmas “surprises” to all chil¬ 
dren attending the party. 

The special committee appoint¬ 
ed by Starkey to direct plans for 
the party is made up of Bates, 
chairman; Finn Wahl, tickets; 
Fred Foster, ushers; Walter 
Bradley, presents; Hank Wen- 
dorf, decorations; and Bob Voll- 
mer, publicity. 

CRA is giving the party from 
its portion of profits from the 
sale of cigarettes, candy and soft 
drinks in vending machines in 
the plant. 


loads thus far have been high 
priority material too bulky or too 
heavy for ordinary air transport. 

“Need for these materials,” 
said the AF, “is so urgent that 
the first test of the XC-99 as a 
troop transport has been post¬ 
poned for the time being.” 

The plane was designed to 
carry up to 400 men—fully equip¬ 
ped for battle. This is equivalent 
to two airborne companies readv 
to fight. 

As an ambulance plane, it 
could carry 305 litter patients 
and 10 hospital attendants, along 
with its normal crew of 11. 

Col. Theodore W. Tucker, XC- 
99 pilot in charge of the pro¬ 
gram, says the plane’s perform¬ 
ance has been an unqualified suc¬ 
cess. General McMullen, who 
also has flown the plane, speaks 
highly- of its operating efficiency. 

“For shipping heavy items such 
as aircraft engines which must 
be carried without delay to dis¬ 
tant bases, the XC-99 is the most 
effective form of transport avail¬ 
able today,” said General Mc¬ 
Mullen. “The global freighter, 
like its B-36 sister ship, is prov¬ 
ing a welcome addition to the Air 
Force arsenal.” 

Don't Reapply for 
Decal Unless You 
Have Changed Autos 

A plea for Convair FW auto¬ 
mobile drivers not—repeat not— 
to turn in new applications for 
Convair windshield decals unless 
they have changed cars was is¬ 
sued this week by K. Simmons, 
Plant Protection chief. 

“We’re receiving many dupli¬ 
cate applications,” Simmons ex¬ 
plained, “and that’s unnecessary.” 

Only persons who have changed 
cars since they applied for decals 
are asked to fill out new applica¬ 
tions. They are asked to note on 
the application: “Changed cars.” 

Any Convair FW employee 
who has not received his Convair 
windshield decal is asked to await 
further instructions, and is re¬ 
quested not—repeat not—to make 
a new application at this time. 

Employees who have received 
decals are urged to place them 
on windshields immediately. 


Plant Aerial View 
Displayed in Color 

Postcards bearing aerial views 
of the Convair FW plant are now 
on sale in the Convair Recreation 
Association office at reduced 
rates, it was announced this week 
by E. G. Crosier, CRA business 
manager. 

“For any employees who want 
to show their friends or their 
families what the plant looks like 
—and how big it is—this is the 
answer,” said Crosier. “These 
full-color picture postcards tell 
a story that a letter can’t.” 

Cards, which previously sold 
for two cents each, are now re¬ 
duced to one cent each. They 
may be obtained in the CRA 
office in Employee Services sec¬ 
tion of Industrial Relations de¬ 
partment. 



RECEIVE SAFETY AWARD—Accepting safety award on behalf 
of Convair FW and Dept. 47 in recognition of 2,450,000 manhours 
without a disabling, injury worked by Dept. 47 employees, are left 
to right, J. E. Topliff, general foreman, Dept. 47; K. A. Day, super¬ 
intendent of final assembly, and W. H. Tidwell, general foreman, 
Dept. 47. Award was made in ceremony at Hotel Texas during 
Industrial Institute sponsored by Fort Worth Safety Council and 
Fort Worth chapter, American Society of Safety Engineers. 
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News About Your CRA 

(CEA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Plant-wide touranment 
now under way from 7 to 10 p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripl¬ 
ing Junior High School. Regular play continues at same time. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Monday 
at Rockwood Club House, 18th and Jacksboro Highway. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Eld Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Plant-wide tournament 
Dec. 9-10 at Tavener's Playdium. Entries close Nov. 25. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Second annual Convair bridge 
tournament Nov. 24-26 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Meeting 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4 
at Fort Worth School of Photography, 104 E. 12th. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 12:20 to 
12:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commisioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at em¬ 
ployee service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Beginners class 7:30 to 
8:15 p.m., regular dancing 8:15 to 9:30 p.m., Nov. 23 at Recreation Hall, 215 
W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Register at employee serv¬ 
ice section for deer hunting prizes. A pair of 7x50 binoculars to be awarded for 
largest deer, field dressed, shot in Texas. Deer head mounted for deer with most 
points shot in Texas. Duck season Nov. 2-Dec. 17 in Texas. Limit five per day, 
ten in possession. Limit five geese. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Ice dancing class 7 p.m. 
Nov. 28, Dec. 5 ; family skating 7 p.m. Dec. 1 ; second shift skating 12 a.m. Nov. 
28 and Dec. 5 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 50- 
foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—-Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Ham radio code class 8-9 
p.m. each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday on 29,500 kilocycles. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 

new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. Contest in calf roping, jack 

pot roping and girls’ barrel races from 7 to 9 p.m. each Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday at CRA Arena, 2600 Seminole. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. New beginners 
class starts 7 p.m. Nov. 27. Class followed by advanced dancing 8 p.m. Nov. 27 
and Dec. 4 at North Side Recretation Bldg. 18th and Harrington St. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 
Meeting 7:45 p.m. Dec. 5 at Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradle'y, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until next spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Plant-wide 
singles tournament now in progress. Contact departmental commissioner. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 


ON GUARD!—Fencing for fun is a sport followed by small but enthusiastic Convair FW group. 
Shown here above are Hal Lattimore and Arthur MacArthur Jr. having at each other with gusto. 
Latter is a former Pennsylvania state sabre champion. Group meets each Wednesday and Friday 
evening at Y.M.C.A. 


New Square Dance 
Class Will Start 

A new square dance for Con¬ 
vair FW beginners will start 
Nov. 27 and last ten consecutive 
weeks, according to Ross Carney, 
CRA square dance commissioner. 

The class will be held from 7 
to 8 p.m. each Monday at the 
North Side Recreation Building, 
18th and Harrington Streets, in 
north Fort Worth. Advanced 
dancing will be held from 8 to 10 
p.m. following the class. 

Carney will serve as instructor 
for the beginning class. All Con¬ 
vair families and families of Air 
Force personnel on duty at Con¬ 
vair FW are invited to attend 
without charge. 


If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 


Annual CRA Bridge 
Tourney to Open at 
Blackstone Nov. 24 

The second annual Convair 
Recreation Association FW 
bridge tournament will open at 
8 p.m., Friday (Nov. 24) in the 
main dining room of the Black¬ 
stone Hotel. The tournament 
will continue through Sunday, 
Nov. 26, after which the bridge 
club will discontinue regular play 
until next January. 

All Convair FW and AF 
couples on duty at Convair are 
eligible to participate. CRA will 
award prizes to winners of each 
event. Qualifying rounds for 
open pairs will be played at the 
opening night session. 

Remaining tournament events 
will be held Sunday. Play for 
teams of four will begin at 2 
p.m., followed by the annual ban¬ 
quet for the players at 6:30 p.m. 
in the ballroom. 

Final and consolation rounds 
for open pairs will follow at 8 
p.m. in the main dining room. 
Directing the tournament will be 
Joe Matthews of Dallas, affili¬ 
ated with the American Contract 
Bridge League. 

Tournament plans have been 
arranged by the CRA bridge com¬ 
missioner W. E. Eldred assisted 
by E. M. Propper and G. C. 
Williams. 


FW Camera Clubbers 
Gather for Contest 

An election of officers and a 
quarterly photo contest are on 
schedule for the Dec. 18 meeting 
of the Convair FW Camera Club. 
Members will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Forth Worth School of 
Photography. 

Merchandise prizes totaling 
$25 will be awarded in each divi¬ 
sion—black and white and color— 
of the quarterly contest. The 
subject matter is “open” accord¬ 
ing to Gene Eicholtz, Camera 
Club commissioner. Judges will 
be staff members of the Fort 
Worth School of Photography. 


Fencers Clash Twice Weekly 
at FW But Ifs All for Fun 


DANCING ON WHEELS—Beatrice Leyva (Dept. 250 SD) and 
Archie Gross (Dept. 25) try out Skateland floor at San Diego during, 
a Tuesday Convair night" session. Both experts, they volunteer to 
help any Convair novices. Dancing on skates is "more scientific" 
than ballroom dancing and also "more fun," they say. 

SD Man Working on His Second 
'Trip Around Globe'—on Skates 


“Age makes no difference in 
roller skating . . . the more 
experience you get, the better 
you get. ...” 

This is the opinion of Archie 
Gross (Dept. 25 SD) who has 
had enough experience to know. 
In 36 years of skating he esti¬ 
mates he has covered a dis¬ 
tance of one and a half times 
around the world. 

“And I’ll cover a lot more 
distance on skates before I’m 
through! My father, one of the 
best skaters in the country, 
kept it up until he was 84. 
Though I’m not as good as he 
was, I’m not so bad!” 

Archie was putting it mildly, 
for he’s won a hat full of 
medals, chiefly in contests 


through Rhode Island, Massa¬ 
chusetts, Maine and New 
Hampshire. He specializes in 
fancy skating, knows scores of 
trick steps and when “impro¬ 
vising” is liable to produce an 
amazing mixture of double 
tangos, polkas and what have 
you. 

With Beatrice Leyva (Dept. 
250 SD), Gross has been help¬ 
ing with “Convair night” fans 
at Skateland (Front and G 
Streets) where reduced prices 
for Convair folk are offered 
every Tuesday evening. 

Beatrice is no skating novice 
in her own right. She does all 
the roller dances, holds the 
bronze proficiency medal and 
has appeared in three Roller 
Vanities. 


Two nights a week a small 
group of Convair FW workers 
gather to practice an age-old 
sport which in history often 
ended fatally for those who set¬ 
tled their differences by means 
of a sword—the art of fencing. 

The Convair sportsmen, how¬ 
ever, practice the sport as an art 
—with the object agility and 
quick thinking. 

Early leader of the group was 
Arthur MacArthur Jr., Dept. 6-4, 
who brought his interest in the 
sport from the east, where he 
held the Pennsylvania state sabre 
championship 1937 through 1939. 
He instructs the group which 
meets at 8 p.m. each Wednesday 
and Friday at the Y.M.C.A. 

The Convair fencers have re¬ 
cently formed the Fort Worth 
Fencing Club with Howard Lutt- 
rell, Dept. 6, as president. 

Both men and women take part 
in the sport. Learning the art at 
present are Robert Miles, Dept. 
6; Mrs. Miles, James Eddins, 
Dept. 6; Mrs. Eddins, Art String- 
ham, Dept. 6; William Mac¬ 
Arthur, Dept. 44, and Luttrell. 

Fencing equipment is furnished 


SD '27 Club' Revived 
For Dancing Dec. 2 

Inspection’s “27 Club” at Con¬ 
vair SD, inactive more than a 
year, will resume activities with 
a dance Dec. 2 at the Vassa Club¬ 
house, 3094 El Cajon Boulevard. 
Admission is $1 per person. 

On dance committee are L. A. 
Brugger (Flight), H. F. Howe 
(T-29), C. V. Spears (B-36 mod¬ 
ernization), Nick Lenten (Special 
Projects), and Bill Risinger 
(Education). Refreshments will 
be served. Tickets may be se¬ 
cured from inspectors at SD or 
by contacting Brugger, ext. 467, 
or Risinger, ext. 491. 


by the Y.M.C.A. “The fencing we 
practice is not dangerous,” says 
Luttrell. “Masks and special pro¬ 
tective clothing are worn, and 
ends of the swords are blunted. 
It is simply a sport requiring 
agility and quick thinking and 
it’s a sport for both men and 
women.” 

The Convair fencers would like 
to invite more Convair families 
to take part in the twice weekly 
sessions. Those interested may 
contact Luttrell at ext. 2103 for 
additional details. 


SD Archery Novices 
Meet Every Sunday 

Convair SD archery novices 
met Nov. 12 in Balboa Park to 
try out new equipment recently 
purchased by CRA and get some 
tips on the sport from experts. 

CRA Commissioner Ed Generas 
said the sessions will be con¬ 
tinued every Sunday at 9 a.m. to 
noon and that all Convair folk 
are welcome. 


B-36 Belt Buckles, 
Watches Offered 
at Moderate Cost 

Texas style belts with B-36s on 
the belt buckles are again on sale 
for FW employees who want to 
use them for Christmas presents 
—or to wear themselves. 

E. G. Crosier, CRA business 
manager, said that a new supply 
of the B-36 belts was obtained 
by Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion because “hundreds of em¬ 
ployees who have seen the B-36 
belts being worn around the 
plant have asked us to reorder.” 

The belts would sell at an esti¬ 
mated $3.50 in a retail store, but 
are offered to Convair employees 
at $2. They may be obtained in 
the CRA office in the Employee 
Services section of Industrial 
Relations department. 

In addition, CRA is also giving 
employees the opportunity to 
purchase 17-jewel watches at 
cost. The watches originally 
were purchased to be given as 
prizes in various CRA tourna¬ 
ments and contests. 

“But we received so many re¬ 
quests to buy the watches that 
we’re putting what we have left 
up for sale at cost,” said Crosier. 
Watches are 17-jewel Swiss-made 
Leobe instruments in water 
proof, shock proof incabloc cases. 
They are priced at $15 each plus 
$1.50 federal tax. 


Additional CRA News 
on Sports Page 
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GROUNDED—Shown at daily 
work making templates in Dept. 
406 SD is Ben Wintering a 
skilled stone cutter who once 
worked on Rushmore memorial 
high on cliff face in South Da¬ 
kota. 


SHARES AWARD—William F. Caffrey, Convair FW B-36 radio¬ 
radar man, was among airmen honored by Mackay Award, one of 
top aeronautical awards of nation. 


Force. It is awarded to the offi¬ 
cer or officers who, in opinion of 
the Defense Department, made 
the most outstanding flight or 
flights of the year. 

The Lucky Lady II took off 
from Carswell AF Base in Fort 
Worth, and was refueled four 
times by tanker planes on its 
globe girdling circuit of 23,000 
miles back to FW, where it 
landed March 2, 1949. 


SELF-APPOINTED GUARD—Daily sight outside Convair FW's 
west boundary fence is Count Erich, stalking along fence with his 
mistress, Phyllis Horn, second shift nurse. 


Stone Cutter Retails Scary Adventures 
Reproducing Face in Granite Cliff 


A la Caruso 


Few men were closer to George Washington than was 
Ben Winterink of Dept. 406 SD. He “looked him in the 
eye.” 

Though intimate, the association was not without 
danger and involved dangling from the end of cables 
above a sheer drop of 600 feet. 


The “George Washington” of 
this story is the face of the first 
president as it appears chiseled 
in a rocky cliff, staring out over 
the Black Hills of South Dakota 
as a part of Gutzon Borglum’s 
impressive memorial to four 
presidents. 

“As a stone cutter my task 
was finishing the job after the 
rough work had been accom¬ 
plished by dynamite and air 
hammers,” Winterink recalls. 
“I worked chiefly on the eye 
and nose.” 

That was in 1933-34 when Win¬ 
terink had been enticed to join 
another expert stone cutter, a 
Viennese, to work on the memo¬ 
rial. The other workmen were 
miners skilled in using dynamite 
and air hammers. 

“We worked at timberline, 
about 7,000 feet, and lived in a 
hut down the mountainside. 
Every day I walked up 1,300 
steps cut in the rocky slope to 
get to the job and walked back 
down again at night. I saw my 
family, living in the nearest 
town, only on week-ends. 

“Most of the time I worked 
in a ‘swing seat’ at the end of 
a cable, trying always to look 
straight ahead at the job and 
not look DOWN, for it was a 


long drop. Nobody ever looked 
for a lost tool! 

“Because the wind currents 
were usually UP, it was a topsy 
turvy world. Castoff cigarettes 
floated upward out of sight!” 

Although trained as a youth in 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, in the 
intricate art of stone cutting by 
chisel and mallet, Winterink 
adapted himself to more modern 
tools when he came to the U. S. 
in 1926. He used pneumatic hand 
tools chiefly on the Rushmore 
memorial to smooth the surface 
“because it would have taken a 
lifetime with chisel and mallet.” 
Long rubber hoses from compres¬ 
sors above fed air to the workers 
hanging precariously below. 

“Twice a day we took cover as 
dynamite charges were set off. 
Instead of blueprints, we had a 
scale model of Washington’s face 
to work from. One inch on the 
model equalled a foot on the 
granite face and we checked each 
cut carefully.” 

Winterink’s wife climbed part 
way up the mountain to watch 
him work one day. 

“She said I looked like a fly 
on the end of a thread!” 


Volunteer Help 


STONE FACE — Convair SD 
man, Ben Winterink (Dept. 406), 
helped fashion eye and nose for 
Georg,e Washington's face as it 
appears in Rushmore memorial, 
in South Dakota's Black Hills. 


SD Tenor's 'Once in a Lifetime' 

Note Cracks Glass Ash Tray 

“All things come home at eventide, like birds that weary of their 


roaming s . . 

And I will hasten to thy side, homing. 

Oh . . . ” 

It was when J. R. Nelson Jr.’s dramatic tenor voice paused for 
a fraction of a second on a medium note of Del Riego’s melody 
“Homing” that it happened. 


“I heard a ‘ping’ and noticed 
that an ash tray had broken and 
decided that some restless guest 
had broken it by accident,” Nel¬ 
son recalled this week. 

What actually happened, 
however, was that Nelson’s 
voice just happened to strike 
the right note with the right 
degree of emphasis to crack the 
glass, even though the ash tray 
was 15 feet away from him and 
he was not singing directly 
toward it! The incident hap¬ 
pened at the Carlsbad Hotel 
near San Diego when the 
singer was appearing on a pro¬ 
gram for the Southern Califor¬ 
nia Personnel Conference. 

It was a perfect note, too, as 
V. L. Summitt (Dept. 3 SD) will 
testify. He was sitting only a 
few places from the fractured 
glass. The tray cracked smoothly 
into two pieces. 

“It is the first time anything 


Quite a Coincidence 

SD Test Laboratories experts 
agree that cracking a glass 
with the human voice is more 
than “once in a lifetime” coin¬ 
cidence. They explain that the 
note must match one of the 
glass’s “resonant frequencies” 
perfectly and set it to vibrating 
violently enough to break. 


like this ever happened to me, 
and I’ve been singing since I 
was a child. I understand Caruso 
used to break glasses with his 
voice as a trick, but he had them 
specially made to respond when 
he struck a particular note.” 

Nelson, who has been with Con¬ 
vair nearly ten years (Dept. 16), 
is a tenor of concert caliber. A 
music major at San Diego State 
College, he started formal voice 
training in 1931 and since then 
has appeared on many platforms. 
For more than a year, to de¬ 
velop endurance, he sang two 
masses each Sunday (as a mem¬ 
ber of both the St. Joseph’s and 
St. John’s choirs) and took a 
voice lesson the same day! 

This winter Nelson expects to 
undertake a series of out-of-town 
concerts, appearing over week¬ 
ends at various points on the 
coast as far north as San Fran¬ 
cisco. His accompanist is his 
wife, also a musician of note. 
She is a professional teacher 
and holds a master’s degree in 
music from the University of 
Washington. 

As for the glass breaking 
incident, Nelson feels that it 
wouldn’t happen again to him in 
a hundred years. 

“However,” he added, “I’m 
taking no chances singing 
under glass chandeliers.” 


Nurse's 142-Pound 


Appoints Self FW 

If anyone tries any funny 
business along the west fence 
at Convair FW, they’ll have 
not only the plant protection 
guards stationed nearby to 
contend with. 

They’ll also have to reckon 
with Count Erich, 12-month- 
old Great Dane, who has ap¬ 
pointed himself as their assis¬ 
tant. 

His mistress, Phyllis Horn, 
explains it all. She is second 
shift nurse at the first aid sta¬ 
tion at col. 101-C on the final 
assembly line. 

Being at home during most 
of the day, she has a chance 
to take Count Erich for a walk. 
And living right across the 
street from the Convair FW 
west fence, it is only natural 
that she walks him up and 
down the road. 

“He insists upon walking 
along the fence,” explains 
Phyllis. “And when a 12- 
month-old Great Dane ‘pup’ 
weighing 142 pounds insists, 
you just go along with him. 


Great Dane 
Plant Guard 

You don’t have much choice! 

“This was all right for sev¬ 
eral days. It was all right, in 
fact, until a sightseer happened 
to stop his car, get out and 
walk toward the fence to get 
a closer look at our B-36s. 

“Count Erich didn’t like it a 
bit. He made a lunge toward 
the man—and when I looked 
up, the man was already back 
in his car with the door shut! 

“I guess Count Erich some¬ 
how has got the idea that he’s 
supposed to guard the fence, 
and that no one is supposed 
to be fooling around there. 
Anyhow, every time someone 
gets out of the car along there, 
I have quite a time controlling 
him.” 

Count Erich answers to 
“George” at dinner time. And 
when Phyllis calls “George” 
to dinner, it’s quite a menu: 
six pounds of meat topped off 
with three quarts of milk. And 
that’s not counting the tidbits 
he begs from Phyllis between 
meals! 










HE GOT A BREAK—Shown through cracked ash tray is J. R. 
Nelson Jr. (Dept. 16 SD), whose dramatic tenor voice struck just the 
right note recently to fracture glass during a performance at Carls¬ 
bad, Calif. It’s a "one in a million" coincidence even for Nelson, 
who has been singing since boyhood. His ambition is to sing with 
Philharmonic. 


CAFFREY NAMED 


IN FLIGHT AWARD 


A Convair FW B-36 flight 
crew member was among 14 men 
named last week to share the 
Mackay Trophy for outstanding 
achievement in the flight of the 
Lucky Lady II on its 1949 non¬ 
stop flight around the world. 

Caffrey, who came to Convair 
after eight years’ service in the 
AF, was on a non-stop flight of 
more than 40 hours in a B-36 at 
the time the award was an¬ 
nounced in Washington, D. C. In 
service, he was a first lieutenant 
assigned to radio, radar and 
bombing. 

“Our B-36s make missions of 
more than 40 hours without re¬ 
fueling,” Caffrey commented. 
“But to make that 94-hour flight 
in a B-50, we had to be refueled 
four times.” 

The Mackay Trophy is admin¬ 
istered by the National Aeronau¬ 
tics Association and the U. S. Air 
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B-36 Cooking, Sleeping Facilities Improved to Increase Crew Efficiency 


T-bone steaks and French fried 
potatoes may sizzle on the grill 
for B-36 crews flying long-range 
missions when Convair completes 
work on newly approved plans 
for minimizing crew fatigue on 
long-range flights. 

Convair FW is now giving the 
“combat crew effectiveness” proj¬ 
ect full throttle after Air Mate¬ 
riel Command approved plans de¬ 
veloped by the Air Force and 
Convair to minimize fatigue of 
B-36 crews, thus making for top 


CHOW TIME—Folding food 
counters and parachute stowage 
racks make for more crew com¬ 
fort. 


mental and physical condition for 
combat. 

There won’t be any reason why 
crews can’t have T-bones or filet 
mignons or whatever, if they’ve 
got them to cook. 

Among the numerous items 
designed to increase comfort is 
a good-sized galley, complete 
with two electric burners, a 4.5 
cubic foot ice box, storage 
space and working space. 

Food may be cooked at the gal¬ 
ley in the aft compartment of the 
B-36, then placed in a specially 
designed conveyor, and sent 
scurrying up through the 85-foot 
tunnel to pilot and other crewmen 
on duty in the forward compart¬ 
ment. It’ll arrive at the front 
end virtually as hot as when it 
came off the stove, due to com¬ 
plete insulation of the conveyor. 

Neither will eating be a catch- 
as-catch can proposition. New 
tables will be installed at which 
crewmen may eat their meals 
comfortably. 

When you’re up in the air for 
40 hours or more (as long as a 
two-day week-end), you may have 


a yen to shave. In two new lava¬ 
tories, one forward and one aft, 
will be complete toilet facilities. 
For crewmen who want a 


HOT COFFEE ALOFT—Pen¬ 
cil sketch g.ives general idea of 
food counter in forward com¬ 
partment. Drawing also shows 
aviators' kit stowage, retractable 
table, folding chair, etc. 


shave, there will be wash basins, 
hot water, a shaving mirror and 
a fluorescent light above. 

Sleeping facilities will be im¬ 
proved, too. In addition to the six 
bunks in the aft compartment, 
two new ones are being installed 
forward. 

Crewmen previously slept on 
nylon stretched taut between sup¬ 
porting members. The new facili¬ 
ties include lightweight mat¬ 
tresses on each bunk, blankets 
and pillows. 

Among the less interesting 
new items—but among the most 
important, according to W. E. 
Eldred, senior design group engi¬ 
neer, and crewmen who fly B-36s 
—are new facilities throughout 
the ship for stowing kit bags and 
other equipment. 

“When you’re trying to get 
from one spot to another on the 
airplane,” explains Eldred, “you 
have to step over, walk around or 
tramp on kit bags all over the 
place unless there is a proper 
place to store them. With our 
new improvements, there’ll be a 
place for the kit bag of each crew 


member.” 

Other new items include mesh 
hammocks above the bunks for 
crew members to use for their 
personal items when they hit 
the sack; facilities for stowing 
close-by the parachutes of crew 
members while they sleep; and 
a built-in container for left-over 
and discarded food items. 

“And all of this,” says Eldred, 
“is designed to help the B-36 put 
Air Force crewmen over their 
targets in tip-top mental and 
physical condition, ready and able 
to perform their jobs with a 
maximum of efficiency.” 


SACK TIME—Improved bunk 
facilities in aft cabin of B-36 are 
illustrated here. 




tali 


HAND-BUILT RACER—J. B. Jaynes Jr., Convair FW Dept. 25, 
caused quite a sensation when he drove his new "Jaynes roadster 
to work one day last week. Jaynes recently completed racer after 
year of work. Body is hand-formed aluminum. 

License Fee: $3.02 

FW Engineer Solves Transport 
Problem by Building Own Car 


Auto license officials were 
thoroughly confused last week 
when a Convair FW worker, J. 
B. Jaynes Jr., applied for a car 
license. Reason for the confusion 
was that Jaynes’ car is the only 
one of its kind, and officials 
didn’t know how to classify it. 

Jaynes added to the confusion 
by confessing that it was a car 
of many makes—Ford, Buick, 
Pontiac, Cadillac, but mostly just 
plain “Jaynes.” And so it went 
down in Texas records as a 
“Jaynes Roadster,” with a $3.02 
license fee. 

Jaynes, a mechanical design 
engineer in Dept. 25-2, recently 
completed the low-slung fire 
wagon red racer after a year of 
spare time work. “I didn’t build 
it to race,” says Jaynes, ‘‘but 
just for a sports car.” Yet the 
Jaynes-built “sports car,” does 
better than 90 miles an hour. 

Curious admirers gather when 
the car comes to a standstill. 
The body is hand-formed alumi¬ 
num with a 60 horsepower V-8 
engine and oversize pistons. 
Mufflers are made from 105 
millimeter cannon shells. 

The “red flash” weighs 1,050 


pounds and holds 10.3 gallons of 
gas. Modified Ford, Buick, Pon- 
tias and Cadillac parts were used 
in the construction, along with 
hand-made Jaynes parts. 

“Some day I hope to save 
someone the trouble of building 
a hand-made racer,” says Jaynes. 
“I’ll sell him mine when I get 
tired of it.” 

But that probably won’t be for 
a long time. Jaynes and the “red 
flash” are going pretty steady. 


A Houseful 

Life Can't be 
Dull in Family 
of 17 Children 

When Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Dow 
(Depts. 633 and 365 SD) hear the 
“patter of little feet” at their 
Chula Vista home, it sounds more 
like a stampede. 

“Five of our children have left 
home and so it’s quieter now,” 
Dow explained apologetically. 
“We only have a dozen left.” 

(That’s the truth, 17 chil- 
ren altogether, and a fine, 
healthy looking group they 
make, too!) 

Dow, a native of Massachu¬ 
setts, came west by car and 
trailer in 1944 and went to work 
near San Bernardino. It was a 
little crowded coming out, but 
fortunately none of the family 
suffers from claustrophobia! 

Dow worked at Convair SD 
first in 1947 and 1948 and this 
time has been back with the com¬ 
pany about seven months. Mrs. 
Dow, also a former Convair em¬ 
ployee, recently returned to work 
in Dept. 365. 

Four of their older children are 
married and living elsewhere, 
Dorothy (Mrs. L. C. Hatfield) 
and Louise (Mrs. S. Young) both 
of San Bernardino; Hazel (Mrs. 
Oliver Bell of Long Beach) and 
Bill (of San Francisco). Richard 
is an Army paratrooper stationed 
in the south. The other children 
range from Harry Jr., 18, to the 
twins, Sally and Pat, 4. In addi¬ 
tion, the Dows have eight grand¬ 
children! 

(Continued on Page 6) 


New Safety Lifting Bar Takes 
Hazards Out of Plate Moving 


For a long time the problem of 
handling duraluminum plates in 
Dept. 401 at SD was a source of 
concern to E. I. McCabe, Convair 
ten-year man. 

They were moved about by 
hand or car loader or by means 
of a sling attached to an over¬ 
head crane. The number of in¬ 
juries that accompanied the proc¬ 
ess was a matter of concern to 
the Safety Office, too, and a 
few weeks ago McCabe appar¬ 
ently hit upon the solution. 

“I figured out what I thought 
would do the trick, designed it 


FW Foreman Speaks 

W. W. Wisdom, Convair FW 
Dept. 12-4 foreman, discussed 
“The Supervisor and His Prob¬ 
lems” at a meeting of Texas 
Personnel Management leaders 
Nov. 2-3 at the University of 
Texas in Austin. 

Also attending the conferences 
from Convair were A. F. Hohl, 
Convair director of training; J. L. 
Budros, FW education supervisor; 
and A. L. Franzolino, FW train¬ 
ing specialist. 


myself and got permission to 
build it,” McCabe explained. “It 
is a safety lifting bar that can 
be clamped onto the plates. It is 
adjustable to different sizes and 
has shackles for attaching to 
overhead cranes.” 

Those who have used the new 
bar report that they can do a job 
in a fourth of the time and—far 
more important—with no risks 
of strained backs or endangered 
fingers and toes. 

The Convair Patent Office is 
looking into the tool to protect 
McCabe’s interests in case it is 
patentable. 


NEW GIMMICK—Although in use only a few weeks, "safety 
liftinq bar" devised by E. L. McCabe of Dept. 401 SD, left, already 
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has probably prevented some potential accidents. Bar is lifting a 
350-pound duraluminum plate with Adolph Romero in center and 
W. F. Gibson, right. Plate can't slip with new bar and minimizes 
handling by hand. 

Tomorrow to be Dangerous Day 
so Convair Urged to Play Safe 


A FULL HOUSE—If anyone else in Convair has a grocery bill 
as large as H. L. Dow (Dept. 633 SD), let him come forward or hold 
his peace. Here are children living at home. Five others live else¬ 
where. Total: 17! Top row, left to right, Dow, Barbara, 16, Harry 
Jr. 18 Mrs. Dow (Dept. 365 SD); next row: Jerry, 13, Tom, 8, Ray, 
, 14; next row: Robert, 12, Daisy, 10, Susie, 6, John, II; bottom row: 
Sally and Pat, twins, 4. 


You’ll be in more danger of 
getting yourself killed or serious¬ 
ly injured tomorrow when you 
observe the Thanksgiving holiday 
than when you spend eight hours 
working at Convair FW! 

That reminder and a plea for 
caution on the highways came 
this week from Fred Temple, 
division safety supervisor, as 
thousands of Convair FW em¬ 
ployees got ready to hit the road 
to spend the holiday with “the 
folks.” 

“It’s actually true that you’re 
in more danger away from the 
plant than you are when you’re 
on the job,” said Temple, “and 
we can prove it. 

“In 1949, for instance, six Con¬ 
vair employees died in automo¬ 
bile accidents on the highways on 
the way to and from work. No 
one was killed in the plant. 

“During the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays alone last 
year, four Convair 


were killed in automobile acci¬ 
dents. We hope we don’t repeat 
that record this year.” 

Further proof that it’s more 
dangerous outside the plant than 
at work is this fact—there were 
237 claims filed last month 
under Convair Group Insurance 
for injuries suffered outside the 
plant while there were only 59 
injuries inside the plant in the 
same period serious enough to 
require attention of a doctor. 

“If we’d all be as careful out¬ 
side the plant as we are on our 
jobs, we’d suffer fewer injuries 
—and some of us would live 
longer,” Temple added. 


FABRICATION WINNER 
Fabrication at SD ended Octo¬ 
ber with a perfect safety record 
to take the monthly safety 
award. There were no injuries 
during 146,071 man hours. Sec- 

_ _ ond was Special Projects with an 

employees injury index rate of 7.40. 
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Freddie Bowen Passes up 
Birthday Cake-For a Reason 


Freddie J. Bowen figured he 
was just about the luckiest guy 
at Convair FW when the sec¬ 
ond shift lunch-time whistle 
blew in Flight department’s 
shop operations section, Nov. 7. 

It was his birthday—and he 
walked into his office to find 
a big cake. On top were two 


LUCKY SEVEN — Freddie J. 
Bowen's friends in Convair FW's 
Dept. 12-4 threw a "lucky seven" 
for him on his birthday, Nov. 7. 
Note oversized "dice" atop cake. 


giant-sized dice with Freddie’s 
lucky number plainly on top, 
a “seven.” 

Freddie joined in the festivi¬ 
ties planned by J. M. Newton 
and Sue Reagor, and he thank¬ 
ed the other close friends who 
were on hand—V. D. Evans, 
W. L. Frye, F. R. Lawyer, 
S. H. Griffith, and C. L. (Cur¬ 
ley) Whitaker. 

But when it came time to 
cut the cake, Freddie had a few 
serious words to say: 

“The fact that you folks 
would go to all this trouble 
for an old guy’s birthday is 
certainly more than he de¬ 
serves. It just goes to show 
that Nov. 7 is really my lucky 
day. It shows me how much 
my friends mean to me. 

“But I know some folks who 
aren’t so lucky. They’re the 
youngsters in the polio ward 
at city-county hospital. If it’s 
all right with you folks, I’d 
prefer not to cut the cake right 
now. I’d like to take it to the 
little folks.” 

Of course, the 12-4 folks 
agreed. They knew that Fred¬ 
die knew what he was talking 
about. They knew that his wife 
is also in city-county hospital 
with polio. 


Vows Exchanged in 
Formal Ceremony 

Pollye West, Convair FW Dept. 
3-2, and Grover Pearson, Dept. 
14-2, exchanged wedding vows in 
a formal ceremony Nov. 3 at the 
Poly Baptist Church in Fort 
Worth. 


Hunters Tag Out' on Colorado Elk Hunt 
With 1100-Pound Bull Topping the List 


BIRTHDAY SNACK—Convair FW Dept. 4-5 friends gather 
round for a sample of Dana Gilley's birthday cake at surprise party 
Nov. 9. 


WHERE THERE'S SMOKE— 
There were candles and a cake 
for Dana Gilley, of Convair FW 
Dept. 4-5, on her birthday 
Nov. 9. 


Marriage Climaxes 
Convair Romance 

When Anna Sauer, dispatch 
clerk, and W. H. Marshall, assis¬ 
tant foreman (both Dept. 25 SD), 
scheduled their vacations at the 
same time last month, associates 
suspected it might be more than 
coincidence. 

They were right, but it wasn’t 
until the couple’s return that they 
officially admitted their marriage 
Oct. 4 at Phoenix, Ariz. Their 
honeymoon took them to the 
Grand Canyon and now they are 
at home at 2671 Ulrich, Linda 
Vista. Both have been in the 
same Convair department for 
eight years and the union cli¬ 
maxes a two-year romance. De¬ 
partment friends presented them 
with a coffee maker as a gift. 


FW COUPLE MARRY—Pollye 
West, Convair FW Dept. 3-2, 
and Grover Pearson, Dept. 14-2, 
who were married in formal cere¬ 
mony Nov. 3. 

The bride wore a white silk 
velvet wedding gown topped with 
a lace bolero. A fingertip illu¬ 
sion veil extended from her seed 
pearl tiara. She carried an orchid 
surounded by white carnations. 

After a short wedding trip in 
west Texas the couple are at 
home at 501 Hawkins. 

Industrial Relations friends 
presented the couple with a silver 
serving bowl. 


Even with the full power of 
“the law” behind them, it took 
two Convair SD couples more 
than a week of hard elk hunting 
before they scored. 

It was well worth the effort, 
however, for on the eighth day 
Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Darnell (Dept. 
632) and Mr. and Mrs. M. R. 
Brown (Dept. 634) “tagged out” 
and among the downed elk was 
an 1,100-pound bull. 

“We were at the headwaters 
of the Rio Grande about 50 miles 
north of Durango, Colo.,” Darnell 
related. “We had the Taw’ on 
our side, too, for the local sheriff, 
a friend of ours, hunted with us 
every day. 

“We didn’t get a shot for the 
first week. Then, early in the 
morning of the eighth day we 
sighted a big herd in a fringe of 
timber.” 

They were hunting near tim¬ 
berline at the time and by circl¬ 
ing managed to get quite close 
before the herd took warning. 
Darnell shot the bull at 50 yards 
with his 30.06. It required three 
pack horses to carry out the 
meat! 

The party brought back two 
hindquarters and a whole cow for 
deep freezing in San Diego. 




A LOT OF LEAD—F. C. Dar¬ 
nell (Dept. 632 SD) slowed up 
this bull elk with his first shot, 
but it took several more to stop 
him. Bull weighed an estimated 
I 100 pounds. 


Feathers Fly as Convair FW Badminton 
Players Compete in Doubles Toumey 


Dow Never Lacks 
For Tax Exemptions 

(Continued from Page 5) 
“We get along fairly well, 
though sometimes it’s a tough 
squeeze, particularly when that 
grocery bill comes in! How¬ 
ever, all the children are good 
workers and they help with 
the house and the smaller 
youngsters.” 

For awhile, until the Korean 
emergency raised boarding re¬ 
strictions, the Dows did a thriv¬ 
ing business on the side selling 
ice cream bars to sailors aboard 
Navy ships in the harbor. Secur¬ 
ity regulations ended that project 
which was a cooperate effort run 
by the children. 

“Aside from the fact that a 
house full of children is a joy 
forever, kids are helpful, too,” 
Dow admitted. “Best income tax 
exemptions I know!” 


Feathers were flying thick and 
fast this week as Convair FW 
badminton contenders battled for 
semi-final places in the handicap 
doubles tournament. 

In quarter final matches, Mary 
Alice Bradley and Roy Harrison 
defeated Bernice Holder and 
Chuck Neyland 15-12, 12-15, 15- 

11. Bill Ravenscroft and E. V. 
Ellsworth edged past Rita Scha- 
vone and Walter Bradley, 15-8, 
15-9. 

In first rounds, Sally Mahaffey 
and Leo Wilson downed Jack 
Elrod and Capt. Dick Smith, 15- 

12, 17-16, Bernice Holder and 
Chuck Neyland defeated Larry 
Gill and Ken Sclater, 15-6, 15-15, 
and Dora Ellsworth and Phil 
Mahaffey defeated Dan Redwine 


and E. H. Watts, 15-15, 15-11, 
15-9. 

Players in losers’ bracket will 
try for CRA consolation trophies, 
while players on top will vie for 
championship trophies. 


Beginners Square 
Dancing Dropped 

A beginners square dance class 
that normally met on Thursday 
nights at SD has been discon¬ 
tinued from want of pupils. At 
the same time CRA announced 
that the Tuesday night advanced 
session has been shifted from the 
Silverado ballroom to the ball¬ 
room at the corner of Central and 
University. 


Heart Attack Fatal 
For FW Assembler 

Homer H. Foster, 47-year-old 
second shift assembler in Dept. 
47 at Convair FW, died after a 
heart attack Nov. 4 as he was 
returning to his home in Burle¬ 
son from his Convair job. Foster 
had worked at Convair intermit¬ 
tently since 1943. He is survived 
by his wife, daughter, mother, 
three brothers. Burial was in 
Fort Worth. 


NEWLYWEDS—Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Marshall (Anna Sauer), of 
Dept. 25 SD, who married recently in Arizona. Few voices at SD 
are as well known as Mrs. Marshall's, for it is she who until recently 
answered first shift calls to Plant Engineering for maintenance 
service. Both she and her husband now are on second shift. 


Management Club 
Roll Doubles at SD 

Membership in Convair SD’s 
Management Club has more than 
doubled since last summer, Presi¬ 
dent Art Seemann announced 
this week. 

“We are now at approximately 
650 members and hope soon to 
be over the 700 mark,” Seemann 
added. Meanwhile, M. F. Link 
and Paul Osborn, co-chairmen of 
the membership committee, last 
week began a canvass of new 
members of supervision in an ef¬ 
fort to make club rolls include all 
those who are eligible. 








If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 


TOURNEY ENTRANTS—Group photo above shows Convair 
FW badminton enthusiasts now playing in CRA tourney Monday 
and Wednesday nights at W. C. Stripling junior high. Back row, 
left to right, E. H. Watts, Larry Gill, Capt. Dick Smith, Jack Elrod, 
Ken Sclater, Chuck Neyland, Leo Wilson, Dan Redwin, E. V. Ells¬ 
worth, Phil Mahaffey. Front row, Mary Alice Bradley, Bernice 
Holder, Dora Ellsworth, Sally Mahaffey. At lower left is Mary Alice 
Bradley intent on a shot while at lower right Capt. Dick Smith tries 
to scoop one. 
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SD Flight Winners 


SURVIVORS—When firing ceased in recent Convair SD golf championship, these linksmen were 
on top. Pictured perched on trophy below is new Plant Champion Ted Dorius. Shown are winners 
of first to 14th flights, left to right: Logan Jenkins, Frank Meer, L. D. Sullivan, Bob Jellison, Doug 
Campbell, Walt Rye, George Lemke, Stuart Nelson, J. F. Baebler, F. H. Harwood, Sam Braun, Ralph 
Montgomery, Jacques Westler, J. P. Welle. 




Dorius, Two Down at Turn, 
Comes Back to Win SD Golf 


Ted Dorius, curly-haired links 
favorite, this week wears the 
— crown of Convair SD golf cham- 
Mon. 

He won it the hard way Nov. 
11 over Mission Valley by firing 
a 33 on the back nine to edge 
Whitey Ostwald by a slender one 
up. 

Dorius, former Coronado pro¬ 
fessional, played ragged golf on 
the first nine as he went for a 
39. Ostwald, meanwhile, methodi¬ 
cally carved out a 37 to be two 
up at the turn. They halved No. 
.10 in birdies, . halved the next 
two holes in par and again had 
double birdies on No. 13. The 
turning point came on No. 14 
when Ostwald’s pitch trickled 
back from the elevated green 
and Dorius won the hole with a 
par. He birdied the next hole to 
square the match and went one 
up on No. 16 when Ostwald slip¬ 
ped to a bogey. They halved No. 
17 in pars as Ostwald kept him¬ 
self alive with a fine recovery 
pitch to the pin. Dorius closed 
him out on No. 18 by dropping 
a ten footer for his par. 

Dorius medaled 72 and Ostwald 
74. It was Ted’s first plant 


championship and Whitey’s sec¬ 
ond runner-up trophy. Ostwald 
went to the finals last year, too, 
only to lose to Russ Strayer, 1948 
and 1949 champion. Strayer this 
year was eliminated by Dorius 
in the semi-finals. 

The first flight (championship 
consolation) finals also developed 
a good brand of golf as Logan 
Jenkins clipped a stroke off par 
to eliminate Russ Davis 4 and 3. 
Both were out in 38s and turned 
the nine even. Jenkins went one 
up with a birdie on No. 10, they 
halved No. 11 in pars and Jen¬ 
kins went two up with another 
bird on No. 12. He made it three 
up with a third bird on No. 14 
and closed out the match with a 
par on No. 15. For the round 
Jenkins medaled 72, Davis 75. 

The Jenkins-Davis match, inci¬ 
dentally, was a repeat of last 
year when the same pair met in 
the consolation finals with the 
same result. 

Last finals match of the 1950 
tournament to be played was be¬ 
tween Hubert Brooke and Frank 
Meer in the second flight with 
the latter winning by a comfort¬ 
able 4 and 3 margin. 


Basketball Practice Draws 241 
Players to Workouts at PW 


With 241 Convair FW players 
already working out for the com¬ 
ing basketball season, Ed Tuck- 
nies, CRA basketball commis¬ 
sioner, issued a last call this 
week for additional men and 
women players to try out for 
team positions. 

Regular season play is sched¬ 
uled to s.tart the second week in 
December, with 13 Convair 
squads slated to see action on the 
hardwood. _ 

Six first shift teams, four sec¬ 
ond shift squads, two city league 
teams and a women’s team are 
now holding practice sessions in 
preparation for opening play. 

First, shift players wishing to 
try out for team positions are 
asked to contact Tucknies, ext. 
4215, or Polly Wise, ext. 5141. 
Second shift players may contact 
Le Roy Jarl, ext. 5141. 

Only three of last year’s Con¬ 
vair major city league players 
will see action this year. They 
are Tucknies, Dept. 44; A1 Close, 
Dept. 48; and C. E. Perkins, Dept. 

- 

Bowlers Battle in 
CRA Tourney at FW 

Convair FW and Air Force 
bowlers will vie for 27 prizes 
in a plant-wide CRA-sponsored 
bowling tournament Dec. 9-10 at 
Tavener’s Playdium. 

Trophies and prizes will ■ be 
awarded winners in each event 
of Class A, B, and C competition, 
according to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president and bowling commis¬ 
sioner. Team events will be held 
Dec. 9 with doubles and singles 
events to follow on Dec. 10. 

Entries close at midnight, Nov. 
25. Rules and entry blanks may 
be obtained from secretaries of 
the following Convair leagues: 
Bob Hlavek, Engineering League; 
C. B. Mitchella, Classic League; 
C. H. Croxton, 740 League; H. H. 
Walker, 675 League; W. Doom, 
Second Shift League. 

Trophies to be awarded the 
winnnig bowlers are now on dis¬ 
play at Tavener’s Playdium. 


C. D. Penrod, Dept. 44, will 
play for the Convair squad this 
year after opposing the same 
team for the past two years. Pen- 
rod played with the Carswell Air 
Force Base squad until his recent 
discharge from the Air Force. 

Newcomers representing five 
states will play ball for the Con¬ 
vair team for the first time. 
Penrod and Frank Urick, Dept. 8, 
formerly played on Illinois teams. 
Vern Wilson, Dept. 61, has bas¬ 
ketball experience from Alaska 
and California play. Curt Singer 
is a former Indiana star. 

Prospects are good for the for¬ 
mation of a women’s team this 
year, according to Tucknies. It 
will be the first Convair women’s 
squad since 1948. Eighteen play¬ 
ers have signed up thus far for 
competition. 

FW Washer Tossers 
Compete for Crown 

Four Convair FW washer pitch¬ 
ing “block” champions were 
scheduled to pitch it out this 
week to determine which one of 
them will get next chance at the 
plant champion. 

Semi-final playoffs matched 
O. P. Brown, Dept. 9-1, block 1 
champion, against L. F. Hender¬ 
son, Dept. 50, block 2 champion, 
and H. A. Runge, Dept. 43, block 
4 winner, against L. E. Seelye, 
Dept. 27-1, block 3 top runger. 

The two winners of the two 
matches then were scheduled to 
compete to determine which of 
them will throw against Wesley 
Gowins, Dept. 82 contestant who 
is plant champion. 

For the current continuing 
tournament play, the plant is di¬ 
vided into “blocks” according to 
areas. Each two months, winners 
in four of the different blocks 
compete to nominate a contender 
for the plant championship 
throne. 

Hugh Pennington, CRA washer 
commissioner, invited any washer 
pitchers not entered in the tour¬ 
nament to telephone him at ext. 
3137 for information. 



1950 
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NEW KING—Ted Dorius of 
Convair SD whose sub-par last 
nine earned him golf champion¬ 
ship of SD for 1950. 


Convair SD Hunters 
Try Field for Game 

Convair SD game hunters took 
to the field last week-end as sea¬ 
son opened on pheasants, brush 
and cottontail rabbits, tree squir¬ 
rels apd quail. 

CRA Hunting Commissioner 
Eddie Robinson explained that 
bag limits during the ten-day 
pheasant season are ten males 
per season but not more than two 
a day. Other limits are eight 
quail a day, four rabbits, two 
squirrels. There is no limit on 
jack rabbits. 

Quail hunting ends Nov. 27 in 
portions of Orange, Riverside and 
San Bernardino counties and on 
Dec. 15 in northern California 
district 1%. For the balance of 
the state (except southern dis¬ 
tricts 41/2 and 22) the quail sea¬ 
son ends Dec. 31. This includes 
San Diego. 

The last day to take rabbits in 
district 1% is Dec. 15, while else¬ 
where the end is Dec. 31. A 
1950 hunting license is required 
for all upland game hunting and 
pheasant hunters must affix a 
tag to the leg of each bird taken. 
Tags are $1 apiece, available at 
Fish and Game offices. 


* Gunmen * to Compete 
For Turkeys Nov. 19 

A real turkey shoot was sched¬ 
uled at Convair SD for Nov. 19 
when Convair marksmen will 
gather at the San Diego police 
range to fire away at a variety 
of targets with turkeys as prizes. 

CRA Commissioner Ash Bishop 
urged all Convair people to bring 
their .22 pistols and ammunition 
and be at the range at 9 a.m. 
For further information call 
Bishop at ext. 481 or at home at 
H-8-3460. 



Bergstrom Two-Time SD 
Table Tennis Champion 


John Bergstrom, 1948 table 
tennis champion at Convair SD, 
repeated last week in the “battle 
of champions” and took the 1950 
singles crown but was runner-up 
in the doubles division. 

Bergstrom, using his high spin 
chop shots with great consistency, 
was never really in trouble 
throughout the singles elimina¬ 
tion matches played Nov. 13 and 
14 in CRA Clubhouse. He turned 
back 1949 Champion Milt Wis¬ 
dom in the finals, winning the 
first game, 21-15. The second 
game brought the closest com¬ 
petition and went to deuce, only 
to have Bergstrom win, 22-20. 
Wisdom took the third game but 
was unable to prolong the match 
and Bergstrom closed him out, 
21-18, in the fourth. 

The new champion emerged 
from a field of 28, all champions 
of different departments in the 
plant. CRA medals were award¬ 
ed to all department champions 
and Bergstrom, in addition, re¬ 
ceived a wrist watch for his vic¬ 
tory. 

Meanwhile, with 24 teams en¬ 
tered in the doubles, Bob Saley, 
CRA table tennis commissioner, 
teamed with Lester Craig to meet 
Bergstrom and Bill Brown in the 


FW Bowling 

MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 
Team W L 

Optimists . 16 5 

Two-Some . 13 8 

Seven-Ten . 13 8 

Mr. & Mrs. .. 12 9 

Buckeye . 11 10 

Alley Cats . 11 10 

Super-Poopers . 10 11 

Lucky Strikes . 8 13 

Hot Rods . 7 14 

Jay-Hawkers . 6 15 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Jetomics . 28 12 

Trouble Shooters . 28 12 

Jug Head . 25 15 

Hard Heads . 24 16 

Z-ions . 22 18 

Atomizers . 21 19 

Wemist . 20 20 

Wing Dings . 20 20 

Abra Cadabras . 19 21 

Friendly Five . 19 21 

Drag Counts . 18 22 

Po Slokes . 16 24 

Framers . 16 24 

Hecklers . 15 25 

Hedge Hoppers . 15 25 

Honey Pots . 14 26 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 

Rexair Kings . 33 7 

American Legion No. 606 . 26 14 

Machine Shop . 24 16 

AllrEventers . 23 17 

Buggy Wheelers . 22 18 

Jobes Grocery & Market . 22 18 

Barney’s Cafe . 21 19 

Tooling Huskies . 21 19 

Rios Custom Tailors . 19 21 

lam Lodge 776-B . 18 22 

Jet Pods . 17 23 

B & F Garage . 17 23 

Smitty’s Crew . 17 23 

Conversion . 16 24 

Hot Rods .i. 14 26 

Convair No. 73 . 10 30 

675 LEAGUE 

Majestic Reproduction . 24 12 

Writers ... 24 12 

Industrial Engineering . 20 16 

Accounting . 17 19 

Wood Mill . 16 20 

Contracts . 15 21 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 14 22 

Tooling . 14 22 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

Veal . 26 14 

Junior’s . 24 16 

Daiches Jewelers . 24 16 

Bill Harris Co. 23 17 

Southwest Trophy Co. 21 19 

Bob Fulghum Humble . 17 23 

Firestone Tires . 13 27 

Sam Watson Humble . 12 28 

740 LEAGUE 

Dundee . 25 11 

Wynn’s Oil . 24 12 

I. A.M. 22 14 

Rodeo Shop . 22 14 

Team No. 2 . 21 15 

Team No. 11 . 19 17 

Malt Shop . 18 ' 18 

Team No. 10 . 17 19 

J. J. Parks . 16 20 

Old Plantation . 15 21 

Team No. 7 . 10 26 

1 A. L. Davis . 3 33 


finals where the former team 
won in straight games, though 
not easily. 

Several surprise teams showed 
unexpected strength in early 
rounds, such as the pairs of Hy- 
man-Bales, Williams-Sherrod and 
Montgomery-Gregorich, before 
bowing to the ultimate finalists. 

Saley and Craig had perhaps 
their toughest competition in 
their first match when they op¬ 
posed Lee Boggess and Claude 
Roberts. The first game went to 
deuce and the ultimate cham¬ 
pions were hard pressed to go 
on to win. 

Suitable trophies went to win¬ 
ners and runners-up in both sin¬ 
gles and doubles divisions. 


SD Hoop Teams 
to See Action 
Starting Dec. 4 

Convair SD basketball teams 
will see their first action this 
year when the city pre-season 
tournament starts Dec. 4, CRA 
Commissioner Gil Crosthwaite 
announced this week. 

“New talent turning out for 
weekly workouts has been the 
best in years,” he said. “Among 
the new faces that have looked 
good in practice are Shell, former 
St. Augustine high star; Scott, 
an ex-Hoover high player, and 
Rinks, formerly of San Diego 
high. They make good additions 
to such seasoned Convair vete¬ 
rans as Jerry Nuss, R. E. Lea- 
don, Phil Poche and Ray Hunt.” 

Crosthwaite said the pre-sea- 
son tournament will be just a 
“warm up” to determine seedings 
in later city tournaments in 
which Convair will enter two or 
three teams. 

“In mid-December we will call 
a meeting of potential team man¬ 
agers to sound out desires for a 
plant league,” he said. “If inter¬ 
est warrants, we will start such 
a league in January.” 

It was certain, however, that 
Convair will enter one team in 
the Industrial league and another 
in the Metropolitan. If there is 
no plant league formed, a third 
team probably will be entered in 
city play. 

Meanwhile, all positions on the 
teams are still open and Crosth¬ 
waite urged all players to come 
out to workouts which are held 
weekly at the Balboa Park gym. 
Exact times are available by 
phoning Crosthwaite during the 
first shift at ext. 630 or Pete 
Beyrer at ext. 430. 


Hoover Badminton 
Team Leads League 

Hoover high’s strong badmin¬ 
ton team continues to lead the 
Convair SD league by a comfort¬ 
able margin and opposing team 
captains held small hope of over¬ 
taking them during the remain¬ 
ing two weeks of play. 

Pt. Loma is in second place 
with Coronado in third spot. 































































































Page 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


November 22, 1950 


B-36 Test Bomber 'Flies to Moon' During 1000-Hours of Research 



AFTER 40 HOURS—Despite fact this Convair flight crew (shown at left! only 
a few moments before picture was taken had completed a flight of over 40 hours, 
they look almost as fresh as on take-off. Back row, left to right: V. D. Evans, 
F. Hanley, Francis Keene (co-pilot), W. F. Caffrey, J. G. Parker, Harold Crow 
and R. B. Chapman. Front row, left to right: G. C. Tate, C. J. Driskell, P. R. 


Hurley, Manager of Flight, B. A. Erickson (pilot), and R. P. Scott. Lt. W. C. 
Edwards was unavailable when photo was taken. Picture at right shows Pilot 
Erickson leaning out of pilot's window as H. R. Bates, 12-4, paints "1008" on 
nose in honor of hours of test flight. 


B-36 'Bombs' Island off Maine Coast as 
Last Flight in 1,000-Hour Test Projett 

Want to come along while a Convair flight crew puts 
a B-36 through a 40-hour flight to complete the 1,000 
hours of flight required in a special test flight project? 


RAF Officers View 
FW B-36 Production 
as Guests of AF 

Six officers of the Royal Air 
Force Flying College in England 
inspected Convair FW division 
and B-36 production last week as 
guests of Lt. Col. A. E. Stuart, 
AF officer-in-charge, and D. C. 
Burrows, assistant division man¬ 
ager. 

The group, which flew to Fort 
Worth in a British four engine 
Lincoln bomber, was headed by 
Wing Comdr. D. C. McKinley. 
From Fort Worth, the officers 
flew to the Naval Air Station at 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


(Continued from page 1) 
needed—and volumes of addition¬ 
al information of that kind. 

All such information developed 
from the flights is being com¬ 
piled by the flight test section 
into books which will be made 
available to the Air Force for 
such planning. 

Principal purpose was to put 
the airplane through 1,000 hours 
of flight of the kind it receives 
in the Air Force—that is, suc¬ 
cessive simulated tactical long- 
range missions—in order to 
measure performance of the air¬ 
plane’s major components and 
equipment. 

At the same time, however, 
flight crews performed develop¬ 
ment flying on certain parts, 
equipment and components. This 
is called for when service testing 
shows that a part, component or 
piece of equipment has too short 
a life span, or does not perform 
as required. Engineers redesign 
the piece in question, and the 
new piece is put on the airplane 
for testing. If it proves practi¬ 
cal, it is then used on production 
model airplanes. 

The flight time—equal to 125 
eight-hour days—also was used 



“I wish you’d keep your mouth 
shut when we’re having an argu¬ 
ment ” 



IN GLASS—Probably for first 
time, a Convair-Liner has been 
preserved in glass. Photo shows 
stained glass window in lobby 
of Garuda Indonesian Airways 
building at Kemajoran airfield, 
Djakarta. Garuda operates eight 
Convairs. Its lines include flights 
to Singapore, Bangkok and Phil¬ 
ippines. 


to train Air Force personnel not 
yet familiar with the newest B- 
36s and RB-36s now being de¬ 
livered by Convair. 

Further, the flights provided a 
“schoolroom in the air” for Con¬ 
vair engineers responsible for de¬ 
sign of various features in B-36s. 
They went along in order to ob¬ 
tain first-hand in-flight experi¬ 
ence which they can use back at 
their drawing boards. 

In all, more than 200 different 
persons helped four different 
flight department crews perform 
their duties during flight. 

All flights were simulated tac¬ 
tical long-range missions, and al¬ 
most all were at the B-36’s full 
combat weight. All were at vari¬ 
ous altitudes and to targets pick¬ 
ed before take-off. Many in¬ 
volved some hours over the At¬ 
lantic, Pacific and Gulf. 

Take-offs were at any time 
of day or night, and during any 
kind of weather, necessary to 
make schedules. Crews wore 
full combat equipment, and on 
most flights made gun tests 
with live ammunition, bombing 
tests with dummy bombs. 

To service and maintain the 
airplane throughout the 1,000- 
hour project, and to make the 
hundreds of test installations 
required, flight department shop 
operations assigned specialized 
crews of field and service me¬ 
chanics on each of the three 
shifts. 

To obtain accurate man-hour 
costs of service and maintenance, 
individual records were kept on 
a job basis for each operation, 
thus providing additional proof 
that the B-36 can efficiently ac¬ 
complish its assigned Air Force 
task: to perform long-range 
bombing missions on a sustained 
basis, 


Okay! Take a deep breath to 
give your imagination the oxygen 
it’ll need to dream up some of 
the details. 

First, you get yourself out to 
the flight office at Convair FW 
at midnight. That’s because the 
flight’s schedule to take-off at 
3 a.m., and you’ve a few details 
to handle. 

John W. Fink, instructor, 
checks you out on all the equip¬ 
ment and the B-36 in-flight pro¬ 
cedures you’ll need to know. 

Then, at 1 a.m., you go for the 
pre-flight briefing called for 
“zero minus two.” You find other 
crew members around the table. 
At one end is the pilot, B. A. 
Erickson, manager of flight, and 
Francis Keene, co-pilot. 

You note the target: Presque 
Isle, Maine. That’s a “fur” 
piece. About as far as you can 
go and still be in the U. S. 

After briefing, Erickson makes 
a last check on the weather. 
J. G. Parker and C. J. Driskell, 
flight engineers, check to see that 
flight dispatch has put emer¬ 
gency equipment aboard and 
enough food to feed 12 hungry 
men hot meals. Dispatch has. 

At the airplane, you find the 
piston engines rumbling, the jets 
screaming, the props churning 
the cool night air. 

You climb the ladder in the 
nose wheel well and take your 
station beside Harold Crow, de¬ 
sign group engineer, for take-off, 
securely held by your safety belt. 
In a matter of minutes the plane 



CONGRATULATIONS — FW 
Manager of Flight B. A. Erickson 
receives congratulations from J. 
T. Crosby, assistant project en¬ 
gineer, on completion of 1,000- 
hour test project. 


is poised at the end of the run¬ 
way. 

After final checks, you feel 
the plane strain forward as en¬ 
gine and prop noise reach full 
take-off power. You’re pressed 
back solid against the bulkhead. 
Now there are no more bumps 
from the concrete runway, so 
you know you’re in the air. Says 
R. R. Chapman, Philco radio 
representative: 

“It’s 3 a.m. Just like the 
man said!” 

Out of curiosity, you check 
with the Navigator-Pilot Lt. W. 
C. Edwards Jr., who tells you 
that you’re making a long, sweep¬ 
ing arc across the southern 
United States toward a point out 
over the Atlantic Ocean. There’s 
nothing to see in the darkness 
outside. So you check other mem¬ 
bers of the crew. While Flight 
Engineer Fiske Hanley is mak¬ 
ing proper engine settings and 
the like, Flight Test Engineer 
R. P. Scott is busy making rec¬ 
ords of practically everything in 
sight, analyzing performance, 
checking progress and a thousand 
and one other things. 

Radio Operator W. F. Caffrey, 
every so often, put his tele¬ 
graphic key to dotting and dash¬ 
ing. You learn that he is in al¬ 
most constant touch with Radio 
Operator W. H. Remley back at 
Convair FW, and that flight 
dispatch there is continually 
tracking progress of the flight 
on special maps. So Convair FW 
knows where you are every min¬ 
ute. 

Hours after take-off, you find 
out that the navigator was right. 
There’s the ocean. Or, at least, 
an awful lot of water. 

P. R. Hurley, control engineer, 
explains that you’re not due over 
the target until 2300 (11 p.m. 
CST), so you’ve got all day and 
part of the night to fly up and 
down the east coast. 

Now you’re hungry. You climb 
on the scooter for an 85-foot trip 
through the bomb bay section in 
the communications tunnel. There 
G. C. Tate, right-hand scanner, 
shows you how to use the grill 
to make yourself some bacon 
and scrambled eggs. At altitude, 
they taste better than at the 
Waldorf! Later, at lunch, you try 
sandwiches. 

For the first time, you notice 
that the six bunks, once much 
like World War I “army cots,” 
now are equipped with mat' 


tresses, blankets and — of all 
things—pillows! 

“Well,” you say to yourself, 
“this calls for a test. I’ve had 
plenty of sack time on those 
other bunks. Think I oughta 
put in a little time on these. 
Purely in the interest of 
science, technology and testing, 
of course.” 

When you wake up the sun is 
low in the sky, and you’re listen¬ 
ing in your earphones when you 
hear a crewman call: “Fighter 
aircraft approaching 3 o’clock 
high.” 

You think he’s kidding. But 
you look. Sure enough! There’s 
a lone fighter—and he’s heading 
straight for the plane. 

Gunners (with only film in 
their guns) go into action. The 
fighter makes a couple of passes, 
then disappears in the dusk. 

Hours later, as you fight to 
keep awake, your watch shows 
you 2345. Erickson and Lt. Ed¬ 
wards have put the plane on the 
exact course needed to bust the 
target on the nose. It’s at exact¬ 
ly the right altitude—and every¬ 
thing is ready. The hands of 
your watch creep past 2359. 
Then you hear the bombardier 
count off in the earphones: 

“Four seconds . . . three sec¬ 
onds . . . two seconds . . . bombs 
away!” 

Erickson peels the plane up 
and over in a turning climb, and 
you’re headed for home. It’s past 
midnight. Almost 24 hours since 
you took off. So you decide th ; 
calls for a bit more testing of t. 
new “combat crew effectiveness 
items. Especially the new im¬ 
provements for sack-time com¬ 
fort. 

You’re at ease in a moment, 
fully confident that your B-36 
will keep steady on the course 
for the 16 more hours before it 
will land at FW with a full 
1,000-hour flight test program 
behind it as scheduled. 

It did—and you can report: 
“Mission Accomplished!” 



“I could have had a whole win¬ 
ter wardrobe if you hadn’t spent 
all that money on income tax.” 


Test Data to Help AF 
Get Most From B-36 









































































Ice Stars Reach Perfection as Time for CRA Show Nears 



BEAUTY ON ICE—Here are a few of performers who will captivate Convair 
FW audiences during g,ay "Christmas on Ice" shows beginning next week under 
CRA sponsorship. Left to right, Ray Buchanan (Dallas skating star who will 


jitterbug on blades), Ann Patton (gold medal winner for figure skating), Melinda 
Terry, I I (current star of ice show at Adolphus hotel, Dallas), Janis Adams (winner 
of Miss Ice Capades contest who leaves in February to join that famous troupe). 
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Ice Spectacle Called Best, 
Biggest CRA Party Yet 

"Santa Cla^s and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer for 
the youngsters . . . Pretty ‘Petty Girls' for masculine eyes 
.. . . and colorful "Princes Charming" for the eyes of girls, 
misses and mamas alike . . ” 


It was H. G. Starkey talking 
about the b i g g e s t Convair 
Recreation Association party ever 
planned—the “Christmas on Ice” 
party and show to be held before 
Christmas at Will Rogers coli¬ 
seum. 

“And that’s only the begin¬ 
ning,” the CRA president went 
on. “We’ll guarantee there’ll be 
plenty to interest every member 
of every Convair FW division 
and Air Force family.” 

So that all may attend, the 
party will be given in six ses¬ 
sions: the nights of Dec. 14, 15, 
16, 17, plus afternoon parties on 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 16 
and 17. 

Starkey said that plans for the 
record-breaking party have been 
completed, and that rehearsals of 
the ice show are well under way. 

“We’ve even made arrange¬ 
ments with Santa Claus to have 


small presents on hand at the 
coliseum for every youngster who 
shows up,” said Starkey. 

The show is free, but tickets 
will be required for admission. 
Tickets were scheduled to be dis¬ 
tributed in all departments this 
week. 

The ice show is being produced 
by Texas Ice Events, Inc., and 
will star the top-ranking profes¬ 
sional and amateur ice perform¬ 
ers of the southwest. 

Among the production numbers 
will be “Santa’s North Pole Toy 
Shop,” complete with a collection 
of toy dolls that come to life, 
snow nymphs, roly-poly snow 
men and Santa’s helpers. 

A “Holiday Wedding” number 
will feature the bride and bride¬ 
groom, maid and matron of 
honor, ring bearer and flower girl 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair to Build New 
Model 240 Transport 

Production of a new model 40-passenger Convair-Liner 
commercial transport has been started by Convair, Floyd 
B. Odium, board chairman, announced last week. 

He said this action was clear refutation of the "specu¬ 
lation rumored by others that Convair intends to with¬ 
draw from the commercial transport field. 

Odium said that the Convair- 


Liner assembly line in the San 
Diego plant has been in continu¬ 
ous operation since the first 
transport was started more than 
four years ago. Military versions 
of the Convair-Liner are continu¬ 
ally rolling off the assembly line. 
Since the commercial and mili¬ 
tary types are built on the same 
basic tooling, production of the 
transports can be accomplished 
without delay. 

“Our schedules are now adjust¬ 
ed so that we can readily produce 
both commercial and military ver¬ 
sions of the plane,” Odium ex¬ 
plained. 

Among major improvements 
which will be incorporated in the 
new transport, designated model 


240-A, will be a substantial in¬ 
crease in gross weight, raising 
the maximum to 43,575 pounds 
compared with 41,790 pounds for 
the current model. 

“Because Convair strongly be¬ 
lieves in the value of turbo-prop 
applications in the commercial 
transport field in the future,” 
Odium said, “we have established 
a company policy that the basic 
structure of the new Convair- 
Liner will be designed to accom¬ 
modate properly the gas turbine 
engines when they have been 
service tested and are available 
for airline use. 

“Currently,” he added, “we are 
readying for flight America’s 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Eisht FW Dcpts. 
Reach 100 Pet. 

In Realization 

Eight Convair FW factory di¬ 
rect departments are sporting 
brand new “100 percenter” 
plaques this week. 

Six of them aren’t. 

Those that are won the plaques 
by turning on the heat in their 
B-36 production to send realiza¬ 
tion “thermometers” soaring 
above the November targets. 

The “100-per-cent-of-target,” 
departments in November were: 

Armament, Cecil McClure, gen¬ 
eral foreman. 

Sub Assembly, J. B. Seaberry, 
general foreman. 

Conversion B, of which F. A. 
Rowland was general foreman 
during November. 

Final Assembly, L. M. May- 
field and C. C. Kelley, general 
foremen. 

Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing, J. 
E. Crumbley, general foreman. 

Outer Wing Panel and Engines, 
J. E. Topliff and W. H. Tidwell, 
general foremen. 

Metal Forming, E. G. Hender¬ 
son and R. W. Lilly, general fore¬ 
men. 

Machine Shop, H. R. Mont¬ 
gomery, general foreman. 

Departments not sporting the 
new “100 percenter” plaques can 
win them in December if they 
“turn on enough heat” in their 
B-36 production drive to run the 
thermometers up. 

And the only “heat” which will 
move the realization thermome¬ 
ters up is: more standard hours 
of work accomplished for every 
hour of time spent at work. 


More Power Added 
To New Model B-36 
Now in Flight Test 

A new and more powerful model of the long-range 
B-36 bomber is now undergoing flight tests at the Fort 
Worth division of Convair, it was disclosed today. 
Designated B-36F, the new 


model is equipped with six of the 
world’s most powerful piston en¬ 
gines, in addition to four jet en¬ 
gines. Each of the piston engines 
produces 3,800 horsepower. They 
are a development of the 3,500 
horsepower engines now being in¬ 
stalled in B-36D bombers. 

Like those B-36D bombers, the 
prototype B-36F mounts its four 
jet engines in a “pod” beneath 
the outer wing panels. 

The additional horsepower pro¬ 
vided by these more powerful 
piston engines will increase the 
bomber’s performance. The Air 
Force has disclosed that top 
speed of the current model B-36D 
is “over 435 miles an hour” and 
its service ceiling “over 45,000 
feet.” 

Some of the previously an¬ 
nounced Air Force orders for 
B-36s are for the new model 
B-36Fs. 

B. A. Erickson, manager of 
Flight at Convair FW, piloted the 
B-36F on its first test flight. 

The company is also conduct¬ 
ing ground tests on one of the 
new engines, using a test stand 
made from a B-36 nacelle and 
wing section. 

The new engine, technically 
known as R-4360-53, was develop¬ 
ed by Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, 
Hartford, Conn. 


Name Band Signed 
For Holiday Dance 

Members of Convair FW 
Supervision and Convair FW 
Management Club will be guests 
of Convair at a Christmas party 
and dance Dec. 23 in the Convair 
FW cafeteria, it was announced 
this week by Ray O. Ryan, vice- 
president and FW division man¬ 
ager. 

Ray McKinley’s nationally 
known orchestra will play for 
dancing from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
A buffet style breakfast will be 
served late in the evening. 


Flight Status 
Not Far Off 
For Turboliner 

Convair’s Turboliner, turbo¬ 
prop version of the Convair- 
Liner, is nearing flight status at 
San Diego. 

The new ship, built for Allison 
Division, General Motors, will be 
the first American commercial 
turbo-prop. 

With delivery of the ship to 
Field Operations, expected this 
week, engine test runs will be 
among the first assignments with 
the plane’s first flight following 
in a week or two. 

Pilot on the first flight will be 
R. C. Loomis, SD manager of 
(Continued on page 8) 


McKay Named Supt. 

SD Field Operations 

Harry McKay, wartime chief 
of Flight and Field Operations 
at Convair’s Louisville division, 
has been named superintendent 
of Field Operations at the San 
Diego division. 


Christmas Gift Exchange Will Open 
Dec. 18 in Building on Grant's Lane 


Convair’s Christmas gift ex¬ 
change—which provides a handy 
means for Convair friends to ex¬ 
change gifts without bringing 
them inside the plant—will be 
opened Dec. 18 in the old person¬ 
nel building on Grant’s Lane. 

The gift exchange is necessary 
because security regulations pro¬ 
hibit the bringing of gifts and 
packages into the plant. 

If you plan to bring a gift to 
the plant for a friend, here’s 
what to do: 

1. Before clocking in, take the 
gift to the main entrance of the 
old personnel building on Grant’s 
Lane immediately east of the ad¬ 
ministration building. 

2. Leave the package with the 
Plant Protection guard at the ex¬ 
change window. He will give you 
a claim check as a receipt for 
your particular package. 

3. Give the claim check to your 
friend, and explain to him that 


he may pick it up at the ex¬ 
change after clocking out at end 
of the shift. 

Security regulations also pro¬ 
hibit any employee from receiv¬ 
ing personal gifts through the 
plant’s receiving department or 
the mail room. Any gifts re¬ 
ceived at those places will be sent 
to the gift exchange, and the em¬ 
ployee notified to pick them up 
at the exchange. 


FORT WORTH EDITION 
☆ ☆ ☆ 
Make Your Plans Now 
to Attend CRA Ice 
Shows Next Week 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Following 1 Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, profess¬ 
ional or administrative: 

Dept. 2: To statistical analyst A, R. J. 
Robinson. 

Dept. 4: To assistant foreman, C. A. 
Ulery, T. Y. Tyler; to estimator A, J. 
A. Smith, M. W. Jordan ; to supervisor, 
L. G. Monroe; to assistant supervisor, 

C. C. Harris. 

Dept. 6: To liaison man A, O. W. 
Ross; to field service representative A, 

K. M. Smith ; to assistant supervisor, 

G. H. Craig Jr., O. N. Shivers; to en¬ 
gineering designer A, H. T. Feldhausen ; 
to engineering designer B, J. M. Mur¬ 
phy, R. E. Dietz; to engineering draw¬ 
ing checker A, Y. 0. Hahn; to service 
engineer A. C. H. Abel Jr. ; to field 
service representative B, R. J. Carlson, 

H. R. Bissell; to stress analyst A, G. 
T. Noden ; to design group engineer, R. 
Collinsworth. 

Dept. 8: to manufacturing engineer A, 
P. L. Ondo; to assistant supervisor, J. 

D. Golden, W. Roberson ; to manufactur¬ 
ing engineer B, L. E. Nabors, M. O. 
Skinner; to industrial engineer A. L. 
H. Allison, W. T. Gibbs, W. S. Hatten, 

E. O. McArthur, J. P. Young. 

Dept. 9: To accountant A, J. C. 
Carnes. 

Dept. 11: To supervisor, E. E. Hatch¬ 
ett. 

Dept. 12: To assistant foreman, C. F. 
Emery; to general foreman, R. G. Bry- 
den. 

Dept. 20: To assistant foreman, J. D. 
Hardegree, N. J. Mauldin. 

Dept. 22: To project co-ordinator A, 
J. E. Pace Jr. 

Dept. 25: To assistant foreman, R. 
G. Norman, H. S. Smith, R. M. Combs; 
to mechanical design engineer A, E. S. 
Grilley; to procurement engineer A, F. 
Van Hooser. 

Dept. 26; To assistant supervisor, R. 
W. Taylor, to general supervisor, C. L. 
Glover. 

Dept. 27: To assistant foreman, N. 
McBride; to assistant supervisor, F. W. 
Barnes; to general supervisor, L. G. 
Daigle. 

Dept. 30: To assistant foreman, D. S. 
Oglesby, A. Moore. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, C. H. 
Sullivan Jr., T. W. Tackett, J. W. Bur¬ 
ris, J. L. Boydston, J. R. Blackburn, 

L. A. McCurry, J. D. Flowers, E. C. 
Hunnicutt; to foreman, D. O. Burch; to 
assistant general foreman, C. C. Allen. 

Dept. 43: To assistant general fore¬ 
man, W. E. Baker; to foreman, W. O. 
Malone, J. O. Muncy Jr. ; to assistant 
foreman, T. D. Wakely, W. C. Rogers. 

Dept. 44: To assistant general fore¬ 

man, W. F. Sutton; to foreman, H. B. 
Nettleton; to assistant foreman, W. T. 
Harwell. 

Dept. 45: To foreman, L. D. Hughes; 
to assistant foreman, J. D. Martin. 

Dept. 46: to assistant general fore¬ 

man, C. H. Carter. 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, W. 

W. Campbell. 

Dept. 48: To assistant general fore¬ 

man, F. W. Giles. 

Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, R. B. 
Brummitt, W. Cooper, O. V. Hignight, 

M. K. Johnston, J. T. Butler; to fore¬ 
man, C. E. Stewart; to assistant general 
foreman, H. Flower; to general foreman, 
C. C. Kelley. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foreman, M. L. 
Stanley. 

Dept. 73: To assistant foreman, F. M. 
Morrow Jr., J. E. Pruitt. 

Dept. 81: To assistant foreman, M. O. 
Murphree. 


To The Colors 

FORT WORTH 

Following are Convair FW employees 
who gave military service as reason for 
their termination: 

Dept. 4: A. F. Genery Jr.; Dept. 22, 
W. B. Wingo; Dept. 27, B. J. Burk, W. 
E. Weeden, C. A. White; Dept. 31, L. 
E. Mitchell, F. L. Haley, A. R. Blocker. 
K. W. Moore, D. L. Moad; Dept. 43, 
B. Malone, E. E. Nichols. 

Dept. 44, B. J. Medlin, B. G. Albrit¬ 
ton ; Dept. 45, R. H. Roberts; Dept. 

46, R. J. Minch, F. G. Pipkin; Dept. 

47, C. A. Wyley, K. E. Reynolds ; Dept. 

48, B. C. Burks, A. J. Bruce; Dept. 50, 
J. L. Summerhill, W. G. McCracken. 

Dept. 63, D. A. Price; Dept. 75, D. 
A. Woodcock. 

Hitchhikers 

We Want Rides! 

FORT WORTH 

S. J. Dewveall, Dept. 61, wants ride 
to and from 3140 Alta View, first shift. 
VA-9785. 

J. L. Person, Dept. 47, wants ride to 
and from Lake Worth Village (across 
from Casino), first shift. See at above 
address. 

J. T. Coffee Jr., Dept. 20-3, wants 
ride to and from 2208 Market Street, 
first shift. Ext. 2130. 

James Coffee, Dept. 31, wants ride to 
and from 2208 Market Street, third 
shift. Ext. 3288. 

Buddy Armstrong, Dept. 81, wants 
ride to and from 4505 Ohio Garden Rd., 
first shift. MA-9317 or Ext. 2246. 

We Want Riders! 

Pat Cornell, Dept. 7-1, wants four 
riders vicinity Westgate Apartments. 
ED-7225. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

HARLLEE—Marion T., Dept. 22-8, 
died Nov. 17. Survivors: wife, son, 
stepdaughter, parents, brother, three 
sisters. 

J BANES—Wesley Burrow, Dept. 61, 
died Nov. 17. Survivors: wife, two 
daughters, parents, grandfather, three 
brothers. 

SMITH—Turner Norman, Dept. 61, 
died Nov. 17. Survivors: wife. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

ARNOLD—'Son, Joe Michael, 9 lbs. 8 
ozs., born Nov. 15 to Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Arnold, Dept. 27-2. 

NALL—Daughter, Linda Sue, 10 lbs. 
12 ozs., born Nov. 12 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. H. Nall, Dept. 3-3. 

CROWELL—Son, Don, 8 lbs. 8 oz., 
born Nov. 14 to Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Crowell, Dept. 24-1. 

HOLDEN—Son, Dennis Wayne, 5 lbs. 
8 oz., born Nov. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. J. 
D. Holden, Dept. 27-1. 


“JOINS” NAVY 
Tom Fitch, for five years a 
member of Convair SD’s photo¬ 
graphic staff, left the company 
last month to accept a civilian 
position with the Navy at Inyo- 
kern, Calif. 


Roadbuilders Start Work 
on New Auto Entrance 



15 CONVAIR YEARS—J. W. Larson, right, pins new Convair 
15-year service pi non R. H. Schwarz, chief administrative engineer 
at Convair FW. Schwarz went to work with Convair at San Diego 
in 1935. Larson is Convair FW chief engineer. 

Convair Will Build New Model 
of Convair-Liner, Says Odium 


Road builders with gigantic 
earth-moving machinery are tear¬ 
ing up the turf south of the Con¬ 
vair FW assembly building as the 
first step toward construction of 
a new entrance to plant parking 
lots. 

The new roadway will connect 
the south parking lots with Clif¬ 
ford Avenue which bounds the 
plant area on the south, and will 
provide a direct route to Cherry 
Lane, main street through White 
Settlement and Liberator Village. 

Engineers estimate that as 
many as 1,500 automobiles on 
first shift and 1,500 on second 
shift may use the new road. 

“This should bring some im¬ 
provement in the traffic situation 
on Grant’s Lane and White Set¬ 
tlement Road,” said F. C. Clay¬ 
ton, plant engineer. 

Joe Adams and son, contrac¬ 
tors, are scheduled to complete 
the roadway in 21 working days 
from Nov. 27. 

“With good weather,” said 
Clayton, “the new road should be 
in use by Christmas.” 

At the same time, engineers 
were prepared to go into action 


soon on construction of an em¬ 
ployee overpass or underpass to 
connect Dept. 61’s flight line with 
the parking lot on the other side 
of Grant’s Lane. 

The passageway will permit 
flight line employees to walk to 
their automobiles without cross¬ 
ing traffic on Grant’s Lane, thus 
improving both the traffic and 
safety conditions. 

Parking places for an addi¬ 
tional 150 cars have been pro¬ 
vided by the expansion of the lot 
on west side of the plant. This 
work was completed last week, 
and the new area placed in use. 

In addition, work is scheduled 
to get under way in December on 
repair of the surface of the park¬ 
ing lots on east side of the build¬ 
ing. This also will involve a re¬ 
arrangement of the parking 
spaces to provide room for sev¬ 
eral hundred more automobiles. 

During the repair work, one- 
half of one lot will be closed the 
length of time it takes the con¬ 
tractor to do the work, after 
which the other half will be 
closed for the work. 


Ice Spectacle 
Seen as Best 
CRA Party Yet 

(Continued from page 1) 

—and Cupid, of course—all on 
ice. 

A Christmas dance on ice, 
South American style, will be 
presented by Dell Crouser and 
Harry Price in their tango rou¬ 
tine. 

Joyce Atchison will skate as 
the “Petty Girl of December, 
1950,” while Patsy Norcross will 
perform a rhythm number. Ann 
Patton and Roy Buchanan will 
demonstrate their jitterbug rou¬ 
tine on skates. 

Other performers will include 
Donald Moore in a “Ragtime 
Cowboy” number, Nancy Sapey 
in her “Christmas in Hawaii” 
Hula act, and Larry Roquemore 
and Barbara Jean Meillmeir in an 
adagio. 

Janis Adams, Fort Worth skat¬ 
ing star who has signed a con¬ 
tract to join the professional “Ice 
Capades” troupe, will star in the 
wedding scene, while eleven-year- 
old Melinda Terry, star of the 
ice revue now showing at Hotel 
Adolphus in Dallas, will perform 
in the “Fairyland on Ice” num¬ 
ber. 

Miss Patton, only Texan ever 
to win the coveted gold medal for 
outstanding performance as an 
amateur figure skater, stars in 
the “Command Performance” 
grand finale. 


FW Depts. 73 and 24 
Will Observe Xmas 
at Dancing Parties 

Two Convair FW departments 
announced plans for Christmas 
parties. 

Dept. 73 (sub assembly) folks 
will celebrate the holiday season 
with an informal dance Saturday 
night (Dec. 9) at Meadowbrook 
Country Club. Dancing will last 
from 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. with 
music by Jack Amlung’s orches¬ 
tra. 

Drawings and contests will be 
included in the evening’s enter¬ 
tainment. 

Members of the party commit¬ 
tee are Charles Davis, Irene 
Wylie and Eddie Stromer. 

The annual Dept. 24 (Tooling) 
Christmas dance will be held 
Dec. 16 in the Crystal Ballroom 
of Hotel Texas. Hourly workers 
will be guests of supervision at 
the party. 

Members of supervision will 
meet at 7 p.m. in the Cactus 
Room for an informal get-to¬ 
gether preceding the dance which 
begins at 9 p.m. and lasts until 
1 a.m. 

Jack Amlung’s orchestra will 
play for dancing. 

Party committee members in¬ 
clude G. R. Gordon, T. D. Neeley, 
W. T. Lacy, Max Weinstein, and 
A. E. Northcott. 


(Continued from page 1) 
first experimental turbo-prop 
transport, the Convair-Turboliner, 
a modified Convair-Liner being 
built for the Allison Division of 
General Motors Corporation. Two 
2,750 horsepower Allison 501 
turbo-prop engines are installed 
in the plane. Our experience with 
the Turboliner and with the Con¬ 
vair four-engine XP5Y-1 turbo¬ 
prop flying boat now being tested 
for the Navy will benefit airlines 
flying 240’s that will be subse¬ 
quently equipped with turbo-prop 
engines. 

“The outstanding success of 
approximately 175 Convair- 
Liners in flying more than two 
billion passenger miles on 15 air¬ 
lines throughout the world with¬ 
out a fatality and current re¬ 
quirements for modern twin-en¬ 
gine transports have made it im¬ 
portant to continue production of 
this plane,” Odium stated. 

This safety record, he said, is 
the best ever established by 
operators in the history of air 
transportation. All of the safety 
features included in the first 
Convair-Liner in addition to re¬ 
cent advancements in aircraft 
safety will be incorporated in the 
240-A. 

“We are going to include im¬ 
provements which will enable air¬ 
lines to earn even greater profits 
and to provide finer service,” he 
stated. “In this connection, our 
engineers have analyzed the serv¬ 
ice experience acquired with 
large Convair-Liner fleets 
throughout the world over a pe¬ 
riod of almost three years. The 
240-A, for one example of lower 
operating costs, will include an 
entirely new electrical system, 
with easily removable panels for 
economical maintenance. The 
240-A will also be equipped with 
two new Pratt & Whitney 2,400 
horsepower CB series engines. 


“Improvements in the cabin 
pressurization and air-condition¬ 
ing systems to prepare for future 
use of turbo-prop engines and 
consequent flying in comfort at 
higher altitudes will also be in¬ 
corporated.” 

Odium said the policy to con¬ 
tinue production of Convair- 
Liners was determined after con¬ 
sidering not only airline require¬ 
ments for the next few years but 
also the current tense world 
situation. “A serious shortage of 
modern twin-engine transports 
exists among many domestic and 
foreign airlines,” he stated. “Pro¬ 
duction of the new Convair- 
Liners, with the possibility of 
many more being ordered soon, 
will strengthen our national ait- 
power in the transport category.” 


FW MANAGEMENT 
CLUB JOB GOES 
TO COSTANTINO 

E. C. Costantino, Convair FW 
Dept. 31, foreman long active in 
the Convair Management Club, 
will head the organization dur¬ 
ing 1951, it was announced this 
week by Sam E. Keith Jr., after 
counting of more than 700 votes 
cast in the Nov. 28 election. 

Keith, Dept. 43 general fore¬ 
man, has held the top Manage¬ 
ment Club post for the past two 
years. 

A run-off to determine the vice- 
presidential winner was to have 
been held at the Dec. 2 Manage¬ 
ment Club meeting. Run-off can¬ 
didates were B. E. Carroll, Dept. 
43, and H. L. Wendorf, Dept. 27. 

New second shift vice-presi¬ 
dent is A. J. Combs, Dept. 45. 

Other new officers include cor¬ 
responding secretary, J. L. Bud- 
ros, Dept. 3; treasurer, B. C. 
Simmons, Dept. 9; recording sec¬ 
retary, W. A. Calvert, Dept. 22; 
board of control, F. G. Bramlett, 
Dept. 45; J. B. Brock, Dept. 12; 
R. F. Crabtree, Dept. 8; R. M. 
Gallagher, Dept. 22, and J. E. 
Massey, Dept. 73. 

New officers will be installed 
at a later management club 
meeting. 


AF FIELD OFFICE 
EXODUS BEGUN 

The Air Force FW Procure¬ 
ment Field Office was scheduled 
to move from Convair FW this 
week to new quarters in the new 
Ridglea Community Center dis¬ 
trict, providing new equipment 
and office furniture is received 
as scheduled. 

The move will take about 50 
AF men and officers under Col. 
Beverly H. Warren, chief, to of¬ 
fices on second floor of 3309 Win- 
throp, New Ridglea Theater 
building facing also on Camp 
Bowie. 

Remaining on duty at Convair 
FW will be Lt. Col. Ainsley E. 
Stuart and his staff. 
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HILLBILLY ENTERTAINERS — Hundreds of Convair FW folks 
gather in the main 50-foot aisle each Wednesday at lunch-time to 
hear fellow workers sing and play hillbilly tunes. Entertainers at this 
session are, front row, left to right, Dean Turner, Dept. 31; Carl 
Story, Dept. 22; Tommy Thomas, Dept. 46. Back row, left to right, 
Bobby Marshall, Dept. 22, and Billy Dee Shults, Dept. 73. 
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News About Your CRA 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. 0. Stripling Junior High School. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Mon¬ 
day at Rockwood Club House, 18th and Jacksboro Highway. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Plant-wide tourna¬ 
ment Dec. 9-10 at Tavener’s Playdium. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. No regular play until 

January. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Quarterly contest and 

election of officers 7:30 p.m. Dec. 18 at Fort Worth School of Photography, 

104 E. 12th. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olsen, ext. 4116. „ . , „„ 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 
11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing 

contest now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass 
at employee service section. 

FOLK DANCING—Al Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Beginners class 7:30 
to 8:15 p.m., advanced class 8:15' to 10 p.m., Dec. 14 and Dec. 28 at Recreation 
Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Register at employee 
service section for deer hunting prizes. A pair of 7x50 binoculars to be 
awarded for largest deer, field dressed, shot in Texas. Deer head mounted 
for deer with most points shot in Texas. Duck season Nov. 2—Dec 17 in Texas. 
Limit five per day, ten in possession. Limit five geese. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Ice dancing class 
7 p.m. Dec. 12 and Dec. 19 ; family skating 7 p.m. Dec. 8 at Will Rogers 
Coliseum. m .... , 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail at noon each Thursday in main 
50-foot aisle. . . ____ 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Ham radio code class 
8-9 p.m. each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday on 29,500 kilocycles. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list 
for new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—-W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners 
class 7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Dec. 11 and Dec. 18, North 
Side Recreation Bldg., 18th and Harrington St. Free plant-wide dance 8:30 
to 11:30 p.m. Dec. 30 at Recreation Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play 
discontinued until next spring. . . . A 010 „ ,,, , 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Plant¬ 
wide singles tournament now in progress. Contact departmental commissioner. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauerenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 


Advantages in CRA Like Those 
of 150,000 a Year Sports Club 


“If you knew a guy who be¬ 
longed to an exclusive outfit 
spending $50,000 a year to help 
folks enjoy themselves—but who 
didn’t take advantage of his 
membership — what would you 
think of him?” 


boat. And YOU are, too, unless 
you’re getting what you’re en¬ 
titled to under the Convair 
Recreation Association program.” 

Harvey should know. He’s 
president of Convair Recreation 
Association — better known as 


It was Harvey Starkey talking 
at Convair FW. And he con¬ 
tinued: 

“You’d say, wouldn’t you, that 
he wasn’t taking advantage of all 
his opportunities? 

“Well, we’ve got a lot of folks 
around here, who are in that 

Archery Activity 
Proposed for FW 

Interested in bows and arrows 
and bull’s eyes ? 

If you are, C. A. Davis, Con¬ 
vair FW Dept. 73, and the FW 
division Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation office want to hear 
from you. 

Davis and the CRA announced 
that an organized program of 
archery, which could involve both 
instruction and competition, can 
be established if enough persons 
are interested. All members of 
families of Convair employees 
and families of Air Force per¬ 
sonnel on duty at Convair FW 
are eligible. 

Davis may be reached at ext. 
2226. CRA office is ext. 5141. 


B-36D Color Photos 
to be Sold for 5c 

Large 13 by 10 inch full color 
pictures of the B-36D will be on 
sale at Convair FW this week, 
according to E. G. Crosier, Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association busi¬ 
ness manager at FW division. 

The pictures, made from the 
photograph reproduced in the 
October Convair Rivet, are print¬ 
ed on high quality paper, and are 
suitable for framing. 

They will be sold to employees 
at cost: 5 cents each. Employees 
may purchase the pictures by or¬ 
dering them through their depart¬ 
ment clerks. 


“CRA.” 

“We’ve got a lot of new folks 
in the plant. Maybe they don’t 
understand about CRA. Maybe 
some of our old hands don’t 
understand it so well, either. So 
let’s tell ’em. 

“Let’s remind them that each 
Convair employee—and each 
member of his immediate fam¬ 
ily living with him in his home 
—is welcome to participate in 
all CRA activities. That goes 
also for all Air Force person¬ 
nel, both military and civilian, 
on dut> at Convair FW, and 
members of their families. 

“Let’s tell ’em there aren’t any 
dues. We all support CRA activi¬ 
ties when we buy soft drinks, 
cigarettes and candy in the vend¬ 
ing machines in the plant. So all 
of us are entitled to join in. 

“Let’s tell ’em that CRA has 
28 activities going on right now. 
Everything from square dancing 
to photography, from rodeo rid¬ 
ing to stamp collecting, from 
hymn singing to barber shop 
quartets, and from hilly-billy hoe- 
down’ to concert band music. 

“If there is any appropriate 
organized activity we haven’t got, 
it’s ony because not enough Con¬ 
vair folks have let us know they 
would be interested. 

“Let’s tell ’em that all they 
have to do is look on page 3 of 
each issue of CONVAIRIETY. 
There they can find a listing of 
all the activities, along with 
what’s going on where and when. 
All they’ve got to do is show up 
and join in the fun. 

“And let’s tell ’em that if they 
don’t join in, it’s nobody’s fault 
but their own! We’d be tickled 
to have them. Let’s tell ’em. . . ” 

Okay, Harvey, okay. But if 
they want to know still more 
about CRA, they may call Gene 
Crosier, Ext. 5266, on first shift, 
or Le Roy Jarl, 5141, on second 
shift. 



CLASS PICTURE—Members of CRA children's horseback riding class at FW are shown here on 
last day of "basic training" at Forest Park stables after which they graduated to "progressive train¬ 
ing." On horseback, left to right, Mary Marg.aret McMahon, 12, Sean McMahon, II, children of 
J. F. McMahon (3-7), Justine Copold, 9, daughter of M. C. Copold (6), Kathleen Watts, 13, daugh¬ 
ter of E. H. Watts (6), Edward Brown, 14, son of Stan Brown (6), Chester Morris, 8, son of Everett 
Morris (6-4), Barbara Brown, II, Edward's sister, Floyed McCreight, 13, son of R. L. McCreight (6), 
Susan Watts, II, Kathleen's sister. Standing, left to right, Mrs. Jerry Legan, instructor, McMahon, 
Copold, Mrs. Copold, Steven Copold, 5. 


CRA Square Dancers Plan 
New Year Dance Dec. 30 


Tickets for a free CRA-spon- 
sored square dance for all Con¬ 
vair FW and Air Force families 
will be available beginning next 
Monday, Dec. 11, according to 
Ross Carney, square dance com¬ 
missioner. 

The free “New Year’s Dance” 


Dick Collier Winner 
in Handicap Singles 

Rained out Nov. 18 and 19, 
Convair SD’s second annual han¬ 
dicap singles tennis tournament 
was played off the following 
week-end with Dick Collier (Dept. 
6) defeating John Wespiser 
(Dept. 101) in the finals, 6-0, 
6 - 1 . 

In the semi-finals, Collier 
eliminated Jack Bowers (6), 6-4, 
6-2, while Wespiser defeated Dick 
McCharles, 6-4, 0-6, 8-6. Prizes 
of turkeys were awarded by CRA 
commissioner Jerry Lafave. 


will be held Saturday night, Dec. 
30 at the City Recreation Hall, 
215 W. Vickery. 

Dancing will begin at 8:30 p.m. 
and last until 11:30 p.m. “If you 
don’t dance, just come and 
watch,” says Carney. “There’ll 
be room for 2,000 spectators.” 
The dance floor will accommo¬ 
date 160 couples at one time. 

Music for dancing will be pro¬ 
vided by the “Denton Playboys,” 
with Cal Moore, Dept. 3, acting 
as master of ceremonies. Carney 
is serving as general chairman 
and together with Moore will call 
for dancing. 

Special events will include po¬ 
tato and apple peeling contests 
for both men and women and a 
“stoop dance.” Merchandise 
prizes will be awarded the win¬ 
ners. 

Free tickets for the CRA event 
may be obtained from the em¬ 
ployee services section, depart¬ 
ment clerks or from Carney. 


IN ACTION—Snapshots show 
children putting horses through 
paces. Reading from top to 
bottom, Mrs. Jerry Leg.an, in¬ 
structor, coaches Justine Copold 
in "posting"; Chester Morris and 
Floyed McCreight round ring; 
Sean McMahon astride "Tom." 


Their Skill With .22 Brings Home 
Turkeys For Six FW Shooters 


Liner Photograph 

The December Rivet, slated for 
distribution before Christmas, 
will carry a full color reproduc¬ 
tion of the Convair-Liner. 

Enough copies will be placed 
on news stands that each em¬ 
ployee may have one. Those who 
might be tempted to take two 
were reminded that they may be 
depriving others of a copy. Ad¬ 
ditional prints will be available 
through Employee Service later. 


Six Convair FW families feast¬ 
ed on turkey, duck or chicken at 
Thanksgiving dinners after the 
CRA-sponsored rifle matches 
Nov. 18. 

Seventeen sharpshooters vied 
for Thanksgiving birds in the all¬ 


bore shoot, while 19 shot for 
prizes in the “.22 shoot” at the 
Fort Worth Rifle and Pistol Club. 

Winners of the all-bore shoot 
included, first place turkey win¬ 
ner, C. E. Whalen. Dept. 25-3; 
second, a duck, H. A. Cole, Dept. 
6-4; third, a chicken, M. L. Ball, 
Dept. 4. Two of the winners 
in the all-bore competition were 
.22 marksmen using iron sights. 

First prize turkey winner in 
the .22 shoot was C. E. Bombar¬ 
dier, Dept. 27; second, a duck, 
W. W. Jaderlund, Dept. 6-4; 
third, a chicken, W. E. Garrison, 
Dept. 9-2. 


Lecture Scheduled 
For FW Radio Club 

Members of the Convair FW 
Radio Club, as well as other Con¬ 
vair and Air Force people inter¬ 
ested in radio and electronics, are 
invited to attend a special lecture 
Dec. 7 at the Y.M.C.A., Fifth and 
Lamar, according to Robert 
Raines, radio commissioner. 

The lecture, sponsored by the 
Radio Club, will be delivered by 
B. W. Griffith, Jr., chief engineer 
of Continental Electronics Manu¬ 
facturing Company, Dallas. His 
subject will be “Tank Circuit De¬ 
sign of the Elimination of Har¬ 
monics.” 


Choral Club to Sing 

Convair FW wprkers are in¬ 
vited to take part in a “Convair 
Night” Christmas carol singing 
program at 7 p.m., Dec. 20, 

around Fort Worth’s 60-foot com¬ 
munity Christmas tree in Burk 
Burnett park. 

Roy Cantrell, CRA choral com¬ 
missioner, will direct the singing. 
Members of the CRA Choral Club 
will participate. 

Convair Night will be one in a 
series of pre-Christmas events 
to be held in connection with the 
community Christmas tree. 



SHARPSHOOTERS—These FW riflemen were winners in Nov. 
18 shoot. Above are victors in all-bore contest, left to right, C. E. 
Whalen (25-3), H. A. Cole (6-4) and M. L. Ball (4). Lower photo: 
.22 champions, left to rig,ht, C. E. Bombardier (27), W. W. Jader¬ 
lund (6-4), W. E. Garrison (9-2). 
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Convair SD Fills Mission Beach Ballroom at Annual Fall Dance 
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DANCING WASN'T ALL—SD's annual fall dance sponsored by CRA was an 
evening of fun for more than 6,000 guests. Center photo shows a small section 
of crowd as viewed from balcony during award of door prizes. At left a winner 


receives his gift from CRA Commissioner Pete Beyrer with J. K. Field of Employee 
Service and Commissioner Gil Crosthwaite in background and CRA President 
Eddie Robinson at right. 





Postman Overworked 


BACK OF FOOTLIGHTS—Patricia Byllsby and Tom Royal, valued members of Old Globe the¬ 
ater group as well as of Convair SD, couldn't take everyone back stage recently when Convair 
Management Club visited theater. So they gave President Art Seemann and his wife a quick tour. 
Shown in make-up room as Actor Cleto Fracchiola gets rouged are, left to right, Pat, the Seemanns 
and Tom Royal in greeter's costume. 

Shaw to Shakespeare 

Convair Pair Lead 'Double Lives', Combine 
Airtrafting with Old Globe Theater Roles 

In the daytime Patricia Byllsby and Tom Royal inhabit 
the world of Convair. 

In the evenings they switch to another world, the 
magic one of the theater and the characters they assume 
can be—and have been—anything from Shakespeare to 
Shaw. 


Neither Pat (a micro film 
operator in Dept. 16) nor Tom 
(clerk for Dept. 632) is a 
stranger to regular audiences at 
the Old Globe theater. They have 
appeared in a majority of the 
plays during the last four years, 
in many of them with top roles 
and with distinction. 

Tom’s face is perhaps better 
known to the theater public be¬ 
cause of his regular appearance 
as greeter who starts every per¬ 
formance by entering in oid 
world costume and announcing: 

“Hark ye, gentles, hark ye 
all, time is come for curtain 
call. 

“Masqued and coutered in the 
wings, actors wait, the play’s 
the thing. 

“Storied deeds and noble 
measure, bring we now for 
your good pleasure. ...” 

Though both are well endowed 
by nature, they add to this a con¬ 
siderable degree of dramatic tal¬ 
ent. Pat has no rivals when the 


Jack White Another 
Old Globe Player 

Still another member of the 
Old Globe theater group, who 
also belongs to Convair SD, is 
Jack White of Dept. 4. 

Jack, a New Yorker, came to 
San Diego in 1940 on a visit and 
stayed. Always interested in dra¬ 
matics, he recalls playing Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln six years in a row 
during school days, because of 
likeness he bears for Civil War 
president. 

At the Old Globe Jack made 
himself so valuable in stage crew 
and house managing that he 
rarely sees the plays from out in 
front! 


role calls for Marie Wilson in¬ 
nuendo. 

“Playing at the Old Globe isn’t 
all just ‘recreation,’ ” Pat ex¬ 
plained this week. “We are vir¬ 
tually all volunteers in the Com¬ 
munity Theater and there is a lot 
more to it than being on the 
stage. Someone has to sew the 
costumes, do the make-up, shift 
the scenery.” 

And it’s a matter of long 
hours, too. Rehearsals for a play 
usually last a month, which 
means five or six nights a week. 
During a play the cast is free 
only on Monday nights. 

“The toughest time was when 
I was working ten hours and 
still doing Caught in the Act 
every night!” Tom commented. 

Pat, 5 born in Chicago, went to 
high school in Las Vegas where 
she started little theater. With 
the Old Globe she has averaged 
two or three shows a year and 
will be remembered for fine per¬ 
formances in Dream Girl, Chicken 
Every Sunday, Twelfth Night 
and both editions of Caught in 
the Act. In the latter she sang: 

“As an actress I’m a bust 
... so I play to the balcony.” 

Tom, now 23, was born in Mid¬ 
land, Tex., and was on the road 
to being a cowboy when he 
moved to San Diego. He attended 
Pt. Loma High, then started at 
San Diego State only to be called 
into the Navy for two years. He 
returned to complete his educa¬ 
tion at State and College of the 
Ozarks in Arkansas, majoring in 
speech arts. 

During the summers of 1943 
and ’44 he was with Convair in 
the parts plant and when he re¬ 
turned a few months ago quali¬ 
fied as an assembler. 


Tom’s first part with the Old 
Globe was a good one, Judah in 
Family Portrait and he went on 
to appear in many more. His 
best role, he believes, was as the 
playboy in Playboy of the West¬ 
ern World. Other vehicles in¬ 
clude Caught in the Act, both edi¬ 
tions, Junior Miss, Our Hearts 
Were Young and Gay, Taming 
of the Shrew and Romeo and 
Juliet. During the Old Globe’s 
last season he was in eight of 
the 15 shows. 

For some time it has been no 
secret that Hollywood has 
shown interest in Tom. He 
confesses there have been of¬ 
fers for screen tests but so far: 
“I’ve been too busy either with 
a show or at Convair to take 
advantage of them.” 

The fact that Tom is not ear¬ 
marked to appear in the next Old 
Globe production of Harvey may 
mean that he will have the time. 


Curious Filipinos Reply to Stamp 
Query With Deluge of Letters 


Gene Fouts, Convair FW 
stamp and coin commissioner, 
is in a tizzy. And so is the 
postman who serves the Fouts’ 
household, 5236 N. Hampshire. 

And so is the CRA Stamp 
Club that started the whole 
thing. 

It all began when Stamp 
Club members wanted to ex¬ 
change stamps with collectors 
in the Philippine Islands. Fouts 
enlisted the aid of Felix Qui- 
rino, Dept. 6, a native of the 
Philippines. 

Quirino, in turn, referred 
Fouts to his brother, Maj. Car¬ 
los Quirino in Manila. The 
brother sought to find Filipino 
collectors by inserting an ad in 
a national Filipino magazine 
asking would-be pen pals and 
collectors to write Fouts. 

Last week the deluge began. 
To date Fouts has received 240 
letters! All were from Filipino 
citizens wanting to correspond 
with Americans. The postman 
had an “achin’ back” the day 
he delivered 117 letters in one 


bundle. They have come from 
Filipinos whose ages range 
from 12 to 45. 

“Most of them just want to 
write to Americans,” says 
Fouts. “It is surprising the 
misconceptions they have of 
America.” One young doctor 
asks if there are any hospitals 
in Texas! 

“This is where Convair FW 
folks can do a good deed, by 
letting the Filipinos know what 
life in America is really like,” 
Fouts said. 

Fouts also pointed out the 
educational values to be gained 
by Convair FW children who 
correspond with children their 
own ages in foreign lands. 

Those interested in exchang¬ 
ing letters with a Filipino citi¬ 
zen may contact Fouts at LO- 
3408. Folks who promise to 
answer one of the letters will 
be given the letter. 

Then Fouts won’t have to 
answer all 240 of them him¬ 
self! 


PROBLEMS—Gene Fouts, Convair FW stamp and coin com¬ 
missioner, gets ready to answer one of 240 letters he received from 
Philippine Islands citizens. Fouts hopes Convair FW folks will help 
him with his correspondence. 


AT THE GLOBE—Members of Convair SD Management Club 
enjoyed novel evening Nov. 21 when they gathered at Old Globe 
theater in Balboa Park to see comedy "At War With the Army." 
Meeting was sponsored by Engineering and house was virtually 
filled. 


Treaty ‘Task Force' 
to Study Convair FW 

A six-man “task force” from 
the North Atlantic Treaty Or¬ 
ganization was scheduled to visit 
Convair FW division on Thurs¬ 
day, Dec. 7. 

The task force, which already 
has completed its survey of Euro¬ 
pean and Canadian plants, will 
inspect Convair FW as part of 
its study of production and sup¬ 
ply matters of the U. S. Air 
Force. 

They will be accompanied by 
Capt. M. C. Wells, according to 
word from Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand headquarters, Wright-Pat- 
terson AF Base, Dayton, Ohio. 

Members are: Herbert Han- 
cocke, chairman of the United 
Kingdom; P. N. Jansen, U. S.; 
Col. C. Alippi, Italy; Col. Nole 
Daum, France; Robert Kinkead, 
U. S.; and En Chef Gaston Four¬ 
nier, France. 
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Grateful Couple Entertain 
Wartime Benefactors at FW 


FRANCE HONORS 
LINER PILOT 

Flight of a Convair-Liner of 


Convair FW Men Draw Praise 
For Hurry-up Job on AF B-36 




You shatter us. 


CRA stands tor Convair Rec- 
,^eation Association, designed to 
iswer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 


SPARE THAT EAR DRUM—Visitors to Daingerfield Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory clap hands 
to ears in anticipation of roar during sea level burner test. Engineers and scientists viewed every 
phase of OAL work during tour. 


S. M. Langford, Convair FW 
Dept. 27-6 inspector, and his wife 
Ruth had a chance last week to 
repay—at least in part—a good 
deed of more than five years ago. 

And they went all-out when it 
came to playing host to a middle- 
aged graying couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. A. Young of Long Beach, 
Calif., who once befriended them 
in time of need. 

It was over five years ago 
when Ruth went to the west coast 
to spend a two-week furlough 
with her husband, then stationed 
in the maritime service at Cata¬ 
lina Island. When Ruth arrived 
in Long Beach, she found every 
hotel and tourist court filled. 

In desperation, she went to the 
J.S.O. and there she met Dad 
Young, who offered the young 
couple “Furlough Den” for the 
two-week stay. The only condi¬ 
tions the Youngs set down were 


that they would accept no pay, 
and the Langfords would be their 
adopted family during the fur¬ 
lough. 

“Furlough Den,” a remodeled 
tool shed in the Youngs’ back¬ 
yard, had been set aside by the 
Youngs in the late war years as 
a haven for stranded young serv¬ 
ice couples. Fame of “Furlough 
Den” spread throughout the land, 
along with the Youngs’ sympa¬ 
thetic hospitality. 

The Langfords, along with 50 
other service couples, never for¬ 
got the kind deed. Now the 
Youngs are on the last leg of an 
eight-week 10,000-mile cross¬ 
country trip renewing acquaint¬ 
ances with the couples they once 
befriended. 

They found a special welcome 
mat out at the Langfords in Fort 
Worth. “And it’ll be out any time 
the Youngs show up,” says Lang¬ 
ford. 


Forgotten Skill Returns to FW 
like Player as He Wins Contest 


When E. N. Williams came 
home from his Dept. 82 job at 
Convair FW one day last week 
and found that his wife had 
entered him in a city-wide 
ukelele playing contest, he was 
fit to be tied. 

“Hadn’t played the ukelele 
for 16 years,” said the Convair 
pattern maker, “and didn’t even 
own one.” 

But Mrs. Williams had her 
heart set on the first prize 
$750 combination television, 
radio and record player offered 
by the Fort Worth Press and 
Nicolson-Jones Motor Co. 

“That’s what you can give 


Letter to Editor 

Dear Sir: 

For the past 30 years I have 
been annoyed by oral and printed 
statements pertaining to the 
legendary vocal feats of the 
tenor, Caruso. 

Therefore, I wasn’t at all sur¬ 
prised to read in CONVAIRIETY 
of Nov. 22 about J. R. Nelson Jr. 
and the ash tray breaking epi¬ 
sode and the quote that “Caruso 
used to break glasses with his 
voice as a trick. ...” 

May I add to the above that 
Caruso never did it? 

After many years research for 
a confirmation on the vocal fable, 
the following is all I have ever 
found about the phenomenon: 

“He never shattered either a 
mirror or a wine glass with his 
voice. ...” From page 157, 
Caruso, His Life and Death by 
Dorothy Caruso, published 1945, 
Simon & Schuster. 

Another Convair first. 

—Philip Eramo, Dept. 632, SD 


me for Christmas,” she told 
Williams. 

Deciding to make the best of 
the situation, Williams borrow¬ 
ed a ukelele and practiced for 
two days. “I didn’t think I had 
a chance with this new genera¬ 
tion of ukelele players,” said 
Williams. “But my wife ex¬ 
pected me to win.” 

Williams did just that. He 
outplayed more than 40 contes¬ 
tants at the Worth theater 
with his rendition of “Twelfth 
Street Rag.” He was acclaim¬ 
ed winner in the finals Nov. 27 
and is still “surprised at the 
whole thing — never had a 
music lesson in my life.” 

Nine years ago Williams 
placed second in a national 
song writing contest. He has 
written 25 songs and also does 
oil painting in his spare time. 

Son Val, 14, seems to have 
inherited his father’s natural 
musical talent. He is a member 
of the famed “Apollo Boys’ 
choir,” and recently returned 
from a 13-state tour with the 
organization. 

This week the Williams’ are 
holding “open house.” Mrs. 
Williams, Yal, David, 5, and 
Clifford, 3, are showing off 
their new “Christmas present.” 


KLM from the Netherlands to 
France last summer, carrying 
Queen Juliana and Prince Bern- 
hard, so impressed the French 
government that the pilot, Capt. 
Jerry G. Bax, was decorated with 
the French Legion of Honor. 

Bax, who spent six months at 
Convair SD in 1948 and flew 
one of KLM’s first liners home, 
is now chief of air crew training. 

The flight was the Royal Fam¬ 
ily’s first official air visit to 
France and it was so perfectly 
timed and the airplane operated 
so efficiently that the president 
of France authorized the decora¬ 
tion, rank of chevalier. (CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, June 21, 1950.) 


LINER PILOT—Capt. Jerry G. 
Bax, KLM's chief of air crew 
training, recently decorated by 
France for flying Netherlands 
Royal Family to France in Con¬ 
vair-Liner. 


Twenty-five Convair B-36 as¬ 
semblers and other aircraftsmen 
went about their usual jobs at 
Fort Worth division today, just 
like the rest of us. 

But these 25 rightfully could 
have had an extra bounce in their 
steps from that not-to-be-equal- 
led feeling of satisfaction that 
comes to a man only after he has 
reported: “Mission accomplished.” 

Their mission: A hurry-up 
flight to Florida for a special 
beef-up job on the oil tanks of 
a B-36. The bomber was being 
readied for an Air Force long- 
range mission to Alaska. 

Their accomplishment: Com¬ 
pletion of the job in seven days 
—five days ahead of schedule. 

For their assist they earned 
themselves thanks from the Air 
Force crew. They also earned 
Convair commendations—a four- 
syllable word used to designate 
an official “thank you.” 

The commendations are written 
records that are made a part of 
permanent Convair files under 
the employees’ names. They are 
originated by an employee’s im¬ 
mediate supervisor as one of the 
ways Convair shows appreciation 
for a job well done. 

This special crew was picked 
from among employees of Dept. 
45 (Wing Sub-Assembly and 
Structure); 46 (Mating and Wing 
Components); and 48 (Fuel and 
Oil Tank Sealing); together with 
inspectors from 27-8 (Fuel and 
Oil Tank Sealing Inspection). 

All were commended by J. E. 
Crumbley, Dept. 48 general fore¬ 
man who assigned Assistant 


Engineers, Scientists, Navy Braid 
See Convair Daingerfield Tests 


Approximately 70 engineers 
and scientists from widely sepa¬ 
rated points in the U. S. and rep¬ 
resentatives from Australia, 
England and Canada converged 
on Convair Daingerfield (Ord¬ 
nance Aerophysics Laboratory), 
Nov. 15 for an extended tour. 

Almost half of the visitors 
were representatives of the U. S. 
Navy, Bureau of Ordnance, and 
Naval Ordnance Laboratory. 

Two Navy planes brought the 
delegation from Washington to 
Longview. Others arrived from 
other directions by air, train and 
bus. The trip from Longview to 


OAL required two chartered 
buses. 

During the tour which began 
at 10 a.m. and ended at 3:30 
p.m., every phase of OAL work 
was demonstrated. The visit was 
a side trip to the Aeroballistics 
Symposium held at Austin, Tex., 
and in order to get the visitors 
to Austin on time it was neces¬ 
sary to charter an extra trans¬ 
port plane. 

Ranking Naval officer present 
was Rear Adm. J. A. Snacken- 
berg, deputy chief of the Bureau 
of Ordnance. Only woman in the 
group was Mrs. Anna Etzler, 
contract division of the bureau. 


Foreman H. P. Elkins and G. T. 
Garret to head the crew. 

They also received a special 
note of thanks from Larry P. 
Rader, Convair FW Field Service 
representative. He is assigned to 
the AF B-36 which was being 
readied for the Alaska trip, and 
was on hand during the job. 

After they had been sent to 
perform a similar job at Wright- 
Patterson AF Base, Dayton, Ohio, 
the crew was flown to Eglin AF 
Base, Florida. 

“We went right to work,” said 
Elkins, “and every man stayed 
right on the job—and put out 
while he was at it.” 

Said Rader: “And they did the 
job in almost half the time every¬ 
one thought it would take.” 

Crewmen named in Convair 
commendations on this project 
were: Dept. 48: J. C. Beasley, 
F. J. Conner, O. J. Davidson, 
C. D. Cox, B. J. Drain, R. W. 
Feemster, M. C. Gray, W. F. 
Hancock, E. E. Montgomery, 
H. C. Pickins, W. D. Prichett, 
W. Ralston, T. D. Ross, R. G. 
Sampson, W. S. Steedman, 

N. R. Willingham. Dept. 46: 

O. N. Campsey, W. B. Forbes, 
L. E. Rhine. Dept. 45: J. R. 
Cunningham, C. R. Drinkard, 

P. P. Garrett, C. M. Watson. 
Dept. 27: D. L. Parker, G. D. 
Heed. 


Reservist Returns 
to SD After Hour's 
Navy Duty in Korea 

Sterling Teehan is back at 
work at Convair SD (Dept. 25) 
after as short a tour of Naval 
duty in Korean waters as there 
is in the book, totaling less than 
an hour. 

A Navy man for nearly 16 
years, Teehan went to inactive 
duty Sept. 15, 1945 as a MM1 
first class (machinist mate) and 
in Aug. of this year was among 
the first Convair SD men to be 
called back to duty. He was 
flown to Osaka, Japan, and 
thence was part of a replacement 
crew flown to a destroyer some¬ 
where off the coast of Korea. 

“I had scarcely got on board 
the destroyer before they sent me 
back to the states. Reason was 
that a regulation had just come 
through regarding those with de¬ 
pendents, releasing those with 
two or more. That included me,” 
Teehan explained. 

Teehan has three youngsters, 
Mary'Angie, 10% ; Rose Ann, 4%, 
and Stering V. Jr., 18 months. 


Rex Thomas Dies 

Rex Thomas, Convair FW 
Dept. 4-1, died in a Fort Worth 
hospital Nov. 29 after suffering 
a stroke. 

Thomas, 49, had worked at 
Convair since 1943. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife, a daughter, 
two sons, parents, three sisters, 
and five brothers. Services were 
held Dec. 1, with burial in Fort 
Worth. 



THE NAVY LANDS—Navy blue and gold were in prominence last month 
when Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory at Daingerfield, Tex. (run by Convair 
for Navy) entertained 70 visitors, almost half of them from U. S. Navy, Bureau 
of Ordnance and Naval Ordnance Laboratory. Center photo above shows one 
group on arrival by air at Longview airport. At left, during wind tunnel test, 
are, left to right: Comdr. L. G. Pooler, Comdr. Tad Stanwick, Rear Adm. J. A. 


Snackenberg, deputy chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Capt. M. R. Kelley, director 
of research division, Capt. R. L. Taylor, Lt. Col. H. C. Beaman, USAF. Photo at 
right was taken during dinner at Hilton Hotel, Longyiew. Front table, left to 
right: T. K. Ewan, Navy contracting officer at Daingerfield, Capt. Kelley, Adm, 
Snackenberg, J. E, Arnold, manager of OAL. 
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UNITED—Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Johnston (Depts. 4 and 6 SD) are 
shown in their new home. 

Publications Dept. 
Brides Wed in Yuma 

Two Service Publications 
(Dept. 6 SD) brides chose Yuma 
for their weddings recently. 

Nell Jowers and Austin Alger 
surprised their friends by being 
married there Oct. 30. Mrs. 
Alger has been with Convair for 
seven years. Her husband is 
associated with Fitch & Lane 
Optical Company in San Diego. 
They are making their home at 
2314 Avenida Altura. 

Gladys Hauk became the bride 
of Harry Johnston (Dept. 4) in 
Yuma on Nov. 18. Upon their 
return to San Diego they were 
honored at a reception given by 
the bride’s mother, Mrs. F. A. 
English. 

Mrs. Johnston has been with 
the company for five years while 
her husband only recently joined 
Convair. They are at home at 
3292 % El Cajon Blvd. 


MARRIED—Nell Jowers (Dept. 
6 SD) who recently became Mrs. 
Austin Alger. 


Dorothy Marie Horton, Convair 
FW Dept. 3-8, and John Thomas 
Franklin of Denison were mar¬ 
ried Nov. 25 in the Riverside 
Baptist Church by E. G. Crosier, 
Convair Employee Services super¬ 
visor. 

The bride wore an ivory satin 
gown with a chantilly lace yoke 
and bertha appliqued with satin 
embroidered with seed pearls. 
Her illusion veil fell from a tiara 
of seed pearls. She carried a 
Bible topped with white orchids 
and gardenias. The couple are 
vacationing this week in Florida. 


Convair FW Friends 
Honor Virginia Cox 

Twenty-two Convair FW guests 
from all departments of the plant 
gathered Nov. 16 to honor Vir¬ 
ginia Cox, Dept. 8, at a surprise 
“stork” shower. 

Hostess was Mary Pennington, 
Dept. 8, at her home, 400 Fron¬ 
tier. 

The guest of honor has worked 
at Convair for the past six and 
one-half years. For the past five 
years she has been secretary to 
D. J. Clow, chief industrial engi¬ 
neer. 

Dept. 8 also presented Virginia 
going-away presents on her last 
day at Convair, Nov. 17. 


R. T. Riding Joins SD 
Newlywed Ranks 

Robert T. Riding (Dept. 4-3 
SD), joined the ranks of Convair 
newlyweds, Nov. 18, when he 
claimed Marjorie Merritt as his 
bride. 

A reception for the young 
couple was given by the bride’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Merritt, at their home in Lake¬ 
side on Thanksgiving Day. Mr. 
and Mrs. Riding are residing at 
5305 Custer Street, San Diego. 
The groom has been with Convair 
three years. 


Ice Skating Leads to 
Matrimony at FW 

Turns around the ice arena at 
CRA ice skating sessions proved 
to be the road to matrimony for 
one Convair FW couple, Jimmie 
Cunningham, Dept. 11-4, and 
T. G. Piercy, Dept. 6-1. 

The couple were married Oct. 
21 after meeting at a June CRA 
ice skating session. The double 
ring ceremony was performed at 
the Church of Christ in Arkadel- 
phia, Ark. After a wedding trip 
to Washington, D. C., and New 
York City, the Piercys are at 
home at 1712 Frederick in Fort 
Worth. 

The bride came to work at Con¬ 
vair in 1949, while the groom has 
three years’ service with the com¬ 
pany. 




CRA ROMANCE—T. S. Piercy and his bride, the former Jimmie 
Cunningham, both Convair FW, met at a CRA ice-skating session. 
They were married Oct. 21. 


ALL-CONVAIR—Both princi¬ 
pals and attendants were from 
Convair SD when Bonnie Ford 
and Thomas Stalnaker married 
recently. — Photo by Geoffrey 
Stormson, Dept. 633 SD. 

Bonnie Ford Weds 
Thomas Stalnaker 

It was an all-Convair wedding 
party Sunday, Nov. 26, when 

Thomas Stalnaker (Dept. 632 
SD) and Bonnie Ford (Dept. 22 
SD) were married in the Fair- 
mount Baptist Church, San Diego. 
They were attended by John 

Parker (Dept. 632) and Iona 

Olsen (Dept. 365). 

After a short honeymoon in 
the Laguna Mountains Mr. and 
Mrs. Stalnaker returned to 4614 
Idaho Street, where they will 

make their home. 


Doris Dutton Now 
Mrs. C. M. Charroux 

Two Convair FW second shift 
workers, Doris Dutton and C. M. 
Charroux, both Dept. 73, were 
married Nov. 4 in a Weatherford, 
Tex., ceremony. 

A reception was held after the 
wedding at the home of the bride¬ 
groom’s parents in Weatherford. 

O. L. Taylor, Dept. 61, is the 
father of the bride. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charroux are 
making their new home at 8200 
Raymond Street in Fort Worth. 


BRIDE AND GROOM—A 
Convair FW couple, Al W. Wen¬ 
zel, Dept. 12-2, and Rosie Jami¬ 
son, Dept. 73, were married in a 
recent ceremony in Fort Worth. 

Double Ring Service 
Unites FW Couple 

Rosie Jamison, Convair FW 
Dept. 73, second shift, and Al 
W. Wenzel, Dept. 12-2, third 
shift, were married in a formal 
double ring ceremony Nov. 12 
at the Rosen Heights Baptist 
Church. 

Attending the bride were Hedy 
“Vicki” Pfister, Helen Wade, and 
Mildred Johnson with Lera 
Toomer presiding at the bride’s 
book. All work in Dept. 73. 

The bride wore a pink slipper 
satin floor length gown with an 
illusion veil. She carried a white 
Bible topped with an orchid. 

Brant H. Taylor, Dept. 27, first 
shift, attended the groom. Ushers 
were Bruno Musik, Dept. 61, and 
John Zambrouski, Dept. 50. 


If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 


CRASHES NOY. 17 

Three Convair FW workers 
were fatally injured in automo¬ 
bile accidents Nov. 17. 

Turner Norman Smith and 
Wesley Burrow Jeanes, both 
Dept. 61, died of injuries suf¬ 
fered as they were returning to 
their homes after their third shift 
jobs at the plant. Jeanes’ car 
veered off the highway near 
Denton Creek Bridge and over¬ 
turned after falling down an em¬ 
bankment. 

Marion T. Harllee Jr., 26-year- 
old shortage follow-up man in 
Dept. 22-8, was fatally injured 
near Boyd in an auto truck col¬ 
lision in which seven other per¬ 
sons were injured. 

Smith, 27, a resident of Au¬ 
brey, is survived by his wife. He 
came to work at Convair in Aug. 
Burial was Nov. 20 in Oakwood. 

Jeanes, 23, a resident of Den¬ 
ton, had worked at Convair for 
the past four years. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife, two daughters, 
parents, grandfather and three 
brothers. Services and burial 
were Nov. 20 in Allen Cemetery, 
Collin County. 

Harllee, a Convair worker since 
1947, and a resident of Fort 
Worth, is survived by his wife, 
son, stepdaughter, parents, 
brother, three sisters. Burial was 
Nov. 20 in Fort Worth. 


Hoover With 22 Wins 
Captures Convair SD 
Badminton Tourney 

Skill and ability combined last 
week to give the Hoover team an 
impressive victory in the annual 
badminton league competition 
sponsored by CRA at Convair 
SD. 

Hoover, captained by Dick Ap- 
plin, cinched the title last Wed¬ 
nesday night by defeating Pt. 
Loma, climaxing CRA’s most suc¬ 
cessful team event. The winners 
chalked up a total of 22 wins and 
eight losses, as compared to 13 
wins, 17 losses for the nearest 
competitors, Balboa and Pt. 
Loma, which tied for second 
place. 

Each member of the winning 
team received a dozen shuttles. 


Brothers Honored 
For 25-Year Service 

Twenty-five years’ service 
building Convair craft was recog¬ 
nized this week at FW division 
when two brothers were awarded 
their service pins. 

E. L. Minch, assistant super¬ 
visor of Tool Design (24-1), re¬ 
ceived his 15-year pin from A. P. 
Higgins, chief tool engineer. 

At the same time, his brother, 
E. V. Minch, received his 10-year 
pin from L. L. Tuttle, superin¬ 
tendent of Major Assembly. The 
10-year man is an assistant fore¬ 
man in Mating and Wing Com¬ 
ponents (46). 

E. L. joined Convair in 1935 
shortly after the company trans¬ 
ferred its operations from Buf¬ 
falo, N. Y., to San Diego. He 
transferred to FW division in 
1942. 

E. V. first worked at San Diego 
in 1940, worked at FW division 
1945-’46, transferred back to San 
Diego, and returned again to FW 
in March this year. 


Ruth Shetter Weds, 
Goes on Honeymoon 

Ruth Shetter, Convair FW 
Dept. 11-5 and Guy E. Kelley of 
Fort Worth were wed in a double 
ring ceremony Nov. 11 at the 
Keller Methodist Church, Keller, 
Tex., the groom’s home town. 

Following, the informal wed¬ 
ding a reception was held in the 
annex of the church. After a 
wedding trip to Old Mexico and 
South Texas, the Kelleys are at 
home in Fort Worth at 512 Fair- 
view. 


HIGH REACH —Eight arms 
reach for ball in Convair FW 
basketball practice game at W. 
C. Stripling junior high school. 
In front, left to right, C. W. 
Chumbley, Dept. 14-1, and Jack 
Evett, Dept. 47. 

FW Cage Squads 
to Open Season 

Convair FW basketball squads 
were scheduled to take to the 
courts this week with the official 
opening of the season tonight 
(Dec. 6). Schedules had not been 
worked out at press time. 

Team managers have been an¬ 
nounced by CRA basketball com¬ 
missioner Ed Tucknies. 

Intra-plant managers include: 
E. W. Jackson, for Depts. 44 and 
45; B. D. Wright, Dept. 47; Hu¬ 
bert Goodspeed, Depts. 30 and 31; 
J. D. Peacock, Dept. 50; J. T. 
Davidson, Dept. 14-2, and Frank 
Keilenday, Dept. 6. 

Managing city league teams 
will be R. Stelding and Coy Per¬ 
kins. R. L. Johnson will direct 
girls’ team play. Second shift 
teams will be headed by J. E. 
McBride. 


Deer Hunter Daniel 
Sets Speed Record 

When E. C. Daniel goes deer 
hunting, he doesn’t waste any 
time. 

Daniel, fire department captain 
at Convair FW, left his home at 
3:30 a.m., Nov. 20, and vowed to 
return before nightfall with a 
deer. 

His destination was Cherokee, 
Tex., approximately 180 miles 


RECORD HUNT—E. C. Dan¬ 
iel, fire department captain at 
Convair FW, and his deer. 

from Forth Worth. A few min¬ 
utes after his arrival in Chero¬ 
kee, he spotted an eight-point 
buck, took aim and hit his target. 
Time: only five hours and 50 
minutes after leaving his home 
in Fort Worth, 180 miles away! 

“The 90-pounder may be too 
small to win the CRA deer hunt¬ 
ing contest,” says Daniel, “but 
I’ll bet no one got one in any 
less elapsed time after leaving 
home!” 


THREE FROM FW 
FATALLY HURT IN 


Newlyweds Spend 
Florida Vacation 
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Toppling Pins Bring Thanksgiving Turkeys to Accurate Fort Worth Keglers 




TURKEYS GALORE—Gobblers were g.obbling all over the place at FW when 
winners of CRA-sponsored bowling sweepstakes collected their prizes. Left above 
ire members of Convair Classic League, back row, left to right, W. A. Klabunde 
12) W. C Vore (47), W. C. Henderson (82), H. C. Hagerman (8), R. C. Hakes 
(6-4). Front row, G. Pringle (24-8), W. W. Hill (6-1), Tony Hren (16), H. G. 
Starkey (24). Center photo shows Madge Thomas (24-1), and M arjorie Jones, 


wife of Norvall Jones (24-1), ladies' league winners. Photo at right shows 740 
League winners, back row, left to right, E. F. Fielder (27-4), H. A. Dunlavy (6-5), 
Johnye Herbert (6-5), O. R. Morgan (30), front row, C. H. Bussey (6-4), E. C. 
Constantino (31), Stanley Taterevich (48), J. Dowell (30). Not present for picture 
was Fred Mohr (6-5). 





FW Bowlers Compete 
For $700 in Awards 


Hundreds of Convair FW keg¬ 
lers will take to the bowling 
lanes Saturday and Sunday (Dec. 
9-10) in the first annual plant¬ 
wide Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion bowling tournament at Tave¬ 
ner’s Playdium. 

One of the biggest entry lists 
in history of Fort Worth bowling 


has been signed for the tourney, 
according to H. G. Starkey, bowl¬ 
ing commissioner and CRA presi¬ 
dent. They will compete for $700 
worth of prizes and trophies. 

Thirty-two five-man teams will 
bowl in the opening event Satur¬ 
day. Sixty doubles and 124 sin¬ 
gles entrants will take to the 
lanes Sunday. 

The tournament is officially 
sanctioned by the American Bowl¬ 
ing Congress and will be operated 
in accordance with A.B.C. rules. 

Directing the Convair tourna¬ 
ment is J. W. Johnson, Dept. 6-2. 
Convair spectators are invited to 
watch the matches free of charge. 

Scorekeepers are needed for 
the tournament, according to 
Johnson. Those interested may 
contact Johnson at Ext. 3136 or 
Starkey, Ext. 6242. 


STILL BITING — Last month 
M. K. Taylor (Dept. 62 at Con¬ 
vair - operated Ordnance Aero- 
physics Laboratory, Daing.erfield, 
Tex.) bought a new lure and 
during evening shift lunch period 
he hurried to Lake Ellison at 
\plant site for a try-out. On third 
feast he caught this 19^-inch 
large mouth bass, thus proving 
lure's quality as well as fact 
Daingerfield bass are still biting! 


Runge Challenger 
For Washer Crown 

H. A. Runge was spending his 
lunch periods “in training” at 
Convair FW this week. He meets 
the plant’s champion washer 
pitcher, Wesley Gowins, Thurs¬ 
day. 

Runge, Dept. 43, Block 4 win¬ 
ner, won his playoff match 
against L. E. Seelye, 27-1, block 
3 winner, and a chance to take 
on the plant champion, who enter¬ 
ed from Dept. 82. 

Hugh Pennington, CRA washer 
pitching commissioner, said that 
the plant championship match 
will begin shortly after the 11 
a.m. factory lunch period whistle 
on Thursday, Dec. 7. It will be 
held in the 50-foot aisle near the 
parts plant office so that spec¬ 
tators may watch. 


Turkey Shoot Set 
For Dec. U at FW 

CRA will award two turkeys, 
two ducks, and two chickens in a 
Christmas “turkey shoot,” Dec. 
16, at the Forth Worth rifle and 
pistol club. 

A first prize turkey, second 
prize duck and third prize chick¬ 
en, will be awarded winners in 
two events: an all-bore match, 
and a .22 contest (iron sight). 
Matches will get under way at 
1:30 p.m. 

Convair FW and Air Force em¬ 
ployees on duty at Convair may 
register for the shoot at the Em¬ 
ployee Services section. 


Close Contest 
Marks Bowling 
League at SD 

Alley Cats and Termites were 
tied this week with 23 wins and 
13 losses in the Convair SD 
Mixed Handicap bowling league. 
However, the leaders were close¬ 
ly pressed by at least a half 
dozen other teams, all in conten¬ 
tion. 

Jim Hayman, assistant CRA 
commissioner, said the league has 
five weeks more to go until the 
end of first half play, at which 
time a winner will be determined 
and the league will start over 
again. At the end of the season 
winners of first and second half 
competition will meet each other 
for the title of champion as well 
as trophies. 

The league plays every Wed¬ 
nesday evening at Pacific Recrea¬ 
tion. Standings are: 

Team W t 

Alley Cats .—. 23 13 

Termites . 23 13 

Do or Die . 21 15 

Mixmaster .—.-.—- 20 16 

Outcasts . 19 17 

Mighty Five .-. 19 17 

Belladonnas .-... 19 17 

Hot Shots . 18 J8 

Navigators .-.. 17 19 

Wolf Pack .-. 17 19 

Ramp Rats ...... 17 19 

Sparkers .— 15 21 

Speculators ---.. 13 23 

The Cubs . H 25 

Highlight of Nov. 29 action was when 
Erma Taylor, member of Outcasts, pick¬ 
ed up the 3-10-4-7 split, a feat that not 
too many men bowlers can boast.) 


STAND-OUTS—John Bergstrom, 1950 table tennis champion of 
Convair SD, looks out from framework of a paddle. Winners of 
doubles crown, Bob Saley and Lester Craig, are shown below. 


This Friday to be Deadline at SD 
For Entering Horseshoe Tourney 


FW Bowling 

MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 
Team W 

Optimists ...... 19 

Two-Some . 17 

Buckeye .. 17 

Mr. and Mrs.-. 15 

Seven-Ten . 15 

Super-Poopers . 13 

Alley Cats . 12 

Hot Rods . 11 


Lucky Strike 

Jayhawkers . 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

Team 

Veal .... 

Bill Harris Insurance Co....—... 

Juniors —. 

Southwest Trophy .-. 27 21 

Daiches Jewelers . 26 22 

Bob Fulghum Humble Oil . 23 25 

Firestone Tires .-. 16 32 

Sam Watson Humble Service.... 13 


35 


SPIKED BULL—C. D. Monds 
(Dept. 115 SD) crouches beside 
bull elk he shot near Durango, 
Colo., in October. Party of four 
from San Diegp made trip in 
ex-Army truck equipped <vith 
spring mattress in back, two 
driving and two sleeping. Total 
bag: nine deer, one elk. 


This Friday will be deadline for 
signing up to compete in the an¬ 
nual Convair SD plant horseshoe 
championship, CRA commissioner 
Bill Gilchrist announced. 

’’Register either with me on 
ext. 403 during the first shift, or 
with Kurt Klein on ext. 523 for 
the second shift,” Gilchrist said. 
“Contestants, considered cham¬ 
pions of their departments, will 


Bill Dittmann Leads Field in November 
Pistol Shooting Among SD Marksmen 


Bill Dittmann (Dept. 6 SD) led 
Convair SD class A marksmen 
over both the .22 police course 
and the 20 shot center fire dur¬ 
ing November, registering 292 
in the first category and 178 in 
the latter. 

Jim Half acre was tops over the 


police course for class B with 
280 while Russ Morrisette was 
first for class B in the center fire 
with 165. Class C marksmen fol¬ 
lowed Gerald Marcello’s 245 in 
the police shoot while Irvin Mair- 
son was tops in the center fire 
with 136. 


be matched against each other 
until we determine the first shift 
champ and the second shift 
champ and ultimately the best 
player in the plant.” 

Gilchrist indicated that suit¬ 
able trophies have been arranged 
for contestants. Pairings will be 
posted some time next week with 
matches to be played during 
lunch hours or rest periods. Dur¬ 
ing the “sudden death” rounds 
matches will be best two games 
out of three. The finals will be 
played at best three games out of 
five. 

Among those who have signed 
up already are R. R. Lamberson, 
member of last year’s winning 
doubles team, Myron Blackburn 
(Dept. 22), Archie Sterling (212), 
Harold Roser (360), Eugene 
Emerson, W. D. White (102), and 
John Lauber (22). 


740 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Dundee .-. 32 12 

Wynn’s Oil . 30 14 

Team, No. 2. 25 19 

I.A.M. 24 20 

Rodeo Shop .--. 24 20 

Malt Shop ...-. 23 21 


Team No. 11 

Team No. 10 . 

J. J. Parks . 

Old Plantation .. 

Team No. 7 .. 

Team No. 4 . 


675 LEAGUE 

Team 

Majestic Reproduction 


Writers . 28 

Industrial Engineers . 22 

Wood Mill . 19 

Accounting . 17 

Contracts .. 16 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 16 


17 27 

16 28 
10 34 

W L 

28 12 
12 
16 
21 

23 

24 
24 

Tooling .—.-. 14 26 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 
Team W L 

Jetomics . 31 13 

Trouble Shooters .-.— 29 15 

Jug Heads .-. 26 18 

Hard Heads . 24 20 

Atomizers .— 24 20 

Wing Dings —. 24 20 

Z-ions . 23 21 

Wemist —. 23 21 

Abra Cadabras . 20 24 

Friendly Five . 20 24 

Drag Counts .-. 20 24 

Po Slokes .-. 19 25 

Hecklers —.-. 18 26 

Hedge Hoppers -- 18 26 

Framers ...-..—-- 17 27 

Honey Pots ...—.—•——— 16 28 
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B-36 Coes to Firing Line at San Diego to Feel Out New Weapons 


7 m I ftSr.ji au 


A MATTER OF SECONDS—Arrow in left hand picture points to two 20-mm. 
cannon in nose of B-36 during firing. For test, each gun fired 50 rounds and 


shooting, was over almost before it started. Shots left only a thin haze of smoke, 
scarcely visible. At right, empty shell belt is removed after firing. 


DOUBLY SURE—As a safety measure to be positive guns remain 
on target area, iron "restricter" circles barrels during test run. 
Crew men pose beside one of B-36's eight turrets. They fire by 
remote control. 


Engine Runs and Taxi Tests Ahead 
For New Turboliner at San Diego 


(Continued from page 1) 
Inspection and Flight, who has 
been co-pilot on Convair’s other 
turbo-prop project, the XP5Y-1 
flying boat. Named for the co¬ 
pilot post is Don Germeraad, who 
probably will continue with the 
plane during the entire flight 
program. 

“Flight testing will involve 
substantially more with this 
airplane than with the conven¬ 
tional Convair-Liner,” Loomis 
remarked. “The first half day 
probably will be devoted en¬ 
tirely to taxi runs.” 

Loomis estimated that the 35 
hours scheduled for flying may 
require a couple of months. 

Flight engineer on the initial 
hop will be B. B. Gray with Wil¬ 
liam Fox and William Chana as 
flight test engineers, all veterans 
of the Convair-Liner program. 

Germeraad, a former Navy 
pilot who flew first with the 
ferry command and later covered 
the Pacific for two years with 
Naval Air Transport Service, 
joined Convair in July, 1946, as 
a pilot and took a leave of ab¬ 


sence in the summer of 1948. He 
went to M.I.T. on an engineering 
scholarship arranged through the 
company and completed his edu¬ 
cation, graduating with a B.S. de¬ 
gree in aeronautical engineering. 
He returned to Flight SD in July 
of this year and since then has 
been groomed for the turboliner 
job, getting experience in the 
XP5Y-1 as co-pilot. 


Turrets Harmlessly Pour 800 Rounds 
Into Backstop of Sand and Earth 


A B-36D last month fired the first shots heard at Lind¬ 
bergh Field since war days. 

The bursts, totaling some 800 rounds of ammunition, 
sprayed lead into the recently built gun butt on the west 
side of the field, virtually unnoticed except for a cluster 
of crew men and a few scattered spectators. 

The fusillade was scarcely aud¬ 
ible from Harbor Drive and was 
only a faint rat-a-tat from the 
other side of the field. It was the 
first such firing since World War 
II days when B-24s were simi¬ 
larly tested in another gun butt 
adjacent to the field. 

Although the bursts them¬ 
selves lasted only a matter of 
seconds, they were a climax to 
many hours of careful labor 
for members of Dept. 375 SD 
(Electronics and Armament), 
ranging from reassembly of 
turrets and control instruments 


in the “gun room” in building 
4 to final installation in the 
airplane. 

“The job isn’t done yet, by a 
long shot,” F. H. McLaughlin, 
general foreman, who was in 
charge of the firing, declared. 
“After the firing the guns were 
cleaned daily for three days and 
then began the task of disassem¬ 
bly to find out if there had been 
any wear or weakness not notice¬ 
able in performance tests.” 

Even then, however, the job 
will not be done. Yet to be per¬ 
formed are aerial firing tests 


assk 


AT THE ROSE—First B-36 modernized at SD into D model is 
shown at compass rose undergoing checks. 


when the ship flies. These, of 
course, will be conducted at some 
remote military firing area. 

The airplane (first B-36 mod¬ 
ernized at SD into a D model) 
made its first stop at the com¬ 
pass rose after leaving the plant. 
This is located on the east side 
of Lindbergh Field. Here the com¬ 
passes were checked and gun tur¬ 
rets “harmonized” to be sure they 
were in perfect coordination with 
remote control apparatus. 

Then the ship was towed by 
tractor across the field to the 
new gun butt, a big “backstop” 
of lumber, sand and earth, into 
which bullets can be fired with¬ 
out danger. Actual firing began 
shortly after 9 a.m., Nov. 21. One 
by one the eight turrets (each 
carrying twin 20 mm cannon) 
were tried out. 

“Our first steps at the gun 
butt were sighting in the guns 
and then locking them in posi¬ 
tion. As an added safety meas¬ 
ure, an iron ‘restricter’ circled 
the gun muzzles to be sure 
they fired into the target 
area,” Foreman D. E. Palumbo, 
explained. 

When ready, the ammunition 
belts were put in place and key 
men took their positions. (Live 
ammunition is kept in sealed 
cans and brought out only at the 
proper moment.) Key men in the 
test firing operation are the 
“gunner,” who actually sets the 
guns to shooting, a man at a 
safety switch who can halt the 
operation immediately if not 
satisfied, and one man outside 
the ship who gives the word to 
fire when certain that all is clear. 
All three are in communication 
with each other by telephone. 

During the Nov. 21 tests, O. G. 
Robson and E. L. Leland alter¬ 
nated as gunners and handling 


the safety switch, while assistant 
foreman M. B. Fuhrmann was 
the man on the ground. 

Actual firing was in bursts of 
15 to 25 shots each. As soon as 
the required number of shots had 
been fired (50 for each gun) the 
plane was moved to bring an¬ 
other turret to bear and the 
operation was repeated. Regula¬ 
tions require that the shots go 
off without a malfunction and if 
there is trouble crews must start 
all over again in firing the re¬ 
quired 50. In the case of the 
first B-36D to fire at SD, no such 
re-shoot was necessary. 

The entire firing operation was 
completed on Nov. 21 and the 
ship was turned over to Field 
Operations to be readied for 
flight. 


A TWENTY — Shown beside 
pencil is a dummy 20 mm shell, 
used to fill out ammunition belts 
when only a certain amount of 
live ammunition is required for 
testing. 


structure of wood, earth and sand into which 20-mm. cannon splattered lead. 
Lindbergh Field runways in foreground. 


RAT-A-TAT—First B-36 to undergo modernization at SD is shown in gun butt 
off Lindbergh Field as it tried out guns for first time. Note specially built 
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TASK FORCE—When a five-man task force from North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization visited Convair FW recently, they were greeted 
by Col. B. H. Warren, chief of Fort Worth Air Force Procurement 
Field Office, and A. C. Esenwein, Convair FW division manager. 
Left to right, Herbert Hancocke (Great Britain, chairman), Gaston 
Fournier (France), Col. Warren, Esenwein, Col. Noel Daum (France). 
Out of camera range were Robert Kinkead (U.S.), and Col. Carlo 
Alippi (Italy). Group discussed production techniques and toured 
plant. 

Ryan New Manufacturing VP With 
Esenwein Named Div. Manager 

In a move described as preparing Convair “for a sub¬ 
stantially expanded program” in view of the international 
situation, LaMotte T. Cohu, company president, early this 
month announced: 


FW ’ Realization ' 
Road Rougher 
as Goals Climb 

(Photos on page 2.) 

With December goals 
harder to reach, Convair 
FW factory direct depart¬ 
ments are finding the road 
to increased B-36 production 
steeper and rougher. 

But despite higher realization 
targets, five departments in the 
100 per center campaign already 
were operating at or above their 
December goals at the end of the 
second period of the month. They 
were: 

Metal Forming, Dept. 31, E. 

G. Henderson and R. W. Lilly, 
general foremen. 

Outer Panel and Engines, 
Dept. 47, J. E. Topliff and W. 

H. C ovett, general foremen. 

Conversion, Dept. 63, Odell 

Story, foreman. 

Electronics, Dept. 75, G. W. 
Righter, general foreman. 

Armament, Dept. 76, Cecil 
McClure, general foreman. 

All five of the departments 
were among the nine departments 
which made their November tar¬ 
gets and won plaques recognizing 
them as 100 per centers. 

Electronics Department was 
added to the November 100 per 
center list after a recheck of fig¬ 
ures showed that it had achieved 
a higher realization figure than 
originally announced. 

Plant-wide average realization 
at end of the second period in 
December was slightly above the 
November period—and again was 
the highest reached so far in pro¬ 
duction of the current B-36 Model 
D aircraft. 

The “realization” figure is a 
measure of production effective¬ 
ness in the manufacture of B-36s. 
It is expressed as a percentage 
based on the amount of actual 
work accomplished as compared 
to the work normally expected 
from an equal number of well- 
trained conscientious producers. 


Two Orchestras to 
Play for FW Party 

A second orchestra has been 
engaged to play at Convair FW’s 
Christmas party for Supervision 
and Convair Management Club 
members Dec. 23 in the Convair 
FW cafeteria. 

Red Woodward’s orchestra will 
play for dancing in addition to 
Ray McKinley’s orchestra. 

Woodward’s and McKinley’s 
orchestras will furnish music 
•urn x ox *urd 8 uiojj Xjsnonuixuoo 
Rhumbas and a Dixie Swing 
Quintet are featured with Wood¬ 
ward’s band. 

Guests will be served a buffet 
stye breakfast late in the eve¬ 
ning. 


Promotion of Ray O. Ryan, 
vice-president and FW division 
manager, to vice-president of 
manufacturing attached to the 
executive staff at San Diego. 

Appointment of August C. 
Esenwein to succeed Ryan as 
FW division manager. Esen¬ 
wein had served as assistant 
division manager at FW since 
Sept. 8. He will report to Cohu. 

Esenwein joined Convair at San 
Diego Aug. 9 as assistant to 
K. F. Leaman, division manager, 
and was sent to Fort Worth less 
than a month later. He is a 
former general manager of the 
Piper Aircraft Corp. and from 
1946 to 1949 served as executive 
vice-president and general man¬ 
ager of Aviation Maintenance 
Corp., Van Nuys, Calif. Imme¬ 
diately prior to coming to Con¬ 
vair he was a consulting engi¬ 
neer for Koldweld Corp. of New 
York City. 

From 1942 to 1946 Esenwein 
was with the Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand of the Air Force, attaining 
the rank of lieutenant colonel. 
Before entering the service he 
had been a fixed base operator in 
Buffalo, N. Y., a liaison engineer 
with Curtiss-Wright Corp, and 
manager of Fabricators, Inc. of 
Erie, Pa., aircraft tool manufac¬ 
turers. 

Ryan, who was intimately as¬ 
sociated with the B-36 program 
since 1944, took full charge of 
B-36 production in September, 
1948. For two years he was 
superintendent of the experimen¬ 
tal factory at FW which at that 
time was engaged in building the 
XB-36, experimental model of the 


ships now in full production. 
Later he was made assistant divi¬ 
sion manager, holding that post 
for two years, and Sept. 15, 1948 
was named division manager. 

Ryan was named a Convair 
vice-president Sept. 26, 1949, and 
until this month continued as FW 
division manager. 



CUPID ON ICE—One of sev¬ 
eral Convair FW youngsters who 
brought down house at Christ¬ 
mas party was five - year-old 
Glenna Carter, daughter of Glen 
Carter, Dept. 6, and Mrs. Carter. 


Two Extra 

Performances 

Required 

Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation’s recor d-breaking 
eight-performance “Christ¬ 
mas on Ice” party and show 
at Will Rogers coliseum was 
playing to full houses and 
at press-time appeared head¬ 
ed for a total attendance 
figure of 60,000 people. 

FW Division Convair and Air 
Force youngsters were taking 
home 25,000 presents from Santa 
Claus—pocket knives, toys, cos¬ 
tume jewelry, fountain pens, 
cologne, and other gifts which 
please the youngsters. 

And all took home with them 
glowing memories. . . . 

Papa probably remembered the 
closing number: beautiful Ann 
Patton’s “Command Perform¬ 
ance” in the glittering gold 
shorts and bra costume, or Nancy 
Sapey’s “Hula on Ice.” 

Mama probably recalls Harry 
Price as the romantic groom in 
“Wedding Belles,” or Roy Buch¬ 
anan as the “Debonaire Man 
About Town.” 

And the youngsters: they won’t 
forget the red-nosed B-36 leading 
Santa’s reindeers across the 
beautiful CRA backdrop . . . nor 
the ice-skating elephants . . . 

The party was given by CRA 
from its portion of profits from 
vending machine sales in the 
plant. There were six night per¬ 
formances Dec. 14 through Dec. 
19 plus two matinee perform¬ 
ances, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 
16-17. 

Only six performances were 
scheduled originally, but demand 
for tickets was so great that 
CRA at last minute arranged for 
two additional performances, ac¬ 
cording to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president. 

Show arrangements were han¬ 
dled by a special CRA committee. 
Fred Bates, CRA ice skating 
commissioner, served as general 
chairman. Other committee mem¬ 
bers were: Finn Wahl, tickets; 
Fred Foster, ushers; Walter 
Bradley, presents; Hank Wen- 
dorf, decorations; and Bob Voll- 
mer, publicity. 

For the show itself, CRA con¬ 
tracted with Texas Ice Events, 
Inc., which produced the show 
with a combination of both pro¬ 
fessional and amateur talent. 
Santa’s presents for the young¬ 
sters were arranged by CRA. 

Supervision in seven depart¬ 
ments provided free and volun¬ 
tary services as ushers at the 
show, according to Foster. Usher 
captains, and the departments 
which supplied the ushers were: 
E. C. Costantino, W. L. Graham, 
Dept. 31; John Klovstad, Dept. 
24; J. J. De Sensi, Dept. 47; 
D. A. Bennett, Dept. 22; C. Houp, 
Dept. 46; George Eyster. Depr. 
82, and H. N. Harrison, Dept. 81. 





































CONVAIRIETy 


December 20, 1950 


Page 2 


Pop's Help Boosts 
Fort Worth Fund 
For Needy Children 

E. M. (Pop) Williams has a 
big heart. For the past several 
weeks he has been reading sto¬ 
ries in the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram of what Christmas 
will be like in the homes of 
needy Fort Worth children. 

So 68-year-old Pop decided 
to do something about it. For 
several years he has donated 
money to the Star-Telegram’s 
Goodfellow Fund for needy 
children. This year he won¬ 
dered if his fellow workers in 
Dept. 81 would like to do the 
same thing. The idea grew. 
Soon over 500 Dept. 81 workers 
had contributed a total of $300 
to the fund. 

“It’ll be a brighter Christmas 
for us all, now!” says Pop. 


Free Area Required 
For Truck Passage 

Convair SD employees working 
at plant 2 have been instructed 
not to park their cars between 
buildings 2 and 3, leaving this 
area clear to permit access of 
large trucks and trailers. Ample 
parking space is available on the 
west side of Pacific Highway. 



warn#* 


NOVEMBER'S 100 PER CENTERS—Shown here are repre¬ 
sentatives of nine Convair FW factory direct departments (and 
some of superintendents to whom they report) which met or 
exceeded their realization goals in November. Plaques presented 


by Factory Manager C. H. White are hung in respective de¬ 
partments. New bars will be hung, below plaques for each month 
that the departments keep their realization at or above the 
targets assigned. 


JHog SqoA 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following Convair FW employees 
recently received service pins: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 6, R. H. 
Schwarz; Dept. 24, E. L. Minch; Dept. 
25, M. C. Knutson. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, A. K. Lawly; 
Dept. 6, H. F. Carlberg, F. D. Fox, P. 
J. Mais, B. S. Unger, A. F. Walter, E. 
W. Foster; Dept. 7, F. C. Clayton; Dept. 
11, G. G. Stogsdill; Dept. 12, F. J. D. 
Bowen ; Dept. 14, B. R. Stapp ; Dept. 22, 
J. E. Pace Jr. ; Dept. 24, F. Bates, W. 

E. Gerhart; Dept. 27, T. E. Hoffman, 
H. D. Roye. 

Dept. 46, C. Houp Jr., E. V. Minch; 
Dept. 47, W. H. Govett, G. G. Baker, J. 
H. Braunt Jr.; Dept. 50, C. W. Burks 
Jr.; Dept. 61, E. D. Routledge; Dept. 63, 
J. B. Ritchie; Dept. 73, J. T. Bednarz; 
Dept. 82, John Hogue Jr. 

Five-Year Pins: Dept. 3, S. M. Fitts, 
S. R. Mercey, E. L. Roach ; Dept. 4, C. 
C. Bodine; Dept. 6, W. C. Sampson, R. 

E. Powers, R. L. Sullivan, W. A. Brat¬ 
ton Jr., S. LePoris, W. D. Smith, J. H. 
Davis; Dept. 8, P. L. Ondo, D. E. Sloan ; 
Dept. 12, O. J. Cooper, W. L. Hatcher, 
P. S. Brown Jr., W. H. Ware. 

Dept. 20, J W. Read, T. M. Douglas; 
Dept. 22, K. W. Geisert, R. H. West¬ 
moreland, S. B. Grimes, E. H. Willough¬ 
by ; Dept. 24, J. W. Brown, C. L. Hart, 

R. K. May, R. O. Owen, T. ,S. Foley, L. 
M. Little; Dept. 25, G. C. Whipple, M. 

S. Biggar, P. M. McMains, R. E. Owens. 
Dept. 27, G. O. Orr, I. Dowden, W. G. 

Bourland, F. P. Caldwell, J. A. Chap¬ 
man, D. A. Tulles, W. O. Denman, H. 
C. Bruce, T. H. Richards, J. W. Reeves; 
Dept. 30, J. A. Doggett, W. H. Humph¬ 
ries, C. L. Lindsay, R. Paul, G. S. Still¬ 
well, B. Tompkins, J. B. Holland, E. H. 
McGrady, G H. .Russell; Dept. 31, J. A. 
Benton, J. M. Carpenter, A. C. Holt, L. 
Murphy, R. T. Buntyn, .S. D. Crider, A. 

F. Filip, R. McDowell, W. C. Miller. ,C. 
B. West. 

Dept. 43, C. L. Richards, J. W. In¬ 
man, A. D. Taube; Dept. 44, A. O. 
Barnes, R. Steel, J. A. White, H. B. 
Nettleton, G. L. Thomas; Dept. 45, O. 
W. Hill, H. B. Lancaster; Dept. 46, M. 
M. Booth, H. O. Story, B. L. Pate, R. 
Y. Thomas; Dept. 47, P. E. Stone, J. C. 
Wright, J. W. Blalock, R. L. Henderson, 
J. M. Hughes, C. C. Miller, G. W. Rich- 
erson; Dept. 48, 'C. O. Goains, H. W. 
Harmon. 

Dept. 50, W. C. Blackmon, C. T. 
Luther, T. L. MacLin, 0. R. Marsden, 
L. E. Brodie, J. L. Moore; Dept. 61, W. 

L. Hawkins, M. L. Smith, I. W. Sutton, 
R. J. Thompson, R. Warren Jr., M. B. 
Earp, M. D. Garrett, W. H. Nelms, W. 
E. Nichols; Dept. 63, T. N. Beauchamp, 
H. D. Creamer, J. C. Howell Jr., W. P. 
Loftin, C. E. Wilson, J. W. Carroll, H. 
McBride. 

Dept. 73, M. F. Manske, L. K. Garth, 
J. R. Graham, E. G. Scott, P. F. Wass- 
er; Dept. 75, W. C. Osmon, H. L. Wat¬ 
son ; Dept. 76, W. H. Flickinger; Dept. 
81, D. W. Addison, H. J. Barbee, M. E. 
Coplin, C. A. Garrett, I. T. Hutton, D. 
O. Jordon, W. L. King, B. J. Norris, G. 
A. Watkins, A. C. Ohoat, W. B. Clem¬ 
ons, R. B. Colston, J. H. Davis, T. L. 
Dawson, J. C. Starnes; Dept. 82, C. J. 
Baker, O. W. Fitzhugh, L. D. Mitchell, 
J. C. Moore, M. L. Prater. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Following employees received employee 
suggestion awards totaling $231: 

Dept. 25: T. W. Eakin ; Dept. 27, J. 

G. Swaner, R. B. Dean; Dept. 30, A. J. 
Knight Jr., A. N. Littlefield, J. T. 
White; Dept. 50, John West, O. W. 
Ewing; Dept. 61, C. E. Smith; Dept. 75, 

M. L. Redmann. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

John A. Lynch, Dept. 8-1, wants ride 
to and from 3202 Darnell (Parkview 
Apartments), first shift. Ext. 5292. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

ANDERSON—Son, Causen Wiley, 5 
lbs. 7 3 4 oz., born Nov. 26 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Anderson, Dept. 30. 


To The Colors 

Following are Convair FW employees 
who gave military service as reason for 
their terminations: 

Dept. 4: L. E. Royall, J. T. Francisco, 
B. J. Wilson, T. C. Buntyn Jr., Jack 
Bullock, I. E. McMorris, R. A. Crad¬ 
dock, R. B. Pence; Dept. 6, J. C. 

Fischer Jr., R. R. Wills; Dept. 12, E. J. 
Rawlinson ; Dept. 14, R. G. Thompson. 

Dept. 20, T. F. Owens Jr., D. D. 
Dean, R. K. Clark; Dept. 22, O. B. 

Chapman Jr., C. G. Wickham, R. L. 

Todd, K. G. Wanzo; Dept. 25, C. L. 

Blum; Dept. 27, J. T. Mitchell, R. E. 
Dykes, R. M. Traw, W. R. Cates Jr.; 
Dept. 31, B. F. Jones, R. J. Richardson, 
Jack Bewley Jr., C. W. Covey, R. J. 
Gilliam, R. B. Moon, V. S. McGarrah, L. 
W. Perry, R. H. DesJardins, B. G. Dod¬ 
son, B. P. Schluter, R. D. Ferguson, P. 
M. Martinez. 

Dept. 44, W. W. Wells, E. D. Harri¬ 
son, W. F. Jordan, Theo Aaron, J. D. 
Shivers, B. T. Shook, A. J. Renaker Jr., 
S. D. Lunsford; Dept. 45, W. C. Paul¬ 
ing, J. W. Utley, H. O. Farris; 
Dept. 46, Fred Robason, J. L. Oakley, 
B. J. Brown, D. F. Coffee, B. O. White, 

H. B. St. Pierre, B. J. Sinclair; Dept. 
47, D. C. Dunbar, W. J. Dyer, Troy 
Cranford. 

Dept. 48, J. A. Griffin, A. W. Lloyd; 
Dept. 50, A. L. Robinson, J. L. Hawk, 

V. G. Spurgeon, C. G. Baker, S. L. 
Bullock, R. L. Tidwell, W. C. Noakes; 
Dept. 61, B. I. McDonald; Dept. 63, G. 
A. Coleman, L. Lewis, J. A. Mitchell, J. 
D. Rogers, W. E. Talovich ; Dept. 73, A. 
J. Horan, R. P. Miller, R. W. Crawford, 

W. O. Sanner ; Dept. 75, C. E. Hankins, 
W. H. Hartin ; Dept. 76, J. W. McCurry 
Jr., B. E. Putnam, I. L. Hollis, D. J. 
Taylor; Dept. 82, D. R. Carter. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, pro¬ 
fessional or administrative: 

Dept. 2 : R. L. Pownder, J .R. May¬ 
berry, G. A. Jones, to statistical analyst 
A; Dept. 3, V. L. Miller to training 
specialist A; Dept. 4, J. P. Nordin to 
assistant foreman ; O. L. Murdock, O. A. 
Knight to buyer A; Dept. 6, L. C. Sonn- 
tag to field service representative B. 

Dept. 7, C. E. Watt to assistant super¬ 
intendent; Dept. 9, C. E. Breen to 
assistant supervisor; Dept. 22, D. G. 
Brew, Norland Brown to project liaison 
man A ; G. O. Davis to foreman ; Dept. 
24, W. O. Sunafrank to tool research 
analyst A ; Dept. 27, J. C. Traweek, W. 
L. Chippeaux to assistant supervisor. 

Dept. 43, O. Gage to assistant fore¬ 
man ; Dept. 44, E. D. Routledge to assist¬ 
ant general foreman; Dept. 45, F. E. 
Brinkley to assistant foreman ; Dept. 46, 
R. W. Deviney, H. Williams to assistant 
foreman ; Dept. 61, C. L. Hart to assist¬ 
ant foreman ; Dept. 73, R. A. Cunning¬ 
ham, J. P. Kirkland to assistant fore¬ 
man ; Dept. 81, H. N. Harrison, L. C. 
Wann, J. M. Moncrief to assistant fore¬ 
man. 

Transfers 

Recent transfers from Fort Worth to 
San Diego: 

Dept. 27: P. M. Prophett, Flight Cap¬ 
tain. 

Dept. 300: J. R. Morey Jr., Flight & 
Service Mechanic A. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

O’MEARA—David L., Dept. 44, died 
Dec. 3. Survivors: wife. 

PERRY—Aileen, Dept. 31, died Dec. 
4. Survivors: husband, parents, one 
sister and two brothers. 


CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 



NEW OFFICERS—1951 officers and board of control members 
of the Convair Management Club at FW division are shown in 
their first meeting. Left to right are: R. M. Gallagher, board of 
control; F. G. Bramlett, board of control; B. C. Simmons, treasurer; 
J. L. Budros, corresponding, secretary; A. J. Combs, second shift 
vice-president; E. C. Costantino, president; H. L. Wendorf, vice- 
president; W. A. Calvert, recording secretary; R. F. Crabtree, J. E. 
Massey, and J. B. Brock, all board of control. 


FW Model Airplane 
Club to Organize 

An organization meeting of the 
Convair FW Model Airplane Club 
will be held at 7 p.m., Jan. 2 at 
the Y.M.C.A. All FW division 
Convair and Air Force personnel 
and members of their families 
are invited to attend. 

Sixty employees already have 
indicated a desire to form the 
club, according to A. Feltis, Dept. 
73, temporary chairman. 

Members will build models dur¬ 
ing the winter months, and com¬ 
pete in outside flying events 
when the weather permits. 

Feltis pointed out that all 
those who attend the first meet¬ 
ing will be recognized as charter 
members of the organization. 


Christmas Present 
Exchange Opened 

Convair’s Christmas gift ex¬ 
change, opened Dec. 18, will re¬ 
main open until all second shift 
people have had a chance to pre¬ 
sent claim checks during the 
night of Friday, Dec. 22, and 
until third shifters are accommo¬ 
dated Saturday morning. 

If you plan to bring a gift to 
the plant for a friend, take it to 
the main entrance of the Old Per¬ 
sonnel Building on Grant’s Lane 
before clocking in. Leave the 
package with the guard at the 
exchange window. He will give 
you a claim check. Give this 
check to your friend and tell him 
to pick up the gift after clocking 
out, or at any time before the 
exchange is closed. 



BROTHERS HONORED—Minch brothers at Convair FW re¬ 
cently received service pins for combined total of 25 years service 
with Convair. A. P. Higgins, chief tool engineer (left), presents 
15-year pin to E. L. Minch, Dept. 24-1, while E. V. Minch, Dept. 46, 
receives 10-year pin from L. L. Tuttle, superintendent of Major 
Assembly (right). 


Bride of Four Days 
Dies as Car Upsets 

Mrs. Aileen Perry, Convair FW 
Dept. 31, second shift, was killed 
instantly Dec. 4 when the car she 
was driving overturned on High¬ 
way 81 two miles south of Fort 
Worth. 

Mrs. Perry, a bride of only 
four days, was returning to Fort 
Worth with her husband, William 
Cosby Perry Jr., after a honey¬ 
moon in Austin. The accident oc¬ 
curred after Mrs. Perry appar¬ 
ently fell asleep at the wheel. 
Perry was seriously injured. 

Mrs. Perry was the former 
Aileen Anna Byington. 


Witchell Named Supervisor Of 
Flight Operations for FW 


A. S. (Doc) Witchell, Convair 
FW B-36 pilot, returned to duty 
at Convair FW this week and was 
promoted to supervisor of Flight 
Operations after a four-month 
tour of duty as civilian consultant 
on the Air Force’s aircraft safety 
program. 

Witchell, whose experience 
rates him as one of the senior 
B-36 pilots in the nation, was as¬ 
signed by Convair at the Air 
Force’s request to work with the 
Directorate of Flight Safety Re¬ 
search, Norton Air Force Base, 
San Bernardino, Calif. 


it Gosw-GAAiety, ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in two editions (Fort Worth and San Diego) 
every other Wednesday by Industrial Relations Department and distributed without 
charge for the information of Convair employees everywhere. Approximate current 
total circulation, 40,000. News items and letters to the editor are solicited but 
no advertising can be accepted. 


SD Editorial Offices: 

North End of Bldg. 32, ext. 1071, 
1072. Logan Jenkins, editor 


FW Editorial Offices: 
Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5269. 
Bob Vollmer, editor 


Purpose of the program is to 
find ways to build the safest pos¬ 
sible airplanes and to operate 
them in the safest possible man¬ 
ner, thus saving lives, materials 
and funds. 

This involves not only such 
things as standardization of cock¬ 
pit arrangements and emergency 
procedures, but also takes in 
some aspects of aircraft design 
and design of airplane functional 
systems. 

A former Air Force pilot him¬ 
self, Witchell in his new assign¬ 
ment will continue to perform 
Convair missions in B-36s. But 
he also will report to B. A. Erick¬ 
son, manager of Flight, in direct¬ 
ing operations of the flight dis¬ 
patch group, flight training 
group, and flight group, which 
includes flight crew members. 


If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 



















































December 20, 1950 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 3 


News About Your CRA 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 p.m. 
each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsal 8 p.m. Jan. 8, CRA 
Radio Shack, 6801 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Bridge Club meetings re¬ 
sume Jan. 12. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at em¬ 
ployee service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, chairman, ext. 2168. Beginners class 7:30 to 
8:15 p.m., advanced class 8:15 to 10 p.m., Dec. 28 at Recreation Hall, 215 W. 
Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Singles tournament 
scheduled to start in January. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Register at employee service 
section for deer hunting prizes. A pair of 7-50 binoculars to be awarded for 
largest deer, field dressed, shot in Texas. Deer head mounted for deer with most 
points shot in Texas. Last day of deer hunting season in Texas is Sunday, Dec. 31. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Family skating 7 p.m., 
Dec. 22, Dec. 26, Dec. 29, Jan. 2 and Jan. 5 ; second shift skating 12 a^m. Dec. 26, 
Jan. 2, at Will Rogers Coliseum. Season closes Jan. 5. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail" at noon each Thursday in main 50- 
foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Ham radio code class 8-9 p.m. 
each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday on 29,500 kilocycles. 

RIDING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. To get on waiting list for 
new riding classes contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 5296. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners class 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m., Dec. 25 and Jan 1, North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Bldg., 18th and Harrington St. Free New Year Square Dance, 8 p.m., Dec. 
30, City Recreation Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

STAMP CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting 7 :45 p.m. Jan. 
2, Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until next spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner ext. 3137 



IN THE AIR—Football was everywhere this month—even on 
lawn of Convair FW! Camera catches an "end run" during lunch 
hour recreation. 



GOLFER—Frank Csupak (Dept. 
6 SD) who took over from Charlie 
Yater this month as assistant 
CRA golf commissioner at SD. 
Csupak, a nine handicapper with 
15 years fairways experience, 
came from Chicago, III., origi¬ 
nally, but attended convention in 
San Diego in 1940, decided to 
stay and has been with Convair 
10 years. During war he spent 
1943-1945 at New Orleans di¬ 
vision. 


Christmas Caroling 
Echoes Thru Plant 

Christmas carols echoed down 
the main 50-foot aisle of Convair 
FW at lunch-time today (Dec. 
20) as hundreds of workers 
gathered for the final rehearsal 
of their Christmas carol program 
to be presented around the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram’s commu¬ 
nity Christmas tree in Burk Bur¬ 
nett Park tonight. 

All FW Division Convair and 
Air Force families are invited to 
attend, either to listen or to join 
in the carols to be sung by the 
Convair Recreation Association 
Choral Club. The program opens 
at 7 p.m. 

The carols will be led by Roy 
Cantrell, CRA choral commis¬ 
sioner. E. G. Crosier, Employee 
Services supervisor, will act as 
narrator and will offer a special 
Christmas prayer. 


New Pedestrian Gate 
Opens at Convair SD 

Parking space is available at 
the north end of Convair SD for 
an additional 115 cars and a 
pedestrian gate has been opened 
adjacent to gate 5, Division Man¬ 
ager K. F. Leaman announced 
last week. The gate, for the con¬ 
venience of those parking in the 
new lot near the Salvage Yard, 
will be open daily from 6:30 a.m. 
to 1:20 a.m. 




FIRST SD B-36—Shown alighting, at Lindbergh Field after shakedown flight is first B-36 mod¬ 
ernized at Convair SD. Inset shows plane with jet engines operating as it took off Dec. 5 morning. 
Discussing details of first flight are, left, SD Division Manager K. F. Leaman, Pilot Prophett, and 
R. C. Loomis, right, Inspection and Flight manager. 


NIGHT LIGHT—Air Force's Convair-built XC-99 has been working nights as well as days lately 
during exhaustive cargo testing program. Ship is pictured at Tinker Air Force Base during night 
loading operation. This was a five-minute exposure and that light at back is moon!—AF photo. 


CRA Gets Famous Radio, Starts 
Shack for Ham Operators 


An amateur radio broadcasting 
ig that was famous throughout 
lie Far East during World War 
I soon will be broadcasting the 
alls of Convair FW ham radio 
perators throughout the world. 

The 1,000-watt transmitter is 
wned by Lt. Col. Ainsley E. 
ituart, resident officer-in-charge 
,t Convair FW. Its call letters 
/hen broadcasting from near 
"okyo, Japan, were J2-AMA, and 
hey became familiar to hams all 
>ver the world. 

“It worked South Africa from 
apan,” said Col. Stuart, “and 
hat’s about as far away from 
apan as any place in the world. 
Ve also used to broadcast our 
ignal—and receive it at the 
ame place—after it had traveled 
entirely around the world.” 

Col. Stuart brought the rig 
vith him to the United States 
vhen he left Japan, and has now 
oaned it to the Convair Recrea- 
ion Association amateur radio 
Lctivity group. 

Through CRA, the ham opera- 
ors now have their own “home.” 
t’s the CRA radio shack at 6801 
"amp Bowie Blvd., where Col. 
Stuart’s equipment is being re¬ 
worked and shortly will be put 
>n the air. 

A 100-foot motor-driven direc- 
ional antenna has been set up 


ew Commissioners 
amed by Starkey 

Two new commissioners have 
en appointed to head two of the 
Convair Recreation Associa- 
>n activities at FW division, ac- 
rding to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
esident. 

M. C. Copold, Dept. 6-4, now 
ads horseback riding activities, 
ds activity formerly was one 
two under Commissioner W. P. 
oQds, Dept. 50, who will con- 
me to manage western riding, 
ping and rodeo events. 

New commissioner in charge of 
Lk dancing is A1 F. Stateson, 
jpt. 31. Stateson has served as 
airman of the activity since it 
came a regular part of the 
lA program. 


beside the one-story frame shack. 
The shack itself is being bright¬ 
ened up with paint and other re¬ 
pairs both on inside and out. 

In addition to serving the ham 
radio operators, the shack may 
also be used for some other CRA 
activities. Studies are now being 
made by the CRA Camera Club, 
according to Commissioner E. E. 
Eicholtz, to determine whether a 
portion of the shack may be made 
into a photographic dark room. 

Commissioners of other CRA 
activities who might be interest¬ 
ed in using the shack for CRA 
activities are invited to contact 
E. G. Crosier, CRA business man¬ 
ager, ext. 5141. 



“Sorry, Janie—but I’ll have to 
break our date. Mom won’t let 
me out of the house.” 


FW Little Theater 
Group Considered 
in Club Rehearsal 

Convair FW folks with a yen 
for the stage may soon have a 
chance to display their talents in 
dramatic productions, according 
to E. G. Crosier, Employee Serv¬ 
ices supervisor. 

“A dramatic activity will be 
considered by Convair Recreation 
Association if enough people 
show an interest in producing 
and taking part in shows,” said 
Crosier. “We’ll need stage hands, 
electricians, costumers, adminis¬ 
trative workers, as well as actual 
performers.” 

First Convair employee to sign 
up for a dramatic activity is 
L. G. Seever, Dept. 4-3. Seever 
has done work with the Dallas 
Little Theater and with Univer¬ 
sity of Kansas drama groups. 

Others interested in taking 
part in a dramatic group may 
contact the CRA office, ext. 5141, 
or Seever at ext. 2261. 


HOLDERS AVAILABLE 

Badge and identification hold¬ 
ers are again available at the 
Tool Store (building 32) at SD. 
They are built of light leather, 
fit into a shirt pocket, and have 
built-in slots to carry pen, pen¬ 
cils, rule, etc. 



CHRISTMAS GOBBLERS—When Convair FW's Al Kolar, Dept. 
25, took his four-year-old son Jerry to turkey farm this fall for 
preview of holiday birds, Jerry came prepared in cowboy boots 
and plenty of "turkey food." Jerry thought turkeys "so pretty," 
he may pass up turkey dinner this year! 
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EARLY AIR MAIL—Earl Schueren (Dept. 4 SD), standing at left, 
with three of his backers, organized Continental Air Lines, Inc., 
back in 1928 that later grew into American Airlines. Kneeling are 
early-day pilots, Ross Arnold, Herb Kindred, Bill McConnell, Jess 
Hart, Ralph Miller. 

He Carried the Mail 

SD Man's Gamble 20 Years Ago 
Paved Way for Great Airline 

Maybe there would have been an American Airlines, 
even without the help of Earl Schueren; but without him 
chances are they wouldn’t be flying the routes they are 
today. 


: or a $5 Bet 

of Winds Turns Unwilling 
Amateur Into a 'Chute Jumper 

Twelve years ago on a bright, sunshiny day, a 19-year- 
old airplane mechanic strapped on a, parachute and pre¬ 
pared to win a $5 bet. He had bet a veteran professional 
pilot and parachutist that he, too, had the nerve to para¬ 
chute from a 1932-model Stinson. 


For Schueren is the man who 
organized one of the two air mail 
concerns that merged to ulti¬ 
mately become American. 

Fast-talking, cigar-smoking 
Earl Schueren, now a material 
analyist in Dept. 4 SD, couldn’t 
suppress a grin as he recalled 
the wild gamble of 20 odd 
years ago when he created 
Continental Air Lines Inc. out 
of faith, hope and $100,000 
“charity” contributed by five 
high-pressured business men 
who didn’t know what hit them. 

“I’d been a real estate man and 
a newspaperman, but really I was 
a promoter at heart. I’d left my 
shirt in the Florida boom and 
was back on the Cleveland News 
when I had an idea. ...” 

The idea, hatched in 1927, was 
to bid on a government air mail 
contract between Cleveland and 
Louisville, with stops at Akron, 
Columbus, Dayton, and Cincin¬ 
nati. 

“I had no real money and in 
Cleveland they thought I was 
crazy. I went to Cincinnati. 
Never been in the town before 
in my life. It took some selling 
but when I was through I’d sepa¬ 
rated five business men from 
$20,000 apiece and we were in 
business, with me as executive 
vice-president!” 

Continental bid on the contract 
and won it. Although his knowl¬ 
edge of airplanes was limited to 
a $5 flight at a carnival, Schueren 
started buying airplanes and hir¬ 
ing pilots. The former were three 
two-seat Travel Airs ($9,000 
apiece) equipped with little more 
than bank and turn indicators 
and compasses. And they were 
supposed to fly at night! 



HECTIC—Earl Schueren (Dept. 
4 SD), early day airline executive. 


There were some fine pilots in 
that early bunch, though. Herb 
Kindred (with 11,000 hours, sec¬ 
ond only to Earl Ward), Bill Mc¬ 
Connell (chosen to fly the mail 
to President Coolidge in his Black 
Hills retreat), Jess Hart and 
Ralph Miller. This was in the 
days when pilots wore plus fours, 
leather helmets and goggles and 
a devil-may-care air. 

“We operated for a year and 
it was a three-ring circus. How 
those pilots got in and out of 
fields lighted only by oil 
flares I’ll never know. But 
they did, with fair regularity 
too, despite the usual quota of 
forced landings in farmers’ 
pastures. 

“Were we making money? 
Heavens, no! Our first govern¬ 
ment check was only about 
$6,000. At the end of a year we 
had almost run through our capi¬ 
tal. What was important, of 
course, was our contract and I 
wasn’t altogether surprised when 
Universal Air Lines interests, 
then operating in St. Louis, made 
us an offer. We sold at a profit 
and I joined Universal as assis¬ 
tant to Col. Halsey Dunwoody.” 

The ultimate merger of Conti¬ 
nental and Universal later was 
re-named American Airlines. 

Schueren remained in aviation 
until 1931, constantly on the go 
for Universal, scouting new 
routes (he had to travel incog¬ 
nito to prevent competitors get¬ 
ting a line on Universal’s plans), 
and inaugurating such develop¬ 
ments as the first transcontinen¬ 
tal rail-air schedule whereby pas¬ 
sengers traveled by train by 
night and plane by day, crossing 
the U. S. in the speedy time of 
60 hours. 

Also while he was with Univer¬ 
sal, Schueren helped extend the 
original Cleveland-Louisville air¬ 
line on to Nashville, Dallas and 
Los Angeles, now a regular 
American run. He also helped 
put a line through St. Louis, Kan¬ 
sas City to Omaha and the origi¬ 
nal line from Brownsville, Tex. to 
Mexico City, later sold to Pan- 
American. 

Ultimately Schueren rebelled 
against the constant traveling 
airline work requires and return¬ 
ed to Cleveland and the real es¬ 
tate business. Shortly after Pearl 
Harbor, though 47, he asked the 
Navy to accept him which the 
Navy did and it was during mili¬ 
tary service that he came to San 
Diego, and decided to stay after 
the war. 

“There were some hectic 
times during the war, but it 
was a pink tea party compared 
to those early days in flying 
the air mail!” he commented. 


But just as the pilot gave 
the signal, he knew he couldn’t 
go through with it. He edged 
back into the plane—but a sud¬ 
den gust of wind jerked it 
away from him and threw him 
into space. 

He won the $5! 

That first jump was to change 
the life of the parachutist, Robert 
Hitch, now of Convair FW Dept. 
27. 

Hitch has since made 522 
jumps, “but none as frightening 
as that first one,” he confesses. 

From 1938 to 1940, he and the 
veteran pilot and jumper, Dick 
Robinson, made professional 
leaps over hundreds of small 
towns in “barnstorming tours.” 

Their usual routine was to fly 
over a farming community. One 
managed the controls, and the 
other jumped into a pasture. 

When the astonished citizens 
gathered to rescue the flyers, 
Hitch and Robinson would offer 
to take them for a ride in their 
single engine plane—for a small 
fee, that is. 

“We made a good living dur¬ 
ing hard times, but had to 
make five or six jumps a day 
to do it,” Hitch says. 

In those two years, Hitch 
chalked up 521 jumps from vari¬ 
ous types of planes such as Piper 

Medals Among Gifts 
Navy Swimmer Sends 
Convair Wife at SD 

When her warrior husband sent 
home a box of Christmas pres¬ 
ents recently, there were some 
unexpected gifts, namely two 
medals, a Bronze Star and a 
Silver Star. 

“He never once said anything 
about them in his letters!” Mrs. 
Lucille Laws (Dept. 22SD) re¬ 
ported of her husband, Quarter- 



DECORATED — Lucille Laws 
(Dept. 22 SD) shows off man¬ 
darin coat sent her by Navy hero 
husband, as well as his Bronze 
Star medal. He also received 
Silver Star recently. 

master Second Class Charles F. 
Laws, on duty in Korea with 
Underwater Demolition Team No. 
3. 

The citations stated that Laws 
helped rescue survivors of the 
USS Pledge and USS Pirate, 
struck by enemy mines and gun¬ 
fire. Diving into the water de¬ 
spite enemy fire, he towed in¬ 
jured to safety and went aboard 
the burning ships to rescue those 
trapped below. As a further feat 
of bravery, Laws was among vol¬ 
unteers who swam to mines which 
sweepers were unable to reach 
and attached demolitions to them, 
allowing only a minute and a half 
to swim clear before they were 
exploded. 

Laws has been in the Navy 
seven years, the last year and a 
half spent as a “frog man,” as 
the UDTs are known. Since her 
husband left for Korea last sum¬ 
mer, Mrs. Laws has been with 
Convair. 


Cubs, Lockheed “12,” Stinson Re¬ 
liant, J-65 WACO, Kinner Bird, 
Stagger Wing Beechcraft and 
Howard DGA-8. 

Highest jump was a 33,000-feet 
leap from the Lockheed “12.” 

“The higher the jump the 
easier,” says Hitch. Lowest jour¬ 
ney to earth by parachute was 
from a mere 200 feet. “That one 
was kinda rough,” he admits. 

Hitch’s last jump in 1943 was 
under different circumstances 
and was perhaps his most dan¬ 
gerous. As an Army Air Force 
emergency procedures and gun¬ 
ner instructor, Hitch and his B-17 
crew were forced to bail out of 



PARACHUTIST—Robert Hitch, 
Convair FW Dept. 27, is former 
professional parachute jumper. 
Hitch has made 522 jumps and 
has a secret desire to jump from 
B-36, "under normal conditions," 
that is. 

their ship after fire damaged four 
engines. 

Their landing spot was not 
ideal: Hitch came down on the 
rim of the Grand Canyon and 
several of the crew members 
landed inside the mammoth 
gorge. It was three days be¬ 
fore rescuers could reach the 
parachutists. 

“That’s one time I was thank¬ 
ful I had a little experience with 
a parachute,” says Hitch. 

The most important thing to 
learn when jumping, according 
to Hitch, is how to land properly. 
“If you know how to land, 99 
times out of 100 you can walk 
away uninjured.” And he should 
know. He’s never been injured in 
a jump. 

“The sensation of falling is 
more pleasing than that of fly¬ 
ing,” says Hitch. “You have 
more time to enjoy the scenery!” 

Hitch’s experience with the B- 
36 began in 1948 when he was 
sent by the Air Force to Carswell 
Air Force Base to set up emer¬ 
gency procedure training for B- 
36 crews. After his release from 
the Air Force, he joined Convair 
as an inspector. 

“Know what my secret ambi¬ 
tion is?” he asks. “To jump 
from a B-36—under routine 
normal conditions, however!” 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 



“Maybe I’d be a better driver 
if you showed more confidence 
in me!” 



"SINCERE MUSIC"—W. K. 
_eonhardi (Dept. 27 SD), known 
orofessionally as Kenny Hardy, 
eft, poses with T. Texas Tyler, 
center, nationally known western 
music exponent, and Jimmy 
Wiseman, national fiddle champ. 
Leonhardi thinks western and 
lillbilly tunes more "sincere" 
than popular "bebop." 

. Here to Stay 

Western Tunes 
True Classics, 

Says SD Singer 

Inference that western music 
is enjoying a comeback in popu¬ 
larity draws a haughty retort 
from W. K. Leonhardi (Dept. 27 
SD). 

“It’s never been away!” he 
maintains loyally. 

Leonhardi, who fell in love 
with western music as a boy lis¬ 
tening to a Texas radio station 
from his home in Albert Lee, 
Minn., has been singing and gui¬ 
tar playing for more than a dec¬ 
ade under the stage name of 
Kenny Hardy. He has performed 
with such stars as T. Texas Tyler 
(who once played Carnegie Hall), 
Wesley Tuttle, Jimmy Wakely, 
Maddox Brothers and Rose. His 
current musical partner is Jimmy 
Wiseman, national champion fid¬ 
dler. 

“Sixty-three per cent of all 
records sold are of western or 
hill billy music,” Leonhardi 
continued with spirit. He re¬ 
luctantly admitted that the in¬ 
crease in square dancing might 
have had some slight effect. 
“But good western tunes never 
lose their popularity. They have 
a human, warm quality that 
keeps their appeal alive indefi¬ 
nitely. Any good western tune 
will be sung and played long 
after ‘Be-Bop’ and The Thing’ 
are forgotten.” 

Leonhardi first went on the 
radio twanging his guitar when 
he was 19. He has never been far 
away from a microphone since. 
Much of the time music has been 
a sideline, however. He spent 
three years in Minnesota as a 
sign painter, two years at Boeing 
in Seattle as an inspector, an¬ 
other couple of years in San 
Francisco building radios in a 
Navy research laboratory, and 
part of 1948 with Convair. He 
has been with Convair this time 
about six months. 

Blended in with these pursuits 
have been a number of radio 
shows (such as the San Diego 
Barn Dance), tours of the coun¬ 
try and for the last three years 
a growing activity of record cut¬ 
ting. Until recently he was re¬ 
cording with Paul Harper (Dept. 
633 SD), a fiddler of note, and 
Troy Powell (Dept. 632), a fine 
steel guitarist. Currently, how¬ 
ever, he is teamed with Wise¬ 
man, the fiddle champ. 

Among recordings are: 
“You’ve Blacked My Blue Eyes 
Once Too Often,” “Sally Goo¬ 
din,” “Train Eleven,” and the 
“Squeakin’ Deacon Hop.” 

Leonhardi has a brother, Vir¬ 
gil, of Dept. 632. 
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Guards to Block Off 
Parking Lots During 
Construction Work 

As you’re driving to work one 
of these days, a Convair FW 
guard probably will direct you to 
turn into a parking lot before 
you reach the one you usually 
use. 

Here’s why. 

Convair soon will begin to re¬ 
pair the parking lots. This will 
eliminate a lot of standing water 
—and will mean more parking 
spaces when the work is complete. 

But in the meantime, it will 
be necessary to block off one- 
half of a parking lot at a time. 
That means that 600 of the 1,200 
ars which normally use north 
jt 9, for instance, will have to 
be parked on down the line in 
other lots while work is going on. 

This will be repeated for each 
of the lots, one-half lot at a time, 
until all lots have been repaired. 

Says K. Simmons, Plant Pro¬ 
tection Chief: “You’ll save your¬ 
self and everybody else a lot of 
time—and maybe save yourself 
from being late to work—if you 
follow directions without stopping 
the flow of traffic to argue with 
the guard.” 


Engineers Organize 
Chapter of Society 

Twenty-five Convair FW and 
Chance-Vought engineers met 
Nov. 17 at the Westbrook Hotel 
to organize a chapter of the So¬ 
ciety of Aeronautical Weight 
Engineers. 

The next meeting, to be held 
in January, will be open to other 
Convair FW engineers interested 
in joining the organization. 

By-laws of the organization 
point out the purpose of the so¬ 
ciety as “the advancement of 
weight engineering, the profes¬ 
sional improvement of its mem¬ 
bers, the encouragement of rela¬ 
tionships between weight engi¬ 
neers and allied professions, and 
the establishment of a point of 
reference and contact for its 
members.” Those wishing addi¬ 
tional information may contact 
J. V. Ray, ext. 2124. 


Turbo Job Develops 
New Terminology 

“Meet me in the wheelhouse.” 

Figuring Harry Rote (Dept. 
350 SD) meant the flight deck, 
J. M. Rogers climbed into the 
Turboliner, only to find Harry 
in the passenger compartment. 
This is just aft of the entrance 
where there are accommoda¬ 
tions for eight passengers as 
well as duplicate instrument 
panels so that passengers have 
as much flight data as the 
pilots. 

“What do you mean ‘wheel- 
house’?” asked Rogers. 

“That’s what the boys call 
this place,” Rote explained. 
“This is where the ‘wheels’ sit. 
Get it?” 


Turboliner to Have Less 
Privacy Than Goldfish 


H24S» 



Convair crews at San Diego last week were making the 
first U. S. commercial turboprop airplane ready for flight. 

It is the so-called Turboliner, built for Allison division 
of General Motors, carrying jet engines whose power is 
directed to turning propellers. 



Part of the job of readying the 
plane was checking the extensive 
instrumentation system, for few 
airplanes have ever carried as 
much; and probably none before 
has had such versatile apparatus. 

“Instrumentation” stated very 
simply means gauges and 
graphs and dials that tell 
operators what is going on 





A PEEK INSIDE—Artist has cut away part of Turboliner to give 
a rough idea of interior. Forward is normal flight deck. Just aft 
of entrance is "wheelhouse" with accommodations for eight pas¬ 
sengers. Flight instruments are on bulkhead so passengers have all 
information pilots do. Still farther aft is instrumentation center. 


New Nacelles, Cargo Door Among 
Novel Features of Turboliner 


Convair’s Turboliner was 
Begun March 1, the plane 
wise, nine months later! 

Responsibility for the job in¬ 
volved a crew of picked men 
from proofing and mockup to 
adapt an orthodox Convair-Liner 
to carry not conventional piston 
engines but turboprop power 
plants, thus creating the first 
U. S. commercial turboprop plane. 

“This involved some beef-up 
and installation of new type na¬ 
celles,” J. M. Rogers (Depts. 250 
and 350 SD general foreman) re¬ 
called. “The basic structure of 
the airplane is the same as the 
normal Convair-Liner.” 

The ship does carry, however, 
the new outer wing tanks which 
improve fuel capacity. 

Rogers added that installation 
of the cargo door on the port side 
aft was a job calling for con¬ 
siderable ingenuity. 

The cargo door (six by eight 
feet) is the first of this size ever 
installed in a Convair-Liner. Ex¬ 
perimental supplied the hand¬ 
made, detailed parts and they 
were assembled at the airplane. 

Project Engineer Bill Keller, 
who has followed the project 
through from its inception, re¬ 
called creating the new nacelles 
as one of the most demanding 
tasks. There was little precedent 
on which to work, other than 
some experience Allison division 
of General Motors (who ordered 
the Turboliner built) had with a 
B-17 nose installation for one of 
their Allison 501-A4 (Navy desig¬ 
nation T-38) turboprop power 
units. 

Also unique to the Turboliner 
is a monorail from which the en¬ 
gine is suspended. The engine 
slides quickly into place and can 
be as quickly removed. 

“All connections are ‘quick 
disconnect’ and this makes for 
high speed engine changes,” 
Keller pointed out. 

Other unusual features of the 
ship include such items as 116 
different thermocouples, strategi¬ 
cally placed at various points 


INSTRUMENT STATIONS—Shown at stations in instrumentation 
compartment of Turboliner are, A through D, R. B. Thompson, Bill 
DeConcini, Calvin Judd and Lester Green, all of SD Instrumen¬ 
tation. Together, these four stations give Turboliner little privacy 
as they check on every phase of ship's operation, recording "every 
heart beat" and variation in "blood pressure." Although Thomp¬ 
son's face appears mirrored, this glass becomes transparent when 
cabin is darkened and permits close view of dials and gauges inside. 


a normal “baby.” 

was completed, construction- 


about the ship. These are for 
checking on temperatures at the 
various points and each requires 
connections with instrument 
panels in the plane’s interior. 

To serve the plane’s vast setup 
of instrumentation, the builders 
installed more than a half mile of 
copper tubing, connecting instru¬ 
ment panels with different posi¬ 
tions on engines and airplane, to 
keep tab on pressures. Also, 
more than 200 separate electrical 
connections were installed be¬ 
tween engines and fuselage, for 
keeping track of performance. 
All this is exclusive of the nor¬ 
mal connections required to 
operate the airplane! 


"DOUBLE VISION"—Not only 
R. B. Thompson of SD Instrumen¬ 
tation Group can see dials inside 
box (note arrow) but also panel 
is visible to a movie camera lens. 
Thompson is looking through a 
half-silvered glass that for him is 
transparent, but from inside acts 
as a mirror. Camera lens is in 
center of instrument panel and 
photographs reflections of dials 
when operator wants permanent 
record. 


throughout the airplane. These 
instruments are to aircraft 
engineers what X-rays and 
fluoroscopes are to doctors, 
giving exact data on the air¬ 
plane’s “heart, lungs, tempera¬ 
ture, muscles, etc.” 

One can scarcely go aboard the 
plane and chat with members of 
Engineering SD’s Instrumenta¬ 
tion Group that built the instru¬ 
ments without detecting their 
real pride in the accomplishment. 
(Only too often their work, be¬ 
cause of its classified nature, 
must go unsung.) 

“Although some features of 
this installation are new, it is 
probably more important that we 
feel we have incorporated the 
best ideas developed in the last 
decade,” Robert Ackley, head of 
the group, commented. 

The instrumentation stations 
number four in all. Each has dif¬ 
ferent responsibilities and checks 
on its particular part of the 
plane’s operation. One deals in 
temperatures and the reaction of 
the basic airplane components; 
while another concentrates on 
duct efficiency. A third measures 
the basic power plant data and 
the fourth keeps a calculating 
eye on the Aero Products propel¬ 
lers. 

Three of the four stations are 
quite similar, in that they have 
panels of dials and gauges with 
built-in movie cameras. The 
cameras photograph the dials 
whenever the operator wishes to 
make a permanent record. He 
can call for either single pictures 
or a running series. 

“What we have tried to do is 
design a ‘universal’ arrangement 
which can be shifted from one 
Liner to another with ease,” R. 
B. Thompson, Instrumentation 
foreman, said. “In the past, in¬ 
strumentation usually has been 
designed for a particular plane 
and used solely on that ship. The 
Turboliner job, however, can be 
installed in another plane with 
little difficulty.” 

Each station (called familiarly 
a “box”) is a unit unto itself and 
is mounted on a shock-proof plat¬ 
form. They are engineered for 
quick installation, exactly fitting 
the fixtures to which seats are 
fastened in a conventional trans¬ 
port Liner. 

Not all airplanes must be 
studied as carefully as this one, 
of course, but new commercial 
models (which must undergo 
rigid CAA inspection) are called 
upon to prove their operation, as 
well as experimental ships. 

“With this instrumentation 
we should be in close touch 
with every important part of 
the airplane,” Bill Chana, one 
of the flight test engineers who 
will operate it, said. ‘The Tur¬ 
boliner’s insides will have no 
more privacy than a goldfish 
in a bowl!” 



luson 


KEY MEN—Here is partial cross-section of key men in Turboliner project at SD. 
Left hand photo shows, left to right, Project Engineer Bill Keller, Ivan Webb, Fred 
Yarick, Charles LeMaster, Cliff Craig (all Dept. 350), Don Seaburg, Reginald 
Sanchez, Barney Behrens (Dept. 27), Henry Leboffe, Harry Rote, General Foreman 
J. M. Rogers, "Red" Basile (350). Center photo: Turboliner's first flight crew, 
left to right, Ken Coward, flight test engineer, Pilots R. C. Loomis and Don 
Germeraad, Bill Chana, flight test engineer, and B. B. Gray, flight engineer. 


Right hand photo shows Allison and Convair officials on inspection. Left to 
right, E. B. Newill, General Motors vice president and Allison general manager, 
K. F. Leaman, Convair SD division manager, Fred Seitz, Allison design engineer, 
R. C. Loomis, manager of SD Inspection and Flight, W. O. Watson, Allison v/est 
coast zone manager, E. B. Van Buren, Allison project engineer, and W. C. Keller, 
Convair project engineer. Group is standing in Turboliner cargo door. 
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WEDDING SHOWER—Wanda Loggins, Convair FW Dept. 
I 1-7, unwraps wedding gifts she received at surprise shower given 
by Dept. I I friends Dec. 8. Shower was in honor of her forth¬ 
coming marriage to Corp. Bill Hutson of Carswell Air Force Base. 



DOUBLE SURPRISE—When Anna T. Cunnion (Dept. 250 SD) 
helped plan a surprise birthday party for J. H. (Red) Jenkins, 
assistant foreman, she thought no one except herself knew it was 
her birthday, too. However, someone did, and so affair turned out 
to be a double event. Jenkins is shown in center with Anna on 
his right. 


Dinner China Gift 
For FW Newlyweds 

Jeanne Price, Convair FW 
Dept. 43, and H. S. Hale, Dept. 
44, were married Dec. 18 by the 
Rev. Jesse Garrett at his home in 
Fort Worth. 

Attending the couple were 
Stanley Cunningham, Dept. 50, 
and Mrs. Cunnnigham, Dept. 24-1. 

Dept. 44 friends gave the 
couple a set of dinner china and 
gifts of crystal. The Hales are 
now at home at 173 Marett Drive 
in Fort Worth. 


Convair Girl Weds 
Carswell Corporal 

Wanda Loggins, Convair FW 
Dept. 11-7, and Corp. Bill Hutson 
of Carswell Air Force Base, were 
married Dec. 13 at the York Ave¬ 
nue Baptist Church, Weatherford, 
Tex. 

The bride has worked at Con¬ 
vair since 1946. After a short 
wedding trip, the couple are at 
home at 935 West First Street. 


C 


What Do You Do for 
Recreation? Try 
Page 3 for Size 


i 



WEDDING GIFT—Two Con¬ 
vair FW workers, Jeanne Price, 
Dept. 43, and H. S. Hale, Dept. 
44, lift wedding gift they re¬ 
ceived from Dept. 44 friends. 
Gift was a complete set of din¬ 
ner china. Couple were married 
Dec. 18 in Fort Worth. 


Graser Surprised 
by Birthday Chorus 

Carving a complicated bird for 
a dinner party would have been 
a simpler task for Charles Graser 
(Dept. 250 assistant foreman at 
SD) Dec. 6 than sawing up his 
own birthday cake. 

Why ? Because the surprise 
was so great when his “platoon” 
suddenly started caroling Happy 
Birthday that his hand shook like 
a willow tree in a high blow. 
However, he calmed down in time 
to do a successful carving job. 


Letter to Editor 

Gentlemen: 

In CONVAIRIETY of Dec. 6 
Harry McKay (San Diego’s new 
Field Operations superintendent) 
is referred to as a former pilot 
for Consairways. For the sake 
of the record, may I state that 
the correct name for our wartime 
airline was Consairway, without 
the s? 

Art Wrightson (Dept. 24-4 SD) 
* * * 

You certainly may. 

Wrightson should know. He 
was with Consairway from July, 
1943, until it was disbanded in 
December, 1945, heading Indus¬ 
trial Relations. 

Dear Sir: 

Your cartoon selection is good, 
But occasionally you get stung. 
For using that one about Florida, 
Mr. Editor, you should be hung! 
* * * 

Best English usage calls for 
“hanged.” 


Nicknames Help FW 
Group in Carnegie 
Leadership Class 

When 40 Convair folks after- 
hours set out to pick 40 different 
nicknames for themselves, they 
come up with some pretty inter¬ 
esting monikers. 

Such as “Honey Chile” for 
Etta Mae Brown, Dept. 6-6, 
stenographer; “Round Boy” for 

M. E. Caraway, Dept. 81, general 
foreman; “Deacon” for Gerald L. 
Jones, Dept. 31, machinist; and 
“Treetop” for J. R. Whittlesey, 
Dept. 31, machinist. 

It’s all in fun, but it serves a 
serious purpose as well in the 
current Dale Carnegie class train¬ 
ing being taken by the 40 Convair 
FW employees to develop more 
effective speaking and leadership 
qualities. 

The current class is one of sev¬ 
eral which have been organized 
for Convair employees, both 
supervision and hourly and both 
men and women, who are inter¬ 
ested enough in improving them¬ 
selves to put out their own 
money to obtain the training. 

The nicknames for each mem¬ 
ber of the class are chosen by 
vote in the first sessions and are 
freely used by the students from 
then on. They serve both to in¬ 
crease interest and to help class 
members remember one another’s 
names. 

The current course started Oct. 
18, and the class meets weekly 
on each Wednesday until gradua¬ 
tion night, Jan. 31. 

Directors of the class are Car¬ 
away, Roger Coston, Inspection 
department supervisor; and 
David Wall, Fabrication planner. 
Associate director is Carey N. 
Main, a foreman. 

Class members not named 
above are: Dan W. Addison, G. 
W. Beckham, Milly J. Boone, 

N. K. Bryant, W. L. Carroll, 

J. H. Chandler, A. C. Choat, J. W. 
Cosper, Vivian Deweese, Fred 
Dieb, L. D. Farquhar, R. F. Fos¬ 
ter, H. G. Francis, C. R. Herron, 

O. H. Hill, L. E. Holzschuh, B. C. 
Hutto, J. A. Kerr, Howard Law- 
ley, B. R. Main, L. E. Maxwell, 
C. E. Meek, M. T. Morgan, E. D. 
Maupin, Joe Rozina, H. E. Scott; 

K. G. Shaver, R. H. Short, P. E. 
Simmons, B. L. Street, L. L. Sul¬ 
livan, R. D. Timms, W. E. Wiley. 




OFF TO SERVICE—John Bennett, of Convair FW photo lab 
(11-9), receives surprise gift on last day of work Dec. 8, before 
entering Army. Gift is presented by Betty Farmer, representing 
John's friends in lab. 


Apple, Potato Peeling Contests 
Mark New Year Square Dance 


If you’re handy with a paring 
knife, you may take home a prize 
from the Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation free Dec. 30 New Year’s 
Square Dance! 

Ross Carney, CRA square 
dance commissioner, explains that 
there’ll be apple and potato peel¬ 
ing contests for both men and 
women and a “stoop dance.” Best 
men and women apple and potato 
peelers will win $10 and $5 gro¬ 
cery certificates, while the grand 
prize winner will take home a 
new 17-jewel wrist watch. 

“Stoop dance” contestants must 
dance beneath a pole which will 
be lowered until a winner is de¬ 
clared. First and second place 
winners will also receive $10 and 
$5 grocery certificates. 

“Whether you intend to dance 
or just watch, you’re eligible for 
the contests,” says Carney. The 
free square dance will last from 
8 to 12 p.m. and will be held at 
the City Recreation Hall, 215 W. 
Vickery. 

Tickets are available from de¬ 
partment clerks or in the em¬ 


ployee services section. “There’ll 
be plenty of room, so if you don’t 
dance, just come and watch,” 
says Carney. 

The “Denton Playboys” will 
play for dancing, with Cal Moore, 
of Convair, calling the dances. 


Assembler Killed 
in Cycle Crackup 

David L. O’Meara, Convair FW 
second shift assembler, was killed 
instantly Dec. 3 when he was 
hurled from a motorcycle he was 
riding on White Settlement Road. 
O’Meara was thrown from the 
motorcycle when he turned onto 
the shoulder of the road to avoid 
hitting a line of cars. 

O’Meara, 24-year-old World 
War II Navy veteran, had work¬ 
ed at Convair since August. He 
is survived by his wife. Burial 
and funeral services were in Col¬ 
bert, Okla. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 


GOING-AWAY GIFTS—Helen Latham, right, shows Convair 
FW Dept. 24-1 friend Retta Klovstad robe she received from 
co-workers at "going-away" party. Helen, who has operated blue¬ 
print machine in background for over six years, left Convair Nov. 
17. Her husband, W. W. Lathan, works in Dept. 25-3. 



"ELECTION" CANDIDATES—Shown here are members of three "political 
parties" which competed in mock election in Convair FW cafeteria as part of 


Dale Carnegie course. Costumes represent "City Slickers," "Cowpokes" and 
"Country Hicks." 
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Both First and Second Shift Teams See Action as FW Hoop Season Starts 



FIRST GAMES OF SEASON—Second shift Convair FW basketball players 
opened season on hardwoods Dec. 5. At right, Eddie Auerbauch, Dept. 50, tries 
for score, while Kenneth Spaugh, Dept. 31, stands guard. Dept. 31 won game 
49-31. In center photo F. L. Johnson, Dept. 14-2, leaps for ball in opener against 


Dept. 47. Dept. 47 downed their opponent, Dept. 14, by close 47-43 score. 
At left, scrambling for ball in Dept. 47-Dept. 14 game are Larry Farmer and 
F. L. Johnson. 


Henderson Sweeps CRA 


Keg Tourney 

Prizes were to be awarded 
Sunday (Dec. 17) to winners of 
the first annual CRA bowling 
tournament at Convair FW. 
Tournament was held Dec. 9-10 
at the Playdium. 

Capturing highest honors was 
Woody Henderson, who won the 
class A singles and the All- 
Events Division. Henderson 
scored a 692 series in the singles 
and a 1,890 total in the All 
Events. 

Highest singles game, a 258, 
was bowled by Eugene Phillips. 
With his handicap of 28 he had 
a 286 prize-winning score. Phil¬ 
lips also won the class B singles 
with a 658 series. 

Thirty-four five-man teams 
bowled a total of 449 three-game 
series during the two-day tourna- 


FW Bowling 

MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 


Team W L 

Optimists . 23 10 

Buckeye .—. 22 11 

Two-Some . 19 14 

Mr. & Mrs. 19 14 

Seven-Ten .-. 17 16 

Super Poopers . 17 16 

Alley Cats .-. 14 19 

Hot Rods . 13 20 

Lucky Strikes . 13 20 

Jay Hawkers . 10 23 

675 LEAGUE 

Majestic Reproduction . 35 17 

Writers . 33 19 

Industrial Engineers . 28 24 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 27 25 

Wood Mill . 23 29 

Contracts .-. 22 30 

Tooling . 21 31 

Accounting . 19 33 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

S. W. Trophy .- 34 22 

Brantley’s Flowers . 32 24 

Juniors . -. 32 24 

Louis Daiches Jewelers. 31 25 

Bill Harris Insurance Co. 30 26 

Bob Fulghum Humble Oil. 27 29 

Firestone Tires . 21 35 

Sam Watson Humble Service.— 17 39 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 

Rexair Kings . 41 15 

Machine Shop . 37 19 

American Legion Post 606. 34 22 

Jobes Grocery & Market. 32 24 

Tooling Huskies . 32 24 

All-Eventers . 30 26 

Buggy Wheelers ...-.—. 30 26 

Smitty’s Crew . 30 26 

Jet Pods . 29 27 

Barney’s Cafe . 25 31 

B & F Garage . 25 31 

Conversion . 25 31 

Rios Custom Tailors . 25 31 

Machinists No. 776 . 21 35 

Hot Rods . 20 36 

Convair No. 73 . 12 40 

SUNRISE LEAGUE 

Our Gang .-._. 21 7 

— Vultures . 20 8 

Tarly Birds . 18 10 

ilght Owls . 16 12 

Vultee . 16 12 

Be Bops . 16 12 

7-11 15 13 

Cold Rollers . 15 13 

The All Houre . 12 16 

Pinbusters . 12 16 

Noggin Nockers . 11 10 

Five Flushers . 10 18 

Eight Balls . 9 15 

Flight Test .«... 9 15 

On the Ball . 7 21 

Sixteeners . 6 15 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Jetomics . 33 15 

Trouble Shooters . 33 19 

Atomizers . 31 21 

Wing Dings . 30 22 

Hard Heads . 29 23 

Jug Heads . 27 25 

Z-ions . 27 25 

Wemist . 26 26 

Abra Cadabras . 24 28 

Po Slokes . 24 28 

Drag Counts . 23 29 

Hecklers . 23 29 

Friendly Five . 21 31 

Hedge Hoppers . 21 27 

Framers . 21 31 

Honey Pots . 19 33 

740 LEAGUE 

Dundee . 36 16 

Wynn’s Oil . 33 19 

I. A.M. 28 24 

Phillip’s Place . 28 24 

Rodeo Shop . 28 24 

Team No. 2. 28 24 

Malt Shop . 26 20 

Team No. 10. 22 30 

J. J. Parks .—.. 21 31 

Team No. 7.-. 21 31 

Old Plantation . 19 33 

Team No. 4 .~. 18 34 


at FW 

ment. Seventy doubles teams 
competed for prizes, and 142 sin¬ 
gles were entered in play, mak¬ 
ing the two-day event one of the 
largest industrial tournaments 
ever held in Texas. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA president 
and bowling commissioner, was 
to award 17-jewel wrist watches 
to first place class A. B. C, sin¬ 
gles; fountain pen trophy sets to 
class A, B, C, doubles teams, and 
ash tray trophies to class A, B, C, 
five-man teams. All-Events win¬ 
ners in class A, B, C, were to 
receive pen trophy sets. All win¬ 
ners were to share $556 in cash 
prizes made up from entry fees. 

Starkey expressed his thanks 
to various Convair workers who 
helped plan the tournament. They 
include J. W. Johnson, tourna¬ 
ment manager and secretary; 
Mary Lou Dvorak, Madge 
Thomas, Joe Maestri, John 
Owens, A1 Wenzel, R. Hlavek, 
C. Croxton and Ann Randall. 

CLASS A 

Team Event 

1—Bob Fulgham Humble Oil, 3,040; 

2— Bill Harris Ins. Co., 2,993. 

All-Events 

1—W. Henderson, 1,890; 2—B. M. 

Jones, 1,877 ; 3—C. L. Dixon, 1,862 ; 
4—H. Hagerman, 1,846 ; 5—F. Buehler, 
1,832. 

Singles 

1—W. Henderson, 692 ; 2—B. M. Jones, 
670 ; 3—George Symm, 660 ; 4—S. Scovel, 
650 ; 5—F. Buehler, 646. 

Doubles 

1—Jones-Dixon, 1,277 ; 2—Hagerman- 
Brent, 1,248; 3—G. Cla‘yton-W. Liddle, 
1,202 ; 4—Tie between Hargrove-Adams 
and C. Mitchella-Browning, 1,194. 

CLASS B 

Team Event 

1—Hardheads, 2,644 ; 2—Drag Counts, 
2,589 ; 3—Wing Dings, 2, 559 ; 4—I.A.M., 
2,521. 

All-Events 

1—D. Ralston, 1,673 ; 2—D. Phillips, 
1,666; 3—K. Buchanan, 1,633 ; 4—J. 

Brietenstein, 1,627; 5—W. Hill, 1,607. 

Singles 

1—E. Phillips, 658 ; 2—W. Doom, 621; 

3— E. C. Rinefoefeldt, 577; 4—H. Bar¬ 
tholomew, 570 ; 5—W. Hale Jr., 567. 

Doubles 

1—Brietenstein-Hale Jr., 1,114 ; 2—M. 
Gross-B. Parrish, 1,089 ; 3—L. Swanson- 

H. Collins, 1,066 ; 4—J. Nordin-E. Miles, 

I, 063 ; 5—D. Ralston-T. Llewellyn, 1,055. 

CLASS C 

Team Event 

1—Team No. 2, 2,537 ; 2—Jobes 

Grocery and Market, 2,365. 

All-Events 

1—M. Gross, 1,597 ; 2—J. Herbert, 

1,508. 

Singles 

1—D. Gordon, 559 ; 2—M. Gross, 542 ; 
3—J. Tullous, 530 ; 4—E. Frey, 525 ; 5— 
W. Gillette, 524. 

Doubles 

1—M. Skaggs-E. Self, 1,026; 2—Mil- 
nik-Busey, 1,007 ; 3—iSwingle-Milburn, 

987. 

Special prizes for high three-game 
series in team play were awarded to Joe 
Shuter, Class A, 652 ; Earl Weiher, Class 
B, 690, and M. Gross, Class C, 651. 



GULF CATCH—E. H. Narra- 
more, Convair FW Dept. 81, 
third shift, and Mrs. Narramore, 
display string of 44 "golden 
croakers" they caught recently 
at Corpus Christi. Total weight 
of fish: 75 pounds. 



CHAMPION AND RUNNER-UP — These two Convair FW 
washer pitchers battled for plant title last week. Retaining cham¬ 
pionship for second consecutive year was Wesley Gowins (above), 
Dept. 81. Defeated in final game was H. A. Runge, Dept. 43 
(below). 



Tennis Star Shines 
in Badminton, Too, 
Winning Doubles 

A tennis champion who had 
never played badminton until this 
season is co-winner of the Con¬ 
vair FW badminton doubles tour¬ 
nament. 

Bill Ravenscroft, Convair’s am¬ 
bidextrous tennis player, used the 
same versatile technique as he 
and E. V. Ellsworth battled their 
way to win the badminton doubles 
crown. Ravenscroft and Ells¬ 
worth, both Dept. 6, defeated Roy 
Harrison, Dept. 27, plant singles 
champion, and Mary Alice Brad¬ 
ley, wife of Walter Bradley, 
Dept. 8. Winning scores: 15-9, 
15-5. 

Ellsworth was also co-winner 
of the men’s doubles badminton 
title last year. 

In consolation rounds, Capt. 
Dick Smith, Air Force, and Jack 
Elrod, Dept. 6, defeated Walter 
Bradley and Rita Schavone, 15-7, 
15-4. 

Nine teams were entered in the 
tournament. 

Trophies will be awarded win¬ 
ning players by Phil Mahaffey, 
badminton commissioner. 


CRA means Convair Recreation 
Association. Join an activity now. 


SD YACHTSMAN 
TOPS IN CLASS 

Although it wasn’t piracy, M. 
M. (Bud) Reynolds (Dept. 24-6 
SD) collected some impressive 
loot sailing the high seas this 
year at San Diego. 

Reynolds, probably SD’s top 
yachtsman when it comes to rac¬ 
ing, during the season sailed his 
Luders class racing boat to a vic¬ 
tory over all others of the class 
(thereby winning the South Coast 
Series) and also took the class 
“Inspection trophy” for being in 
the best condition. 

The series victory was a thrill¬ 
er. Sailed in the open ocean off 
Coronado, Bud’s boat broke a 
spreader bar in the first of the 
three races and had to be towed 
in. That meant, that to win he 
had to capture both of the next 
races. He did, though the final 
contest was close and required 
some expert sailing to top the 
field. 

“It is unfortunate that we 
don’t have more Convair yachts¬ 
men,” Reynolds commented. “San 
Diego has one of the best year- 
round water playgrounds and it 
doesn’t take a , great deal of 
money to. Jhke ’advantage of it. 
Sailing is a sport that will fasci¬ 
nate anyone who gives it a 
chance.” 


Pool Table 

Latest acquisition at Convair 
SD’s CRA Clubhouse is a regula¬ 
tion size pool table, available for 
the recreation of all Convair em¬ 
ployees as well as Air Force and 
Navy men and families. The 
clubhouse is open daily until 9:80 
p.m. and all equipment is free, 
Pete Beyrer, clubhouse manager, 
explained. 


Bombers Drop 
First Tilt in 
City League 

The 1950-51 basketball season 
got under way for Convair FW 
teams last week with plenty of 
action in both first and second 
shift games. 

The Major City League Bomb¬ 
ers went down to the Brantley- 
Draughon squad in the opener, 
52-31, Dec. 12. 

In first shift intra-plant league 
play, Dept. 30-31 team downed 
Dept. 6 by a 38-22 tally, while 
Dept. 50 bowed to Dept. 14 by 
a 40-38 score. Dept. 47 lost to 
Dept. 44-45 by 44-37. 

Convair girls were slated to 
play their first match Dec. 15 
against the Salvation Army. 

In second shift openers, Dec. 5, 
Dept. 47 defeated Dept. 14 by a 
47-43 score, while Dept. 31 won 
over Dept. 50-1, 49-31. Other 
scores include: Dec. 7, Dept. 47, 
49, Dept. 50-1, 36; Dept. 14, 35, 
Dept. 31, 33; Dec. 12, Dept. 14, 
57, Dept. 50-1, 41; Dept. 47, 33, 
Dept. 31, 25. 

Upcoming games include: 

Major League, Convair Bomb¬ 
ers vs. T.C.U. Independents, 8:15 
p.m., Jan. 2, Recreation Hall. 

American League, Tooling Ter¬ 
mites vs. Birdville Independents, 
7 p.m., Jan. 4, William James 
Junior High School. 

First Shift Intra-plant League, 
Dept. 47 vs. Dept. 14, 7 p.m.; 
Dept. 6 vs. Dept. 44-45, 8:15 p.m.; 
Dept. 50 vs. Dept. 30-31, 9:30 
p.m.; Jan. 2, W. C. Stripling 
Junior High School. 

Girls’ League, Convair vs. A1 
Wooten Motorettes, 8:15 p.m., 
Jan. 5, Polytechnic High School. 

Second Shift Intra-plant 
League, Dept. 14 vs. Dept. 47, 
10 a.m.; Dept. 31 vs. Dept. 50-1, 
11:15 a.m., Dec. 21, North Side 
Recreation Building; Dept. 14 vs. 
Dept. 31, 10 a.m.; Dept. 47 vs. 
Dept. 50-1, 11:15 a.m., Jan. 4, 
North Side Recreation Building. 


If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 



HIGH SEAS LOOT —M. M. 
(Bud) Reynolds (Dept.24-6) shows 
off "hardware" he collected for 
sailing exploits at SD. 
























































































































Page 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


December 20, 1950 


Liner's Rate of Climb Soars as Jet Gives Added "Omph" to Take-off 



UP INTO THE YONDER—Already outstanding for rate of climb, a Convair- 
Liner this month at SD outdid itself and drove rate of climb needle to limit. 


Photo series shows an Ethiopian Airlines ship taking off with extra boost from 
JATO bottle (jet assisted takeoff). 


$1,216 Windfall Recalls Memory 
of Bitter Days in Japanese Prison 


Cliff Frazier late last month 
joined the ranks of Convair FW 
World War II veterans receiving 
“windfalls” from the government. 

The Field and Service mechanic 
cashed his government check for 
$1,216. 

“But,” he told fellow workers 
in the shop operations section of 
Flight (12-4), “The government 
couldn’t stack enough money in 
the state of Texas to interest me 
in going through all that again.” 

The $1,216 was his “dollar a 
day” subsistence pay for the 1,216 
days he spent in Jap prison 
camps. 

Since he and his buddies were 
captured on Corregidor in the 
Philippines May 6, 1942, Frazier’s 
check was among the larger ones. 

Record check reported at Con¬ 
vair FW thus far, however, was 
for $1,376 and went last March 
to R. D. Jones, of the Medical 
section. He was with a Navy 
unit of 300 men on Guam which 
was captured by a landing force 
two days after Pearl Harbor. 



STARTING "FRESH"—When 
Budge Lee, newly named Budg¬ 
ets administrator at FW, moved 
into new office he was without 
furniture for brief period. Un¬ 
daunted, he used packing box 
for desk! 


Frazier’s check reminded him 
of experiences he’d sooner forget. 

It reminded the lanky six- 
footer that today, five years 
after, he still has not regained 
the weight he lost in prison 
camp. He weighed 168 when he 
was captured; weighed 100 when 
released; and has returned to 165 
now. 

Frazier was an army corporal. 
He went overseas March 31, 1941, 
and returned Oct. 29, 1945, and 
was discharged June 3, 1946. 

“I was with a group of about 
200 men when we were ordered 
to surrender. We did—and the 
Japs immediately looted all our 
watches, money and everything 
else of value.” 

The next years were a now 
blurry nightmare of starvation, 
beatings almost to the death, and 
endless back-breaking labor. 

‘When I hear fellows griping 
about their jobs, I sometimes 
wonder what they’d think if they 
had to work in a Jap copper 
mine as I did. We were beaten 
with a two-by-four every day we 
didn’t dig as much copper ore as 
the Jap guards ordered.” 

Though other details are some¬ 
times hazy, Frazier will never 
forget the Jap guards, nor the 
names by which prisoners de¬ 
scribed them. 

He gave testimony to the War 
Crimes Commission used in trials 
of Jap war criminals and many 
of the ex-guards drew long prison 
sentences. 

What’s he going to do with the 
$1,216? 

“Nothing,” says Frazier. “Ab¬ 
solutely nothing. That goes in 
the bank until I need it a lot 
worse than I need it now.” 

But Frazier has one nice thing 
to say about Jap Army medical 
men: “I lost all my teeth in the 
prison camp, and they finally 
sent me to a hospital in Tokyo to 
get a set of false teeth. Since 
I got back in the United States, 
I’ve had two other pairs made as 
‘spares.’ But I still like the Jap 
teeth best.” 


Liner Skyrockets Upward 
in JATO Testing at SD 

From the ground, it looked as though an Ethiopian 
Airlines’ Convair-Liner was going almost straight up dur¬ 
ing an experimental jet assisted take-off at Lindbergh 
Field. 



ONE BOTTLE — Underneath, 
looking forward, this is how 
JATO bottle is fitted to Con- 
vair-Ltner. Ship can carry two. 
Jet stream comes out point at 
rear, giving added power for 
about a quarter of a minute. 


DILLON TO FLY 
FIRST SD B-36 

After completing two shake- 
down flights for Convair SD, the 
■first B-36 modernized at SD 
was scheduled last week to make 
its third flight, this time with 
Air Force crews aboard. 

Maj. Stephen P. Dillon, AF 
officer in charge at SD, was ex¬ 
pected to pilot the ship, with 
Capt. Gordon K. Penton as co¬ 
pilot and Capt. William A. Callis 
as relief pilot. Radar operator 
was Capt. Charles L. Maze with 
Tech. Sgt. Carl Wasson as assis¬ 
tant. Flight engineers were Mas¬ 
ter Sgts. Gordon Fish and Wil¬ 
liam H. Colley and Staff Sgt. 
Emil Fritz was gunner. Three 
Convair men were slated for the 
flight, R. H. Hall as radioman, 
J. D. Sanders as scanner and 
Ramon Mendoza as gunner. 

The plane was expected to do 
some aerial firing over restricted 
practice areas off the coast. 


When Pilot A. (Speed) Wilson 
hit the switch setting off one 
“bottle,” a white cloud shot out 
from beneath the plane. At the 
time the Ethiopian ship (with 
Vic Harrel, the line’s operations 
manager as co-pilot) was moving 
easily down the runway nearing 
normal take-off speed. Within a 
second or two after the jet start¬ 
ed operating the plane was air¬ 
borne. 

“With gear and flaps down, 
our rate of climb went to about 
1,500 feet a minute,” Harrell 
recalled. “With gear up and 
flaps up, the rate of climb 
needle went to the limit of 
2,000 feet a minute, so we don’t 
know how much more we were 
doing. Probably more than 
3,000 feet a minute.” 

The jet attachment works on 
the skyrocket principle. It is a 
bottle of quick burning compound 
fastened to the ship’s belly that 
when ignited produces 1,000 
pounds of thrust. The added im¬ 
petus lasts between 14 and 17 
seconds. 

“Inside the plane there was 
just a sensation of acceleration,” 
Wilson reported. “It was com¬ 
paratively gradual, too. There 
was no jolt. We just kept gain¬ 
ing power. We were at 800 or 
900 feet before the bottle began 
to give out.” 

From the ground, it was no si¬ 
lent operation, however. It sound¬ 
ed like a couple of B-36s! 

Ethiopian plans to use the 
JATO attachment as an emer¬ 
gency feature to increase safety 
while operating from high alti¬ 
tude fields along its route. Sev¬ 
eral of the fields from which the 
line operates are over 7,000 feet. 

Wilson, a Convair pilot for a 
number of years, recently return¬ 
ed to the company after an ab¬ 
sence of almost a year. He left 
Convair in August, 1949, after de¬ 


livering a Liner to Pakistan, flew 
a few months for an oil concern 
and last summer made four trips 
to Korea, flying DC-4s for Trans¬ 
ocean as a part of the Korean 
air lift. 


ETHIOPIAN SHIPS 
TO CROSS OCEAN 

Ethiopian Airlines’ two newly- 
completed Convair-Liners were at 
Caldwell, N. J., this week and 
were expected to cross the Atlan¬ 
tic before the month is out. 

The planes, brilliant in their 
striking paint jobs, were deliver¬ 
ed Dec. 11 and left the next day 
for the east. Aboard were vir¬ 
tually all of the Ethiopian staff 
that has been at Convair SD for 
some months. They made one 
overnight stop at Kansas City en 
route. 

The planes will be ferried to 
Addis Ababa via Newfoundland 
and Europe. Both are equipped 
with outer wing panel tanks, giv¬ 
ing them a fuel capacity of 1,550 
gallons, and therefore can cross 
the Atlantic without the usual 
intermediate stop for two-engine 
planes at Greenland. The ships 
are among the first Convairs cer¬ 
tificated at the new gross weight 




OUT FOR A CRUISE—Prior to its most recent flight Dec. 5 at SD, Convair's 
XP5Y-I flying boat built for Navy posed for photographs. (Cameramen were 
perched on buoy!) Note that props are spinning, but ship is scarcely moving. 
This is possible through use of reversible pitch propellers which pilots rely on to 


regulate speed while maneuvering on surface. Plane can be backed up, revolved, 
or put through almost any maneuver by adjusting pitch. Pilots find this quality 
valuable in approaching buoys or landing areas. 



























































